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PREFACE. 


Tfis  rabjecl  ctf  tliese  memoin  lived  in  an  age  marked 

by  fierce  theological  strife,  as  canied  on  between  the 
fcrikraren  of  Calvin  and  AiminiuB.  The  prominent  part 
he  took  in  this  conflict,  with  the  extraordinary  talents 
he  displayed  in  defence  of  Arminianism^  and  the  sufier- 
«Dgs  to  which  he  was  exposed,  in  consequence  of  his 
attachmeut  to  it,  have  given  his  name  distinction  in  the 
religious  history  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Ne^er- 
theless,  as  an  extended  accoont  of  him  is  only  to  be 
•found  in  foreign  publications,  it  is  hoped  that  the  follow- 
ing Memoiis,  chiefly  selegted  from  such  works,  will  not 
he  nnacceptable. 

The  design  of  the  writer  in  publishing  this  work  is, 
to  present  an  impartial  portrait  of  the  character  of 
Episcopins,  which  has  been  gieally  miarepmented  by 
bigoted  and  prejudiced  authors*  The  Synod  of  Dort, 
by  which  he  was  condemned  as  a  heretic,  divested  of 
his  honours  as  a  scholar,  deprived  of  h»  office  as  a 
professor,  and  excluded  from  the  ministry,  for  defending 
die  doctrines  of  Arminios,  is  pardcalaify  noticed  in 
the  following  pages;  whilst  his  banishment  from 
Holland,  the  imprisonment  of  his  brother  ministers,  the 
prohiUlion  of  the  religkins  asseniblies  of  the  Remon- 
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BtrantSy  the  fines  iDflicted  upon  some  of  them,  the  oon- 
fiscation  of  the  property  of  others,  and  the  butchery  of 
several,  under  the  directiou  of  the  Dutch  Calviuistic 
authorities,  by  a  ruthless  soldiery,  when  detected  in 
celebrating  divine  worship,  are  alluded  to  in  the  spirit 
of  fidelity,  and  not  of  acnmony  and  bigotry. 

The  imprisonment  of  Grotius,  and  the  judicial  assas- 
sination ul  JJaiiievulilt,  the  two  great  lay-defenders  of 
the  Anuinian  cause,  it  was  thought,  were  eFents  de- 
serving a  place  in  a  work  professing  to  giro  a  historf 
of  tLe  ailaiis  of  the  RemonstrauLs. 

As  the  patron  and  able  advocate  oi  religious  tolera* 
tion,  the  reader  will  learn,  in  perusing  these  MenioiiB» 
how  much  is  due  to  the  ineuiory  ui  iilpiscopius,  on  ac- 
count of  his  labours  in  behalf  of  so  important  and 
jnghleous  a  cause. 

The  progress  of  religious  opinion  since  the  Synod 
of  Dort,  in  ita  approximation  to  the  benevolent  and  ex- 
pansive views  of  Arminins,  both  on  the  continent  and 
in  this  couutry,  luis  been  noticed  as.  contributing  to 
generate  a  spirit  of  tolerance  amongst  mioDfl  religions 
bodies;  while  the  existence  of  that  Christian  sympathy 
in  the  various  sections  of  the  church,  manifested  in  the 
adoption  of  measores  designed  to  bring  the  whole  fimiily 
of  man  muler  the  hallowing  teachings  of  the  Gospel,  is 
traced  to  the  same  cause. 

The  writer  had  intended  to  have  appended  to  liieaa 
Memoii^  a  translation  of  tlie  Confession  of  the  Remon- 
strants, as  drawn  up  by  £piscopins;  but  finom  the 
extent  to  which  he  has  carried  out  his  work,  he  is 
oHnpeUed,  though  reluctantly,  to  abandon  this  part  of  his 
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dtsigii.  Of  tUs  CoofaBaioii  ift  has  been  atid  by  a  Conner 
tmndfttor,  ia  his  Address  lo  the  Reader ;  "  Tonclniig 

Ihe  worth  of  this  boak  as  a  iiuiiiinaij  of  Ciihstiaa 
veligioii»  if  Dr*  Jeiemj  Taylor^a  judginciit  be  of  credit 

witli  thee,  I  am  credil>ly  iiilbnncd  lie  should  jn'clVr  it  to 
be  oae  of  those  two  or  three,  wliich,  next  to  the  Hoijr 
Bible^  he  would  haye  preserved  from  the  aappoaed  total 
destruction  of  books.  A  high  encomium  Drom  the 
mouth  of  80  learned  and  pious  a  diTine  V* 

The  Remonstrants,  in  Aeir  prefiioe  to  tins  work,  say, 
It  has  been  submitted  to  our  brethreut  not  excepting 
diose  who  are  in  prisons  and  dungeons,  and  caiefuUy 
examined  and  compared  by  them  in  tlie  fear  of  the 
Lord  \^ith  the  Holy  Scnptnres  |  and  now,  without  one 
dissenting  voice,  is  q^ved  and  set  £irlh  by  us,  tn 
vindicate  our  opinions,  free  ourselves  from  the  charge 
of  gross  heresy,  and  maintain  our  innocency  against 
the  feol  and  calumnious  accusations  which  have  been 
brought  against  us.*' 

As  a  substitute  for  this  incompaiahie  ConliBssion,  we 
have,  in  an  appendix,  given  the  opinions  of  the  Re*, 
monstrants  on  the  live  Points,  as  presented  by  them 
to  liie  Synod  of  Doit,  adding  thereto,  fimn  the  Con. 
fession,  their  sentiments  on  the  suhject  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  that  the  reader  himself  may  judge  whether, 
according  to  their  own  statement,  they  merited  to  be 
condemned  as  heretics,  and  banished  their  Fatherland,* 

•  Mosheim  sajs  they  were  thus  treated  for  nmiuUuning,  **  that  the  Iotc 
of  Chid  extends  itaelf  equally  to  ull  iiuu^kind  ;  that  no  mortal  in  rendered 
unhappy  by  an  eterna)  and  invincible  dccrve ,  and  that  the  misery  of  those 
Unit  perisb  wmm  from  themselves." 


ir  PEBFACE» 

The  writer  here  begs  leave  to  record  Im  acknowledg- 
mente  to  Thomas  WAUBit»  Esq.,  of  Stockton,  for 
procuring  for  him,  through  the  medium  of  his  comiexions 
on  the  coDtiiieiity  seyeral  works  neeesBaiy  to  enable 
him  to  compose  the  foUowuig  Memms,  as  also  to  Mr. 
Nichols,  of  Londou,  for  the  loan  of  several  Dutch 
woiks  presented  to  him  hy  Aiminiaa  dergymen  in 
Holland,  after  the  publication  of  his  translation  of  the 
works  of  Arminius.  * 

It  is  nnnecessaiy  to  give  the  titles  of  sevenl  of  the 
publications  consulted  in  drawing  up  these  Memoirs, 
they  being  scarce  books  in  the  Dutoh  and  Germau  Ian* 
gnages;  only  the  writer  would  remaik,  that  he  has 
principally  obtained  his  materials  from  the  Leven  van 
Simon  Episcopius,  by  Limborch^  and  the  more  enlarged 
edition  of  it  as  transkted  into  Lstin ;  and  Bentliam*s 
BoUandisclier  Kirch  und  Sckiden  Staat,  a  singular  and 
rare  mAuige  of  Grennan,  Dutch^  Latin^  and  French, 
giving  a  history  of  all  the  sects  existing  in  Holland 
shortly  after  the  time  of  Episcopius,  with  the  confessioii 
of  each  chorch,  a  brief  memoir  of  its  most  eminent 
ministers,  and  wliatever  was  deemed  interesting  in  its 
history,  extending  through  seventeen  hundred  pages, 

•  Ffon  a  QoBimii  com^iioiukiit  the  writer  learnc  that  Mr.  Nichor« 
.  wofkt  l»ve  aim  Ibimd  Uieir  waj  into  Germany. 


• 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


CONTENTS 


CHAPTF.R  T. 

Pcrse^utioni  of  Charlci  the  Fifth  and  Philip  the  Second. — Combination  of 
the  European  Catholic  monarch*  to  crush  Protestantism. — Dutch  courage. 
— Introduction  of  Protestantism  into  the  Nethtrlands. — riiaractgr  of 
Arminimt. — His  change  of  sentiments. — Hyper-Calvinism  in  Holland.   . .  9 

CHAPTER  TT. 

State  of  the  Militant  Church. — Birth  of  Episcopiua. — Early  Education.^ 
Dutch  Church. — Episcopius  it  gent  to  Lejdem — Quitg  Ley  den,  after  ob- 
taininy  the  defp^  of  Master  of  Art». — Prcachea  hia  first  Sermon;  and 
becomes  acquainted  with  Uitenbogaerdt. — Epitome  of  the  aentiments  of 
Gomarus  and  .\nniniua. — Episcopius  invited  by  the  people  of  Qouda  to  be 
their  minister   34 

CHAPTER  TIT. 

Episcopius  goes  to  Franelcer. — Disputes  with  Dr.  Sibrandus,  and  acquires 
fismc  by  iL — Visits  Arminius  before  his  death. — Returns  to  Franeker,  and 
asain  disputes  with  Sibrandus. — The  treatment  of  the  latter  towards 
him. —  Remarks  on  Episcopius'  conduct  in  disputing  with  this  professor.  .  &5 

CHAPTER  IV, 

Coastitution  of  the  Dutch  Church. — Episcopiua'  call  to  the  ministry. — In- 
tolerance of  the  Calvinist  ministers. — Episcopius  invited  by  the  people  of 
^leiswick  to  become  their  minister. — His  examination,  and  the  opposition 
of  the  Calvinist  clergy  to  his  being  set  apart  to  the  ministry. — Finally 
appointed  mimster  of  Bleiswick.   83 

OHAPTRR  V, 

Episcopius'  popularity  as  a  preacher.— A  Remonstrance  presented  to  the 
States  of  Holland  by  the  Arminian  clergy,  containing  the  Five  PointS) 
from  whence  they  obtained  the  name  of  Remonstrants. — Ori^n  of  the 


vi  CONTENTS. 

Dutch  Confession. — Conference  at  the  Hague— Epigcopius  invited  by  the 
magistrates  of  Utrecht  to  become  their  pastor. — Chosen  Professor  of 
Theology  in  the  University  of  Leyden. — Commences  bis  exposition  on 
the  second  and  third  chapters  of  the  book  of  Revelation. — False  reports 
concerning  him.     »...   114 

THAPTKR  VT. 

Episcopius  stands  sponsor  for  his  brother's  child. — ^Treatment  he  met  with 
in  consc<}ucnce. — Commences  bis  comment  on  the  first  Kpistlc  of  St. 
John. — Visits  Paris. — False  reports  of  his  holding  correajpondence  with 


Peter  Cotton,  the  head  of  the  Jesuits   187 

CHAPTER  VII. 

Character  of  Fcstus  Hommius. — Charges  Episcopius  with  Soeinianism. — 

Episcopius  refutes  the  charge  before  the  curators  of  the  University  of 
Leyden.    158 


CHAPTER  VTIT. 

Polyander,  the  collcncnte  of  Episcopius,  is  jealous  of  the  fame  of  the  latter.— 
Treats  him  rudely. — Schism  created  in  the  Church  by  the  Contra-Re. 
monstrants. — floulart  «lcposcd  from  his  ministr}-,  for  refuting  the  doc- 
trine  of  the  reprobation  of  infants. — Superiority  of  Baxter's  system  to 
that  of  President  Edwards. — Remonstrants  commence  holding;  separate 
religious  assemblies  at  Amsterdam. — Riots  orcasione<i  by  it — Hem 
Bissebop's  house  plundered. — lU'formed  called  Gueuxes  187 

CHAPTER  TX. 

Venator  charged  with  heterodoxy .~»Conduct  of  Episcopius  and  Polyander  in 
the  affair. — Episcopius'  interview  with  the  Princes  Henry  and  Maurice- 
Preaches  at  the  Hague. — Charged  with  heresy,  by  the  hYpcr-Calvinist«s, 
and  testimony  to  his  orthodoxy. — Maurice  begins  to  manifest  his  inten- 
tion of  st>i/ing  the  reins  of  government — Measures  preparatory  to  the 
assembling  of  the  Synod  of  Port. — Episcopius*  oration  in  the  University 
of  Leyden,  before  going  to  the  Synod  of  Port  819 

CHAPTER  y. 

Synod  of  Port— Object  for  which  it  was  assembled. — Treatment  of  the 
Remonstrants. — Remonstrants  cited  to  Port. — Appear  in  the  Synod.— 
Episcopiub'  oration  before  the  Synod. — Effect  of  the  oration,— Conduct 
of  Bogcrman  on  the  occasion. — Episcopius  charged  with  falsehood. — The 
testimony  of  his  brethren  in  vindication  of  his  character  265 


GONTBMTS. 


VU 


CHAPTER  XT 

The  Remonstranta  protest  against  the  legality  of  the  Syno<!. — Excitement 
occa&ioucd  by  it  in  tl>e  Syno^l. — Boldncsa  of  the  Remonstrants. — They 
challenge  the  members  of  the  Synod  to  debate  with  them.*— Commii&ionera 
sent  to  the  Hague,  to  inform  the  States  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod* — 
The  States  approve  of  the  conduct  of  its  members. — Efforts  made  to 
terrify  the  Remonstrants  into  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  the  Synod.— 
Dismissal  of  the  Remonstrants  from  the  Synod,  and  the  abusive  languaye 
of  BoKerman. — Conduct  of  the  Remonstrants  vindicated.   325 

CHAPTER  Xir. 

The  Remonstrants  allowed  to  prepare  certain  writings  on  the  Five  Points^  to 
be  presented  to  the  Synod.— Their  courage  in  refusing  to  have  any 
further  transactions  with  the  Synod. — ^Canons  of  the  Sjrsod.—  Balcanqual's 
opinion  of  theot. — Close  of  the  sittings  of  the  Synods  Feast  given  to  its 
members,  and  medal  struck  on  the  occasion.   364 

CHAPTER  XHT. 

Barncveldt — His  character. — Arrest — Trial  and  execution  369 

.  .  CHAPTER  XTV. 

Remonstrants  sent  for  to  the  Hague.— Sentence  read  to  them.— Kpiscopiua* 
reply. — Departure  of  the  Remonstrants  into  banishment — Arrive  at  Wal- 
wick  in  Brabant — Conduct  of  the  Hishop  of  Bois-le-duc. — Episoopiua 
publishes  his  Sgnodi  Dorinttnte  Cruddi*  Imguitas. — Remonstraots  pub« 
lish  Acta  et  Seripta  Stpiodalia  Retiunutrantium. — -The  Confession. — 
Grotius'  approval  of  it — Mode  of  approval  of  it  by  the  Remonstrant  min- 
isters vindicated  387 

CHAPTER  XV. 

Persecuting  spirit  of  the  Calvinist  ministers  in  Holland.— Eject  all  Anninian 
ministers  from  their  offices. — Cruel  treatment  of  the  Remonstrants. — 
Their  submission  to  it  by  the  persuasion  of  their  ministers. — Shot  by  the 
soldiers,  for  assembling  for  religious  worship. — Ministers  preach  during 
the  winter  upon  the  ice.  —Administer  the  sacrament  to  their  people  in  the 
streets. — Anninian  ministers  not  allowed  Christian  burial. — Poppius  and 
Niellius,  two  distinguished  Anninian  clergymen,  imprisoned  and  threat- 
ened with  the  rack. — Conducted  to  the  Louvestein. — Niellius  sings  on  the 
road. — Bisschop  siunmoned  before  the  magistrates  of  Amsterdam. — Com- 
pelled to  escape. — Returns. — Summoned  before  the  consbtory. — Excom- 
municated with  several  others. — Dr.  Samuel  Roster's  pun  on  the  occasion. 
— Review  of  the  conduct  of  the  Calvinist  ministers  in  persecuting  the 
Anninian  clergy  409 


▼lU 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTRR  XVT. 

Episcopius  at  Antwerp.  '-Courted  by  the  CathoHcg.'-  Writes  on  the  Worship 
of  Images. — ^The  Spaniards  endeavour,  in  vain«  to  indnce  the  Remon» 
strants  to  join  them  against  their  country.- ~Noble  reply  of  Uiten- 
bogaerdt,  to  the  Marquis  of  Qneva,  on  the  occasion. — Episcopius  in 

Paris  Writes  several  works  in  defence  of  the  Remonstrants. — His 

work  on  the  Freedom  of  the  Will. — Maurice*8  death. — Episcopius  re- 
turns to  Holland. — Writes  in  defence  of  the  Conftvvsinn  lasn*^  other 

pubIication8,~Chosen  minister  of  Rotterdam  by  the  Remonstrants. . .  448 

CHAPTER  XVIT. 

Seven  ministers  escape  from  the  Louvestein. — Received  by  Episcopius. — 
Episcopius  made  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  Theoloyical  college  of  the 

Remonstrants. — Prepares  his  Theological  Institutes  Marries. — Writes 

several  tracts  against  Popery. — His  death  and  interment  476 

CHAPTER  XVin. 

Episcopius*  character. — Judgment  of  several  learned  men  concerning  his 

,   works. — His  love  of  toleration. — Capabilities  as  a  commentator   491 

CHAPTER  XIX.  ' 

Cause  of  the  failure  of  the  Synod  of  Dort  to  efiect  the  object  designed  by  its 
convocation  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch  Calvinistic  clergy. — Cameron  and 
his  system. — Amyraut  his  disciple. — Spread  of  his  theory  in  France  and 
Holland. — Adoption  of  it  by  Baxter  in  England. — Modem  Calvinism. — 
Causes  contributing  to  this  milder  system  in  the  followers  of  the  Geneva 
Reformer. — Spirit  of  tolerance  and  unity  amongst  Christians  515 


Appendix. 


543 


BRBATA 

Pigt  |4--lfM91'-**At"read  in. 

3fi  1— •  Prinriplc,**rcaJprmff7w7/. 

38  note   — "Dimiuutivc,"r(i;ad««iA«f<m<iee. 
86  32— "Failure,"  read/atfMrv. 
«      \%~.*Uiltgnmr  tMnmm, 

111  note  —Second,  Unc  3rd,— **Aftar day befim." md Oaaimhfrmrjf^tMe UrMaif  qA 

180  OOtc  — •'Loose,"  read  lose. 

IM  7— Dele  "more,"  before  "prcfenble. " 

IM  1— XH«rlMlMillcr**aolknkd.'* 

to  note  — •'AMidorViitil,lliiBia^*'rMdl5ft. 

170  note  — "Poorte,"  read  Porte. 

170  note  — "Straiglit  pate."  read  si  rait  gate. 

214  line  9 — "Oiiginater*,"  read  origmatort. 

m  IT— IM«''MiOk*'iA«<^Mr]r«.» 

«1  l».«*8ti]«niA4«ii. 

40^  17— "Devotitcilly,"  read  devoutlv. 

420        17— "Before  ravizilcs,"  readjim. 

444       35— "Feature*,' '  read  JMurt. 


WlMnrm  Um  ward  "OttaantlWfpe'*  oeeanb  tmmI  arinutome. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


0 


INTRODUCTORY  CHAPTER. 

In  presenting  a  memoir  to  the  reader,  of  the  person  whose 
name  \%  piefized  to  this  Tolnme^  the  writer  cannot  resist  the 
indination  he  feels  to  notice  some  of  the  most  remarkable 

events  in  the  liislory  of  thu  NlIIili lands,  prior  to  the  birth 
of  this  distinguished  man.  These  were  so  deeply  inter- 
esting, as  to  excite  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  Tliey 
originated  with  the  dark  and  suspicions  spirit  of  Philip  the 
Secoody  the  bigoted  monarch  of  Spain.  This  prince  was 
prompted  to  direct  a  large  porlioii  of  the  forces  of  his  umpire 
against  his  Belgic  sabjectSy  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
their  liberties,  and  arresting  the  progress  of  the  Reformation, 
which  had  found  its  way  amongst  them.  They  had 
previously  been  visited  with  the  displeasure  of  Charles  the 
Fifth,  the  father  of  Philip,  for  having  dared  to  adopt  a 
religious  creed  differing  £rom  that  he  wished  to  impose  upon 
them.  The  early  part  of  this  monarches  reign  was  distin* 
guisbed  by  the  most  tremendous  forms  of  peraecntioni  so 
that  in  the  space  of  a  few  years,  not  less  than  fifty  thousand* 
erf  his  Flemish  subjects  were  destroyed,  either  by  the  fire, 
the  gibbet,  or  other  modes  of  torture  equally  cruel  and  san- 
goinaiy.  But  instead  of  the  spirit  of  inquiry  being  allayed 
by  these  cruelties,  it  seemed  to  be  excited  to  greater  actiTity, 
and  the  principles  lie  tlius  endeavoured  to  exiirpatc,  spread 
more  widely  in  spite  of  these  severities.  **This  fact  being 
witnessed  by  Maiy  queen  of  Hungary,  sister  to  the  emperor, 

•  Bifndt  tays  eighty  thonaaiid. 
B 
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and  goveruaote  oi  the  Low  Couutries,  she  endeavoured  to 
soften  the  emperor,  and  invited  him  into  the  Low  CountrieSy 
to  behold  with  his  own  eyes  how  persecntiou  begat  heresy. 
Charles  wisely  listened  to  her  adyice,  and  prudently  gave 
up  his  severities."*  But  Philip  his  son  and  successor,  was 
incapable  of  being  softened  by  any  sucli  circumstance,  and 
while  the  spread  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Refonnation  seemed 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  his  Tictims,  so  his 
malignant  heart  burned  with  mure  intense  feelings  of  cruelty, 
and  more  determined  purposes  of  destruction.  Hence,  when 
one  of  his  ministers  represented  to  him  the  probability  of  a 
general  rerolt  of  the  Bdgie  proTinceSi  unless  the  severity  of 
the  inquisition  were  mitigated,  he  said,  **  I  had  rather  be 
without  subjects,  llip.n  be  a  king  of  heretics^f  The  man 
who  could  utter  this  sentiment  in  cool  blood,  and  Philip  was 
rarely  otherwise,  was  capable  of  the  foulest  deeds. 

To  attempt  to  draw  a  portrait  of  this  petsonage  Is  no 
pleasing  task  ;  and  if  one  half  be  true  which  is  asserted  of 
hira  by  liistorians,  the  picture  must  be  deeply  sliaded. 
Gifted  with  powerful  talents,  these  were  blighted  and  paral- 
yzed by  mistrust,  which  like  a  dark  spectre  hannted  and 
spell-bound  all  his  powers.  Cold,  cruel,  haughty,  and  sus* 
picious,  he  treated  with  studied  reserve,^  and  imperious 

•  Modem  Univmtl  Hittory,  vol.  lU.  p.  SI.  GfiSMtlioTpe  and  Bmidt. 
For  this  die  wis  tospeeted  bj  liie  Pope  athmMj»'—'Bnmdt,  toL  i.  p.  90. 
f  UniveiMl  Hiitoiy. 

%  Hit  eold  icwrf  e  tnd  diidainftil  eondnel,  in  one  imluioe,  m»  attended 
with  eiagalar  eflbot  AnliiqQifltor,wholMidbeeB«ee«etoiiiedtobetNsted 
with  that  digaiM  fieedom  Charles  the  Fifth  shewed  to  his  prindpel  sab. 
jecCi»  went  to  wait  upon  Philip ;  bat  being  kept  in  the  antediamber  till  bis 
patienee  was  enhansted,  he  at  length  pcessed  fiwwizd  into  the  picsenee  of 
Philip,  as  he  was  wont  to  do  In  Charles's  time.  Bnt  thnagh  Ills  ol^eet  was 
that  of  proeuring  another  bloody  plaesid,  whieh  mast  hafie  been  pleasing  to 
tho  kiagi  nercithe]e«,  he  leeelved  him  with  saeh  eold  and  haogbty  disdain» 
that  the  inqnisilor  left  his  piesene^  gnashing  his  teeth  with  rsge^  and  letiied 
to  the  boose  of  the  piesident  VigUns,  where  he  fell  down,  became  deianged, 
and  died  shorti  j  after  in  a  stale  of  nuMlaess.  So  early  did  this  banghty 
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disdain  those  who  stood  around  him.  OoFenied  by  selfish* 
ness,  dissimiilatioii}  pride,  and  Ioto  of  power;  he  waa 
a  ftranger  to  pity,  benevolence,  and  humanity.  Religion 

wilh  him  was  mere  supersLition,  a.n({  partook  iiiorc  of  the 
nature  of  a  moral  disease,  than  that  of  a  salutary  remedy ; 
and  instead  of  spreading  a  bland  and  softening  inflaence 
cfww  his  chaiaeter.  It  only  gnve  the  force  of  principle  to 
the  purposes  of  a  heart  natm«lly  omel,  and  its  sanction  to 
his  bigoted  vengeance  in  lav  our  oi  the  superstitious  dogmas 
of  Rome.  In  his  character  was  seen  the  incongruous 
association  of  the  bigoted  derotee^  and  foul  debaaehee^* 
With  him,  to  murder  in  defence  of  Popery,  waa  piety ; 
while  to  listen  to  the  cries  of  a  sufibring  victim,  with 
any  thing  lilce  the  yeanlings  of  pity,  would  have  been 
deemed  an  unpardonable  sin.  Hence,  when  witnessing 
an  aMio-de-Zegf  in  the  city  of  Valladolidy  and  sitting  in 
sight  of  the  unhappy  victimsy  one  of  them,  a  protestant 
nobleman,  by  the  name  of  Don  Carlos  di  Sessa,  when 
being  led  by  the  executioners  to  the  stake,  called  out 
to  the  king  for  mercy,  saying : — And  canst  thou  thus,  O 
long  i  witness  the  tomenta  of  thy  subjects  i  save  us  from 
thia  cruel  death,  we  do  not  deserve  it^   ^No,**  Philip 

■plflt  of  diidsin  abew  iltdf  in  Philip^  that  it  ii  nlolia  4if  bin,  tfastevrn  la 
bit  ■^^'^'^^^^  jrvan,  when  Ui  fklher  on  one  oconion  made  hit  entry  into 
Antifwmaiid  woi  raoeired  bythemagiiCzatef  and  people,  with  piofonnd  rat* 
peet,  Philip  behdd  itoU  witfumtonee  moving  hie  honnet,  whidi  io  provoked 
Cheriee,  thet  he  gmtho  jtmng  udiln  n  boson  the  eor,  la  the  pieewee  of 
all  the  people^  Myhigt  ^Did  Vlvne  jonrpuNeptor  teteh  yon  theee  nuaneii }  ** 

WhUa  la  Bnglend  m  the  hnebead  of  Mevy,  ho  enlTeied  the  ehlef  noUU^ 
to  lemnin  in  hie  preeeaoo^  withont  taking  ony  notice  of  them,  Biinotaty^ 
**  Hie  eorriege  woe  etioh,  thet  the  eotlng  him  end  his  Speaiurde,  wee  one  of 
the  sniM  dlTorrione  of  Qneen  BUssbeth'e  court*' 

•  ll«rlaans»  n bisotod  CathoUo^  eaye>  "he  wnea  piiace  nemsihahlo  fcf 
oeaw  vittaee^— oe  libereU^,  reeoktlon,  figileacy,  ohetendonenees  la  eating 
and  drinking;  hut  no  ieee  for  many  TiB<%  at  Inet,  craelty,pride^pefiidiooe. 
mm,  and  aeremi  othem. 

f  BhMpheamMly  meeae  on  oH  ^JiM,^Bnmdtt  vol  L  p.  13S. 
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sternly  replied,  "  I  would  carry  wood  to  bum  my  own  son, 
were  he  such  a  wretch  as  thou."^*  After  which  he  beheld 
the  horrid  spectacle  that  foHowed,  with  that  degree  of  com- 
posure and  tranquillity  which  betokened  the  most  unfeeling 
heart.t  Sucli  a  man,  while  he  was  the  worthy  husbaud  of 
our  own  bloody  Mary,  was  a  tremendous  being  to  have  the 
liTOSi  thefortiineSy  and  the  consciences  of  millions  of  snbjects 
at  his  disposal :  bat  such  a  man  as  their  sovereign^  the  ill- 
fated  Dutch  were  compelled  to  receive,  when  the  emperor 
Charles  the  Fifth  presented  him  with  his  ]ii  Igic  dominions. 

In  the  character  of  a  persecutor^  he  far  surpassed  in  cru- 
elty and  resolution  any  inqaisitoivgeneral  or  his  foulesl 
fsmiliars.  The  truth  of  this  statement  will  be  seen  irom  the 
following  fact :  The  Dutch  apprehending  ihat  llic  m(j[uibiliun 

•  How  far  Philip  shewed  himself  capable  of  so  hideous  au  act,  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  his  son  Don  Carlos,  heir  to  the  throne,  then  present 
to  witne»  the  horrid  scene,  was  pnt  to  tatb,  too  ftttally  pnif«d.  The  melan- 
choly end  of  this  prim^  being  so  well  known,  it  is  nnneo^ary  to  insert  the 
account  here.  Some  modem  writers,  however,  hare  attempted  to  soften 
down  the  atrocity  of  the  act  j  bnt  Msrttmui  asserts,  in  bis  history  of  Spain, 
^  Hieie  ii  no  doiibt  tbat  be  [Ctelot]  wai  poiwned  by  his  father's  command.'* 
Tbe  crime  Htb  prince  appeon  to  have  boen  sympathy  for  the  suffering 
poopto  of  Uie  Netbcriaada,  iriiicfa  wai  pfobtUy  nooomptnicd  with  a  wiifa  to 
share  the  gnTenunent  with  bit  father,  in  aome  of  the  prorlnoM  of  hia  ez> 
tended  dominions. 

f  The  Catholic  priaoss  of  that  period  seem  to  hare  had  a  Strang  pradllee- 
tkm  for  such  sighto  and  seenes.  ibnee  Charies  the  Ninth  4tf  Fjraace,  aeeom. 
panted  by  bis  motbc^  stood  at  tlie  window  of  Us  palace,  not  merely  to 
witnsss  tbe  slani^itor  (tf  tlie  Hqgnnoli^  bnt  find  «ni  those  trito  wera  atlempl- 
ing to  escaps^  oiTing  to  their  paisnef%  Kill!  fcili!  kill thsm!  Inpeiftet 
beeping  with  this  condoot,  he  snbeeqnenilj  ordered  tbe  execotiim  of  two 
Hogooot  'Gentlemen,  who  bod  escaped  tbe  geneml  slangbter.  And  he  was 
so  desiiOQS  of  M^fsy^  the  «<fUof  their  Imtt  afsafci,  that  as  it  waa  alfAt 
beibfe  they  were  coadMcfid  to  Ibe  ^iM,  be  commanded  lenAse  to  be  M 
to  tbe>bMtof  tbe  vrimbtpbr-^HUi.  t^Oig  hmf^  ^Frmte,  ffcfte  twee  Fdolt. 

In  this  condnct  of  Philip  and  Charles^  we  see  tbe  effect  of  fterae 
bigotry,  generated  by  the  nnrelenting  spirit  of  Popery.  Bnt  tbe  fo|. 
lowing  instance  rehted  of  Biztns  the  Fifth,  has  in  it,  if  the  phrase  may  be 
allowed,  something  horribly  dramatic  andridicobms.  A  Spanlsb  gcntkmao, 
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was  to  be  established  amongst  tbem,  sent  Cotml  EglQonty 
to  the  court  of  Philip,  humbly  to  solicit  that  it  iniglit  not  be 

introduct'd  intu  the  Low  Countries,  riiilip  ai^surcd  liim,  as  he 
had  fxequeutlj  done  others,  that  he  had  never  projected  any 
such  measure;  but  at  the  very  time  of  Egmont's  stay  at 
Madrid,  he  assembled  a  conclaye  of  bis  creatures,  doctois 
of  theology,  of  whom  he  fomuJIy  demanded  an  opinion  as 
lo  whether  he  could  conscientiously  tolerate  two  sects  of 
religion  in  the  Netherlands.  The  doctors  hoping  to  please 
him,  replied  that  he  might,  for  the  avoidance  of  a  greater 
eriL  FhOlp  trembled  with  rage,  and  exclaimed  in  a  threat> 
ening  tone,  I  ask  not  if  I  can,  but  if  I  (mght,^  Hie  theo- 
logians read  in  this  question  the  nature  of  the  expected 
reply;  and  it  was  amply  conformable  to  his  wishes.  He 
immediately  threw  himself  on  his  hnees  before  a  cracifix, 

having  tilled  a  Swiss  guard,  who  had  pushed  him  violently  with  the  sLafl 
of  his  halbert,  while  clearing  the  road  when  the  jm»]ic  wai»  going  to  ma&s» 
Was  instantly  sLturt-cl,  and  Sixtus  ordered  the  governor  of  Rome  to 
Set;  that  ju&tict:  iiuiin.'dia.l€l)-  duuc  upon  the  offender.  'l*hc  governor 
answered  tliat  he  had  given  order  for  a  process  to  he  commenced  againit 
him  speedily.  "A  process!"  said  Sixtus,  "What  occasion  is  then 
for  a  proc^  in  such  a  case  aa  this?  Don*t  talk  to  ns  of  AMrmt  lad 
otraaonict;  It  fa  oar  plearare  that  he  dionld  he  hanged  before  we  lit 
dvwii  to  dinner,  and  we  intend  to  dine  earljr  to-day,  being  somewhat 
Inu^Siy."  The  embtwdirr  of  Spain,  and  funr  cardinale  of  that  nation, 
waited  upon  hie  ludineee,  not  to  aek  Ue  Ufe^  Ibr  they  hnew  that  waa  to  no 
purpose,  bot  to  deebre  his  panlahmmt  might  be  dianged  into  beheading,  aa 
lie  wne  a  gentleman,  ont  of  regard  to  the  hononr  of  hb  flunlly,  and  that  of 
llie  whole  nation.  Slztns  ha? ing  refnied  to  eomply  with  their  reqnest,  ad. 
dieeeed  the  ambaeMidor  atemly,  and  Hud*  '*  NeTertheleis,  we  ihaU  shew 
yon  eomo  IkTonr,  and  tain  care  that  tiie  repntation  of  his  llunllj  does  not 
snfler,  by  the  honour  we  shall  do  hhn  In  being  witness  of  his  execatloo.*' 
And  indeed  be  never  stirred  fironi  the  window,  till  he  saw  bin  qnite  dead ; 
and  then  taming  round  to  those  In  the  room  with  him,  eaid,  **  htt  them 
aerre  np  dinner ;  we  shall  eat  heartily  now ;  this  piece  of  jastioe  has  served 
Ibr  a  whet  to  our  appetite.*'  After  dinner,  he  said  grace  himself,  and  rising 
ftom  table  added,  *  Thanhs  be  to  God»  wo  have  eat  veiy  heartily  to.day.**~ 
TULi^^aiHMttheFifihtkgGregoHttLde,  fol.p.»Ci. 
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aad  ff«uiiig  bit  hinds  towwds  lieaTen,  put  «p  a  prayer  Ibr  ' 
strength  in  his  resolution  to  pursue  as  deadly  enemies,  aJl 

who  viewed  that  elfigy  with  feelings  different  from  his  own.* 
To  this  statement  the  wxiter  adds,  if  this  were  not  really  t 
tacitlegiotia  finoe,  it  nnut  be  that  the  Mawphiiroiitg  fasgol 
believed  the  Deity  te  be  a  monster  of  enielty  lihe  himsdCf 

Living  ill  the  present  day,  remote  from  the  period  when 
the  daric  spirit  of  Popefy,  in  all  its  plenitude  of  pcrseciUing 
power,  was  brooding  its  phms  to  cmsh  the  civil  andiehgions 
Hbertiea  of  £Qfope»  we  have  scarcely  my  sympathy  with 
the  people  who  stood  aif^iast,  eonfovmded,  aad  homsiwstnwk, 
while  they  saw  the  Catholic  princes  combined  to  accomplish 
so  fonl  a  purpose.  Of  this  league  the  Prince  of  Orange  was 
informed,  while  an  hostage  in  Fraaee^  for  the  execntion  of 
the  peace  of  Oamlsragrp  and  aeoordingly  gave  notice  of  it  to 
his  firiends  in  the  Netherlands.  ^  I  beard,*'  says  this  prince, 
^*from  the  mouth  of  King  Henry,  that  the  duke  of  Alva  had 
agreed  with  the  French  ministers  on  the  means  of  extermino 
ating  all  who  were  sospected  of  Protestantism,  in  France^ 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  throughout  Christendom,  by  the 
universal  establishment  of  an  inquisition^  worse  and  more 
cruel  than  that  of  Spain.  I  confess  that  I  was  moved  to 
pity,  by  the  thoughts  of  so  many  good  men  doomed  to 
slaughter;  and  I  deliberately  deteiminod  to  do  my  utmost 
for  the  expulsion  of  the  Spanish  army^  the  instmment  of 
these  v^-icked  designs,  from  a  cuimlry  to  whicii  I  wdn  bound 
by  the  most  sacred  tics.**! 

To  pass  in  detail  into  a  history  of  tho  proceedings  result- 
ing from  the  resolutions  of  Bayonne,§  when  the  Queen 
Mother  of  Henry  of  France,  in  eonjonctian  with  Alra,  en* 

•  Laidiiei*!  Cyclup.  feL  x.  N«tlMriaBdiL  Bnait  aad  Giintrthoip** 
t  Ws  ma^jwi^  of  tlis  cneltiM  pisollied  hj  Philip,  aad  ooawqiMiiUy  af 
tlw  elisnetcr  of  the  man,  whra  ef»n  tbe  Fbpe  exkofted  him  to  gNSiir 
iDodentioiL^irtfMf  PkUip  li,  Aitpendix,  vol.  UL  p.  34S. 
;  Hackiatoch*t  Eaglaad.  Watooa.  vol.  iii.  p.  94&.  $  OilmcitlMipe. 
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ga^ed  to  eflRset  ihelr  -bloody  purpoteSy  would  be  foreign  to 
the  object  of  this  work.  Nc^vertheless,  it  cannot  but  be  re- 
marked^  that  when  the  foul  massacre  of  the  Protastanta  of 
f!niiee^  on  the  fttal  eve  of  Bartholoiiiewy*  filled  aU 
£iiio|ie  with  iMlaneholj  astanuhment  and  honor,  it  lighted 
up  for  once,  the  gloomy  counlciiaiicc  of  l^lnlip  with  joy; 
whoy  on  hearing  the  news  of  the  slaughter  of  the  Mugonotiy 
was  ao  excited,  that  his  pleasure  knew  no  bounds.  Hovte 
Alva  executed  lus  fiartin  thisplaaof  extenninationyiDaybe 
learned  from  his  own  words.  This  monster,  when  quitting 
the  Nethcrlajids,  after  being  foiled,  and  prevented  from  ex- 
ecuting his  sanguinary  purposes  to  their  full  extent,  at  least 
cnjqyed  the  laallgnant  satisfiustaon  of  having  to  say,  thai  he 
was  leaTing  a  eonntij,  where  within  the  space  of  five  yeaie, 
he  had,  by  various  means  of  torture,  put  to  death  eighteen 
thousand  persons.  And  yet  Vargas,  a  worthy  cumpeeY  in 
this  wotky  and  to  whom  he  connnitted  the  cbiof  businesa  of 
sianghter,  complained,  that  the  conntiy  was  lost  through 
Iholish  clemency .f 

It  was  (hiring  tliis,  and  the  subsequent  periods  of  awful 
aufiezing,  that  l^utch  heroism  maniieeted  itself  in  that  patient 
endmance,  and  Ixddaess  of  enterprise,  to  which  nothing  in 
the  histoiy  of  modem  times  can  finmish  a  paraUeLI  The 
details  of  the  sufferiiigs  of  the  inhabitants  of  Leyden,  during 
the  siege  of  that  city,  with  their  unllinching  fortitude  and 
Mohition,  are  snoh  as  would  excito  doubt,  had  they  not 
been  given  both  by  finends  and  foes.   BVom  a  nation  of 

•  A  striking  picture  of  the  horror  this  foul  deed  excited  amongst  the 
Protestants  Is  drawn  by  Fenelnn,  the  Freuch  ainba!5sador  at  the  court  of 
England,  jmliaa  a«conmtof  his  first  uidieiice  after  that  baihumus  transaoUoa. 

A  glooay  sorrow,'^  says  he,  **  mt  on  erery  face :  silence,  as  in  the  dead  of 
night,  reigned  through  all  the  chambers  of  the  ruysl  apartment :  the  ladies 
and  courtiers  clad  in  deep  mourning,  were  ranged  on  each  side ;  and  as  T 
^Msed  by  them,  in  my  approach  to  the  queen,  not  one  bestowed  on  me  a 
Sivourable  look,  or  mad«  the  least  return  to  my  salutations." 

t  GnawaOuMrpe  aoii  ^n»it,  41^.       t  Urimeathorpe,  40^.  Wabon. 
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merchants  and  mechanics,  the  Belgians,  by  their  love  of 
freedom,  and  of  the  rights  of  conscience,  were  converted 
into  heroes.  The  ruin  designed  to  be  inflicted  upon  them 
bj  the  tjimmy  of  Spain,  their  unbroken  courage  hurled 
back  upon  tliat  haughty  nation  ;  and  the  blow  they  inflicted 
upon  their  merciless  despots,  so  effectually  shook  the  power 
of  Spain^  that  she  has  not  recovered  £rom  its  effects  to  this  day* 
It  has  been  deemed  necessaiy  to  make  this  statement,  be- 
cause it  has  been  the  practice  of  a  certieun  class  of  writers,  to 
speak  of  this  poopl(>  with  the  utmost  scorn  and  contempt ; 
alleging  that  they  are  utterly  destitute  of  eveiy  great  and 
ennobling  virtue*^ 

One  circumstance  in  their  histoiy  should  however  noTer 
be  forgotten,  and  especially  by  the  English  nation ;  that  is, 
that  this  people  stood  in  phalanx  with  Britain,  in  the  hoiu:  of 
need,  when  Philip  the  Second  concentrated  the  whole  ibrce  of 
his  vast  European  dominions,  for  the  purpose  of  prostrating 
England  to  his  sway,  and  banishing  civil  and  religions 
freedom  from  these  lands.  With  the  devout  and  truly 
Protestant  mind,  the  struggle  of  the  Dutch  at  that  period, 
will  be  viewed  as  a  species  of  agency,  providentially  gov- 
erned, for  the  purpose  of  checkbg  the  despotism  and  cruelty 
of  Popery,  which  aimed  at  extinguishing  every  thing  like 
evangelical  light  and  truth,  which  had  been  spread  through 
Europe,  by  means  of  the  Keformation. 

The  Germans  first  introduced  Protestantism  into  the 
Netherlands.  This  arose  out  of  the  constant  intorcourse 
existing  between  these  tu  o  ])ortions  of  the  emperor's  domin- 
ions. To  the  spread  of  what  were  called  the  new  opinions^ 
this  monarch  was  gieady  opposed.  This  he  evinced  by 
publishing  his  fiunous  edict  in  1521,  prohibiting  the  people 
of  the  Low  Countries,  receiving  or  reading  any  books  con- 

«  Take  ft  tpedmeB  turn  tiM  Hodtem  UniTwnsl  ffittory,  voL  xsxl,  p.  a. 
*'  The  Datcb  aie  cold,  phkgiiMtie,  aniiiveiitlfe»  and  hvntal ;  without  a  tpuk 
of  genios  <«  libenlity,  ud  wholly  dMtitate  of  the  trao  ipiilt  of  catefprife.** 
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tainiDg  the  doctrines  of  Luther ;  and  consigning  to  death, 
those  who  were  found  to  hold  the  tenets  of  that  refonner.* 
Bet  in  the  lace  of  dangers  and  death,  the  people  embraced 
these  doctrines;  so  that  Philip,  when  he  was  invested  with 

his  Belgic  temtories,  found  that  the  iiiluibitants  to  a  great 
extent,  had  embraced  the  doctrines  taught  in  the  Augsburgh 
confiBSsion. 

This  man,  who  was  not  raaipdy  called  ''the  demon  of  the 
Sooth,**  rerired  the  edict  which  Charies  had  happily,  in 

the  latter  years  of  his  reign,  abolished ;  and  he  expressly 
coTHTnanded,  that  the  burning  and  living  burial,  adopted 
by  his  fiither  in  his  early  zeal,  should  again  be  institnted  in 
all  their  revolting  forms.  Under  the  direction  of  Alra  and  the 
Council  of  Troubles,  subsequently  named  by  the  people,  the 
council  of  blood,  this  edict  was  attended  to  with  savage 
feroei^,  and  the  number  of  its  victims  was  truly  appalling. 
During  the  government  of  this  ferocions  being,  nothing  like 
pubhc  instruction  seems  to  have  existed.  Nevertheless,  the 
friends  and  followers  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Refurmaliun 
were  numerous.  After  the  removal  of  Alva  from  the  Low 
Coontriesy  the  Fkotestants  became  more  bold,  and  began 
publicly  to  assemble  for  the  worship  of  God,  and  to  hear 

llioso  doctrines  preached  which  they  had  embraced.  These 
meetings  were  usually  held  under  the  cover  of  darkness,  and 
in  the  dead  of  the  night  Some  secluded  spot,  or  denselj 
dark  wood,  was  the  place  of  rendezvous;  and  thither 
the  people  hastened,  at  the  peril  of  th^  lives,  to  hear  the 
truili,  tram  the  lips  of  some  zealous  preacher.  As  hostility 
to  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of  Philip,  began  to  take  deeper 

•  Could  it  bo  mfiforndf  that  lo  s  mononh  at  CharlM  woold  allow 
tlie  foUowiag  ttatoDMaito  ooaoomiag  Lathor  to  be  insetted  in  thia  edici 
*'Itaecaiato«s,diat  tbe  person  of  the  said  Martin  Luther  Is  not  a  human 
cKataie,  bnt  a  derll  in  tbe  <gore  of  a  man,  and  ehiakcd  In  the  habit  of  a 
boiiIk,  to  enaUoUm  so  miiehtho  better  and  mom  easily  to  bilng  the  laee  of 
Mikand  lo  oveifaafcing  death  and  de8tnietioa.'*«-ilr«Mil.  voL  i  p.  40. 
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hold  upon  tlie  minds  of  the  higher  nnk%  end  espeoiallj  the 
nobility,  the  latter  deemed  it  Tight  to  torn  to  thev  own  ai>' 

coiuil,  the  love  of  religious  liberty  manifested  by  the  iintlcUc 
and  lower  classes  of  the  people.  Emboldcocd  by  the  sUciii 
■anctton  of  aome  of  the  noblesp  and  encooraged  by  the 
aTOwnd  patronage  of  othen^  the  people  began  pnblkfy  to 
assemble  in  great  nnmbefs,  and  hold  their  meettnga  in  the 

upeu  air.  This  was  ikst  doiu;  in  the  year  1500.  These 
meetings  were  similar  to  those  held  bj  the  HugoQots,  iu  the 
year  1662,  amongst  the  peaaantiyy  in  some  of  the  proiinoea 
0f  Fiance^  and  whimsioally  called  bj  the  French  go?ei»> 
ment,  in  an  etfiet  published  to  8iq>presa  iheDi»  ^^eUeg  hmi^ 
Monniercs^  or  hedge  schools. 

An  opportunity  so  favourable,  for  more  widely  extending 
the  doctrines  of  the  Kefonnation  in  the  Netherlandiv 
promptly  taken  hold  of  by  the  Protestants  of  the  nei^boitf^ 
ing  kingdoms.  This  was  especially  the  case  with  the  fol- 
lowers of  Luther  and  Calvin.  But  thi"  former  were  by  far 
the  most  nmneroiu  andsuocessiuly  and  spread  theii  doctriuea 
thiongh  the  sontiiem  proTineeSy  and  especia%  in  flandflKi. 
The  latter  chiefly  flourished  in  the  eastem  provinoea.  Oeo- 
gregations  soon  became  regularly  established;  and  some  of 
the  Roniiah  clergy  were  won  over  to  the  reformed  faitli,  and 
became  aeolona  and  bold  adrocatea  i>r  the  troth.  Amongat 
these,  deserving  eqieetal  notice^  waa  Henn«n  Stneknr^  a 
converted  monk,  a  natire  of  Oreryssel,  and  subsequently 
a  powerfiil  ami  intrepid  preacher.  This  man,  frequently  at- 
tracted an  audience  of  seven  thousand  persons  tu  hear  him. 
Btill  there  was  a  greai  lack  of  preachers^  to  supply  the  in- 
creasing desire  of  the  people  for  the  word  of  life.  This 
the  Dutch  felt  the  more  ])ainfully,  because  at  the  period 
we  are  aUuding  to,  they  had  no  means  of  educating  per*>uiis 
for  the  public  ministry.  They  were,  therefore,  chiefly  de- 
pendent upon  foreign  assistance,  Ibr  the  ministry  of  the 
Gospel,  and  the  administiation  of  religious  ofdinances 
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aasongtt  them.  Thw  cifenmstanocd,  Uiej  ATaiM  ihoaii*' 
mItm  of  the  opportimity  of  tending  their  youih  to  onlver- 

silies  founded  in  other  countries,  which  had  earlier  renounced 
pa{ial  superstition  and  domination.  Amongst  the  instil])^ 
lioBs  of  this  hind,  the  one  established  at  Qenevsy  was  then 
hi^iest  in  fepnfte.   And  Inther,  fiom  the  Law  Comitiiei^ 

were  sent,  young  men  distinguished  for  their  talents  aiid 
religions  character,  to  be  educated  for  the  ministry.  In  this 
seat  of  learning,  lieza  taught  what  Calvin  himself  called  the 

Amongst  the  persons  sent  to  this  nnmraity,  during  the 

period  in  which  Beza  filled  the  divinity  professor's  chair,  was 
Armiuius,  whose  name  lias  since  gone  forth  into  all  Chris- 
toadook  Here  it  will  be  necessaxy  to  gi?e  a  brief  history  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  in  ofder  that  the  reader  may  mate 
lolly  nndentand  the  eeoleeiastical  affidrs  of  the  Low  Goun^ 
tries  at  this  period,  and  the  events  ^vliicli  prepared  the  way 
for  the  subject  of  these  memoirs  to  take  so  prominent  a 
party  in  the  leltgiomi  contKmrsiea  which  then  agitated  the 
Nethetlanda.  This  is  the  more  important,  as  these  contoo 
versies  gave  rise  to  the  famous  Synod  of  Dort,  the  proceed- 
ings of  which  interested,  not  only  the  whole  of  Protestant 
Suvspey  but,  to  a  great  extent,  the  princes  and  theologiawi 
of  the  Catholic  states  and  ooontries** 

Axminins  was  a  man  of  rare  talents,  amiable  temper,  and 
eminent  piety.  He  first  studied  at  the  university  of  Leyden, 
and  afterwards,  by  the  liberality  of  the  honourable  senate  of 
Amsterdam,  at  €^eneva;  where  he  soon  acquired  the  lepoti^ 
tion  of  a  profonnd  scholar,  an  aente  logician,  and  an 
sible  disputant  For  a  brief  period  he  left  this  nmyeruty, 
to  pursue  his  studies  at  Basle.  Here  he;  received  particular 
marks  of  attention,  from  the  theological  professor,  Giynssus. 
On  quitting  this  nnirersity  to  retnm  to  Geneva,  thcwgh  coo^ 
IMratirely  rery  yoong,  it  was  proposed  to  honour  him  with 

•  See  Anti-SynoUua  Johqnnis  Maidfri,  He  was  Calhohc  bisUap  at  Antwerp. 
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the  degree  of  doctor,  at  the  public  ezpeDse,  which  offer  he 
modestly  declined.   After  continiiiiig  some  time  at  Generay 

he  was  recalled  by  his  patrons  to  Amsterdam,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  set  apart  to  the  ministry,  in  that  city. 

In  the  office  of  a  preacher  he  acquired  great  celebrity, 
and  was  esteemed  by  his  colleagaes  and  the  nei^bouring 
ministers,  as  an  able  divine,  and  a  profomid  theologian. 

Ill  proof  of  this,  the  well  known  circmiistance  which  led  to 
a  change  iu  his  theological  riews,  may  here  be  briefly  uo* 
ticed.  In  doing  this  it  will  be  necessary  to  ascend  a  little 
'higher  than  the  predse  period  when  this  event  took  place. 
An  ecclenastical  history  of  Holland,  now  before  me,  pub- 
lislu  d  in  German,  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Bcntham,  in 
the  year  1678,  under  the  title  of  Holldndiscfier  Kirch  und 
ScMen  Staai/*  or,  a  kutarf  f^the  church  and  uidveriiHef 
HoUand^  adverts  to  this  and  the  preceding  events,  in  so 
distinct  a  manner,  that  I  have  thought  it  right  to  translate 
and  insert  the  substance  of  his  statement,  in  this  place. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  preceding  ccntuiy,  a  person  by  the 
name  of  Hardenberg,  residing  at  £mden,  preached  against 
the  Romish  Church.  He  soon  attracted  many  hearers: 
several  of  whom  embraced  his  seuLimcnts.  Amongst  these 
wag  one  by  the  name  of  Clemens  Martenson.  This  man,  in 
the  year  ldd4,  published  a  work,  in  which  he  treated  of 
conditional  election.  This  book  was  subsequently  approved 
by  Henry  Antonides,  professor  of  theology  at  Franeker ;  and 
had  a  very  extensive  sale,  meeting  with  many  admirers  and 
advocates.  This  was  especially  the.  case  in  the  province  of 
Utrecht,  where  the  ministers  without  an  exception,  had  re- 
ceived the  sentiments  it  advocated.  Those  of  Holland  and 
1  l  ies! and,  to  a  very  great  extent,  had  done  the  same.  About 
this  time,  those  who  maintained  the  more  rigid  doctrines  of 
Calvin,  began  to  spread  more  extensively  in  the  Netherlands. 
Some  French  ministers,  who  had  embraced  the  sentiments  of 
this  reformer,  appeared  in  the  Walloon  provinces,  where  they 
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Strenuously  held  forth  aud  advocated  the  doctrines  of  their 
master.  As  these  persons  had,  by  some  means,  secured  the 
attenUon  and  support  of  the  Prince  of  Onngey  they  were 
emboldened  to  draw  up,  and  present  to  the  GoTomante^ 
jViaigarct,  Duchess  of  Paima,  a  confession  of  their  faith;  in 
which  they  introduced  the  doctrine  of  absolute  predestination. 
Lmnediately  on  the  i^pearance  of  this  confession,  which  was 
in  the  year  ld67,  it  gave  great  offence  to  many  theologians^ 
who  declared  that  the  doctrines  it  contained  on  predestina- 
tion were  binni'afions,  and  publicly  and  zealously  con- 
demned them  as  such.  Amongst  those  who  came  forward 
to  declare  their  disapprobation  of  this  confession,  were  the 
following  persons :  John  Isebrand,  preacher  at  Rotterdam ; 
Gellius  Snecanus,  preacher  at  Friesland ;  John  Holmann, 
professor  of  theology  at  Leyden ;  Jasper  Kuulhacs,  of  Ley- 
d^  i  Herman  Herberts,  of  Dort ;  Cornelius  Meiuards,  and 
ComeUaa  Wiggerts,  of  Horn ;  with  several  others.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  doctrines  of  Calvin  foond  many  advocates ; 
yet  nntliing  was  manifested  like  enmity  or  violence,  by  either 
party,  on  account  of  the  other  adopting  opposite  sentiments. 
No  meaaarea  were  pnrsned  by  either  side,  calculated  to  in- 
jure the  other ;  and  persons  of  both  parties  wers  appointed 
to  public  offices  in  the  cluirch,  without  its  being  supposed, 
that  the  one  was  more  eligible  than  the  other,  on  account  of 
his  opinions.  No  person  thought  of  branding  another  as  an 
heretic,  for  difference  of  sentiment  And  the  people  and 
ministers  associated  in  church-fellowship  in  the  most  firiendlj 
luauner,  living  in  peace  and  aiiiity  with  each  other. 

But  this  happy  state  of  things  was  not  of  long  continuance. 
This  arose  from  the  circumstance  of  those  who  had  adopted 
the  harsher  views  of  Calvin,  at  length  charging  the  persons 
who  had  received  and  maintained  the  doctrine  of  conditional 
election,  with  Pelagianism  j  adding  at  the  same  time,  that 
tliey  were  not  entirely  purged  from  the  leaven  of  Popery. 
This  chaige,  pnblidy  advanced,  was  followed  by  strong 
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excitement  against  ihcm,  whicli  painfully  manifested  itself 
ftom  time  to  time.  Dut  it  broke  out  more  violently,  allmr 
Jamet  AmiiiiiiB  had  adapted  and  defended  the  doctrine  of 
conditional  predestination.  The  ciTCnmatances  which  oeea^ 
sioned  this  talented  man  to  embrace  this  sentiment,  not  only 
demand  a  place  in  iliis  work  from  their  singularity,  but  like- 
wise Aom  the  fact  of  all  those  who  have  subsequently  adopted 
the  same  riews,  being  celled  Aiminians,  thongh  the  parties 
so  designated  may  be  averse  to  the  appellation. 

Some  persons  at  Delft,  vs  hu  maintained  the  doctrine  of 
the  sublapsarians,  published  a  work  entitled :  Jiesponsio  €ul 
ar$fummta  ptmdam  Bez»  ei  Cahini  ex  IVaetaiu  de  Prw^ 
dntmoHone^  in  caput  IX*  ad  M&mana$.  An  answer  to 
some  of  the  arguments  adduced  by  Beza  and  Calrin ;  from 
a  treatise  concerning  predesti nation,  on  the  ninth  chapter  of 
the  epistle  to  the  Komans."  Tb  ls  book  they  sent  to  Martin 
Lydiasy  at  that  time  professor  at  Franeker,  who  snbsequently 
Ibrwsrded  it  to  Arminins  at  Amsterdam,  with  a  request  that 
lie  \v(nild  defend  Beza  against  these  writers  at  Delft.  To 
perform  this  task,  Armiuius  was  the  more  ready,  from  the 
circnmstance  of  his  hanng  rei^tly  retained  frt>m  Geneva, 
where  he  had  fnlly  imbibed  the  sentiments  of  his  fetmer 
master  Beza.  Bnt  when  he  proceeded  to  an  examination  of 
the  work,  and  deliberately  wcij^hcd  the  arguments  for  and 
against  the  sentiments  it  coutaiuod,  ho  at  first  began  to 
warer,  then  to  incline  to  them,  and  finally  adopted  the  doc* 
trines  he  had  serionsly  sat  down  to  refnte.** 

Such  is  the  brief  sketch  this  writer  presents  of  religious 
opinion,  as  it  existed  amongst  the  Dutch,  immediately  after 
the  introduction  of  the  Reformation  amongst  them,  and  up  to 
the  period  in  which  Arminins  adopted  those  sentiments 
which,  after  his  death,  were  known  in  connexion  with  his 
name. 

It  is  evident  therefore,  from  this  author, — who  a'^si  rts  his 
impartiality  as  an  historian,  and  vindicates  his  claim  to  this 
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dmeler  bj  njring,  thftl  lie  has  avmded  til  fiefetenoe  to  the 
prejudiced  sUtements  of  the  followers  of  Arminius  and 
Calvin,*  himself  belonging  to  neither, — tiial  the  mild  doc- 
tnnet  of  Mclancthoii,  which  axo  the  same  as  those  of  the 
BemonatraDtSyt  had  fouad  their  wajr,  and  widely  spiead 
tfanmn^  HoHaad,  long  belore  those  of  Calvin.  This  being 
the  ease,  It  foUows  that  the  innovators  on  public  opinion, 
were  not  the  advocates  ol  conditional  predestination,  but 
those  who  disseminated  the  doctrines  of  Calvin.^  This  £iict  ia 
not  sufficiently  home  in  mind,  by  certain  wriiena^  who  find  it 

•  And  in  further  proof  of  the  justice  of  his  chiim*  to  this  character,  be 
declares  that  he  d<»e8  not,  like  many,  hlirullv  r  illow  such  Calvinistic  writers 
as  Heinsius,  Trifirlandius,  Raudartlus,  Iloornbeckius,  and  Hornius  j  neither 
diHJs  ht"  adopt  tht  statuiiRuts  of  the  Anuini&ns,  I  i  ti  n  i)ogardiu8y  Bnuidius, 
nor  tlii»s€  of  the  writers  oi'  the  Epistola)  Remonstrantiuin. 

f  That  is,  on  the  subject  uf  predestination.  So  says  Hia.ii<it  in  the  preface 
to^his  second  vulumt ,  pau'c  8,  Ho^  fur  lliis  statement  is  correct,  "will  up 
pear  from  iIk  tniiowiu^  exlruct  iruui  Mosheim.  "  The  Lutherans  mamiuin, 
that  tlie  diviuc  decrees  respcctint?  the  salvation  or  misery  of  men,  arc  foun  lt  d 
upon  a  previous  Icnowlcdgi  of  iJiLir  sentiments  and  characters  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  (toi],  foreseeing  from  all  eternity  the  faith  or  incredulity  of  dif- 
fcrent  pcrMjn'i,  iiad  roiscrved  eternal  happiness  for  the  faithful,  and  eternal 
misery  for  tlu  unbelieving  and  disobedient" — ^Vol.  ir. 

I  This  6tateiucnt  is  equally  applicable  to  Calvin  himself,  as  it  regards  his 
introdnction  into  Geneva,  of  what  Mosheim  designates,  his  melancholy  and 
di&coarBging  doctrine  of  eUnuU  and  dkfoMe  dmnaa,  Wm  opinion!  on  pra> 
destination,  says  tUt  writar^  wife  totally  diifennt  tnm  the  moit  ancient 
Halvetle  dtMu^  who  weie  fnr  horn  adopting  the  notion  of  nnnncmditioAal 
daetce,  that  ^pointed  loine  to  evtrhMting  happineis»  and  othen  to  endleai 
misery,  without  any  piefioas  regard  to  their  moml  dieiaeter  and  dNvm- 
etanoei.  And  though  the  reiy  learned  Gerdes»  hat  attempted  to  prove  that 
the  eenttmente  of  Calvin  were  the  tame  with  those  of  the  ancient  Swim 
doetoMy  j0l  tUe  otcellMt  anther  Siay  he  lefbted,  even  from  his  own  aeeonnt 
of  the  tnmnlto  thai  were  oeeaatoned  in  Switserland>  hf  the  opinion  that 
CUvln  hod  propagated  on  the  ittliijcct  of  the  IMvine  dcereei.— ToL  tv.  870. 
and  4SA.  Indeed,  Calvin  prided  himself  in  having  departed  fkom  the  notions 
ibm  generally  held  coneeming  predestination.  His  peiMcntion  of  Castalio 
snd  Botase  ibt  ex-Canndite»  lAum  he  occasioned  to  be  exiled  for  «q»pos- 
ing  his  opinions  on  predestinatioH|  we  may  notice  afterwards. 
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convenient  while  attempting  to  blast  the  fair  fame  of  Arminius, 
to  assert  that  he  was  a  wild  and  headstrong  innovator.  Such 
conduct  ham  undoubtedly  been  adopted,  for  the  purpose  of 
justifying  the  unrighteous  and  cruel  proceedings  of  the 
Synod  of  Dort,  towards  those  who  espoused  bis  opinions, 
and  who  were  then,  as  now,  known  by  the  name  of  Remon- 
strants. So  important  do  we  think  this  view  of  the  history 
of  the  early  opinions  of  the  people  of  the  Netherlands,  that 
we  shall  present  the  reader  with  one  or  two  more  extracts 
from  other  writers,  on  the  same  subject. 

Vassor,  who  iu  his  history  of  Lewis  the  Thirteenth,  gives 
a  fair  and  extended  account  of  the  religious  eonunotions 
of  the  Low  Countries,  and  especially  of  the  disputes  between 
the  followers  of  Arminius  and  Calvin,  makes  the  following 
statement:*  "  The  boolis  of  Erasmus,  Mclancthon,  and  iiul- 
lenger,  being  very  much  esteemed  in  Holland,  these  ^vorks 
had  not  a  little  contributed  to  make  people  relish  the  Refor- 
mation. The  most  sensible  and  understanding  persons  of 
the  province,  had  a  strontTcr  inclination  for  the  calm,  mod- 
erate seDtiments  of  these  divined,  upon  grace  and  predestina- 
tion, than  for  the  hypotheses  of  the  rigid  reformed.  The 
sentiments  of  Mdancthon  were  more  in  accordance  with  the 
primitive  Greek  fathers,  than  those  of  Augustin,  and  being 
more  ancient  and  rational  than  the  latter,  they  were  very 
generally  adopted. 

"Calvin,  Zanchius,  Beza,  and  others  of  the  reformed  divines, 
remained  strongly  adhering  to  St  Augnstin^s  tenets;  yea, 

some  of  them  used  harsher  expressions.  Several,  however, 

of  these  divines,  having  duly  searched  and  examined  the 
Sciptures,  the  opinion  of  St  Chrysostom  and  the  prim- 
itive Greeks,  appeared  to  them  much  preferable  to  that  of 
Augustin.  Nevertheless,  the  ministers  who  had  studied  re* 
ligion,  by  reading  the  works  of  Calvin  and  Beza,  obstinately 

•  I  haTO  not  tiioiiglit  myidf  at  llbeftj  to  alter  the  phiaioology  of  thit 
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maintaiiied  the  doctrine  of  their  masters,  in  so  much,  that 
there  existed  tome  notable  and  substantial  differences 
between  the  principles  of  the  chnrchmen  and  the  magistrates. 
Both  parties  formed  to  themselves  quite  different  notions  of 
the  thing  they  called  Refortnation,  or  Refonned  Doctrine, 
The  ministers^  by  these  words^  meant  the  dotjtmas  or  points  of 
divinity  explained  by  their  great  authors,  inserted  in  the 
confession  of  faith. — And  some  of  these,  always  headstrong 
and  fiery  in  upholding  their  opinions  and  prejudices,  ever 
and  anon  railed  at  the  magistrates,  for  their  want  of  zeal  for 
the  sound  doctrine ;  and  the  latter  again  complamed,  that 
the  others  were  a  parcel  of  obstinate  and  inflexible  persons, 
who  wtjukl  have  every  body  implicitly  and  blindly  embrace 
their  particular  sentiments. 

*^When  the  ecclesiastics  summoned  such  as  withstood 
the  positions  of  Calvin  and  Beza,  touching  predestmation 
and  iree-grace,  before  the  magistrates,  as  a  sort  of  people 
who  subverted  the  very  foundation  of  the  Reformation, 
the  wisest  and  most  enlightened  amongst  them,  demanded 
of  these  new  upstart  inquisitors,  if  they  meant  to  say,' 
that  it  was  impossible  to  be  a  good  reformed  Christian 
without  embracing  the  tenets  of  St.  Augustin  and  his 
disciples.  Ever  since  the  Reformation  in  Holland,  those 
sentiments  that  are  contrary  to  that  doctor's  system,  had 
always  prevailed,  and  the  states  of  Holland  had  not  so  much 
as  approved  of  the  confession  of  fiuth  received  in  the  Belgic 
churches.  Might  not  this  be  a  sufficient  ])roof,  that  these 
wise  grave  senators  believed,  that  the  coui])ilcrs  of  this  form 
had  laid  down  some  articles  not  absolutely  necessary, 
which  ought  to  have  been  expressed  after  a  more  gentle 
maimer,  less  capable  of  giving  offence  to  those  who  could 
not  swallow  all  the  private  sentiments  of  the  first  reformer. 

"  Some  able  learned  divines  of  the  Reformation  muntained, 
and  that  publicly,  the  tenets  of  universal  grace,  of  a  power  of 
resisting  its  operations,  and  of  conditionsl  predestination,  and 

c 
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they  were  ako  taui^t  bj  many  learned  Holkiidersy  and  openly 
defended,  befoie  Anmnim  preached  at  Amsterdam.  They 

had  been  read  in  public  lectures  at  Leyden,  long  before 
Goraarus  had  appeared  against  him.  Tin  ir  A\  (irks  are  still 
extant.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  some  too  hut-hcadcd  zcalotSy 
stickled  very  much  to  blemish  the  reputation  of  the  anthois 
and  their  works ;  but  the  states  of  Holland  alirajs  put  a  stop 
to  their  impetuous  zeal.  Some  professors  at  Leyden  assumed 
an  entire  liberty  to  teach  in  conformity  with  MelancLlion's 
doctrine,"* 

Similar  quotations  might  be  made  firom  other  writecs;  but 
we  shall  only  add  to  the  above,  one  from  the  Annates  dm 

PaiS'Bas  of  Grotius.f  "  When  the  people  of  llollaiid  began 
to  throw  off  the  doniiuion  and  doctnnes  of  Popery,  they  had 
no  standard  of  faith,  nor  time  to  enter  into  disputes  on 
points  of  doctrine*  Each  man,  therefore,  adopted  his  own 
sentiments,  undistuibed  by  his  neighbour.  But  after  a  length 
of  time,  when  some  young  men,  who  had  studied  imder  the 
doctors  of  Geneva  and  Nassau,  were  allowed  to  officiate 
as  ministers  amongst  them,  they  soon  endeavoured  to 
force  their  opuodons  on  the  Dutch  churches,  and  availed 
themselves  of  the  first  opportunity  to  accomplish  their  pur- 
pose. Ill  carrying  ilieir  measures,  they  attempted  to  pass  a 
law  in  the  Classis,]:  that  no  persons  should  be  admitted  to 
the  ministry,  but  those  who  had  adopted  the  opinions  they 
themselves  had  received.    Not  satisfied  with  this,  tbej 

•  Le  yiHHit>i  Ltwis  zUL 

f  We  tntndate  Dram  the  folio  edition  in  Fmieb. 

X  In  ld71»  they  tnceeedod  in  getting  a  law  passed,  thmt  no  one  ehoold  bo 
•dmitted  at  a  minister  till  be  bad  been  examined,  and  had  eabecrtbed  to  the 
flonteion.  The  termi  of  admlnion  irere  narowed  and  mow  rigoionily 
foieed  by  anbseqnent  decreea,  in  1576  and  IS86.  finch  aa  wen  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  themittiitiy  thqr  ezamtned  moie  atrietly,  and  others  alicady  in  the 
minlftiy,  whom  they  diacoveied  to  be  emmeone  in  their  doctrines,  they 
censwed  and  cast  out.    lUa  Is  the  testimonj  of  a  rigid  Cilvinialie 
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wished  to  exclude  others  who  had  long  officiated  as  prcach- 
en,  but  whose  sentimento  were  not  in  aeoofdanoe  witli  their 
own*  Hiese  ctrcamstaiices  occasioiied  the  other  fMurty  to 

make  frequent  appeals  to  the  States,  asserting  that  their 
doctrines  were  such  as  had  formerly  been  taught,  and  pub- 
licly sanctioned  by  the  people,  the  States,  and  the  ministexa 
of  the  chnrehes." 

Hie  antfaority,  and  f)faifle>worthy  fakterpoaKkm  of  the 
magistrates,  to  restrain  the  quenilous  and  dogmatical  bear- 
ing of  the  divines  of  the  Geneva  school,  though  not 
invariably  snccesafal,*  yet  at  least  psere&ted  these  person% 

•  Tliis  will  be  seen  from  the  treatment  some  of  tlic  persons  met  with, 
named  ut  pagt^  21  and  22,  who  bad  opxtuscd  the  doctrine  of  abiwlute  pre- 
dcstinattoui  either  prior  to,  or  at  the  period  when  it  wils  inserted  in  the  con- 
fession. It  is  true,  during  the  space  of  sixteen  years,  uu  jneasurca  were 
adopted  airainst  them, — the  defenders  of  this  doctrine  being  too  few  to  carry 
their  purposes, — but  when  they  increased  in  numbers  and  iuHacDce,  thcj 
piocecded  to  make  use  of  tlit  ir  power  to  persecute  them. 

The  ca^e  of  Koulhacs  may  be  first  noticed.  lie  engaged  ni  a  dispute  with 
his  colleague  Luke  llespe,  who  maintained,  that  all  i)ers<)ns  sho  uccom- 
pauied  liiin  to  ilit  Lord's  table,  must  be  of  bis  opinion  iu  uU  points; 
and  if  iIr  v  were  not,  be  would  neither  break  the  Lord's  bread  with 
tiitia,  iiuf  usvu  tlicm  as  brctlireu."  Koolbacs  published  a  pamphlet,  in  which 
be  asserted,  **that  wc  arc  bound  to  own  all  them  as  brethren,  who  agree  with 
OS  in  fundamentals,  and  arc  willing  to  live  in  peace  with  us,  though  they 
maj  not  know  as  mnvk  as  wc  do."  II«  also  refused  to  comply  with  a  rala 
that  required,  that  those  pcnont  diottld  not  lie  owned  at  1»ettireii»  who 
denied  the  doctrine  of  abaolate  predettinatiou.  He  was  excommnnieatod  hi 
1968,  Tide  occasfeoed  inoch  dlipntatiiMiy  which  oontlaaed  for  many 
yeaia.  At  length,  by  the  interposition  of  some  gentlemen,  bis  clerical 
bielhien  wcie  icconeUed  to  him  for  a  time,  on  ceriahi  conditions  j  amongst 
thceo  the  ihllowing  was  one,  **tfaat  ho  sboold  declare  that  fbe  Bclgic 
confession  was  scriptural,  except  in  the  matter  of  foprabotionf  in  the 
dzteonth  article ;  and  that  be  should  consent  te  bave  his  books  suppressed, 
and  should  remain  sileatin  referanee  to  what  bo  did  not  yet  fuUy  understand 
eooeenilag  the  doctrine  contained  in  that  article,  and  sbonld  by  no  ncstns 
mf*T'*f*",  fAol  tibe  graee  fff  God  csfsiiJM  to  oil  own,  ond  to  sorry  fenm  m 
frntUeiJlar,*  But  altbongb  be  expressed  his  asMut  to  these  ternu^  he  was 

*  How  ttiw  twilliis—  swaa  iapoM  this  coaditicn  —  a  wMfiw  imbmIwiwh  bi  tfcs  tw  of 
Ihsfcllowlegilitfiat.IoMasttdii  «  Am  gmot  of  Ood,  Ihst  Msptt  alnlisa,  hilb 
•ipMnd«alsdlMa.*x-.Ttt.U  11. 
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for  a  time)  from  proceediiig  to  peneeote  and  excommimieate 
those  ministers  who  disagreed  with  them  on  doctrinal  subjects. 
But  the  civil  commotions  of  the  provinces^  at  a  subsuqucnt 

uererthelen  subjected  to  muy  fezatioM  and  maligiuiit  proee«di^gi|  b«Am 
he  was  again  acknowledg^ed  at  a  miniilcff  of  the  GospeL  Fettos  Hommiits, 
of  whom  we  shall  ha?«  mneb  to  say  hereafter,  endearoiired  to  get  ham  tx- 
cofanaiiicated  a  eeeond  tim^  in  ie(M>  but  the  Stalee  premted  it 

Henna  Hwiierte,  in  ISea,  otaatsed  vltb  hotoiodoxy  bj  eeme  of  hli 
CeUow  ministen^  and  aeenaed  of  publishing  an  Anabaptist  booh.  Hm  Gov- 
eniment  deputed  Ibnr  conunlsuonen  to  hear  the  cbaige  and  deftnoe^  The 
parties  wlio  accused  liim,  not  having  evidenee  to  substantiate  their  aeeosa. 
tion,  asserted  that  it  was  his  duty  to  become  his  own  accuser,  and  achnow- 
ledge  the  tmth  of  their  aliiBgations.  This  was  done  in  such  a  domlneeilng 
toney  that  the  Heer  Tan  Nispen,  one  of  the  commissionei%  said  to  them,  Gmi- 
Omen,  I  haw  rwad  the  Kiiiaiy  of  the  ^mitk  Im^uMtiem,  M/accerwesma 
piece  where  I  m»  m  Uvdg  upieiwe  ef  Um  here  J*  Herberts  afterwards  con> 
seated  to  subscribe  to  the  confession,  if  they  would  allow  him  to  inter|net 
{be  sixteenth  article*  so  that  it  might  not  be  understood  "to  make  God  the 
author  of  sln.» 

He  sttbw^uently  incnned  the  chaige  of  lieterodoxy,  and  the  cleigy  were 
about  to  excommunicate  him,  but  the  magistmtes  of  Gouda,  to  which  place 
he  had  remoTcd,  interfered,  and  prohibited  them  firom  thus  proceeding 
against  him.  Through  their  fttvonr  he  was  protected,  and  continued  to  pro- 
claim for  twenty-five  years,  the  doctrine  of  cooditional  dection,  at  the  end 
of  whicli  period,  he  died  in  peace,  with  the  devout  resignation  and  fortitude 
of  a  holy  Ciiristian. 

WiggcrtB  wes  8u<;pcTi(lcd  by  the  Synod  of  Alkmaer,  in  the  year  1587, 
under  the  charge  of  holding  heterodox  sentiments,  on  the  doctrines  of  election^ 
vocation,  and  the  perseverance  of  the  saints.  The  States  were  petitioned  to 
sn^endhini  froai  his  office,  but  instead  of  so  doing,  they  forbade  the  ministers 
to  proceed  any  farther  against  him.  Chafed  and  galled,  however,  by  their  sab> 
sequent  bigoted  and  vexatious  intenneddiings,  he  flaaUy  withdrew  tnm  them; 

•  We  will  present  the  reader  with  an  exact  copy  of  this  article  in 
French,  in  which  language  it  was  originally  drawn  up,  in  the  year  l.>()6. 
"  Nous  crotjons  (juf  totilc  U'  Lu/nh-  tV  Adam  etttnt  nin/ii  prvcijiiti't'  en  perdition 
et  ruitu-  par  la  Fantt  du  Prvmirr  llommv,  Dint  s'cst  deinoiistri  td  ffu'il  t'st,  d 
Sijavoir  Miscricordii  iLV  vt  Ju^tc.  Misfrinndifur,  ni  rttirant  t  t  suaiant  de  cette 
Perdilian  ccttx,  lestjiuls,  en  son  Conscil  Ktt  rucl  t  t  Immtml  lt;  it  a  tiem  et  choisis 
par  sa  Pure  Bvnli'  m  Jrtnt  f  hrist  Xos/rr  S(  »<//u  j/r,  svn\  innnni  nfurd  dv  U  ur» 
Oettvres.  Juste^  an  iu<««anl  lv«  tiutrcM  en  le»r  Jiuineet  Trebmhementf  ou  iU  «e 
iovU  precipitex*** 
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period,  presented  an  opportunity  too  fitronrable  to  be  allowe4 
to  pass  unimproved  by  these  bigoted  and  restless  spirits,  to 

accomplish  their  designs  of  suppressing  every  opinion  that 
was  not  in  conformity  with  the  rigid  doctrines  of  Calvin 
and  Beza,   Of  this  conduct^  JBentham,  in  the  work  ahready 

■adcetsing  to  preadi  in  the  diaichM»  be  Wgin  to  exereiiebia  miniitiy  in  a 
privKte  hoiue.  Tlie  deigy  oomplaiBed  of  tbii  to  Uw  Stalet»  nyiog  be  wonld 
bj  the  Hiiniiletioii  of  e  new  wet,  and  requested  tbem  to  pievent  bis  belding 
piifateiBeetiiip}  bstthey  leAitedtolifteiitotbeireiitnetlet.  fietfaewftNtt 
eontiniied  to  preacb.  Tba  minirtere  grew  damoroM,  and  io»ifted  tbet  he  thonl4 
cceae  pireehiBg ;  bot  be  wee  not  e  man  to  be  awed  by  Ihem,  and  when  thej 
ftieatened  to  ezconuntinicato  bin,  be  told  tbem  they  might  do  wb^ttbegr 
pleaeed,  lince  he  wee  no  longer  of  their  dinreh  $  he  hoped  every  thing  that 
wm  good  ikom  tiie  Stateit  bat  if  it  thonld  liappen  otfacnriMt  he  wai  pre- 
pared  to  eaffn  for  tlie  Lord  Jeew,  who,  ha  doabted  no^  wonld  enable  hin| 
to  bear  it  fidttifolly.  He  bowerer  sent  a  cballeaga  to  those  who  bad  pro* 
no  nneed  and  condemned  bim  as  heterodox ;  offering  to  di^ato  with  tbem, 
poblicly,  on  the  points  on  which  they  difTered.  This  challenge  was  not  accept- 
ed; and  if  it  bad  been,  it  is  most  probable  that  the  magistrates  would  have  in- 
taiposed  to  prevent  the  dispoto  taking  place.  They  were  particnlarlj  sensitive 
on  these  natters,  and  nerer  snffertd  u  i)ublic  discussion  to  be  held  without 
their  concurrence.  This  aruse  from  the  apprehension  that  their  frequency 
wonld  agitate  the  minds  of  the  people ;  and  when  they  were  permitted,  with 
the  hope  of  producing  peace  and  unanimity  amongst  the  contending  minis' 
tars,  they  cUimed  the  ri^^t  of  sending  deputies  to  bo  present  on  the  occasion. 
Bot  of  this  they  soon  grew  tirsd,  at  which  the  reader  wiU  not  be  surprised 
when  he  reads  the  following  account.  Saravia,  one  of  the  persons  who  as- 
sisted in  drawing  up  the  confession*  was  allowed  to  dispute  with  Koomhert 
wbo  opposed  it.  Fifteen  persons  were  appointed  to  preside  on  the  occa- 
sioD ;  namely,  six  out  of  the  high  council,  one  from  the  court  of  justice, 
and  eight  from  the  assembly  of  the  States.  Notaries  were  appointed  to  take 
down  the  arguments  of  each  disputant.  Saravia  harangued  for  four  days  on 
tike  fiist  question,  and  bis  statements  filled  many  folio  sheets.  The  vcgoin- 
der  of  the  other  was  still  lonf^er.  It  was  announced  that  there  still  remained 
for^-n&ne  articles  tu  be  debated!!!  The  delegates  stared  at  each  other; 
for  allowing  the  disputants  not  to  he  more  prolix  on  the  remaining  topics, 
wiiich  was  somewhat  doubtful,  still  the  prospect  was  really  tremendous, 
and  was  too  much  even  for  Dutch  patience  itse{f.  The  delegates  quailed  at 
the  task  assigned  them,  and  the  conference  vras  broken  up:  and  Brandt 
qnaintly  intimates,  that  liaviiiL;  got  safely  out  of  the  way,  tlie/  left  the  dis- 
pntauts  to  pelt  one  aootlier  from  the  press* 
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quoted,  bitterly  complains.  This  he  does,  on  the  ground  of 
the  early  labours  of  his  countrymen,  who,  in  stripes  above 
meamrey  «n  prUom  mere /reguentf  in  deathe  ofi^  spread  the 
li^t  of  the  Refonnafion  through  these  provinces.  From 
such  a  people,  he  intimates,  the  followers  of  Luther  and 
Melancthon  deserved  better  treatment  The  coadjutors  of 
these  great  men,  had  been  so  far  successAil  in  spreading 
their  doctrines  amongst  the  Dutch,  that  the  hitter,  on  several 
occasions,  when  addressing  Protestant  or  Oatholio  piiBees 
designated  themselves  Lutherans.  And  yet,  in  several 
instances,  the  divines  of  Calvin's  school  were  subsequently 
unwilling  to  tolerate  them.* 

From  these  statements  it  w01  appear,  that  the  doctoaas 
embraced  and  pnbfished  by  ArmiiHiis,  were  not  noveMes  in 
the  Netherlands.  They  had  long  been  receivi  c],  and  Averc 
generally  taught,  especially  in  Uollaud,  which  was  by  far 
the  largest  of  the  United  Provinces.  It  is  tme^  his  master 
mind  might  give  them  a  mote  systematic  form,  but  the  great 
outlines  of  his  creed  were  taught,  before  he  was  kno\\ni  in 
Belgium.  When  therefore,  the  semi-infidel  Bayle,t  holds  up 
this  distinguished  scholar  and  amiable  man,  to  public  scorn, 
as  a  bosy  restless  changeling,  in  which  he  has  been  imitated 
by  a  modem  writer,  who  says,  ^  Arminius  was  one  of  those 

•  Hie  Intolenaee  of  die  Datcb  or  CalTinistie  dmreh  maj  be  piemtmcd 
from  the  Hut,  that  no  Lnflienai  home  of  wofdiip  wm  ellowed  to  the  States 
Oenenl  of  Hdlhmd  and  Weet  FUe8land.->£onlNer,  voL  xItL  p.  180. 

f  Hiis  man  aeeou  to  have  had  the  most  hitter  enmity  against  Aimiainiy 
•which  originated  with  the  latter  ad?oe«ting  the  doctrine  of  the  fteedom  of  the 
will,  and  oonaeqneat  rMponaihility  of  man,  opiniont  Bay  le  ahhorred.  Hb  aa- 
iomption  of  the  name  of  a  predcstiaarian  Christian,  in  coi^nnetion  with  his 
gross  Tindlestion  of  Calfin*s  sentiments,  will  he  leoeiTcd  with  no  greater  ap. 
probation  by  the  foUowers  of  that  difine,  than  the  dechiation  of  Dr.  Priestley, 
when  he  states  that  he  can  assure  his  CalTinistie  friends,  tliat  his  rlews  on 
the  freedom  of  the  will  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  of  President  Edwards 
of  America.  Bayle,  in  his  defence  of  Calvin  against  Arminins,  says,  it  is 
ntterly  impossible  that  he  cooldrvfiite  the  hypothesis  of  Calvin,  which 
admits  that  Qod  will  have  men  to  commit  sin  $*>  and  then  aaki^    Whero  ia 
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rcrtioii  spirits  that  can  nerer  let  orthodoxy  Amlm^  the 

charge  is  false,  and  amuuiiU  to  a  foul  calumny. 

Conduct  oi  this  kind,  it  is  true,  is  to  be  expected  from  such 
writsfSy  but  bow  fu  it  is  just  and  bonomable  is  saotber  matter. 
WitboDt  any  fixed  or  inflneatia]  veUgiofos  opinioBs  themselyesy 
and  being  perfectly  indifferent  to  such  subjects,  they  neverthe- 
less claim  ilie  right  of  carrying  tlieir  nolions  of  optimism  into 
these  matters  so  far,  as  to  condemn  the  man,  whose  conscience 
prompts  bim  to  adopt  and  dindge  an  opinion,  that  may  not  be 
sanctkmed  at  the  time,  either  by  the  governors  of  the  state,  or 
the  mass  of  the  people.  But  ihe  consequence  of  such  a 
theory  must  be  obvious,  and  if  correct,  would  equally  apply 
to  the  founder  of  Cbristianityi  as  to  any  of  his  followers,  in 
every  petic^  of  the  cborch's  history.  And  then,  what 
becomes  of  the  noble  band  of  martyrs,  of  this  and  other 
couniries  ?  Why,  instead  of  lendcriiig  homage  to  them,  as 
to  some  of  the  loftiest  spirits  that  ever  adorned  the  Christian 
name,  and  who^  when  standing  in  the  dungeon,  or  bound 
to  the  stake,  were  cheered  wfaOe  lookbg  through  the  vista 
of  time,  anticipating  the  effects  of  their  heroism,  in  inspir- 
ing others  with  courage  in  the  day  of  conflict  and  of  sutler- 
log,  they  are,  according  to  the  creed  of  these  gentlemen,  to 
be  contemplated,  ^as  restless  spirits,  who  could  not  let 

die  diiame  betwcan  God  pctmlttlag,  wid  being  the  author  of  ttn  }**  But 
while  thcM  two  wiiten  dalmed  brotherhood  with  the  fiiUoweri  of  Calvin  on 
Ihie  mt^eet,  tt  le  bat  ftUr  to  etale,  that  their  ol^jeet  was  veiy  diffecent  from 
that  of  the  Geneva  lefiirmer.  Theie  genttemen  denied  the  fteedom  of  the 
will,  to  get  rid  of  inan'e  acooaalahilitrp  and  liabiiitj  to  poniahment  for  hia 
aelioni.  I  fcmember  many  ycaia  lince,  conTening,  in  the  ndi^abouri. 
hood  of  Birmingham,  with  an  advocate  of  Dn  Prieitley'i  wntiment  on 
aeocuity  $  when  I  aeked  him  wimt  he  wonld  »y  to  a  deed  of  mnider  j  he 
replied  it  wae  en  ineonvenience^— an  aet  to  be  pnniihed  by  the  magistiateib 
— bat  woald  not  be  viewed  ae  an  evil  by  God  I  the  penonoommittlagtt  being 
ander  the  infloeoce  of  dvcamitances  over  which  he  had  no  control,  which 
9fet$mrUjf  niperiadiiced  a  claes  of  motivce,  that  led  to  the  deed.  Be  added, 
at  the  lametimei  that  he  who  gave  abas  acted  nuder  similar  dieamttanccs, 
and  waa  eqoaUy  aa  nndtierving  of  praise  as  the  other  of  blame. 
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orthodoxy  slumber/*  and  therefore,  only  to  be  remembered 
with  contempt  and  xeproacb. 

The  mistake  of  sucli  writer  on  these  subjects,  most  be 
traced  to  tlie  cirenmstance  of  their  looking  at  religion,  raereij 
as  a  piece  of  stale  machinery,  and  only  valuable  as  an  instru- 
ment for  governing  tlie  minds  of  the  many  for  political 
pnrposes.  This  being  the  casCi  they  are  prepared  to  con- 
denm  every  thing  like  the  boldness  of  deoisiTe  acting  in 
religion,  which  does  not  accord  with  the  dictates  of  worldly 
prudence  and  worldly  policy.  But,  with  devout  and  serious 
persons,  religion  is  contemplated  in  a  more  important  point 
of  yiew,  and  man  is  seen  as  a  responsible  agent,  who  is  as 
accoimtable  for  his  opinions  as  for  his  conduct;  and  therefore, 
for  any  one,  professing  to  be  its  subject,  to  pay  iniblic  homage 
to  that  which  his  conscience  denounces  as  wrong,  is  held  by 
as  a  species  of  mental  apostacy,  as  degrading  to  him, 
as  it  is  offensive  to  God,  who  repnret  intih  in  the  mwofd 
parts.  That  such  were  the  views  of  Arminius  on  matters  <^ 
religious  opinion,  his  unspotted  characterj  and  well  known 
probity,  fully  testify.  And  we  might  put  it  to  such  gentle- 
men themselves,  to  say  whether  his  conduct,  in  avowing 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  truth,  does  not  appear  more 
honourable,  than  that  of  a  certain  dignitary  of  the  church  of 
England,  who,  differing  from  the  creed  of  the  establishment, 
justified  himself  in  letting  orthodoxy  slumber^  by  saying, 
he  could  not  afford  to  keep  a  conscience.  Had  the  subject 
of  these  memoirs,  and  his  foUow-sufferers  acted  as  this  dig- 
nitary, they  might  have  retained  their  offices,  but  would  have 
defiled  their  consciences,  and  their  memory  would  have  gone 
down  to  posterity,  with  the  contempt  such  conduct  justly 
merits* 

The  person  who  views  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the 

change  of  sentiment  in  Arminius,  in  connexion  with  a  know- 
ledge of  his  character,  must  see  with  how  little  justice,  he 
can  be  held  up  as  a  fiery  theological  sealot.   Amiable  and 
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unpresuiuiDg,  he  wa&  diverted  from  the  usual  course  of  his 
studies,  by  the  intenneddliag  of  others ;  and  had  he  not 
thus  been  intemipted,  he  might  have  remained  esteemed  an 
orthodox  divine  to  the  end  of  his  life,  even  by  those  who  sub- 
sequt'ul  to  ihis  event  designated  him  a  herelic.  But  so  it  was 
not ;  and  the  writer  of  these  pages  places  it  amongst  the 
most  inteieating  of  religiouB  events,  and  second  to  none  but 
the  Reformation)  that  this  great  man  was  prompted  to  ex- 
amine  and  test  the  doctrines  of  Calvin,  by  the  light  of 
Scripture,  and  the  writings  of  the  fathers  of  th^  ^t  three 
centuries.  Of  these,  Moshetm  says,  that  every  one  knows, 
that  the  peculiar  doctrines  to  ^hich  the  victory  was  assign- 
ed by  the  Synod  of  Dort,  were  absolutely  unknown  in  the 
first  ages  of  the  Christian  church."  If  this  might  be  said  of 
the  Calvinism  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  with  liow  much  more 
justice  might  it  apply  to  the  Calvinism  of  the  college  of 
Geneva.  Bnt  the  most  important  result  arising  out  of 
Arrainius'  adoption  of  the  system  of  the  earlier  ages  of 
the  Christian  church,  is  the  tone  that  its  diiiusion  has  given 
to  Christian  zeal,  benevolence,  and  philanthropy.  For  a 
creed,  merely  as  a  creed,  the  writer  would  not  contend. 
Even  truth,  if  it  enlighten  the  mind,  without  changing  the 
heart,  will  not  contribute  to  the  salvation  of  its  subject, 
though  it  may  add  to  his  condemnation.  Whatever  others 
may  think  of  the  aystem  of  Arminiusi  the  writer  attributes  to 
its  bland  and  expansive  character,  all  the  gracious  excitement 
which  exists  at  the  present  day,  in  various  sections  of  the 
churclj,  manifested  in  the  attempts  now  being  ujade  to  evan- 
gelize the  world.  His  opinion  may  be  wrong ;  nevertheless, 
it  is  the  result  of  calm  deliberation ;  and  therefore,  he  has 
been  prompted  to  prepare  the  following  memoirs,  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  to  the  notice  of  the  reader,  the  history 
of  one  of  its  most  able  and  eloquent  advocates. 
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Althouoh  it  is  the  lot  of  the  Christian  church,  to  be  con* 
tinaally  exposed  to  conflict  and  sofiering,  yet  these  are  not 
iDTariaUy  of  the  same  cfaaiacter^  nor  marked  by  siniilar  dan- 
ger or  duration.  Sometiines  it  is  attacked  by  the  fbry  of 
persecution, — ^then  darkened  by  the  clouds  of  error, — now 
rent  and  distracted  by  dissensions  and  schisms, — and  not 
unfireqaently  assailed  by  all  these  evils  together.  And  if 
happily  exempt  ftom  their  inflaence,  though  but  for  a  brief 
period,  then  the  case  and  enjoyment  of  worldly  prosperity, 
too  fatally  tend  to  produce  tliat  formality  and  indifference, 
the  frequent  attendants  of  affluence  and  repose.  But  the 
beneficent  Creator  and  Preserver  of  men,  ever  intent  upon 
the  well-being  of  his  creatures,  and  the  safety  of  hb  church, 
has  always  provided  for  its  defence ;  that  amidst  the  dangers 
to  which  it  is  exposed,  it  may  continue  steadfast  in  the 
faith,  and  overcome  whatever  is  intended  to  effect  its  dee* 
tniction.  80  that  if  any  of  its  mend>ef8  £ul  of  the  enjoyment 
of  salvation,  or  become  inconstant,  and  apostatise,  this  is 
not  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  benevolence  or  fidelity 
in  God,  but  solely  to  their  own  carelesboess  and  indifference. 

Amongst  the  means  God  has  appointed  to  eSoci  the  safe^ 
and  well-being  of  his  church,  we  must  rank  the  bestowment 
of  those  eminently  gifted  men,  whom  he  has  rused  np  at 
different  periods,  and  variously  stationed  amongst  his  people. 
Kichly  endowed  with  the  spirit  of  vigilance,  piety  and 
fidelity,  they  have  been  peculiarly  qualified  to  meet  the 
dangeiB  of  the  age  in  which  they  have  lived*  Standing  like 
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bulwarks,  they  have  defended  the  churcli  under  the  most 
8ev«re  iemptations  and  conflicts.  At  one  period  exhibit- 
ing a  model  of  endurance  and  constancy  amidst  perae- 
entioii  and  soflering;  at  another  expelling  error  by  the 
evidence  and  force  of  truth;  now  allaying  the  spirit  of 
diaa^ision  by  a  bland  and  conciliatory  temper ;  then  hushing 
Ibe  stonns  of  coQtaition»  by  the  anggeationa  of  modesty  and 
meeknesa ;  and  finally^  lyy  adf-denial  and  Tenunciation  of  the 
woMf  with  aH  its  glare  of  pomp  and  pleasure,  they  have 
presented  to  public  notice  the  hallowed  power  of  piety,  in 
all  its  attractive  forms. 

The  efieeta  of  their  laboon^  thonf^  highly  beneficial  to 
ike  age  in  which  they  lived,  thiowmg  a  halo  around  it, 
have  nevertheless  not  been  coiilincd  to  that  period,  but 
have  cast  a  light  on  the  distant  of  the  future,  the 
Ueaaed  reaiilts  of  which  have  remained,  long  after  they 
hare  ceased  to  exist  npon  earth.  Amongst  these  distin- 
gnished  individuals,  Episcopins  may  jtistly  be  conndered 
as  holding  an  eminent  rank.  For  if  wc  cuiisider  him  in 
connexion  with  the  difficulties  of  the  time  in  which  he  lived, 
the  character  of  the  oontrovmiea  in  which  he  waa  engaged, 
^  q^did  talents  with  whi^  he  waa  endowed,  the  pro- 
ductions of  his  pen  while  comparatively  a  youth,  his  con- 
stant resistance  of  every  species  of  attack  on  llic  church, 
w  ith  the  piety  of  his  conduct  to  the  close  of  his  life,  proving 
that  his  actings  were  generally  under  the  fear  of  God, — it 
must  be  admitted  that  he  appears  before  ns  not  only  witii 
those  claims,  which  entitle  him  to  be  placed  amongst  these 
eminent  persons,  but  also  as  being  distinguished  with  that 
suptiiioiity  of  mind  which  must  command  our  homage,  and 
that  excellency  of  character  which  ought  to  prompt  na  to 
Imitate  hia  virtues.  With  the  desire^  therefore,  of  glo- 
riiyiiJg  God,  by  iiiducing  otliers  to  tread  in  lus  steps,  I 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  compile  a  briel  memoir  of  this  dis- 
tingniahed  man,  in  which  will  be  exhibited,  not  only  the 
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most  striking  events  of  his  life,  but  also  the  principle  occur- 
rences of  the  age  in  which  he  lived^  and  was  called  upon  to 
take  so  prominent  a  part. 

.  According  to  tlie  entiy  of  bis  birth^  found  in  tbe  regUtij 
at  Amsterdam,  Simon  Episcopins  was  bom  in  the  year  1588^ 

on  the  eighth  of  January,  and  baptized  on  the  sixteentli  of 
the  same  month,  liis  father's  name  was  Egbert  Kemmcizen 
Bisscbop';  bis  mother's,  Geeitmyd  Jans.  They  were  both  of 
honourable  and  unsullied  character^  and  as  such  were  bighlj 
esteemed.  Their  attachment  to  the  doctrines  and  institutiona 
of  the  Kdoiniatiun,  was  genuine,  and  their  avowal  oC  ii 
decisiTe,  though  attended  at  that  period^  with  great  peril  and 
danger,  in  our  Fatherland.*  They  were  married  in  tbe  year 
1573,  and  had  a  numerous  fiunily;  namely^  seven  sons 
and  three  daughters.  But  tbe  whole  of  these,  save  Simon 
and  his  two  brothers,  Rembcrt  and  Jan,  died,  either  in 
their  infancy,  or  at  an  early  period  of  life.  8imon  was 
the  youngest  but  one  of  tbe  seven  sons.  Of  Rembcrt  and 
Jan,  we  shall  have  occasion  frequently  to  apeak  in  the  sub* 
sequent  part  of  these  memoirs* 

*  The  reader  will  Mbnit  this  statement  to  be  true,  when  he  rem^nlwfs 
that  this  was  the  rerj  period  when  Alra  exercised  his  uwful  cruelties  upon 
the  Belgians.  This  wretch  was  accustomed  to  say,  that  this  people  dwelt 
nearer  to  hell  than  any  otiier,  and  sportively  stated  his  right  to  send  them 

there.  The  ntrin  ities  he  committed,  almost  exceed  belief.  Grimestone  states 
his  reiuclaiu  t  to  nnnnerate  tliem  j  nevertheless,  he  asserts  that  his  cruelties 
Were  so  uiiuatui\i.l  and  ungodly,  that  neither  Pharaoh,  Nero,  Ilcrdd,  nor  any 
Leallien  tyrant  could  ever  have  invented  greater.  He  iln  n  j)j  <k  (  ^  d^:  to  detail 
them,  through  np^vnrr^s  of  live  folio  pni^e-^  i\Ir.  (irattan,  tlic  writer  of  the 
History  of  the  NeUit Hands,  in  Ltirdm  r's  f  i/rioptgdin,  says,  history  ex- 
hibits no  horron  parallel  with  those  comuutted  at  tlus  period  in  tbt  I^ow 
Countries." 

One  of  the  practices  of  Alva  was,  to  set  s]jil'.s  in  the  corners  of  the  street* 
to  obserrc  the  ct^nDti  lumccs  of  the  peopie  ;  and  if  any  one  assumed  a  serious 
aspect)  it  was  sufiieit  iit  tr.  subji ct  him  to  the  charge  of  ProtestanUsui,  and 
he  waa  instantly  hnmed  [a  ^lauirlitL-r.— /y^/^ir//,  yol,  i.  p.  2>^0. 

Que  horrid  ciicct  aruuig  out  uf  Uus  s^siun  of  periecuiiou  and  murder 
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*  From  hig  childhood^  Simon  gave  decidre  proofs  of  ft 
vigDioQSimdeTBtaadiiiga&d  capacious  memoiy,  accompanied 
with  an  ardent  desire  to  obtain  information,  which  was 

evinced  by  his  availing  himself  of  cvcrv  opjxn'tiinity  of  read- 
ing such  books  aa  were  accessible  to  him,  so  Uiat  he  was 
seldom  seen  without  one  in  his  hand.  The  circnmstances 
of  his  parents  were  not  affluent ;  and  from  the  number  of 
their  children,  they  had  some  difficulty  in  providing  for  them 
in  a  respectable  manner.  Thus  being  without  the  means, 
it  was  not  their  design  to  give  Simon  an  education  that 
would  fit  him  for  any  of  the  learned  professions;  but  from 
the  earnest  and  continued  entreaties  of  his  ddest  brother 
Rembcrt,  joined  with  an  ufier  on  the  part  of  the  Heer  Cor- 
nelius Beuning,  formerly  one  of  the  burgomasters  of  the  city, 
to  assist  in  paying  the  expenses  of  his  education^  they  were 
at  length  prevailed  upon  to  devote  him  to  the  pursuit  of 
literature.  He  was  accordingly  sent  to  the  public  Latin 
school,  of  which  Peter  Veckemaiiiuis  \\  .^is  at  iliat  time  the 
rector  or  master.  Here^  in  a  veiy  short  time,  he  made  such 
rapid  pfogresa  in  the  acquisition  of  the  Latin  and  Greek 
languages,  as  to  attract  the  special  notice  of  several  learned 
and  distinguished  gentlemen ;  so  that  it  was  deemed  proper 
to  propose  him  to  the  notice  of  the  venerable  cuuncil  of  the 
city  of  Amsterdam,  in  order  that  he  might  be  received  as  an 

uniltr  the  name  of  n  lis^ion,  was  that  of  extinguishing  all  the  kindly  sympa- 
thies of  brotherhood,  and  humanity.  In  proof  of  this,  the  fnllowinif  facts 
may  he  atlflueed.  Two  brnthern  meeting  in  the  marlcet  place  of  one  of  tiie 
cities  of  liolluatl,  iluring  a  contest  between  the  Papist^  :iih1  Protestants,  the 
one  asked  the  f>ther  where  lie  was  g:oing,  he  replied,  to  j<nu  the  Protestant 
jiariy,  and  T,  saiti  the  other,  to  join  the  Catliolic.  "If  vuu  meet  me  in  conflict 
do  not  Sparc  me,  for  I  shall  not  spare  you.**  In  the  winter  of  16G9,  a  Protes- 
tant beinj^  punned  on  the  ice  hy  an  officer  of  justice,  under  the  direction 
of  a  popish  masristrate,  the  otiicer  fell,  and  the  ire  heinj?  thin  he  was  likely  to 
be  enifiilj  lad  la  the  water ;  the  other  perceiving  the  dani^er  of  his  j)ursucr, 
returned,  jj^avc  him  his  hand, and  at  the  risk  of  his  own  life,  saved  his  enemy's. 
The  officer  was  half  disposed  to  lethim  i;  j,  but  the  nuii^istru:»j  iltreatcning  him 
be  tbeKfure  secured  him,  and  he  was  subsequently  burnt  as  a  heretic  Brtrndt* 
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alumnus*  or  voeslerling  of  the  city.  To  this  proposal,  his 
parents,  in  the  lirsl  iustauce,  were  very  much  oj)pose(l ;  but 
yielding  at  length  to  the  counsel  and  entreaties  of  Joannes 
Kucklinufly  and  Jacobus  AnnimiiSy  both  eminent  minisleiB 
then  residing  at  Amsterdam,  he  was  accordingly  reccired 
by  tlie  honourable  senate,  as  one  of  their  alumui^  who  sub- 
sequently shewed  him  the  stzongest  marks  of  their  esteem 
and  regard. 

Haring  passed  {hrongh  the  usual  course  of  studies  taught 

in  his  native  city,  in  the  year  1600,  he  was  considered 
by  the  honourable  curators  of  the  school,  as  being  fully 
competent,  and  deservedly  meriting  to  be  sent  to  one  of 
the  univerntiesy  where  he  might  further  pursue  his  studies 
in  the  higher  branches  of  literature.  It  was  accordingly 
resolved,  that  he  sIkhiM  be  removed  to  the  uuivcrsityof 
Ley  den,  belonging  to  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States  oi 
Holland  and  West  Frieslaud. 

To  this  account,  as  given  by  Idmborch,  we  can  but  add» 
that  although  this  circumstance  was  highly  honourable  to 
the  talents  and  character  of  Episcopins,  yet  the  case  was 
not  of  rare  occurrence;  it  having  taken  place  witli  Arminius 
some  years  before,  and  others  of  similar  capabilities  and 
application.  Indeed,  the  equality  existing  amongst  the 
iiiinistcrs  of  the  Dutch  Church,  with  the  limited  sahirics 
allowed  them  by  the  state,  presented  no  inducement  to 
fimiilies  of  aristocratic  dignity  and  ample  wealth,  to  train 
up  their  sons  for  the  oITicc  of  the  sanctuary.  The  pulpit 
was  therefore  usually  occupied  by  persons  from  the  middle 
ranks  of  society ;  whilst  an  instance  of  the  son  or  relative  of 
a  noble  family  becoming  a  minister,  was  so  rare,  tliat  when 
it  did  occur,  as  in  the  case  of  TaiBnus^  formerly  a  minister 

•  I  bsTe  left  this  word  mitiaiiilAtMl ;  Millings  as  Limboicb  has  done,  the 
Datdi  dimiotttiT^  voetMhikg^  ivhicb  it  like  onr  waffd^bder-cAtU.  la  the 
reTlew  of  the  nport  of  public  edneatioa  in  Praois,  in  the  USth  No.  of  the 
Edinhugfak  X  find  it  inTwiably  ontnaslaled. 
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of  the  Walloon  cliurch  at  Amsterdam,  it  was  considered 
a  circumstance  so  extraordinary,  that  Brandt  could  not 
allow  it  to  pass  without  noticing  it  more  than  once.  By 
the  unprgudic«d  and  uninterested^  the  excellency  of  such 
a  system  must  be  allowed.  For  whilst  It  presented  no  temp- 
tations to  tlio  profane  aiicl  indolent,  to  enter  the  sanctuary 
for  wealth,  yot  it  opened  the  path  of  honourable  distinction 
to  the  mm  of  talcDt,  diligence^  and  senous  deportment* 
Destituto  of  the  consideration  which  birth  or  wealth  com* 
mands,  the  Dntch  minister,  to  obtain  eminence^  found 
it  necesj^ary  tu  become  the  industrious  student,  £ulhiul 
preacher,  and  diligent  pastor.  The  habits  consequent 
on  such  a  conrso,  gave  sedateness  to  the  character,  and 
mental  snpeiiority  to  their  suljcct,  and  he  reaped  the  ad- 
vantage of  them,  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  esteem  ever  atten- 
dant on  the  ministerial  office,  when  sustained  witli  learning, 
probity,  and  piety.  This  circumstance  accounts  for  the 
clerical  chazafiter  being  moto  venerated  in  states  where  the 
revenues  of  tho  church  are  comparatively  limited,  than  in 
those  where  its  ministers  arc  supported  with  princely  fortunes, 
and  in  too  many  instances  fall  tho  victims  of  princely  yiccs. 
Such  conduct,  not  merely  occasions  disesteem  of  the  clerical 
office,  on  the  part  of  the  people,  but  likewise  prepares 
them  to  scoff  at  religion,  and  become  the  subjects  of  impiety 
and  deep-rooted  infidelity. 

The  results  of  the  ecclesiastical  arrangements  amongst 
Ifae  Dutch,  were  very  evident  in  the  talent,  scholarship, 
and  commanding  influence  of  the  Belgic  clergy.  This 
was  especially  the  case  from  the  early  part  of  the  six- 
teenth to  tlie  middle  of  the  seventeenth  centuries.  Such  a 
crowd  of  distinguished  scholars  in  the  same  period,  Bentham 
justly  says  in  his  Schn^en  Siaai^  never  adorned  any  countfy. 
The  Latin  was  spoken  by  them  with  the  same  facility  as 
tlieir  vernacular  Imigue  j  whilst  several  of  tliem  could  con- 
verse in  Greek,  with  ease  and  fluency.   Amongst  this  race 
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of  leaned  inen.  the  aubjeci  of  these  memoirs  was  oae 

of  tbu  most  eminent.* 

We  must  now  resume  Limborch^s  narrative,  and  foUow 
fipiscopius  to  the  university  of  Leyden,  where  he  prosecuted 
his  studies  with  great  echit  and  advantage.  At  the  time  he 
entered  this  seat  of  leanung,  John  Ktickliniis  was  the  regent 
This  j^entleman,  during  his  residence  at  Amsterdam,  where 
he  performed  the  duties  of  a  minister,  formed  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  parents  of  Episcopius.  Our  young 
student  had  not  heen  long  at  Leyden^  hefore  he  suffered  the 
painful  and  irreparable  loss  of  his  greatly  esteemed  and 

*  In  spcftUiig  of  thii  htwt  of  soperlor  men,  the  writer  is  Aweie  that 
be  oppoees  en  opinion  whieh  it  werj  cumnt  not  only  in  England,  bvt  bee 
-likewise  obtained  on  the  continent  Bentham  Mtteilj  ctnnplains  of  tbe 
.Fiooch  in  his  daj,  tW,  fat  sp<»ldng  so  conlemptnoiuljr  of  tbe  Datch ;  and 
in  Tindicattng  them  from  the  ignoiant  cliafges  of  tbis  frivoloua  people*  brings 
forward  a  list  of  133  distinguished  persons,  who  during  the  space  of  2(>o 
jsais  ornamented  the  Netherlands.  This  list  does  not  comprehend  the  Dutch 
painters,  hot  the  names  of  poets,  phUoeop]le^^  physicians,  professoia^ 
preachMS,  philologists,  jurists,  historians,  and  persons  of  other  professiona. 
To  proTc  that  his  statement  is  correct,  he  first  marks  ho,  and  how  many 
were  bom  in  each  province;  the  period  in  which  they  lived  j  and  tlien  gives 
'a  brief  memoir  of  each,  with  an  account  of  his  publications ;  concluding  the 
whole  by  asserting,  that  no  nation,  in  tbe  same  period,  has  produced  any 
thing  equal  to  this  amount  of  talented  and  extraordinary  men.  With  such 
a  statement  before  him,  what  wiil  the  reader  tliiuk  of  the  following  dccla- 
rnlirm  of  the  editors  of  the  Mndtni  Universal  Ilistorv :  "  Holland  has  ])ro- 
dueed  ]>oets,  j)uinters,  nntl  scijli)tursj  wits  of  the  first  class  have  started  up, 
like  grapes  in  f^ihrrin,  contrary  to  the  usual  oourep  of  nature;  but  thf-sp  are 
phenomena,  winch  appear  as  comets,  only  once  iu  a  century,  to  excile  the 
UKtunishment  of  mankind." — Vol.  xxxi.  p.  3.  Sir  John  Carrsays,  iu  his  late 
Tour  through  Holland,  "  that  an  Englisii  tnerchant  would  be  astonished  at 
the  wonderful  arithmetical  attainments  of  stripling  clerks,  iu  any  Dutch 
counting  house,  and  the  variety  of  laniinages  they  speaV  "— p.  1!.  This 
statement  has  been  ^iterated  to  the  writer,  by  a  gentleman,  who,  as  a  Dutch 
merchant,  has  occa&iuually  resided  in  Hcdland,  and  witnessed  the  fact  stated 
by  Sir  John  Carr.  If  the  French,  wlo  Miccr  at  this  jjniple,  be  eom])ared 
with  them  as  linguists,  every  man  who  lias  travelled  in  France,  lsiMi\\-Jto 
which  the  palm  would  be  given.  And  |)crhap5  the  sauie  remark  is  applicable 
to  ihc  English. 
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Tenemled  fiuber^  who  fell  a  victim  to  a  plague  which  awfully 
nged  in  Amsterdam,  in  the  year  1608,  and  carried  off  many 

of  the  citizens  to  an  unlimely  grave.  But  although  its  rav- 
ages were  wide  and  fearful,  and  continued  for  several  months, 
jet  it  ia  strikingly  singular,  that  from  its  commencement, 
winch  waa  early  in  the  year,  to  the  seventeenth  of  Augua^ 
not  one  of  the  burgomasters,  schepens,  treasurers,  guardians 
of  orphans,  ministers,  elders,  deacons,  alnioncrs  ur  vihitors 
of  the  sick,  rectors,  and  teachers  of  the  schools,  had  fallen 
8  victim  to  it.  This  circumstance  was  especially  noticed  by 
Anainius,  who  sent  information  of  it  to  hia  particular  friend 
Uitenbogaerdt,  adding  at  the  same  time,  that  if  it  were  not  to 
^  be  considered  miraculous,  yet  at  least  it  ought  to  be  rt  [;ar(k  d 
as  a  special  mark  of  the  proyidential  interposiUon  of  God 
towards  the  parties.* 

Episcopina  bad  scarcely  ceased  to  feel  the  pain  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  sustained  a  second  loss 
in  the  (U  alh  of  his  mother.  As  a  man  of  sensitive  and 
amiable  feelings,  these  successive  strokes  affected  liim 
moat  acutely.  Nevertheless,  amidst  these  domestic  car 
lamities,  he  steadily  held  on  his  way,  as  the  diligent  and 
laborious  student,  whose  indefatigable  zeal,  and  patient 
perseverance,  were  sinp^larly  crovviK  d  with  success. 

Having  become  perfect  master  of  Greek  and  Latin, 
by  an  extensive  course  of  reading  of  the  most  celebrated 
authors,  who  had  written  in  these  languages,  he  subse- 
quently entered  upon  the  study  of  philosophy,  to  which 
he  applied  himself  with  the  most  unwcarii'l  intlustry 
for  the  space  of  three  years,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
thotougUy  acquainted  with  it,  not  only  in  its  principles, 
but  in  all  its  branches  and  dependencies.  At  the  lapse  of 
this  period,  he  began  to  study  theology,  an  acquaintance 
^\  ilb  which  was  the  final  object  of  all  his  literary  la- 
bours. It  is  true  his  deep  solicitude  to  become  most 
*  Bpistola  Prattutliiin  yironiin,  p.  1€A« 
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thoroughly  reraed  in  all  the  departments  of  philotophy, 
occasionally  led  him  to  turn  his  mind  to  it,  nevertheleBs^ 
his  theological  studies  were  deemed  as  principally  entitled 
to  his  alk'iitinn,  and  were  accordingly  pursued  with  the 
most  intense  application. 

As  the  time  was  approaching  'when  Episcopins  mnsl 
quit  this  seat  of  learning,  having  studied  there  nearly  six 
years, — the  period  allotted  for  college  residence  to  students, 
in  the  universities  belonging  to  their  High  Mightinesses 
the  States  of  Holland  and  West  Frie&land^ — he  therefore 
deemed  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  measures  adopt* 
ed  in  such  circumstances,  to  obtain  the  degree  of  master  of 
arts.  Having  ])assed  the  examinations  usual  on  these  oc- 
casions, he  was  publicly  hououred  with  this  distinction,  on 
the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  by  the  professor  of  mathe* 
matic8»  Kudolphus  SneUius ;  and  on  the  tenth  of  the  follow- 
ing April,  he  also  received  irom  John  Kucldimis,  vegenf, 
and  Peter  Bertius,  under-regent  of  the  university,  the  most 
honourabk  and  flattering  testimonials  ol  diligence,  leamisgy 
piety,  and  purity  of  couduet. 

He  now  deroted  himself  wholly  to  the  study  of  theology, 
in  which  he  had  already  made  rapid  advances.  Hb 
was  constant  m  his  attendance  uu  the  lectures  of  the 
professors,  Francis  Gomarus,  Luke  Trelcatius,  and  James 
Arminius.  In  the  private  disputations  instituted  for  the 
purpose  of  exercising  and  improving  the  talents  of  the  stu- 
dents, he  evinced,  during  the  discussion  of  the  theses  or 
propositions  as  they  are  call*  a  degree  of  knr)\N  ledge, 
thti  Iruit  uf  his  diligence  and  application,  accompanied  with 
those  evidences  of  superiority  of  mind,  which  pointed  him 
out  as  far  excelling  any  of  his  fellow  students.  This  supe- 
riority soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the  honourable  curators 
and  professors  of  the  luiivtrsity,  and  lie  was  pronounced 
"  every  w  ay  worthy,''  though  comparatively  young,  to  sus- 
tain the  office  of  the  ministiy. 
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The  ftme  of  his  extraordioary  talents  soon  found  its  way 
to  bis  patrons,  the  honourable  senate  and  ma^stratcs  of  Am- 
sterdam. They  therefore  expressed  great  anxiety  to  witness 
some  proof  of  his  natire  endowments,  liis  diligence,  and  ex- 
tensive acquisitions.  It  was  accordingly  determined,  that 
be  shotttd  treat  upon  some  subject  before  them.  The  day 
appointed  fbr  this  was  the  11th  of  June,  when  in  the  New 
Souiii  Church,  he  delivered  a  discourse  on  Horn.  viii.  14. 
On  this  occasion  were  present  the  following  gentlemen : — 
Burgomasters  Dirok,  Peter  Hooft,*  and  Benning,  with 
several  members  of  the  council,  and  a  large  concourse  of 
peuple,  who  assembled  to  hear  a  young  scholar,  of  whom  the 
professors  of  Leyden  had  made  such  a  favourable  report. 

Of  the  result  of  Episcopius'  first  appearance  in  piibiic, 
limborch  gives  no  account  But  it  may  be  faurly' supposed 
that  it  was  highly  creditable  to  himself,  and  produced  a 
strong  impression  on  the  minds  of  his  audience.  This  ap- 
pears the  more  probable^  from  the  fact  of  its  being  stated  in 

•  This  gentleman  and  bis  son,  both  Anninians,  make  a  very  COfupienoiis 
appearance  in  Dutch  History.  Of  the  latter,  Brandt  Mys  lie  one  of  the 
noblest  geniuses  that  ever  put  pen  to  paper  in  our  language,  and  is  rery  famous 
for  his  history  and  poems.  Tlie  memory  of  the  father,  here  named  as  a  hearer 
of  Episcopius,  in  order  to  decide  upon  his  qiialifirrilions  for  the  ministry, 
Brandt  has  honoured,  by  inserting  a  portrait  of  him  in  his  Dutch  history  of 
the  Netherlands.  In  tiie  lines  ut  the  foot  of  the  plate,  he  is  designate  1  a 
Christian  Cntu,  for  having  opi>oscd  the  machinations  of  T.eicesler,  when  he 
wished  to  enslave,  and  rule  Holland  by  his  despotic  dictum.  Tlie  poet, 
playing  on  his  name  Ifooft,  which  naans  hcml,  says  it  was  full  of  mental 
power,*  which  was  ever  used  to  secure  the  well-lx  ing  of  the  city,  where 
he  acted  a«;  au  upright  and  virtuous  magistmte,  for  upwards  of  thirty  tne 
years.  lie  was  a  great  advocate  for  liberty  of  i  <  nscicncc.  This  was  the 
front  of  his  offence  to  the  CoaUa  Remonstrants;  and  iie  with  others  of  his 
fellow -><^-nators,  who  were  inclined  to  the  doctrines  of  Ariniiiius,  were  put 
out  of  office  by  Maurice,  after  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  seize  the  govern- 
ment. When  this  successful  soldier  appeared  in  the  council-chamber  of 
Anuterdam,  and  had  by  the  support  and  presence  of  bis  troops,  which  he 

•  LiknllyfollorbfBiM. 
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a  subsequent  paiagn^by  thai  he  this  year  became  acquainted 
with  Uitenbogaerdt  The  cirennuitaace  of  his  being  thns 
lavonred  with  the  acquaintance  and  friendship  of  this  em- 
inent divine,  was  an  event  in  the  history  of  l  .piscopius' 
life,  worthy  of  being  noticed  by  his  biographer.  The 
splendid  powers  and  eloquence  of  this  man,  procured  for  him 
the  designation  of  the  Dutch  Cicero.  He  was  chaplsin  to 
Prince  Maurice,  and  preacher  to  the  court  of  the  Hague, 
and  was  in  the  church  at  that  period,  what  Bameveldt  was 
in  the  state, — the  ruling  spirit.  Both  these  gentlemen  were 
called  to  suffer  on  account  of  their  religious  opinions^  as 
bmng  opponents  of  Calvinism.  The  one  lost  his  head,  and  the 
other  was  seul  into  baiubhmeuU*  As  we  shall  have  frequent 

every  where  took  with  him,  annulled  ihe  rights  and  privileges  of  the  city, 
and  displaced  the  magistrates,  Hooft,  who  it  appears  was  worthy  the  dedg* 
naUoii  of  «  CkriMm  CMe^  tniiMd  loand  to  hii  Inotlwr  mag^imtet,  and 
Mid,  WiUnopeMoatpeikf  andnonodsrliif  todo  it,  HoflflnM,ud  nid, 
that  regaid  to  hk  oath  and  odntdbace  compelled  him  to  i>y  loiiiodiing^  sod 
oouztBOQtlj  addag  leave  of  Ua  exoellency  lo  to  do,  which  was  granted,  be 
then,  in  a  prudent  hut  Una  tone,  lemoaatfated  with  him,  on  the  i^justiee  of 
hie  pioeeedingB  j  and  begged  him  not  to  tiample  upon  the  rigbta  of  the  dty, 
•isnfiiig  him  that  Ite  and  hie  felloW'ienatoii,  who  tlioiigfat  with  him,  wero 
11  good  patiioti,  and  ae  gtett  enemlea  to  the  Spaaiaida,  at  the  ContnuBe- 
nonatiantB  or  CalTinislib  Manrieo  was  eo  ftr  awed  bj  ihe  dignity,  and 
indflpendenoe  of  tfiia  TenemMe  man,  that  he  took  no  meesofes  of  eevoity 
agalnat  him,  for  thoi  oppoeing  him.  A  eimilar  aet  on  the  part  of  Bameveldt, 
Manriee  oceaaioned  to  be  pnniehod,  in  the  day  of  hie  power  and  deepotiam^ 
with  death.  In  tiiia  caie,  however,  he  onty  eaid,  '^It  moit  bo  eo  now, 
FlUher,  nacMty  and  the  lervioe  of  onr  oonntiy  leqniio  it." 

•  In  the  ieeond  volume  of  finuidt*e  woih  in  Dnteh.  now  belbfe  mop  a 
portrait  la  given  of  tJltenbogaertd,aieoompanied  with  some  lines  of  poetiy, 
of  which  Uie  two  first  refer  to  his  eloqnence  and  his  banishment:  we  shall 
give  them. — 

Gy  CftriiCiii  Oievrs^  si'tmtd*  GvUmmidt, 
JHmnXmkm  SUui knMetl in hattimgikap  wramdi. 
Thou  Christian  Cicero,  thon  second  golden  month, 
Whom  Chnich  and  State  contentions  sent  into  baaishment 
The  reader  will  recollect  that  the  designation  of  golden  month  refers  to  the 
name  of  Chiysostom,  wUeh  is  derived  from  the  two  Greek  words  -xftw^vf 
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occasion  to  mention  these  persons  in  the  subsequent  part  of 
this  Tohime,  we  shall  not  detain  the  reader,  at  piesenti  hy 
anj  reference  to  their  histoiy.  -  Umborch  in  his  nairatiTe  of 
EptsoopiiM  proceeds  to  say,— Abont  this  time  began  to  break 
forth,  between  the  two  professfn s,  (iomarus  and  Anniiiiii;^, 
those  painful  disputes  on  the  subject  of  predestination,  which 
aubeequently  agitated  the  whole  of  the  Netherlands.  After 
the  death  of  the  piolesBor  Luke  Trelcatins^  who  had  been 
their  colleague,  these  disputes  became  mote  Tiolent  Writing 
for  the  Dutch  people,  l^iujborch  did  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  refer  to  that  part  of  the  personal  history  of  Arminius, 
which  relates  to  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  professor  of 
.  dWinitjy  because  Ihej  were  well  acquainted  with  it  As 
this  may  not  be  the  case  with  the  reader  of  these  pages,  it 
is  thotip^ht  proper  to  allude  to  some  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  his  appointment  to  tliis  elevated  station. 

In  so  doing  it  wiU  be  necessaij  to  advert  to  the  change 
which  took  place  in  his  opinions^  as  stated  at  the  twenty- 
second  page.  We  haye  no  means  of  Iraowing  the  character 
of  his  feelinp^,  at  the  time  he  found  himself  impelled  to  em- 
brace certain  doctrines  he  had  engaged  to  refute.  But  to 
wt^j  that  he  would  not  be  the  subject  of  strong  excitement 

yoltUm,  aad  «t«|ai  tfc,  which  auiit  he  Mqnind  in  oomeqimtM  of  hit 
pow«n  of  ofolofjt  tiul  ii  hoie  sllsded  to^  to  aiww  liow  liifl^  j  tiie  Dotcb 
ofteened  the  eloquence  of  thif  msa. 

Mr.  Nldiole  liee  pnunlMd,  if  ho  he  pennitled  **toeee many  dnyV  to  giro 
the  life  of  Uitenhogseidt  to  the  Britiah  pnUie.  To  tfale  the  fvfiter  wonU  odd, 
if  Haio  end  opfortnnity  weio  gianted  to  lUn,  lie  ehoold  iihe  to  prceent  tlio 
Eagliih  leoder  with  tlio  only  volnme  of  eennon%  that  wis  erer  pnhliehedhy 
tliie  eminent  minieter,  of  whom  Llmhoicfa  myi,  ho  was  ifijiiiaiinieiiii 
to  «e  40etMMm  eemekmmlar.  Indeed  lie  waa  at  the  Hagne^  in  1606^  wiiat 
Snnila  wae  la  17d0|— an  attnetire  preedier  to  tlie  gieet  and  leaned  who 
raided  there.  Amonget  his  aaditon,  were  Bameteldt,  the  fint  etatetmaa 
of  thatday,and<irotlne,oneof  thegieateetgenioseeof  theago.  The  latter 
declared  that  he  retained  a  distinct  recoHeetien  of  the  elleet  of  his  lefnMMis^ 
pveaehed  in  the  chnreb  at  the  Hegae»  twenty-H? e  yeaia  after  th^  wece 
dettfond  to  ciowded  and  atteotivo  Siieishliok 
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and  mental  conflict,  would  be  to  assert  that  he  was  not  a 
man,  or  at  least,  waa  destitute  of  those  seosibilitiea  which 
distmguiah  our  common  nature. 

While  it  is  universally  allowed,  that  this  gentleman  was 
singularly  amiable  in  his  temper,  and  gentle  in  lus  manners,* 
it  may  be  affirmed  with  equal  truth,  that  he  possessed  a  large 
share  of  manly  independence,  and  unbending  courage.  This 
we  think  will  be  granted,  when  we  see  him,  not  only  oreicam- 
ing  those  feelings,  which  would  rise  to  oppose  the  dedaialion 
of  his  incompetency  to  answer  the  arguments,  made  use  of  in 
the  work  he  was  appointed  to  refute,  but  publicly  declaring 
he  was  won  oyer  to  the  opinions  it  advanced.  To  effect  this 
must  have  cost  him  a  painAil  struggle ;  but  its  admitted 
severity  only  makes  the  victory  appear  more  honourable  to 

his  cliarault  r,  and  biin<^s  before  us  his  master  mind,  witli 
higher  claims  to  our  homage,  which  could  liold  in  abeyance 
to  the  force  of  conviction,  every  feeling  that  might  oppose 
the  reception  and  avowal  of  what  he  deemed  to  be  the 
evidence  of  truth.  In  doing  this,  he  knew  that  he  should 
leliiiijuiftii  au  opportunity  of  sccuiing  tame,  forfeit  the  esteem 
of  his  bretliren,  incur  the  displeasure  of  those  who  had 
selected  him  for  the  work,  and  be  considered  an  ^KMtate 
from  the  ranks  of  orthodoxy.  Yet  m  spite  of  all  this,  that 
avowal  was  made,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

•  CioH,  the  ooDtianator  of  GiimeitlMifpe,  wlio  csrrtes  tiM  history  of  the 
Ii«therlta4t  vj^  to  l€Xr,  -wit  s  Utm  enemy  of  Arminiiu.  Hb  tesUmonj, 
however*  in  fltfuur  of  bto  morel  chsreeter,  we  thisA  it  rigbt  to  tfanaerilic,  wllli 
«D  tbe  qaeinteM  of  elyle  and  oitbography  pecnllM'  to  that  period,  as  it  oon* 
6nna  tbe  trotb  of  tbe  above  statement^  Hie  mwaU  eonuerMtion  was 
carteone,  frieikU  j,  and  aiable,  be  being  willing  to  conneiee  bodiwitb  rich 
and  poofe;  wbioh  alFabilitie  eaoaed  liim  to  be  generally  beloned  of  all  men. 
If  tbeoompaaie  dieconned  of  eerlooa  nattere,  be  would  then  qieabe  eeriona* 
ly. — ^If  tbey  telatetl  mattara  of  mlrtb,  be  wonld  be  ai  fkolieke,  in  bla  diaeonrae 
as  any  of  Uie  reet.*  If  any  of  ble  aoeletie  would  exMoiae  tbemsdnee  with 
nmaicke,  be  wae  wiUiag  to  doe  the  like.  He  entertained  bia  IWenda  and 
aoqoalntanee  liboiaUy,  and  wie  wilMag  to  entertaiae  eompanle,  but  ho  did 
it  temperately  and  In  neamm.— 'Folio  edit.  p.  1800." 
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What  were  the  immediate  elfoctB  of  this  disdosiure  on  the 

luiiids  of  his  friends,  and  especially  on  those  w  lio  had  re- 
quested iiim  to  ddieud  the  doctrmofi  and  fame  gl'  iieza,  vvc 
caimot  poBitively  say.  It  is,  however,  more  than  probable, 
that  the  acknowledged  prudence  and  piety  of  Anninius, 
joined  with  his  native  sweetness  of  temper  and  amiable  de- 
portment, prevented  any  thing  like  vindence  manifesting 
ilself  against  him,  when  he  intimated  his  incapacity  to  ac- 
complish the  tasl^  assigned  him.  Had  he  been  a  bold,  rash 
mnovator,  as  some  would  insinuate,  and  announced  his 
change  of  scutiiiiciiL  lu  ihe  way  of"  challuiigc  to  those  of  op* 
posite  views,  there  is  little  doubt,  but  he  had  instantly 
excited  the  displeasure  and  opposition  of  those,  whose 
Gpinions  on  predestination  he  had  deserted.  But  instead  of 
this,  he  contented  himself  with  merely  avoiding  the  intro- 
duction into  the  pulpit,  of  tliosc  ])oints  of  doctrine  in  which 
he  diflered  bom  several  of  his  brother  ministers.  This  cir- 
cnastance,  however,  while  it  would  leave  his  seimoiis  un* 
tinctured  by  Calvin's  ^distressing  views  of  the  divine 
decrees,"*  gave  to  them  more  of  the  sweetness  of  the  message 
the  augel  announced  to  the  shepherds,  wliich  was  good 
Hdings  of  ffreai  joy  to  all  people  "  Ght^  to  God  in  the 
highe^t^  <m  earth  peaee^  and  good  will  towards  men," 
Axminius*  auditors  increased;  and  crowded  congregations 
listened  with  delight  to  his  discourses.  11  ere,  perhaps,  may  be 
found  the  origin  of  the  jealousy  and  displeasure  ol  sume  ol  his 
clerical  brethren,  which  they  subsequently  manifested  against 
him  in  suspicions  and  complaints.  This  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  and  must  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  weakness 
of  human  nature.  It  is  not  often  that  rival  laadidates  for 
public  fame  ctUtivate  close  and  lasting  friendship.  Many 
minor  spirits  whispered  forth  suspicions  of  Arminius*  hete- 
rodoxy ;  but  it  was  left  to  Gomanis,  a  man  of  strong  mind, 
and  daring  character,  lo  declare  it  openly.    Much  is  said  of 
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this  person,  as  to  his  want  of  amiahleness  of  temper,  and 
courteousness  of  conduct.*  lie  was  at  first,  strongly  opposed 
to  the  appointment  of  Arminius  to  the  vacant  chair  of  divinity 
at  hefydea.  Yet,  aAer  an  inler?iew  with  him,  when  the  lat- 
ter stated  his  Tiews  on  certain  points  of  doctrine,  he  declared 
that  he  was  satisfied;  and  as  there  was  a  conformity  of  sen- 
timent between  tliem,  save  on  the  point  of  predestination,  he 
would  bear  with  his  difference  of  opinion  on  that  subjecL 
He  therefore  gave  him  the  right  hand  of  feUowship,  and 
Axniinias  was  accordingly  inducted  into  the  office,  and  thna 
became  the  colleague  of  Gomarus. 
We  shall  now  proceed  to  give  the  epitome  of  the  senti* 

♦  Clark,  who  was  a  threat  admirer  of  GoBiama'  opmiooi^  nerertheleM 
ttatcB,  in  bis  Marrow  «f  fiocleaUuitLcai  Hiftory,  that  be  was  too  much  given 
to  indulge  his  passions,  and  charges  him  with  ingratitude.  The  tmth  of 
this  statement  will  appear  from  the  account  he  gives  of  his  conduct,  not 
only  to  those  who  opposed  his  opinions,  but  also  to  his  friends  who  jmtron- 
izcd  him  and  his  doctrines,  and  laboured  to  scrre  him.  This  was  especially 
the  case  with  WaIIa>us,  who,  when  he  found  Gomarus  d«  tt  rmined  to  leave 
Lcyden,  hastened  to  rntrpat  him  to  visit  him  at  Widdleburgli.  Gomains 
accepted  his  invitation.  A  siiorl  tunc  after,  Walla^us  was  (iflrrnl,  by  the 
magistr  ites  of  this  place,  the  Professorship  of  Dirinity  Common])!arcs  of  a 
public  .Htininarj-  they  patrunis&ed  in  that  city.  Ciuiiiarus'  bile  us  cxcitt  d 
at  the  circumstance  of  thus  being  passed  by,  and  thout^h  a  kind  uf  gnesi  witii 
Walla»us,  cbar;5ed  liim  vulIj  heresy.  Tlii-s  person,  who  was  an  able  disputant 
and  good  sell olar,  slcuis  to  have  been  an  amiable  and  pious  man,  and  at  one 
time  was  the  friend  «)f  Grotius,  in  common  with  Anninius  and  Kpiscopina, 
and  long  strove  to  stem  the  torrent  and  violence  of  the  bigoted  Calvinists, 
but  iiading  this  to  be  impossible,  he  at  length  fell  in  with  Uie  stream,  aad 
became  the  defender  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  its  canons,  and  decrees.  On 
Episcopius  being  deprived  of  his  professorship  by  the  Calvinistic  party,  he 
was  chosen  to  succeed  bim.  In  firtne  of  his  office,  be  was  entitled,  and  fine* 
qnently  urged  bj  tbe  eaeniet  of  Anninios,  to  take  poasetsioa  of  fht  Imwm 
in  which  bit  widow  oontlaiMA  to  rtaide^  through  the  infloenee  of  tho  fltedi 
of  her  dooBMed  hiubaiid.  Ho  hid  howoTer,  to  mneh 
oiy,  that  he  reAucd  to  toko  poHessloD  of  it,  until  thli  lady  henelf  com^ 
•ad  offered  it  to  him.  We  ibaU  ha? e  to  sotiee  MMne  pitbeworthy  featoxeo 
in  thli  okfgyman'ii  oondnet  towardo  Gntiu%  his  fomer  Mend,  when  he 
watnqiiiitfyienteneed  to  perpetotl  impiiaeiiinent  bj  the  Calfialftie  flMtien. 
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merits  of  these  two  divines,  as  presented  to  lis  by  Limborch, 
in  his  memoirs  of  EpiMopius.  We  do  this  the  more  readily^ 
tbat  the  Md«r  majbe  able  to  judge  of  the  opmions  of  theis 
two  hnouB  iaen>  and  detemiiiie  for  himself  wbkh  aie  most 
in  iceoidfliiee  with  the  dedazatiooe  of  the  Holy  Bedfitnatn. 

THE   SENTIMENTS    OF    GOMARUS   WERE  AS  FOLLOW:  

That  God)  alike  to  make  known  his  tender  mercjv  «nd 
inflexible  jtuticey  did  of  his  own  mere  good  pleasiiiey  diride 
ftom  an  eternity,  mankind  into  two  parts ;  the  one,  and  that 

by  far  the  less,  he  predestinated  to  eternal  salvation;  and 
the  oUiery  necessarily  \hc  greater^  he  reprobated  to  everlast- 
ing damnation.  And  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  decxeei 
fbonded  theveon^  he  resolred  to  create  man^  and  pmscribe 
to  him  the  observance  of  a  law,  bat  so  arranging  the  cur- 
cnmstaiiceb  of  his  condition,  that  he  must  unavoidably,  with 
all  his  posterity,  be  involved  in  a  state  of  sin,  and  thereby, 
with  them,  justly*  become  liable  to  eternal  damnation.  Ner- 
erdieless,  in  accordance  with  his  puq>ose  of  grace  toward 
tJbe  elect,  Gud  clccrced  to  send  Jesus  Christ  his  Son  into 
the  world,  who  should  make  a  iiill,  and  perfect  satisfaction 
to  divine  justice,  fox  all  their  sins,  that  they  might  thereby 
be  brooi^t  into  a  state  of  reconciliation  with  him.  And  in 
order  that  these  persons,  thus  redeemed  by  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  might  be  effectually  made  the  subjects  of  faith  and 
repentance,  he  would  by  a  powerful  and  effectual  calling, 
which  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  resist,  so  opeiate 
on  their  minds^  as  necessarily  to  produce  in  them,  genuine 
Mdh  and  conTersion;  which  mighty  power,  in  its  continued 
and  irresistible  operations,  would  preserve  them  to  the  end, 
so  that  they  could  not  again  fall  into  a  state  of  sin,  which  is 
ineonsistent  with  genuine  foith,  and  the  enjoyment  of  salya- 
taon:  or,  in  the  erent  of  their  ftlling,  yet  they  should  not 
be  left  to  continue  therein  to  the  end  of  life;  but,  through 

*  How  this  Goald  be,  according  to  the  above  scheme,  we  leare  the  reader 
tojadge. 
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the  powerful  influence  of  dtyine  gmce,  should  be  feealled  to 

repentance  before  death,  and  consequently  be  brought 
to  partake  of  eternal  salvation.  Ou  the  other  hand,  he  de- 
nied that  God  had  sent  hia  Son  into  the  world  Ibr  the  TOj^ro* 
bate,  or  indeed,  that  he  eTer  intended  to  affoid  them  any 
assistance,  by  which  they  should  become  the  subjects  of 
repent  anre  and  conversion.  From  Ik  lu  e  it  folio  wed,  that 
being  leit  in  their  depravity,  and  wilUou(  the  means  of  salva- 
tion, and  that  to  the  end  of  life,  Uiej  must  inevitabfy  die  in 
iheir  nns,  and  snfler  eternal  damnation.  Bnch  ware  the  senli^ 
ments  of  Professor  Gomarus,  who,  it  will  be  seen,  contem- 
plated the  predestination  of  God,  as  being  auiecedent  to  the 
mi  of  man,  and  whose  opinions,  when  duly  considered,  wUl 
be  found  to  be  more  harsk  and  repugnant,  than  the  senti* 
menta  of  those,  who  on  the  contrary,  viewed  tins  predesttna- 
don,  as  taking  place  subsequent  to  the  fall, — a  doctrine, 
which  was  afterwards  admitted,  and  adopted  by  the  byuod 
ofDort 

THE  ISNTIMBNTB  OF  ABX INIUS  ABE  THUS  KXFBBaaBD: — 

That  God,  foreseeing  the  apostacy  of  the  human  race,  out 
of  his  abundant  mercy  and  loving- kindness,  decreed  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  universal  remedy,  that  should  be  adequate 
to  the  restoration  of  all  meI^  bj  the  removal  of  that  Uabili^ 
to  destraction,  to  which  they  had  become  awftdly  subfCGt 
tlnoiigh  sin.  This  restoration  was  to  be  eflccied  by  the 
mediation  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son,  whom  he  appointed  to  be 
delirered  up  to  death,  as  a  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  all 
mankind;  and  upon  this  propitiation,  as  a  basis  of  recon- 
ciliation, he  resolved  to  enter  into  a  covenant  with  the 
whole  of  the  human  family,  by  which  he  decreed,  that  idl 
those  who  should  believe  in  his  Son,  and  embrace  the  con- 
ditions of  this  covenant,  should  receive  the  fiirgivenesa  of 
aU  their  sins.  And  far  the  pwpoio  of  enaMiwg  thm  tp 
aubmit  to  its  tenns,  and  participate  its  Uetsings,  he  fde^r* 
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miDed  and  commfuidcd,  that  it  should  not  01:1]  \  be  annouBced, 
bj  his  messexigers  and  seirants,  to  aU  mmi  in  general,  but 
alBo  thai  it»  promnlgaljon  should  be  aeconptniod  by,  and 
ntifiod  withy  Uiat  efficaciooa  giaoe^  bj  whidi,  all  thoae^  to 
whom  it  shoold  be  published,  might  be  able  to  embrace  a&d 
receive  it  Nevertheless  this  grace  was  not  to  act  upon 
them,  with  such  a  mighty  and  irresistible  power,  as  to  pre- 
dude  the  poeaibili^  of  its  being  opposed,  bal  on  the  coi^ 
taajf  flhonhl  leaTo  them  fiee  agsnta^  to  senat  its  fnflnenoe, 
which,  under  the  dictate  of  depnnity)  is  not  only  done,  but, 
in  too  many  fearful  instances,  is  awfully  aud  obstinately 
persisted  in.  So  that  although  the  existence  of  faith  and 
obedioDoe  in  muOf  wmt  be  traced  up  to  the  grace  of  Qod| 
poweifiilly  opeiatmg  on  his  mind,  yet  his  nnbelief  aind  con* 
tinned  disobedience,  are  from  himself  an  awfbl  evidence  of 
which  is  seen  in  liis  slighting  and  neglLCliug  this  grace. 
And  whilst  its  operatioa  is  thus  necessary  to  the  production 
of  iaith  and  obedience,  ao  its  influence  is  amp^  sufficient  lo 
enable  those,  who  are  its  soljects,  so  to  pxofit  by  it,  as 
to  abide  in  a  state  of  salvation,  even  to  the  end.  But  whe- 
ther  they  could  finally  fall  froiii  a  slate  of  faith,  was  a  point, 
on  which  he  felt  himself  unable  fuUy  and  positively  to  de- 
cide, to  the  satisftction  of  his  own  ndnd.  He  sasertid 
theiefoie,  that  the  decxee  of  diyine  predestination,  especially 
related  to,  and  consisted  in  the  purpose  of  God,  determining 
that  all  those,  to  whom  the  blessing  of  this  grace  was 
olTered,  should  in  consequence  of  believingly  receiving  it, 
and  continning  therein  to  the  end,  be  saved,  while,  on  Ae 
contrary,  those  who  rejected  it,  and  continned  in  unbelief, 
should  be  damned. 

Such  were  the  sentiments  of  Arminius,  of  which  GomaruSp 
at  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  former  gne  a  more  ex- 
tended statement  of  them  before  the  States-General,  declsied 
in  that  assembly,  that  with  such  opmions  he  should  be 
aiiraid  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God.    This  declaration 
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was  made  with  a  violence  of  temper,  so  completely  oj>posed 
to  the  gentle  maimer  in  which  Arminius  had  stated  them^ 
that  masj  of  the  memben  of  that  distinguithad  bodj  assertady 
that  ^they  would  rather  die  with  the  charity  of  AiminiiMi 
than  the  faith  of  Gomarus.** 

After  Arminius  had  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office, 
as  dirinity  professor,  he  avoided,  as  far  as  he  could  con- 
sistently  with  peace  of  conscience,  the  introdaction  of 
hia  sentiments  amongst  the  students,  in  order  that  he 
might  not  gire  offlmce  to  Gomarus.  By  this  mode 
of  acting,  in  connexion  with  bis  prudence*  and  mild 
deportment,  he  succeeded,  for  a  time,  ia  securing  the  faronr 
and  friendship  of  his  colleague.  But  the  difference  of 
opinion  which  he  entertained  from  his  colleague  on  the  suIk 
ject  of  predestination,  stood  connected  with  so  many  other 
doctrinal  points,  that,  in  exhibiting  the  la),ter  to  his  pupils^ 
there  was  an  obTious  dissimilarity  between  his  mode,  and 
that  of  Gomarus,  in  piesentingthein.  Besides,  heie^  as  at 
Amsterdam,  Arminius  became  exceedingly  popular,  and  his 
fame  attracted  the  attention  of  niiiny  learned  persons,  who 
attended  his  lectures.  Gonuiius  felt  this  to  be  a  source  of 
mortification,  and  he  found  it  difficult  to  suppress  his  dis> 
pleasure,  even  while  he  professed  to  treat  him  with  the 
•  customary  signs  of  friendship.  These  courtesies,  however, 
soon  ceased  under  the  excitement  of  passion,  and  a  rupture 
ensued  between  them,  which  divided  the  members  and  stu- 

•CiMt,  trim  ipeaUBf  «f  tin  pmdmt  tnd  mild  oaodaet  of  Annlalmi,  sftsr 
he  enttnd  oa  bit  olEce,  nji,  *<He  carrffld  UmMllii  In  thk  mtimer,  for  the 
better  effecting  of  hie  secret  eiidi,  the  Foze  at  length  TDkennele  himaelfe  by 
ebewing  «  book  to  hie  Decreet  frieiidi,  wbieb  he  bed  verie  caBningly  writ- 
ten egeinet  JoAn  GrftiiN,  JSIencMiie,  Afar  MiuUr,  end  Bna,  and  wlien  he 
dnst  vnboeoni  hlmedfe  he  commcaded  the  bookee  of  CMalle  and  IWieft 
CmufiMrt,  and  di?e»  others  of  Iho  eame  mould.'*  Hie  thai  writing  ennp 
ningfy  eg&inst  John  Calvio,  and  reoonuaendii^  the  worke  of  Castalhv  tec* 
were  considered  by  this  person  M  veiy  gnat  Crimea}  how  Ihr  Ihej  will  be 
deemed  radi  bj  the  reader,  ie  not  for  me  to  eaj. 
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dents  of  the  college  into  two  parties;  the  one  adop^g  the 
TiewB  of  Oomanu,  and  the  other  those  of  Aimmius.  AmoDgst 
the  penoDS  who  attached  thenaelyes  to  the  ophuons  of  the 
latter,  was  the  subject  of  these  memoirs.   This  ciicumstaiioe 

inducLd  ilie  ministers  who  had  received  the  creed  of  the 
ibrmer,  to  evince  their  disapprobation  of  his  conduct^  by 
withholding  those  tokens  of  esteem,  they  had  piefioiisly 
aaaifested  towards  him. 

The  people  and  magistrates  of  Gouda,  whom  the  reader 
will  recollect  as  liaviufj  protected  Herman  Herberts  firom  the 
persecuting  bigotry  of  some  Calvinisiic  divines,  being  made 
aeqnainted  with  the  talents  of  Episcopitis,  and  the  ftct  of  his 
hanng  enibiaced  those  sentinients  they  had  been  accvslomed 
to  hear,  firom  the  lips  of  that  devoot  and  holy  minister,  long 
before  they  were  adopted  by  Arminius,  were  very  desirous 
that  he  should  be  ordained,  and  appointed  their  pastor. 
This  they  made  known  to  him  in  the  year  1608.  But 
heing  infonned  that  he  was  extremely  anxions  to  risit  some 
of  the  foreign  imiyersities,  they  deemed  it  proper  to  waive 
any  further  expression  of  their  wishes,  in  order  tliat  he  might 
be  allowed  the  opportunity  of  accomphshing  an  object  for 
the  attainment  of  which  he  appeared  to  be  so  deeply  solicit- 
ous. Bnt  though  he  was  so  far  successful  in  pveparing  the 
way  for  his  departure,  as  to  secure  the  consent  and  support 
of  his  patrons,  the  honourable  senate  and  magistrates  of 
^mat  AnUtiij  nevcTtheless,  measures  were  adopted  by  certain 
persons^  who  now  opposed  him  in  consequence  of  his  at- 
tachment to  Arminius^  that  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
relinquishing  his  design,  and  conUnuing  to  reside,  for  the 
present,  at  Leyden.  This  period,  however,  was  not  unoccu- 
pied by  him;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  marked  by  more  than  his 
WMited  application,  and  devotedness  to  the  study  of  theology. 
He  was  constant  in  his  attendance  on  the  college  exercises 
or  disputations.  His  singular  erodition,  accompanied  with 
so  much  modesty  of  behaviour,  purity  of  conduct,  and  sedate- 
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ness  of  cbaracter,  being  reported  to  the  burgomasters  of 
Amsterdam,  they  requested  that  be  might  be  immediately 
06t  apart  to  Ihe  ministix.  But  tlie  ci«rgy  of  the  ctty,  who 
were,  for  the  moat  part^  Tcliemeiitlj  opposed  to  ihe  doctrines 
taught  by  Amriniiia,  knew  how  to  haterpuee  first  one  delay, 
and  then  another,  till  ihey  iinally  succeeded  ;it  lliat  time,  in 
frustrating  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  burgomasters  to- 
wards him.  At  length,  being  deeply  chagnoed  and  wont 
out  by  the  tieaftment  he  met  with,  he  lesolTed  to  quit  the 
nnirersity  of  Leyden,  and  hasten  to  that  of  Ftaneker.  He 
was  ])rinci])a]]y  detorrained  in  his  purpose  of  visiting  this 
seat  of  learning,  from  the  circumstance  of  John  Urusius 
being  the  professor  of  Hebrew  in  this  nmTeratyy  whose 
toie,  as  on  orientil  aefaolar,  had  spread  ftr  and  wide. 
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Our  young  student  left  the  university  of  Leyden  in  June 
1609,  and  arriv  ed  at  Fniin  ktr  on  the  twelfth  of  the  same 
month.  Long  before  he  had  reached  this  city,  his  intention 
of  yinluig  itsindveanrily,  had  bem  mnioaied  amongit  the  in* 
habitanto.   And  from  the  circmiMtuiee  of  its  being  hnown^ 

tliat  h(]  liad  fully  imbibLd  the  doctrines  of  Arminius,  and 
greatly  surpassed  any  other  of  the  pupils  of  that  professor, 
both  in  talent  and  literary  attainmentSi  hig  airiTal  waa  looked 
Ibr  inAt  the  flvoat  intanae  interaat. 

He'enlefed  Fvanelier  on  the  Sabbat  nionifngf  about  aereii 
o'clock ;  and  at  the  usual  hour  repaired  to  church,  in 
order  to  attend  divine  service.  On  his  way  thither,  he 
was  noticed  bj  aereial  citiaenai  aa  behig  a  atraagier,  and 
tiiej  began  to  eonjectiire  tbal  he  waa  the  mncb  talked  o( 
and  long  expected  Kpiscopius.  First  one  person  crosaed 
his  ])at]i,  and  then  another,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a 
glance  at  him.  The  number  increased,  and  their  curi- 
oaNj  becaon  nore  atrongly  excited.  At  length,  one  of 
the  pevaciia  who  followed  hfan,  unable  to  repfosa  bia 
curiosity  any  longer,  stepping  up  to  him,  politely  intimated 
that  he  judged  him  to  be  a  stranger  in  the  city,  and 
begged  to  know  if  he  was  Mr.  Epiacopius.  To  this  in- 
tamgation  be  ftmnkly  replied,  /  am.  Scarcely  waa  thia 
answer  letomed  to  the  mquirer,  than  he  conveyed  the  infer- 
mation  to  another,  and  tins  to  a  third,  till  from  those  present 
it  spread  to  others;  so  that  the  news  of  his  arrival  flew 
through  the  city  with  telegraphic  rapidity,  and  in  a  few 
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hours  after  he  had  entered  the  town,  it  wm  known  by  the 
professors,  students,  and  the  greater  part  ol  the  citizens. 
He  was  subsequently  infoniied  by  several  of  the  inhabitants, 
that  his  coming  was  as  much  anticipated,  and  more  anzionslj 
inquired  after,  than  was  sometimes  Count  William's.*  Thus 
it  is,  that  while  the  possession  of  spleniitid  talents  and 
extensive  learning,  renders  their  subject  prc-eininent  amongst 
his  fellows,  so  the  knowledge  of  it  can  not  be  conlined  to  his 
own  immediate  circle,  but  passes  from  city  to  city,  and  not 
unfiequently,  from  kingdom  to  kingdooL 

Scarcely  had  Episeopius  looked  out  for  himself  a  snitahle 
res!dence,t  when  there  was  handed  to  him,  the  thesis  or 
proposition  ot  Dr.  Sibrandos,  on  the  subject  of  the  seventh 
cluster  of  Romans.  This  was  to  be  publicly  discussed  en 
the  seventeenth  of  July.  When  Episoopius  left  Leyden  fiir 
the  university  of  Franeker,  he  was  particularly  solicited  by 
Arminius,  not  to  engage  in  any  of  the  college  disputations. 
This  counsel  was  given  to  him  by  his  meek  master,  that  he 
jatight  avoid  the  very  appearance  of  adopting  any  measures, 
that  would  tend  to  produce  excitement,  and  give  oflence  by 
the  introduction  of  the  sentiments  he  had  espoused.  When 
he  first  entered  the  city,  he  had  fully  made  up  his  mind  to 
abide  by  these  suggestions  of  Arminius.  But  several  events 
tranq^ired,  which  induced  him  to  think  it  right  to  alter 
his  purpose.  Amongst  others  which  contributed  to  this 
was  the  circumstance  of  his  hearing  that  a  report  was  spread 
in  Holland,  by  certain  l>i^o(e(l  persons,  that  measures  of  a 
penal  kind  were  about  to  be  adopted  against  him  by  the 

•  tUa  m  CovBt  WUUub  Iioniiof  Nsimi»8tadthoM«r  ofniated.  B» 
mm  In  the  piactioA  of  rUtiiig  all  the  towns,  sccotdiag  to  the  owton  of  the 
Counts  after  they  entered  on  their  goTenuneiit.  On  theee  ooceiions,  they 
goannteetltfaelibenieiof  theeitiseiie;  which  being  done^  the  people  peid 
the  tez  hnpoeed  upon  them.— JIM  Univ,  Hi&t.  ? ol.  liL 

f  11ie8tadentiboefdinthetown  ■«  difleient  lodging  hooeei^  wheiewr 
their  inclination  or  nionroee  nay  diepoee  ihm^-Sir  Mm  Cmr, 
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uniTcrsity,  though  lor  what  cause  it  was  not  stated.  He 
therefore  felt  himself  the  more  inclmed  to  take  part  in  the 
anticipated  discaflsion,  for  the  purpose  of  quashing  this 
nimour.  He  was  further  prompted  to  this,  by  the  frcqutiit 
and  earnest  entreaties  ol  many  of  the  students,  and  especially 
those  of  the  one  who  was  appointed  to  defend  it,  under  the 
snpeiintottdence  of  Sibraadns.  Thus  drcumstancedy  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  subject,  and  went  somewhat 
prepared  to  offer  his  remarks  upon  it,  if  he  judged  at  the 
time,  it  would  be  proper  for  him  so  to  do. 

The  thesis  being  read,  one  of  the  students  rose,  made  a 
lew  brief  objections,  and  then  sat  down.  A  lengthened 
and  profound  silence  folhnved.  All  eyes  were  now  turned 
towards  Episcopius ;  but  he  kept  his  seat^  and  shewed  no 
disposition  to  rise.  Alter  some  time  this  pause  was  interrupted 
by  a  single  Toice  ctyingy  Kpiscopiiis !  *'  This  was  ibllowed 
by  sereral  others ;  till  at  length,  from  all  ndes,  he  was  called 
upon  to  take  part  in  the  debate.  He  rose,  but  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  begging  to  be  excused, — apologizing,  at  the  same 
time,  ibr  refiistng  to  attend  to  the  oaU  of  the  asaembly9*-and 
then  resumed  his  seat  His  excuses  and  entreaties  to  be 
allowed  to  be  silent,  were  not  regarded;  and  being  thus 
urged,  he  proceeded  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the 
auditory.  In  doing  this,  he  pointed  out,  what  he  consid- 
end  to  be  the  delecti?e  parts  of  the  thesis.  His  remarks, 
the  delivery  of  which  occupied  some  length  of  time, 
were  as  much  distinguished  by  the  acutoness  and  energy 
of  thought  they  displayed,  as  the  interesting  manner  in 
which  they  were  stated  $  while  the  varied  and  powerful  ar- 
guments with  which  he  attached  Dr.  Sibrandus,  won  for 
him  in  the  university,  the  esteem  of  many,  and  the  reputation 
uf  a  man  of  extraordinary  acquirements  and  powers  of  mind. 
Even  Sibrandus  himself  subsequently  declared  to  some  of 
his  Mends,  that  he  had  disputed  with  a  young  Leydener, 
who  might  indeed  be  jiu>tly  designated  an  Arminian,  in  as 
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much  as  he  was  fully  persuaded  that  Anninius  himself  could 
not  more  accurately,  or  more  iorcibly,  ha?e  presented  liis 
argamentB  and  proofs  than  he  had  done/' 

Thronghout  the  whole  of  this  dispntatioiiy  Sibiandiu  be- 
haved towards  him  in  the  most  polite  and  friendly  manner, 
and  publicly  praised  him,  as  much  for  the  matier  and 
solidity  of  his  arguments,  as  for  the  correct  and  orderly 
maimer  in  which  thej  had  been  ananged  and  presented* 
He  alierwards  repeatedly  and  earnestly  entreated  him  to 
visit  liim,  for  the  purpose  of  friendly  iDtercoursc  •  and  ex- 
pressed his  aoxious  solicitude  to  be  more  intimately  ac- 
qoainted  with  him,  adding,  also,  that  he  felt  much  obliged 
by  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  debate^  and  that  it  would 
afford  him  great  pleasnra,  if  his  pupils  and  anditofs  were 
frequently  thus  crigai^ad  and  interested.  But  while  Sibran- 
dus  declared  his  high  estimate  of  the  talents  and  capabilities 
of  Episcopius  as  a  disputant,  the  opinion  was  not  recipvo^ 
cated  on  the  part  of  the  latter.  This  will  appear  firom 
an  extract  of  a  letter  written  to  Arminias  about  this  time, 
in  which  ho  gives  a  particular  and  interesting  account  of 
this  disputation;  intimating,  also,  that  as  an  antag<mist, 
Sibrandns  was  not  to  be  dreaded;  and  ezpceaaly  statea^ 
''that  be  fonnd  him  altogether  milike  Oomams,  who  by 
various  raanoBUvres  and  subtle  disliuctions,  constantly  en- 
deavoured to  evade  the  force  of  an  argument,  whereas 
SibranduSy  on  the  contrary,  stood  before  an  opponent  with 
a  species  of  stupid  simplicity}  which  exposed  him  to  every 
dart  that  was  aimed  at  him.*^ 

•  In  this  letter,  which  will  be  fonad  in  the  Epietdv  Eeeletisstic»  et 
Theologies,  138,  he  states,  that  tiw  line  of  sfgnnent  he  look,  ia 
oinintaining  the  seotlinents  he  ndvaaoed,  was  founded  on  tin  two 
following  positions:— '1st.  Eie  agoie  spootolnm  in  peisons  homiids  in^n* 
iti ;  nott  tusen  iateUige»  qvnliter  inegenitani  desetibnnt.— Snd.  De  Auida- 
niento  iententiB  eonun  qui  contn  sentiiint,  oonstitotione  nimirnm  liominis 
irrsgenltl. 
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In  consequence  of  the  part  Episcopius  had  lakeii  iii  this 
debate,  the  attentiou  of  the  istudents  and  members  of  the 
wuTeni^,  was  diiected  towaids  him.  Many  of  the  fomie^ 
waited  upon  hiany  for  the  purpose  of  testifying  their  respect 
and  esteem  tor  a  young  miin,  who  had  exhibited  such  vigour 
of  luind  and  extent  of  leaining.    Others  came  and  requested 
to  be  instructed  by  him,  at  his  own  oonTeniencey  on  rarions 
points  of  theology.     He^  boweyer,  modestly,  bnt  fimily, 
refosed  to  comply  with  their  solicitations.   While  the  stu- 
dents were  thus  complimenting,  and  entreating  him  to  take 
part  iu  the  future  discussions  of  the  college,  the  professor 
Antomdes,  who  is  named  at  page  20,  apprehensire  of  the 
probable  results  of  Ms  so  doing,  sent  bb  compliments  to 
him,  by  the  beadle  of  the  college,  four  days  after  he  had 
debated  witli  Sibrandus,  stating  that  he  wished  to  have  an 
interview  with  him.   On  the  part  of  this  gentleman,  the 
professed  otgect  of  this  meeting,  was  that  of  congratulating 
Episeopins  on  his  arrival  at  Franeker ;  the  real  one,  that  of 
endeavouring  to  persuade  him  not  to  take  part  in  the  public 
diaousstons  of  the  university.    When  hlpiscopius  came  into 
bis  presence,  be  receiTed  him  Tery  conrteoosly;  informing 
bim,  that,  by  letters  from  ▼arious  quarters,  he  bad  been 
made  acquainted  with  his  name,  and  lus  iutention  of  visiting 
the  university.    Through  the  same  means,  he  said,  he  had 
also  been  informed  of  his  having  fully  received  the  senti* 
ments  of  Arminius,  and  expressed  a  wish  to  be  favoured  by 
bim,  with  a  brief  sketch  of  the  doctrines  taught  by  that  pro* 
fessor.    But  when  Episcopius  evinced  his  readiness  to  com- 
ply with  his  request,  and  proposed  that  they  should  have 
another  interview  for  that  purpose,  be  waived  the  subject, 
as  not  being  the  main  object  be  bad  in  view,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  express  bis  wish,  that  he  would  avoid  the  adoption 
of  any  measures  that  might  lend  to  produce  excitement, 
either  amongst  the  students,  or  senior  members  of  the 
university. 
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Am  tbe  nsnal  period  was  approacbing  for  the  celebration 

of  ilie  Lord's  Supper,  Episcopius  presented  the  testimonials 
he  bad  received  from  the  consistory  of  Lcydeii,  by  the  ban4 
of  Adrian  Borriiu^  to  the  minister  Kudolpbus  Artopena. 
Tbu  clergyman  received  bim  witb  marked  tokens  of  appro- 
bation; and  be  was  accordingly  admitted  as  a  member  of 
the  cbiu'ch  of  Fraiickci*,  and  received  the  Sacrament  with 
the  other  communicants. 

His  studies  were  now  intermptedy  in  consequence  of  bis 
receiving  information  of  tbe  alarming  illness  of  bis  beloved 
master  Arminius.  On  tbe  receipt  of  tbe  letter,  which  at 
once  brought  bim  ibis  painful  intclHgcncc  and  smiiraoned 
him  to  Holland,  he  immediately  left  l^raneker  for  Leyden, 
appreben^g  from  tbe  tenor  of  its  contents^  that  be  was 
about  to  pay  a  last  visit,  which  was  really  tbe  case^  to  bis 
esteemed  friend  and  amiable  teacher.  The  disease  of  this 
geullcmau,  says  Limborcli,  was  undoubtedly  occasioned  by 
tbe  multiplicity  uf  bis  engagements;  but  it  was  greatly  ag- 
gravated bj  the  various  attacks^  to  which  be  was  exposed 
from  all  quarters,  of  violent  and  bigoted  persons ;  bat  espe- 
cially by  the  malevolent  treatment  he  met  wilh,  from  some 
divines  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam.^ 

*  How  true  this  is,  his  own  eoai]ilaiiits  will  show.  When  writing  to  his 
fiicnd.  Dr.  Sebastian  Egbert,  one  of  the  principal  magistrates  of  Amsterdam, 
he  says,  in  relation  to  this  subject, — I  have  to  grapple  with  the  worst  of  all 
the  furies,  tbr  first  horn  rice  of  the  dcyil,  from  -vrhich  he  also  derives  his 

title;  [DiAiioLis,  the  a  rruscr  of  the  brethren !]  I  have  resolved  to  subdue  it 
b}'  patience,  (ind  grant,  thaf  T  inny  be  <;nFtaiiKd  by  the  strength  of  his 
Spirit,  aii'l  tlm^  t  i-ahlrrl  ?«  nitt.un  a  conquest!  There  is  notbiiitr,  according 
to  their  (lu  n  ClHlle^s^ull,  Nviiirli  rrtain  zealots  leave  unutlempled  here  and 
elsewhere,  both  in  our  native  (  ountiy  iiud  abroad,  in  Genuany  and  France, 
that  they  may  cn^t  me  down  from  niy  scat,  [Professor's  C  /mrr,']  and  may  si- 
lence me  \\  1 1  n  am  uii  obscure  individual.  But  their  strenuous  endeavours 
have  hitlierto  been  in  vain  :  and  the  result  has  not  Inren  felicitous  to  them- 
selves ;  because,  by  their  calumnies  they  ennoble  one  wlmse  chief  desire  it 
was  to  remain  in  a  stale  of  privaev,  ;iiid  w  ho  could  not  p<»ssibly  have  obtained 
celebrity  for  himself  bjr  his  personal  qualities !    The  mam  origin  of  this  evil 
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Sthortly  after  Epkcopias  had  arrived  at  Lejden,  the  disease 
of  his  master  assumed  alanning  features;  and  as  there  was 
reason  to  suppose  it  would  speedily  termiuatc  fatally,  he  was 

constant  in  his  attendance  upon  him,  sitting  by  his  bedside 
day  aud  night.  Although  Arminius  was  subject  to  severe 
paiD,  which  prevented  him  taking  much  sleep,  he  was  never- 
theless favoured  with  perfect  vigour  and  tranquillity  of  mind. 

Episcopius  had,  Uiercforc,  frequent  conversations  with  him, 
on  subjects  which  might  be  supposed  to  lie  nearest  the  heart 
of  this  holy  and  devoted  man,  that  is^  on  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  merit  of  his  death,  and  the  power  of  his  resurrec- 
tion. Favoured  with  the  enjoyment  of  religions  peace  him* 
self,  he  evinced  great  anxiety  for  its  existence  in  the  church. 
Hence,  he  was  continually  repeating,  with  tlie  emphasis  of 
solenm  prayer,  that  passage  in  the  writings  of  St.  Paul:  Now 
ike  God  of  peace,  that  brought  offain  from  ike  dead,  our 
Ijord  Jesus  Christ,  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through 
the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make  you  perfect  in 
efiery  good  work,  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  whick 
is  weU-pleaeing  in  hie  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom 
be  glory  for  ever  and  ever >  Amen. 

The  friends  of  Anuiiiiuh  iutiraating  that  his  disease  might 
be  of  long  continuance,  Episcopius  took  bis  leave  of  him, 

is  in  yotiTfitv,  where  sik  h  circu  id  stances  are  confidently  related  about  me,  as 
dur^t  not  t-Ti'ii  bo  uljisjK  red  by  any  man  in  lliis  t  ity,  where  I  iim  daily  tcaeh - 
iugiu  public  and  private,  if  tli.'it  indiTiduai  cnlertaim  d  ;i  fear  that  his  whi««per« 
woold  be  afterwards  disclosed  to  mc. — The  conduct  of  men  towards  me, 
es])feijdly  ainnnif  your  citizens,  is  of  such  a  uature  as  to  make  them  think, 
that  thty  muv  iinciil  tal  >  Im  iii >  ,  detractions,  and  slanders n^rainst me, and  all 
till  wliile  be  efMiiiiiiit  iiii;  ni  1  (  111  IK  e.  A  heretic  let  mc  b*»  [accounted] ;  yetl 
am  a  man,  whom  liod  liiis  loriueti  after  his  own  ima^e,  and  for  whom  Christ 
basfthed  his  blood.  Ltt  my  enemies  be  silent,  and  cea.se  from  their  clam- 
ourous liaiuiJijues  before  the  people  in  public,  and  \i>nn  their  secret  luspers 
an<i  private  slanders,  and  the  nmttcr  is  iustaiiilj*  adjusted. — I  ain  acquainted 
with  two  remedies  against  calumny,  and  I  enij)loy  both  of  them, — innocknck 
and  PATIENCE  !  May  Uie  Lord  be  pleased  to  bestow  the  latter  upon  me,  fcince 
be  has  hitherto  granted  me  the  enjoyuient  of  the  former." — Nicuols. 


Digitized  by  Google 


62 


CHAPTBB  III. 


and  reinnied  to  Ftanteker,  about  the  beginning  of  October. 
In  thifly  however,  they  were  mutaken,  as  it  was  not  long 

before  he  received  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  his  death. 
This  event  took  place  on  ihe  nineteeulh  of  the  same  months 
when  this  holy  man  and  distinguished  minUter  was  removed 
from  earthy  to  enjoy  the  haiipiness  of  heaven.  His  closing 
hoars  were  marked  with  holy  peace  and  devont  resignation, 
arising  from  a  full  assurance  of  his  interest  in  the  promises  and 
mercy  of  God,  through  the  meri  ts  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  divine 
redeemer.  Such  was  the  end  of  a  man,  whom  bigotry  and 
envy  had  long  persecuted  as  an  apostate  and  heretic,  for 
having  dared  to  assert  God's  love  to  the  whole  human  iami- 
ly ;  and  that  Jesus  Christ,  not  only  tasted  death  for  every 
man,  but  that  he  leaUy  and  truly  was  ike  propitiatum  for 
wur  smty  imA  not  far  ours  only,  hui  far  the  nm  the  wheie 
world.*   He  went  down  to  the  grave,  amidst  the  rejoicings 

•  Thnt  the  doctrine  nf  the  universal  extent  of  the  atonement  of  Christ, 
was  tauglit  by  some  of  the  Reformers,  long  before  the  time  of  Arminius,  will 
be  seen  by  the  two  following:  extracts  from  Bullingcr,  whose  writings,  ac- 
cording to  Le  Yassor,coutributed  so  much  to  the  spread  of  tlie  Ilcfonimliim 
in  Holland.     They  are  taken  from  the  French  edititm  of  his  works,  the  pre- 
face of  which  is  dated  1549.     We  shall  retain  the  orthography  of  the  text. 
"Jesus  ('hrist  nous  nit  oste  par     mf>rt,  la  coulp^  dc  nos  pechez,  et  qu'il  ait 
este  fait  satisfactioji  puur  tout  Iv  iiioii(if."p, 32.  "Lc  Fils  dePicu,  nostrc  seig- 
neur Jesus,  a  aUondanmcnl  satisitul,  jtoiir  hi  c  nl]>r  lr  Fuondc."  p.  33.  By  the 
moderate  Calvinists  of  the  pres>cut  day,  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ  having 
tajited  tU  ath  for  everif  man  is  very  generally  admitted ;  yet  such  admission,  in 
the  days  of  A  rniinius  and  Episcopius,  would  liave  subjected  them  to  the  charge 
of  Socinianism  ;  not,  perhaps,  for  asserting  Uiis  doctrine  itself,  but  under  the 
prett  IK  (  of  their  holding  others,  which  they  were  unwilling  to  acl^^ouK  (l^c; 
foi  in  tl)  IK  disingenuous  maniu  r,  did  the  Dutch  Divines  of  the  Gencvu  stliuol, 
consUuiily  attempt  to  render  Uic  advocates  of  universal  redemption  su«pf  cted 
of  Socinianism.    Should  it  be  said,  that  they  had  good  reasons  for  tins,  on 
the  ground  of  the  system  ul  Aimuiius  tending  to  it,  as  was  evident  Iroui  sev 
end  of  those  who  afterwards  bore  his  name,  becoming  Sociuians;  yet  it 
should  be  recollected,  tlut,  by  the  same  mode  of  a  r  un  i  nig,  it  might  be  shcwm, 
that  the  opioions  of  Calvin  also  tended  to  Socmianism,  sce'wu;  that  the 
drarchcs  of  Geneva,  which  bad  furaivrly  received  his  doctrines,  had,  till  of 
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of  his  enemies,  many  of  whom,  thongh  they  had  not  suilicicnt 
decorum  to  suppress  their  cxuitatiou  at  his  death,  yet  found 
il  imposaibie  to  fix  upon  his  memory,  anj  thing  like  a  well 
branded  clisrge,  dial  could  affect  his  character  as  a  man  and 
a  Christian.  Nevertheless,  the  measures  they  adopted  to 
attempt  so  foul  a  purpose,  when  known  to  be  those  of 
men  sustaining  the  office  of  the  Christian  ministij,  must  be 
deemed  an  oecaston  of  deep  regret,  painAdly  proving,  that 
when  rdigiona  bigotry  takes  hold  of  the  mind,  and  governs 
it  to  a  certain  extent,  its  snbjoct  is  prepared  to  pursue  its 
Tictim  while  Hving,  with  hatred  and  calumny,  and  when 
dead,  to  brand  his  memory  with  infamy  and  disgrace. 
Those  who  axe  well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  Anmnius^ 
and  the  treatment  his  memory  met  with,  will  admit  that 
though  this  language  is  strong,  yet  the  testimony  of  facts 
fully  justiiies  its  adoption.* 

kit,  solvcmlly  tmhtued  the  cnwi  uT  Sdclini.  In  turn  df  this  kfaid,  w« 
otfht  ntker  to  sdupttbo  nimrisiwiU  9t  >  modern  writer  o«  ecdariaittaa 
hiitoij,  wlio  says,  Ho  ii  not  to  1m  mido  nMweiablo  for  all  the  lentimoiiti 
•dopled  by  thow,  who^  in  aftor  ages,  become  his  profentd  followen.*'' 
SaH»^«  BitHory  of  tkt  CkrittUm  Ckturch,  p.  2S4. 

•  The  feodor,  who  my  wish  to  hm  a  ooneet  vtevr  of  tho  obuacter  of  thii 
MitaJilo  mutt  mojr  eonmlt  Hr.  Niehol^  life  of  him,  wliicb  eomjirdMBdo  tho 
wholo  of  Bertlnt'  fiuwial  oratloii>  with  tho  prineiptl  portion  of  C.  Bnindt*t 
lift,  pnblithed  ia  latin  1734.  We  ahtU,  howerer,  prewnt  an  extract  tmm 
this  otatiim,  to  pnre  the  Jaitlce  of  the  above  remarka,  from  a  translation 
of  it  pnbiidied  nearly  two  hundred  jeais  ago  by  J.  K.  This  writer  vety 
jnstly  nmaiksy  that  had  Bertins  delireved  nntraths,  he  would  soon  haf  e 
been  detected  by  the  assembly  in  wUdi  he  dclirered  them,  gpealdiig  of 
a  dimncm  in  one  of  the  eyes,  with  which  Anninins  was  affected,  and  a 
swellfaig  in  the  aim,  he  adds— ''In  the  mean  while  etlamny  was  as 
cnei,  and  abated  nerthinf  of  ite  accnstomed  Herocnen;  of  which  I  shall 
het^  mention  n  emei  anworthy  and  abomlnaUe  instancy  wliidi  is  flt 
to  be  icooided  Ibr  after  ages.  When  tliat  dimness  of  one  of  his  eyes 
was  known,  there  were  some  that  durst  acemint  this  amongst  those  punish, 
ments,  which  Ood  thieatetts  to  His  enemies,  and  wicked  centemncfs  of  His 
name,  and  did  afirm  ercn  from  this  punishment,  that  he  was  very  wicked 
bqrondothen.  And  thst  then  might  not  be  wanting  a  pcelext  and  eohnir  to 
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These  gentlemen  supposed  that  the  death  of  Anmniiu 
would  be  the  extinction  of  his  system,  but  in  this  lliey  were 
mistaken.  His  creed  lived,  and  found  au  iucomparablo 
defender  in  the  subject  of  these  memoirs^  who  now  began  to 
assume  a  more  conspicuous  appearance  before  the  publiCy* 
and  by  Iiis  proccediugs  shewed  liiniself  every  way  worthy  of 
the  master  hj  whom  he  had  been  instructed,  of  whose  senti- 
ments he  was  soon  to  be  recognised  as  the  able  advocate^ 
and  talented  defender.  With  the  exception  of  his  bereaved 
widow,  and  nine  orphan  children,  none  felt  and  mourned  the 
loss  of  Arniiiiiiis  liiurc  bincerely  than  Episcopius.  He  was 
his  most  intimate  aud  beloved  Irieud,  and  he  felt  his  death 
as  depriving  him  of  the  still  further  anticipated  instructions 
of  one,  who,  he  was  fully  persuaded,  had  not  left  his  fel- 
low behind,  as  a  man  of  mental  power,  and  a  professor  of 
theology.  These  views  he  stated  in  a  letter  to  some  of  his 
friends,  deploring,  at  the  same  time,  llie  circumstance  of  his 
having  left  the  university  of  Leyden  for  Franeker,  by  which 
he  lost  so  much  of  the  instructions  of  Arminius,  only  receiv* 
ing  as  an  equivalent  for  them,  the  advantage  of  hearing  the 
lectures  of  Drusius,  the  i)rnrcsRor  of  Hebrew  ;  the  olliers 
being  men,  in  point  of  ability,  comparatively  inferior  to 
those  of  Leyden. 

tliis  so  filthy  and  cniel  a  deed,  the  sacred  Ixmks  :ire  consulted  with,  which  a 
Christian  may  not  approach  without  reverence  aud  prayer.  A  place  is  found 
in  the  prophet  Zechariah  conccrninc^  Uic  consumption  of  tlie  eyes  and  the 
whoh'  body,  soundintf  thus.  Ami  l/iis  !>hallhe  the  plai/in'  n-hrrt  n  itli  thv  Ldtrd 
Trill  siruit  ail  thv  pvoplc  tliat  have  Jought  utjaittst  Jfrundit  in  :  thf  ir  Jh  sft  nhcUl 
conguitif  aifoif  whilt'  thty  stand  vpnn  thtir  fwt  ;  and  their  (t/t  ^  shulljomtetae 
awajf  in  their  hnUs,  ami  tfuir  tont/ue  shall  ron'iumr  aimy  in  their  inuutJi. 
Zech.,  xiv,  12.  And  another  place,  1V<*  io  thf  idol  shepherd  that  leavt  lii  ihc 
flock  :  the  sword  mhall  hf  upon  his  arm,  and  upon  hts  right  eye  :  his  arm  aJiuU 
be  clvtiH  drii  d  up,  and  his  riijht  t  j/r  sh(dl  be  ntli  thj  darkened,  ch.  xi.  7.  Thus 
things  above,  lhin^'s  below ,  things  on  the  right  l»and,  thinijs  on  the  left, 
thinfifs  divine,  thinL,'s  human,  wait  on  thos*  wretched  iiicropbauts  [expound- 
ers of  divine  mysierics]  tt)  serve  them  when  they  wiiL" 

•  BenUwm'i  8cbol«D-6tMt. 
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On  his  veium  to  Fraoeker,  Episcopins  again  diluted 
with  Sibiandus,  oii  the  aubject  of  justification.  This  was  on 
the  twenty-first  of  October,  and  now,  as  on  the  fonner  oeca* 

sioD,  he  was  applauded  by  several  persons ;  but,  as  might  be 
expected,  he  was  looked  upon  by  others  with  envy  and 
jealonsy.   The  parties  under  the  infioence  of  these  feelings^ 
manifested  them  by  endeavouring  to  fix  upon  bim  the 
charge  of  heterodoxy.     The  method  adopted  to  effect  this, 
was  such  as  was  usually  resorted  to  in  that  day,  by  the  pa- 
trons of  unconditional  reprobation  and  election,  when  they 
wished  to  blast  the  reputation  of  an  individual,  namely  that 
of  asserting  tbat  he  was  a  Socinian:  and  be  who  dared 
but  to  \s  liis]ier,  that  God  so  loved  the  world^  as  to  send  liis 
Son  to  become  a  propitiatory  sacrihce  for  every  man,  was 
sure  thus  to  be  branded.    This  was  a  spedes  of  polem- 
ical trickeiy,  which,  they  who  had  recourse  to,  knew  how 
it  would  tell  agidnst  a  man,  and  availed  themselves  of  it,  in 
order  to  render  an  opponent  odious  to  the  people.   That  the 
followers  of  Calvin  irccpeuUy  resorted  to  such  dishonour- 
able means,  in  order  to  ruin  the  person  who  differed 
from  them  in  doctrinal  points,  these  memoirs  will  clearly 
shew.   We  shall  mention  one  instance  here,  given  by  Liui- 
borch,  as  it  will  sliew  to  what  shifts  the  enemies  of  Epis- 
c<^ius  resorted,  in  order  to  injure  him.   At  Franeker,  the 
master  of  a  vessel  resided,  who  was  accustomed  to  trade  to 
Dantsic.   During  his  visits  to  this  place,  he  had  formed  an 
acquaintance  with  some  of  the  followers  of  Sociuus,  and  by 
them  had  been  induced  to  adopt  their  sentiments.    He  was 
an  illiterate  man,  his  vernacular  language  being  the  only  one 
he  knew;  nevertheless,  he  was  mightily  pleased  with  his  sup- 
posed knowledge  of  certain  dis])uted  points  of  theology,  and 
evinced  j^n cat  anxiety,  and  seized  every  occasion  that  offered 
itself,  of  entering  the  lists  as  a  combatant  with  the  students, 
for  the  purpose  of  debating  with  them  on  subjects  in  which 
he  dissented  from  the  received  opinions  of  the  church.  The 
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wide  tpreadiog  fame  of  Episcopiai  rotued  bis  «tlentieii|  and 
be  became  deeply  solicitoiis  to  be  mtrodneed  to  bim.  He 

was  rendered  the  more  so,  firom  the  of  his  residing  in 
the  slrect  in  which  Episcopius  lodged.  By  some  means, 
the  opportunity  be  so  much  wished  for  at  length  presented 
itiel^  wbicb  be  eagerly  embraced^  and  aceordingly  w«a  in- 
tfoduoed  to  bim.  He  snbaequently  paid  bim  two  or  tbiee 
aiore  visits,  when  they  entered  into  conversation  on  certain 
doctrines  of  Christianity.  This  was  soon  rumoured  abroad, 
and  it  was  positively  asserted  by  tbe  enemies  of  Episeopinsy 
that  be  bad  fblly  imbibed  tbe  sendments  of  tbis  man,  and 
moreover,  that  he  bad  actnally  procured  by  bis  assistance, 
from  Dantzic,  scvt  r.il  Sociiiiaii  books  for  bis  own  use. 

As  this  report  was  assiduously  and  extensively  spread, 
Episcopins  deemed  it  dae  to  himself  to  contradict  it 
Amongst  other  persons  wbo  seem  to  bave  beard  of  it,  was  bis 
brother  Rembert  Bisscliop.  This  gentleman  was  much  older 
than  Simon,  and  manifested  a  species  of  parental  affection 
for  him.  Indeed  Episcopius  looked  to  him  with  filial,  rather 
than  fraternal  regard,  and  at  bb  death  monmed  bis  loss,  as 
a  son  would  monm  tbe  loss  of  a  father.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  Rembert  had  written  to  his  brother  on  the  subject,  as 
the  latter  sent  him  a  letter,  dated  December  22nd,  1609,  in 
wbicb  be  asserted,  ^'That  be  bad  never  commissioned  this 
person  to  obtain  more  tban  one  pnblication  for  bim,  wbicb 
was  on  tbe  subject  of  infioit  baptism,  and  even  that  be  did 
not  succeed  in  procuring.  And  supposing  that  he  really 
bad  engaged  bim  to  obtain  other  books  than  the  one  named, 
wbercin  sboold  be  bave  been  more  blaraeable  tban  Dr.  Si* 
biandus,  wbo  was  in  tbe  constant  practice  of  employing  tbis 
very  man  to  procure  for  him  the  rariocis  Socinian  woiltfl^ 
which  he  actually  possessed.**  He  further  adds,  "that  in 
bis  intercourse  with  this  person,  he  had  invariably  refuted 
the  sentiments  be  bad  adopted,  and  therefore)  bad  not  given 
to  any  one,  wilb  tbe  appearaace  <^  trotb  or  justice^  tbe 
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slii^tesl  grounds  of  snspiekm  against  him."  Nerathekss, 
ihat  he  might  ont  off  all  occasions  to  his  enemies  of  te- 

proaching  him  on  the  subject,  he  avoided  all  intercourse 
with  this  person,  and  rarely  spoke  to  him  afterwards. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  disputation  £piscopins  held  with 
Dr.  Bibnmdns  in  October,  he  had  asserted,  that  he  did  not 
admit  that  ''those  perMos  held  strange  and  erraneons 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  jnstifi cation,  an  ho  maintained  that 
the  word  /aiih  was  to  be  understood,  not  metonymicallj  for 
its  object,  but  in  a  proper  and  literal  sense."*   And  in  sup- 

•  Jolm  Cbod win  Hig^'^ that  when  faith  is  said  to  be  impnted  to  us  for 
ril^toonnMii,  the  word  b  taken  UlmUy,  and  not  tropically,  which  was  the 
COBunon  interpretation  anciently  receired  and  fioUowtd  by  the  principal 
hgbli  of  the  church  of  God ;  and  for  1500  years  was  never  qnettioned  or 
contradicted.  Neither  did  the  contrary  (qnaiiMi  look  out  into  the  world  until 
the  last  age.  So  that  it  is  but  a  calumny  bronglit  upon  it,  (unworthy  the 
tongue  or  pen  of  any  sober  man,)  to  make  either  Arminins  or  Socinns  the 
author  of  it.  And  for  this  last  hundred  years  and  upwards,  from  Luther's 
and  CalvtTiN  timp«,  the  stream  of  interpreters  ai?ree  therewith."  In  support 
of  the  anti(juity  of  this  view  of  justification,  he  then  gives  a  list  of  divines, 
beginnini:  'siih  'f'(  rtiil liaii,  uad  proceeding  to  Origen,  .Tu«;tiii  Martyr,  Cliry- 
sostom,  St.  Auicustine,  Friraasiufi,  Bede,  Hayne,  Aiisciin,  Luther,  llucer, 
Peter  Martyr,  Ihiimius,  Beza»  Junius,  and  others,  giving  extract*!,  at  the 
same  time,  from  tlie  \\  ritiim:s  of  each,  in  proof  of  his  as^crtidu.  Neverthe- 
les*?  hp  who  niaiiUaini  fl  tins  doctrine,  was,  hy  the  Caivmist^  of  that  day, 
bolii  ill  Holland  and  England,  treated  as  a  Socinian.  Hence,  Baxter  says, 
••Mr.  Anthony  Wotton,  a  very  learned  nrul  i^ckHv  divine  uf  London,  was 
charged  with  Socinianisnij  heresy,  and  bia.!»pli eiuy,  for  iiiiiiiilaiiiuii;  in  his 
treatise  iJt  Iitrcoin.iUuiiom',  that  he  is  righteous  to  wliom  all  -in  nf  omission 
and  commission  is  forgiven,  niid  for  haring  laboured  to  ('iis])ruMj  the  rigid 
im[mtation  of  Christ's  holiness  and  obedience  to  man.  "  in  doing  this,  con- 
tmues  Baxter,  ''this  very  eminent  man  confuted  these  three  assertions 
L  That  a  sinner  is  reputed  to  have  fulfilled  the  law  in  and  by  Christ: 
2.  And  being  reputed  to  hare  fulfilled  the  law,  is  taken  IbrtaHsUy  just,  as 
a  fnlfiUer  of  it :  3.  And  being  formally  jnst  as  a  fnlfiUer  of  tiht  Isw,  «ltfiial 
lire  fa  4tt8  l»Um  by  that  corenant  ttot  nith  ZhHdtmnd  !{■».— GmM»«i 
JmsHftcmiUm. — Bfmifa  IMe$  of  tkt  Puritans,  as  quoted  by  Jackson  ill  Uf 
IMt  ot  Goodwin. 

If  the  attampt  to  prove  these  three  propositions  false,  not  merely  rendered 
tbii  man  raspeeted  of  heresy,  but  was  actually  the  occasion  of  hfa  being  ex- 
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port  of  this  statement,  he  assigned  the  following  leason^-^ 
"  that  some  were  justified,  the  object  of  whose  &ith  could 

not  be  the  ri-^hteousness  of  Clirist ;  therefore  their  faith 
could  not  be  understood  metonyiuically,  for  this  righteous- 
ness. By  such  faith,"  he  said,  ''the  afwstles  were  jns- 
tified  before  the  death  of  Christy  they  not  knowing  that 
he  was  to  die,  rnneh  less  that  his  death  was  to  be  the  gnnmd 
of  their  justification."  These  statements  he  supported  by 
many  appropriate  quotations  from  the  New  TestamenU  The 

•adiicd  on  a  disige  of ''Socinianism  and  btuphemj,'*  at  two  tepaiate  meet, 
lags  hj  aefifal  Loadoa  tnlaistois,  one  can  bat  asl^  in  what  giade  in  the 
lanlai  of  Uaiphemen,  inch  a  man  as  D  wight,  and  many  of  our  modem  Cal- 
vinistfl  would  have  been  placed,  Had  they  lired  in  that  day,  and  dared  to  have 

imbliihed  the  following  sentiment.  The  supposition,  incautiously  admit- 
ted by  eome  divines,  that  Christ  satisfied  the  demands  of  the  law  by  his  ac- 
tlre  and  passive  obedience,  is  unfounded  In  the  script reft.  ^Ve  owed  God 
oar  obedienoej  and  obedience  in  its  own  nature  is  due  from  the  aabjeot 
hlnieelf,  and  can  never  be  rendered  by  another.  In  refusing  to  reader  it,  we 
are  criminal.  No  substitute  can,  by  any  possible  effort,  make  us  cease  to  be 
guilty,  or  to  deserve  punishment.  This  is  beyond  the  ability  of  Onmlpa. 
tence  itself."  *  Now,  thotif^h  the  late  Mr.  Orme  in  his  life  of  John  Owen, 
says,  "  it  is  true,  thnt  the  body  of  modem  Calvinists  may  not  adopt  every  ex- 
pression and  seiititiK  )it  of  those  of  Owen's  day,  yet  this  is  not  because  they 
are  become  more  anninianized  than  their  father^,  but  because  they  exi>ress 
themselves  in  fewer  Words,  and  are  not  so  mui  fi  attacljed  to  the  pt  i  uliar 
phraseology  of  scliolusticdisputalion nevertheless  it  is  apprehended  that  this 
statement  would  hardly  be  deemed  a  sufficient  apology  for  the  above  passage, 
if  it  had  been  made  to  a  class  of  men,  such  as  the  Rev.  G.  Walker,  who 
brouphl  the  charge  of  blasphemy  against  Wotton,  an<l  euulJ  (  ill  J  ihn  Good- 
win, for  vindicating  him  and  his  sentiments,  a  Sociuiau,  liax,  lying  s()j)bist, 
impudent  fellow,  heretic,  blasphemer,  a  man  of  satanic  spirit,  &c.  We 
really  are  afraid,  in  spite  of  the  above  apology,  that  many  of  our  good  breth. 
ren  of  the  modern  school  of  Calvinism,  if  they  had  lived  in  that  day,  would 
have  been  anaihciuatized  as  Aruiininns,  hy  tin  si>under  divines  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  handed  over  to  the  (kvU,  111  common  with  ourselves.  Dr. 
Bcanet  himself,  of  di&scnting  historic  notoriety,  not  being  excepted ;  an 
event,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  considered  as  greatly  aggravated,  by  t^ 
circumstance  of  his  being  furoed  to  sabmitto  such  a  deatiny»  in  aavhoinDpany . 
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debate  being  closed,  Sibrandus  pul)liclj  announced,  that 
he  should  introduce  a  propoation,  for  the  pnipose  of  demon" 
ctzatiiig  the  ialaily  of  the  statement  adraaoed  by  £ piaoopius. 

As  this  opinion  waa  made  the  ground  of  a  charge  of  So- 
cinianism  against  him,  at  a  subscquonl  period,  we  shall  In- 
ternipt  the  narrative,  to  introduce  the  statements  of  two 
or  thiee  wntera  on  the  subject^  to  confixm  its  troth. 

John  Owen,  who  will  not  be  soapected  of  anj  leaning 
towards  Armimanism,  remarka,  when  speaking  on  the  case 
of  Abraham,  (Gen.  xv.  0.)  \\  iiicli  seems  to  be  in  point,  "  It 
may  be  observed,  that  the  lirst  testimony  given  to  the  justi- 
fication of  Abraham  by  faith,  was  on  his  belief  of  that  part 
of  the  promise,  that  hi$  teed  ^ould  be  as  the  stars  of  hsaioem. 
that  cannot  he  numbered;  for  thereon  it  is  immediately  ad- 
ded, he  believed  in  the  Lord y  who  accounted  it  to  him  for 
righteousMBss ;  for  although  the  promise  concerned  things 
temporal,  yet  it  belonged  to  the  way  of  redemption  by  Christ 
the  promised  seed, — so  as  that  justify  iy*,^  faith  may  act  itself 
and  be  an  evidence  of  our  justification,  when  we  believe 
promises  even  about  temporal  mercies,  as  they  belong  to  the 
coven  iTi! ;  whereof  we  have  innumerable  examples  under 
the  Old  Testament.''  * 

The  late  Robert  Hall  says,  *^  what  were  the  precise  views 
entertained  by  the  true  Israel,  of  the  ofiices  of  the  Messiali, 
and  the  work  oi  redemption,  previously  to  the  Christian  aera, 
is  one  of  the  most  curious  and  iutricate  questions  of  theolog}'. 
Without  attempting  its  solution,  the  writer  may  be  permitted 
to  remark,  thai  the  Jewish  belief  was  probably  much  more 
defective,  and  differed  much  farther  tiom  the  Christian,  than 
has  usually  been  suspected.  The  ignorance  of  the  apostles, 
till  after  the  resurrection,  is  a  fundamental  fisust,  a  datum 
never  to  be  lost  sight  of. — The  average  degree  of  knowledge 
which  divines  have  been  accustomed  to  ascribe  to  Jewish 
believers,  has  been  overrated.    1  rom  ihe  typical  institution 

•  Oivm  oa  Hebnwt,  rol.  f  u.  p.  05. 
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of  piacular  sacrilices,  poiiUing  lo  the  (jreat  propitiatwn^  it 
has  been  couiidentlj  concluded,  that  in  them  believers  dis- 
tincUj  lecognused  the  ni)PBter)r  of  atonement  bj  the  blood  of 
Christ  Bat  supposing  sneh  to  hare  been  the  fact,  how 
shall  we  account  for  lliaL  dacUiue  occupying  so  small  a  por- 
tion of  the  succeeding  prophecies ;  or  for  its  completely  van- 
ishing  from  the  national  creed, — that  the  crocifixion  of 
Christ  afterwards  became  a  stumbling  block  to  the  Jews,  not 
less  than  foolishness  to  the  Gentiles  ?  If  we  read  the  ancicBt 
prophecies  with  attention,  we  shall  perceive,  that  the  atone- 
ment  made  bj  the  Saviour  is  scarcely  exhibited  in  a  single 
passagCy  except  in  the  fiftieth  of  Isaiah,  with  respect  to 
which  the  Ethiopian  eunnch  was  at  a  loss  to  detennine 
whether  the  prophet  spake  of  himself  or  mmte  other  man. 
Id  the  practical  and  devotional  books,  such  as  the  Psalms, 
the  promise  of  pardon  to  the  penitent  is  repeatedly  pro* 
poondedi  dioagh  with  respect  to  the  medinim  of  acceptance^ 
A  profound  silence  is  maintained. 

"The  word  faith,  to  the  illiterate  reader,  is  almost  sure  to 
suggest  all  the  sentiments  and  ideas  with  which  the  gospel 
has  made  him  familiar;  and  when  we  attempt  to  limit  its 
objects,  by  an  impartial  appeal  to  the  actual  state  of  religiotts 
knowledge,  before  the  coming  of  Christ,  he  feels  confounded 
and  amazed.  But  whoever  examines  with  attention,  the 
various  examples  adduced  by  St.  Paul,  of  the  operation  of 
this  principle,  must  be  convinced  that  the  idea  of  a  yicorions 
propitiation  is  not  absolutely  essentia]  to  its  nature,  however 
necessary  to  salvaLiou  il  has  become,  in  consequence  of  the 
clear  revelation  of  that  doctrine." 

Mr.  Watson's  remarks  connected  with  his  arguments  in 
Atout  of  the  salration  of  persons  dying  in  iniancy,  may  here 
be  adduced,  as  indirectly  bearing  on  this  subject  "The 
very  wisdom  ol  God  may  assure  us,  that  in  the  means  ap- 
pointed by  which  the  free  gift  shall  pass  to  its  issue,  justifi- 
cation of  life,  the  circumstances  of  the  penons  must  be  taken 
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into  die  aiMCNrnty**-*-^^  When  we  flee,  ereii  m  adoll^ 
pendently  of  their  own  acts,  the  meritorious  can  si  is  nut 
inert,  but  iViiilful  in  vital  iiiducnce  and  gracious  dealing,  we 
see  such  a  separation  of  the  operation  of  the  grand  meritorions 
canee  and  the  subordinate  uutramental  caxues,  as  to  prove 
that  the  henefits  of  the  death  of  Chiist  ave  not,  in  every 
case,  confined  under  certain  restraints;"  and  wo  woi;l(l  add, 
as  applicable  to  Episcopius*  statement,  not  under  the  same 
conditions  to  believers  of  the  Old,  as  those  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament  (VoL  ii.  p. 

The  mbject  will  appear  in  a  still  more  interesting  point  of 
light,  by  tbe  following  remarks  of  Mr.  Hall.  "  It  is  expe- 
dient," he  says,  to  distinguish  betwixt  tbe  /act  and  the 
doctrine  of  the  atonement  The  aspect  of  the  atonement  of 
Christ,  considered  as  a  ffvitaotflMii,  is  towards  God;  consid- 
ered as  a  doetrkfe,  towards  man.  Viewed  in  the  former 
ligbt,  its  operation  is  essential,  uncbangeabitj,  etemeJ, — He 
was  Ute  Lamb  slain  from  the  Jbundation  the  world.  Con- 
sidered in  the  latter,  its  operation  is  moral,  and  therefore 
enhject  to  all  the  variedes  incident  to  human  nature.  The 
cross,  considered  as  the  meritorious  basis  of  acceptance,  the 
only  real  satisfaction  for  sin,  is  the  centre  around  which  all 
the  purposes  of  mercy  to  fallen  man  have  continued  to  re- 
volve :  fixed  and  determined  in  the  council  of  God,  it  opezw 
ated  as  the  grand  consideration  in  the  Divine  Mind,  on  which 
salvation  was  awarflcd  to  penitent  believers  in  the  earliest 
ages,  as  it  will  continue  to  operate  in  the  same  manner  to  the 
latest  boundaries  o£  time.  Hence  it  is  manifest,  that  this 
great  transaction  could  admit  of  no  substitute.  But  the  dis- 
covery of  it,  which  constitutes  the  doeirine  of  the  atonement, 
thnuj^li  bici^hly  important,  is  not  of  equal  necessity.*'* 

We  shall  now  resume  Limborch's  narrative,  who  says,  that 
theboastiul  dedazation  of  Sibrandus  was  not  fulfilled  till  km 
monthshad  elapaed  Attheend  of  this  period,  heprodnced 

Hall's  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  213. 
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the  long  expected  proposition,  and,  vrhat  was  altogether  un- 
usual, he  invited  the  whole  of  the  ministers  of  the  city 
to  witness  the  disputation.  There  were  likewise  present, 
the  different  pfofessors,  who  rarely  attended  on  such  occa- 
sions, with  several  of  the  clergy  of  the  neighbouring  towns ; 
the  whole  of  the  students  of  the  university,  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  citizens,  who  crowded  to  the  scene  of 
conflict,  to  mark  the  result.  At  this  discussion  was  present 
D.  Albertus  Hntthenus,  then  a  disciple  of  Bibrandus,  after- 
wards professor  of  Hebrew  at  Sedan,  and  finally  a  min- 
ister amongst  the  Remonstrants.  This  gentleman  related 
the  following  humorous  circumstance  to  Limborch,  as 
taking  place  prior  to  the  commencement  of  this  debate. 
Amongst  the  crowded  assembly,  who  had  come  to  hear  the 
disputation,  were  several  citizens  who  knew  not  a  word  of 
Latin;  and  amongst  others,  he  espied  the  person  uiili  uliuiu 
he  lodged,  and  knowing  that  this  was  his  case,  he  imme- 
diately made  his  way  to  him,  and  in  a  tone  of  surprise^  said. 
Well,  what  has  brought  you  here  ?  To  which  the  other 
answered,  "Why  to  hear  the  dispute  betwixt  Dr.  Sibrandus 
and  Mr.  Episcopius,  to  be  sure,  and  see  who  beats."  "  But 
how  can  you  tell  that,**  said  Hutthenus,  **  as  you  will  not  un- 
derstand a  word  they  say?'*  "  O,**  replied  the  other  wag- 
gishly," that  is  no  matter ;  I  can  easily  tell  who  is  beaten, 
without  knowing  what  is  said."  **  Mow  so  ?  "  said  Hutthe- 
nus. "Why,"  said  the  Icllow  with  much  naivete,  ^^hecause 
he  ufha  is  beaten^  is  sure  to  get  into  a  passion^  That  the 
theory  of  this  man  is  right,  we  believe  will  be  admitted, 
if  the  facts  did  not,  in  this  instance,  prove  it  to  be  so.  The 
victor,  in  any  combat,  is  usually  too  lull  of  satisfaction  and 
self'Complacency,  to  feel  the  emotions  of  iury  and  ven- 
geance ;  such  feelings  being  only  the  attendants  of  disap- 
pointment and  defeat  There  is  even  an  insolent  kind  of 
clemency,  that  arises  from  an  eminent  and  ])al])able  superior- 
ity over  a  combatant,  which  is  calculated  to  enrage  a  de- 
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feated  opponeDt ;  and  this  seems  to  have  been  the  case  hexe^ 
according  to  the  foUowing  account,  as  given  by  Episcopiiia* 
biographer. 

Tlie  auditors  being  assembled,  waited,  u  iih  intense  anx- 
iety, for  the  commeuceiueut  of  this  long  expected  and  much 
talked  of  disputation.  At  length,  Sibrandus  entered  the 
assembly,  took  his  place,  and  silence  instantly  followed. 
He  then  rose,  and  publicly  challenged  Ispiscopius  to  dispute 
with  him,  who  readily  answered  to  the  call,  and  they  pro- 
ceeded. The  contest  lasted  for  a  great  length  of  time,  both 
parties  entering  into  a  great  variety  of  subjects  intimately 
connected  with  the  doctrine  of  justification.  But  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  disputation,  SibianJus  showed  that  he 
was  speaking  under  the  influence  of  mortified  feelings;  the 
result  of  the  defeats  he  had  experienced  from  his  compara- 
tively juvenile  opponent  This  was  evident  from  his  un- 
courteous  behaviour  towards  Episcopius,  which  Hutthenus 
witnessed,  and  alterwards  related  to  liimborch.  lit  Ue- 
qiiently  made  use  of  the  most  disrespectful  language  towards 
him ;  now  jeering,  and  then  taunting,  and  not  unirequently 
reproving  him  for  his  boyish  ignorance  and  stupidity ;  and 
then  in  a  tone  of  assumed  contempt,  asserted  that  his 
arguments  were  not  stated  correctly,  and  to  the  best  ativaii- 
tage,  intimating,  at  the  same  time,  in  a  sneering  manner, 
that  if  he  would  give  him  leave,  he  would  present  them  in 
such  a  form  as  would  make  them  appear  more  forcible  and 
to  greater  advantage.  In  short,  lie  was  so  far  carried  away 
by  the  vehemence  of  anger  and  rage,  as  Ircquently  to  use 
tmseemly  gesticulations;  now  bending  his  body,  in  the 
most  unnatural  and  awkward  attitudes,  then  in  a  fit  of 
passion  unconsciously  raising  his  foot  on  the  seat,  he 
would  afterwards  stauij*  with  it  in  the  most  violmt  niuiiiier. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  disputation,  the  persons  preseut, 
who  were  ignorant  of  Latin,  though  not  knowing  what  was 
said,  yet  deciding  who  was  the  victor,  according  to  the  mode 
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of  judging  laid  down  by  Hutthenus'  host,  rushed  out  and 
immediately  announced,  that  Sibrandus  had  loat  the  day, 
having  been  completely  beaten  by  Kpiscopius.  And  though 
the  kaiucd  j)art  of  ihc  auditors  did  not  decide  by  the  saiue 
rule,  as  to  the  merits  oi  tlie  disputants,  yet  many  of  them  gave 
their  opinions  on  the  subject  in  a  way  that  was  by  no  means 
creditable  to  the  reputation  of  the  professor,  asserting,  that 
he  had  not  met  in  a  fair  and  satisfactory  manner,  the  argu- 
ments advanced  by  liis  opponent. 

At  the  close  of  the  debate,  the  prayer  usually  repeated  on 
silch  occasions  being  ended,  Sibrandus,  though  he  had 
treated  Episcopios  in  this  disrespectful  manner,  ncTerihelesa 
invited  him  to  a  second  discussion  on  the  subject,  and  solic- 
ited the  auditors  to  be  present  to  witness  it.  But  he,  being 
fully  aware  that  Sibrandus  had  no  cuutrol  over  his  violent 
and  irritable  temper,  declined  complying  with  Uiis  invitation ; 
saying,  It  will  hereafter  be  more  prudent  and  safe  for  you^ 
Sir,  to  dispute  with  a  person,  not  afflicted  with  stupidity  and 
dnlness,  or,  at  least,  with  one,  w  ho  by  his  credulity  and 
8U])pleness  of  mind,  may  render  himself  more  agreeable 
than  I  am  likely  to  do^** 

Episeopius  having  thus  refused  to  concur  with  his  request, 
Sibrandus  sent  one  of  the  students  to  wait  upon  him  with 
his  compliments,  saying,  that  he  should  esteem  it  a  great 
finvour,  if  he  would  send  a  copy  of  the  arguments  he  had 
ibade  use  of  in  the  debate,  and  any  others  he  might  deem  it 
right  to  employ,  in  favour  of  the  views  he  had  adopted  on 
the  subject.  To  this  request,  Kpiscopius  courteously  re- 
turned a  positive  refusal.  He  then  sent  to  know  if  he  would 
examine  a  copy  of  them,  as  taken  down  at  the  time 
he  used  them,  to  ascertain  if  they  were  eorreedy  noted*. 
Here,  also,  be  deemed  it  proper  not  to  comply  mtb  bis  wishes. 
Thus  foiled  in  his  attempts  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  arguments 
Kpiscopius  had  used  in  the  late  disputation,  he  immediately 
drew  up  and  exhibited  another  proposition  for  diseossioay 
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wbieh  was  to  the  foUowiog  eflect: — ^^Tfaat  faith  ia  not  ae- 
eepted  bj  God,  in  the  stead  of  that  rigfateousnesa  which  ia 
reqoifed  hj  the  law.*^  This  he  sent  to  Hutthenns  to  defend, 

wlio  declined  acrjniescrag  wilh  his  request,  alleging  that  he 
had  sot,  ia  the  late  disputation,  given  him  the  salififacUon 
he  could  hare  wished,  and  begged  leave,  also,  to  state,  that 
as  Sibrandna  and  his  Irienda  undovbledlj  belioTed  that  he 
liad  Che  beat  of  the  argnment,  he  was  sofprised  that  he  had 

•  This  proposii ion,  the  mcaninc;  ot  which  docs  not  tipjH^ar  vprv  uhvioun, 
when  read  ia  tins  unconnected  form,  may  be  illustrated  and  uus^m  red  by  a 
quotation  from  Professor -Stewart's  Coiuhu  ntai y  on  St.  Paul's  Mpistie  to  the 
Romans,  iv.  .1.  "To  reckon  Abraham's  l  i  lief  a*  ric:hteousnc«;s,  cnnnot 
metin  that  the  simple  act,  on  the  part  of  Aluuliani,  of  J4i\iii.:  (rtditto  the 
divine  testimony,  was  tantiiitiuuiit  to  ci  nii  N  Te  obedience  i a  all  res|>ects  to 
the  divine  law,  and  was  accepted  as  sueli.  lu  iJiis  case,  Ahraliam  would  have 
been  accepted  on  the  ground  of  his  own  wrrit ,  for  his  Mief  was  as  much 
o^'n  act,  as  any  kind  of  obedience  could  have  been.  To  have  liis  belief 
impmted  or  accounted  for  righteouxncMy  then,  must  mean  that  in  conseqnenM 
of  kit  belief,  he  was  treated  as  righteous,  he  was  accepted  as  righteous;  i.  e. 
be  was  grataitously  justified,  treated  as  righteous,  accepted  as  righteous.** 

Episcopias,  to  rebut  die  charge  of  hi«  teaching  that  we  arc  justified  by  tht 
smH  vf  faith,  makes  tite  feSkming  itatement,  which  we  translate  turn  his 
SctbobsIb  Oateb.  ■*  Faitb,  which  is  sarlnf  is  actlTe,  bringing  fnrtb  tbe  ftnfts 
ef  rlgbteoumcss  $  and  when  by  it,  its  subject  eomet  to  God  for  favoiir*  or  tbe 
fbrgif enctt  <tf  sins,  and  obtsim  it,— he  does  not  so  ebtain  it  by  tbe  merit  of 
Ibis  Ibilb,  or  becanse  God  Is  bound  to  reward  It  with  eternal  righteoasness. 
Bndi  an  opinion  wonld  be  vain ;  nererlbelcss,  becaose  God  oat  of  pare  bsnd- 
sesi^  will  aoooant  sndi  an  act  of  f 4ith  for  rigbteoasness,  be  has  tberefdie  made 
it  nan's  intenst  to  bsllefe,  and  commanded  him  so  to  do.  Bat  it  may  be 
mdd,  that  if  faitb  be  viewed  as  an  Mf  ora  avrft,  then  it  mast  be  eonsldeied 
at  a  deed  of  merit  How  f ntfle !  Cor  bow  can  an  act  be  considersd  as  merit- 
ingaeqnittal  for  Its  sahjcct,  the  w«rj  natare  of  whidi,  when  eoneet,  ImpUes 
n  eonfcislon  tlmt  he  has  merited  a  judgment  anto  death.  And  he  wlm  wonld 
ceme  tfaoe  le  daip  acqnittal  bj  the  merit  of  sodt  an  act,  wonld  only  4iew 
Aait  be  was  tentbld  more  the  creatnre  of  condemnation.*'  IbL  p.  SM. 

To  tbts  efeet  is  tbe  language  of  Armlnins ;  Christ  did  not  merit  diat  «a 
be  jnstifled  by  the  dignity  and  merit  of  faith,  bnt  fhith  is  die  instmmental 
canse^  or  action  by  wbicb  we  appiebend  Christ,  and  bis  rigbteoasnem  dfercd 
QVte  ns  by  God,  aocoiding  to  the  order  and  promise  of  ih»  gospci,  wbere  It 
te  snid,  that  ukutmttr  Wwew,  sbgll  ttjwrtybd  and  sawdL  The/bnn  ^iaitf. 
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not  met  ihe  objections  advanced  against  the  thesis  in  a 
W9J  more  suitable  to  the  importance  of  the  subject  and  the 
occasion.  Thus  repulsed,  he  handed  the  proposition  to 
another  student,  and  it  was  debated  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
February,  aiid  the  ninth  of  March.  On  both  these  occa- 
sions, Episcopius  was  again  persuaded  to  take  part  in  the 
disputation;  but  in  each  instance,  Sibnindus  behaved  to- 
wards him  with  the  same  violence  and  rudeness^  which 

Jicatifm  is  the  gracious  ettinution  of  (M,  wberebj  he  Impntet  the  righteoat* 
ness  of  Christ  unto  us,  and  imputes  ftithfor  righteousness;  that  is,  God 
doth  forgive  our  sins  unto  us  who  believe,  for  tlw  snke  of  Cbilst  apprehend. 
«d  hj  faith,  and  esteems  «•  as  righteous  in  him,  which  ettimaUon  hath 
naxed  uato  it  the  adoption  of  aons,  and  a  ooUation  of  right  to  the  inheritaaoo 
of  otemal  life.*' 

To  this  we  ma>  append  the  words  of  CaiceUsui.  Speaking  of  the  chaign 
ot  hto  advocating  the  merit  of  works,  he  exclaims,  *'  tiod  forbid  that  I 
should  assert  anjsuch  thing:  but  this  I  saj,  tliejr  are necessaiy,  becanaa 
Ood  will  not  make  us  partakers  of  tlie  sulfation  purchased  bjr  Christ's  blood* 
bj  Mjf  Mer  nd§  or  condition,  than  that  of  iMlicTlng  in  the  merit  of  Christ." 

In  flirther  diieetiBg  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  this  sobject,  wo  feel  w« 
•M  intmding  upon  his  forbearance,  but  we  deem  it  doe  to  tlie  Remonstrants 
to  make  the  following  statements,  becaose  they  were  considered  heterodox 
on  tiiis  point,  by  many  of  their  CalTinialie  opponents,  who  for  the  most  part, 
adopted  the  doctrine  of  the  impntntion  of  a  twofold  righteousnes^^  in  order  to 
nor  jnstilication,as  it  was  first  propounded  by  ZwingUns.  The  one  whicb 
ho  called  the  orMne  righteottsncas  of  Ctirist,  ho  said,  was  the  effect  of  his 
huTiog  AUflUed  the  whole  law  for  ns^  and  therefore  our  otiedience  is  perfect 
and  complete  in  him.  The  other  he  designated  the  jMssise  lighteoosneia  of 
Christ,  tiie  result  of  his  obedience  onto  death.  By  the  latter,  ho  amerled, 
the  guilt  of  sin  was  taken  away,  and  by  the  former,  we  were  entitled  to  eter- 
nal life.  This  opened  the  door  to  Antinomianism,  which  maintained  <*  that  the 
personal  acts  of  obedience  of  Christ  to  the  law,  being  put  to  the  account  of 
helicTers,  they  are  therefore  reckoned  righteous  In  him,  for  whidi  reason, 
Ood  sees  no  sin  in  them ;  and  they  are  not  bound  to  conftm  sin,  mourn  for 
It,  or  pray  that  it  may  be  forgiven.  Tltej  need  not  fear  either  their  own 
sius,  or  the  sins  of  others,  since  neitlier  can  do  them  any  ifljuiy.*'— BeeiM*« 

Jiank  i.f  (  hurchet  and  S9CtM. 

For  demurrtng  at  this,  and  other  opinions  equally  strange,  connected 
with  this  subject,  Aiminius  and  his  followers  were  connted  heretical  by  the 
Caivinists,  heaoe^  one  of  them  expostulated  with  a  Bemonabnat,  becanaa  he 


Digitized  by  Google 


MBMOIKS  or  EFISCOPIUS. 


77 


kad  marked  his  conduct  at  the  preTiona  debate*  While 
Uie  fiune  of  Episcopiiu  increased  hj  the  anperiority  he 

displayed  over  the  professor,  and  this  would  be  gralilying 
to  bim,  yet,  as  a  matter  of  coarse,  it  was  an  occasion  of 
deep  mortification  to  Sibrandus,  who  heuceforth  viewed  him 
with  jealousy  and  hatred.  Stung  with  shame,  and  madden- 
ed  by  the  desire  of  revenge,  he  began  to  devise  measures, 
says  Linabuicii,  which,  had  they  sueceedecl,  were  desigued  to 

hesitated  to  admit  tbat  a  sinner  is  justified  by  t)mt  fnitli,  that  belicres  that 
Cbrii<!t  had  endured  for  him  by  name  eternal  death,  and  all  the  punishment 
of  (lu-  damned,"  a  doctrine,  in  rclntion  to  which  Dwight  snys,  '*  if  the  atone- 
unnt  of  Christ  consiste*!  in  suflVrinc^  what  tluise.  for  wliosc  sins  ho  atoned, 
dtservt-d  to  suffer;  his  mediation  did  not  lessen  the  evils  of  the  apostasy, 
aad,  of  course,  there  is  in  the  divine  kinfirdoin  just  as  raweh  misery,  with  the 
mediation  of  C'lirist,  as  there  would  have  been  without  it ;  and  nothini^  is 
ifained  In  tlu^  I'-  niderful  worlf,  hut  the  transfer  of  tliis  inistrv  from  the 
£fuiify  to  the  innoccat."  And  yet  this  was  the  doctrine  of  tliv  Belgic  divines, 
and  oil  this  ihcy  founded  the  right  <if  ae(|uittal  from  j^nnishment  of  those  for 
whom  Christ  died  ;  holdinij;  those  to  be  Soeinians  who  litsituted  to  receive  it, 
in  as  much  as  they  saw,  that  any  other  interpretation  of  tiic  ulotu ment, 
would  o]>en  the  way  for  the  admission  of  the  universality  of  the  death  of 
Christ.    This  will  be  setu  Ly  quotatioi.s  fiorn  their  works. 

Bfaccovius  says ;  "  If  Christ  died  for  all,  then  he  was  a  surety  and  rj.a- 
f-omc  lor  all,  even  for  those  tint  perish  everlastingly.  And  this  will  brand 
Uod  with  Jiiju^iee,  for  lakujf;  u  twcd'old  punishment  for  the  same  offences, 
whcu  ihc  hrst  salisfactiou  might  have  sufficed." — Mac.  Distinct,  c.  10.  Disp. 
IS.  p  35. 

D.  Damman,  who  was  scribe  to  the  Synod  of  Dort,  speaks  to  the  same  effect, 
"  It  is  repugnant  to  God's  justice,  that  he  should  constitute  Christ  to  bear 
the  ains  of  all  men,  and  make  full  satisfaction  foribero,  and  yetordftin 
wmt  men  to  bear  their  own  sins,  in  their  own  persons,  and  so  make  aatis- 
ftcCkm  for  them  tbemielvet ;  then  he  ihonld  pnnbh  ome  tin  twice,  that  it  to 
lej,  both  in  bit  Son,  and  in  them  that  perish.** — Cmuemt.  p.  63. 

Vogclius  says,  <*  If  Christ  tasted  death  for  nnlM»]ie?ers;,  hedranlc  that  bitter 
cnp  in  vain,  or  else  nnbelierers  mnst  taste  etexnal  death  twice,  contrary  to 
Qod's  justice,  to  the  dignity  of  Christ's  death,  and  to  possibility  and 
^berefote  this  man  says,  "  The  Remonstrants,  who  lielicTe  in  the  nnlferMl*. 
itj  of  Christ's  death,  art  Co  he  mupt^ed  of  PriajFiamiin,  SodniaMMm^  and 
Mgr  flUkg  Aemie*."— Ceaira  MinittroB  CtimpaUf  pp.  195,  135. — From  Dr. 
Wtmuk^  Siikep  y  A.  DlnU's,  «#  la  hi*  ArtMUi  Doffmahm,  Jail- J?e. 
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hi.ve  prerentad  Eyuscopios  ever  being  allowed  to  enter  tbe 
iMiiietrj.   What  these  measures  were,  we  are  not  informed : 

it  is  only  added,  that  not  till  some  time  after  their  failure, 
was  £piscopius  apprised  of  the  machiualions  oi  the  pro- 
finwor^  although  he  had  bapp^y,  by  his  prudent  and  inre» 
pfoacbable  conduct,  rendered  them  perfectly  nugatory* 
But  though  we  are  in  the  dark  as  to  the  precise  measures 
adopted  by  Sibraudug  at  the  time  alluded  to,  we  shall  pre- 

The  paisag^es  quoted  in  this  note  from  the  works  of  Arminius  and  Curcel- 
Iteus,  are  given,  ms  they  are  translated  in  a  work  published  in  1G97,  to  shew  the 
growth,  and  dctpctthc  progress  of  error,  by  a  person  who.  in  withholding  his 
name,  called  himself  "a  Lover  of  Ptare  and  Tntlh.'^  These  transmit  inn^  arc  made 
by  him,  for  tlie  purpose  of  admitting  the  statcnif-nts  of  the  Anninians  Ut  be 
ortiitxlox  ;  and  who,  in  relation  to  the  oi'  Anniiuus  un  the  subjects  of 

grace  and  free-will,  as  <;tatcd  by  him  in  his  Ii  iter  to  HippuLUm  a  CoUibus,  es- 
pecially exclaims,  "  W  hat  man  can  desire  more, — I  know  not yet  the  reader 
will  be  surprised  to  lind  that  while  this  is  granted,  it  is  only  for  the  ])nrf.<i<c 
of  charging  them  v.  iih  falsehood  umi  hypocrisy,  by  hU  attempting  to  ]  i  »\t  , 
that  while  they  had  ortlntdox  sentimcuts  on  their  lips,  they  were  Soeiiu.uis 
in  tiair  hearts.*  Rc  vuiiing  as  such  conduct  may  appear,  in  a  man  who  j)ro. 
fessed  to  be  a  lover  of  trulhy  yet  this  was  the  invariable  practice  of  Festus 
Ilommiu!^  and  others,  as  will  be  shewn  In n  ultcr,  a--s  rinii:,  that  while  Lpis- 
copius  and  uiliers  spoke  orthodox  senlnuents,  they  .sLCit  tly  inaiiitiLincd  oppo- 
site opinions  j  and  in  this  dishonourable  manner  charged  them  with  Socini- 
anism ;  and  Dr.  Moslu  im  lias  contributed  to  ])erpetuatc  ihis  scandal  upon 
them,  by  sayiuLC,  llul  tiic  C  alvini.st  party,  at  the  conference  cff  the  Hague, 
offered  to  tolerate  the  Armiuians,  if  they  would  give  up  certain  Socinian 
sentiments  which  they  held.  If  the  proposal  was  ever  madcyiihldl  W«  doubt, 
nothing  could  be  more  oiyiist  than  the  chai^v  it  contained. 


*The  reader  should  know,  that  the  design  of  all  tbia  is  to  lift  op  a  wamiog;  Toioe  to  tbow,  who 
•tght  bcdUpoMd  toalofl  ttemUte  fira  of  CslrtaisMt  wUdb  ms  flnttoaacM  by  CaMO» 
taagbt  diviBitj»t8«imar,w4  WM  ttomAtUf  dcTikpedliy  kbdi^^  §ai 

now  bears  the  name  in  England,  of-Haxtcrianism,  being  advocated  by  the  p«"!rbrrvted  Baxter  in  his 
TreatlM  of  Unirersnl  Redemption,  and  in  his  Metkodu$  Thfologut.  In  doing  this,  be  stale*  the 
of  those  who  hare  made  the  attempt,  by  saying, "  that  the  Anyraldians,  amongst  whom,  they 
wbo  n»  siaatw  la  what  they  proleM,  I MH  avt^  tat  then  ua  mmj  aoai,— yet  of  tbew,  hum 
awayaUde  latoAiaiaiaainar  Aadlhaeshttcy  lelapteaiMiitr  a■lMife«^|q^  telvcn  li» 
extremes  of  C<i/a#i,  and  tbe  excesses  of  Van  Uarmitut  yct»OB  the  turn  from  the  former,  tttf 
fall  in  farwifh  tin-  {j'trr,  in  tlifir  ronr*  ssions,  that  it's  become  iTOpo^sible  for  tlum  to  moke  a 
jost  dclritce  ui  what  ilicy  hold  in  opposition  to  the  other  parts  of  ihe  ArminitM  system  ;  and  tber»- 
ftia  Stiaiti  fell  fa  mllraly  wHh  tbem.  [the  Arminians,]  and  nin  their  kngtbs."  p.  9. 
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went  one  iostanee  of  his  envenomed  feelings,  as  maniiested 
against  his  successftd  opponent    Smarting  under  the  pain 

of  discomfiture,  he  adopted  the  fijllowiu^^  luclhod  to  get 
Episcopius  expelled  from  the  uiiiversitj.  He  wailed  upon 
the  curators,  complaining  that  certain  persons  who  were 
especially  qoalified  for  such  a  work,  were  tolerated  in  agi* 
taling  and  spreading  through  the  nniversity,  new  and  dan- 
gerous doctrines;  and  that  this  atiompL  was  made,  through 
the  medium  of  the  public  disputations  and  in  private 
eompanies:  adding,  al  the  same  time,  that  the  parties  so 
engaged  were  distinguished  with  such  capahilities,  that  he 
was  folly  persuaded  that  more  suitable  instruments  for  ef- 
fecting such  an  object,  c(m](]  not  liave  been  selected.  Tliis 
statement  he  meant  to  apply  to  Episcopius,  of  whom  be  did 
not  scrapie  to  say,  on  another  occasion,  while  seated  at  the 
table  of  a  iriend,  when  several  professors  were  present, 
"That  in  point  of  force  of  mind  and  argumentative  powers, 
he  was  fallv  satisfied  tliat  Anuitiius  was  a  mere  child  to 
him  i "  In  consequence  of  these  representations,  several  of 
the  students  were  summoned  before  the  honourable  curators, 
under  pretence  of  being  examined  on  certain  charges 
of  misdemeanour  which  were  to  be  alleged  against  them. 
But  when  they  came  into  their  presence,  instead  of  such 
charges  being  advanced,  they  were  required  to  take  an 
oath,  faithfully  to  answer  and  not  divulge  the  questions  about 
to  be  proposed  to  them.  This  being  done,  they  were  asked, 
"If  they  were  nut  aware,  lh;it  certain  errors  bad  been 
broached  and  were  spreading  through  the  university,  and 
whether  some  of  the  more  learned  students  had  not  mixed 
in  their  company,  and  under  the  pretence  of  social  inter- 
course, introduced  certain  doctrines  as  subjects  of  converssp 
tion,  with  the  design  of  questioning  their  truth,  \\  liile  others 
of  a  difhcuit  and  mysterious  character,  were  proposed  to  be 
illustrated  and  explained  ?  And  when  they  one  and  all 
iDSwered,  "that  certainly  nothing  of  this  kind  had  ever 
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happened  to  ihemi''  they  were  then  luriher  asked,  "if  thej 
had  not  heard  that  such  was  the  case?"  to  which  thej  again 
replied,  certainly  not^  The  curators^  however,  asserted 
that  they  had  been  given  to  understand  by  eminent  and 

credible  persons,  that  sucli  was  tlie  fact.  l  ailing  in  llicir 
attempts  to  elicit  any  thing  that  might  confirm  the  suspi- 
cions which  had  been  excited,  they  then  inquired,  "  if  they 
were  not  present  at  the  disputation  on  justification,  and  if  so, 
\vi)(  ther  tilt  V  liiid  not  remarked  that  very  strong  opposition 
had  been  made  to  the  usually  received  mode  of  presenting 
that  doctrine  ? "  To  this  they  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Being  then  asked,  "  if  they  had  not  heard  the  name  of  Calvin 
slandered,  and  treated  with  contumely?**  they  answered,  ^*cer- 
tainly  not."  The  curators,  however,  said,  that  they  had  Ik  ard 
that  such  was  the  practice  of  some  persons,  and  they  solemnly 
forbad  every  thing  of  the  kind ;  declaring,  at  the  same  time, 
that  they  were  fully  determined,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 
to  maintain  the  opinions  of  Calvin;  and  charged  them, 
at  their  peril,  to  speak  disrespectfully  either  of  liis  name  or 
doctrines.  Many  other  questions  of  a  similar  kind  were 
proposed  to  them,  but  in  consequence  of  the  oath  they  had 
taken,  Episcopius  was  kept  in  perfect  ignorance  of  them, 
as  also  of  the  above,  for  a  length  of  time ;  till  some  of  the 
students  foinul  it  difficult,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  to  keep 
a  secret,  and  let  out  the  particulars  stated,  by  which  means 
he  was  made  acquainted  with  them. 

In  closing  this  chapter,  we  deem  it  right  to  offer  a  few 
remarks,  on  the  manner  in  which  certain  writers  have  com- 
mented on  the  circumstance  of  Episcopius'  disputing  wiili 
this  professor,  making  it  a  matter  of  serious  complaint 
'  against  him.  Of  the  excellency  of  his  moral  conduct,  and 
religious  character,  none  have  dared  to  whisper  even  the 
slightest  doubt ;  but  by  some  Dutch  writers,  he  has  been 
charged  as  a  rash,  hot-headed,  imprudent  young  man,  a  blate- 
ment  which  has  been  carelessly  repeated  by  £nglish  and  other 
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biograpliicai  writers.  What  degree  of  truth  there  may  be  in 
this  allegation,  we  shall  not  attempt  to  say,  but  we  cannot 
help  believing,  that  it  was  his  talents  and  boldness  which 
were  more  offensive  to  Sibrandns  and  his  friends,  than  the 
mere  circnmstauce  of  his  taking  part  in  the  dispntation* 
Had  he  been,  indeed,  a  rash,  wordy,  young  man,  wlio  had 
laid  himself  and  his  system  open  to  attack,  in  a  way  that 
would  hare  secured  victory  to  Sibrandns,  not  a  word  had 
been  uttered,  as  to  his  impradence  or  rashneis  in  disputing 
with  this  professor,  either  by  liiin,  or  the  aduiirers  of  his 
doctrine.  And  supposing  tliat  it  be  admitted,  that  it  would 
have  been  more  prudent  in  him,  to  have  followed  the  coun- 
sel of  Arminius,  on  leaving  Leyden,  and  that  of  Antonides, 
on  his  arrival  at  Franeker,  not  to  take  part  in  any  of  the 
dispuuiiiuns  of  the  university,  yet,  let  the  reader  glance  at 
the  circumstances  of  the  ease,  and  then  he  will  be  disposed, 
not  to  view  the  conduct  of  £piscopius  in  that  light  in  which 
it  has  been  frequently  represented  by  such  writers.  In  do- 
ing this,  he  ought  to  bear  in  mind  the  folh)wing  circum- 
stances: namely,  that  the  thesis  of  8ibrandus  was  placarded 
on  the  doors  of  the  college,  in  the  way  of  challenge  to  any 
one,  who  might  choose  to  appear  as  a  combatant, — ^the 
manner  in  which  Kpiscopius  was  beset,  shortly  after  his 
arrival  at  the  university, — the  report  of  penal  measures 
btfiug  about  to  be  adopted  against  him, — the  loud  and  un- 
appeasable calls  from  various  persons  in  the  assembly, 
which  all  but  demanded  that  he  shotdd  take  part  in  the 
discussion; — the  ardent  feelings  of  a  young  man  just  enter- 
ing the  path  of  fame,  of  whose  talents  much  had  been  said, 
and  from  whom  much  was  expected, — and  then,  if  the 
consideration  of  these  circumstances  will  not  justify  him  in 
the  opinion  of  the  reader,  yet,  if  he  be  distinguished  with  a 
candid  and  generous  mind,  it  will  not  only  prevent  him  from 
being  severe  in  liis  judgment  upon  him  for  entering  the  lists 
in  the  hrst  instance,  as  a  disputant  against  this  professor, 
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but  also,  when  he  recollects,  that  in  go  doing,  Episcojnus  had 
acquired  great  praise  for  the  mental  power  and  scholarship 
he  had  dUplayed^  the  commanding  effects  of  which  fixed 
upon  him  the  attontlon  of  the  whole  nniversity,  and  the 
greater  ]Kirt  of  the  citizens ;  and  that  urged  by  the  conscious- 
ness of  his  own  capabilities,  in  carrying  defeat  against  hit 
epponent,  with  the  certainty  of  sharing  the  applause  atlea* 
dent  Qpon  lutoie  Tictories^  he  was  induced  to  continue  to 
debate^  the  reader,  we  think,  wUl  view  these  circumstances 
as  palHatires,  unless  he  profess  to  be  a  rigid  moralist,  who 
may  pronounce  our  young  disputant  defective  on  the  ground 
of  the  motives  on  wliich  he  acted,  not  being  of  the  most 
lofty  and  excellent  order.  But  suppose  we  concede  this, 
which  will  only  be  allowed  on  the  ground  of  being  permitted 
to  compai'e  them  with  those  by  which  Sibrandus  ^\  as  gov- 
erned, when  seeking  to  ruin  his  successful  antagonist,  and 
then,  we  will  put  it  to  the  unbiassed  feelings  of  such  a  man 
lo  say,  whether  Episcopius  will  not  stand  before  him,  in 
a  less  dishonourable  and  discreditable  point  of  riew,  than 
mubl  appeal  the  character  and  conduct  of  this  professor. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  priDcipal  subject  of  this  chap« 
ter,  the  call  of  Episcopius  to  the  ministry^  it  will  be  neces- 
wry  to  direct  the  atteotion  of  the  reader  to  the  poliiical  and 
ecclesiastical  afikirs  of  the  Low  Coimtries,  as  thef  existed 
somewhat  before  and  at  the  period  this  event  took  place, 
in  order  to  mark  one  of  the  causes  of  that  opposition  which 
was  made  hj  certain  parties  to  his  being  set  apart  to  the 
sacred  office*  The  thirty  years  war,  which  the  Dntch  peo* 
pie  waged  with  the  power  of  Spain,  in  defence  of  ciyil  and 
religious  liberty,  and  which  their  indomitable  .spuiL  and 
patient  endurance  brought  to  such  a  glorious  issue,  did  not 
occasion  an  extraordinary  change  in  the  political  institutions 
of  this  people,  thongh  it  indnced  a  new  Order  of  things  in 
relation  to  the  church.  The  civil  liberty  and  institntions^ 
which  the  despotic  spirit  of  Philip  designed  to  destroy,  the 
people  of  the  Netherlands  had  long  enjoyed ;  and  so  jealous 
were  they  of  any  encroachment  upon  them,  that  though  the 
dignity  and  authority  of  their  connts  were  hereditary,  yet 
before  they  were  allowed  to  enter  on  tlieir  government,  it 
was  required  that  they  should  first  secure  the  apprubation 
of  the  barons,  the  chief  lords,  and  the  people.  For  this 
purpose,  they  visited  all  the  principal  towns  and  cities, 
when  they  swore  religiously  to  respect  the  liberties  of  the 
citizens;  which  being  done,  the  people  engaged  to  pay  the 
taxes  necessary-  to  support  their  authority.^ 

•  Modtsm  Vninnal  Hlttoiy.  ToK  xzst. 
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Long  signalized  by  industry,  which  as  it  brought  the  en- 
joyment of  wealth  and  intelligence,  so  it  generated  a  love  of 
independence^  which  led  them  eorl^  to  emancipate  them** 
selves  from  the  vassalage  of  the  hishops  and  nohles;  and  in 
1300,  the  chiefs  of  the  ffilden  or  trades  were,  in  many  in- 
stances, more  i^owerful  \\\im  the  nobles.  Prior  to  ilie  four- 
teenth century,  provincial  states  were  established,  or  rather 
lenewed.  The  statholder  assembled  the  nobles  and  deputiea 
from  the  chief  cities^  and  in  conjunction  with  himself,  regu- 
lated the  affairs  of  the  j)t()\  ince.  The  latter  shortly  after 
ai>sumed  the  power  of  coiivukiug  tinjiusi  Ivos.*  Such  being 
the  political  condition  of  the  Dutch,  belbre  they  cast  off  the 
authority  of  Phihp,  the  political  leaders  of  the  revolt  against 
his  personal  but  secretly  declared  commands,  were  enabled 
to  carry  on  their  opposition  to  his  despotic  designs,  under 
the  forms  of  legality,  and  throw  the  wliole  blame  of  the  na* 
tional  excitement  on  the  deputy  of  the  monarch  and  the 
creatures  of  the  court,  by  charging  them  with  entrenching 
upon  the  institutions  of  the  country,  in  direct  oppodtion  to 
the  king's  oath  and  engagements. 

In  iiuully  disowning  the  rule  of  this  bigoted  despot,  and 
establishing  the  independence  of  the  seven  United  Pro* 
Tinces, little  change  took  place,**  says  Sir  James  Machin* 
tosh,  ''in  the  internal  institutions,*'t  of  the  Belgians, 
when  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  invested  with  ilie  powers 
of  statholder,  and  the  nobility,  and  the  deputies  of  tovvns^ 

•  The  miter  of  the  Histoiy  of  the  Nethmhads,  la  Lsfdiwi^  Cydopv- 
dia,  ipsaUng  of  the  eerly  inhabitatita  of  the  pfovince  of  Frietlsnd  dMsicsUy 
called  Frini,  or  otofe  generally  in  their  owo  laagoaffe  Vry-Vrium  or  Free- 
FrleoDS,  laje,  "  No  nation  ie  more  intereeted  than  Ergland  in  the  examlna- 
tiem  of  all  that  concerns  thii  comer  of  Earope,  to  resuloto  in  its  oppoeition  to 
hotfi  cifil  and  religione  tyrannji  Ibr  it  waa  there  that  thoee  Saaum  inatitn- 
tlona  and  prlnciplee  ware  foA  de?eluped  withont  ooniliaint,  while  tlia 
time  of  their  eiUbliebment  in  England  waa  atill  dlitant**  Yol.  z.  p.  93. 

f  History  of  theEevoloUoD  in  £iigiaad,  in  16^,  p.  306. 
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directed  the  goTerumenty  having  Ibrmerl/  shared  a  large 
portion  of  its  executive  department 

Bat  while  the  civil  government  of  the  seven  provinces 
was  soon  settled  under  the  form  of  a  republic,  and  greatly 

prospered  in  \is  various  depaiLuients,  this  was  not  the  case 
with  the  church ;  which  since  it  had  rejected  the  doguias 
and  domination  of  popery,  had  become  perfectly  altered  in 
its  character  and  iustitutionsy  by  adopting  presbyterianism 
in  its  constitution  and  discipline.  That  the  Dutch,  who 
had  been  disgusted  with  the  episcopal  office,  which  they 
had  seen  abused  by  those  who  had  worn  the  mitrcy  and 
when  playing  the  part  of  political  tyrants,  in  executing 
Fh]ltp*s  commands,  had  stained  their  hands  with  the  blood 
of  the  people,  should  be  disposed  to  adopt  a  system  of 
church  government  that  was  the  furtliest  from  })apal  domi- 
nation in  its  princely  and  imperious  hierarchy,  seems 
natural;  while  the  simple  forms  of  presbyterianism^  with 
the  equality  of  its  ministers,  were  more  in  accordance 
with  the  character  of  the  civil  government  The  reader 
need  scarcely  be  informed,  that  this  system  admits  lay 
officers  in  its  constitution,  and  requires  the  authority  of 
the  magistrates  to  enforce  the  decisions  of  its  conaisiories 
andsjmods.  From  this  arose  a  question  as  to  the  inter<- 
fercnce  of  the  magistrates  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
church,  and  if  allowed, — to  what  extent  it  was  to  be  admitted. 
A  fierce  struggle  ensued  on  this  subject,  and  the  clergy  were 
divided  into  two  distinct  parties  upon  it.  Those  who  were 
the  opponents  of  unconditional  reprobation  and  election, 
and  the  advocates  of  universal  redemption,  were  in  favour 
of  the  magistrates  having  extensive  rights  of  interference, 
and  might  be  called  the  £rastians  of  Holland.  The 
opposite  party  were  the  advocates  of  Calvinism  in  its  most 
immitigated  forms,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Gomarus.* 

•  Thii  min  tapported  the  old  papal  doetrine  of  the  dlimA  betng  iadapen- 
dent  of  the  state,  not,  indeed,  by  A  ptftl  wpnmtcy,  but  by  eotUUml  pow«r. 
—L*rdmtr*»  Cjfdvp.  vol.  aUvi.  p.  169. 
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Here  \va.s  an  occasion  of  conflict,  which  ]>ou  cri'ully  urged 
the  disputants  to  enter  the  arena  of  debate;  and  whilsl- 
a  difference  of  opinion  in  doctrinal  points  frequently  con- 
tributed to  the  existence  of  dissenBions  amongst  the  niiii> 
isters,  yet  this  question  was,  to  a  great  extent,  mixed  up 
with  their  (|iiarrols,  and  added  much  combustible  matter  lu 
their  contentions.  The  right  of  the  magislrate  to  interfere 
in  the  afiairs  of  a  church  like  that  of  the  Presbyterian^  will 
be  admitted  by  the  staunchest  advocate  of  religious  liberty^ 
when  he  glances  at  the  power  assumed  by  its  consistories* 
As  an  estabhshnient,  they  en^irted  all  wilhni  ilicir  pale,  and 
according  to  Baxter's  complaint  of  English  prcsbyteriaiiismy 
ihey  turned  the  commtmion  of  saints  into  the  oommnnion 
of  the  multitude,  and  corrupted  the  church  by  forcing  into 
it  the  rabble  of  the  unfit  and  unwillinfj;"  and  then  by  eccle- 
siastical decisions  and  excontnuniicalions,  punished  such  as 
acted  against  what  was  called  church  discipline.  The  moat 
rigid  of  the  advocates  of  the  Jmm  dimnum  of  thb  system, 
were  for  claiming  the  right  to  inflict  ecclesiastical  censures 
and  ptmisliments  on  persons  who  either  erred  in  doctrine 
or  conduct,  without  appealing  to  the  government  of  the 
fnagistratCy  save  merely  the  calling  him  in,  to  execute  the 
sentence  they  pronounced  against  a  delinqtient  How  dived 
an  assimilation  this  was  to  poper}',  the  reader  will  see  without 
anv  aUeiiipt  being  made  to  point  it  out.  And  thus,  says 
Baxter,  I  disliked  the  course  of  the  more  rigid  of  them 
that  drew  near  the  way  of  prdacy,  by  gnsping  at  a  kmd  of 
secular  power,  not  using  It  themselves,  but  binding  the 
magistrates  to  imprison  men,  or  confiscate  their  property, 
merely  because  they  were  excommunicated.''  Thus  Orrae, 
when  alluding  to  the  prasbyterianism  of  England  in  Owen's 
day,  says,  **  its  worst  failure  was  its  intolerance,  and  deter* 
mined  and  persevering  hostility  to  liberty  of  conscience. 
Their  most  distinguished  \vi  iters  adv  ucated  the  rights  of  per- 
secution." This  spirit,  it  is  txuei  was  had  in  Kn^kadt  bui  it 
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was  awfully  worse  in  Holland.  This  appears  natural,  i'rom 
ihe  circumstance  of  the  men  who  were  the  advocates  of 
peneculioD,  having  been  educated  in  the  pUce  where  they 
heard  theological  lectnres  from  Beza,  who  had  written  a 
Ik )i »k  in  defence  of  persecution,  and  froin  whence  Caslalio* 
and  Bulscc  had  been  banished,  by  the  influence  of  Cs^lvin, 
Ibr  opposing  his  decretnm  herriMe,  and  having  trod  the 
gronnd*  where  Servetne  was  bnmt  by  order  of  the  magis- 
trates, who  sanctioned  and  carried  into  execntioii  the  per« 
scenting  measures  of  Calvin  ap:ainst  hira.  And  though 
much  may  be  said  in  palliation  of  the  measures  of  these 
meot  from  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  they  livedo  yet  this 
does  not  alter  the  fact  of  their  standing  before  us  in  the 

^  This  place  is  named  Champsl,  aa  we  find  io  the  leiiteiioe  passed 
npondiis  rictini  of  perscciitkm.    It  U  m  follows:— ^* As  umb  dn  Pefi^ 
do  Fils,  et  da  Saint  Esprit,  par  ecMt  MMtn  i^jbMilit  AnileMv,  laqvuUt 
d«m»m»idpmr  taerit,  Toy  MICHEL  SERVET  eonrfcmiMW  a  devoir  esfm 
lUHmmk  mm  Ikm  de  CmAUnt,  el  »  dMr  eOn  A  m  pflsMe  mtimekS 
knuU  leaf      «cee  fen  iServ,  tmi  merit  de  to  mmuii       Impriaie,  jusquet  d 
ce  fNe  fen  eeiyeeett  feMl  en  cem^  ;  ef  aimi  Jfeim*  tee  jmu^  pomr  dmmur 
Mmmfh  max mmtne,  qmitH  cat  vemireient  etrnmetre^^Uittorie  Vmm  Mitkmd 
tenehu,  fomm  dem  UmHmMxmm  Ahnerdem.  A  ]«J«e  plateoT  this  iialbr'. 
tnitte  nan  it  gifcn  in  thii  woik, in  Hie  feack-gKmad of  whteh,  isa sbmU 
TCpNecntnttenof  iiim  bound  to  thoetake^  ^dien  1m  ie  being  conenmed  bj  tbt 
awnre.  The  ntnootitntoh  of  onrdiari^  cannot  lead  as  Io  And  an  «|iolog7 
Ibr  tUeemcl  deed,  eoiurniCalrln  WMeonneeted  witbit;  for  If  k  wasne* 
done  by  bit  direct  appoitttaent,  yet,  aa  he  wai,  **  in  eome  eorl,  the  arbiter  of 
oveiy  oe^  and  eveiy  tbonght  of  the  people  of  Qenera,"  hie  penalseion  of  It 
itMifa  indeUUe  di^nco  on  hie  menioiy.  Calvin  nya,  **  that  after  the  sen- 
fence  had  been  lend  to  Serretni,  he  manifetted  a  epeciee  of  hratal  timidit^f 
and  fear.'*    We  tianelale  hie  own  woide,  ae  given  bj  Alwoorden  iv 
Dntdb,  aa  we  hare  not  Cairin't  works.     So  eoon  as  it  was  aanouneed  that 
he  was  to  dic^  he  began  to  appear  gnatly  tronbledi  then  fetched  deep  lighei 
w«pi  Meet  bitterly ;  and  then,  onaUe  to  restiain  himself  soared  ont  repeat* 
fdly  and  Teheinontly,  in  Spanish,  aHewtcenlio/  miemMMlio/'*— ;2rif  Ceh^iiV 
VM  mmm  IW.    (11. 607.  «  eon  I«I9.>    Calrin  eertaialy  intends,  by  thie 
■spwsantatlon,  to  bsld  him  up  to  oontempt,  for  diaplayiag  sudh  a  want  of 
vsoly  oovage.  Feihi^e  he  had  net  shssm  moio  himsslf  had  he  been  i» 
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character  of  persecutors.  And  so  far  did  the  gemus  of  in- 
tolerance influence  those  ministers,  who  were  the  followers 
of  Calvin  and  Beza,  that  whenever  any  of  the  magistrates 
refused  to  coin])ly  with  their  wishes  to  persecute,  they  in- 
stantly branded  them  as  ajjostates  from  the  principles  and 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation.  This  was  the  case  with  ilie 
amiable  and  venerable  Uooft,  mentioned  at  page  43,  who, 
— because  he  argued  against  intolerancct  and  endeavoured 
to  check  these  bigots  in  thetr  career  of  persecution,  and  re- 
fused to  dip  liis  hands,  at  their  request,  in  the  blood  of  his 
Icllow- citizens,  was  never  forgiven  by  them;  and  they  had 
finally  the  pleasure  of  seeing  this  Christian  Cato^*  with 

•  Brandt  says  of  this  gentleman,  that  he  was  a  man  who  by  his  wiidom 
knowlcdjil^e,  experience,  and  inviolable  integrity,  had  acquired  great  repatt- 
tion,  and  was  now  [  I596J  burgomaster  for  the  fifth  time.  We  shall  give  a 
few  extiaets  his  speech  to  his  brother  magistrates,  conoselling  them 
not  10  ooncar  in  the  wishes  of  the  clergy,  who  were  anxious  to  persecate  a 
certain  lodiTidnal  on  aceonnt  of  some  supposed  heresy  he  had  embraoed. — 

'*  As  A»  the  prisoner  himself/'  he  says,  *^  I  do  not  know  thet  I  em  saw 
him  $  and  after  he  was  in  cnstodj,  I  was  informed  by  credible  persons,  that 
notwithstanding  his  mean  oondiiion,  and  charge  of  a  great  many  children,  he 
had  always  behared  himself  honestly,  without  beiog  troublesome  to  anj 
body ;  and  that  he  was  looked  on  as  a  man  nealoualy  concerned  for  his  salva- 
tion. But  I  understand  he  was  excommunicated  eome  time  since,  on  ac^ 
eonnt  of  his  opinions*  The  cbnrch  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  this  exeommn< 
nicatlon,  as  having  done  her  office,  without  prosecuting  the  poor  man  any 
Airllier.— -Ought  we  now  to  put  men  to  death  for  crimes  which  the  cle^ 
call  blasphemy,  but  of  which  they  will  not  snlfer  the  civil  powera  to  take 
any  cognixance  ?  Betides,  that  word  blasphemy  is  extended  so  far,  that  it 
is  made  to  include  Papists,  Lutherans,  Mennonites,  Enthusiasts,  and  it 
seems,  almost  all  that  do  not  conform  in  eveiy  point  to  our  own  churcb.^^ 
Perhaps  it  may  be  said,  that  the  Siianiaids  persecuted  without  reason,  but 
we  with  reason ;  but  every  one  thinks  reason  to  be  on  hit  tld^  and  none  will 
want  a  pretence  to  proceed  to  the  like  cruelty.  If  we  were  to  compare  the 
opinions  and  doctrines  of  the  clergy  with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  what  text 
should  \vr  find  in  the  New  Testament  to  justify  persecution  for  the  sake  of 
reli^im  ?  It  is  especiilly  strange,  that  those  who  strenuously  maintain  the 
doctrine  of  PaEnKsTiwATtoK,  should  thus  insist  upon  persecution,  or  forc- 
ing of  consdeAcci  /or  ifiheir  dodvim  b*  trme,  no  mam  ttm  €mid  tkmi  to  mhifck 
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several  of  liis  brother  senators  Rnd  m  igislrates,  distinguished 
by  the  same  toleraut  spirit,  hurled  from  the  bench  of  author- 
ity by  Maurice,  when  he  joined  the  High  CalvinisISi  in 
Older  that  he  mi^t  racceed  more  eifectually  in  accomplish- 
ing his  purpose  of  seizing  the  reins  of  government 

Piior  to  this  time,  this  prince  udis  the  object  of  their 
hatred ;  as  he  was  irequently  engaged  with  the  magistrates 
in  checking  the  factious  spirit  of  these  men,  and  confirming 
the  appointment  of  certain  miniaterB  to  the  palpit,  who  had 
been  chosen  by  the  more  tolerant  clergy  and  the  deputies 
from  the  States  of  Holland  and  other  provinces:  aiid,  so 
early  as  the  year  1584,  the  senators  of  Holland  found  it 
neceasaiy  to  enact  a  law,  that  should  authorise  commis- 
sioners from  their  honourable  body  to  be  present  at  the 
synods  of  the  clergy,  as  well  as  at  the  examination  and  dec- 
tion  of  ministers,  with  the  right  of  voting  in  such  cases* 
This  circumstance  will  account  for  the  fact  of  many  of  the 
grave  Dutch  statemen  frequently  taking  part  in  meetings, 
where  the  ministers 

"  Reasoui^d  high 
Of  proTidence>  fore-knowledge,  will,  and  fate, 
Fixed  fate,  free-will,  fore-knowledge  absolute^ 
And  found  no  end  in  waadermg  mazes  lost." 

The  opposition  of  the  Ghmiariat  clergy  to  this  reguladon, 
had  been  ftequenOy  manifested  on  former  occasionsy*  but  the 

iu-  orihufud.  I  can  never  coniicnt  that  this  poor  creature  should  bo  hur- 
ried t(»  the  HaiB;ue,'  and  shut  ujj  in  a  prisitii,  to  the  utter  rum  oi  Lis  five 
small  thildreu  and  his  wife."  This  spcecli  su  fur  iiucccedcd,  that  instead  of 
the  man  being  bamt  at  the  stake,  he  was  only  baniihed  from  the  dtj,  to 
friddklie  was  talMeqnently  allowed  to  rettim,  and  lived  In  imloB  with  the 
chvch  for  nuy  j9m»^Brtmit,  wol,  i, 

•  In  the  hcgfamln^  of  the  Refonnation  In  Holland,  William  prince  of 
Orange,  and  the  States  of  that  pioTince,  had  a  design  to  confine  the  election 
of  the  paitofs  to  the  magistrates  of  that  place :  bat  the  ecclesiastics  weie  so 
dntewoa,  as  to  get  the  project  put  by.  A  national  synod  held  at  the  Hagne 
Ih  the  year  ISM,  ordered  that  pastors  shoulil  be  elected  by  the  consistory, 
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can  and  examinatioii  of  Epiecopius  presented  an  opportmiiiy 

for  making  a  grand  trial  of  their  strengtk  in  opposing  it, 
which  they  were  determined  to  improve.    They  vrere  goad- 
ed on  to  the  measures  they  took  against  him,  says  Brandt, 
by  the  apprehension  of  hie  talents  giving  additional  weight 
to  the  canse  of  the  Aiminians.  This  apprehension,  con- 
tinues this  writer,  had  been  excited  hj  the  hme  he  had 
acquired  at  Franeker,  in  coubequeuce  of  his  disputaLioiis 
with  Sibrandus;  the  report  of  which  had  spread  through  the 
whole  of  Hcdland.   On  his  return  to  Amsterdam,  which  took 
place  soon  after  his  last  debate  with  that  professor,  the  min- 
isters of  this  city,  who  had  been  the  bitter  and  unrelenting 
persecutors  of  Arminius,  soon  adopted  measures  to  show 
their  dislike  of  this,  his  distinguished  scliolar.     On  the 
subject  of  moral  and  religious  character,  Episcopius  was 
unassailable;  but  envy  and  bigotiy  m  never  widiout  the 
means  of  annoying  and  persecuting  their  object    There  axe 
modes  of  assailing  a  man,  which,  though  not  overt  and  flag- 
rant, are,  nevertheless,  cfTcclual  in  accomplishing  the  object 
designed,  because  they  tend  to  point  him  out  as  a  suspected 
person,  and  intimate  that  there  is  something  about  htm, 
which,  though  not  definable,  is  yet  of  a  doubdhl  character ; 
and  when  once  this  is  accomplished,  much  is  eflected  in  the 
way  of  mining  such  an  individual.    How  far  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  bigoted  Calvinist  ministers  of  Amsterdam 
tended  to  this,  the  reader  shall  judge.   Scarcely  had  he  ar- 

and  that  tliev  sliould  pay  this  deference  to  tlie  magistrates,  to  acquaint  them 
with  tlie  eleetinii,  and  a-sk  it  liiey  had  aii^'  thing  to  object  against  the  cftnvcr- 
sation  and  tl  -*  (i  ine  of  the  eleetcd  person.   The  States  of  Holland  were  so  far 
from  approuiig  the  synod's  orders,  that  tliey  issued  an  e<lict  ti  at  suiiu;  year, 
ill  which  they  declared  their  intention  of  preserving  tu  Uu iut»elvcs  and  the 
gentlemen  the  right  of  patronage.  Neither  did  the  States  uf  Zealand  stand  to 
tlw  euido  of  tiiat  valknial  aynod.   In  HoUaad,  always  when  a  oboreh  bo- 
cune  facuit,  the  conteit  mived.  The  ooanttoriei  maintMiMd  that  tbt  pil* 
TilcfB  belonged  to  them  alone.  The  megiatntes  and  fentleneD,  hovnefer, 
woald  keep  up  the  right  of  pationege.~Le  Vaaeon  p.  H,  pert  ii. 
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rived,  says  Limborcb,  at  his  native  city  from  Franeker,  when 
the  ministen  and  members  of  the  consistofy  began  to  adopt 
measures,  in  order  to  anno}  and  manifest  their  opposiUon  to 

him.  That  the  n  adt  r  may  see  this,  and  mark  their  feelings 
to^i^'ards  him,  it  will  be  necessary  to  inform  him,  that,  in  the 
year  1601,  he  was  furnished  with  testimonials  from  the 
consistory  of  the  church  at  Amsterdam,  in  order  to  his 
being  admitted  as  a  member  and  communicant  of  the 
church  at  Leyden.  During  the  vacations  or  recesses  of 
the  collee^e,  he  was  accustomed  to  reside  at  Amsterdam,  and 
to  attend  the  sacrament,  when  it  was  celebrated  nt  these 
times ;  and  according  to  his  wonted  custom,  he  had  partaken 
of  it  so  recently  as  the  last  Easter.  After  his  final  return  from 
Franeker,  a  new  order  was  read  from  the  pulpit,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  coiisistory,  through  wliich  it  was  announced 
that  no  person,  having  recently  left  any  city  or  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  residing  in  Amsterdam,  should  present  himself 
at  the  Lord's  table,  until  he  had  produced  his  testimonials,  as 
being  a  member  of  the  church  with  which  he  had  last  com- 
municated. Episcopius,  not  supposing  that  this  regulation 
was  intended  to  apply  to  himself,  went  as  usual  to  partake  of 
the  sacrament.  Shortly  after,  two  persons  deputed  from  the 
eonnstory,  namely,  the  minister  Ursinus,  and  one  of  the 
elders  waited  upon  him,  and  stated,  "  that  as  he  had  twice 
presented  himself  at  the  Lord's  table,  without  producing  his 
testimonials,  they  were  commissioned  by  the  consistory 
to  say,  that  as  he  must  be  aware,  that  the  order  in  question 
had  been  published,  his  conduct  had,  in  consequence  of  his 
non-compliance  with  it,  given  great  offence  to  several 
members  of  the  consistory,  who  were  led  to  suppose,  that  he 
had  neglected  to  comply  with  it,  in  contempt  and  disrespect 
of  their  authority."  To  this  statement,  and  the  accompany- 
ing remarks,  Episcopius  replied,  "  that  most  certainly  he 
had  learnt  that  such  an  order  had  been  published  during 
bis  absence,  but  he  never  thought  for  a  moment  that  it 
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had  any  application  to  bimself,  as  be  had  been  in  the  prac- 
tice of  attending  the  Lord's  table  for  several  years,  during 
his  occasional  viaits  to  this  city,  while  residing  at  Franeker, 
and  that  eren  very  shortly  before  he  finally  lefi  that  place^ 
he  had  done  it  without  the  slightest  demur  being  made  on 
account  of  it;  and,  therefore,  he  did  not  suppose  it  was  re- 
quisite for  liiia  lu  attend  to  the  order  in  question.  Besides, 
he  must  take  the  liberty  of  saying,  that  to  reqiiue  of  a  stu- 
dent, who  was  frequently  moving  from  place  to  place,  that . 
he  should  obtain  new  testimonials  every  time  he  removed, 
was  imponng  an  onerous  task  upon  him ;  and  as  it  regarded 
himself,  he  thought,  that  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  order 
was  quite  unnecessary,  the  more  especially,  as  he  was  so 
well  known,  not  only  to  tlie  whole  of  tlie  clergy,  but  likewise 
to  the  lay  officers,  and  members  of  the  church :  as  were  also 
the  persons,  with  whom  he  was  connected,  and  whose  con- 
dnct  and  behaviour  were  always  under  their  notice  and  in- 
spection." Nevertheless,  he  .^aitl,  he  would  comply  with  this 
order,  and  would  present  his  testimonials  to  the  consistory : 
and  exhibited  them  at  the  same  time  to  these  gentlemen, 
as  he  had  received  them  at  Franeker,  signed  by  the  min- 
ister Rudolphus  Artopeus.   Having  so  done,  he  ventured 
further  to  state,  "  that  he  could  see  no  reason  for  the  intro- 
duction of  this  new  order  into  the  church,  beyond  that  of  its 
iumishing  an  occasion  of  great  annoyance  to  him."  They, 
however,  merely  repUed,   that  such  was  the  cHnler."  ^*  That,'* 
he  said,  *Mid  not  prove  it  to  be  less  the  result  of  a  plan  to  in- 
jure him ;  and  he  must  declare,  that  their  proceedings  had  the 
appearance  of  a  concerted  scheme,  and  iliat  the  pretended  of- 
fence his  conduct  had  given,  was  not  less  a  part  of  it  than  the 
other,  which  to  him  was  the  worst  feature  of  it    Painfiil  as 
it  might  be  to  make  this  assertion,  he  begged  leave  to  men- 
tion some  facts,  which  went  to  confirm  him  in  this  opinion. 
In  the  first  place,  he  \vi.shcd  to  remind  them,  tliat  for  seve- 
ral years  he  had  been  accustomed  to  attend  the  communion 
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here,  a  circumstance  well  known  to  the  princifMd  memben 
of  the  consiatoiy,  who  nerer  offered  the  slightest  oppoeilion 
to  his  so  doing,  or  required  his  compliance  with  any  such 

injmiclion.  The  secoiul  was,  that  of  the  order  being  read  in 
the  interim  of  bis  taking  the  sacrament,  and  that  too,  when 
he  was  absent  The  third  was,  the  suspicions  of  some 
persons,  on  hearing  the  order,  that  it  was  aimed  at  himself; 
fhe  result  of  which  proved  the  accuraej  of  their  conjectures.** 
At  this  moment,  the  brother  oi  l^piscopius,  Rem  Bisschop, 
interposed,  and  said,  "that  it  was  very  evident,  his  brother 
was  the  object  of  some  base  and  treacherous  design,  for 
that  he  himself  had  attended  the  Lord's  table  for  several 
years,  and  that  during  that  period  no  such  request  was  erer 
made  to  him,  no  not  even  when  he  returned  from  Konnings- 
berg,  after  a  residence  in  that  place  of  lifteen  years."  Con- 
founded by  these  statements,  the  deputies  from  the  consis- 
tory assumed  a  milder  tone,  and  appeared  anvous  to  extricato 
themselyes  from  the  dilemma,  in  which  they  were  placed ; 
and  after  offering  some  conciliatory  explanations,  the  inter- 
view closed  in  a  friendly  and  amicable  manner;  thcKc  gen- 
tlemen shaking  hands  with  Episcopius,  assured  him,  that 
they  merely  attended  to  their  directions,  and  that  he  might 
be  fully  persuaded,  that  nothing  was  done  in  this  business 
with  a  design  to  injure  or  annoy  him.**  Episcopius  then  ex- 
pressed himself  as  being  satisfied,  and  subst  (|iu  miy  declared, 
that  he  would  very  soon — which  he  did — present  to  the  con- 
sistory of  Amsterdam,  the  testimonials  he  had  received  from 
Frsneker.  The  deputies  then  said,  "that  they  also  were  sa- 
tisfied, and  assured  him  that  should  he  at  any  time  demand 
testimonials  from  their  consistory,  thetj  should  readily  be 
granted^''  This  is  a  fact  the  reader  must  bear  in  mind,  as  it 
will  show  the  duplicity  with  which  they  treated  him,  when 
he  was  about  to  be  set  apart  to  the  ministry,  the  eridencea 
of  which  we  shall  hare,  though  reluctantly,  to  notice,  in  the 
conduct  of  men,  whose  oliice,  as  teachers  of  religion,  should 
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have  fi^iiardcd  them  against  beinf?  led,  by  ihc  force  of  pas- 
siou  and  prejudice,  to  the  lengths  to  which  they  were  carried, 
A  tew  days  after  this  affair,  four  persons,  depated  the 
consistoiy  of  Alkmaer^*  waited  upon  £pi8copiu8»  soliciting 
bim  to  preach  in  the  sacristiy  of  their  church,  before  the 
consistoi)  and  other  persons,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  their 
calling  him  to  be  one  of  their  ministers.  But  as  he  was 
aware,  that  there  existed  great  excitement  amongst  the  in- 
habitantSy  occasioned  bj  a  dispute  between  two  of  their 
cleigynien,  4<lolphuB  Venator  and  Cornelius  Huttheuusy  on 
the  subject  of  the  magistrates'  interference  in  ecclesiastical 
affairs;  and  apprehending  that  he  uiight  be  involved  in  the 
quarrel  with  the  burgomasters  and  citizens,  who  had  taken 
part  in  the  debates,  and  were  divided  into  two  factions,  he 
deemed  it  proper  politely  to  dedine  accepting  the  iuTitation. 
The  people  of  this  place,  being  informed  of  the  reasons  that 
induced  him  to  do  so,  were  not  without  hopes  of  succeeding 
in  obtaining  his  consent  to  become  their  pastor,  when  the 

•  Tbit  pUiM  it  nemoraUe  in  Datch  liistoiy,  ts  Uiiig  th«  last  dty  that 
tbnw  off  th«  authority  of  Philip,  and  the  lint  that  olend  effietnal 
fMiatanee  to  the  Spanish  army.  Alva's  natonl  soiif  Don  Fradsriek  Toledo^ 
bad  Just  flaisfaodtbe  siege  of  Haariem,  where  the  peopleahowed  that  despeiate 
coiuige  and  patient  endotance,  which  are  the  offiipring  of  despair,  which 
none  evinced  more  Uian  the  fenalei*  300  of  whom  Ihrmed  themselves  into  a 
battalion,  with  a  widow,  named  Kenan  Baseelaer,  at  their  head,  and  bore  a 
part  in  all  the  Inhours  and  perils  of  the  iriege,  and  jierfomied  astonishing  deeda 
of  heroism.  Finding,  at  length,  that  relief  was  impossible,  and  that  they 
mnst  all  be  slaughtered  if  they  surrendered  to  the  Spaniards,  the  dtissaa 
determined  upon  sallying  out  of  the  town  in  two  oolamns,  with  the  women 
and  children  between  them,  and  though  they  were  aware  that  tlie  greater  pxrt 
of  them  must  be  killed  in  attempting  to  escape,  still  they  preferred  meeting 
d'  aili  in  this  way,  tn  hv'ur:^  hutchered,  without  anns  in  their  hands,  by  the 
h(  v;i  -ITS.  Toledo  being  mude  uecjuainted  with  tlieir  piiriK)so,  and  knowing 
thai  ilfvpair  might  lead  thtse  brave  people  to  desperate  measures,  s<Hithed 
their  feurs  by  a  perfidious  promise  of  pardon.  They  listened  to  it,  luid 
allowed  liim  to  enter  the  city,  wlicre  he  committed  barbarities  wc  cannot 
allow  ourscivc^i  to  detail.  The  Alkn)aerian«?,  aware  of  the  fate  of  their  neigh- 
bours, prepared  for  their  defence  and  were  cuubled  finally  to  repulse  the 
Spaniards. — GtoKui,  tfatooa,  Grimnihorpe,  Gmtton,  Bnmdi, 
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stateof  their  church  and  the  public  mind  should  become  tran- 
quil ;  and  ihereforo  they  were  deeply  anxious  to  adopt  those 
measures  calculated  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object,  in 
order  thai  they  might  spply  to  him  a  second  time  with 
greater  eoceeei. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  an  inritation,  mnch  more  agree- 
able to  his  views,  was  forwarded  to  him  from  Rotterdam,  by 
the  senate  and  magistrates  of  that  city.  This  was  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Swahmii8»  who  had  been  the  minialer 
of  the  parish  of  Bleiswick^  which  was  within  the  jnrisdietioii 
of  Rotterdam,  and  under  the  patronage  of  the  honourable 
senate  of  that  city.    Having  preached  before  some  of  the 
magistrates,  and  several  of  the  members  of  the  council,  who 
were  highly  pleased  with  the  senDon,  he  was  immediate 
and  unaaimoiidy  invited  to  become  the  minister  of  die  parish. 
On  the  foUowtng  Sunday  he  preached  also  at  Bleiswiclc,  to  the 
great  satisfaction  of  the  parishioners,  who  became  anxious  to 
coidirm  the  invitation.    This  circumstance  being  kuowii  to 
the  people  of  Alkmaery  a  deputation  from  them  followed  him 
there,  consisting  of  one  clergyman  and  some  gentlemen, 
with  the  design  of  inducing  him  to  accept  of  an  mvitation 
(nm  them,  but  as  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  embrace  fliat 
of  the  people  of  Bleiswick,  iliey  returned  a  second  time 
without  being  successful  in  their  application.     Several  of 
dm  ministew  of  Rotterdam  and  Amsterdam,  however,  had 
agreed  to  oppose  his  induction  into  the  office  of  the  ministiy, 
and  laid  their  plans  with  much  art  to  accompKsh  thmr  design* 
The  former  attempted  to  frustrate  this  call,  by  reporting 
that  Episcopius  was  heterodox  upon  certain  important  points 
of  Christian  doctrine.   The  measure  succeeded  to  a  certain 
extent,  as  it  alarmed  the  people ;  and  some  of  the  most  re» 
speetableof  them  waited  upon  the  magistrates  of  Rotterdam, 
and  slated  their  fears  to  them,  but  these  were  soon  removed, 
the  more  especially  when  the  schout,  and  several  of  the  most 
distinguished  members  of  the  senate  came  forward  to  speak 
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of  Epiicopiiu  in  the  higbest  temis  of  appfovaL  They  then 
consented  to  confinn  the  appmntment,  on  the  eondition  of  itn 

being  approved  by  the  elassis.    11  crc  he  was  opposed  by 
some  of  the  clergy,  and  especially  by  Ruardus  Acronius, 
minister  of  Scheidam,  who  insisted  that  he  should  produce 
testunoniala  in  proof  of  the  piety  of  his  eondnety  and  the 
aonndneaa  of  hia  doctrinea,  not  only  from  the  iaenUy  of 
theology  at  Leyden,  but  also  from  the  conaiatories  of  Prane- 
ker  and  Amsterdam,  and  afterwards  clear  himself  from  all 
auspiciou  of  heterodoxy.   The  appointment,  however,  was 
confirmed  by  the  claaaia  by  a  majority  of  votea,  and  the 
16th  of  Augnat  appomted  for  the  day  of  hia  examination. 
Epiacopioa  then  returned  to  Amaterdam  with  a  copy  of 
the  decision  of  the  elassis,  for  ilic  pui  })osL;  of  obtaining  Llie 
approbation  of  tlie  magistrates,  who  were  his  patrons,  in 
support  of  the  invitation  he  had  received.    But  now  the 
miniatera  of  thia  city  began  to  play  their  part,  and  uae  their 
influence  in  a  variety  of  ways,  in  order  to  prerent  the  ratifi- 
cation of  thia  call.    Like  their  brethren  at  Rotterdam,  they 
intimated  that  he  was  heterodox.    Being  made  actiuainted 
\ml1i  ihis  nisinuatioo,  Episcopiua  appealed  to  the  magistrates, 
and  requested  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  defending 
himself  and  proving  the  contrary  before  them.  They 
compUed  with  thia  request,  bnt  the  clergy  poaitiTcly 
refused  to  cnler  upon  the  subject  in  their  presence.  As 
the  business  was  by  these  measures  held  in  a  state  ot  sus- 
pense, a  burgomaster  was  sent  from  the  magistrates  of  Rot- 
terdam to  those  of  Amsterdam,  requesting  thdr  assent  to  the 
appointment ;  which  was  granted.  By  this  time^  the  period 
fixed  for  his  examination  had  expired,  and  it  was  further 
postponed  to  the  twenty- seventh  of  September.    As  the 
day  was  a})proaching,  Kpiscopius  applied  to  the  minister  Ur- 
sinus,  whom  the  reader  wiU  recollect  as  having  waited  upon 
him,  and  promised  him  in  the  name  of  the  consistory  testi- 
monials, whenever  he  might  choose  to  apply  for  them.  Thia 


Digitized  by  Google 


MBMOIBS  OP  BPI8C0PIUS. 


07 


gentleman,  on  this  occaskm,  returned  the  testimonials  Epis^ 
copius  had  receiTed  from  Franekcr,  and  which  he  had 
presented  to  the  cousistory  of  Amsterdam,  according  to  his 
engagement^  when  the  intenriew  alfaided  to  took  place; 
and  referred  faim  to  tlie  coneiitoiy.  for  tihe  teetimoniale  he 
requested.  But  wlien  in  compliance  with  tiiis  advice,  he 
made  u])])lication  for  them,  he  was  informed  they  could  liot 
be  given  to  him  at  present,  in  couscqueiice  of  the  absence 
of  the  two  miniatersy  Flanciii8»  and  BAelandoa.  Learning 
tlua»  he  informed  them  that  he  was  mider  the  necessity  of 
departing  for  Rotterdam,  and  hoped  that  his  request  woidd 
be  early  complied  with.  To  which  it  was  replied,  that  he 
might  depute  his  brother  to  apply  for  them,  to  whom  they 
would  he  ffiveHm 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  examination^  the  dasiiB 
met  at  Rotterdam^  on  which  occasion  were  present,  two  de* 
pulies  from  the  synod,  Joannes  Bccius  and  Libertiis  Fraxi- 
nus,  the  tonner  a  clergyman  of  Dort,  the  oilier  of  the  l^riel. 
There  were  also  ten  gentlemen  deputed  from  the  magistracy 
of  Jiotterdam ;  namely,  three  burgomasters,  and  seven  from  the 
cooncil,  with  the  Dyke-graaf,*  and  the  Pensionaiy  Elias  Van 
01denbameTe1dt.t  A  violent  contention  arose  between  the 
members  of  the  classis,  on  tlie  propriety  of  permitting  the 

•  An  oOeer  whoM  dntj  it  trai  to  ntp«riat«iid  the  banks  or  djkes  of  Hot- 
land.  Bo  wtm  gonefsUy  a  pexion  of  dlstinetion,  ts  will  be  seen  htm 
tbe  Ibllowing  qootatlon  from  Sajle,  under  the  article  Huybert.  *'  The  em- 
peror CiiAmut  the  5th,  being  in  the  town  ofZoricece,  lodged  in  tbebouto 

of  Livin  Jacohsen  de  Hi  YBERT»who  was  overseer  of  the  Dykes." 

f  This  geatleman  was  the  brother  of  the  celebrated  Dutch  statesman  John 
Tan  OldenbnmeTeiUt,  usually  called  the  pensionary  or  advocate  of  Holland. 
He  was  pensionary  of  Rotterdam,  and  was  succcedid  in  that  office  by 
Grotius.  Dying  suddenly,  Winwood,  Kin^  Jamc<s' ambassador  jt  the  Hasjue, 
Icnowing  that  his  ma'.ter  interfered  in  all  the  reli^iMus  gossip  of  the  Low 
Countries,  wrnto  to  mrunn  him  of  the  event,  adding  that  he  was  a  patnni 
of  Armtnimay  and  then  piously  concludes j  —"divine  justice  has  leaden  feet, 
bat  iron  hands."— 'jBrant/l  and  Croitv. 
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dejuitics  from  the  magistracy  to  be  present  at  the  examin- 
ation; it  buiiig  oppc)>^  fl  by  the  Calvinist  party  of  the  incra- 
herSf  they  insisting,  that  ihey  ought  not  lo  hv  nllowed  to 
enter,  till  the  ezamioation  was  finished,  and  then  be  called 
in,  merely  to  receive  the  report  of  their  judgment  on  the  caae. 

In  consequence  of  this  contention,  these  gentlemen  wm 
kept  walking  ahout  the  church  for  upwards  of  two  hours, 
the  classis  fiercely  debating  the  subject  all  the  time.  Du- 
ring this  period,  the  magistrates  sent  in  messages,  at  certain 
intervals,  to  say,  that  they  were  in  watting  to  be  admitted; 
till,  at  length,  their  patience  being  exhansted,  they  sent  to 
ask  these  divines,  "  whether  they  intended  to  make  sport  of 
them,  and  treat  them  with  contempt  ? "  This  message  pro- 
duced the  desired  eflect,  and  they  were  forthwith  sufi'ered  to 
enter.  The  bigoted  part  of  the  mtnisteis  wished  to  exclude 
the  magistrates  from  the  examination  of  Episcopios,  with  the 
design  of  preventing  him  fit>m  entering  the  ministry.  The  ar- 
nuigtraents  they  had  made  for  the  accnui])lishmcnt  of  their 
purpose,  were  disgraceful;  and,  as  beiure  iiinted,  exhibit  a 
degree  of  duplicity  one  would  fain  not  record.  But  as  the  late 
Mr.  Bcott,  the  great  advocate  of  Calvinism,  and  especially 
of  the  members,  the  decrees,  and  acts,  of  the  Synod  of  Dort, 
eulogises  the  conduct  and  piety  of  the  Dutch  Calvinist  clergy, 
and  in  doing  it,  insinuates  the  most  unjust,  because  unsub- 
stantiated charges  of  immoral  conduct  in  the  Arminian  or 
Bemonstrant  ministers,*  we  deem  it  right  to  give  the  whole 
of  this  adbir,  as  it  is  stated  by  Limborch,  that  Uie  reader  may 
jiulge  for  himself  of  the  principles  and  character  of  the  men, 

•  The  passage  alluded  to,  is  to  be  found  in  Mr.  Soott't  pielhoe  to  his  trans- 
lAtioD  of  the  Articles  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,*'  in  which  he  says,  "  that  they 
were  almost  nnifersaliy  unsound,  in  wlMtare  coromunly  called  orthodox 
doctrines,  and  nuuiy  of  thorn  far  from  conscientioos  in  their  conduct.  In- 
deed, it  will  appear  undeniable,  that  the  opposition  made  to  tliem  by  the 
Contra  Remonstrants,  was  much  more  decidedly  on  these  grounds,  than  be- 
cause they  opposed  the  doctrines  of  peisonal  eiection»  and  the  final  penevei^ 
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who  were  afterwards  tbe  judges  and  condemnem  of  Episco- 
pius  and  bis  sotifbring  brethren.  It  Appears  lliut  scvci'til  of 
the  miDisters,  had  so  arranged  matters,  tliat  Episcopius 
should  not  obtain  testimonials  from  Amsterdam,  yet  in- 
tended to  demand  them,  and  on  their  non-production  to 
annul  his  call  to  Bleiswiolc   Immediatelj  on  the  entrance 

uwe  of  true  belie? en»  m  emmceled  with  it."*  In  rq»ljing  to  this  statementy 
it  would  be  necetsaiy  to  uceitain*  whether  bj  these  ortkadose  doetrinei,  the 
writer  inesiit  tboee  that  wen  held  to  be  snch  by  meet  of  tiie  divlaea  of  the 
ejnod,  or  eodi  as  are  now  defeated  modern  Calriniim.  II  the  Ifarmer, 
then  we  say  thejr  were  nnaoond,  and  so  wae  Mr.  Sootthinself  j  and  the  ^in- 
cipel  ulijcct  of  his  translation  of  the  above  work  is  to  proTe»  that  the  ^nod, 
as  a  whole,  was  sounder  than  a  portion  of  its  members,  and  to  demnrat 
such  doctrines  as  were  taught  bj  Maccorius  and  several  other  members  of 
the  synod,  being  charged  upon  modern  Calrinists.   This  may  be  seen  by  a 
note  at  page  92,  in  which  he  says,  "  there  are  a  act  of  men  in  Britain,  called 
Calvinists,  or  evangelical  preachers,  who  arc  said  to  preach  doctrines  justly 
deemed  to  be  absurd  and  pernicious,  a  charge  which  can  not  be  substanti- 
ated." But  though  this  may  be  adinitticl  a-s  true,  in  relation  to  mutlcrn  Cal- 
vinists, not  so  as  to  many  of  the  members  of  the  synod,  which  the  Remon- 
strants proved  by  quotinpf  pas.sac^es  from  their  works,  which  the  synod  were 
ashamed  of,  and  would  nut  allow  to  be  read,  some  of  winch  were  horrible  in 
the  extreme.    Of  these  we  shall  probably  give  a  speciuien  in  the  subsequent 
port  f>f  this   wnrk,  from  the   **  Df(  laratio  $i-}>friifur  !\rmi,nsfrnnii}iiny  drca 
yrtmunt  il<  jti  ilr^ttiinlmin^  ii<  rrctn  artittUum^adii^HiHium  DordraieHameahibittt, 
14  Januarii,  U>18,  atUe  tui  i  nlit-m. 

As  to  the  second  part  ol  this  statement,  which  cuutaius  a  foul  calumny, 
we  say,  that  had  the  writer  been  Hvini^,  we  shnnld  have  asked  him  to  have 

*  Wbca  Mr.  Scott  Mfs,  tbat  the  RKtaouaU&nl^  were  not  up)KM*Ml,on  account  of  their  objectioa 
to  Ike  dodrfMB  of  pcnonal  dcetfoa  and  Siial  pciMvmnoei  bsdtherdid  aotlwow,  or  mnsl 
Mm  fciiultea,  tfcat  King  3mm,  fa  tMnmltat  tlw  SirtBi,  «alfed  Anabfautho  m«sv^  AM; 

•Did  B*Ttiiis'  work  on  the  apoitacj  of  the  saints,  a  blatphemouM  6oofc,  which  tlrrinr-itions  were 
M-hcKHl  by  the  mfrnhf-rn  of  Ihf  ^ynrxl.  nnd  IhsnfillO  tb^  COSld  DOt  l>e  Ttfy  fHoOcU J  U>  tbOM  Wbo 
imbibed  tbe  teutimenta  ut  Arminitis. 

Mr.  Nkbob  sajs,  that  Jamet  declared  that  Bertina  lied  noadlj  in  aflbmfaig  tbe  posefMe 
•pestMT  oTAoMiali  to  be  the  doctrine  of  tlis  ebweh  of  Bngbnd.  BntbUiopOvwilwbelnd 
loaf  been  profeMor  of  divinity  at  Cambridge,  and  who  will  always  be  acknowledged  iSS  Ben 
comprtent  iLfolojjical  authority,  justly  obvrv<il.  "  (%  rtainly  that  notion  u(  Ihe  pmt w mnce 
e/  aU  tkmt  nko  have  once  delieied  and  tire  reytntrated,  about  wbtcit  tbrrc  is  such  caviliiog,  waa 
never  approved  by  any  of  tiie  fatiirr*,  but  rejected  by  all  antiquity  ;  and  more  tlian  aufficiently 
owihild  tf  d»e  oaywloaotof  aU  sgBOj  oad  it  iMoesly  beeoolBtod  iafhewliotttswiibeiaf 
fatiiiiliMiiil  iato  tiMdinnh  bf  Ibe  Joalouiea  arisiarbotima  ZwbigUniSBdhlslUls«Bi»«nd 
XMte>.>*— A  dayisr  itrteMat  io  aode  tf  Moebela. 
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of  tbe  deputies,  five  nlnisten  rose  to  defMirt    The  former 

adTiKiiiishcd  them  to  remain,  intimating  that  they  li;ul  some- 
thing lo  say  to  them.    Three  of  them,  however,  ijursisted  in 
withdrawing,  while  the  other  two^  standiDg  near  the  door, 
said^  "that  this  was  not  a  church  meeting,  and  that  they  had 
received  commands  fhmi  their  chniehes  to  depart  from  snch 
assemblies."    To  this  the  deputies  replied,  "  that  they  wm 
fully  aware,  that  they  considered  themselves  as  being  the 
churches,  and,  therefore,  had  taken  upon  themselves  to  ie- 
gislate  and  act  as  such."  They  then  rebuked  them  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  treated  them,  and  wished  to  know 
^if  they  were  not  ashamed  of  their  conduct,  that  after  keeping 
tliciii  standing  wiihuiii  for  two  hours,  the  moment  they  en- 
tered, they  should  rise  to  depart,  designing  thereby  to  break 
up  the  meeting,  and  thus  treat  them  with  the  utmost  dis- 
respect and  contempt?"    They  likewise  hade  them  be  on 
their  guard,  in  respect  to  the  authority  they  assumed,  assur- 
ing them,  "  that  any  attempt  to  claim  the  right  of  dicta- 
tion, wonld  not  be  endured;"  adding,  also,  "that  they  should 
deem  it  proper  to  bring  the  whole  aflair  before  the  States  of 
Holland."   Nevertheless  as  they  still  maintained,  that  the 
meeting  was  made  illegal  by  the  presence  of  the  deputies^ 
one  of  these  gentlemen  said,  ^'  that  he  was  utteriy  surprised 
at  the  refractory  conduct  of  Beierus,  who  resided  wuhin  the 
jurisdiction  of  Rotterdam,  and  therefore  subjected  himself 
to  be  punished  by  the  magistrates  of  that  place  for  his  con- 
temptuous behaviour  towards  them.**   To  this  he  replied, 

ftdAiiced,  agaiiMt  my  of  the  anfieriiig  Remoiutnnt  deigy,  pioofb  to  toppoft 
liif  cliMge  of  their  bfliiig  <'  far  fkom  oonsckntiont  in  their  condueU"*  Woio 
we  disposed  to  retort,  we  cotild  tell  at  leMt  of  ooo  of  Hhe  wmiraUt  mtmitn 
of  the  synod,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  its  sittings,  not  in  A  veiy 
suitable  condition  to  be  a  judge  in  such  an  assembly,  and  on  such  natters  as 
were  there  to  be  decided,— bnt  we  venerate  the  clezieal  ebaraeter,  and  tlieie- 
fore  forbear. 

*  We  are  aware  that  the  Cootra^ReSMMSlnuiti  charged  them  with  Immorality,  bat  this  waa 
only  done  becMiM  tlwyhad  no  otlwr ncMW  of  JoatilSriof  tbeircfiMlaad  pcnecotiag ooaM 
toward*  th^ 
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**  that  he  believed,  in  sncb  circumstaaces,  it  was  his  duty  to 
suffer  for  Christ;"  when  the  pensiooary  keenly  retofted, 
**  Yes  indeed, — bo  then  if  yon  axe  pitniahed  for  contumacy 
and  disobedience^  Christ  is  to  bear  the  Uame  of  it !  but  you, 
gentlemen,  are  too  much  in  the  practice  of  throwiug  the 
blame  of  all  your  bad  deeds  upon  God.  I  would  have  you 
to  understaud,  that  as  Christ  has  no  part  in  such  conduct, 
so  he  ought  not  to  be  blamed  for  your  bad  proceedings." 
Scarcely  had  these  words  been  uttered,  when  the  two  per- 
sons standing  near  the  door  rushed  out  of  the  place. 

The  five  ministers  having  thus  departed,  Episcopius,  alter 
some  deUberation,  was  called  iu,  when,  certain  charges 
were  alleged  against  him  through  the  president.  Amongst 
others,  it  was  stated,  that  Fkncius  had  written  to  Acro- 
mus,  saying,  that  when  Episcopius  was  examined  before 
the  curators  of  his  college,  he  was  found  to  be  unsound  in 
doctrine ;  and,  moreover,  that  he  had  been  known  to  defend 
the  sentiments  of  Vorstius,^  on  the  subject  of  God's  infinity; 
and,  secondly,  that  ho  had  produced  no  testimonials  from 
Amsterdam."  In  reply  to  these  charges,  he  said,  that  cer- 
tainly about  six  years  since,  which  was  some  time  before  he 
had  obtained  the  degree  of  Masters  of  Arts,  he  had  had 

•  Tins  man  \^ho  was  a  native  ul  Cologne,  and  dislioBrwished  for  extraordi- 
nury  taU-nts  and  kiiiiimg,  was,  nevertheless,  very  singular  and  wayward  in 
hi*  mudcs  of  thinking.    The  opinions  alluded  to  had  been  previously  bfOtiCli- 
ed  bj  hinit  and  were  mbscquently  published  in  his  work  entitled,  **  Z>e  Ar«, 
mmdeeem  StfuMioma  de  naimn  §t  €ttriM»  Dei,**  which  containi  mach 
oljMtioBabte  matter.  Bayle,  though  a  CalTiniit,  admita  that  it  would  have 
been  tolerated^  had  he  not  left  the  ranks  of  Calvinism,  and  gone  om  to  Ar- 
minianism.   Here  was  the  front  of  his  offence,  as  is  clear  ftom  the  sentence 
passed  npon  him  hy  the  Synod  of  Dort,  which  wss  svg|ested  by  James*  with 
whose  wishes  and  whims  the  laveiend  Synod  was  pleased  to  oomplj,  making 
nss^also,  of  his  name  in  it  in  acoropiiBientefy  manner,  which  in  one  part  of 
it  nins  thns,— ^*That  the  said  Coniad  Yoistins,  besides  deftndingtbo  enomof 
the  Remonstrants,  rejected  by  the  synod,  doth  in  his  latter  writings,  especially 
in  his  treatise  entitled;  ^  God  and  kit  aUrihtOet,  make  bold  with  the  articles 
of  the  lefonaed  lehgion,  which  have^  as  well  by  the  most  high  and  nughly 
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gome  conversation  with  Plancius,  while  he  was  a  school- 
master, upon  various  subjects,  and  aiDongst  others,  they  do- 
bated  on  the  subject  of  the  influence  of  the  body  on  the 
mind,  and  as  he  had  not  then  begun  to  study  theology,  he 
presented  his  argnments  as  a  student  of  philosophy,  and 
that  he  afterwards  learned,  that  Flancins  had  deduced  from 
them  unfavourable  inferences ;  but  that  since  the  above 
conversation,  he  had  never  spoken  upon  the  subject,  cither 
with  him  or  any  other  person.**    To  the  second  allegation, 

king  of  Great  Britain,*  as  by  divines,  been  established  as  orthodox  doctrinet." 
--'The  Judgment  of  the  Synod  holdenat  Lhrty  conccrnlntj  the  Fire  ArtideSf  at 
also  their  tentence  touching  Conradm  Vorsfim,  Eiif/lisfud  out  of  ihf  Latin  copy, 
printed  }f>\9,  by  John  Bill.  A  particular  account  of  this  man,  whose  writ- 
ings created  at  the  tinu  so  miicli  excitement,  maj  be  found  in  Bajle,  and  in 
Nidiob'  Life  of  Ann  mi  us. 

James,  who  asbt  fDrr  intimated,  whs  raucli  interested  in  the  relig^ious  squab- 
bles of  the  Dutch  diviiRS,  was.  pleased  iii.  biing  eonsidtitd  an  eminent  theo- 
logian i  and  Abbot,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  was  a  bigoted  Calvixust, 
and  llie  prineipal  agent  hi  the  appointflMiit  of  Ike  synod  Bort, 

took  •dvmntogs^  the  wmIc  fldairf  hit  nailer,  and  vx^tdliim  on  in  bit  pola^ 
ical  career*  little  did  thlsmotttvclL  tliiak,  that  by  fostering  tLe  spirit  of  per* 
Mention  in  these  dirines  against  the  Rcmonstnats,  and  thdr  opposition  to 
the  then  existing  gotemment  of  the  States,  tiiat  he  was  cherishing  a  spirit 
which  at  the  Synod  oTDort  led  several  of  the  meniben,f  if  not  to  dleCaSe,7et 
to  eoncnr  in  the  murder  of  Bameveldt,  under  the  dhaige  of  his  being  "  a  die* 
tnrber  of  religiea,**  that  i%  an  opposer  of  CaiTinisoi,  and  in  En^nd,  subse- 
quently led  to  the  H^w^^^g  of  his  own  son  Cliarles»  f  orthe  same  crime. 

*  To  procure  the  oondcmiuitiun  of  Vor»tiiu,  Le  Vouor  says,  the  aiul»ssador  of  King  James 
hai  aMqr  intrignn  witli  the  OwniriifiL  One  woald  have  ttmigbt  the  bwiaoi  la  baaA  bail 
been  a  mattnr  at  gfMtt  lupdttuoe  to  Us  matai*!  orowB.  But  tJH  Qie  nutta  wv  to  kaorw 

whethrr  Yor»tiu!<  hIiotiIi!  he  e\clni1<  <)  frotm  tli<*  tinlvertity,  or,  at  most,  to  oonsnlt  whetberthsftffe 
artirlt  sof  tlic  AriiiinKin.H  w<  rc  lutuhuiu'iital  doc  triues  of  the  reform«'ilchim  h.    p  10. 

"  The  lHx>ks  of  Uiis  (irvfrstior,"  says  tbe  above  writer,  "  were  preseaU-U  tu  bis  majesty  at  such  a 
timeaabc  wasdiTeitinf  hluMir  tnhtmtiqgi  and,  after  pcnuingtboa  IcM  than  an  hoar,  bateot 
a  despatch  to  his  aabaasadof  Of  ttoUaiid,  wilk  opnss  Mfdccf  to  dadaM  to  Uwa,  (Ibe  States,)  la 
his  niiiDf,  that  if  they  suffrrrd  snrh  a  dangeroas  fellow  at  Leyden,  he  wovild  publish  a  manifesto  to 
let  tiuB  world  undrrstand  ihr  aversion  hp  hod  affainft  anthon  who  disperaH  sucfi  like  heresies, 
and  agftioAt  those  who  periuilU-a  ihtm  ta  be  publicly  taught  in  their  anireraities.  This  meoaoe  of 
Us  Britsaaie  m^esty  waa  Trry  peremptory  and  daiinf,  BerffHwlMS  tbt  anbaeMdor  puaotually 
executedwbstUi  flMMtorcoMnandedhim.  TbesMes  (paanl  iNnsanewliat  soprisea 
thr  kinij  should  inUTfere  in  a  mntter  purely  domestfe."  p.  US. 

t  AtiutbecaMofDcodatuaaDdoUim,  wImns  wtsluUbaTeMeasiin  to  toCBtioBbacRfler. 
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he  answered,  that  in  travelling  with  a  certain  student, 
he  had  adverted  to  the  affairs  of  .Vorstius,  in  the  way  of  re* 
peaiing  some  leporU  which  weie  in  ctrculatioii  concennng 
him^  accompanied,  it  is  tnte^  with  a  statement  of  the  mode 
in  which  that  professor  explained  his  sentiments ;  bat  more 
than  this,  he  had  not  said,  much  less  advanced  any  thing  in 
the  way  of  defending  his  opinions :  and  that  what  he  had 
said  on  that  occasion  was  stated  in  haste,  as  he  did  not  con- 
verse with  this  student  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour*" 

On  the  subject  of  his  not  obtaining  testimonials  from  Am- 
sterdam, he  briefly  gave  an  account  of  the  measures  he  had 
adopted  to  prucure  them,  and  then  read  a  letter  from  his 
brother  Jan  Egbert  Bisschop,  which  related  to  the  above 
business,  which  was  to  the  following  effect: — ''That  after  his 
departure  he  had  frequenUj  applied  for  testimonials  for  him, 
and  the  answer  he  received  was  that  his  brother  EpiscopiiWy 
when  he  returned  from  Franeker,  had  of  his  own  accord, 
and  without  showing  his  leslimonials  fruiu  the  church  of 
Franeker,  presented  himself  twice  at  the  Lord's  table  at 
Amsterdam^  and  that  he  must»  therefore^  be  conndered,  not 
as  a  member  of  the  church  of  Amsterdam,  but  of  Franeker. 
Besides,  he  did  not  in  the  first  instance  request  of  them 
more  than  lliat  they  should  return  those  he  had  presented 
to  them  given  to  hitn  at  Franeker,  which  they  had  already 
done,  and  having  thus  complied  with  his  original  request,  they 
considered^  that  the  consistoiy  had  done  all  that  could  be 
reasonably  expected  from  them.  As  however,  he  continued 
to  urge  his  request,  saying,  ihat  his  brother,  on  his  re- 
turn from  Franeker,  had  most  willingly  shown  his  testimo- 
nials from  that  place  to  the  consistory,  when  they  were 
demanded,  so  there  ought  to  be  equal  readiness  on  their 
part  to  present  him  with  testimonials^  as  being  the  last 
•  place  where  he  resided.'*  .Tacobus  Rohmdus  replied,  "brother 
Jan  Egl^Tt  Bisschop,  we  do  not  say  that  we  would  not 
give  your  brother  testimonials^  but,  as  he  came  from  Franeker, 
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and  (lid  not  immediately  produce  those  he  received  there, 
aud  after  lie  had  produced  theiu,  did  not  wait  for  the  permis- 
sion of  tlie  con&isloiy  to  appear  at  the  Lord's  table,  but  went 
there  of  his  own  accord;  therefore  the  brethren  of  the  con- 
BisUny,  do  not  think  themselves  bound  to  present  him  with 
testimonials.'*  He  then  asked  them,  if  they  considered  this 
act  so  criminal  as  to  authorize  them  in  excluding  him  from 
church  membership,  cuid  treating  bim  for  the  future  as  a  per- 
son unworthy  of  being  received  in  snch  a  capacity.''  This 
howerer^  they  would  not  openly  avow,  and  Jacobus  Rolan- 
dns  said,  be  is  a  member  of  the  church  of  Franeher,  the 
pioul  ul  u  Inch  he  holds  in  his  hand,  having  testimonials  as 
such,  but  as  he  did  not  at  first  show  them  to  us,  we  cannot 
acknowledge  him  as  belonging  to  this  church,  and  conse- 
quently must  refuse  to  give  him  testimonials  as  being  a  mem- 
ber of  it  Jan  Bisschop  further  stated,  that  he  endeavoured 
by  various  arguments  to  persuade  them  to  alter  their  deci- 
sion ;  v<  I  ni  this  he  cuiild  not  succeed,  and  therefore  con- 
cluded bis  letter  with  the  following  statement  "  Such  is  the 
answer  of  the  consistory,  and  it  is  evident  they  have  resolved 
not  to  furnish  you  with  testimonials;  you  must,  therefore, 
make  the  best  use  you  can  of  those  you  already  possess." 

Episcopius  having  thus  replied  to  the  allegations  brought 
against  him,  he  retired,  when  all  the  members  of  the  clasjiis 
unanimously  admitted,  that  he  had  satisfactorily  met  them, 
and  fully  cleared  himself  from  all  imputations  of  guilt  im* 
pUed  in  them.  It  was  then  asked,  if  they  should  not  im- 
mediately  proceed  with  the  examination?*'  The  deputies 
from  the  synod  replied,  "that  most  as&uiedly  they  should 
not  continue  dtudng  tlie  examination,  as  it  appeared  to  them, 
that  an  appointment  to  the  ministiy  was  about  to  be  effected 
in  an  illegal  manner,  under  the  authority  of  the  magistrates, 
and  that,  too  without  the  full  consent  of  the  clasns,  in  aa 
much  as  several  of  the  members  had  departed  prot<  sting 
against  these  proceedings^  and  appealed  to  another  tribunal; 
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and  therefore  they  thought  the  business  should  be  deferred 
until  a  synod  be  called,  and  their  appeal  heard."  After 

much  debating  on  the  subject,  the  deputies  from  the  synod 
called  for  a  certain  statute  relating  to  ecclesiastical  affairs, 
which  was  iiishmtly  produced  by  the  gentlemen  of  Rotter- 
daniy  but  when  it  was  examined,  it  was  found  not  to  contain 
the  points  relating  to  the  business^  as  bad  been  supposed 
by  the  deputies.  The  question  was  then  again  proposed, 
''shall  we  proceed  with  the  exatuiuaLiou? "  When  tlie 
deputies  of  the  synod  said,  that  they  must  decline  being 
present  at  the  examination,  because  £piscopius  had  not 
produced  testimonials  from  Amsterdam;  and,  therefore, 
they  judged  that  he  was  very  much  suspected,  in  as  much  as 
the  consistor}'  o(  that  church  would  certainly  not  hare  with- 
held them,  without  some  special  reason/^  To  which  the 
gentlemen  replied,  "you  have  already  heard  their  reasons 
Ibr  not  giving  him  testimonials,  and  why  should  you  persist 
in  demanding  lhat  which  you  know  he  cannot  possibly  ob- 
tain — the  pensionai  y  adding,  "  we  are  not  certain,  that  you 
have  not  thus  arranged  it  with  those  of  Amsterdam,  seeing 
there  was  no  other  way  by  which  you  might  disannul  the 
appointment;**  and  this,  he  said,  he  was  the  more  inclined 
to  believe  to  be  the  case,  from  certain  circumstances 
which  had  transpired  there,  and  which  he  related  in  con- 
firmatiou  of  his  opinion.  He  further  remaiked,  "  the  clergy 
of  that  city  have  behaved  towards  us  in  this  business  in  a 
most  dishonourable  and  disingenuous  manner,  in  not  stating 
frankly  to  us  their  objections,  if  they  have  any,  to  Episcopius 
being  appointed  to  the  miinstrv,  the  more  especially  as  they 
have  been  apprized,  for  some  time,  of  the  call  he  has  receiv- 
ed." To  which  Becius,  one  of  the  deputies,  replied,  that 
such  a  mode  of  proceeding  was  not  usual  in  the  church.** 
The  pensionary  then  asked,  ^  whether  it  was  consistent  with, 
the  usages  of  the  church,  that  Plancius  should  send  in 
writing  certain  remarks  he  had  heard  Episcopius  make  about 
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rix  ye$n  ago,  on  a  subject,  which  he  had  Dever  named  to 
him  since?  and  that  because,  he  had  once,  while  travelling 

in  a  pulilic  conveyance,  introduced  and  spoke  of  the  affairs 
of  Vorstins  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  that  these  circumstances 
should  be  brought  forward  now  in  the  form  of  a  charge  against 
him  ?  and  he  put  it  to  them  to  sa^,  whether  the  man  who 
could  introduce  these  matters  as  an  occasimi  of  accusation 
against  him,  would  not  have  produced  other  charges  of  a 
more  serious  nature,  had  he  been  capable  of  substantiating^ 
them?'^    Becius  said,  *^that  thej  had  heard  the  brethren 
who  had  withdrawn,  say,  that  they  had  several  things  to 
allege  sgunst  him.**  The  pennonary  then  said,  ^^if  ao,  they 
are  to  be  considered  as  being  unfaithful  to  their  trust,  in 
departing,  when  sucli  raatters  were  to  be  examined,  or 
they  were  afraid  that  the  gentlemen  present  should  hear 
them,  from  a  consciousness,  that  they  hare  no  better 
foundation,  than  those  already  brought  against  him.**  One 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  lay  deputation,  then  arose  under 
strong  excitement,  and  said,  "it  is  evident,  that  there  is  an 
onderstauding  between  the  deputies  and  the  ministers  who 
have  departed,  that  they  should  throw  obstacles  in  the  way, 
in  Older  to  prevent  our  accomplishing  the  bnaiiiesa,  for 
which  we  are  assembled.    But  such  conduct  is  against 
all  order,  and  no  assembly  ought  to  .sutler  it.     In  the  pre- 
sent case,  each  had  the  right  of  voting,  but  the  decision  of 
the-  meeting  must  be  governed  by  the  majority ;  and  for 
Ihoeewho  apprehended  they  might  be  left  in  the  minority, 
to  quit  the  meeting  under  mortified  feelings,  with  the  design 
to  frustrate  its  proceedings,  was  not  to  be  borne.    Let  each , 
therefore,  consider  that  he  is  bound  to  submit  to  tlie  major* 
ity ;  and  those  who  may  fafe  in  the  minorily  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied, that  they  had  given  their  votes  according  to  flie  dictates 
<>f  their  conscience:  and  if  any  person,  while  the  business  is 
being  conducted,  thinks  tliat  the  meeting  is  acting  illegally, 
let  him  frank^  say  so,  and  not  depart  to  indulge  in 
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trngenenms  and  iinfoimded  siupicioiifl  Against  the  measam 
and  menbm  of  tlie  meeting.** 

After  ilicse  remarks,  the  question  was  again  asked, 
whether  they  should  proceed  with  the  examiuation.  Some 
<tf  the  ndnistois  said*  Uief  thought  that  the  depntiea  from  the 
ijnod  ahonld  fitst  be  cansolted,  and  their  sanction  obtained. 
GreTinehoTtos  said,  "  by  no  means^  in  as  much  as  on  the 
exarainaiioii  they  had  no  right  of  voting,  and  were  only 
present  on  behalf  of  the  synod^  as  witnesses  of  the  proceed- 
ingSy  to  lend  their  assistance  if  required,  and  see  that 
thing  was  done  accofding  to  the  usages  of  the  chuioh;  that, 
during  the  examination,  they  might  propose  any  question 
they  thought  piojier,  and  interpose  by  their  authority,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  altercation  that  might  ensue." 

It  was  once  more  proposed,  that  they  should  proceed  with 
the  bosinessy  if  the  deputies  from  the  synod  would  stay ;  but 
they  dectared  that  they  were  unwilling  to  remain,  for  the 
reason  already  assigned ; — namely,  "  that  he  who  was  de- 
signed to  sustain  the  office  of  the  ministry,  ought  to  have 
good  report  from  those  within  the  church,  as  well  as  from 
those  withont**  This  statement' gave  rise  to  a  repetition  of 
the  former  disputes, — the  pensionary  saying, — "  that  Epis- 
copius  had  produced  his  testiniouials,  i'vom  [hv.  place  where 
he  had  long  resided,  and  no  one  here  had  dared  to  question 
the  validity  of  that  document; — ^moreover,  his  character 
stood  unimpeachahls^  and  if  any  person  was  duq^KNied  to  rob 
lam  of  his  good  name,  it  at  least  behoyed  that  individual  to 
shew  reasons  for  his  conduct.  Would  it  not  be  deemed  an 
act  of  injustice,  for  a  person  to  take  away  your  cloak,  and 
say  he  would  not  return  it,  unless  you  could  formally  prove 
it  to  be  yours  ?  Would  yon  not  say  to  him.  Friend,  I  hon- 
ourably acquire  (!  it,  and  have  had  it  for  along  time,  and 
therefore  it  is  mine.  Such  a  defence  you  would  think  sufli- 
eient  to  prove  it  to  be  yours,  to  every  reasonable  and  unpre- 
judiced mind.   In  the  same  way  we  ought  to  judge  and  act 
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on  this  occasion."  One  of  the  ministers  instantly  replied, — 
"  Such  a  mode  of  judging  may  be  right,  according  to  your  opt- 
nion,**  to  which  the  pensionary  retorted,    Fray  haye  you  a 

belter?  if  so,  name  it."  He  said,  "he  must  bring  testimonials  of 
the  soundness  of  his  faith,  and  the  correctness  of  his  conduct, 
especially  from  Amsterdam,  as  being  their  alummu,  and 
conseqaently  the  church  there  must  have  had  their  eye  cow- 
stantly  upon  him.  He  ought  also  to  produce  them  from  the 
professors  of  Leyden  and  I  raiicker  ;  lor  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, that  these  are  persons  not  of  the  least  importance  in 
the  church.**  To  this  several  of  the  ministers  replied,  "thai 
certainly  they  had  never  produced  testimonials  from  the  pro- 
fessors, neither  indeed  were  they  ever  required  of  them.* 

It  was  then  said  to  the  deputies  from  the  synod,  "Gen- 
tlemen, do  openly  and  honestly  say,  what  it  is  that  you  can, 
or  that  you  think  that  these  professors  can  allege  against  him.** 
But  instead  of  doing  this,  they  referred  them  to  the  minis- 
ters  who  had  left  the  meeting.  One  of  the  magistrates 
then  remarked,  "  \  uu  perliuaciuusly  insist  upon  his  pro- 
ducing testimonials  from  Amsterdam,  and  I  verily  believe 
that  you,  in  connection  with  the  minister  Smout,  who  has 
long  been  a  resident  there,  have  so  aimnged  it,  that 
he  shall  not  obtain  them,  and  then  make  the  non-pro- 
duction of  them,  the  reason  for  annulling  his  call,  and  pre- 
venting him  from  entering  the  ministry.  Pray,  do  you  tliiuk 
such  conduct  as  this  to  be  Christian  ?**  To  this  Beciiis  incau- 
tiously replied, — "  that  if  Smout  was  not  at  Amsterdam,  still 
he  would  not  be  able  to  procure  them.**  **  Oh !  indeed,**  ex- 
claimed one  of  the  gentlemen,  "  so  then,  you  thus  avow  your 
plots  and  deceitful  actings  in  the  business."  This  decla- 
ration fired  the  deputies,  and  they  rose  to  depart.  The 
magistrates,  however,  counselled  them  to  stay,  in  order  that 
they  might  report  the  transactions  of  the' meeting  to  the 
gynod,  lest  they  should  be  charged  with  the  neglect  of  their 
duty ;  assuiing  them,  at  the  same  time,  tiiai  the  whole  busi- 
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iiess  should  be  brought  before  their  High  Mighuuesseii  the 
Statesy  who  would  be  coDvinced  by  the  report  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, of  the  contrirance  of  a  plan,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  disregard  the  authority  of  the  gOTemment,  and  treat 
with  contempt  the  office  of  the  map^strates.  The  president 
of  the  meeting  also  urged  them  to  continue,  declaring  that 
every  obstacle  to  the  fullest  investigation  should  be  removed; 
and  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  propose  to  Episcopinsy 
any  questions  they  might  think  proper.  Let  us,**  said  he, 
"closely  and  rigidly  examine  him."  15ut  no;  all  entreaties 
were  in  vain,  and  they  instantly  left  the  meetiug,  which  was 
about  one  o'clock  in  the  day. 

After  the  departure  of  the  deputies  of  the  synod,  the  pre- 
sident, at  the  direction  of  the  magistrates,  asked  the  ministers 
present,  whether  they  should  proceed  with  the  examination. 
The  greater  part  of  them  replied,  Certainly,*'  addnig, 
however,  "that  the  examination  ought  to  be  conducted 
in  the  most  scrupulous  and  rigid  manner,  in  order  that  they 
might,  hereafter,  be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  it** 
One  of  them,  it  is  true,  named  Adrianns  Simonis,  said  that 
lie  was  unwilling  to  be  present  on  the  occasion,  unless  the 
deputies  would  give  their  consent  to  it,  or  at  least,  say  whether 
they  wished  the  examination  to  be  deferred  to  another  meetp 
ing.  To  which  some  of  the  gentlemen,  as  well  as  the  minis- 
ters replied,  "  that  they  could  not  cherish  any  hope,  that 
those  persons  who,  notwithstanding  the  entreaties,  expos- 
tulations, and  commands  that  had  been  made  use  of  to  induce 
them  to  stay,  had  nevertheless  persisted  in  departing,  would 
be  willing,  at  any  future  time,  to  «iter  on  the  husiness.  Be- 
sides, it  did  a])pi  ar,  that  there  was  an  aiiangcinent  between 
them,  and  the  ministers  of  Amsterdam,  that  by  preventing 
Epiffcopius  from  obtaining  testimonials  from  thence,  or  by 
throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  his  justifying  himself,  al- 
though he  was  greatly  demrous  of  it,  much  time  would  be 
lost,  and  in  this  way  they  would  obtain  their  object,  by  the 
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church  at  lUeiswick  being  left  without  a  minister,  and  liaaily 
reudcr  it  necessary  to  appoint  another  to  the  vacant  pulpit 
A  Taiie^  of  opimoiM  were  then  adTBDced,  as  to  the  most 
suitable  measufes  to  be  adopted^  it  being  admitted  by  all, 
that  they  ought  to  aet  with  that  prudence  in  raeb  circom- 
stances,  as  became  Christians,  that  the?  might  be  able  to 
answer  to  their  consciences  in  the  afi'air,  with  satisiaction 
both  before  GK>d  and  nan*   It  was  at  length  reaolredy  that 
two  of  the  meethig  should  be  sent  to  the  hotel,  where  the 
deputies  of  the  synod  were  staying,  who  €bey  learned  had 
been  joined  by  Festus  Hommius,  as  he  was  travelling  from 
Ijeyden,  with  a  proposition  from  the  magistrates  and  classic 
to  the  following  effect:    That  the  examination  of  Episcopios 
should  be  postponed  for  fourteen  days,  if  they  would  promise 
at  the  lapse  of  that  period,  to  be  present  on  the  oceanon ; 
and  that  in  the  mean  time,  the  consistory  of  Amsterdam 
should  be  written  to,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  they  iiad  to 
allege  against  him ;  informing  them,  also,  that  his  exam- 
ination was  delayed  firarteen  days,  in  consequence  of 
some  persons  objecting  to  be  present  and  assist  at  it,  from 
his  not  having  brought  tebtiinonials  from  thcra."    If  the 
deputies  agreed  to  this  proposition,  then  Uio  examination 
should  accordingly  be  deferred ;  but  if  not,  they  should  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  it  The  persons  deputed  to  cany  the 
proposition  to  the  aboTe  gentlemen,  were  the  mimsters  Peter 
Cupus,  and  bauiuel  Langsberguu.    These  gentlemen  found 
that  the  deputies  firom  the  synod  did  not  appear  disinclined 
to  concur  with  the  proposal,  on  condition  of  its  being  signed 
by  all  the  members  of  Uie  dassis,  and  receiving  the  sanctioH 
of  the  ministers  who  had  left  the  meeting,  which  they  said, 
Jiowever,  was  not  very  likely.    The  minister  Langsbergen, 
nevertheless,  deemed  it  worth  a  trial,  and  while  Cupus  was 
to  return  and  report  to  the  magistrates,  he  went  in  search  of 
the  fire  clergymen,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with 
two  of  them,  to  whom  he  stated  the  proposal,  and  received 
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the  following  answer  fh>tn  ibem:  '*Thatt1i^  would  not 

consent  to  take  any  part  in  the  business,  uuless  tlic  cla&sis 
were  first  removed  from  Rotterdam,  and  that  then,  if  any 
other  persons  were  allowed  to  be  present  during  the  exami- 
nation, there  should  only  be  two  from  the  magistrates,  and 
these  well  known  for  their  attachment  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
reformed  cUuk  h."  This  stateracnt  was  heard  with  strong 
marks  of  disapprobation  and  disgust  by  the  whole  of  the 
magistrates,  who  replied, — What!  do  they  indeed  presume 
to  tahe  awaj  the  rights  of  our  cities,  by  proposing  to  remove 
ihe  classis  firom  Rotterdam  to  some  other  place,  and  dare  at 
the  same  time  to  dictate  to  us  and  say  who  shall  be  present, 
and  who  shall  not?  Pray,  where  or  when  did  they  acqture  this 
right  to  dictate  and  legislate  ?  Do  they  think  of  introducing 
and  exercising  a  new  popedom  amongst  us?  No^  indeed! 
it  has  already  cost  us  too  much  blood,  to  get  rid  of  the  old 
one,  to  sutTer  the  establishment  of  a  new  one.***    "  Gentle- 

•  These  gentlemen,  on  certain  occasions,  carried  tlmifT'?  witli  ratlicr  a 
high  hand,  as  the  following  circumstance  will  prove.  Hubert  Duifhois, 
[Do}^hott.si\]  a  persutt  of  respectable  family,  and  formerly  a  prieat  of  the 
cliurcli  of  Rome,  emhraccd  the  d.  c  (  1 1  ues  of  the  reformation,  so  early  as  1578. 
He  wu<>  a  luan  siugularly  .uiuubic  aiul  placid  in  his  temper.*  His  ])iety  was 
of  the  highest  order,  aiul  t)u  had  tlie  art  of  conciliating  people  of  all  clasaes 
and  religious  opuimns,  save  those  of  the  clergy,  who  were  iht  advocates  of 
absolute  predestinatioa  and  j>ersecution.  He  luaiutaincd  that  one  brother 
had  no  more  authority  over  another,  than  to  admonish  and  rcprore  him  in 
lore.  He  would  not  allow  persecution  against  papists  theoiselV0t»  KoA  tsid 
to  the  magistrates  of  Utrecht,  \f  you  per§eewkmm  ms  tieemaU  ^  Quir  faith, 
GolwSSlmmr  prosper  your  affaira/*  Ontlie  ral^jccl  of  predeftinfttion,  he 
could  not  extend  hit  notioss  so  ftur  aa  eone  of  the  rfformedi  he  tbexefore 
■poke  little  on  that  bend,  but  cbkfly  oo  original  ain,  and  joitificmtion  by  im- 
paled righteovsDeta  He  wm  conildeied,  by  the  rigid  patrow  of  CelTJnian» 
M  mould,  aiul  •  IntitadlnariMt,  tot  hie  lorbcsnuiee  and  charity  towards 

■  If  Ihr  portrait  given  ofbiin  io  tfav  Dutch  copy  of  Bmndt,  and  the  lines  placxnl  at  the  font  of  it, 
br  a  taitbful  raprescnlolion  of  him,  lie  imi«.t  havr  b«^ii  a  mo5f  nmiahlr,  plarM  hi-ing :  »r.>K  li 
sweetnrM  in  «  couotenaaoe  wc  have  »carcely  ever  twn.  He  was  bom  ib«  day  befijre  £nuinus« 

b  slaM  In  IheM  aed  a  is  nataM  «r  Uoh  that  if  aat  tqiial  ia  iMraing, )  et  Iw  was  a^ 
In  andaUceessMd  pMf  to  Ibal  fnatsMtf. 
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rneoy**  said  the  pennonarjr,  "  is  it  necessary  that  we  should 
delay  this  business  any  longer  ?  We  distincUy  understand 
what  they  intend.  It  appears,  it  was  not  enough  that  they 
should  keep  ns  waiting  without  for  two  hours,  ljut  they  must 
now  take  upon  themselves  to  say,  how  many  persons,  and 
who  may  be  present,  in  order,  forsooth,  that  nothing  may  be 
done,  but  in  accordance  with  their  ?iews.^  . 

Upon  this  statement,  the  whole  of  the  magistrates  resolved 
on  proeeedin^^  adding,  "  we  shall  then  sec  who  will  dare  to 
question  the  legality  of  the  meeLiug."  The  miuisters,  also, 
concurred  in  this  decision,  and  even  those,  who  had  till  this 
period  shewed  some  opposition,  now  declared,  that  they  were 
fully  satisfied  in  their  consciences,  that  every  thing  had  been 
done,  which  could  or  ought  to  be  done.  Episcopius  ilien 
delivered  a  lecture  before  the  classis,  on  Philippians  ii.  12, 
13, — Work  out  your  own  Mlmtion  with  fear  and  irem* 

those  denominated  heretics  j  and  w  heu  summoned  bcfurc  the  cotisi&tory, 
whOM  sntlMri^  lie  would  not  own,  he  was  asked,  if  he  had  read  Ueza's 
tnet  OB  the  power  of  the  magittnUet  to  pnnUh  beieej  wHh  death  ?  Upon 
which,"  sajs  Bitadt,  **  he  tnifit Into  Aeee eKpreeriom,  */« tlkatfMir «m«ii. 
ing  f  Jltm  Irt  net  eiy  eovi  ailvr  tiif«  j/om  CMMcilt,  twillUr  i  dMretoikwr 
tmy  etmmtmktUim  wUk  «ikA  people,* He  tlMMlbre  left  them;  and  the 
people  and  magistrates  proteeted  liiai  againit  all  tlio  fniiooa  attempts  made 
to  Injure  liim,*forsiieb  tliej  were^— of  thoee  wiweaUed  themselvee  orthodox. 
He  pieadied,  say  the  historians  of  that  day»  witii  gnat  seal  and  Ibrvoor,  and 
with  a  moving  doqnence.  In  the  year  IMO,  the  ptinoe  of  Orange^  p^iag  a 
vMt  to  Utieditt  gave  orders  on  die  Sunday,  that  a  place  shooM  be  provided 
for  him  in  one  of  the  chardie%  where  was  the  beet  preanbiag*  He  was  ae^ 
eordingly  eondocted  to  liear  Dovehonse.  He  was  very  mneh  pleased  with 
the  semon,  and  deeiaied  that  Ae And  iiMvrAeanfaMer.  This  was  toomndi 
for  the  high  Calvinisis  to  bsar,and  the  ministeit  of  the  eonsistoiy  flmnaily 
waited  upon  his  big^mcss,  and  eomplained  that  he  had  by  his  pressnee  at 
Doveboose's  church  approved  of  the  doctrines  of  thb  minister,  who  was  not 
orthodox.  The  prince  knew  well  how  to  play  his  part  with  these  self-eompla 
cent  bigots,  and  told  them  that  ihtmgh  tken  woM  nothiinj  ht  the  senmm  tkmt 
ditpieated  hiut,  hv  would,  however,  go  to  one  of  their  churches^  en  the  next 
occasion  of  liin  being  in  town ;  and  then  cxhuriiag  tliem  to  pease  and  unity, 
he  dismissed  them.   Brandt,  vol  i.  G'rtairflAefpe. 
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jin  it  IS  God  that  worketh  in  you  to  will  and  to  do  of 
his  oiim  good  pleasure. 

As  the  eTeniog  appioached,  the  farther  examinatton  was 
deferred  till  the  next  day,  when  Epucopins  having  given  the 
most  perfect  satisfaction  to  all  present,  it  was  iiimniiiiously 
rciyulvcd,  tliat  he  should  be  appointed  to  the  cliurch  at  Bleis- 
wick,  and  he  was  accordingly  confirmed  in  the  call,  and  in- 
ducted into  the  office  of  the  ministry  three  weeks  after.  The 
five  clergymen  who  had  left  the  meeting,  finding  that  all 
their  efforts  to  prevent  his  being  sl  i  apart  to  ihc  ministry 
were  unavailing,  endeavoured  to  disturb  his  uuiun  and  hap- 
piness with  tliis  chnrch,  by  sending  a  protest  to  the  consis- 
tory of  Bleiswick  sgainst  his  appointment,  asserting  its  ille- 
gality, but  more  especially  warning  them  against  his  doctrines. 
The  people  shewed  tliis  letter  to  the  magistrates  of  Rotter- 
danj,  wlio  satis^ed  tlieni  by  promising  to  shield  them  from 
all  consequences,  to  which  they  might  be  subject  in  confir- 
ming the  appointment  Thus  was  Episcopius,  after  haVbig 
been  introduced  to  this  church  three  times,  set  apart  to  be 
ilitir  pastor  on  the  seveulK^nth  of  October,  in  the  presence 
of  several  deputies  from  tlie  magistracy  of  liotterdam.  He 
Gommeneed  his  regolar  ministry  among  them  the  following 
Sunday,  when  he  preached  from  Epbesians  i.  22,;  and  on 
the  third  of  the  following  January,  he  was  admitted  as  a 
member  of  the  classis.  Hut  iiiaiuU  informs  us,  that  the  hos- 
tility and  bigotry  of  some  of  the  protesting  ministers  dxd  not 
cease,  and  one  of  them,  named  Acronius,  who  is  supposed 
to  have  entered  into  an  engagement  with  Peter  Flancius^  a 
minister  of  Amsterdam,  to  prevent  Episcopius  from  obtaining 
testimonials,  not  only  sejiaiaLed  liimself  from  the  classis,  on 
his  admission,  but  iniiuenced  others  to  imitate  his  conduct ; 
and  in  this  way,  not  only  declared  that  he  was  not  to  be 
'  acknowledged  as  a  brother  minister,  but  also  produced  a  com- 
plete rent  and  schism  in  the  church  amongst  the  clergy. 
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£pi8Conu8  had  not  long  entered  upon  his  public  duties 
as  a  miiuster,  when  his  exliaoidinaiy  talents  as  a  pveacheTy 
began  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  sur- 
rounding citirs ;  and  thus,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  madt* 
to  him  by  the  bigoted  Calvinistic  clergy,  he  was  acquiring  a 
degree  of  fiune^  that  made  him  still  more  the  object  of  their 
dtdike ;  beosxise  they  were  aware,  that  the  fears  they  had 
entertained  of  his  talents  and  learning  giving  additional 
weight  to  the  Anniniaii  cause,  would  be  realized.  The 
reader  will  recollect  the  measures  adopted  by  the  magis- 
trates .and  consistory  of  Alkmaar,  to  obtain  his  appointment 
amongst  thenu  We  shall  hereafter  have  to  notice  the  citizens 
-  of  Utrecht,  as  having  reeonrse  to  similar  measures  to 
effect  the  same  object.  The  people  of  iha  former  place, 
who  before  had  been  twice  foiled  in  their  personal  appli- 
cation to  £piscopiu8y  for  the  purpose  'of  obtaining  his  con- 
sent f  to  become  their  minister,  were  now  determined  to 
make  a  third  effort  to  accompfish  their  wishes,  by  applying 
diiccliy  to  the  magistrates  aiul  cuuhiijloiy  of  RottercUun. 
They^  there^orOy  deputed  their  minister  Venator,  and  three 
lay  gentlemen^  to  wait  upon  these  two  bodies^  to  ask  their 
consent  to  his  being  appointed  as  a  pastor  amongst  them. 
To  this  request  they  received  a  positive  relusal.  They  then 
earnestly  pressed  the  loan  of  his  ser\'iccs  for  a  certain  pe- 
hody  but  in  this  they  were  likewise  unsuccessful  f  and,  there- 
fore^ were  under  the  necessity  of  retming  without  effecting 
the  otject  of  their  mission. 
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it  was  in  the  moiuh  oi  July,  iu  ihe  year  1611,  thai  ihose 
ministers  who  had  adopted  the  santiments  of  Artninius  on 
the  subject  of  pfedeatination,  pfoscmted  a  memonal  to  their 
High  Mightinesses  the  States  of  Holland  and  Weet-Fries- 
laiid,  bearing  the  name  of  a  Remonstrance,  from  which  cir- 
cumstance the  followers  of  this  professor  and  eminent  divine, 
were  afterwards  called  Remonstrants,  and  by  tins  appeUa- 
tton  thej  will  generally  be  noticed  in  the  subBcqnent  part 
oftinswofk.  This  remonstrance  was  occasioned  by  the  per- 
secution they  suffered  from  the  various  classes  where  the 
Calvinist  clergy  were  the  moM  numerousi  and  the  misrepre- 
sentalion  of  their  doctrines  to  the  people.  They,  therefore^ 
presented  this  document  to  the  states^  in  which  th^  gaire 
an  account  of  their  doctrines,  comprehended  in  the  five  arti- 
cles, or  points  as  ihcy  are  called,  and  craved  protection  for 
themselves,  and  those  ministers  who  entertained  sentiments 
similar  to  their  own. 

Sneh  is  the  statement  limborch  gives  of  this  memoiialy 
without  entering  more  partieidarly  into  the  ctnuimstances 
which  gave  rise  to  it.  He  was  induced,  we  presume,  not  to 
enter  further  into  the  particulars  of  this  part  of  the  history 
oi  the  BemonstranlSy  fiwn  the  iact  of  his  writing  the  life  of 
Episcopuis  in  Dutch,  merely  to  the  nse  of  his  oountrymen, 
who  were  well  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  of  that 
part  of  their  history  which  he  had  omitted.  But  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  one  of  his  students^  translatiog  it  into  Latin  un- 
der hb  eye,  deemed  it  proper  to  enter  more  into  detail,  for  the 
information  of  those  persons  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  who 
might  be  disi)oscd  to  read  it,  and  were  not  80  well  acquainted 
with  the  ecclesiastical  afl'airs  of  the  Low  Countries.  We 
shall  only  introduce  a  part  of  the  additions  made  by  the  Latin 
translator,  because  we  have  already  anticipated  him  in  the 
passages  we  hare  translated  from  the  German  of  Bentham*s 
Holhindischer  Kirch  u/id  Schulen  Staat.  The  reader  will 
recollect  that  the  above  work,  as  quoted  at  page  21,  says, 
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tbat  the  Dutch  confe«sioii  was  lirsl  publislu  1  m  FreiRli  in 
1567,*  and  was  greatly  opposed  by  several  ministers,  an  con- 
laioing  many  mnovatioDs  upon  the  belief  of  the  Belgian 
churches,  which  ihen,  generally,  adopted  the  senlimenta  of 
Melancthon,  on  the  subject  of  predestination ;  nevertheless, 
it  gradually  gained  gpround,  till  at  length,  it  was  made  the 
lest,  by  which  to  judge  of  the  orthodoxy  of  candidates  for 
the  ministry. 

The  Latin  translator  of  Episcopins,  in  his  more  extended 

details  of  this  part  of  the  history  of  the  Remonstrants,  gives 
an  accuuut  of  the  origin  of  the  Belgic  confession,  as  stated 
in  a  letter  sent  by  Saravia  to  Uitenbogaerdt.  The  passage 
runs  thns ;  ^  I  confess  that  I  am  one  of  those  who  asdaled 
in  drawing  up  that  confession  of  faith,  as  was  also  Hennan 
Modetus:  but  I  know  not  whether  there  are  any  otliers  sur- 
viving. It  was  originally  wrilien  iu  the  French  language, 
by  that  servant  of  Christ  and  martyr.  Guide  de  Bres.  But 
before  it  was  published,  he  communicated  it  to  some  minis* 
ters  of  God's  word,  whom  he  could  find,  requesting  them  to 
amend  what  they  deemed  v\  ioDg,  to  add  what  in  their  judg- 
ment was  deficient,  and  ciu*tail  what  miglit  be  superliuousi 
in  order  that  it  might  not  be  accounted  the  work  of  a  single 
person :  but,  certainly,  none  of  those  who  were  concenied  in 
it,  ewr  thouffht  of  it  heiny  a p pointed  aa  a  rule  faith,  hut 
that  (Hivh  person  was  to  prove  his  own  faith  from  the  sacred 
stnpiures.^^f 

*  Different  datet  are  assigned  to  tliii  Confflttiwiy  chiefly  arisincr  from  thefiMl 

of  its  being  revised  at  different  times,  &s  will  be  seen  from  the  Tull  u^vhi:^  ex 
tract  from  the  preface  of  an  edition  of  it  publislicd  by  the  order  of  the  synod 
of  the  Walloon  ehurrhi  s  fuld  at  Leyden  in  1667.    In  con/esninn  imprimee 
Pan  1561  ou  1562,  $eUm  quelquea  tats,  etoit  envoifttk  a  PkiUpy*  JI,  Roy  <r  Etpay- 

ne^  et  6  V  Emjun-mr  Maximilien  JIf  I  *an  1 566. 

t  This  Confession,  which  consists  of  thirty  seren  articles,  diffV-rs  from  thi 
Augsburgiun  and  many  other  confessions,  in  ihi-  point  oT  j^rtdi .stinatiou.  1( 
Uffrct'S  fortht:  most  part  w  iih  the  confession  of  the  n-formttt  1*  rtiiili  thurchcs  ; 
those,  therefore,  that  embraced  it,  gave  themAcives,     imitation  of  the  French, 
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Tbift  jstateraent  of  one  oC  the  compilen  of  this  confefliion 
was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  the  right  of  the 
Remonstrants  to  object  to  its  articles,  and  the  injustice  of 

comia  Uing,  not  only  candidates  for  the  ministry  to  subscribe 
to  it,  but  likewise  requirinpf  those  already  in  that  oilice  to  do 
it,  or  excluding  them  from  the  pulpit,  as  was  the  case  with 
several  of  the  synods  where  the  migority  were  Calirinists. 
The  patrons  of  absolute  predestination  not  only  set  up  this 
confession  as  a  standarii  ul  faith,  but  condemned  any  de- 
parture from  it  as  they  would  a  departure  from  the  word  of 
God,  thereby  making  it  of  equal  importance  with  the  sacred 
oracles.*  This  occasioned  the  opposite  party  to  question  the 
validity  of  Che  claim  to  profound  deference  thus  set  up  in  its 
tiivour,  l>y  the  Calvintsts,  and  led  them  to  msh  for  a  national 
synod  to  be  called,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  these  claims, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  revise  it,  and  appoint,  at  ihe  same  time,' 
an  uniform  mode  of  examining  candidates  for  the  ministiy. 
Both  parties  wi Aed  for  a  synod,  but  with  very  different  ob- 
jects. Tlie  Arniinians,  to  have  the  high  Cah  inist  sentiments 
softened  down ;  and  the  Calvinists,  to  have  them  couiirmed. 
The  Arminians  wished  the  proceedings  of  the  synod,  and 
examination  of  the  confession,  to  be  referred  to  the  States  of 
Holland  ;  the  Calvinists,  to  be  confined  solely  to  the  clergy. 

th«  ^iitfiig^itiiiinr  titto  ol  nfmiBed.  Otlm  gsve  UwoimItm  the  nime 
of  Caltinifts,  becmne  both  the  ooiifeMioiis,  ■«  well  the  Franeb  m  tUe,  tie 
4««im  «p  iMOfldii^  to  the  opinliMW  of  John  Celt  in.  The  feeeon  why  thcj 
did  not  Ibllow  tiie  cenftMioB  of  Angelmfghp  wie  portly  beeooee  of  the  offnily 
of  faMgoage  between  tlw  WtEdleeni  end  the  French,  and  the  egreenient  of 
tbotof  theFlemiiifiSndBrabaiiters  with  the  Walloun  speech.  Nevertheletib 
tlie  Patch lofofmed  icuceaed  themeei? ee,  8otnetinie%  behiu<l  the  Augvburgian 
confetiioii,  lieoeoae  itwae  not  so  dlngveeable  at  court  as  the  Calfiaiaa,  aiaee 
the  latter  tect  was  esteemed  to  bo  BMireoddieted  to  tomoito  and  itpioon  than 
the  Lutheran. — Bramdit 

*  Uitenbogaerdt  says,—*'  some  called  it  a  seoond  rale  of  faith,  the  Bible 
in  niniatoxe,  and  1  hare  heard  it  stated,  in  a  large  assemhly,  that  the  Scrip 
taree  were  to  be  exponnded  aoeording  to  tlieae  two  fonnolaries, — the  eonfee* 
•ion  and  catechlam.** 
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As  the  greater  part  of  the  gentlemen  who  held  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Statesi  at  thai  time,  wete  Annimaii8»  they  wished^ 
this  xefeience  to  be  made  to  them^  in  the  remion  of  the  coq- 
fisfrien  and  catechiam,  fully  aware  that  if  it  were  left  with  the 

ministers,  they  would  be  made  still  more  rigid  in  their  terms 
on  the  Calvmistic  points ;  and  therefore^  would  only  consent 
to  the  caUiog  of  the  wished  for  aynod,  on  the  ground  of  the 
refermce  being  conceded  Thia  waa  i^ected  by  the  CalTin- 
iBt  party,  as  they  aaw  that  by  this  means  their  object  would 
be  frustrated ;  and  the  synod  was  of  course  not  held.  As 
the  daasesy  however,  in  some  places  continued  to  reject  the 
Anninian  ministers,  especially  those  of  Alkmaer,  where  they 
had  aoapeiided  or  r^ected  from  the  nuniatiy  fire  clergymen, 
beeanae  they  either  did  not  come  np  to  their  rieWs  of  ortho- 
doxy, or  refused  to  sign  the  coniessioii,  as  it  was  inler})reted 
by  the  abettors  of  absolute  predestination  ;*  the  Arminian 
ministers,  therefore  deemed  it  proper,  in  the  way  of  seif»de* 
fence,  to  present  the  aforenamed  remonstrancet. 

In  this  celebrated  instrument,  they  not  only  state  the  doc- 
trines they  rejected,  as  held  by  their  opponents,  but  likewise 
give  a  statement  of  those  they  embraced  and  taught  Both 
were  presented  in  five  arttcleB.t  To  this  remonstrance  were 

*  Amoagit  tlM&wv  persons  who  were  snipeaded  from  the  ministry,  w»s 
an  ancient  man,  sayt  Brandt,  who  had  been  a  preacher  at  least  36  years, 
and  bad  formerly  quitted  couBidcrftble  preferments  in  the  cliurch  of  Rome. 
Venator,  named  as  waiting  upon  Epi^copins,  snliercd  the  same  fate,  being 

rhnr'^^'cd  with  hetrrndoxv,  for  rpfusing;  to  sif,'n  tlu'  confession,  And  it  is  to 
1k'  vmderstood,  that  refusal  \v.is  chiefly  on  tlir  iucouiit  itf  tlu'ir  hcinu'  ex- 
auiiiirc!,  Tiot  only  on  the  cr/yrtvy  irortis  of  tlie  rdnfcssioii,  hut  likewise  on  the 

CalvintMHe  tnfcrt^ct  which  were  deduced  from  Uiem,  bjr  their  predertinarian 

examine  rs. — N  irh  oU. 

t  Althout:li  we  are  aware  that  these  articles  have  repeatedly  apj>eared  in 
English,  yet  we  think  it  right  to  give  thi  in  Ijcrf,  that  tiie  reader  may  hare 
them  under  his  eye,  while  jMjrusing  this  wt>i  k.  We  shailgive  tin  ni  w  itli  iVw  ex- 
ceptions in  the  words  of  Chamberlayu»^%  \^  iioni  we  find,  upon  l  ullatmghis  trans- 
lation with  the  original  ot  lirauiii,  1  i  h:ivc  rLiuleicd  them  almost  literally. 
We  hare  three  other  versions  l>efore  us,  each  of  which  gives  them  in  a  milder 
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appended  tiie  iidlowing  lemtrks :  "  That  isanj  imgeneroiis 
and  anfoanded  changes  w«re  alleged  agaiaat  them,  acousmg 
them  of  the  design  of  introdoeing  Ganges  in  religton, 

and  being  the  occasion  of  the  commolioTis  vvliich  apitated 
the  republic ;  whereas,  they  only  wished  to  concur  with  Uie 
wishes  of  the  Statea,  on  the  aabject  of  the  leviaion  of  the 
eonfesskm;  and  aa  th^  had  been  thns  mimpiesented,  and 
persecuted  by  their  opponents,  they  deemed  it  proper  to 
present  the  said  memorial  to  their  liurdsliips  the  States  of 
Holland,  soliciting  protection  for  their  persons,  from  all 
eccleaiastical  cenanrea  and  pnmshmenta^  witli  the  toleiation 

and  less  Calvuiistic  form;  and  as  lirandt  undoubtedly  had  access,  if  not  to 
the  original  d  (  uHicnt,  yet  to  a  correct  copy  of  it,  we  have  thoujjijt  it  right 
to  present  as  iitcmi  -a  cojjy  *jf  them  as  possible,  in  oidcr  iliat  iIr  leader  may 
judge  of  the  sentiments  of  the  men  who  prououuecd  them  heretical  and  not 
to  be  tolerated,  and  refused  to  hold  Cliristian  communion  with  those  who 
maintained  them. 

In  this  Rcmanitnnce,  they  first  stated  Uw  doetrlnes  they  rejected,  and 
whidi  tbey  summed  up  in  five  pointt. 

I.  That  God,  m  mm  asswi^of  bis  own  will,  by  aii«l«nial  tad  Imvenible 
dMS«e»  Itad  ordained  •ome  fnun  ammigat  men  wbo  weie  not  yet  created, 
much  len  considered  as  lUkn,  to  overiasting  life ;  and  the  ofherF,  bj  (kr  the 
greater  pait,  to  eternal  damnation,  wifbont  any  regard  to  their  obedience  or 
diiobcdienee^  and  tliat  for  tbe  jpoipose  of  nianifeatlng  liis  justice  and  mercy ; 
and  Ibr  tiie  effecting  tUa  pnrpoae,  he  bad  so  aiqpointed  tbe  means,  that  thoae 
whom  he  had  ordained  to  aahalion,  sbonld  neccMarily  and  nnaToidaUy  be 
eared,  and  theothcn  neeeesaiily  and  mwfoidably  be  damned. 

n.  Ornsellirflaii^M,  tbat  God  had  eoneSdemd  mankind,  notonly  aa 
cwntcd,  hnt  fldlen  in  Adam,  and  conaeqnently  llahle  to  the  cnne ;  Ijmn 
whicb  foil  ud  condemnation  he  determined  to  redeem  aomo,  and,  for  the 
diapl^  of  bia  merey,  make  them  partaken  of  mlvatton ;  and  to  leave  oHien, 
ev«n  chUdren  of  the  corenant,  nnder  the  onne,  fbr  the  manifestation  of  hia 
jnatioe,  witiiont  any  rqjaid  to  tiidr  belief  or  nnbeUef.  And  for  the  accom- 
plidmMnt  of  hif  will,  lie  hath  instituted  the  means  by  which  the  elect  ahonld 
neoesearilj  he  aaved,  and  the  reprobates  necessarily  be  damned. 

rn.  That  conaeqnently,  Jcsna  Christ  tbe  Saviour  of  the  world,  did  not  die 
for  all  men,  hnt  only  for  thoee  who  were  deeted,  aa  atated  in  the  firat  or 
second  manner. 

IV.  That  the  Spirit  of  Chiiit  worked  with  irreeiatible  fofoa  cm  the  elect. 
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of  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  said  five  points,  until  a  law- 
fill  synod  be  cooToked  hj  the  anthori^  of  the  illustrious 
States,  wbcre,  under  their  «fMftf£»9  prendency^  9v^i^0i^f»S^ 
concurring  judgment,  and  moderatioD,  they  might  he 
allowed  to  produce  and  state  their  reasons  in  defence  of 
them;  and  that  till  then,  they  and  their  brethren  be  not  de- 
posed irom  their  offices,  either  in  the  churches  or  umrersi* 
ties,  on  account  of  the  ahorefive  points ;  promising,  on  their 
part,  to  tolerate  llio  opinions  of  those  who  differed  in  senti> 
ments  from  them.    But  if  the  Remonstrants  could  not  thus 

in  Older  to  beget  ftith  in  them,  that  they  mightbe  iSTed;  Imt  fnm  the  lepro- 
twte%  aeceneiy  end  mAcient  grace  was  withheld. 

V.  That  those  who  hrid  once  received  true  faith,  however  tbej  mig^tlAer- 
wnrcle  awfblly  ain,  could  never  wholly  or  finally  lose  it. 

Their  own  sentiments  they  stated  thus : — 

I.  That  God,  from  all  eternity,  hath  decreed  to  elect  to  everlasting  life,  all 
those  who,  throngli  his  giaee,  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  «ad  in  the  eame  belief, 
and  obedience  of  faith,  persevere  to  the  end  :  but  the  unconverted  and  nnber 
Ikviog,  he  had  resolveil  to  reject  to  everlasting  damnation. 

II.  That  in  consequence  of  this  decree,  Christ  the  Sarioiir  of  tl)c  world, 
died  for  all  and  every  man,  so  that  hy  hi.s  death,  he  hath  obtained  rcc<mcili- 
ation  and  pardon  of  sins  for  all  men,  uevertlu  li  ss,  iti  such  n  manner,  that 
none  but  the  faithful  really  mid  i  (lirtually  enjn>  liic  benefits  Uiercof. 

III.  That  man  could  not  obtain  saving  luitli  of  himself,  or  by  the  strenerth 
of  his  own  free  will,  but  stood  in  need  of  God's  grace,  through  Christ,  to  be 
made  the  subject  of  iU*  power. 

IV.  Therefore  this  grace  is  the  cause  ol"  the  beginning,  tlie  progrcij^.,  and 
the  completion  of  man's  >ailvauoji  ;  in  so  much,  that  no  one  could  bt-lievc, 
or  i>€rsevere  in  faith,  without  this  operating  graet  ,  and  conscqnently,  that 
all  good  works  must  be  ascribed  to  the  grace  of  God  in  Christ.  Nevertheless, 
the  manner  of  Uic  ttitvratlon  of  this  grace  was  not  irresistible. 

V.  That  true  believers  had  sufficient  strength,  through  divine  grace,  to  re- 
sist end  overcmne  Satan,  sin,  the  world,  and  their  own  lusts ;  but  whether 
tb^  might  not,  thiongfa  their  ne^igracc,  apoetetise  mid  looee  the  power  of 
liolyanTing  truth,  the  leetimonyofa  well-direeted  eooideace,  end  finrfeit 
that  grace,  must  first  be  more  AiUy  inqnired  into^  under  the  gnldanee  of  the 
holy  scriptmee,  beforethcjconld,  with  confidence  and  onliesitating  minds, 
eseert  and  teeeh  it. 
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be  tolerated,  and  allowed  freely  to  exercise  the  fimctioiia 

of  the  ministry,  they  would  endeavour  so  far  to  submit  to 
their  lordsbips'  demands,  that,  if  required,  liny  would  peace- 
ably desist  from  the  exercise  oi  their  duty  as  ministers, 
rather  than  be  opposed  to  the  public  weal,  and  the  authority 
of  the  ciril  powers. 

This  memorial  was  favourably  received  by  the  States  of 
Holland,  and  they  published  a  dcclaraiiuii  saying,  that  the 
Remonstrants,  who  were  already  in  the  ministry,  shoidd  not 
be  sabjected  to  ecclesiastical  censures,  on  account  of  bolding 
tbe  five  points,  neither  were  those  who  appeared  as  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry,  to  be  examined  on  the  subject  of  ])re- 
destination  and  the  consequunL  doctrines  ;  or  be  required  to 
subscribe  to  more  than  what  was  stated  therein,  if  it  were  bur- 
densome to  their  consciences.  The  States  sent  orders  like* 
wise,  to  Alkmaer,  requiring  that  the  five  ministers  who  had 
been  suspended,  or  deprived  of  their  offices,  on  account  of 
reftisinj^  to  subscribe  to  the  confession,  as  it  was  interpreted 
by  the  abettors  of  absolute  predestination,  should  be  rein* 
Stated.  But  the  gentlemen  reiiised  to  comply  with  the  order 
of  the  States,  assigning  as  the  reason,  that  ecdenasiiad 
maiiers  muH  be  discussed  bp  ecclesiastical  persons;  and, 
therefore,  in  opposition  to  their  lordships,  requested  them 
to  assemble  a  synod,  where  aU  such  matters  might  be  dis- 
cussed. "This,**  says  Brandt,  '*was  looked  upon  as  a 
drawing  of  the  sword  against  the  supreme  powers.**  **In 
this  spirit  of  rebeUion,**  continues  this  writer,  **  the  classis 
of  Alkmaer  was  eucouraged  hy  ihc  clergy  uf  other  places, 
especially  of  a  great  city  lu  irlulland,  [Amsterdam,]  which 
opposed  the  government,  so  that  a  certain  magistrate  of 
the  said  city  tells  us,  in  his  memoirs,  that  the  clergy 
hereby  laid  the  fcundatitm^  and  were^  in  a  great  degree^ 
the  cause  of  the  ensuing  broils  and  irouhles.  The  favour- 
able reception  of  this  memorial,  and  the  concessions  made 
to  the  Remonstrants^  roused  the  indignant  feelings  of  the 
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Gomarist  clergy,  and  in  (he  following  December,  in  a  fbli 
assembly  of  the  States,  tbey  complained  of  the  said  five 

points,  asserting  that  thej  were  ambiguous,  obscure,  and 
contradictorj  to  the  tenor  of  the  holy  sciiptures;  and 
declaring  their  perfect  readiness,  at  any  statable  time  and 
place,  to  prove  their  assertions.  Against  these  accnsattons, 
the  States  judged  it  proper  to  allow  the  Remonstrants  a 
hearing;  and  in  order  thai  iliey  niiglit  not,  npon  so  iinpor- 
tant  an  occasion,  come  to  a  hasty  decision,  they  determined 
that  twelve  ministers, — six  from  each  party, — should  appear 
before  them,  and  thus  in  the  presence  of  the  noble  and 
miglity  Lords,  the  States,  should  hold  a  friendly  confer- 
ence with  each  other,  that  the  matters  in  dispute  might  be 
examined  into,  most  carefully  and  seiiously.  This  was  the 
famous  conference  of  the  Hague,  of  which  we  have  heard 
and  read  so  much. 

Of  the  persons  who  were  selected  by  the  Remonstrants  to 
appear  at  this  conference  to  defend  their  cause  Episcopius 
was  one,  wlio,  when  informed  of  it,  greatly  objected  to  take 
part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  appointed  meeting ;  iirst,  on 
account  of  his  youth ;  secondly,  from  the  consideration  of  his 
having  so  recently  entered  the  ministry;  and  Iastly,and  chiefly, 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  deputies  from  the  synod  being 
inuic  opposed  to  him  than  to  any  other  person.  *  But  tliough 
he  stated  these  facts,  by  way  of  shewing  the  impropriety  of  his 
being  deputed  to  appear  at  this  conference^  the  Remonstrants^ 
who  well  knew  how  to  appreciate  his  extraordinary  talents 
and  prolbund  learning,  were  aware  that  they  had  no  person 
so  capable  of  defending  their  cause,  and  would  therefore  take 
no  denial.  On  this  occasion  it  was  that  Episcopius,  alike 
by  the  splendour  of  his  eloquence,  the  depth  of  his  learning, 

•  Amongst  these  were  Acroni us,  Bccius,  Fraxiims,  and  Plancius.  The  three 
rmer  the  reader  will  recollect  tin  vchnneiitlv  opposing  his  being  set  apart 

to  the  ministry,  and  tlie  latter  as  using  bis  tiiorts  to  prevent  hi»  obtaining 

testimouiak  from  Amsterdam. 
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and  the  soundness  of  his  judgment,  excited  the  astonishment 
and  admiration  of  that  illustrious  audience.*  He  took  notes 
of  what  p;issed  at  this  conference,  and  especially  of  the  re- 
marks advanced  by  the  Bemonstrants*  ''Some  of  these,"  says 
liimborcby  "hare  been  prosenred  in  bis  own  handwritings 
and  are  in  my  possession  at  this  time.^ 

Before  the  conference  commenced,  the  (  tlu  r  six  niinisters, 
who  called  themselves  deputies  from  the  church,  presented 
a  memorial  to  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States  of  Holhmd, 
which  thej  called  a  Contn^Bemonstrance,  and  on  which 
accoont  they  were  afterwards  designated  Gontra-Remon* 
strants,  in  opposition  to  the  Arrainians  or  Remonstrants. 
In  this  document  they  gave  a  statement  of  their  own 
opinions  on  the  five  pointSi  and  opposed  those  of  the  Re- 
monstrants. The  latter  afterwards  reified  at  great  length 
to  their  objections,  in  a  work  entitled  Pre$9Uf  Deckarmiio>^ 
a  furiher  account  or  declaration,^    This  conference  being 

•  Le  Va«scir,  who  docs  not  seem  iiulined  to  honour  Episcojtius,  except 
**  as  a  man  of  uiicommuii  It-arninj^,  and  a  fine,  subtle,  penetrating  wit,"  sajs 
**  he  defended  the  Remoustrauta  on  this  oecasioa  tu  a  miracle." 

f  This  work  contains  a  reply  to  the  statement  made  in  the  memorial  of 
the  ContraJtemonftnuiU,  in  which  they  charge  the  Remonstrants  with  at- 
trilmtiag  t»  th«  ftfomted  churches,  doetiiM*  thej  never  tcknowledged. 
TUs  tibe  ReBMHUtiants  deny,  that  is,  th«t  th^  attribute  then  totiie  fefonaed 
Amn3bnt  %rhenai  they  only  pietent  them  as  the  doetrioet  of  certain  Indi- 
viduli^  whidi  they  eoold  pfove  llrom  thehr  writings,  who  wmld  make  theai 
pass  aa  the  avowed  doctrineaof  the  lefonned  ehiuchc%  and  then,  on  the  re- 
Iheal  of  the  BemoaitiaBts  to  aekaowledge  then  as  nieb,  east  then  ont  of 
the  ninistiy.  Thoa  in  ISOOg  at  an  annual  synod  at  Haarlen,  the  Calvinlst 
ninistaia  wished  to  ^opose  an  tanoal  snhseiiption,  on  the  part  of  ereiy  pas- 
ter, to  the  eonftssion  and  eateehisn,  as  a  test  to  try  whether  any  of  then  had 
changed  their  ssntinents  in  the  conise  of  the  year,  and  Festos  Honnlus 
draw  up  csrtain  questions  in  ISOft  in  the  consistory  of  Leydcn,  for  tlie  sane 
purpeae.  Hence  the  ninistsrs  had  not  only  to  sign  the  confession,  hut  the 
nfcimcss  drawn  from  it  on  high  Calvlnistic  pienises.  And  in  tlUs  way  It 
was  designed  Co  fSenet  out  all  tlie  Aminians  ftom  tlie  churches.  It  is  a 
narvellons  natter  that  whilst  Mr.  Sc^tt  seems  to  applaud  this  mode  of 
proceeding  in  Holland, '  yet,*'  says  Mr.  Nichols,  **  some  of  his  most  intimate 
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closed,  the  miniBters  on  each  aide  drew  up  a  statement 
of  their  opinions,  as  to  the  best  method  to  be  adopted  in 

order  to  lerminale  these  controversies.  The  Contra-Rcmon- 
strants  pressed  for  the  assembling  oi  a  Hvnod,  where  the 
points  in  debate  should  be  fully  examined  and  decided  upon 
aeeoiding  to  the  word  of  Ood.  The  Remonstrants,  on  the 
contrary,  gave  it  as  their  judgment,  that  the  more  prefer- 
able way  would  be,  for  the  present,  to  allow  mutual  tolera^ 
tion,  in  consequence,  they  said,  (»f  uru's  minds  having  been 
inflamed  for  a  length  of  time,  and  alienated  from  each  other, 
occasioned  by  the  agitating  of  the  points  in  question,  and  that 
after  a  period  of  time,  thej  might  become  more  cahn,  and 
thereby  be  the  better  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  examina- 
tion of  tlu'iii  with  less  of  party  feeling,  and  \s  ith  the  happi- 
est effects,  especially  if  the  various  synods  adopted  mild  and 
healing  measures. 

(Hendt  have  heaped  eontaniely  and  lepfotch  upon  mj  Loid  Biebop  of  Peter- 
boioiigh,  Ibr  pioposlDg  to  the  amdidates  for  bol^r  orden  eeiteia  qneitiooe 
diawD  up  flpoin  the  ibramleiiet  ef  the  cfaaidi  of  Englaiul.  It  ie  not  017  in- 
teatioVhe  tayi,  "  to  beeene  a  party  Ib  tUsaAir,  orto  oler  an  opinion  n- 
epeeHnff  the  neefblneas  or  expedience  of  tochquMtioatt  in  an  exuninatioii 
of  caadidatee  for  ordination.  These  qoeations,  however,  which  were  de> 
•igaed  to  act  as  a  kind  of  tooelMlone  to  detoot  Aatinomian  candidatei,  mm 
whementhj  dt  nnunced  when  proposed  at  Peterborough,  but  accoontcd pitJkeUijf 
Uutful  and  praisiivftrihy  when  adopted  in  Holland,  for  the  ptirpoee  of  Ijjeetlog 
ministers  who  had  been  much  longer  in  the  chnrch  than  their  annual  in- 
quisitorial examiners,  and  of  preventing  others  flnom  entering  the  ministry 
who  Lad  embraced  the  sentiments  of  Anninius."  On  this  subject  Mr.  Nichols 
make*?  sonu  ^trMll^  remarks,  on  what  he  considers  the  unvarvinu;^  and  uuinit- 
igaled  bigotry  uud  persecuting  spirit  of  Ca!vinj5m,  ^  hich  we  sluill  m>i  record; 
and  for  the  reason,  that  we  differ  from  tiiis  Itarut  d  and  laborious  writer. 
For  though  Mr.  Scott,  the  late  Rector  of  Aston  Sandford,  in  liis  translation 
and  noUi.  ol  the  prciuce  to  a  work  entitled  "The  Articles  of  the  Synod  of 
Dort,  &.C."  has,  as  we  have  already  shown,  in  his  zeal  for  Calvinism,  attempt- 
ed to  defame  the  RemonsUunL  uiiiii«itrb,  who  were  ejected  from  their  livings 
and  their  country  by  the  Synod  of  Dort,  vet  there  ore  few  Calviniits  at  tha 
pieeent  time,  who  either  approve  of  the  persecuting  spirit  of  that  synod,  or  of 
Mr.  8cott*e  spologiet  Ibr  the  oondect  of  iu  members. 
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The  states  of  conrae  wisely  declined  deciding  on  which 
side  the  trutli  \\  as  found,  but  expressed  a  strong  desire  that 
the  opposite  parties  should  cultivate  the  spirit  of  tolerance 
and  forbeannce  towards  each  other,  and  confinned  a  reaola- 
tion  ihej  had  previotui^  publishedy  which  waa  to  this 
effect; — ^that  as  they  never  had  intended,  or  did  intend, 
that  the  opinions  of  the  liemonstrants  with  reference  to  the 
Jive  points,  should  be  imposed  upon  any  body;  so  neither 
did  they  think  fit,  on  the  other  hand,  that  any  person  should 
be  burthened  with  opinions  beyond  the  said  points  contrary 
to  his  conscience ;  but  that  both  parties  should  live  mutu- 
all\  like  Iji  ctlircii  in  Chri^tiau  charity,  iu  the  ecclesiastical 
employments  tiiey  actually  had  or  might  have."*  Unhap- 
pily, however,  this  counsel  was  not  followed  by  some  of  the 
Contra-Remonstrant  clergy,  and  especially  by  one  at  Rot- 
terdam, by  the  name  of  Geselius,  ''who  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade," says  HraudL,  "  the  unstable  multitude  that  his  collea- 
gues who  were  Remonstrants  were  not  orthodox  in  their 
principles,  and  thai  they  ought  not  to  parteUce  qfthe  Lord?$ 
mpper  with  ikem,  09  U  cmUd  not  be  done  with  a  mrfe  con^ 
This  Statement  so  far  influenced  the  minds  of  seve- 
ral of  the  people,  that  they  not  only  refused  to  hear  Greviu- 
chovius,  who  was  one  of  the  Remonstrants  who  took  part 
in  the  conference  at  the  Hague,  but  likewise  absented  them- 
sdves,  when  the  ministers  Langsbergen  and  Hellerus  preach- 
ed, who,  though  they  had  not  signed  the  memorial  of  the 
Remonstrants  containing  the  five  points,  yet  because  they 
intiiiiaicd  that  those  who  had  so  done,  should  be  treated 
witii  toleration  and  forbearance,  they  thus  refused  to  sit  un- 
der their  ministry.  The  magistrates  were  very  anxious  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  excitement  occasioned  by  the  conduct  of  Gesel- 
ius, and  exhorted  and  entreated  him  to  lire  in  brotherly  union 
with  his  ccjlluagucs,  and  to  avoid  making  a  schism;  but  all 
was  in  vain.   They  then  proposed  that  he  and  Grevinchovius 

•  BramU,  rol.  ii.  p.  lOft. 
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should  meet  in  their  presence,  for  mataal  explanatiooj  to 
which  the  latter  consented.    Bat  Oeselins  avoided  it  bj 

various  subterfuges,  as  stated  by  Limborch,  which  we  deem 
it  not  necessary  to  record.  The  result  was,  the  magistrates 
deposed  him  fiom  his  office,  as  a  disturber  of  the  public 
peace ;  and  he  opened  a  bam,  and  preached  to  hb  adherents, 
whom  he  designated,  with  himself,  the  penecuted  church,* 

These  separatists,  in  the  follo\\  iiig  May,  issued  a  paper, 
proposing  the  following  question  to  other  churches :  Whether 
th4m  thai  aUouf  thejke  points  <^  the  Bemonatrants  aught  to 
be  esteemed  as  hrethren,  and  suffered  to  continue  in  the 
ministry  of  the  church.  This  was  designed  to  try  the  state 
of  feeling  amongst  the  Contra-Remoiislraiits,  who  too  fatally 
responded  to  the  opinion  it  contained,  and  subsequently 
prepared  the  way  for  its  manifestation. 

About  this  time  the  magistrates  andconsistoiy  of  Utrecht, 
being  iully  apprized  of  the  learning  and  extraordinary  talents 
of  Episcopius,  which  IkllI  been  made  so  evident  at  the  Ha- 
gue conference,  became  very  desirous  of  seeming  Jiim  to 
preach  amongst  them;  and  accordingly,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
September,  in  the  year  1611,  they  gave  him  a  call  to  be- 
come one  of  their  ministers.  This  invitation  was  very  agree- 
able to  him,  and  so  far  as  regarded  himself,  he  was  dis])osed 
to  accept  of  it:  but  anxious  to  behave  in  the  most  houour- 

•  "One  Geaelins  gare  ^  nigiitistit  of  Bfltterdam  a  giMt  dMlof  tumble. 
They  depoted  him.  He  kept  piivate  meetingi .  Thej  then  baitiili  him. 
He  refuses  to  obey.  The  tnagistrmtes  pablith  a  Manifesto  to  the  people  i& 
vindication  of  their  coadneL  Octelini  ioewen  it  ia  his  own  jnstillcatioB. 
la  short,  had  Arianism  prevailed  at  that  time,  tliere  eonld  not  hare  been 
greater  diTisioua  in  that  ehoieh.  CiicnUr  letters  were  bandy'd  abont,  to 
exhort  the  people  to  separate  from  the  commnnion  of  the  Remonstmnts. 
The  Contra- Remonstrants  called  themselves,  the  church  unjustly  persecuted. 
Thty  met  privately  in  a  bam  at  Rotterdam.  The  magistrates  caused  them 
to  sliut  the  bam ;  but  the  Contra -Rem  oust  rant  party  opened  it  again.  Had 
the  (luestion  been  concerning  the  most  essential  points  of  the  CliristiMi  Re- 
ligion, thcjr  could  not  have  shown  more  warmth  and  seal."— Fesier. 
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able  manner  to  the  magistrates  of  Rotterdam,  and  the  people 
of  Bleiswick^  lie  agreed  to  comply  with  their  wishes  but 
odIj  on  these  tenns: — Birst^  thai  they  should  secure  ihe 
coocurrence  of  the  former,  and  afterwards  that  of  the  latter. 

They  according];,  made  applications  to  the  magistrates,  who, 
in  the  iirst  instance,  peremptorily  refused  to  entertain  the 
proposal.  Nevertheless^  as  the  citiaseos  of  Utrecht  were 
pefsereringly  importunate,  and  would  take  no  denial,  they 
finally  consented  to  their  request  on  the  following  conditions : 
—First,  that  it  be  shewn  that  it  was  perfectly  agreeable  to 
Bpiscopius :  secondly,  that  the  consent  of  the  members  of 
his  church  be  obtained  and  produced  before  them :  thirdly, 
that  in  the  erent  of  his  sernces  being  wanted  at  any  time  at 
Rotterdam,  the  people  of  Utrecht  should,  on  application, 
give  him  up  for  that  purpose:  fourthly,  that  if  a  conference 
or  disputation  be  appointed  to  be  held  at  Rotterdam,  similar 
to  the  one  at  the  Hague,  they  should  then  have  the  right  of 
appointing  him  to  assist  at  the  same :  and,  lastly,  if  at  any 
time  he  was  inrited  to  the  professor's  chair  at  Leyden,  in 
that  case,  the  citizens  of  t^trecht  should  consider  themselves 
bound  to  release  him,  in  order  that  he  might  be  (see  to  ac- 
cept of  it. 

Biatters  being  thus  arranged,  the  gentlemen  from  Utrecht, 
deputed  to  accomplish  this  business,  hastened  to  Blelswick, 

in  conij);uiy  witli  some  of  the  magistrates  of  Rotterdam,  in 
order  tu  induce  tlic  people  of  that  village  to  give  up  Episco- 
pins  to  them,  in  order  to  his  becoming  their  pastor.  But 
the  former  were  altogether  opposed  to  the  proposal,  and  no 
en  treaties  could  induce  them  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
the  Utrechtians,  who,  after  making  many  fruitless  attempts 
to  induce  them  to  comply  with  their  wishes,  were  forced  to 
return  without  effecting  their  object.  But  though  thus  re- 
pulsed by  the  inhabitants  of  Bleiswich,  yet  as  they  had  gained 
tlic  concuncnct;  of  Episcopius  and  the  magistrates  of  Rot- 
terdam, they  were  sanguine  in  their  hopes  of  succeeding. 
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and  therefore  inieuded  to  niiike  another  effort  to  effect  their 
purpose,  at  a  future  period.    But  in  the  interim^  a  more  im* 
portant  call  was  made  upon  Episcopius,  which  completely 
cut  off  all  their  expectations.   This  was  from  the  honourable 
curators  ol'  the  university  of  Loydun,  that  he  slioukl  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  important  office  of  divinity  professor  in  the 
college.    His  appointment  to  this  eminent  office,  was  in 
consequence  of  Gomarus,  thecoUeagne  and  violent  opponent 
of  his  late  master  Anninius,  relinquishing  his  professorship. 
And  though  he  may  not  he  considered  as  actually  fdling  the 
vacated  chair  of  this  man,  yet  as  Gomarus'  relinquishmeut 
of  it  left  Polyander  alone  in  the  university,  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  theological  teacher,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
select  another,  to  he  his  colleague  in  this  important  worh. 
The  curators  liaving  made  choice  of  l^piscopius,  informed 
him  of  their  decision,  ou  the  fifteenth  of  February,  and  on 
the  twenty-third  of  the  same  month,  he  delivered  his  inaug- 
ural oration  hefore  the  honourahle  curators,  de  qpHma  regni 
ChrUti  exstruendi  ratione,*   Although  it  must  be  admitted 
that  his  appointment  to  this  office,  when  he  was  only  twenty- 
nine  years  of  age  was  highly  honourable  to  his  talents  and 
character,  nevertheless,  it  was  likewise  exposing  him  to  the 
envy  of  those,  who,  while  they  might  be  opposed  to  him  on 
account  of  his  theological  views,  would  have  that  opposition 
strengthened,  iVoiii  the  circumstance  of  his  being  ])1aced  in 
a  situation,  to  which  they  might  consider  themselves  eutitled, 
either  from  their  age,  or  acquirements,  or  other  circumstances 
which  they  might  suppose  ought  to  have  given  them  a  claim 
before  him  of  being  selected  to  hold  so  eminent  a  station. 
Hence  the  opposite  opinions  adopted  by  tlie  two  parties  who 
saw  him  placed  in  the  theological  chair.    His  enemies,  it  is 
true,  admitted  his  extraordinary  talents ;  but  that  was  only 
with  the  design  of  representing  him  as  the  more  to  be  dreaded* 

•  On  the  hcjjt  mian}.  to  he  adopted  fi»r  ilic  exteosioo  of  the  king(ii»m  of 
ChriHt.    See  Ojtera  Epvxoyiif  vol.  ii.  p.  MW). 
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^  Hence  Fiederiek  Spanbeim,  a  man  of  great  parts  and 

kaining,''  says  Brandt,  "and  subsequently  a  professor,  said, 
that  Episcopius  was  a  man  of  an  acute  genius,  and  armed 
with  ererjr  tbing  that  might  aenre  to  defend  the  wont  of 
cansea,  and  who  because  he  was  mach  eateemed  by  some  of 
the  greatest  men  in  the  gOTernment,  was,  for  that  reason, 
the  more  dangerous."  The  Remoiisliauls,  on  the  contrary, 
hailed  his  appointment  to  the  office  under  an  impression, 
that,  "  on  accoont  of  his  being  endowed  with  so  much  judg^ 
ment  and  understanding,  such  learning  and  eloquence^  pi^y 
good  temper,  and  discretion,  something  very  great  and  good 
was  to  be  expected  from  him  for  tlic  bcuLfit  of  the  Refonna- 
tiuu  and  Chhsteudom,  if  he  did  not  meet  with  too  much 
opposition.** 

But  this  opposition,  both  as  to  its  character  and  measures, 
soon  manifested  itself,  to  a  degree  that  must  have  blighted  all 

their  hopes  of  anticipated  good  from  this  appointment.  The 
professor  Polyander,  who  upon  the  whole,  was  certainly  one 
of  the  most  amiable  and  liberal  of  the  high  CalYinists  of  that 
day,  felt  himself  awkwardly  situated  with  his  new  colleague. 
Some  say,  he  objected  to  him  on  account  of  his  theological 
sentiments,  and  others,  that  he  was  jealous  of  his  talents 
and  reputation.  Be  that  as  it  may,  he  early  showed  Lis  dis- 
approbation of  the  appointment,  for  when  informed  of  it  by 
the  honourable  curators,  he  said,  "that  he  wished  some 
other  person,  or  at  least  that  John  Amoldi  Corrinus  had 
been  chosen  instead  of  Episeopius.  Nererthdess,  since  the 
curators  had  so  dtlijrmined,  he  hoped  that  they  would  al- 
ways bear  in  mind,  that  llie  business  was  begun  and  com- 
pleted without  his  knowledge  or  consent;  and  this  he  could 
and  always  should  assert  At  the  same  time,  he  would  ad- 
rise  Episeopius  to  endearoor  to  live  with  him  in  peace  and 
harmony,  as  he  had  lieard  that  he  was  rather  unsociable  in 
his  disposition,  and  fond  of  disputation  and  controversy. 
And  this,  he  said,  was  dangerous  ground,  /or  learned  men 
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e(nM  fua  eatiiif  brook  eamtempt,**  How  trae  thii  statement 
was,  Polyander,  at  a  snbeeqiieDt  period,  gare  decistve  prooft, 

which  we  sliall  shortly  have  to  notice.  On  the  twenty-lirst 
of  February  Episcopius  received  bis  release  from  the  church 
of  Bleiswick,  through  the  classis  of  Rotterdam,  who  accom- 
panied llie  same  with  the  most  flattering  teatimoniala  of  their 
approbation  of  his  oondnct  as  a  brother  minister. 

During  the  delivery  of  his  in;iTi[!;!Li  al  oration,  certain  noises 
were  made  by  several  of  the  students,  which,  though  they 
were  not  rery  loud  or  of  long  continuance,  were  designed  at 
once  to  interrupt  and  shew  their  disq>pfobation  of  the  new 
professor^  which,  however,  he  disregarded,  and  proceeded 
to  the  close  of  his  address,  as  though  he  had  not  heard  them. 
Had  these  noises  been  made  at  any  other  time,  it  is  most 
likely  that  the  magistrates  of  Leyden  and  the  Curators  of  the 
UniTexaity  had  passed  it  over,  aa  one  of  those  Ireaka  these 
young  Dutch  Bootm,  who  like  other  founff  geftUemm^  who 
enter  nmilar  seats  of  learning,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
an  acquaintance  v.  ith  the  higher  branches  of  literature,  and 
mixing  with  polished  and  well  bred  society,  are  in  the  habit 
of  shewing  off,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  proving,  that  they 
are  not  to  be  put  under  those  restraints,  mktor  which  it  is 
necessary  to  place  men  who  are  either  of  plebeian  birth,  or 
limited  education.  Determined  therefore  to  stop  these  col- 
legians in  their  proceedings,  the  magistrates  in  an  assembly 
of  the  senate  of  the  University,  stated  that  they  had  been  in- 
ibnned  that  some  of  the  students  had  agreed  to  intempt 
Episcopius,  and  therefore  they  gave  it  as  their  ofuidony  that 

•InthelndaLoTBijlesiisrticto  U  that  headed,  "The  Jesloviy  whieh 
mignt  between  jour  top  prcacfaen  is  equal  to  that  of  Peeti,'*  which  lefen  to 
the  Ibllowim^  atatement  in  the  bodj  of  the  work.  "Feffaape  theie  ia  nothtns 
vyoB  which  jeolooajr  can  eanae  a  gieater  sHeasthwn  In  aieB*a  mliida  fbsa 
eloqnenoe.  I  know  not  whether  beanly  or  poetiy  ongfit  to  be  exoeptod. 
Two  fiUDooapreadien  addom  lore  one  another,  and  fkeqnently  qnanel  to  the 
otnoet  mptnre.  *Tb  mnch  if  they  can  conceal  their  jcaloiu7»  and  keep  fair 
with  the  teeth  outward.'* 
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aii  older  ought  to  be  published  to  forbid  it.  With  this  pro- 
posal the  academical  senate  readily  concurred.  On  the  twen- 
ty-eighth of  February  Epificopius  read  his  Urst  college  lecture 
on  Bohl  i.  16,  in  the  presence  of  the  CoratoiBi  the  Bector 
Magnificosy  end  several  Professors.  On  this  occasion  some 
sUght  noise  was  heard,  but  it  was  only  of  very  short  conti- 
nuance, and  at  the  delivery  of  two  other  lectures  on  the  same 
subject,  the  most  profound  silence  was  obseryed,  and  he  was 
ever  after  heard  with  the  utmost  attention  and  respect 

Episcopins*  situation  as  Professor  of  Theology  was  render- 
ed difficult  from  two  circumstances,  his  youth,  and  the  agi- 
tated state  of  the  cliiuch  lu  cunnexion  with  the  coiilUcLiug 
of  party  feeling.  But  that  which  was  wanting  to  him  in 
years,  was  more  than  counterbalanced,  says  Limborch,  by 
tlie  extent  of  bis  learning,  the  force  of  his  genius,  the  sounds 
ness  of  bis  judgment,  and  indefatigable  perseverance,  which 
rendered  tlie  duties  of  his  station  compaiatjvcly  light  and 
easy  to  him ;  while  his  prudence  and  circumspection  ena- 
bled him  to  avoid  the  adoption  of  measuresy  that  would 
bring  upon  him  the  reprehension  of  any,  save  those,  of 
whom  there  were  too  many,  who  were  constantly  upon  the 
watch  to  seek  occasions  of  charging  him  with  being  unsound 
in  his  doctrines,  and  heretical  in  his  instructions.  Amongst 
these  persons  must  be  classed  Festus  Hommius,  whom  we 
find,  immediately  after  £pi8copius  had  entered  on  the  duties 
of  his  office,  waiting  upon  him,  and  congratulaibig  him  on 
his  elevation,  but  with  what  sincerity  wc  shidl  afterwards 
see.  l  liis  man  in  his  feigned  congratulations  expressed  his 
great  pleasure  at  his  appointment  to  the  divinity  chair,  say- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  much  rather  see  him 
placed  there  than  any  other  person,  because  he  knew  that 
both  he  and  his  two  broLliers  were  men  of  amiable  and 
peaceable  dispositions. 

The  foUowiuc:  circumstance)  as  given  by  Episcopiu^ 
biographer,  will  shew  the  state  of  feeling  cherished  on  the 
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part  of  several  of  the  CalTinist  clergy  towards  the  Remon- 
strants and  the  effect  which  their  violent  pulpit  harangues 
produced  upon  the  people.  During  the  week  of  Easter, 
Episcopios,  in  company  with  Nicholaus  Gtennchovina 
and  John  Corrinus,  paid  a  wint  to  Amsterdam.  The 
news  of  their  airival  was  soon  reported  through  the  city. 
During  their  st^y,  they  went  to  hear  both  Plancius  and 
Xriglandius  preach.  On  bolli  occasions  a  vast  concourse 
of  people  crowded  round  them^  some  merely  gazed  at 
them,  while  others  were  unable  to  restrain  themsekesy 
and  both  in  the  streets  and  the  churches  behaved  to  them 
in  the  most  indecent  and  scornful  manner.*  A  few  days 
after,  they  were  joined  by  llitenbogaerdt ;  and  the  whole 
were  invited  by  the  licer  Brasser  to  dine  with  him, 
who  also  invited  the  following  city  ministers,  Flandus^  Ja- 
cob Bolandns,  and  Le  Maire  to  meet  them.  Rolandns  de* 
dined  accepting  the  inyitation,  saying,  that  he  was  engaged 
elsewhere.  Plancius  and  Le  Maire  in  the  first  instance 
promised  to  meet  them,  but  afterwards  declined,  assigning 
the  following  reason  for  so  doing,  that  they  could  not  dine 
with  such  distarbers  of  the  church,  without  giving  great 
offiBDce  to  their  congregations.**  We  have  no  comment 
to  make  on  such  conduct,  but  leave  it  to  speak  for  itself; 
only  we  would  just  remind  the  reatlcr  of  what  he  has  already 
been  made  acquainted  with,  namely,  that  Episcopius,  at  this 
time,  was  professor  of  theology,  and,  that  Uitenbogaerdt 
was  chafdain  to  Prince  Maurice,  and,  as  a  preacher  at  the 
court  of  the  Hacfue,  was  constantly  exciting,  by  his  sermons, 
the  admiration  of  one  of  the  most  splendid  congregations  in 
Europe:  and  one  would,  therefore,  have  supposed,  that  the 
eminence  of  their  station,  talents,  and  learning,  would  have 

•  'Thib  mutt  learned  tnumgat  the  Aiminisnt  were  expomd  to  the  Irnprec*- 
tlontortbepopdsoe.  Toamj  judge  if  tiief  epaied  fipifoopiat,  whoee 
at»ilitics  wen  emineiitly  Itoowii.  He  wae  iiwnlted  at  Amiterdan,  betb  at 
chQfch  and  in  the  etteet.**— Batli. 
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pfompted  these  men  at  least  to  show  them  the  marks  of 
common  decency  and  civility;  but,  it  is  probable^  that  their 
Tcry  eminence  was  the  gronnd  of  thdr  o^nce,  while  the 

conduct  of  these  Amsterdam  ministers  may  be  traced,  with 
apparent  justice^  to  those  feelings  of  jealousy  stated  by 
Bayle  in  the  note  on  page  130* 

Another  specimen  of  the  violence  of  party  feeling  is  stated 
by  limborch,  as  manifested  by  the  French  and  Walloon 
ministers  against  Episcopius,  in  the  circumstance  of  its 
being  debated  in  the  synod  of  the  French  ministers,  wliether 
the  young  Gallic  studentSy  sent  to  the  University  of  Leyden, 
should  be  allowed  to  attend  his  theological  lectures.  It 
was,  however,  finally  left  to  the  prudent  management  of 
Daniel  Colonius,  regent  of  the  French  college,  who,  it 
appears,  so  managed  the  business,  as  not  to  suffer  the 
wishes  of  the  more  rigid  of  these  ministers  to  be  acted  upon, 
who  proposed  withdrawing  the  young  men  ficom  hearing 
the  lectures  of  Episcopius.  But  whilst  these  students  were 
allowed  to  attend  his  theological  instructions,  they  would 
e\  ijily  see  he  was  sus^x  ctol  of  lieterodoxy  })y  their  elders, 
and  that  to  select  any  thing  which  could  bring  home  the 
charge  of  it  upon  him,  would  be  acceptable  to  these  divines. 
This  state  of  things  naturally  led  the  young  men  to  enter 
the  university  in  the  character  of  spies,  rather  than  as  pupils 
to  hear  and  receive  instruction;  the  result  of  which  was 
soon  evident 

In  proceeding  with  the  duties  of  his  professorship,  Epis- 
cofnna  entered  upon  an  exposition  of  the  second  and  third 
chapters  of  the  Book  of  Revelation,  maldng  as  the  ground 

oi  his  lectures,  the  epistles  they  contain,  as  sent  to  the 
churches  of  Ephesus,  Smyrna,  Sardis,  and  Philadelphia. 
Shortly  after  he  had  begun  his  remarks  on  the  letter  to  the 
church  of  Smyrna,  a  French  student  spread  a  report  through 
the  university,  that  Episcopius  had  explained  the  words,  / 
am  the  Jirst  and  (he  last,  with  other  subjects  in  his  lecture, 
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according  to  the  mode  usually  made  use  of  by  SociDus;  the 
proofs  of  which  he  ananged  under  ten  artidea,  eadi  con- 
taining points  on  which  he  asserted  that  fipiscopins  had 

departed  from  the  orthodox  atandard  of  interpretation,  and 
approached  towards  lliat  which  was  adopted  by  Socinus. 
Epiacopius  having  obtained  a  copy  of  these  articles,  drew 
up  a  refutation  of  each  in  aucces8ion»  intending  to  make  it 
pnblici  if  he  should  deem  it  necessary. 

The  rumour  of  this  affair  found  its  way  to  Abraham  Sehul- 
tetus,  professor  in  the  university  of  Heidelberg,  who,  wlieu 
accompanying  the  Count  Palatine  m  his  journey  to  England^ 
and  staying  at  the  Hague,  had  an  interview  with  Episcopius 
and  Uitenbogaerdt,  when  he  stated  that  he  had  heard  the  re- 
port in  question.  Episcopius  expressed  himself  obliged  to 
hinri,  as  he  hatl  furnished  him  with  an  opportunity  of  \  indi- 
cating himself  from  the  charge,  which  he  having  done,  Schul- 
tetus  declared  that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  his  state- 
ment of  the  case,  adding,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  the 
more  readily  believed  it,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  lec- 
tures being  (kin  ered  extcmporaueuusly,  on  wliich  account 
it  was  more  diilicult  to  escape  the  suspicion  of  those  who 
were  constantly  on  the  watch  to  seek  occasion  of  it,  as 
he  had  proved  in  his  own  case  about  ten  years  since  at  Hei- 
delberg. 

The  conversation  then  turned  upon  the  painful  disputes 
that  existed  in  the  church  of  the  Low  Countries.  This  was 
continued  in  the  most  amicable  manner  for  some  time,  Schul- 
tetns  recommending  them  to  adopt  such  measures  as  would 
tend  to  restore  peace  in  the  church.  Uitenbogaerdt  and 
Episcopius  then  gave  a  lengthened  account  of  the  means 
they  had  adopted  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object,  ex- 
pressing, at  the  same  time,  their  perfect  willingness  to  con- 
enr  in  any  measure  likely  to  effect  it.  They  produced  like- 
wise fiiets,  to  proTO  the  ^erfoct  disinclination  of  tbe  Contra- 
Renumstnmts  to  come  to  any  terms  of  peace  with  them. 
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Not  long  after  Uiis,  Episcopius  had  an  inter?iew  with  the 
Fiench  student^  who  spread  the  above  report  conceming 
him,  and  entered  folly  into  a  refotaUon  of  the  articles  which 

lie  had  publicly  shown  in  the  university  to  his  injury.  The 
young  man  on  this  occasion  expressed  his  concurrence  with 
the  lemarks  of  Episcopius^  who  exJiorted  hini>  at  the  same 
time»  ^^to  condnci  himself  hereafter  more  pmdentlj  and  peace- 
folly;  adding,  that  such  rash  and  nnfonnded  snspioions  were 
detrimental  io  peiicc,  und  could  not  be  tolerated ;  that  it  wai» 
his  duty  to  have  spoken  to  hiui  in  the  first  instance^  before 
he  had  so  carelessly  and  unjustly  spread  abroad  his  scruples.*' 
The  student  ftankly  acknowledged  his  fonlt,  and  dedaied 
his  deep  regret  at  the  circumstance,  admitting  that  ''by  bis 
conduct  he  had  rashly  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  university, 
and  that,  in  the  fiiture,  he  intended  to  act  mure  prudently, 
and  promised  tliat,  wherever  he  had  been  the  cause  of  excit- 
ing Bospicion  in  the  mind  of  any  peison  against  £piseopiu% 
he  would  endearomv  as  fiir  as  poBsiUe,  to  lemoye  it" 

The  reader  must  already  have  been  convinced  that  Episco- 
pius'  situation  v\  .is  ;i  very  precarious  one.  Suspicion,  jealousy, 
and  envy  were  constantly  on  the  alert  to  bring  him  into  dis- 
credit among  the  people,  and  neither  his  labours  in  the  uni- 
Tendtj,  nor  the  quiet  of  retirement  were  exempt  from  the  at- 
tacks of  enmity  and  bigotry,  as  the  following  case  wiU  prove. 

During  this  year,  says  Limborch,  there  intruded  upuu 
Episcopius,  first  two,  and  then  four  persons,  natives  of 
Flanders,  but  then  residing  at  Leyden,  who  unceremoniously 
and  abruptly  asked  him,  whether  he  had  declared  that  his 
▼iews  were  in  accordance  with  those  of  the  New  Jesuits, 
excepting  as  to  the  use  of  ceremonies,  and  the  doctrine  of 
transubstantiation."  Episcopuis  not  wishing  to  appeiii  rude 
to  these  persons,  by  refosing  to  reply  to  their  questions, 
answered,  certainly  not;  nevertheless,  I  am  free  to  say, 
that  on  the  subject  of  predestination,  I  accord  with  some  of 
the  Jesuits,  but  upon  all  other  points  relating  to  Popery,  I 
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bave  precisely  the  Baine  sentiments  as  the  Contra-Remon' 
strants.^  Could  it  have  been  thought,  that  a  matter  tike 
this,  so  trifling  in  itself,  would  ever  be  noticed  as  a  circum- 
stance of  a  very  grave  and  suspicious  character  ?  But  so  it 
was !  for  after  the  lapse  of  four  years,  it  was  made  the  occa- 
sion of  fixing  a  foul  calumny  upon  Episcopius,  which  was 
widely  spread  in  the  States  of  Holland,  through  the  medium 
of  pamphlets  and  other  publications ;  yea,  Rancius  did  not 
scruple  to  declare  from  the  pulpit  ai  Amsterdam,  "  that 
Episcopius  had  said  in  the  presence  of  eight  witnesses,  that 
he  held  the  same  doctrines  as  the  Jesuits,  and  that  while  he 
was  at  Antweip,  Brussels,  and  Louvain,  he  had  visited  them, 
and  had  been  upon  strict  terms  of  friendship  with  them ;  ^ 
and  other  assertions  of  a  similar  kind.  And  when  called 
upon  to  give  proofs  of  what  he  had  tlius  publicly  advanced, 
he  merely  referred  to  the  testimony  of  the  publications  al- 
ready alluded  to,  in  vindication  of  his  statements.  Shameful 
and  wanton  as  waa  aueh  conduct  of  this  wholesale  libeller, 
whose  insults  formerly  tended  to  hurry  Arminius  to  an  early 
grave,  it  was  only  the  prelude  to  fouler  attacks  upon  the 
character  and  opinions  of  the  subject  of  these  memoirs. 
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In  the  year  1013,  a  ciicmnstance  occurred  to  Episcopins, 
with  which  we  should  uoi  be  disposed  to  Iroubic  the  reader, 
were  it  not*  that  it  maj  sem  to  shew  Uie  state  of  party  feel- 
ing in  Holland  at  the  time  it  took  place.  Bebig  solicited 
by  his  brother  Egbert,  to  stand  sponsor  or  witness  at  the 
baptism  of  his  first  child,  but  apprehcndiog  that,  if  he  con- 
curred with  his  request,  be  might  be  auuoyed  by  Plancius 
tlie  minister  of  Amsterdam,  who  has  belbxe  been  named 
as  the  violent  opposer  of  Arminianism,  and  of  those  who 
had  embraced  it,  he  therefore  deemed  it  proper  to  decline 
all  en  (ling  ai  the  ceremony.  'I  hat  he  iiad  just  grounds 
for  believing  that  this  might  be  the  case,  a  statement  of 
the  following  fact^  as  it  took  place  with  Uitenbogaerdty 
will  sufficiently  prove.  This  gentleman,  being  present  as  a 
witness  on  the  occasion  of  the  baptism  of  his  8on*s  child, 

the  minister  Plaucnis,  instead  of  putting  the  question  to 
the  father  and  Uiteubogaerdt,  according  to  tlie  iormulary 
drawn  up  for  that  purpose  in  the  synod  of  1586,  which  asks, 
**  whether  they  did  not  acknowledge  the  doctrine  contained 
in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments^  and  in  the  articles  of  the 
Christian  faith,  and  accofdingly  taught  iu  Llic  C  lirisiian 
church,  to  be  the  complete  doctrine  of  salvation  he  artfully 
changed  the  question,  so  as  to  ask  them,  if  they  did  not 
acknowledge  that  the  doctrine  there  taught^  and  contained 
in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  in  the  articles  of  the 
Christian  faiih,  was  the  true  and  perfect  doctrine  of  salva- 
tion     Uitenbogaerdt,  not  aware  of  this  piece  of  trickery, 
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answered,  Yes.  Scarcely  had  he  got  out  of  tlie  church,  be- 
fore he  found  out  his  mistake,  in  as  much  as  he  was  laughed 
at  and  taunted  as  he  passed  through  the  streets,  as  being  an 
apostate  Remonstrant,  by  Plancius^  friends,  who,  instead  of 
being  checked  by  the  age,  the  talents,  and  the  station  of  this 
disting^shed  minister,  seemed,  on  the  contrary,  to  enjoy 
the  gpross  pleasure  that  this  artifice  had  afforded  them 
of  making  him  the  butt  of  their  indecent  jokes  and  mockery. 
This  venerable  man  complained  to  this  clergyman  of  his 
conduct,  as  he  also  did  to  the  magistrates,  the  latter  of  whom 
engaged  to  prevent  any  thing  of  the  kind  occurring  in  future. 

It  cannot  be  matter  of  surprise,  that  Episcopius  should 
feel  reluctant  to  place  himself  in  a  situation,  which  would 
render  him  liable  to  similar  attempts  at  deception ;  and 
he  could  not  be  persuaded  to  comply  with  the  request  of  his 
brother,  till  the  latter  promised  him  that  the  baptism  should  be 
deferred,  till  Plancius*  turn  for  preaching  had  passed,  and 
Heyden^s  should  commence,  who  was  considered  a  more  ami- 
able man  than  the  former,  and  had  always  made  use  of  the  for- 
mulary as  it  stood  in  the  book,  which  ought  to  be  used  on  the 
occasion.  The  way  appearing  tolerably  clear,  he  finally  con- 
sented to  be  present  at  the  ceremony,  and  went  to  the  church 
for  that  purpose.  After  the  sermon,  they  approached  the  font ; 
and  though  Heyden  must  have  been  aware,  that  the  magistrates 
had  declared  that  the  alteration  of  the  formulary  by  Plancius, 
in  the  case  of  Uitenbogaerdt,  should  not  be  allowed  again, 
yet  he  could  not  resist  the  inclination  he  felt  to  tease  the 
young  Remonstrant  professor,  seeing  that  he  had  him,  as  he 
thought,  in  his  power;  and  at  once  playing  the  part  of 
Plancius,  he  asked  him,  whether  he  did  not  own  all  that 
was  contained  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  in  the 
articles  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  what  was  tauf/ht  there, 
to  be  the  true  and  perfect  doctrine  of  salvation  ?"  After  all 
that  had  been  said  in  favour  of  Heyden,  and  of  his  using  the 
fonnular>'  without  varying  it,  Episcopius  was  not  so  put  off 
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hu  guard  by  it,  as  to  be  insensible  of  the  chtnge  he  had  made, 

and  therefore,  intending  to  avoid  the  dilemma  into  which 
T 'ilenbogaerdt  had  fallen,  took  care  to  answer  in  a  loud  tone, 
Yes! — but  as  it  is  expressed  in  the  fonuuiary,  that  has  the 
word  accordimglff  inserted  in  it**  So  said  his  brother,  and  some 
gentlenen  who  were  standing  by,  whom  thejr  did  not  know; 
addiny;,  iliuL  ihey  would  be  ai"  witness,  any  where  and  every 
where,  to  his  answer.  I  bis  was  too  much  for  ileydco,  who 
being  deteled  in  his  design,  kindled  into  anger,  and  began 
to  nae  Hie  most  abusive  language,  calling  him  a  bold,  pre- 
SQmptnens»  and  impudent  feUow.  Episcopius  merely  replied 
"  that  if  he  were  not  satisfied  with  the  answer  he  Lad  given, 
he  would  withdraw,  and  not  assist  at  the  baptism."  The 
eeremony,  however,  was  completed,  and  he  bowed  courte- 
ouely  to  Heyden  and  five  other  miniaters  who  were  present 
on  the  occasion,  but  they  refused  to  return  the  compliment 
These  gentlemen,  it  appears,  had  promised  themselves  a 
treat,  for  such  an  assembly  of  them,  it  is  remarked,  was 
quite  unusual  in  the  church,  but  being  grievously  disap- 
pointed at  Efdflcopius*  answer,  they  did  not  know  how  to 
su])})ress  their  chagrin  and  mortification.  Their  conduct, 
however,  acted  as  a  signal  to  the  people,  ol  llieir  disapproba- 
tion of  him,  and  following  the  hint,  they  furiously  as- 
sailed him  in  the  church  with  the  most  violmt  and  insulting 
language;  even  the  dog-whipper  seized  hold  of  him,  which 
was  witnessed  by  these  ministers  without  their  interference ; 
and  though  he  returned  to  the  place  where  they  were  stand- 
ing, for  the  purpose  of  justifying  himself,  they  only  treated 
him  with  acorn,  Indeed,**  says  he,  in  writing  to  Uitenbo- 
gaerdt,  and  giving  an  account  of  this  aMr,  when  I  went 
to  them  to  vindicate  myself,  and  i ndeavour  to  iiiducc  ihem 
to  allay  the  excitement,  1  found  them  in  such  a  temper,  that 
after  they  had  heard  me,  they  treated  me  as  rudely  as  the 
people  had  done,  who,  if  they  had  known  what  had  passed 
between  us,  would  have  used  us  much  worse  than  they  did. 
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buty  as  it  was,  they  saw  enough  to  eatisfj  them  that  thejliad 
the  ministere  on  their  side,  in  the  treatment  they  shewed  to 

me  and  my  friends,  and  they  fell  upon  us  mure  furiously 
than  before,  and  began  to  prepare  to  stone  us  as  we  got  into 
the  streets,  and  I  can  only  attribute  it  to  the  special  interfe- 
rence of  the  restraining  power  of  God,  that  we  were  not  se- 
riously hnrty  if  not  actnally  murdered  by  this  infuriated 
people." 

This  circumstance,  which  happened  on  the  second  of  AprD, 
excited  the  attention  of  the  magistrates  of  Amsterdam^  who^ 
on  the  following  day,  summoned  Episcopins  before  them,  not 
with  the  most  kindly  feelings,  in  order  that  they  might  make 
enquiries  into  this  affair,  supposuig  him  to  have  been  the 
occasion  of  the  late  tumult  This  was  done,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, at  the  suggestion  of  the  Amsterdam  ministers,  who 
were  so  much  opposed  to  him,  and  with  the  design  of  bring- 
icg  upon  him  the  displeasure  of  these  gentlemen,  who  had 
hitherto  been  his  friends  and  patrons.  When  he  appeared  in 
their  presence,  he  was  charged  by  them,  "as  having  acted  rery 
imprudently  in  going  to  the  baptism  of  his  brothers  child, 
after  he  knew  what  had  happened  to  Uitenbogaerdt  in  the 
same  circumstances,  inasmuch  as  he  might  have  supposed 
that  something  oi  a  similar  kind  woulcl  uccur  to  him,  and 
therefore  he  ought  to  have  gone  to  the  minister,  and  reques- 
ted him  to  use  such  a  formulary  as  he  could  have  answered 
to  without  any  scruples,  or  when  thus  interrogated,  it  had 
been  better  if  he  had  been  silent,  than  by  replying  as  he 
did,  be  the  occasion  of  so  much  tumult.*' 

To  these  remarks  Episcopius  said,  that  "  he  certainly 
thought  that  there  would  not  hare  been  a  recurrence  of  what 
took  place  in  the  case  of  Uitenbogaerdt,  for  the  following 
reasons: — ^first,  because  Plancius  had  been  reproved  for  it, 
both  by  the  magistrates  and  the  consistory,  which  must  have 
been  known  to  Heyden  i  and  secondly,  that  as  Heyden  was 
not  considered  to  be  so  captious  in  his  temper  as  Plancius^ 
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he  had  therefore  waited  till  it  was  his  turn  to  uiiiLiale 
at  the  public  service,  the  more  especially^  as,  siuce  the 
affiyr  of  Uitenbogaerdty  he  had  in? ariably  used  the  fonna- 
laiy  aa  it  stood  in  Ifae  books  appointed  to  be  osed  on  the 
occasion."    On  the  second  point,  he  obsenred,  suppose 
I  had  been  silent,  how  could  they  have  proceeded  with 
the  baptism  ?    Besides,  my  silence  would  have  been  inter- 
pneted  into  approvaL    The  &ct  is,  gentlemen^  I  could 
but  do  as  I  did|  for  bad  I  not  spoken,  then  they  would 
say  of  me  what  they  do  of  Uitenbogaerdt,  whom  tbey  call  a 
diniib  do^,  and  one  who  dare  not  speak  his  sentiments,  when 
an  opportunity  is  offered  to  him  for  that  purpose.  And, 
indeed,  I  am  not  ceitain  that  the  same  tumult  had  not 
taken  place  if  I  had  been  silent.*'     Be  it  so^**  it  was  replied, 
but  one  thing  is  certain,  that  the  way  in  which  yon  did 
answer  was  the  cause  of  its  taking  place."    "  Tnie,"  said 
£piscopiu8,    but  that  was  occasioned  by  Heyden's  not  ad- 
flutting  that  be  masnt  his  question  to  be  in  accordance  with 
the  printed  formulary."      But  pray,"  said  a  burgomaster, 
"  ought  you  to  expect  others  to  accommodate  their  senti- 
ments to  yours?  or  alterations  to  be  made  to  please  you?" 
"  Sir,"  said  £piscopius,     I  ask  for  none,  because  I  want 
none;  I  only  require  that  chauges  and  novelties  may  not  be 
imposed  upon  me.   I  do  not  wish  Heyden  to  do  any  thing 
against  his  consciciice,  but  by  the  same  rule  he  ought  to 
respect  mine,  and  to  have  presented  the  questiou  as  it  was 
agreed  upon  in  the  synod  of  1586,  and  printed  and  placed 
in  the  pulpit  for  general  use  on  such  occasions."  As  several 
of  the  burgomssters  sdll  insisted  that  he  ought  to  have  been 
silent,  he  said,  "  Gentlemen,  since  you  continue  to  assert 
that  J  ought  have  been  silent,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  hou- 
onrs,  whether  you  consider  the  answer  I  returned  to  Hoy- 
den's question  in  the  character  of  a  crime,  or  whether  a 
more  reasonable  or  Christian  reply  could  have  been  giyen, 
than  that  which  admitted  the  doctrine  taught  there  as  a  rc- 
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ibrmecl  cliuich,  to  be  true,  so  i'ar  as  it  was  iii  accordance 
with  the  word  of  God ;  and  as  this  was  my  meaniDg,  why 
shonld  an  answer  implying  Uii%  be  ocmeideoML  as  offensive 
and  wrong?  And  I  would  further  state,  that  I  do  admit 
Hist  doctrines  are  tangbt  there  which,  in  my  judgment,  are 
not  ill  Licc-ordimco  with  truth  ;  uevertheless  I  do  not  wish  it 
to  be  understood  that  I  intended  to  assert,  or  insinuate  by 
my  answer,  that  the  londamentals  of  Cfaiistianitj  ave  not 
taught  in  that  chnrch :  and  answer  the  qneation^  as  it  was 
proposed  to  me,  I  conld  not  with  satisftiction  to  my  con- 
science, without  such  a  limitation.'*  **  But,"  said  one  of 
the  burgomasters,  ^'  if  you  had  no  objection  to  what  was 
contained  in  the  catechism  or  doctrine  of  the  chnrch,  yon 
wonld  haye  found  no  difficulty  in  giving  your  answer  to  the 
qnestion  in  the  affinnatiTe."  To  this  Episeopins  replied, 
"  sir,  I  have  given  no  man  reason  to  say  that  I  have  any  ob- 
jection to  the  catechism ;  my  answer  did  not  regard  what 
is  contained  in  it,  but  what  is  tanght  in  that  church,  and 
surely  I  may  demur  at  the  particular  opinions  of  any  man 
or  number  of  men,  without  disavowing  the  catechism  or  funda- 
mental docirines  of  our  holy  religion.  There  is  an  essential 
difference  between  admitting  the  truth  of  what  is  contained 
in  the  ctftechism,  and  what  is  taught  by  those  who  arrogantly 
and  exdusiTely  wish  to  be  considered  as  being  oflhodoz."* 
One  of  the  burgomasters  then  said,  "  Heyden  declared 
he  did  not  l^now  tiiat  he  had  not  expressed  himself 
according  the  ibrmulary  of  1586; — and  moreover,  he  asserted 

•  The  Calvinisl  clergy  at  the  Synod  of  Dort,  iii  ahcring  the  forniulnry  u^ed 
at  tlic  baptism  of  infants,  took  care  so  to  t  onstract  it.  as  to  spcun-  uu  ;ulmis- 
sion  from  the  parents  ami  witnesses,  Ihut  what  was  taught  in  tiicir  rlmrches 
was  thr  trut'  and  pvrjert  doctrtnc  uf  suUatian,  as  will  be  seen  by  tlie  uimnoer 
in  which  it  was  worded  after  the  alteration.  The  second  qoestiou  of  Uic 
formulari  runs  tljus:— Qf|p  \jt  Irrrc  l>lf  in  1  <0Ui)t  tVitit  fiitUtM  d»» 

tamrnt,  nitir  in  Hf  flrtijrkrlrn  litfl  C|)ri8tfUrkrn  ©tloofs  trgrrpfn  ii.  trdst 
tn  t)r  <!Bf)ii!it£Urkr  Itnrke  alhier  grirrrt  Isort,  ntrt  tn  trfcmt  bofra^^ 
Ug(  tntit  bolftotnfne  Utn  titt  saligiicfit  tf  totttni 
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UmI  he  did  not  know  yoa.**  "ladeed,**  nid  £pi8coiiiii% 
**Ui0n  wliy  did  he  take  so  in  my  answer,  which,  ac> 

cording  to  this  statement,  must  be  considered,  iiol  only  as 
xeasonable,  but  in  perfect  confonni^  with  the  formulaiy  it- 
«elf.  And  as  to  his  not  knowing  that  sfipean  singnlar, 
te,  in  the  fixst  piaee^  heknew  I  was  in  town,  and,  second^, 
Imwbs  awaie  dial  tiie  haptism  was  soon  to  be  edelmted, 
and  he  might  suppose  that  I  should  be  present,  and  if  he 
did  not  know  me  he  ought  not  to  have  treated  me  thus. 
Bgsidaa^  as  lie  neirerbefoiB  proposed  the  qnestion  toany  per* 
son  in  an  attered  fona,  and  finm  the  aanmal  number  of 
mimsiew  pvesent,  I  conld  bat  think  that  the  whole  was  an 
arranged  plan  to  annoy  me.** 

The  magistrates  then  expressed  a  desixe  that  the  clergy 
wQidd  endearonr  to  adopt  msasmes  in  order  to  pvomote 
peace  and  unity  m  the  church;  to  which  Episcopins  repfied, 
''that  is  what  I  and  my  brethren,  who  entertain  similar 
Tiews  with  myself,  are  anxions  to  effect,  and  arc  willing 
to  follow  any  counsels  that  will  lead  to  it;  but  while  those 
of  opposite  opinioas  nse  the  inflammstory  langoage  in  the 
pnlpits  they  do,  this  is  not  to  be  expected*"  One  of  the 
gentlemen  then  said,  ^  we  wish  you  to  fargire  and  forget  the 
conduct  of  Heyden ; "   to  which  the  professor  answered, 

Gentlemen,  1  am  not  naturally  inclined  to  revenge,  and 
ftomt^natnieof  my  office  I  am  called  not  to  oheriah  it, 
and  am  fully  prepared  to  let  all  sospicion  go,  rather  than  re- 
tain it  in  direct  opposition  to  the  positive  declaration  of 
Heyden,  who  has  asserted  that  hv  did  not  designedly  treat 
me  thus.  This  chaxity  demands  of  me,  and  I  promise,  at 
the  same  time,  to  nse  my  efibrts  to  promote  the  peace  and 
weifiBe  of  our  g^rtherland.^  To  tiiis  the  magistrates  imam- 

*  We  have  deemed  it  right  to  leave  thi«  word  untranslated  ht  rc  and  in 
otlierptitsof  this  work,  as  it  has  been  borrowed  from  the  High  Dutch  or 
Qwnum,  and  nataralized  by  us.  Ix>rd  Byron  has  the  credit  of  being  the 
person  who  introduced  it  into  nur  laognige,  though  Mr  Montgomoiy  of 
ShoAeld  bad  done  it  long  before  him. 
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moody  replied,  ''that  indeed  will  be  acting  a  just  and  good 
part;*'  which  being  said,  Episcopius  bowed  and  took  his 
departore. 

Thus  ended  the  matter  willi  the  magistrates  and  the  min' 
iaters;  not  so  with  the  populace,  who  had  been  excited  to 
treat  Episcopius  with  violence,  from  the  conduct  they  had 
seen  manifested  towaids  him  by  the  clergy  at  the  baptism. 
Hence  Limborch  states,  that  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day  in  which  he  had  this  interview  with  the  burgomasters, 
as  he  was  walking  in  the  churchj  a  blacksmitli  accosted  him 
with  the  most  abusiTe  language,  exclaiming,  Is  not  this 
the  distttrber  of  the  church  ?**  hb  wife  joining  in  the  same 
abusive  tone  also,  said,  Such  fellows  ought  to  be  sent 
to  the  Rasp-House."  Towards  the  evening,  Episcopius 
passed  the  house  of  this  man,  in  company  with  the  burgo- 
master, Vender  Werf  of  Leyden,  when  he  again  shouted 
after  him,  ^  Well  Simon,  so  thou  art  a  professor,  and  I  must 
have  thee  for  my  guide,"  with  similar  expressions,  and 
when  he  saw  Episcupius  disregarded  them,  he  was  so  filled 
with  rage  that  he  seized  hold  of  a  piece  of  red  hot  iron,  and 
ran  after  him  like  a  fury,  and  had  he  not  escaped  by 
running  swifter  than  the  fellow,  it  is  most  likely  he  would 
have  been  killed  by  him;  and  yet  this  was  done  in  the  bight 
of  several  persons,  without  any  being  disposed  to  prevent 
this  man  from  executing  his  furious  purpose.  So  hx  had 
the  clamonr  excited  against  him  by  the  ministers  operated 
to  the  destruction  of  every  kindly  feeling  towards  him, 
amongst  the  people  of  his  native  city. 

Insigniiicant  as  this  affair  may  appear  to  the  reader,  yet, 
at  the  time,  it  was  deemed  of  such  importance,  that  Win- 
wood,  James'  ambassador  in  Holland,  who  in  his  diplomatic 
character  seems  to  have  been  wholly  or  chiefly  occupied  in 
reporting  the  squubljles  of  lliese  divines,  transmitted  an 
account  of  it  to  the  king,  that  he  miglit  be  made  acquaiuted 
with  the  whole  of  the  busmess.    We  are  not  disposed  to 
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adopt  the  sweeping  censures  of  certain  writers,  relative  to  the 
unkingly  condoct  of  this  monarch  in  his  polemical  career,  for 
thongh  it  18  admitted  that  there  might  be  much  that  was 
bUuneaUe  in  it,  yet  an  apology  can  be  found  for  him  in  the  cir- 
cumstance of  his  lja\  ing  been  early  called  to  mix  with  the 
debates  of  divines,  from  the  influence  the  clergy  possessed 
in  the  eonntiy  he  had  just  left }  *  still,  however,  he  was  not 
the  perMm  to  inteilere,  and  aibitrate  on  these  matters  be* 
tween  the  two  contending  parties.  11c  was  too  much  the 
creature  of  the  accident  of  the  nioment,t  and  oscillating  be- 
tween opposing  influences,  he  was,  at  one  moment,  won  by 
the  Remonstrants,  and  the  next,  appeared  as  their  decided 
enemy.  This  singnlar  versatility  in  James*  condnct  wlU  ap- 
pear from  I  statement  of  facts  as  they  existed  at  the  time. 
At  home,  and  near  the  car  of  this  monarch,  was  Abbot, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  This  man  was  a  rigid  Caivinist, 
and  eonseqvently  an  opponent  of  those  who  adopted  the 
sentiments  of  the  Remonstrants.  Winwood,  who,  during  hia 
residence  at  the  Hague,  appears  to  have  acted  as  the  creatnre 
of  the  Archbishop,  encouraged  the  Gomarist  divines  to  detail 
aU  their  grievances  to  him,  and  he  as  readily  forwarded  them 
to  the  bishop,  or  directly  to  James,  who  so  hi  forgot  him- 
self, as  actnally  to  stand  opposed  to  the  anthorities  of  Hol- 
land, and  foster  the  relx  llious  proceedings  of  these  divines 
and  their  adherents,  so  as  to  shackle  the  hands  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  dictate  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  in  a  way 
that  was  deeply  mortifying  to  them,  as  has  been  stated  in 
the  note  at  page  109.  They  had,  however,  no  remedy,  bnt 
to  endeavour  to  conciliate  him,  "  and  for  that  purpose,"  says 
Le  Vassor,  "  Uitetibogaerdt  and  those  of  his  party  were 
careful  to  manage  their  interest  in  Englaud,  and  deface  the 
bad  inipression  which  his  Britannic  majesty  had  received  of 
their  doctrine  and  persons.   It  was  much  their  interest  to 

•  See  Sir  Walter  Scott's  History  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii.  p.  366. 
t  Nosmt't  Lifo  of  Hunpd«n  and  his  TinM.— ToL  i.  p.  23. 
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withdraw  from  tbeir  adversaries  the  support  they  expected 
from  Jtmet  the  First,  and  aa  Winwood  had  ancceeded  in  pre- 
IpoMeannghia  againii  the  jRemeoatmitaiBiid  the  AiehfaialKip 
of  Canteilniiy  endeaTOvred  to  nfiane  the  king's  miimkj^ 
therefore,  Uitenbogaerdt  and  the  rest  resolved  to  con- 
front the  Archbishop  with  doctors  and  prelates  distin- 
gvshed  by  their  nerit  in  £iiglaiidy  and  above  all,  with  the 
leanied  Caaanboiy*  Ibr  wlim  tfaia  monaick  had  a  paitaevlar 
esteem.  His  majesty  had  embraced  CslvinTe  eyiuiea  of  pie^- 
destination,  rather  throng] i  ihe  prejudices  of  his  education, 
than  by  reason  and  study ;  upon  which  account  Casaubon 
and  the  lest  ^Nmd  no  great  diffieol^  in  penoading  him  to 
bear  wliat  Ihey  had  to  mj  in  belialf  of  the  Bemonstnnts 
in  Holland.  The  latter  made  their  adraa^ge  of  this 
lucky  minute.  They  transmitted  to  Caron,  ambassador  of 
the  States  General  at  London,  a  memorial  containing  an 
accurate  descrifrtioii  of  the  trae  state  of  the  questtooa  in  dia» 
pote  between  them  and  their  admsaiies.  The  nemoiial 
was  read  to  the  king^  and  he  was  satisfied  wtdi  it  Nay, 
his  majesty  wrote  to  the  States  of  Holland,  that  his  opinion 
waSy  that  they  should  give  toleration  to  the  Kemonstrants. 
The  king's  latter  vexed  the  Contra-RemooBtranIa  aughtiiy» 
•but  did  not  entirely  unhinge  tlieak  They  aentpfrrately  ama^ 
morial  to  England,  to  persuade  the  long  that  his  mligioii 
was  imposed  upon."  In  this  letter  they  attacketl  ihu  Stales 
of  Holland  iu  the  most  outrageous  manner ;  and  though  the 
king  was  displeased  at  their  conduct  in  defiuniag  thek  rokn, 

*  This  eminent  man  was  born  at  Genem,  in  the  year  1559.  He  ^as 
chosen  Profe?sfir  of  Greek,  when  only  twfiity -three  ytars  of  nc^e.  He  sub- 
aeqnently  ri'iiK}\ cd  to  I'aris,  and  though  a  protectant,  ho  was  a]>p()int<*d 
librarian  to  Henry  the  Fonrth.  After  the  assassmalum  of  that  priiac  by 
the  monk  Ravilliac,  he  come  to  England,  where  he  was  kindly  received,  and 
Jauic!  settled  a  considerable  pension  wpon  hira,  and  c^ave  him  a  prebend  in 
Westminster,  and  anotlier  in  Canterbury.    H«   'liud  this  very  year,  1614, 

and  was  intincd  in  We^tmiiistt  i  abbey,  where  a  monument  was  erected  to 
him.    He  was  a  prolouod  U  reek  scholar. 
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yet  the  iiemonstranU,"  sajs  Brandt,  fearing  that  be  miglU 
be  stin  won  to  the  Contf^ReMMtnuit  party,  by  the  mim- 
praentattoos  of  Wlnwood  aadtlM  AxcUbishop  of  Caatotbuy, 

eDdearoured  to  obviate  the  restless  efforts  of  the  clergy  of 
Holland,  wlio  kept  np  a  correspondence  with  certain  divines 
in  England,  and  determined  to  make  uae  o£  the  Heer  Hugo  de 
Gioot,  adrocate-fiscai  of  Holland,  who  was  then  in  Enf^and, 
about  some  affidis  of  the  East  India  Company,  in  snpport 
of  their  interests,  and  who  was  in  great  esteem  with  all  tlie 
learned  men  in  that  island,  upon  the  fame  of  his  wondcriul 
genius,**  The  States  of  Holland,**  writes  Le  Vaisar,  ''had 
«  nnnd  that  so  kaned  a  man  abonld  entiiely  nndeoeire  the 
king  of  Ofeat  Britain,  and  confer  npon  the  fire  coninwerted 
articles  with  the  bisliops  and  most  learned  divines  of  Eng- 
land. Grotius  foQnd  that  the  bishop  of  Ely,  the  dean  of  St. 
Faal*s  at  London,  Casanboni  and  sevend  others,  wen  alasost 
of  the  same  opinion  with  the  Arannians,  npon  the  points  of 
grace  and  piedestination.  AH  of  them  gare  him  a  ftmav 
able  reception,  excepting  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
who  was  always  prepossessed  against  the  Remonstrants, 
and,  fay  eonseqnenoe,  against  Giotins,  who  defended  them 
with  all  his  mi^t.  He  had  sereial  andieneea  of  the  king^ 
who  franldy  acknowledged  that  he  thought  the  sentimenls  of 
Calvin  and  Beza  very  harsh,  and  that  according  to  their 
h^-pothesis,  God  would  be  the  author  of  sin.  'Nevertheless,* 
said  the  king  to  GrotittSy  ^  if  ye  would  hare  me  to  entertain 
a  better  opinion  of  Uitenbogaiefdt  and  the  Bemonslia&ts,  ye 
must  ftrst  persuade  me  that  these  people  have  no  inclinfition 
to  bocinianism.*  Grotius  gave  Uitenbogaerdt  to  know  what 
his  majesty  thought  of  bim  and  the  rest  of  his  par^.  Wheie- 
npon,  this  minisler,  by  Grodafl^  advke,  wrote  a  letter  to 
Casanbon,  to  be  shewn  to  the  king.  The  king  was  yeiy 
well  satisfied  with  every  thing  in  this  k  llL  i  excepting  this, — 
that  he  spoke  too  respectfully  of  Vorstius. '  But  though  the 
Remonstrants  were  thus  successiiil  in  <^taining  the  £sTour  of 
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James  at  this  lime,  ibis  versatile  monarch  was  subsequently 
gained  to  the  Contra -RcmonstraDt  side,  and  not  onljr  ga?e 
bis  sanction  to,  but  ibrwarded  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
to  ore  rifpd  Calvinistic  paitj,  in  bringing  about  tbe  synod  of 
Dort,  by  whose  decisions  the  Remonstrant  mimslers  were 
banished  from  their  country,  and  iheir  liuckb  exposed  to  tiie 
most  cruel  and  unreientiDg  persecution.* 

We  shall  npw  resume  Limborch*s  narretiTei  in  which  he 
states^  that  in  the  year  I6I49  Episcopins  commenced  his 
excellent  comment  on  the  first  epistle  of  St  John.  Long  be^ 
fore  this  work  was  published,  several  unfavourable  reports 
had  been  spread  concerning  it;  and  amongst  the  persons 
who  contributed  to  circulate  them,  was  the  professor  John 
Hoombecky  who  hesitated  not  to  assert,  both  in  public  com- 
panies, and  afterwards  in  certain  works  that  he  published, 
that  the  lectures  delivered  by  Episcopius  in  the  university 
of  Leydcn,  on  the  first  epistle  of  John,  were  a  mere  repeti- 
tion of  Socinus'  comment  on  the  same  epistlej  and  though 
this  could  not  be  fuUj  seen  at  present,  yet  so  soon  as  they 
were  made  public,  he  had  no  doubt  but  his  statements  would 
be  found  to  be  correct.  But  what  was  the  astonishment  the 
public  afterwards  manifested,  when,  during  the  life  of  the 
said  professor,  I,  says  Limborch,  published  this  exposition,  in 
which  it  was  found,  that  instead  of  its  being  a  republicatioa 
of  Sodnui^  notes,  it  was  not  only  nmch  more  extensiTe  and 
rich  in  its  composition,  but  likewise  loully  diH\;r<jiil  to  its 
matter,  and  actually  contained  several  selections  from  tbe 
comment  of  Socinus,  for  the  purpose  of  being  refuted  by 
£piscopiu8,  which  he  had  done  in  the  most  able  and 
masterly  manner.  This  fact  alone  will  prove  to  the  reader 
the  feelings  of  some  persons,  who^  in  reiatiou  to  the  subject 

*  "nMeondemnationof  Aminianism  at  the  Synod  uf  Dort,i&  prindjMkUy 
to  be  attrilnited  to  Jimcs  |  whilst,  tvith  an  inconsUtency  wUeh  it  will  ba 
dtfienlt  lo  defend,  ha  inoteeted  the  Anninian  partj  in  hit  own  Uagdon.*^ 
14f9^anrH.  WuUtm,     ttme  ifalfoii,  p.  ItS. 
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of  these  memoirs,  were  delerminecly  whether  true  or  mitmei 
to  make  it  out  that  he  waa  a  heretic,  and  consequently  that 
they  were  justified  in  treating  him  as  sneb. 

The  Latin  translator,  who  has  made  several  additions 
to  the  Dutch  copy  of  Limborch's  memoirs  of  Episcopius, 
with  the  design  of  giving  a  more  extended  view  of  the  eccle- 
siastical history  of  the  Low  Countries,  has  here  inserted  an 
extract  of  an  ordinance  published  this  year,  by  the  States  of 
Holland,  designed  to  compose  the  dissensions  which  tlien 
existed  amongst  the  clergy  and  the  people,  in  relation  to  the 
points  in  dispute  between  the  Remonstrants  and  Contra-Re- 
monstrants.  We  shall  give  it  as  it  is  presented  by  the  Latin 
editor,  with  a  slight  addition  firom  Brandt,  who  also  gives  a 
copy  of  the  above  ordinance  or  rcsolntion.  It  \\  as  drawn  up 
by  Grotius,  and  careluUy  examined  by  the  States,  word  by 
word,  and  every  thing  studiously  avoided,  that  was  thought 
likely  to  be  offensiTe  to  the  high  Calnnistic  party.  It  was 
then  published  with  a  preamble  to  the  following  efibet: — 
**We,  making  use  of  the  authority  wliich  Ifclongs  to  us  as 
lawful  sovereigns,  pursuant  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  ex- 
amples of  kings,  princes,  and  commonwealths,  that  have  em- 
braced the  relbimation  of  religion,  have  recommended,  and  do 
by  these  presents  reeommond,  that  all  and  every  one  shsll  se- 
riously reflect  upon  St.  Paul's  exhortation,  not  to  ihink  of 
himsel/'  more  highly  than  he  ought  to  think^  hut  to  think  jo- 
herljfj  acccrdrng  as  CM  hoik  deoH  to  every  nuin  the  measure 
qf/aUhs  and  upon  what  the  Holy  Scripture  teaches  us  in 
severs!  other  places,  as,  'that  our  salvation  cometh  from 
God  alone,  but  that  we  ourselves  are  the  cause  of  our  own 
destruction;*  and  consequently,  that  the  explanation  of 
these  subjects,  by  the  ministersy  should  be  such  as  to  im- 
plant in  the  minds  of  the  people  and  good  commnnitiea  upon 
all  occasions,^*  that  the  beginning,  middle,  and  end  of  our 
salvation,  and  particularly  our  faith,  is  not  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  natural  strength  and  operation  of  man,  but  only  to  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


IfiO  CHAPTRIl  Yf. 

undeserved  grace  of  God,  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Saviour; — that 
Almighty  God  has  made  no  man  fur  perdition, — cumpeiled 
none  to  wn, — nor  does  invite  any  one  to  salvation  to  whom  he 
has  absolutely  decreed  not  to  grant  it*  And  although  it  be 
the  custom  (which  we  siBow)  in  the  universities,  among  the 
learned,  and  those  who  art'  iiiiiiisiers  of  God's  holy  word,  lo 
oonfer  and  dispute  in  a  friendly  manner,  in  their  assemblies 
with  each  other,  about  the  meaning  of  certain  passages  in 
scripture,  relating  to  the  said  doctrine  of  predestination  and 
the  points  depending  on  it ;  in  doing  which  there  may  hap- 
pen a  diversity  of  sentiments,  as  has  also  happened  both  in 
ancient  and  modem  times,  among  leanied  and  godly  men; 
yet  do  we  not  think  fit  that  these  difficult  controveraiesi  from 
whence,  contraiy  to  our  orders  and  intentions,  absurd  and  ex- 
travagant interpretations  have  arisen,  should  be  vented  pub- 
licly, or  iu  the  pulpit,  or  in  any  other  manner,  spread  among 
the  common  people.  Nor  will  we  ever  endure,  that  those  min* 
isters  be  molested,  who  go  no  further  in  preachuag  or  profes- 
sing, than — *that  God  Ahnigfaty  has,  from  all  eternity,  accor- 
ding to  his  good  pleasure,  founded  on  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord 
and  Saviour,  elected  to  eternal  salvation,  those  who,  through 
the  unmerited  grace  and  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  do 
believe  on  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  persevere  to  the  end  in  the 
same  frdth,  through  the  like  immerited  grace.*  And  on  the 
contrary, — *  that  God  has  rejected  to  destruction,  those  who 
will  not  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  persevere  in  the  same 
imbelief  to  the  end or  that  they  shall  be  obliged  to  preach 
ov  enter  deeper  Into  these  mysteries;  the  said  doctrines 
being  sufficient^  as  we  think,  far  salvation  and  Christian 

edilication." 

The  Dutch,  before  they  published  this  edict,  sent  it  over 
to  King  James  for  his  examination,  whose  approval  of  it 
Casanbon  thus  stated  in  a  letter  to  Grotiua.  The  manner 
in  which  it  is  conceived,  appears  to  the  king  and  others  to 

be  eqtially  removed  from  the  two  opposite  extremes  of  Maui- 
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dman  and  Pdagiaaaim.  The  noeeesitj  of  grace  is  thertin 
eatabliflliedy  without  enoooragiag  Temiatness  and  iieg^g«Dce 

in  good  works.** 

''This  testimoDy  of  James'  approval  of  tliis  edict,"  says 
Le  Yasser,  "  greatly  eiiiaged  the  Contra-Remonstrants,  and 
tliej  endea^oofed  to  neatiaHze  its  eSbcUf  by  producing  let^ 
lera  from  England,  impovting  that  neither  the  king,  nor  the 
persons  of  the  highest  dignity  in  the  Church  of  England,  did 
approve  of  the  edict  and  conduct  of  the  States  of  Holland. 
However,  the  testimony  of  Casaobony  who  had  himaelf  dis- 
conzaed  with  the  king  and  the  prelates  upon  the  aubjeoty 
seems  pfefeiahle  lo  the  anonymous  letters  alleged  by  the 
Contra-Remonstrants.  This  edict,  coiiccrtud  with  so  much 
care,  for  giving  all  parties  satisfaction,  was  so  far  from  lay- 
ing the  storm  that  had  continued  so  long,  that  it  grew  more 
violent  than  before.  Some  of  the  Contra-Benionatnait  min- 
isters published  books  to  persuade  the  people,  that  they 
ought  not  to  submit  to  tlie  edict.  They  publicly  arraigned 
the  States  for  favouring  popery,  and  introducing  an  impious 
doctrine  into  the  United  Provinces.  Uiteubogaerdt  wrote  in 
deliBnee  of  the  edict,  but  the  Contra-Remonstrants  persisted 
in  their  opposition  to  it,  and  resolyed  to  have  no  more  com* 
munion  with  the  Remuustrauts,  and  had  their  meetings  apart 
in  several  places."* 

Although  the  perpetual  opposition  Episcopins  met  with 
fiom  the  Contm-BeBMinstrBnt  dergy^  must  have  been  a 
source  of  great  annoyance  to  him,  yet  it  was  alleviated  by  the 
circumstance  of  his  being  greatly  esteemed,  and  his  extra- 
ordinary  talents  as  a  preacher  held  in  high  consideration,  by 
the  more  respectable  dassea  of  the  community.  This  wiU 
appear  from  the  &ct  of  the  magistrates  of  Leyden  having 
deliberated,  in  the  year  1615,  upon  the  propriety  of  request- 
ing him  to  take  upon  himself  the  usual  duties  of  the  min- 
istiy»  that  ia»  by  reguhirly  preaching  in  their  city  on  the  sab* 

•  Le  Vassor,  part  ii.  p.  23. 
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bath  day.  This  was  a  very  unusual  request,  and  one  for  which 
the  magistrates  had  no  precedent,  as  the  duties  of  the  college 
were  generally  supposed  to  furnish  sufficient  employment 
for  the  person  who  was  called  to  sustain  the  office  of  theolo- 
gical professor.  Nevertheless,  these  civic  authorities  deem- 
ed it  proper  to  make  the  proposal  to  him,  and  he  was  ac- 
cordingly sent  for,  and  in  the  presence  cf  these  gentlemen 
was  informed  of  their  wish,  by  the  pensionary  of  the  city. 
In  answer  to  this  request,  the  professor  expressed  himself 
as  being  willing  to  oblige  them,  but  intimated,  at  the 
same  time,  his  fears  as  to  the  practicability  of  complying 
with  their  wishes,  and  for  the  following  reasons : — first, 
that  his  academical  duties  and  engagements  were  so  numer- 
ous, as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  his  preaching  regularly 
in  common  with  the  other  ministers  who  were  not  so  occu- 
pied. And,  secondly,  he  feared  that  his  compliance  with 
their  request,  would  expose  him  to  the  disapprobation  of 
certain  other  cities,  and  especially  of  the  Flemish  consistory, 
which  had  frequently  urged  him  to  assist  them  in  the  same 
way,  and  to  which  he  had  invariably  given  a  denial.  And, 
thirdly,  if  it  were  seen  that  he  could  thus  frequently  preach, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  discharge  the  duties  of  his  professor- 
ship, he  had  reason  to  apprehend,  from  what  had  already 
come  under  his  notice,  that  he  should  be  annoyed  by  fre- 
quent applications  to  supply  other  churches.  But  whilst  he 
thus  declined  engaging  to  discharge  the  reg^ar  duties  of  the 
ministry,  nevertheless,  he  stated  his  readiness  to  assist  his 
brethren,  on  their  application  to  him,  or  to  preach  at  any 
time  when  the  magistrates  might  deem  it  proper  to  call 
upon  him  so  to  do ;  but  beyond  that,  unless  it  could  be 
shewn  that  there  was  absolute  necessity  for  it,  or  they  per- 
emptorily required  it  of  him,  he  must  beg  leave  to  say,  that 
he  could  not  promise  to  comply  with  their  request.  The 
pensionary  then  said,  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates, 
that  although  they  certainly  were  anxious  that  he  should 
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reguhrly  preach  in  their  city,  yet  they  would  by  no  means 

nrge  it  upon  him,  in  direct  opposition  to  his  wishes  and  feel- 
ings nevertheless,  as  lie  had  promised,  he  did  very  fre- 
quently preach,  not  only  in  Xicyden,  but  likewise  in  several 
neigfahoafiag  places,  to  the  great  satialaction  of  many  of  the 
people. 

But  while,  as  we  have  already  intimated,  these  indications 
of  the  ai)probati()n  of  the  more  respectable  classes  of  his 
countrymen  must  have  been  pleasing  to  Episcopius,  and  have 
enabled  him  to  bear  np  against  the  tide  of  opposition  that  set 
in  against  him,  from  the  more  bigoted  of  the  Cal?ini8t  clergy, 
yet  the  reader  must  have  been  cooTinced,  before  this  time, 
that  his  siLualioii  was  far  from  being  pleasing,  in  consequence 
of  the  iucessant  attacks  of  these  violent  spirits.  An  instance 
we  ha?e  now  to  advance^  wiU  shew  the  joatice  of  tiiis  state- 
ment.  Doring  the  college  recess  of  this  year,  which  took 
place  in  August,  he  deemed  it  right  to  occupy  the  vacant 
period,  in  taking  a  trip  lu  I'aris,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the 
French  capital.  While  staying  there,  he  unexpectedly  met 
with  the  minister  Cloppenbnrg,  who,  it  appears,  was  as  much 
nnaeqamnted  with  fipiscopios*  visit  to  Ftois,  as  the  latter 
was  of  the  former  being  in  that  city.  The  moment  he 
saw  this  man,  well  knowing  his  virulent  temper,  and  sus- 
picious disposition,  he  at  once  predicted,  that  he  would  seek 
io  make  his  visit  to  France  an  occarion  of  Tenting  his  ill  hu- 
mour, by  snrmising  some  evil,  as  to  the  design  of  his  journey, 
and  cijry  home  an  injurious  report  of  him.  And  so  deeply 
ivas  he  impressed  with  these  anticipations,  that  he  could  not 
forbear  staling  them  to  the  Kev.  Jason  van  By  land,  chap- 
lain to  the  embassy  of  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  the  States 
Genetal  to  the  court  of  France,  who  was  in  company  with 
him  when  he  met  Cloppenburg.  As  he  anticipated,  so  the 
event  actually  took  place,  and  pitjvc  d  ihe  correctness  of  Ids 
conjecture,  as  will  appear  from  the  subsequent  proceedings 
of  this  man.   Scarcely  had  £pi8copiuB  returned  to  Holland, 

L 


Digitized  by  Google 


164 


CHAPTER  VI. 


he  Ibuiiid  that  certain  penons  began  to  tttter  strange  aur- 
iniaea  aa  to  the  object  of  his  journey.   Flaaoioa,  his  old 

tonnentor,  judging  this  to  be  a.  favourable  opportunity  for 
attacking  him^  did  not  scruple  to  rumour  it  abroad,  that  he 
had  been  in  constant  comspondence  with  the  Jesuits, 
and  especially  with  Peter  Cotton,*  the  most  distinguished 
of  theai,  he  being  confessor  to  Loois  the  Thirteenth;  and 
that  the  object  of  his  communications  with  these  per- 
sons, was  of  a  character  most  traitorous  to  his  country,  and 
iiginibna  to  the  reformed  religion.  He  further  declared,  that 
he  had  conatantly  aroided  the  presence  of  the  miuater 
Peter  du  Moulin.  Other  persons,  influenced  by  the  same 
feelings  towards  Episcopius,  gave  another  version  of  this 
part  of  the  report,  and  said  that  this  minister,  aware  of  his 
dangeionaand  treacherona  proceedings^  in  holding  clandea* 
tine  eonrespondence  with  peraons  lirho  were  the  enemiea 
of  his  coontry  and  the  refermed  religion,  refbsed  to  allow 
him  to  be  introduced  to  him.  And  although  the  malig- 
nity and  groBsness  of  these  statements  were  such  as  to  lead 
one  to  aiqppoaey  that  they  would  haye  prerented  their  recep^ 
lion  amongst  the  Dutch,  neverthdess,  they  were  widdy  di^ 
culated,  and  likely  to  be  rery  injurious  to  him.  Never, 
as  the  reader  will  believe,  was  calumny  more  foul  and 
false,  for  during  Episcopius'  stay  in  Farisy  he  never  saw 
Cottcot  the  celebrated  Jesuit,  but  by  chance^  and  that  waa^ 
as  he  was  leaving  the  king,  and  stepping  into  his  coadL 
With  regard  to  the  minister  Du  Moulin,  he  had  twice  gone 
to  his  house,  for  the  purpose  of  waiting  upon  him,  but  on 
both  occasions  that  gentleman  was  irom  home, 

^  ^flOQldlagto  tbe  cditon  of  the  NMwen  Dietummbm  BiMsriflw.  ^  n 
fjdmfi^k  4  Jscosr  (l«  Hwmri  IV,,  k  It  pri^re  da  fiunenx  lmii§idhm qn*U 
ppHt  converti.  Le  roi,  satitfiUt  de  son  esprit,  ainsi  que  de  ses  mcenn  et  de 
M  oonrertatibllf  lui  confia  sa  conscience.'' — "  Apr^s  la  mort  4  jamais  d6plo- 
^  nlile  de  m  gmnd  prince,  CsMeii  Ait  oonfeMMr  de  iMit  XilL  wm  file.**  ilr. 
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Although  Episoopittft  would  undoubtedly,  so  far  as  le- 

garded  bis  own  feelings,  look  upon  ibis  report,  and  those 
who  originatctl  it,  in  thv  way  the  whole  affair  merited,  yet 
as  be  was  quite  aware  that  the  parties  who  had  recourse  to 
such  a  proceeding  to  Injure  him,  calculated  upon  its  effects 
oil  those  for  whom  it  bad  been  contriTed,  that  is  to  eaj,  the 
mob,  he  deemed  it  right  to  adopt  measures,  which  would  at 
once  extinguish  the  report,  and  discomfit  his  adversaries. 
He  theiefore  wrote  to  the  minister,  Jason  van  Bylaud,*  say- 
ing thai  the  £Mura  he  had  stated  to  him^  when  he  met  Clop- 
penborg,  bid  been  realized,  as  to  the  pcobabilitj  of  this  man 
endeavnui  iii|j:  t  o  make  his  visit  to  Paris  an  occasion  of  ren- 
dering him  suspected  with  the  people ;  and  detailing  to  him, 
at  the  same  time,  the  character  of  the  reports  which  were 
spmid  through  Hdlaiid  by  his  means,  and  those  who  adopted 
them,  be  requested  him  to  Ibmish  him  with  a  letter  exculpa- 
tory of  his  cundiict,  and  thus  clear  him  of  the  charges  alleged 
against  him.  This  Byland  most  readily  did.  Episcopius 
deemed  it  proper  likewise  to  inform  the  ambassador  of  the 
malignaat  proceedings  of  those  in  Holland  against  him,  on 
account  of  his  visit  to  France,  who  readily  furnished  him 
w  ith  the  follow  iiig  letter,  under  bis  own  band,  to  which  he 
ajipended  the  seals  of  his  office  i-— 

'^WSyOBBBON  van  den  Bobtsblbr  and  Aspbbbn,  Babon 
eC  Lavgbuok,  Lonn  of  Nbwfort,  Cabnis,  &c.,  Ambassa- 
dor from  the  High  and  Migljty  Lords,  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Netherlands  to  the  Court  of  France, — ^having 
understood  from  certain  letters  sent  from  Holland  to  our 
chaplain,  the  Rev.  Jason  van  Byland,  that  some  malicious 
and  lying  persons  residing  there,  have  declared  and  caused 
it  to  be  publicly  reported,  that  thu  venerable  and  learned 
Episcopius,  professor  of  theology  in  the  University  of  Ley- 

•  Episcopias'  letter  to  Byland  Is  to  l>e  found  in  the  folio  edition  of  the 
iBJpiitol*  £ccImmmKc«  el  Tk«4o^'«,  p.  414,  sod  the  one  to  the  ambuisdor 
at  p.  4IS. 


Digitized  by  Google 


166 


CHAPTBR  VI 


den,  who  iu  the  month  of  August  last  was  visiting  Paris, 
did,  during  his  stay  in  this  city,  fonn  an  acquaintance  with 
Bone  Jesuitiy  and  especially  with  Peter  Cott<»i,  with  whom 
he  held  a  secret  correspondence,  the  design  of  which  was 

fraught  witli  danger  to  our  country ;  and,  moreover,  that  ihc 
aforesaid  Professor  Episcopius  did  evade  and  shun  the 
presence  and  company  of  Peter  du  Moulin:  we,  therefore^ 
deeming  it  our  duty,  in  defence  of  the  truth,  and  to  vindi- 
cate the  character  and  fame  of  the  aforesaid  Episcopius, 
from  all  base  suspicions  and  foul  calumnies,  do  testify,  with 
a  clear  conscience,  to  all  and  every  one  who  shall  see  these 
our  lettm  patent,  or  hear  them  read,  that  these  mmomB 
are  ftlse  and  slanderous ;  and  that  this  same  gentleman 
never  did  associate  with  any  Jesuits,  Papists,  Monks,  or 
any  oUier  persons  attached  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  acted  most  circumspectly  and  prudent- 
ly, and  scrupled  even  to  visit  any  of  their  churches  and  col- 
leges, which  our  chaplain  the  Bev.  Jason  van  Byland  can 
witness,  who  was  his  constant  attendant  during  his  short 
stay  in  Paris.    And  we  further  declare,  that  so  far  from 
Episcopius  evincing  reluctance  to  go  to  the  house  of  Peter 
^u  Moulin,  and  avoiding  the  possibility  of  an  interview  with 
that  minister,  he,  on  the  contrary,  did  twice,  in  company 
with  our  chaplain,  go  to  the  house  of  that  gentleman,  but  on 
both  occasions  he  was  disappointed  m  nut  meeting  wiiii  him 
at  home.  And  when  he  was  subsequently  informed,  that  we 
bad  invited  the  minister  Du  Moulin  to  dine  with  us,  he  greatly 
rejoiced  at  the  circumstance,  hoping  thus  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  him.    But  in  this  instance,  being  the  thiitl 
he  was  also  disappointed,  in  as  much  as  on  the  day  appoint- 
ed for  him  to  wait  upon  us,  an  unexpected  circumstance 
happened,  which  prevented  his  complying  with  our  invita- 
tion ;  and  as  the  period  had  arrived  for  Episcopius  to  take 
his  departure,  to  which  he  was  iiiutl  especially  induced  by 
the  intestine  commotions  that  then  existed  in  this  city,  he  was 
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under  the  necessity  of  returning  home  without  seeing  him. 
In  attestation  of  the  truth  and  validity  of  these  presents,  we 
affix  OUT  signatme  and  the  seal  of  oor  arms  and  office^  this 
sixtbof  November^  1615.  Undenigned, 

Gbdbon  ^an  den  Bobtsblbr  and  Aspbrbn.** 

This  gentU'Tiian  further  inttiri  stud  hiuiself  in  this  affair,  as 
to  request  the  minister  Du  Moulin  to  write  to  the  Professor 
Polyander,  on  Uie  subject  who  was  the  colleague  of  £pis- 
copins.  This  he  readily  did^  and  in  his  letter  stated  to 
Polyander,  that  be  understood  that  Episcopius  had  been  at 
Cijurenton  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  him  preach,  but  he  was 
not  aware  of  it  till  he  had  departed,  otherwise  he  should  cer- 
tainly hare  made  search  for  him  after  the  senrice^  and  in  the 
event  of  finding  his  residence^  flbould  bare  waited  upon  bini« 
He  added,  also,  that  be  bad  been  inrited  by  the  ambassador 
to  dine  \s  hh  liini,  for  the  purpose  of  meetinj^  with  that  pro- 
fessor,  but  that  he  could  not  comply  with  his  £xcellency*8 
request,  baring  preriously  invited  some  friends  to  dine  with 
him  on  the  same  day.  And,  moreorer,  be  was  informed  by 
his  Excellency's  chaplain,  that  Episcopius,  in  company 
with  him,  had  been  twice  at  his  house,  for  the  purpose  of 
waiting  upon  him,  but  in  both  instances  he  vras  iiom  home. 
These  letters  being  made  public^  this  scandalous  report  soon 
died  away.* 

•  Bayle,  who  gires  a  brief  statement  of  this  circumstance,  bhrtwdiy  re- 
mark*,  **The  heads  of  parties,  in  disputes  of  literature  and  religion,  du  n(»t 
spend  mooey  enough  in  maintaining  spies.  Not  bat  that  they  are  extreme- 
ly coriont  to  know:  whatever  tibeir  adv«naii«  wf  w  do»  but  they  easily  be- 
Bevtt  all  reports,  and  sm  tiN>  ftcwaid  to  eonfirm  them  with  tht  «reigfat  of 
dMir  tMtfaMBlM.  Zeal  oAen  ankee  people  penoado  themadfeai  that  aa 
kentio  ia  capaUeof  tbomoatioihiaoas  plots ;  and  horn  this  penoaaioii  they 
easily  paw  os  to  anotbefv  which  if»  that  they  fancy  that  he  aetnalty  contriTea 
all  plota  of  whieh  they  snppoee  hioi  to  be  capable.  As  aoon  aa  tk^  have 
got  this  into  their  head,  tiiey  practice  what  the  Scripture  says,  From  tte 
■i— diwei  i^tka  kmrt  thg  wimUk  ^mktU^,  sadtamtkelraiMitidoiiaaiid  etir' 
niaea  isto  paUic  apeechea  aad  Ibnnal  accoaatlons,**  Art*  Sfketfhu,  note  I. 
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In  piocetding  with  the  memoirs  of  Episcopius,  the  read- 
er will  have  to  remark,  that  it  is  our  painful  task  to  laj  be- 
fi)ie  bim  en  exhibition  of  chameter,  which  is  by  no  mesne 
boDoiinible  to  the  parties  of  whom  it  is  descriptiye,  especi* 
ally  when  ihcj  are  considtjied  not  merely  as  professors  and 
zealous  advocates  of  our  holy  religion,  but  persons  who  from 
their  office  were  called  upon  to  inculcate  and  exhibit  in 
their  conduct  its  principles  and  maxims.  Bat  painful  as  it 
maj  be  to  present  the  cleriesl  character,  in  connexion  with 
some  of  the  most  revolting  dispositions  of  the  heart,  such  as 
dissimulation,  envy,  malevolence,  and  jealousy,  yet  the  ma- 
nifestation of  these  in  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  leading 
personages^of  the  period  of  which  we  are  writuag,  was  not 
only  evident,  but  mightily  contributed  to  produce  the  reli- 
gious  strife  and  animosity  by  \\  liich  it  was  so  painfully  dis- 
tiu^iished,  that  we  could  hardly  give  a  perfect  representation 
of  the  spirit  of  the  age,  unless  we  were  to  advert  to  some  of 
the  persons  in  whom  they  were  most  conspicuouSi  and  whose 
proceedings  tended  to  agitate  Holland  at  the  close  of  the 
sixteenth,  and  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
That  zeal  for  creed  and  confession  is  frequently  associated 
with  some  of  the  worsty  becanse  malignant,  passions  of  the 
heart,  is  a  fact  that  the  page  of  ecdesiasdcal  history  places 
beyond  a  duubt.  And  when  such  confessions  are  adopted, 
under  a  convicUon  of  their  being  in  accordance  witli  trutli, 
it  is  not  unfrequently  the  case  that  the  Tciy  interpretations 
of  them,  both  in  the  mind  of  their  expositors  and  abettors, 
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are  not  merely  viewed  with  the  most  perfect  appioliatkni, 

but  conveiL  them,  into  the  fierce  defenders  of  a  system 
of  opmioQS,  that  in  thor  estimation^  almost  hear  the 
stamp  of  infiyiibilitjTy  and  prompt  them  to  the  adoption 
of  meaaiifes  in  their  delenoe^  which,  generated  by  pride, 
bigotry,  and  jealousy,  lead  them,  thongh  uncoofleioiialy,  not 
merely  to  assume  the  character  of  despots  over  the  tliiuk- 
ings  of  others,  but  generate  a  course  of  proceeding  in  their 
▼indioallon,  which,  in  any  oilier  case,  saTO  in  the  defence 
of  an  admitted  cieed,  or  their  own  interpletationB  of  it,  would 
be  seen  as  the  result  of  Ticious  feelings ;  while  in  their  case, 
they  are  contemplated  as  the  growth  of  virtue,  and  the  off- 
spring of  religious  afiectious.  in  how  many  instances  the 
condnct  of  several  of  the  divines  of  the  JLow  Countries,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  synod  of  Dorl,  were  in  conformity 
with  the  sentiments  thus  stated,  the  reader  has,  or  will  hare 
to  notice,  horn  the  staletneots  contained  .in  the  following 
pages. 

These  remarks  we  have  thought  it  right  to  maike,  previous- 
ly to  our  bringing  before  the  reader,  the  efaarader  of  aperson 

who  played  a  mubL  promment  part  in  the  historj'  of  the 
Netherlands,  at  this  period  of  religious  cKcitement  and 
trouble.  This  man  was  a  minister  at  Lsyden,  named  Festus 
Honuains,  and  from  his  iBsidenee  near  the  celebrBled  Dutch 
university,  was  made  by  tlie  bigoted  Oalvinistic  dergy,  the 
confidant  of  their  suspicions  and  jealousies  as  to  the  spread 
of  Axminianism.  And  whilst  he  seemed  to  be  sensitively 
alive  to  the  honour  of  the  eonfidcncB  thus  reposed  in  him, 
Uio  tempenmentof  hta  aund  made  him  capaUei>f  perform* 
iag  the  work  of  a  spy  upon  the  conduct,  first  of  Aimlnlns, 
and  subsequently  of  Episcopius.  He  was  cool,  insinuating, 
artiul,  and  treacherous ;  slander  and  detraction  were  aliments 
for  which  he  had  a  TOBciciia  appetite ;  and  while  he  noni^ 
iahed  a  taete  for  such  materials,  the  feelings  that  rendered 
him  capable  of  receiving  them,  necessaiily  disposed  him  to 
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preseui  thcni  to  others.  In  perfect  accordance  with  the 
duplicity  of  his  chai'acter,  he  was,  as  the  reader  will  recol- 
lect, among  the  first  to  congratulate  Episcopins  after  he  had 
ddivrnd  his  inaugural  oraliany  on  his  appointmenl  to  the 
office  of  theological  professor,  asserting  that  he  was  highlj 
gratified  by  his  eievalioii,'  because  he  knew  him  to  be  an 
amiable  and  peaceable  man.  Thus,  by  subtle  and  feigned 
compliments,  he  attempted,  awaasm-like,  to  put  the  victim  of 
his  base  designs  off  his  guard,  that  he  might  the  more  fiercely 
pounce  upon  him,  in  the  hour  of  confidence  and  security. 
Occasionally  at  tending  the  professor's  disputations,  he  nodded 
assent,  and  thus  appeared  to  approve  of  the  sentiments  he 
adyanoed;  but,  at  other  times,  with  the  students  who  were  in 
the  practice  of  taking  down  his  propositions,  as  thej  were 
given  vhd  voce,  he  was  secretly  holding  correspondence,  and 
obtaining  imperfect  notes  of  them,  and  also  of  what  passed  at 
the  disputation  of  them.  These  he  treasured  up  for  the  day 
of  exposure,  when  he  thought  he  could  convict  Episcopiua 
of  heterodoxy.  When  he  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  what 
he  deemed  sufficient  grounds  of  charges,  he  at  first  retailed 
these  in  the  way  of  surmises,  to  those  who  had  set  him  on 
the  dark  wuik  of  a  spy  ;  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  make 
open  and  avowed  statements  of  them  to  one  of  the  senators 
of  Amsterdam,  that  great  seat  of  bigotry,  where  Flanctus, 
Becius,  and  others  were  always  at  work  to  injure  the  Be^ 
monsLraiils,  and  fan  the  flames  of  dissension  and  strife. 
This  gentleman,  whose  name  was  Grotenhuis,  while  on  a 
visit  at  Leyden,  was  told  by  Hommius,  that  Episcopius  had 
adopted  a  mode  of  interpreting  and  teaching  in  the  univer- 
sity, perfectly  Sodnian;  and  that,  in  a  few  years,  the  whole 
university  would  be  completely  socinianized  The  honourable 
curators  being  informed  of  tliis  by  the  Heer  Grotenhuis, 
deemed  it  due  to  themselves  and  the  honour  of  the  university, 
that  the  aflair  should  be  inquired  into ;  and  th^  accordingly 

•  See  page  131. 
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■ent  for  Epim^opius,  to  iDform  him  of  the  reports  that  were 
in  circulation. 

Tbia  aad  other  pwta  of  the  condnct  of  Homminsy  made  a 
deep  imprenion  on  Epiteopius,  while  he  saw  him  constantly 

aUcmpting  to  blast  his  fame,  ruin  his  character,  and  hurl 
him  from  that  eminence  to  which  bis  talents  and  piety  bad 
ndaed  him.  Duiing  hia  banishment,  which  was  chiefly 
effeeted  hy  the  exertioiia  of  this  man,  who  was  a  great  pro- 
moter of  those  measoree  which  prepared  the  way  far  the 
calling  of  the  synod  of  Dort,  Episcopius  drew  up  a  character 
of  him,  strongly  shaded,  it  is  true,  but  not  more  so  than  was 
to  be  expected  6om  a  man,  who  was  suffering  ham  the  ex- 
ertions of  an  individiial,  whose  ceaseless  and  malignant 
effiyrts,  in  conjnnction  with  those  of  other  persons  like 
himself,  rolled  on  the  tide  of  opposition,  which  finally 
terminated  in  expelling  him  £rom  bis  country,  his  home, 
hia  Mends,  and  the  sanctnaiy  of  his  God;  while  the  same 
measures  that  had  banished  hiin,  had  cansed  the  imprison- 
uaent  of  his  brother  ministers,  and  the  ruin  of  thousands 
of  families,  exiled  from  their  homes,  merely  because  tbey 
differed  6om  this  man  and  that  assembly  on  some  points  of 
doctrine,  now  admitted,  and  even  then  by  the  more  mod- 
erate Calvimsts,  as  not  being  essential  to  salvation.  This 

character  Episcopius  inserted  in  his  auswcr  lo  Cameron's 
defence  of  his  opinions,  published  against  a  letter  written 
by  the  former  on  the  subject  of  the  freedom  of  the  wilL*  The 
Latin  editor  has  appended  it  to  the  conference  oar  profesiot 
had  with  Hommias,  beibte  the  Leyden  magistrates  and  the 
curators  of  the  university  ;  we,  howeyer,  shall  translate  and 
place  it  here,  before  giving  the  particulars  of  this  conference, 
as  being  in  accordance  with  the  aentunents  we  hafe  just 

^  Those  who  thronghont  the  whole  period  of  the  late 

dissension/'  says  Episcopius,    were  in  constant  communi- 

■ 
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cation  with  FeslaSy  for  ibe  purpose  of  submitliiig  to  his 
notice,  with  kindly  and  patriuUc  solicitude,  their  j)laus 
lor  the  promotion  of  cbaritjy  concord,  and  toleration ;  and 
who  left  nothiiig  ontriMl  in  •ttemptiog  to  tnm  lum  fioa 
tirife,  and  win  Inm  to  meMoiw  of  amity  and  peace;  and 
whose  solicitude  to  accomplish  their  object,  prompting 
them  to  wauh  liis  comilenance,  and  mark  his  designs,  were 
enabled  to  decipher  and  interpret  the  secret  workings  of 
hia  aoul}  are  eonatfaiiied  nmTeiaaUy  to  admits  that  hia 
hearty  aa  though  eiioaaed  in  pdc  and  faraaa,  waa  imperFione 
to  every  attempt  to  bring  him  to  measures  of  peace,  while 
the  deceptiveness  of  his  character  placed  him  before  them, 
aa  being  not  only  capable  of,  but  actually  vecaed  in  all  the 
arte  of  Grecian  lirand  and  deceit*  Suppoaled  by  the 
damonr  and  paaaiona  of  the  mob,  he  eyailed  faimielf  of  die 

power  bis  influence  witli  them  gave  him,  aud,recklebs  of 
the  consequences,  hkc  a  knight  armed  cap-a-pie,  and 
surrounded  by  daring  apiiita,  he  wantonly  trampled  on 
the  rights^  the  prifflegea,  and  the  happineaa  of  othen. 
Malignant  in  hia  paadona,  and  fonl  in  hb  purposes,  he, 
nevertheless,  wished  to  veil  the  whole  of  his  proceedings 
under  the  mask  of  religion,  (of  the  genuineness  of  which 
it  belongs  not  to  us,  but  God  to  jndge,)  yet  by  hb  secret 
and  impiona  plaa%  he  (raa  conetantly  laboniing  to  fina« 
trate  the  peaoeftd  measnrea  and  ediota  of  the  goTemment, 

and  in  opposition  to  t]ie  prayers  and  entreaties  of  erery  good 
man,  he  ceaeed  not  tUl  he  had  succeeded  in  raising  the  stan- 

dsidof  flchini  and  wrolt  in  Leydeoi  a  dty,  which  from  ita 

> 

•  *<CiiinlMur«tiiffcdp]«k 
Ciiemnpaetiii  etaf* 
^  Qoiqne  dolit  instnutot  et  wte  Pelaagt.** 

Hw  ckoietl  mder  will  recollect  that  the  former  of  these  passages,  is 
fifom  jERmMr,  B<wk  L  Ode  lU.  line  9,  and  the  latter  from  the  (Eneid  of  Viryil, 
BMk  11.  lia«  Un,  bot  are  altered  by  Episcopius,  to  accommodate  them  to 
hif  mpretMitatimi  of  thp  ctaitatMrof  Ftftuf  fioauahis^ 
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hekng  the  seat  of  an  uuiTersity,  was  looked  upon  as  the 
North-star  of  Holland  ;  nor  would  he  desist  till  he  accom* 
plkhed  that,  which  howe? er  it  jielded  plcanife  to  him^  wtm 
a  aofum  of  grief  to  othen^  beeansa  it  opctalad  to  bring  opoil 
W  ocnititry  the  most  faeary  oalaadtiea*  Though  oareeaed 
by  the  dregs  ol  iho  populace,  whose  passions  he  liad  ex- 
cited, and  whom  he  had  enlisted  on  his  side  iox  the  purpose 
of  exeeating  his  base  darigns^  yati  by  the  Tirtiioiia»  and 
those  who  niott  loved  our  comtrjr^  ha  was  lookad  vpogk  with 
aveiiioii  and  disgust  Stibcle,  ciaftjr,'  deceptive,  and  Fr>* 
tens-like,  he  coiild  assume  a  thousand  forms  to  deceive  and 
betraj.  His  words  and  acts  were  constantly  at  variance 
with  each  other,  and  «^en  detected  in  hia  pmoeedingBi  and 
diaiged  with  deoeptton  and  fidsehood,  he  would  stand 
nonelefla  and  without  a  blorii,  aa  though  hia  coantenanae 
were  covered  with  the  thick  hide  of  an  elephant ;  while  his 
unabating  perseverance  in  accoiii}>li siting  his  deeds  of  wrong 
pfo«ed  him  to  be  ^  iy«t«^  ifiti  ^  trU^gHf  unbending  aa  oak, 
and  impenetnble  aa  tmu  With  him,  fidsitty,  troth,  caft* 
door,  honoor,  and  integrity,  wave  never  to  be  found ;  and 
on  this  account  he  became  odious  to  the  nobles  and 
governors  of  our  country.  The  mob  was  his  strength,  be* 
canse  he  hnew  how  to  act  on  their  passionB,  and  which, 
had  he  chosen,  he  could  have  easily  subdued  into  a  calm, 
but  his  virtue  was  not  equal  to  the  consequent  sacrifice,  for 
in  so  doing,  lie  would  have  lost  Lis  power,  and  his  designs 
would  have  been  ^strated.  Such  was  the  man  whom  you 
compltmettt,  whbse  character,  thusgiven,  all  but  univeiaal 
testimony  wUl  corroborato.* 

•  'Hie  cliaractcr  uf  Festui,  thus  given  by  Episcopios,  wm  occasioned  by 
Cauicru  s  appealing  tu  his  testimony  in  proof  of  his  sentiments  on  tke/ree- 
dom  uf  (Ac  wM,  being  in  accordance  with  those  of  the  tjuod  of  Doft.  Oa 
tUs  vit$thn  CsiMio  diooMi  to  past  a  hig^  enlogium  on  this  aum^  tt  the 
•xpeoto  of  tho  RonoBitniiti,  when  Epiioopius  dMmod  it  doe  to  bimself 
Mid  rriendi  to  make  tiie  abovo  •latcmoat.  He  eonsideitd  biD,  siid  not  wlth- 
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Lest  the  character  of  this  person,  as  given  by  Episcopiiis, 
should  be  thought  to  be  the  effect  of  mere  passion  and  pre- 
judice, we  beg  leave  to  state  the  following  facts,  in  justi&ca- 
tioa  of  the  repmentation  thus  made  of  the  principlea  and 
eonduet  of  this  man.  To  his  care  was  committed  the  pfe- 
paring  of  the  second  edition  of  the  posthumous  works  of  the 
tw  o  professors,  Trelcatius  junior  and  senior.  The  trust  thus 
reposed  in  him,  he  ought  to  have  felt  as  binding  him  faith- 
ftiUy  to  gi?e  the  opinions  of  these  writers,  and  to  state  the 
£H6ts  as  they  were  related  by  them ;  hut  instead  of  this,  he 
basely  altered  and  misrepresented  them,  without  the  slight- 
est remark  or  nolice,  iiUciidiug  thereby,  of  course,  to  impose 
upon  the  unwaiy  reader,  his  own  falsities  lor  the  statements 
of  .  these  departed  profesaon.  The  deceptivenesSy  howerer, 
oCthb  proceeding  was  soon  discoveredy  when  hia  edition  of 
these  writings  was  compared  with  the  one  that  had  been 
previously  published ;  yet,  when  detected,  we  do  not  learn 
that  he  made  any  apology,  or  evinced  the  slightest  degree  of 
shame  on  acconnt  of  this  dishonooxable  transactioD. 

In  a  similar  way,  aa  already  stated,  he  tieated  Episcoptaa^ 
by  obtaining  his  private  and  public  disputations,  as  they 
were  copied  down  by  the  divinity  students,  who  attended 

out  reason,  the  principal  cause  of  their  calamities,  and  he  adds,  that  the  Re- 
monstrants, knowing  him  to  be  intent  upon  their  ruin,  could  not  acknow- 
ledge the  synod  nf  Dort  as  an  equitable  tribunal,  to  decide  upon  their  can'tr, 
v^'hiU'  lie  was  the  f^TtMt  pruinurcT  and  director  of  all  its  measures.  In  advcr 
ting  to  the  tt  rms  of  complacency  in  which  Camero  speaks  of  Fe«tus,  Ejiisco 
plus  wittily  n  marks,  "  Laudarerat  ille  te  prior ;  Tidi  ri  jhUl  s  vicem  ei  rei>eui- 
dere;  et  sane  rependis  non  sine  usura.  Vide,  Caiuero,  ne  tibi  dieatur  quod 
solet.  Mutuum  muli  scabunt."  And  then  adds,  "  Si  cnim  vir  iste  non  iu- 
terfolt  modo,  sed  poene  praefuit  synodo,  jam  certe  is,  quem  taiiiUilissimuni 
hostem  eorum  fuisse  constat,  sedit  in  synodo  i»<Kne  praecipuus  judex  ipso- 
rum,  (]uo(l  iirmm  fmt  v\  j)ra  cipui8  illis  capitibiis,  de  quibus  conquercbantur 
in  syiiodo,  tt  propter  qua:  sc  syuodum  causa)  suoj  judicem  agnoscere  non  pos- 
se bon&  conscientii  protestabantar  :  qua>  ccrte  nemo  non  debet  fateri  faisse 
joitisainMi,  si  inter  istos  poene  precipuus  sedit  ac  prcfuit  Festos  Hommius. 
Spitct^ii  Oprra,  rol.  i.  p.  231, 
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Uiem ;  mid  ahhoagh  he  mvut  hare  known  that  tiheiey  when 
taken  in  this  manner,  even  by  young  men  of  the  greatest 

acqtiirements,  would  inevitably  be  inaccurate,  yet  from  such 
sources  as  these  it  was  that  he  ventured  to  publish  them, 
and  from  which,  thus  imperfectly  given,  the  synod  of  Dort 
pronounced  upon  hia  opiniona,  and  those  tanght  by  the 
BenMmatiantSy  which  weie  considefed  by  the  members  of 
that  assembly,  as  not  being  included  in  the  five  points. 
Nay  he  went  so  far  in  liis  misrepresentations  of  Episcopius' 
theses,  that  even  Bayle  admits,  that  he  not  only  completely 
altered  the  sense  of  some  of  them,  but  gave  them  in  so  in- 
correct a  manner,  as  to  make  them  appear  as  containing  the 
most  palpable  contradictions.  Against  this  disgracelbl  mode 
of  proceeding,  Episcopius  published  a  vindication  of  himself 
and  his  opinions,  in  a  work  entitled  Optima  Jides  Festi 
Hommiif  in  which  he  gives  in  one  column  his  theses  as  com* 
posed  and  delivered  by  himself  and  then  in  the  other,  those 
pretended  to  be  his,  as  they  were  represented  by  Hommius. 
This  was  done  with  the  design  of  disabusing  the  foreign  di- 
Tines  who  had  been  imposed  upon  by  Festus*  tract,  which  had 
been  published  for  the  purpose  of  pr^udicing  them  against 
Episcopius  and  the  Remonstrants,  that  they  might  the  more 
readily  concur  in  the  condemnation  designed  to  be  i)asscd  upon 
them  by  Hommius  and  his  Dutch  Calvanistic  clerical  breth- 
ren. Can  it  therefore  be  matter  of  surprise,  that  our  professor 
when  speaking  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  should  be  unwilling  to 
allow  it  to  be  a  proper  tribunal,  to  decide  upon  his  opinions 
and  those  of  the  Remonstrants,  vvlilK',  according  to  his 
statement  already  quoted,  inter  istos  poene  prmcipuns  sedit 
ac  pr€Rjuii  FettuB  HcmmiuB^  and  thus  as  a  leading  member 
and  prime  merer  all  its  proceedingiy  was  seen  to  be  sedn^ 
loosly  and  treacherously  endearouring  to  effect  their  ruin. 
And  yet  tliis  was  the  ver^'  man  Lo  whom  our  James  presen- 
ted a  piece  of  plate,  for  the  measures  he  adopted  to  accom- 
plish such  an  .object  This  conduct  wasr-howerer,  fearAiUy 
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Tisited  n\)Lm  his  successor,  when  the  spirit  that  animated 
such  a  man  as  Festus,  gare  direcUons  to  the  ruling  party  in 

We  flhall  now  give  a  ftw  e:Kttacts  from  the  confemice 
alluded  to,  which,  in  eoonexiini  with  other  statements  to 

be  presented  to  the  reader,  while  they  may  dispose  him  to 
admit  the  correctness  of  the  portraiture  thus  drawn  of  Hom- 
mlua^  wiU  likewise  senre  to  shew  on  what  gronnda  hc^  and 
flioee  who  aoted  with  him,  charged  AiminioSy  Episoopins, 
his  brother  niinisters,  find  through  them  the  Remcostnnta 
at  the  Synod  of  Dort  with  Socinianism. 
Episcopius  being  summoned  by  the  magistrates  and  cu- 

•  AiiotfateofthnafhnrtliiMy  who  ikli^ed  •  piomiiMiit  paitattUi«]rBad, 
mi  Sibnadnii  whow  name  has  already  made  a  conspicuous  appamiMM  in 
Umm  ptfM}  as  diapnting  with  and  being  vanquished  by  Episcopius.  We 
are  aware  that  an  apology  is  due  to  the  reader  for  the  the  introduction  of  his 
name  here,  bat  it  if  hoped  that  the  foUowiog  statement  will  be  xeeeired  ai 
sueh. 

We  hare  recently  been  indebted  to  Mr.  Nichols,  for  the  loan  of  several 
Dutch  publications,  presented  to  him  by  different  Remonstrant  ministers, 
who  had  obtained  copies  of  hi?  translation  of  .^rminitiH'  Works.  Of 
these  we  intend  to  make  a  liberal  use  in  the  fullowjut;  j>iiL;ts.  One  of 
tlu'in  henrs  the  follnwinor  title,  f^}/r(-fii  n  i.p  Siminx  J:'],i  si  opuix,  or,  A  Pane' 
g]IT\c  un  the  Character  oj  Stmon  I  piscoptm,  This  was  deiivercil  in  l.atin  by 
John  Kon^nenburgh,  in  the  Ri  iiionstranl  chureli  at  Amsterdj.111,  (ui  tlie  23rd 
of  Noreraber,  1790,  on  his  inducliou  into  tiie  oliice  of  professor  of  divinity 
and  cct  li  siastical  history,  at  the  seminary  of  the  Remonstrants;  and  subse- 
quently translated  by  liim  and  published  in  Dutcli,  and  which  contains  the 
following  note,  explanatory  of  the  conduct  of  Sibrandus  towards  Episcopius, 
as  mentioned  in  these  memoirs  at  piig^e  77,  commencing  at  the  sixtli  line. 
Sibrandus,  mortified  ;il  tlie  success  of  Epi&copius  and  hi.s  own  discomfiture, 
derised  the  following  measures  to  ruin  him.  Secretly  calling  together  tiirce 
or  four  of  the  students  in  whom  he  could  confide,  he  unfolded  his  nefarious 
pDzpose  to  them,  which  was  as  follows: — ^they  were  to  inrite  him,  with  ap- 
ftiwt  fiimdahip^  to  sop  with  them,  and,  if  possible,  to  make  bim  dnak  i 
and.  In  tbe  event  of  sneoeedlng,  wen  to  sallj  out  and  break  the  windows  of 
Hie  ndgbbouring  houses,  and  by  otber  Hotops  means  create  a  row.  Tk»  cap- 
tain of  tba  nigbt*watcb,  wbo  was  also  let  Into  tba  secret,  was  requested  to 
setsa  onlj  npon  Episeopius,  and  aondnel  Ua  befims  tlM  msciibitasy  u  n 
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rators  to  appear  before  ilieniy  tbej  mfonned  him,  thai  k 
iMid  been  stated  to  them  hf  a  noet  iNnpeclable  genUemaBy 
that  lie  bad  lecmiXj  introduced  some  imel  and  aingtilar 

doctrines  into  the  nmirersity,  during  the  discussion  of  one  of 
his  theses  ;  and  that  his  manner  d'  instruction  bore  a  strik- 
ing resemblance  to  that  adopted  by  the  Sociuians,  and  that 
U  waa  eaqr  to  be  gathered  ttom  the  mode  of  hia  treating  the 
aboYe  theniy  that  he  did  not  baUare  in  the  reeoirection  of 
the  dead.^*  To  these  charges  the  professor  replied,  "  that 
he  was  not  aware  that  he  had  introduced  novelties  into  the 
€<^ege ;  and  as  to  his  adopting  a  Socinian  mode  of  teach- 
ing, he  denied  it  in  toto;  while  aa  to  the  third— that  of  Ida 

drunken  student  and  d  1st ur!>L'r  uf  the  peace  of  the  city.  Tliis  being  done, 
Sibrandus,  as  one  of  the  heads  of  the  university,  was  to  ])roprise  his  pxp^ilsinn 
from  the  college,  and  in  this  way  disqualify  him  lr(jm  entering  ilu  uiuiistry. 
Happily  for  Episcopius,  his  ajiprthensions  of  these  young  men  having  som^ 
evil  design  upon  him  were  soon  excited,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  showed 
their  solicitude  to  fill  his  glass ;  and  rising  from  the  tabic  as  if  to  retire  but 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  learinf^  his  cloak  behind,  to  prevent  all  suspicion  of 
fcis  intention  not  Id  return,  he  escaped,  and  instrmtly  made  his  way  to  his 
lodgings.  In  this  manner  he  frustrated  the  iuferual  iuacbinatiou!«  uf  this 
professor.  Some  years  after,  the  captain  of  the  night-watch,  who  was  thus 
let  into  the  secret,  and  was  called  upon  to  play  his  part  in  this  infamont 
truiMction,  had  a  wn  who  wm  b  etndaiit  under  Sfbnmdns,  whom  tbe  Utter 
tnslai  una  gvatt  tmivitloe.  llielMlier^liitbe  way  of  letrilratloiiyexpoeea 
tti»ivlrai0saUr,aiiai]|tliis  way  it  iNs  iQids  kavwu  efoa  to  Episcopioa 
btiBMlf  MMM  time  after.  This  aooomit,  Limboreb,  for  some  nasoss  best 
knows  to  bimielf*  did  not  cbooee  Co  insert  In  hit  memoirs  of  Bpiscopias, 
tiionfl^  he  htd  pmrionsly  staled  it  la  alettert  written  In  I«tfn,  to  a  certain 
tamied  SngUshman,  named  OH? er  PoUtj,  Member  of  King*fe  C60itgt,  bei»> 
tag  diii^  April  Hm  tmminlli*  IIH  andflnm  iridcli,  says  Kon^aeabvel^ 
wn  bavo  taken  tho  above  stattmeikt. 

In  holding  ap  sndi  men  as  Hommlos  and  Sibcandas  to  pnbUe  reproba- 
tkm,  as  prime  actors  at  tbe  Synod  of  Dort»  we  do  not  intend  to  identiiy 
wlih  them,  and  their  condnot,  the  whole  of  Hio  membois  of  diat  assembly. 
Mtty  of  Ibe  ftndgn  difineawaia  amiable^  fdoas  aMa,  and  mersly  attanded 
theiaatlbo  diotalaof  Ibair  sotawign^  wha»  in  sailsiing  by  their  pwqries  la 
pneart  tbe  condemnation  of  the  Remonstrants^  seeretly  sought  to  serfosomf 
political  porpose  of  their  own,  while  th^  pnblioly  appeared  only  to  be 
serving  Prince  Maurice. 
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DOt  believing  in  the  resunection  of  the  body — ^he  said  it  was 
(BO  gtofls  and  foul  a  calmmiy,  that  he  thought  it  could  not 
be  believed  hy  any  leafeonable  person,  much  less  by  any 

truly  religious  man.  Nevertheless,  he  said,  as  his  lectures 
were  open  to  the  public,  and  w  ere  frequently  attended  by 
several  of  the  clergy,  from  whence  it  is  probable  these  charges 
have  oiiginaled,  it  would  at  once  be  the  better  way  to  send  for 
the  person  who  dared  to  make  them,  in  order  that  he  mi^t 
confront  him,  and  answer  them  before  their  honours.**  The 
burgomasters  and  curators  seeing  Episcopius  so  Kolicitous 
to  meet  his  accuser,  thought  it  due  to  him  that  the  person 
should  be  sent  for  who  had  made  these  stateoMiits  to  the 
senator  Grotenhuis,  and  knowing  the  busy  and  meddling 
disposition  of  Hommius,  they  suspected  that  the  affair 
originated  with  liim,  and  immediately  agreed  to  send  for 
him ;  and  when  he  arrived,  they  asked  him,  **  if  he  had  said 
to  the  Heer  Grotenhuis,  that  £piscopins,  while  discussing 
his  thesis  on  De  canvenientid  et  dUcrimine  Veteris  ac  Nam 
Testamenii,  had  made  use  of  terms  which  shewed  that  he 
who  adopted  them  might  justly  be  suspected  of  Socinianism, 
and  that  in  a  little  time  the  university  would  be  completely 
socinianized  i  **  The  subject  being  brought  before  Hommius 
in  this  form,  he  found  it  impossible  to  evade  giving  some- 
thing like  a  direct  answer,  and  said,  "  that  he  certainly  had 
made  a  declaration  to  that  effect,**  but  added,  at  the  same 
time,  in  character  with  himself,  that  he  had  assured  that 
gentleman,  that  he  was  perfectly  salisfied  with  the  diaputa^ 
tion  itself.*  The  Curators  and  Burgomasters,  however, 
declared,  "  that  the  above  statement  was  unaccompanied 
with  any  such  qualifying  remarks."  But  as  Festus  still 
protested  in  asserting  this  to  be  the  case,  these  gentlemen, 
of  course,  had  too  much  respect  for  the  clerical  profession,  to 
say  they  believed  the  contrary.  He  was  then  introduced 
into  the  presence  of  Episcopius,  to  whom  it  was  said  by 
Yauder  Myle,  ''that  Festus  Hommius  had  made  certain 
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deckraiUom  relative  to  the  instnicUons  be  gave  in  the  uni- 
versitj,  which,  if  true,  would  be  injurious  to  his  reputation; 

and  (bey  liad  therefore  sent  for  him  to  make  his  own  statc- 
meuts  of  the  case  to  Kpiscopius  himself.**  Festus,  thus 
situated^  found  there  was  no  way  of  escape^  and  accordingly 
repeated  so  mnch,  and  in  the  form  he  thought  proper^  of  the 
conTcrsation  he  had  had  with  the  senator  Ghnotenhuis;  stating 
**that  he  certainly  did  understand  Kpiscopius  to  inlinmtc, 
that  no  other  resnlt  was  to  arise  from  the  resurrection  of 
Christ,  beyond  that  of  its  furnishing  us  with  motives  to  for- 
sake ain  and  seek  holiness:  and,  noxeover^  he  was  inclined 
tobeHeve,  that  his  mode  of  teaching  was  perfectly  novel  in 
the  university,  and  dissimilar  to  that  generally  used  by  our 
doctors^  and  approached  to  the  method  adopted  by  the  So- 
cinians.**  To  these  charges  Episcopins  replied,  "  that  he 
wished  Festos,  when  he  had  noticed  any  thing  in  his  theses 
or  dispatatkms  which  he  thought  to  be  wrong,  had  named 
liis  objections  lu  him,  before  he  nicntioiKd  them  to  persons 
who,  from  the  eminence  of  their  station,  might,  by  giving 
publicity  to  them,  greatly  injure  his  chaiacter  at  Amsterdam, 
and  likewise  destroy  his  ministerial  nsefohiess  in  other 
places.  Charity/*  he  said,  ^demanded  that  thus  he  ought  to 
have  acted  ;  while  the  prudence  of  such  a  mode  of  proceed- 
ing must  be  obnous,  in  as  much  as  it  was  possible,  that  in  an 
interview  with  him  he  might  have  explained  what  appeared 
olgectionabley  so  as  to  have  removed  all  his  scmfdes;  but 
sonce  Festns  had  not  diosen  to  act  so  hononraUe  and  Ohris- 
tian  a  paxL,  he  should  proceed  to  meet  the  charges  he 
alleged  against  him. 

As  to  the  ninth  thesis,  in  which  he  treated  of  the  glorious 
lesurectioo  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  was  utterly  surprised  that 
any  one  should  infer  from  it,  that  he  did  not  believe  in  the 
resturection  of  the  body  j  the  more  especially  as  he  had, 
during  the  discussion  of  it,  distinctly  stated,  that  one  of  the 
moat  powerM  motives  by  which  we  could  be  prompted  to 
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liFe  a  holy  and  devoted  life^  was  thai  which  night  be  de* 
rived  from  the  fiicty  that  all  the  memhen  of  Christ^s  body, 

which  is  the  church,  should  finally  be  united  to  him, 
and  raified  through  his  power,  from  death  to  eternal  life. 
And  he  would  put  it  to  Festua  himself  to  say,  whether  he 
ihoaght  it  possible  to  present  a  mote  poweiiiil  aignnnnt  to 
induce  a  person  to  consecrate  himself  to  God  and  Christian 
truth,  than  the  one  thus  dcducible  from  this  subject" 
To  this  he  replied,  ^'he  believed  there  was  not^  ue?ef- 
theless,**  he  added,  "  that  he  did  understand  EpisoopiBS  as 
intendbg  to  intimate,-  that  no  other  eflfoct  would  arise  from 
the  rtisuncclion  of  Christ,  beyond  that  of  its  exciting  us  to 
forsake  sin,  and  seek  holiness.*'  Episcopius  here  expressed 
his  smj^rise  at  this  statement,  and  said  *^  that  he  did  not  see 
how  it  was  possible  that  his  words  could  be  understood  as 
conveying  such  a  meamng,  much  lees  that  it  could  be  sup- 
posed that  he  held  such  a  doctrine."*  Festus  then  said, 
"  Gentlemen,  I  am  satisfied  with  this  declaration  of  the  pro- 
fessor,** adding,  just  like  himself  "that  he  indeed  was  not 
offended  with  the  thesis,  but  his  kinsman  Herman  KnekHnus.** 
Episcopius  then  proceeded  to  the  next  charge,  that  of  his 
having  iiitroilucL'd  novelties  into  the  university;  ^\llicll  lio 
denied,  on  the  ground  of  his  thesis  being  copied  nearly  ver- 
batim from  the  works  of  Arminiu%  who  was  Ibrmerly  pro* 
fessor  in  thb  university^  and  had  there  taught  the  sentimenta 
which  he  had  advanced.  To  this  Festus  replied,  "  that 
it  was  no  proof  that  his  theses  were  not  novel  or  heterodox, 

•  And  yet  it  appears  Uial  such  an  opinit  n  had  been  spread  amongBt  the 
pcoplo,  since  we  find  tliat  Popius,  a  Remonsinuit  minister,  says  in  his  pre- 
face  to  a  work  caiie<l  D<  Emjc  Poorte^  or,  V  A-  StKinjht  GaUf  which  consists 
of  certain  st  rmons  publiUicd  by  him,  and  Inglily  spoken  of  by  Episcopius 
and  (irotius,  "thattliosc  who  will  read  them  will  see  how  the  Remuiistraiits 
have  been  unjustly  and  falsely  eharift'<l  with  denving  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead.  We,  on  the  contrary,"  he  add?,  *'  prcacli  true  liolincss,  and  hujKj  for 
a  resurrection,  and  life  cvLilaiiing." — Brandt,  %ol.  ii.  p.  Hittorie  der 
liemoHHtraHtcn^  door  Joit^m  Reffnthua^  Etrslt\  tUd  U.  168. 
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because  they  were  either  taken  iitini  or  fomided  on  the 

writings  of  Arminius,  in  as  much  as  there  were  several 
ibings  in  them,  which,  in  his  opiuioD,  were  not  only 
questionable^  bat  induced  him,  as  well  as  others,  to  sna- 
pect  him  of  heterodoxy.'*  To  which  the  professor  made  an- 
swer, ^  that  he  shonld  hesitate,  before  he  admitled  that  Fes- 
lus  could  point  out  any  thing  in  the  writings  of  Arminius, 
that  could  fairly  be  charged  with  heterodoxy,  and  for  the 
followii^  leasoni  that  he  and  his  Mends  had  already  spared 
no  paina  fai  eramming  his  works,  and  more  than  once 
had  pointed  oat  what  they  supposed  to  be  heterodox,  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  a  stigraa  upon  his  memory,  and  through 
him  assailing  the  iiemonstrants;  and  therefore,  if  any  thing 
more  could  be  detected  as  enoneons  in  them,  it  would  hare 
been  done  long  since,  and  made  known  to  the  pablic.**  This 
Festos  denied,  by  saying,  "  that  the  reason  why  he  and  his 
fricntls  did  not  proceed  further  in  poiiuin^j:  l  uu  what  was  cen- 
surable in  the  works  of  Arminius  ,  originated  with  himself 
in  cooseqnence  of  his  having  suggested,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary that  one  side  should  show  an  example  of  moderation  and 
forbearance,  or  they  could  have  detected  much  more  that 
was  defective  and  reprehensible  than  what  had  already 
been  pointed  out."  This  self  applause  was  too  much 
for  Episcopius  to  bear,  and  he  instantly  exclaimed,  what, 
sir,  you  show  moderation  and  forbearance !  I  am  astonished 
to  hear  yon  talk  thus ;  pray  were  not  you  the  person,  who,  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  orders  of  the  States,  published  the 
Delft  conference,  with  certain  remarks  on  the  sentiments  of 
those  who  took  part  in  it ;  inserting  therein,  likewise,  what 
you  supposed  to  be  the  opinions  of  other  persons,  whom  yon  ^ 
chose  to  suspect  as  holding  sentiments  beyond  those  ex- 
pressed in  the  five  points,  and  in  which  you  especially 
named  Aiminius,  Borrhius,  and  Corviuusr"  This  was 
rather  an  awkward  question ; — ^first,  because  the  statement  it 
contained  was  tme ;  and  secondly,  it  adverted,  in  the  pm- 
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fiDce  of  UiMO  magittnilesi  to  ao  act  wliich  was  done  hf 

him,  in  direct  opposition  to  tlie  declared  commands  of  his 
superiors  and  governors;  and  to  add  to  his  embarrassing 
aiiualioD,  the  syndic,  following  out  the  question  of  Episco- 
jmh  Bud  to  FoatoBy  Sir,  you  well  know  that  the  pablicap 
tion  of  tiiat  confeience  waa  prohibited  by  the  States.**  Thia 
would  have  confounded  any  other  person  than  Hommius; 
but  he  was  not  tlie  man  to  flounder  in  such  a  case,  either 
through  excessiTe  modesty,  or  a  want  of  resources  in  devising 
tlie  meana  of  escape ;  and  therefore^  pretending  to  under- 
atand  him  as  alluding  to  the  Enchnsan  edition,  he  said 
"tliat  he  did  not  know  how  it  had  been  published;"  butEpis- 
copius,  not  willing  to  allow  him  to  escape  by  this  answer,  said, 
*^  Sir,  the  syndic  does  not  allude  to  the  Enchusan  edition,  but 
to  the  publishing  of  the  conferenoe  itself  which  waa  done  in 
the  first  inHance  by  you»***  To  thia  Feetna  made  no  anawer, 

•  It  may  heve  ba  neoetiaiy  to  inform  the  i«ad«r,  that  the  Mftfionfofoiiee, 
held  between  three  RoaoMtiuit  and  tiuee  CoBtn-ReaMnitrmiit  mlnietsn^ 
like  thftt  of  the  Hague,  was  appolstad  bj  the  naghtialaa,  wtth  thehofie 
that  the  oppoaita  parties  might,  1^  matiial  explaaathma  and  eoaaaartaiM,  ba 

dispoeed  to  treat  each  otlier  as  biethren,  and  lire  in  paaea  and  diarily.  But 
it  failed  to  effect  so  desirable  ao  object.  The  Remonstrants  lay  the  blame 
on  their  opponents,  while  the  latter,  tiiongh  not  charging  the  fomer  with 
want  of  readine^  to  shew  forbearance,  yet  assert  that  they  dlscovefed  that 
the  Bemonstrants  cherished  such  dark  and  awful  aiiaciy  that  to  come  to 
terma  of  amity  and  toleration  with  them,  while  they  were  unwilling  to  give 
them  np,  was  utterly  impossible.  Hence  this  conference,  instead  of  helping, 
iigured  the  Remonstrants.  This  anwe  partly  from  the  magistrates  pro- 
hibiting the  publication  of  what  might  pass  on  the  occasion,  which  threw  a 
dark  and  mysterious  character  over  its  proceedings,  and  left  the  excited 
imaginations  of  the  people  to  supply  by  fiction,  that  of  which  their  under, 
standings  were  ig^norant.  Festus  took  advantage  of  this  circumstance,  and 
whispered  strange  things  ;  intimating  tliat  the  Rrmfm«;trant!s  had  serrct  de- 
wltirh  they  were  unwilling  to  disclose;  which  so  ^".Ton?ht  upon  the 
jK'opie,  that  they  were  excited  to  a  sUite  of  fctliii^^  uliiiost  riiiniuntiiit;:  to 
maniac  frenzy.  In  Holland,  at  this  period,  the  word  hi  trrodury  acted  liki-  a 
dark  --iicll,  nnd  rrliirious  eontro%'crsy  became  the  all-absorbing  Iheiiu  ;  and 
the  very  gtiuu««  c*l  ilie  Dutch  nation  sccnud  to  be  changed  for  n  while  ;  and 
this  cold  phlegmatic  jicoplc,  usually  intent  upon  nothing  so  much  as  driving 
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but  like  a  good  tactician,  instantly  turned  the  attention  of 
tlie  gentlemen  to  another  subject,  by  addressing  Episcopius 
and  sayingy  that  in  the  writings  of  Anninius,  he  had  dis- 
eawmd  vrhai  to  him  were  sereral  veiy  doubtfol  points. 
For  though,  it  is  tme,**  he  said,  ^  when  he  heard  the  orations 
of  Arminius,  he  was  not  then  struck  with  them  as  containing 
any  thing  that  was  reprehensible,  yet,  since  that  time,  he 
had  seen  reason  to  suspect  several  of  the  statements  they 
contained.''  Episcopins  then  requested  him  to  point  out 
what  he  constdeved  erroneous  in  them,  beyond  what  belonged 

a  hard  bargain,  actually  felt  that  the  clearing  up  of  certain  doubtful  p»oints 
in  metaphysical  tli<»n1ntr\',  was  of  more  impnrtnncp  tliaii  the  every  t]ny  husi- 
I1C88  of  life.  Tlie  )iulpit  and  the  palucc,  llic  market  and  the  'cliunL,'!^,  Uio 
waggons  and  boats,  ]>re<^ented  a  constant  arena  of  conteiiiion ;  and  the 
prince  and  peasant,  the  »utesmau  and  soldier,  were  actually  carried  away  by 
the  mania,  and  entered  the  lists  as  disp?itant>i,  intent  upou  settling  the  ques- 
tions ill  debate  betwL  t  n  the  followers  of  Anninius  and  Calvin  i  while  private 
ftnd  domestic  associations  hccanic  one  scene  of  strife  and  debate,  in  which 
all  the  fierce  passions  of  Liie  soul  were  seen  to  be  in  nujtion.  Amidol  these 
eoiMMiDtiiins,  aud  ai  his  clement,  lived  Feslus,  as  the  lustcriog  and  ruUog 
spirit  <if  the  tempest  and  ihi-  storm. 

Ill  tiic  commtaccuicut  uf  tlui  eonfcrencf,  l  estus  suggested  that  nothing 
should  be  committed  to  writing  of  what  passed ;  and  yet  when  tbejr  were 
about  to  separate,  be  propo«ed  Uiat  eaeb  party  should  nota  dows  wluU  htd 
been  advaDcedMi  flidi  iMt.  Ths  Boumatiiiiitt  thought  thia  atiaaga^  b«t 
coBMBtad,  aod  draw  up  what  tfaaj  had  maiiitained,  especially  inserting  in 
thair  doennant  a  loqnctt  thay  had  balbia  niged,  A»r  tha  tolantioo  of  tha  flva 
palBta^and  to  which  the  oOwr  party  woold  not  oonaant  dnrlng  the  oaoftr. 
anee.  TUe  being  done,  the  Contm-RenionatrBnta,  initead  of  eeliflg  upon 
thair  own  pmpoaal,  end  picwnting  in  wviUng  the  itatements  th^y  had 
anda,  ptoduead  a  paptf  eonlaining  thirty-two  qnaatlana,  whidi  lhay  bad 
artltaUy  piapaied,  it  it  thought,  balbra  tha  mcatii^,  at  a  tnare  for  the  Re- 
BMMUtiaati^  inMng  that  thay  thonld  declare  their  approTal  of  its  eaatentt. 
They  widl  know  tfkaftthie  would  not  be  done;  bnt  it  antwafod  their  porpote 
by  enabling  then  to  throw  the  blame  of  the  failure  of  the  conference  upon 
them,  and  likewise  gave  a  colouring  to  their  false  statements,  in  which 
thay  diargtd  tliaai  with  cberiafaing  secret  and  darlc  errors,  which  they  dare 
netopanlj  avow ;  alleging  in  proof  of  this  assertion,  that  if  they  had  nothing 
In  eoMal»  tliey  could  not  refute  signing  such  a  document  See  Brmdi, 
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to  the  five  points ;  when  Fesiiis  B«d,  '^ibat  in  the  one  whicb 

treated  of  the  Object  of  Theolmjif^  he  disapproved  of  tlie  state- 
ment which  declared,  that  the  object  of  theology  is  God  aud 
Christ;  which,"  said  he,  "  is  precisely  what  is  asserted  by 
the  Socinians.  It  is  true,'*  he  added,  ^  I  am  awai^  that 
some  of  our  theologians  have  made  use  of  the  same  mode  of 
stating  the  subject."    To  this  the  professor  replied,  "  thai 
he  was  utterly  surprised  to  hear  Festus  demur  at  this  mod© 
of  exhibiting  the  obgect  of  theology,  and  at  his  daring  to  infer 
|com  thenee^  that  because  it  was  so  done  by  Annhiliis,  it  ivaa 
therefore  erroneous,  when  he  not  only  admitted  that  it 
was  thus  represented  by  ducLors  of  his  own  school j  but 
above  all,  he  ought  to  recollect,  that  it  is  bo  expressed 
by  Jesns  Christ  himself,  in  those  well  known  and  memorable 
words, — Thit  is  life  eternal^  that  theff  might  know  tkee^  the 
only  true  Gad^  and  Jeiua  Chriti  whom  thou  hoH  9enU 
(John  xvii,  8.)    And  if  objections  arc  to  be  made  ai^^ainst 
those  who  have  thus  stated  this  sul^ect,  and  they  are  to  be 
suspected  of  8ocinianism,pray  who  of  our  doctors  would  be 
Iree  from  the  liability  to  such  a  charge  ?   If,  indeed,  in  thus 
presenting  the  subject,  it  was  so  expressed,  that  a  distinction 
was  made  between  the  Fatlier  aud  the  Son,  as  to  imply  that 
Christ  was  not  essentially  equal  with  the  Father,  then  there 
would  be  ground  for  suspicion;  but  when  the  distinction  is 
thus  made,  solely  in  reference  to  Christ  as  Mediator  between 
God  and  man,  it  is  perfectly  groondless.'*        am  quite 
aware,"  said  i'estus,  "  that  such  a  statement  may  be  under- 
stood in  a  sound  sense,  but  it  is  equally  possible  for  it  to 
veil  a  double  and  doubtful  meaning ;  and  in  the  case  of  Ar- 
minius  it  is  the  more  so,  when  it  is  considered  that  in  his 
oration  De  eertitudine  Theolof/ia:,  all  those  scripture  places, 
in  wliich  our  doctors  aud  theologians  a/Tirm,  that  the  divine 
nature  of  Christ,  and  his  oiMna-ia^  or  consuhstantialiiy  with 
the  Father  are  spoken  o^  are  explamed  by  him  in  a  way 
different  from  them;  as  for  instance,  in  the  passage  in 
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Hebrmim  i.  ^  in  wbich  Christ  is  deaigiiBted,  1^  hrighinen 
€f  lAtf  Fatkef^s  glorify  and  ike  eoeprew  image  of  his  per- 

HON  J  AninDius  iuterprcL.s  it,  as  implying  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
called  the  likeness  oi  God,  atnl  i/te  ejtpreu  imaye  of  his  per* 
MM,  in  relation  to  us,  in  at  much  as  in  and  through  him  are 
oxprosBod  and  exhibited  to  os,  all  the  divine  attributes,  as 
wisdom,  power,  goodness,  &€."*  Episcopins  replied  by  say- 
ing, "  that  Festus  had  stated  the  subject  unfairly,  by  insin- 
uating, that  because  Armiuius  had  interpreted  some  of  those 
jiaasages  genevally  adduoed  in  proof  of  the  divinity  of 
Christ,  in  a  way  dIfRnrent  to  some  of  our  theologians,  he  had 
thei^fore  done  so  with  all  the  passages  supposed  to  bear  on 
this  subject.  And  why,  he  would  ask,  should  an  individual 
be  suspected  of  heterodoxy,  upon  any  one  article  of  the 
Christian  la&th,  on  account  of  his  differently  interpfeting  a 
few  obecnte  passages  supposed  to  refer  to  it,  when  it  is 
known  tliat  he  admits  the  common  and  orthodox  interpreta- 
tions of  others,  the  greater  number  of  which  are  allowed  to 
state  the  doctrine  more  distinctly.   Besides^  he  said,  Armi- 

•  This  intezpretation,  as  given  by  Anninias,  aad  objected  to  by  Festus,  is 
almost  literally  tlic  same  as  that  subsequently  adopted  by  John  Owen,  on 
tliM  my  passage ;  and  wc  think  it  right  to  present  it  to  the  reader,  to  prore 
that  while  tte  Isttar  is  admittsd  ofthodoat  on  the  Trinity,  ib»  fimam  had 
iwver  been  snppOMcl  lobe  IwlModoz  on  it,  bad  he  believed eleetiini  and  lep. 
nrbattttij,  at  Fintwt  didt 

*<Bydhaf«c<«r  tivothiBge  teem  tabeinteiided.  L  Thai  the  Son  bionelf 
ia  n  fAog^  ecot/,  ai  fiW  Jikmit  Ged.  PhiL  iL  6.  S.  Thatwitoiittbe  Son  la 
lOMf  9mtt  tkf  wmge  qf  God,  reprteenting  him  onto  na,  CoL  L  IS.'* 

mIb  the  manifeatatloa  of  (M  unto  os,  he  ia  aaid  to  be  unm  wtv  Omv  ««v 
iMjnnv,  <Ae  hmaife  iJle  MWlir  Ood,  becanaein  him,  so  partaker  of  the 
Mlua  of  the  Father,  do  the  power,  goodneai,  holiBeai,  grace,  and  att 
other  glorious  propertiea  of  Ood  abiao  forth,  being  in  him  lepxeaented  nnio 
«%aCor.iT.  &  Andboththcaeaeemto  beeompiiaedlndiia  word^^ifMvni;^ 
both  that  the  whole  nntore  of  God  ia  in  Urn,  aa  alao  that  by  bim  Qod  ia  do* 
chrod  and  eavraiaed  onto  na.** 

**Theweidib  aa  waadtewedbelbie^  denote  the  divine  natoie  of  Chiiat,  yet 
not  abaolnteljr,  bnt  aa  God  the  Father  in  him  doth  msnifcat  himaelf  unto  ni.'* 
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Bins  had  fully  declared  his  opinions  on  thia  aulgeelb  in  Ua 
theaia  on  the  Father  and  the  Son,f  and  in  juatice  to  him^  a 

reference  should  be  made  to  iliat  for  ]iis  opinions,  and  not 
to  his  interpretation  of  isolated  or  obscure  passages,  in 
which  he  had  choaen  to  claim  and  act  upon  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  a  right  alwaja  lecognised  in  the  chmch, 
and  of  which  none  had  made  a  more  liberal  use  than  Cal- 
vin hiuibeir,  who  had  taken  the  liberty  of  expressing  his 
opinion  on  a  very  large  number  of  passages,  some  of  which 
relate  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  the  divinity  of  the 
Son,  in  a  way  very  different  from  thoae  of  the  ftthera,  and 
what  is  more  in  point,  he  has  aclunlly  inleq)reted  the  above 
passage  in  the  same  way  that  Armiuius  has  done.  Now 
with  this  fact  before  yonr  honours,  I  shall  leave  you  to 
detefniine»  with  what  justice  Festns  will  allow  Calvin  to  be 
sound  in  his  views  on  this  text,  and  Anninins  to  be  conn- 

f  This  thesis  may  be  found  in  Mr.  Nichols*  Tmnslatkm  of  Arminins' 
Work%  ToLap.  137,  when  the  Mad«r  will  mast  wHb  the  foUowiogpai. 
etgcs. 

Speaking  of  the  Father,  he  says,  "  He  i«  the  First  Person  in  the  Sacred 
Trinity,  v\lio  from  all  <  tcrnifv  of  }nrn<ie1f  hp^ai  hit  Woid|,  whifAi  is  his  Son, 

by  comTintnicating  to  Hmi  Ins  own  Divinity." 

We  attribute  to  Him  'active  generation,'  which  is  likewige  comprised 
under  the  word  '  Fiither, '  bat  of  its  mode  and  ratio  we  willingly  confess 

ourselves  tn  hr  iL;noT1\llt." 

**  We  liave  latticrlo  treated  ol  the  Father. — The  !Son  is  tiie  Second  Person 
in  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  Word  of  the  Father,  Jwirotten  of  the  Father  fruui 
all  eternity,  and  [cyrrvvM^tJ  ]»roccuding  from  11  im  by  tlic  coniiuunicatiou  of 
the  same  Deity  which  the  Father  possesses  without  origination.'* 

"From  these  positions  we  perceive,  that  an  ai,'reement  and  a  distinction 
subsist  between  the  l  atiier  and  the  Son.  {\)  An  Au re kmekt  in  reference 
Ut  one  and  the  same  nature  and  essence,  according  to  which  the  Son  is  said 
to  be  *  in  the  form  of  God,'  and  *  equal  with  the  Father.'  (Phil.  ii.  6.)  and, 
aeooFding  to  the  deeiee  of  the  Nicene  Council,  to  be  ojuiotnrto;,  (*  of  the  SaUM 
■abetaoee,*}  '  eomabetantial  with  the  Father,'  not  o^iMirto;  *  of  like  tnh- 
ataace  becme  tlie  oompariaoa  of  things  in  caaence  must  be  refened  not  to 
timUUmb  or  ^MnOflMk^  Imt  to  s«PAUVr  or  ntSQuauTr,  according  tetlie 
tcry  itttare  of  things  and  of  tnitb  ItaelT.** 
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dered  as  a  Socinian,  or  why  the  same  interpretation  is  to  be 
understood  as  being  orthodox  in  the  former,  hut  heterodox 
in  the  latter  ?**  The  amlon  felt  the  force  of  this  remaxlti 
and  iiMtantly  ezpiemied  their  assent  to  the  conredness  of  the 

sentiments  it  conveyed. 

Festus  then  addressing  himself  to  Episcopius,  said,  ^bnt 
air,  yon  wid  not  attempt  to  affirm,  that  in  yonr  lectnres  in 
the  collegia  yon  do  not  interpfet  ahnost  all  the  passages  of 
scripture  you  discnss,  according  to  the  mode  adopted  by  the 
Socinians ?**  Fired  by  this  question,  Episcopius  gaid,  "Sir, 
I  am  utterly  surprised  to  hear  this  accusation  from  you, 
seeing  that  yon  haire  but  once  honoured  me  with  yonr 
presence  at  my  lectniesy  since  I  hare  been  in  the  professors 
chair.**  But  I  have  heard  yonr  dBspntations,**  replied  Festus. 
**  Well  sir, — and  on  these  occasions,  did  you  ever  hear  me 
adTsnce  any  thing  which  was  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  received  opinions  of  the  chorch?  And  hare  you  not, 
on  the  contraiy,  heard  me  direetly  oppose  those  who 
maintain  the  opinions  of  Socinus  ?  Nay,  and  I  understand, 
that  you  yourself,  after  attending  one  of  my  disputations, 
said  to  Borrhius,  that  I  had  bravely  and  learnedly  defended 
the  divinity  of  Christy  in  opposition  to  those  who  denied 
it**  **Not  so,"*  replied  Festns,  **it  was  not  in  relation 
to  llie  divinity  of  Christ  that  I  said  tliis,  but  of  your 
views  of  the  Trinity  I  said,  I  did  not  expect  you  thus  so 
noUy  and  openly  to  declare  your  mind  upon  it  as  you  then 
^d**  Wen»  sir  *  it  was  npUed,  and  in  thns  defending 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  did  I  not,  at  the  same  tirne^  de- 
fend tliat  of  the  divinity  of  the  Son  ?  for  in  maintaining  the 
doctrine  of  the  I  rinity,  I  by  consequence  maintained  that  of 
the  godhead  of  Christ,  these  being  correlative.'*  Here  Festns 
saw  himself  overtaken,  and  to  attempt  an  escape  by  denying 
the  iulcrciicc  from  Ins  own  admission,  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  tlicrefore,  he  was  determined  to  make  his  retreat 
by  the  use  of  a  faculty  which  usually  served  him  more  sue- 
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ccssfull}  thau  his  reasoning  powers, — thai  is,  liis  capability 
of  duplicity ;  and  turning  round  to  the  curators,  with  a  sig- 
nificant smile,  deogned  to  produce  its  full  efieet,  be  «aidly 
«  GeoUemciiy  I  assent;  and  by  tbis  yoa  see  bow  boiieet 
and  sincere  I  am ;  for  wben  satisfaction  is  given  to  nw^  I  am 
most  willing  and  ready  to  acknowledge  it." 

Driyen  £rom  his  point  of  substantiating  his  charge  of 
Socinianism  against  Episcopios,  in  relation  to  the  doctrine 
of  tbe  Tiinity,  and  yet  wishing  to  avoid  tbe  appearance  of 
bdng  a  common  slanderer,  in  wantonly  and  unwarrantably 
charging  hiui  w  ilh  ii  aiid  that  without  evidence,  he  shifted  his 
ground,  by  saying, that  liis  suspicions  of  the  professor  being 
diqiosed  to  tbe  opinions  of  Socimi%  were  principally  excited 
by  wbat  be  bad  advanced  wben  attempting  to  sbow  the 
harmony  and  disagreeunjut  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  he 
having  asserted  that  under  the  New  Testament,  the  ])romise8 
were  different  from  those  under  tbe  old."  *^Trae  sur»"  said 
EpiscopiiiSy  bol  tbis  relates  to  tbe  manner,  not  tbe  matter 
of  these  promises.**  But  did  you  not  say  that  tbe  gospel 
is  suppoilcd  by  better  promises."  "  I  did,  sir,  and  I  say  so 
now,  for  two  reasons ;  firsts  because  this  is  tbe  language  of 
the  New  Testament,  and  secondly,  becanse  sncb  is  tbe  lact: 
but  tbey  are  better,  not  beoanee  tbey  are  different  as  to  the 
subjects  of  promise,  but  because,  they  are  more  clear  and 
distinct  in  their  exhibition  of  Uiosc  subjects,  uud  amongst 
others,  the  promise  of  eteacnal  life  may  be  instanced.  Under 
the  Old  Testament,  tbe  promises  were  veiled  and  doatbed 
in  shadows,  and  expressed  in  general  terms;  under  the 
New  Testament,  they  arc  open,  clear,  and  distinct,  and  the 
whole  of  my  remarks  went  simply  to  establish  this  poinu'* 

I  grant,"  said  Festns,  '^as  the  snbjeot  is  now  stated,  it  is 
orthodox ;  nevertheless,  the  very  language  of  yonr  thesis  is 
snspicioQs,  for  in  it  yon  say,  *that  the  types  and  shadows 
were  not  understood  by  all  believers  under  the  Old  Tcstameni, 
but,  that  only  some  few  of  the  prophets  bnew  them  to  be 
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types  of  UilngB  which  ha^e  heen  ainee  xerealecl  in  the  New 

Testament"    To  convince  Festus  of  his  mistake  on  this 
point,  the  professor,  without  making  any  reply,  instantly 
nod  the  thesis  itself  whieh  stated  jaai  the  cfnitiaiyy  and 
van  thns.-— That  aU  the  ftithlhl  who  wece  under  Ihe  Old 
Testament,  had  indeed  some  knowledge  of  the  types  and 
bhadows,  but  that  it  was  ubsciire  and  limited,  arising  from 
the  obscurity  of  their  dispensation ;  but  that  the  prophets, 
and  some  of  the  fatheiSy  had  dear  and  distinct  perceptiaiis  of 
thern.*^  He  then  asked  Festns  whether  he  would  ventiiie  to 
assert,  that  all  the  fidthM  of  the  Old  Testament  had  clear 
notiunsof  the  types  and  shadows,   "Not  clear,**  he  replied, 
"in  comparison  with  ours."    "That  is,*'  said  Episcopius, 
**  to  admit  that  they  ha?e  a  dark  and  we  a  dear  knowledge 
of  ihem.*  In  this  statement  the  ouratois  conciirred,  and 
were  determined  to  close  the  basiness,  and  therefore  said 
that  the  parties  were  of  the  sauie  opiiiiun.    Here  Festus 
wished  to  fly  off  to  matters  foreign  to  the  subject  before  them, 
hat  they  lorhad  his  so  doings  saying  they  had  heard  sufficient 
to  satisfy  them  on  the  sflyr,  and  it  was  their  judgment  that 
Festns  ihoald  acquaint  the  Heer  Grotenhnis  himself,  if  he 
were  in  town,  that  the  Professor  Episcopius  had  given  him 
perfect  satisfaction,  in  relation  to  certain  objections»  that 
had  existed  in  his  mind»  in  reference  to  the  late  thesis^  and 
if  this  gentleman  had  left  the  town,  he  should  then  state  the 
same  in  a  letter  to  him.   Festns  seemed  yory  reluctant  to 
comply  with  this  request,  and  by  various  subterfuges  wislicd 
to  evade  compliance  with  the  expressed  wish  of  the  curators, 
saying  among  other  things,  "  gentlemen,  it  is  really  quite 
unnecessary,  as  I  have  done  so  already."  Episcopius,  how- 
ever, knowing  what  all  these  dedarations  were  worth,  coo- 
Gurred  in  the  wish  expressed  hy  the  curators,  that  Festus 

*  '*  Sach  was  the  povertjr  of  the  type^  tliat  no  one  of  than  could  so  mndi 
n  fhsdow  ont,  or  repretent  sU  that  advintago  which  w«  nally  enjoy."— 
0mm  on  tke  Utkrtm,  vol.  iU.  p.  W.  Our  Calvinistic  friendi  innst  admit 
that  EpiMopios  it  heie  in  veiy  good  company. 
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aboiild  make  Uie  above  atatement  to  the  Heer  Ofoteiihiitay 

which  the  curators  urging  upon  him,  he  promised  to  do.  But 
though  he  had  so  done,  Episcopius  kucw  him  too  well  to 
eonfide  in  what  he  aaid;  and  aware  that  there  was  neither 
tnith  nor  honour  aboat  him,  and  that  hia  engagement,  if 
actnally  Ihlfilled,  would  be  no  aecttri^  to  him,  againathia 
disposition  to  slander  and  misrepresent  liim,  lie  therefore,  lor 
bis  own  defence  against  the  scurrilous  tongue  of  Festus, 
aaked  the  cnratora  and  burgomasters  to  grant  him  a  written 
eertificate  of  what  had  paaaed,  that  he  might  produce  it, 
when  eircumatancea  rendered  it  neceaaaiy  for  turn  ao  to  do. 
These  gcutlemen  complied  with  his  w  ishes  and  presented 
him  with  the  following  testimonial : — 

"  The  curators  of  the  nniTemty  and  the  burgomaatera  of 
the  city  of  Lejden,  having  mideratood  that  Featna  Hom- 
mina,  a  miniater  of  thb  city,  had  atated  to  the  Heer  Jan  ten 
Grotenhuis,  Schepen  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  that  in  the 
thesis,  De  convenient  id  et  discrimine  veteris  et  navi  testa" 
meniiy  at  which  Dr.  Simon  Epiacopiua,  Fh>fe88or  of  theo- 
logy in  the  aforeaaid  nniyenutj,  predded  on  the  aeyenth  of 
May  laat,  there  were  aome  phraaea  uaed,  and  a  mode  of  ex* 
predion  adopti  d,  which  had  induced  some  to  believe,  that 
the  authors  and  defenders  of  them  leaned  towards  Socinian- 
ism  ;  and  the  ciurators  believing  that  they  were  boond,  aa 
well  for  the  vindication  of  the  honovr  and  rapntation  of  the 
nmTeraity  aa  thai  of  their  own,  to  inToatigate  the  groond  of 
these  charges,  in  order  that  the  aforesaid  university  might 
remain  free  from  blame,  deemed  it  riglit  to  summon  ihe  said 
Episcopius  and  Festus  Ilommins  to  i^pear  before  them, 
that  they  might  aacertain  fnm  them  the  particnlaia  of  thia 
matter;  and  after  aome  diaeomae  and  conference  upon  the 
subject,  Festus  declared  that  he  had  conceired  aome  anapi- 
cion  in  relation  to  the  above  thesis,  but  in  the  disputation 
at  which  Episcopius  presided,  he  had  gi?en  him  satisfaction, 
which  he  declared  he  had  alated  to  the  Heer  Jan  ten  Gco- 
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tenhoiii,  and  tbal  since  then  he  had  become  nxwe  fully  aatia- 
fied*   The  tud  CDiaton  and  burgomasteny  having  heard 

Fcstus  aver  the  same  in  their  presence,  desired  ihc  said 
Festus,  that  since  be  was  satisfied  with  the  declarations  of 
EfMBCopiuSy  he  would  write  to  the  said  Heer  Grotenhoisi 
and  entreat  him  also  to  dismiss  anj  soq^icioos  that  he  mi|^t 
have  cherished  on  the  snliject  With  this  feqnest  Festns 
promised  compliance,  and  Episcopius  liuvmg  asked  for  a 
certificate  of  the  same,  the  curators  and  burgomasters  ba?e 
ordered  these  presents  to  be  delivered  to  him  for  his  nss^  as 
the  necessity  of  circomstances  may  requite. 

Signed  by  the  aforesaid  curators  and  burgomasters  this 
iOUi  day  of  May,  1616. 

By  order  of  the  curators  and  burgomasters^ 
Nicholas  Van  Zbyst." 

How  far  the  professor  was  correct  in  his  conjectures  of 
Festns  giving  a  wrong  statement  of  the  termination  of  (his 
interview,  and  the  wisdom  of  his  requesting  the  above  docu- 
ment in  the  way  of  self-defence,  facts  soon  proved.  For 
not  many  days  had  elapsed,  before  it  was  rumoured  abroad, 
to  his  great  iiyaryy  thai  in  hia  coolerence  with  Festus» 
in  the  presence  of  the  curators  and  burgomasters,  he  had 
been  clearly  con\  icted  of  Socinianism,  and  treated  very 
roughly  :  and  that  he  was  especially  cautioned  not  to  intro- 
duce into  the  university,  doctrines  calculated  to  sednce  the 
students  into  ervor,  otherwise,  he  must  be  piepaied  to  take 
the  consequences.  These  reports,  which  were  traced  up  to 
Fcstus,  wcie  not  only  bcUeved  by  bumu  of  Uic  members  of 
the  church  at  Leyden,  but  were  likewise  spread  through  the 
country  by  Flemings  and  Walloons,  as  they  travelled  in 
boata  or  waggons,  to  the  very  great  injury  of  the  professor's 
character,  and  produced  no  smaD  excitement  amongst  the 
people.  Now  though  Episcopiiis  was  fully  aware,  that  all 
he  could  do  or  say,  would  uot  pre  v  cut  this  man  from  defam> 
ing  his  character,  and  misrepresenting  his  opinions,  ne\'«r> 
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tlieleBSy  he  deomed  U  proper  to  sbew  hu  leadiflen  to 

these  reports,  and  appealed  to  the  cortton  of  the  muFeisity 

and  the  niagislratcs  of  ihc  city,  to  be  heard  in  his  defence 
against  these  further  charges.  These  gentlemen  having  cota> 
plied  with  his  request,  he  accordinglj  waited  upon  theniy  oft 
the  eighth  of  Aogast,  for  that  pmpoia ;  when  Fetlaa  beug 
again  sent  for,  waa  inloiiiied  hy  the  penaionary  of  iSbm  city,  of 
the  object  for  which  he  had  been  summoned  before  Uieni. 
Episcopius  and  Festus  then  entered  into  a  long  conference 
npon  the  above  charges,  the  recital  of  which,  we,  with  Lim* 
botch,  think  would  be  nnhiteieiting  to  the  reader,  and  for 
that  reason  ahall  omit  it,  as  he  has  done  in  the  Dutch  copy  of 
the  memoirs,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  more  prom- 
inent parts  of  it.  The  Latin  editor,  however,  deemed  it 
proper  to  give  a  lengthened  account  of  it,  assigning  as  his 
reason  for  so  doing,  that  Trif^dius,  a  Contra>Kemonstrant, 
had  pretended  to  give  this  conference  in  his  Kcdesiaatioal 
History,  but  instead  of  which  he  had  mui>i  grossly  misrepre- 
sented the  whole  affair  ;  and  did  not  scruple  to  assert,  that 
Festus  had  convicted  Episcopius,  on  the  occasion,  of  Soci- 
nianism ;  a  foot  which,  he  affirmed,  the  curators  themadves 
had  fully  admitted. 

Although  we  thus  deem  it  proper  not  to  insert  this  confei"- 
ence  in  our  pages,  which  amounted  almost  to  a  dispute  about 
words  and  terms,  used  by  £piscopius  in  his  thesis,  which 
Festus  thought  to  be  enoneous,  and  capable  of  receiving  a . 
double  meaning;  yet  we  think  it  right  to  say,  that  (he  eum- 
tors  sent  for  Festus  the  next  day,  and  in  a  fiiendly  manner 
said  to  him,  that  they  had  understood,  from  what  he  had  inti- 
mated yesterday,  that  he  certainly  could  make  it  appear  in 
writing,  thai  Episcopius  was  in  the  practice  of  teacfaingSocin- 
ian  doctrines;  and  as  they  did  not  wish  to  prevent  him  fiom 
so  doing,  they  would  certainly  examine  any  production  that 
he  might  present  to  them  to  that  effect  But  whcu  prised 
to  engage  m  such  a  task,  he  hesitated,  saying,  that  the  con* 
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tinned  illneM  of  bis  witef  with  other  affiiiaH  ^  wouU 
piOToni  it,  otherwiaa*  be  wet  iiilly  pennaded  thai  Ue  could 
do  it  The  cmton  imdrntaiidfaig  these  excuses  as  mere 

subterfuges  toeiscapc  liom  liis  vain  threat,  then  had  recourse 
to  the  most  concUiatory  means,  in  order  to  dispose  him  to 
measosea  of  peaoe  and  andty,  using  every  argument  thef 
thoni^t  likely  to  act  upon  him ;  and  by  appealing  to  him 
as  a  patriot,  a  citizen,  a  Christian,  and  a  minister,  endea- 
voured to  induce  him  to  ii?e  in  concord  with  his  brother  niin- 
istem  who  difoed  from  him  in  religious  opinions,  and  thus 
strive  to  pnmioie  the  weU^bsing  of  the  state  and  the  chmoh. 
But  all  elforts  of  this  kind  were  lost  upon  Festus.  Discoid 
and  strife  were  the  scenes  in  which  he  took  pleasure;  and 
to  cherish  the  elements  of  them  seemed  most  congenial  to 
his  spirit,  and  therefore,  despite  of  all  entreaties^  he  soon  ni- 
moused  it  alnoad,  that  he  had  fully  made  it  out  before  the 
eoiatois,  that  Eptscoidtts  was  secretly  and  at  heart  a  Soeini« 
an.  He  also  had  the  temerity  to  insinuate,  in  opposition 
to  all  truth,  that  he  believed  the  PcDsionary  Zejst  was  of 
the  same  opinion. 

In  feming  an  estimate  of  the  character  of  this  maUi  whose 
proceedings  were  attended  with  such  fetal  resultSy  occanoned 
by  his  exciting  jealousy  and  alavni  in  ihc  minds  of  the  Dutch 
mimsters  and  magistrates,  relative  to  the  growth  of  error  in 
the  principal  seat  of  learning,  we  were  at  first  stimned  and 
confounded,  and  felt  it  difficult,  while  following  him  through 
all  his  dark  and  toitnous  proceedmgs,  to  allow  any  thing 
like  justice,  truth,  or  goodness  to  be  found  in  him ;  and  were 
instinctively  led  to  view  him  with  unmixed  displeasure  and 
reprobation,  as  a  person,  whose  actings  seemed  only  to  cxhi* 
bit  the  vices  of  a  defjgitwed  heart  in  their  darkest  forms. 
Reluctant,  howerer,  to  allow  these  impressions  to  have  a 
permanent  hold  on  our  iiiinds,  wc  arc  anxious,  if  possible, 
to  contemplate  his  conduct  in  coimexion  with  certain 
circumstances  which  may  present  his  character  in  a  some- 


Digitized  by  Google 


1B4 


CHAPTER  VII. 


wfaslleas disreputable poiiit  of  light,  aa<ft  therefofe  mippoee 
him  to  have  adopted  a  claas  of  ofrndona  genendlj  received, 

and  usually  ick  ntiiied  by  his  party  with  certain  terms,  which 
led  him  to  conclude,  that  when  a  different  mode  of  exprcs- 
aioD  in  exhibiting  them  was  employed  by  others,  it  veiled 
a  latent  herasj,  which  being  undefined,  becanae  nn-^ 
ezpraned,  a  wider  scope  was  allowed  to  his  imagination 
to  invest  it  with  all  the  fonns  which  jealousy  and  l)jgoLry 
could  suggest.  That  Festus  acted  under  the  iniiuence  of 
this  disingenuous  modo  of  judging,  in  his  second  confer- 
ence with  Episcopius  liillj  appears;  in  as  much  as  he 
constantly  laboured  to  malce  it  appear,  that  the  and 
Ihouuhis  of  the  professor  vs  ere  at  perfect  variance^  and  c\ir- 
hed  this  dishonourable  practice  to  such  an  extent,  that  his 
esaduct  so  disgusted  one  of  the  cuiatocs  that  he  exclaimed. 
Sir,  you  are  determined  to  undenland  the  man  otherwise 
than  he  understands  himself  :**  when  it  was  also  added  by  the 
Heer  Dyke,  burgomaster  of  Lc  vdcn,  "  If  tlic  words  of  licre- 
tics  were  twisted  and  distorted  alter  this  manner  in  ancient 
times,  one  should  begin  to  doubt  whether  all  was  true 
which  has  been  said  of  them.**  And  yet,  we  are  disposed 
to  believe,  that  in  consequence  of  his  viewing  the  statements 
of  the  prollssor  as  capable  of  a  double  signification,  he 
wound  himself  up  to  the  belief  that  his  unexpressed  opinion 
was  heretical,  and  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
8ocinian,  and  consequently,  that  he  was  warrsnted  in  pub* 
licly  and  unblushingly  deiiounciug  him  as  such.  Unjustifi- 
able as  such  a  mode  of  proceeding  was,  we  choose  to 
admit  something  like  this  to  have  been  the  case  with 
Festtts,  rather  than  charge  him  with  willingly  and  wittingly 
uttering  what  he  believed  at  the  time  to  be  ;i  gross  iSidsehood.* 

•  It  ouglil^  how«f  ar,  Iwre  to  be  ranarked,  that  msm  of  the  Contia-Re< 
monitruit  wviten  of  diat  day  speak  of  Faitu  in  vaij  ■trong  tenna  of  ap> 
piova),  aaMrtiiig,tliat  by  hb  pnideiicaaiid  oonataacj,  he  madas  aoUe  aland 
far  the  tmtb,  sgalnat  the  tanlUa  attadn  of  fha  Ranoottnali  in  tbata  dif- 
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How  far  we  are  justified  in  believing  such  to  have  been 
his  mode  of  reasoning  and  concluding  with  re^ct  to  Epis- 
copins,  we  think  the  conduct  of  other  Contra-Remonstrant 

uiinisteis  at  the  time,  will  show,  who  did  not  scruple  to 
say,  when  judging  of  the  declared  sentiments  of  the  JEte- 
monstrants,  *^Po8t  nngtUas  contraversia$,  prmrupi09  «r* 
roret  et  kmreses  nefandas  ahteomdi;  9uh  phrmsihti  tinguUff 
veiuti  Hih  Mbm,  9erpenie9  kUere,*  Once  let  such  a  dis- 
ingeniious  iiiolU'  of  construing  the  words  of  an  opponent,  be 
adopted  by  polemics,  and  then  the  most  tri?ial  departures 
from  their  own  modes  of  expression,  eren  on  minor  points, 
win  assume  a  character  in  their  thinkings  all  important 
from  their  supposed  connexion  with  what  is  momentous; 
and,  in  such  a  case,  jealousy  bcin»  awake,  will  become 
identified  with  holy  zeal  for  religious  truth,  while  the  , 
excited  and  perturbated  feelings  of  the  heart,  will  render 
their  subject  incapable  of  distinguishing  between  legitimate 
excitement  and  irascible  passion,  and  the  latter  veiled  under 
the  shade  of  zeal  for  orthodoxy,  will  prepare  the  way  for 
Tice  to  change  place  with  virtue,  and  passion  with  piety. 

The  subject,  contemplated  in  this  light,  will  bring  the 
character  of  Festus  Hommius  before  ns,  with  mitigating 
circumstances,  which  would,  otherwise,  stand  out  to  our 
¥iew,  shaded  with  the  deepest  and  darkest  colouring ;  and 

fieolt  mad  troobkmiie  timei.  And oertainly,  if  prudoioe  if  ta  be  andentood 
as  synonymooa  with  enStf  and  coottancy  with  obttiiiaciy  in  aeeompUsbiog 
iU  pnipose,  witiiont  a  lelbieiice  to  tiie  ebander  of  the  nma^  and  tfie  natnie 
of  tbe  feoolU^  lie  well  deier?ed  (be  enoomiont  Ibey  peieod  upon  liini.  But 
with  an  bio  prndeneo  and  ennning »bisdecepti?eneM  wai  ftequentlj  detected 
nad  exhibited  to  pnblle  view  by  the  oppoetie  party,  and  eensoied  In  no  mea- 
sinedtenneof  iepfol>ation;  on  wliidi  Bfiadt  remarks,  that  liowever  jnst 
their  eondenination  of  liis  oooduci  might  bc^  it  ii  thongbt  it  only  eerred 
the  more  to  goad  bim  on  in  bit  dengns  of  attempting  to  aecomplisb  their 
mis. 

•  Ofatio  hibita  ab  Epiteopio  in  Synodo  Nationali  DoiditcenA.  BfiteopU 
CJperv,  ToL  ii«  put  3.  p.  21. 

N 


Digitized  by  Google 


186 


CUAPTBE  VII 


may  equally  explain  Uie  eoiidiict  of  his  eoa^nton^  in  their 
relentless  piooeedings,  which  ended  in  the  bamafament  or 

imprisonment  of  their  brothtr-ministers,  whose  fathers,  in 
common  with  their  own,  had  cheerfully  and  courageously 
laid  down  their  liresi  in  reusting  papal  and  Bpaniah  doo^ 
ination,  to  aecnie  to  their  children  thai  which  was  denied  to 
themselyes,  LrBBRTT  of  comciBiiCB. 

But  so  it  was,  and  the  suspending  of  the  eloquent  ITiten- 
bogaerdt  from  his  office  as  a  miuiater — the  banishment  of 
the  taknted  Kpiaeopina  £rom  hia  eounttji^  the  immming 
the  learned  Orotiva  in  a  dnngeon— and  the  beheading  of  the 
virtuous  patriot  and  statesman,  Bamcveldt,  under  the  charge 
of  presuming  to  disturb  the  state  of  religiofiy  are  events, 
whichy  while  they  stand  the  reproach  of  the  Dutch  people 
of  the  seventeenth  oeolniy>  alike  prore^  that  no  subject 
can  Ihmish  equal  occasion  of  keen  leeentment  to  the  spirit 
with  that  of  religious  controversy:  and,  lliat  under  such 
circumstances,  there  is  a  readiness  in  the  mind  to  give  to 
that  which  is  tnnaly  all  the  weight  of  what  is  substantial ; 
and  that  it  imparts  a  Tchemence  to  the  feeiings»  wink  mind 
is  contending  with  mind,  of  which  no  other  species  of  strife 
furnishes  a  parallel';  and,  according  to  the  statement  of  a 
popular  modem  wxiter*,  common  hatred  rises  into  an  im> 
mortal  abhonrence,  and  wrath  swells  to  execnUicxi,  and 
eveiy  wish  breaks  out  in  anathemas.** 

•  See   Fahatxcxsm,"  bjr  the  author  of  iTflfairal  History  of  EnOumtm, 
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to  thc^  religious  contToreraies  of  ihe  Low  Countries,  is  the 
evidence  they  allorcl  of  the  blighting  effects  of  theological 
strife^  upon  the  kind  and  social  feelings  of  men,  w  ho  other- 
wise wele  ea|whle  of  liTuig  in  the  cultivation  of  the  anollj 
and  Mendslup  of  privftte  life.  In  no  instance  does  this  tp« 
pear  more  evident,  than  in  the  case  of  Polyander,  Uie  col- 
league of  Episcopius.  Whatever  asperity  was  found  in  his 
conduct  towards  him,  we  think  it  must  he  attributed  to  the 
inHoence  of  oireomstanoesy  rather  than  to  anj  thing  nata* 
raUy  malevolent  and  bitter  in  bis  oonstittttion.  Fully  ap« 
prized  of  the  talents  and  scholars]] ip  of  Episcopius,  he 
could  but  feel,  in  the  iirst  instance,  tliat  when  he  was  named 
as  a  suitable  pexson  to  rank  with  himself  as  Divinity  Profes- 
aoTf  before  be  waift  tfairlgr  years  of  age,  it  was  mther  paying 
extraordinary  homage  to  bis  talents,  or  else  it  was  indicatifre 
of  the  strength  of  the  party  to  which  he  was  opposed.  In 
either  case  he  saw  himself,  by  such  a  selection,  thrown  into 
the  shade ;  and,  #lien  informed  that  Episcoptns  was  to  be 
appointed  to  this  bi|^  office,  be  exhibited  signs  of  deep 
mortification,  wbicb  snbsequently,  in  moments  of  excite- 
ment, he  manifested  in  the  grccitest  degree. 

Apprehending  the  siiuaUou  of  his  colleague,  Episcopius 
evinced  great  solicitude  to  meet  bis  feelings,  and  as  bis 
junior,  stated  to  him  in  a  conversation  that  Limborcb 
gives,  his  most  perfect  readiness  to  adopt  any  measure  that 
might  tend  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  imiversity,  and 
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secure  to  it  the  high  connderatioii  it  liad  acquired.  And 
when  Polyander,  in  return,  suggested  that  they  slioiild  not 
introduce  the  disputed  points^  £piscopius  perfectly  com* 
plied  with  the  proposal,  nying>  &t  the  same  time,  that  he 
should  be  most  happy  to  take  lus  counsel  npon  any  matter 
of  importance,  that  they  might  not  only  apparently,  but 
really,  act  together,  with  the  most  perfect  cordiality  and 
Mendship.  Folyander  pleased  with  this  frankness,  inti- 
mated, that  it  was  the  more  necessary  they  should  do  so, 
lest  If  any  thing  should  be  known  to  the  contrary,  their  eol« 
lege  might  suffer  from  that  of  GroningeD,  in  consequence  of 
Gomarus  residing  there. 

On  this  occasion,  Folyander  likewise  said  to  Episcopius, 
that  he  had  alwaya  spoken  of  him  to  the  cnrators  of  ihe  now 
▼ernty,  and  to  other  persons,  in  the  meet  respectftd  manner, 
Tliis  circumstance,  however,  though  designed  to  show  his 
friendship  towards  him,  nevertheless,  indicates  that  it  was  not 
▼eiy  ardent  or  evident,  when  he  found  it  necessary,  in  order 
to  prore  It,  to  hare  recoorae  to  such  a  statement  Genuine 
and  coidial  friendship  needs  not  adopt  such  means,  in  order 
to  evince  its  reality,  in  as  much  as  occasions  will  constantly 
occur,  in  the  interchange  of  kindly  and  reciprocal  feeling, 
to  place  the  proofs  of  its  existence  on  higher  gromud,  than 
that  to  which  he  here  adverted.  The  most,  Uien,  that  can 
be  said,  in  favour  of  his  friendship  towards  Episeoplns,  is, 
that  it  merely  went  so  far  as  to  iiuUice  him  to  attend  to  the 
courtesies  of  polite  and  gentlemanly  behaviour,  which,  as  a 
person  of  education,  he  wonld  be  prompted  to  show  towards 
another  of  similar  rank  and  profession.  The  correctness  of 
this  stateiiit'iiL  will  appear  from  the  fact,  related  by  Lim- 
borch,  that,  amidst  all  his  pretensions  to  kiudly  feeling 
towards  him,  he  so  £Bur  forgot  himself  as  to  speak  of  hioi, 
when  abaen^  in  a  disrespectful  manner.  And  on  one  occa- 
sion, when  invited  with  Episcopius,  Heinsias,  Jaccheus, 
and  some  other  geutleuicu,  lu  ^up  al  the  house  of  a  friend. 
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he  behaved  towards  him  in  an  extremely  nidc  manner. 
The  circomstaDce  which  occasioned  his  thus  treating  him, 
WM  SB  follows.  It  being  Whitsiiiitidey  the  eonpanj  were 
speakiDg  of  the  unity  ezisting  amongst  the  disciples  of  our 
Lord,  as  stated  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  when  the  spirit 
descended  upon  them  ;  which  further  led  to  a  conversation, 
between  Heinsius  and  Episcopius,  on  the  Reformation 
as  effected  by  Luther,  with  the  probable  canses  tending  to 
promote  it,  and  to  give  so  extended  a  spread  to  his  doctrines. 
Episcopins  said,  '^that  he  thought  the  inflexible  deter- 
mination of  the  Pope  and  Iiis  adherents,  not  to  bend  or 
give  way  in  the  most  trilling  point,  together  with  the  out- 
rageons  conduct  of  those  who  were  interested  to  ppocore  the 
coodemnation  of  his  theses,  ought  be  considered  as  greatly 
eontribatang  to  it"  On  hearing  this,  Polyander  expressed 
his  disapprobation,  first  in  an  under  tone,  and  afterwards, 
more  than  once,  said  aloud,  They  who  here  wish  changes, 
are  rafcah  and  mikdm^  Episcopios  suffered  this  to  pass  un- 
heeded; and  was  proceeding  wiUi  hb  remarks  to  Heinsius,* 
when  Pofyander,  wiUi  greater  vehemence,  uttered  the  same 

*  H^mdiit  licfB  intndnead  is  uMNdated  with  Uw  Remomtrwti,  wu  at 
lids  time  PtofeMor  of  Hiitozy  in  tbe  oniTenltj  of  Lejden.  Wkiie  tbftti<l» 
wtet  iattdr  Ikvoor,  be  Ideotlfled  bUnaflif  with  Hieni,  and  et  ihe  death  ef 
AnnlniiM,  he  wrote  eome  beentifiil  Latin  ▼enei  on  the  suranifnl  erent, 
founded  on  a  oonpaiiaoa  of  the  deeds  of  one  Hennann,  a  brave  Gknnan, 
trho  had  nobly  leaietod  Imperial  Rome,  and  Annlnina  who  had  attacked 
B^pal  Rome.    Anton  in  bU  Histoiy  of  Genaanj,  ipeaking  of  tbe  fonMft 
iaya,  ein  fHUr  Xn^ttt  i^ungUng  plirmBaaii  S>ii9\mx%  tisscs,  €|frsitil« 
f|ct#irftts^0(ii,  tDarU  titt  iUctter  fctnes  VoterUnHes.  These  verses, 
which  may  be  seen  in  Nichols'  Life  of  Arminius,  Heinsius  thought  it  right 
to  omit  from  every  published  edition  of  his  works,  the  reason  of  which  tho 
reader  will  see,  when  be  is  informed,  that  so  soon  as  he  discovered  tlint  the 
Contra- Hcmonstrants  were  gaining  the  ascendancy,  he  attached  himself  to 
thcni,  and,  in  consequence,  was  made  secretary  to  tlie  Lay  Commissioners  at 
tliL  Synod  of  Dort,  and  fell  under  the  temptation  as  !•*  n«!ii,il  with  apostates, 
of  violently  assailing  his  former  friends,  for  the  pnrpoht;  oi  i)lle^^  iI)g  bis  new 
ones,  as  Luther  says,  thmt  he  had  gvi  rid  oj  the  smell  qf  the  old  tub. 


Digitized  by  Google 


180 


CHAPTER  VUI, 


o/SmAve  Unguage.  Still  he  remained  undittinrbed,  and  con* 

tiiiuL'd  his  conversation  with  Hcinsius.  At  this  moment, 
Jacclieus  interrupted  them  by  saying  to  Heinsius,  I  wish 
jroii  would  anawer  me  this  question,  Whether  ia  it  better  ta 
have  peace  in  the  atale  with  Cilaehoadi  or  ezdtement  witb 
tmtb?**  '^Thatia  another  mattw,**  aaid  Heinaina:  when 
PolyandLT  immediately  added,  *' A\  hat  has  that  to  do  with 
the  subject  ?  I  say  that  thoae  who  seek  to  change  the  prin- 
mplea  of  the  Eeforml^ion,  are  a  aet  of  raguei  and  tkiemt/* 
Epiaooplna  eould  leatrain  hiaaelf  no  longer,  and  aaid, 
''Well,  miater  colleagiie,  yon  have  uttered  language  sereral 
times,  which  I  conceive  to  be  very  offensive  and  injurious, 
both  to  me  and  othera.  To  aaj  that  persons  have  erred,  or 
that  thej  are  pnrauing  a  wrong  eofurae^  would  be  bearable) 
but  to  aaaerC,  that  tlie3r  are  roquet  and  ihiives  ia  intoleraUe^ 
and  certainly  most  unjustifiable.'*  What  I  have  said,**  re- 
plied Polyander,  "  I  am  determined  to  maintain."  At  thij 
moment,  the  whole  of  the  company  interfered,  and  said,  ^^that 
Pdljander  waa  greatly  to  blame,  and  that  he  had  totaUj 
miaundetatood  fipiacopiua,  who  eertainly  had  given  lum  no 
reason  for  treating  him  thus."  This  rebuke  seemed  to  bring 
him  to  a  sense  of  shame,  and  endeavouring  to  make  the  beat 
of  hia  situation,  he  said,  O  Gentlemen,  we  know  each 
other  very  well : "  and  then  addreaaing  Epiaoopiua  with  aa* 
aumed  playfulneaa,  he  aaid,  ''At  a  more  convenient  time,  I 
will  tell  you,  sir,  what  you  ha^  c  done  both  publicly  and  pri- 
vately, to  effect  changes."  To  tliis  he  replied,  "  When  you 
pleaae,  air,  I  shall  be  ready  to  hear  you.**  To  which.  Poly* 
aader  anawered  in  a  very  rude  manner;  and,  continuing  to 
treat  Epiacopioa  in  a  diareapectitd  way,  the  company  again 
interposed,  and  said,  "  lliat  he  certainly  had  mistakcii  the 
)}urport  of  bis  colleague's  remarks."  This  declaration  was 
accompanied  with  certain  encomiuma  on  the  conduct  and 
behaviour  of  the  latter,  indicating,  though  in  an  indirect 
way,  their  preference  of  him,  which  ao  atung  Polyander, 
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that  he  exclaimed,  "  Gcuatlemen,  /  mm  bear  noiMnff  to  ill 
a»  eomiempiJ"* 

At  laagth  the  dispute  tenninated,  and  tkey  parted  in  a 
tolenbty  firiendljr  maimer.  From  this  circmaMtaiiee,  hour- 

ever,  oar  professor  discovered  how  his  colleague  was  affected 
towards  him,  aod  that  it  required  the  utmost  prudeoce  on 
Ma  part  to  live  in  amity  and  peace  with  him*  NeveitheleMi» 
be  rocceeded  ao  Jar  in  aecompliahing  thisi  thai  he  anb* 
■eqnently  had  no  pfdnfol  colfinon  with  him  of  a  ainular 
kind.  But  while  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  generally 
living  with  Poljrander  on  terms  of  courteous  regard  and 
fiiendlj  civility,  and  beheld  the  increasing  praqperity  of  the 
auTennty  nnder  their  joint  laboiira^  jet  the  pleasore  aiisbg 
from  these  eireumstances  must  have  been  greatly  diminish- 
ed from  the  fact  of  his  witnessing  the  bigotry  of  the  Contra- 
liemonstrant  clergy,  driving  the  disagreemeut  between  them- 
aelvea  and  the  Bemonstranta  to  a  crisis.  In  manj  plaeea 
individnals  had  rslosed  to  acknowledge  them  aa  bfethren, 
and  would  not  take  the  sacrament  with  them;  but  it 
belonged  to  the  ministers  of  Amsterdam  as  a  body,  in  a 
meeting  assembled  for  the  purpose,  to  denounce  them  pub* 
Mety;  and  declare  to  the  world,  that,  7Asy  eoM  nai  owm 
ike  RemotuimnU  a$  hrHkren^  without  oommdeHmg  them' 
ielres  (jiiilfy  of  irrotnj,  or  acknowledge  them  to  be  persons 
with  whom  tliey  could  Jmld  Christian  fellowship,  seeing 
Hat  thep  had  a  dijff^mt  doctHne/rom  that  of  Christ,  hit 
apaatlet,  and  the  reformed  ehurehs  and  unHl  thep  epenfy  die^ 
avowed  and  abandoned  their  opinions^  they  mutt  teparate 
from  ihem^  as  from  those  who  were  seekiny  to  Lay  another 

*  *At  afat*"  myhtYmwit  pntemon  Memed  to  lire  together  in  good 
«idaHludli«.  Est  that  did  Aotkn  kng.  WhotlMff  F^lysiidiriPtiJca. 
ham  of  BpiMopiw^  npolitiiNi,  bo  boiiig  a  man  of  uncommon  learning,  aad 
•  am  tslitio  poDitntiiig  wit,  or  wb^hor  seal  in  defenoo  of  the  dootrlno  of 
prodetUmtion  nigod  him  to  oppose  him,  whatofor  it  wni,  thora  wo  «  nip- 
tore  betwm  tkai.>*  Put  ii.  p,  18. 
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foundation,*  And  not  satisfied  with  publishing  this  bigoted 
manifesto,  they  deputed  certain  persons  of  their  party,  to 
proceed  to  different  consistories  in  the  Netherlands,  to  induce 
them  to  adopt  similar  measures,  and  proclaim  the  Remon- 
strants as  unworthy  of  being  received  and  treated  as  Christian 
brethren.  Long  before  these  proceedings,  one  or  two  min- 
isters, as  stated  above,  had  seceded  from  them,  and  attempted 
to  form  distinct  congregations ;  but  their  conduct  was  pro- 
nounced illegal,  which  therefore  prevented  its  being  imitated 
to  any  great  extent;  but  the  conduct  of  the  Amsterdam 
clergy,  not  only  seemed  to  give  legality  to  such  secessions, 
but,  from  their  influence  and  number,  they  warranted  others 
to  tread  in  their  steps.  As  a  consequence,  all  was  tumult 
and  confusion,  and  rents  and  discord  prevailed  on  every  side. 
The  Contra-Remonstrants  deposed  the  Remonstrants,  and 
seized  on  their  churches ;  while  in  other  places,  where  the 
Remonstrants  were  the  most  numerous,  something  like  re- 
taliation was  adopted.  But  with  the  Contra-Remonstrants 
these  tumults  not  only  originated,  but  their  sanction  of  them 
was  the  cause  of  their  more  widely  spreading.  In  support 
of  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  we  may  advert  to  the 
patronage  given  to  one  of  their  ministers,  Rosseus,  at  the 
Hague,  who  refused  to  hold  communion  with  Uitenbogacrdt, 
and  who,  with  his  adherents,  violently  seized  one  of  the 
churches  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  entire  separation 
from  the  Remonstrants,  on  the  alleged  ground,  that  their 
doctrines  were  such  as  were  not  to  be  tolerated. 

•  Grotins  remarlcs  concerning  this  declaration,  that  it  must  appear  very 
strange,  tlmt  the  Contra-RemonstranUt,  who  denounce  the  Remonstrants  as 
heretics,  with  whom  they  cannot  with  a  good  conscience  hold  church  fellow- 
ship, yet  admit  that  they  can  hold  communion  with  the  Lutherans,  who  dis- 
agree with  them  on  the  same  points  as  the  Remonstrants ;  which  makes 
people  doubt  whether  this  was  erer  a  matter  of  conscience  with  them,  but 
rather  a  covering  to  effect  their  design  of  revolutionizing  the  goremment. 
Events  pnivcd  the  correctness  of  this  opinion.    Brandt,  vol,  ii.  p.  273. 
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Since  the  Amsterdam  clergy  assigned  as  the  reason  of  their 
deDOuncing  the  Remonatraots,  as  not  worthy  of  being  treated 
08  tuelhreiiy  the  dreimulaiice  of  their  holding  doctrines  differ* 
entto  those  of  Christ,  his  apostles,  and  the  lefiNrmed  chureh,  we 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  reader  a  narrative  of  facts,  respect- 
ing the  suspension  of  a  minister,  by  them,  for  preaching  what 
they  called  false  doctrine^  which  will  indirectly  show,  what 
tlMse  worthies  thought  to  be  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  his  apos* 
ties,  and  the  leformed  chnrcb,  from  which  they  consideied 
him  to  have  departed,  and  therefore  proceeded  to  suspend 
him  from  his  office  as  a  false  teacher.  This  person  was  named 
Simon  Goulart.  fie  had  been  a  minister  of  the  Walloon 
ehurch  at  Amsterdam,  for  thirteen  years,  and  had  for  his  ool- 
leagne,  a  clergyman  by  the  name  of  Manrois.  This  gentle* 
mail,  ihoii^^'h  he  had  been  always  inclined  to  the  doctrines  of 
the  Contra-Kemonstrants,  yet,  up  to  this  period  he  had  been 
tolerably  moderate  in  his  sentiments;  and  by  the  mora 
bigoted  of  their  party  had  been  treated  unUndly  for  not 
avowing  himself  more  decidedly  on  what  are  strangely  term- 
ed the  Doctrines  of  Grace.  Galled  by  the  treatment  he  met 
with,  and  seeing  the  ministers  of  the  Dutch  church  thus 
denounce  the  Remonstrants,  he  was  indnced,  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  September  in  the  year,  1615,  to  preadi  a  seimon 
on  the  unconditional  election  of  some,  and  the  absolute  re- 
probation and  damnation  of  others ;  in  which  he  appears  to 
have  gone  so  far,  as  to  include  infants  amongst  the  number  of 
those  who  were  created  for  the  purpose  of  being  reprobated 
to  evetlasting  misery.  The  sermon  greatly  disgusted  Qojk* 
lart,  wlio  lliought  himself  bound  iiimiediatcly  to  comitcract 
its  effects,  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  while  ex- 
pounding the  section  of  the  French  Catechism  for  the  ninth 
Sunday,  which  treats  of  Christ^s  crucifixion  and  death,  he 
concluded  his  remarks  upon  it  in  the  following  words :— - 
"  Christ  delivered  us  from  the  curse  of  law,  by  becoming  a 
curse  for  us^  fur  it  is  written,  Cursed  is  lie  ilmi  hangeih  on 


Digitized  by  Google 


194 


CHAFTBR  ▼III. 


a  tree;  so  that  instead  of  our  being  doomed  to  perdition 
under  that  cuf%e  which  Adam  brought  upon  himself  and  all 
liii  potlentjf  the  blessing  of  Christ^  securing  the  posnbility 
of  salvatioDy  eamu  in  Us  place,  he  htTlng  obtained  H  for  all 
mankuid.  But  none  ean  partake  of  so  great  a  benefit  but  only 
believers,  who  lay  liold  on  it  by  f<iith.  As  fur  unbelievers, 
whio  bjr  their  infidelity  and  ingratitude,  reject  this  benefitf 
they  are  exdnded  kom  it,  and  continue  under  the  cmne^ 
aeceiding  to  the  dedaralion  of  St  John,  iii.  8^  JSfo  thai 
hdiemth  <m  the  8m^  hoik  everlaBtuii/  li/e,  and  he  thai 
Heveth  not  mt  the  Son,  shall  7iot  see  life,  hut  the  mrath  of 
God  ahideth  on  him.  He,  therefore,  that  believes  in  the 
8ott,  shall  obtain  the  blesamg,  and  aa  believing  he  is  chosen 
to  the  blessing;  but  he  that  believes  not  the  Son  b  prepared 
for  the  eune^  and  the  eurm  semuns  npon  him,  as  the  apos- 
tle witnesses  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  iii.  9,  10,  say- 
ing, that  they  which  be  of  Jailh  are  blessed  urith  faithful 
Abraham,  And  that,  as  many  aeareitf  the  worki  the 
iaWf  are  mider  the  cane.  We  most  not  imagine  that  die 
gracious  God  has  appointed  by  an  absolute  mid  unavoidable 
decree,  any  infants,  especially  of  believing  parents,  from 
their  mother's  womb  to  the  everlasting  torments  of  helL 
This  rash  and  foolish  notion  is  incompatible  with  the  words 
of  Ood,  tffAo  wUl  have  aU  men  to  be  eaeed,  I  Timothy,  IL  8. 
And,  wh  o  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men^  especially  of  them  thai 
beliet:e,  1  Timothy,  iv.  10.  And,  IVho  has  no  pleasure  in 
the  death  qf  him  that  dieth^  Ezekiel,  xviii,  32.  The  door 
of  his  moey  and  Uessing,  which  onr  Sorionr,  Chriet^  hath 

•  In  an  editiiA  of  this  work,  now  beforo  at,  frinled  ia  1600^  Hw  flnt  qvei. 
lion  and  uuwer  run  tbna : — 

DIMANCHE  IX. 

M.  Ce  qu'il  a  e«t6  cnicifi^  emport»41  qaelqae  diow  pioitDit  ^aa  on 

Peust  autmnent  fait  moorir  ? 

E.  Oui,  comme  I'Apostre  le  rcmonstrc,  dmnt,  quUl  a  wt^  pendu  au  bois 
pour  transporter  nostre  malediction  sur  soy-meaiiie,poiur  uous  en  deicliaiger. 
Car  ce  genre  de  mort  estoit  maudit  de  IMen. 
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opened,  is  shut  against  none.  Arc  there  any  that  remain 
under  the  curse  ?  It  is  their  own  feuit,  so  far  as  they,  by 
their  unbeUef  aod  imthankfuhiegay  rsjeot  the  blesiuig  that  is 
ofoed  to  them,  and  choose  the  oune;  aa  it  is  said  in  the 
cixtli  Paalniy  17.  Am  he  laved  ewniny^  go  iei  it  eeme  umio 
him ;  as  he  deliyhted  not  in  blessimj,  no  let  it  be  far  from 
him.  Let  not,  therefore^  the  mothers  who  now  hear  me^ 
nor  any  other  believing  women  tliat  have  ehildreo^  ever  ftn« 
ey  that  any  of  them  are  thua  appdnted  to  the  cuiae  before 
thehr  birth,  in  order  to  be  cast  into  eternal  fire.  But  much 
rather  assure  yourselves,  ye  believing  parents,  as  often  as 
you  think  of  your  children,  or  see  them  before  yonr  eyes, 
that  Chriat  died  for  them,  and  that  by  hia  bitter  aufieringa 
and  death  opon  the  erosa,  he  haa  done  away  the  emne.  And 
when  they  attun  to  years  of  discretion,  instruct  them  in  the 
same  assurance,  to  the  end  that,  by  laying  hold  of  Christ 
and  his  blessing  through  faith,  you  and  they  may  be  made 
jmnt  partakers  of  ererlastmg  life.** 

These  remailu,— -probacy  deliyered  with  a  degree  of 
warmth  not  usual  with  Goulart,  for  all  parties  admit  that  he 
was  of  a  bland  and  amiable  temper, — excited  the  disappro- 
bation of  his  brother  ministers,  and  he  was  accordingly 
aommbned  to  appear  before  the  consistory.  Here  it  waa 
asserted,  that  in  the  aforesaid  sermon  theie  was  a  fonndatkm 
kid  for  Arminum  Pelagianism,  And  the  consistory,  after 
examining  the  subject  at  various  sittint^s,  finally  decreed, 
that  he  should  be  suspended  preaching,  aud  adminis* 
tering  &e  sacrament,  and  not  be  admitted  again  to  oiBclate 
at  either,  onlesa  he  recanted  the  sentiments  adraneed  in  hia 
sermon,  and  asked  pardon  for  his  violent  preaching  against 
the  established  doctrine^  and  should,  likeu  isc,  on  all  occa- 
aions,  assist  in  confuting  the  innovations  of  the  SeoMi^ 
eirattU,  ^^He  endeaToored,**  say  the  historians  who  state 
the  particulars  of  this  alMr,  ^io  qniet  the  clergy  by  oflbrbg 
to  do  throe  liiiugb ; — lirbt,  tu  beg  pardon  of  the  church  on 


Digitized  by  Google 


196 


CHAPTBB  VIII. 


aceount  of  the  warmth  he  was  accused  of,  and  so  far  to  snb- 

niit  to  iheir  judgment:  secondly,  not  to  speak  against  the 
opinions  of  the  Contra-liemon&trants  for  the  time  to  come  : 
and  thixdlj,  to  confine  himself  entirely  within  the  bounds  of 
Melancthon^s  opinions."   They,  howeTer,  insisted  ikai  he 
should  defend  ike  doctrine  he  had  opposed;  which  he 
declared  he  could  not  do,  without  displeasing  God,  and 
wonndini;  hi?  ow'n  conscience.    This  being  the  case,  he  was 
suspended  £rom  the  exercise  of  iiis  ministiy,  and  forbidden 
to  at  with  the  ministers^  and  was  ordered  to  take  his  seat  in 
the  body  of  the  church  with  the  congregation  as  a  layman. 
Attempts  were  made  by  Uitenbogaerdt  to  indace  the  magis- 
tiales  of  Amsterdam  to  interfere  and  entreat  the  ministers  to 
felax  in  their  xigocons  proceedings  against  him»  bat  whether 
this  was  done  we  have  no  means  of  knowing,  only  that  it  is 
certain  he  was  not  rtstoicd,  ijiitj  on  the  contrary,  attached 
himself  to  the  liemonstrants,  and  four  years  afterwards  with 
many  others  of  them  wasbanbhed  from  Holland  on  accoimt 
of  his  opinions.   Immediately  after  his  moMpeoaoa,  and  be- 
fore his  case  came  under  the  notice  of  the  Walloon  synod, 
he  published,  in  French  and  Dutch,  thai  part  of  his  sermon 
which  was  so  oticnsive  to  the  consistory,  that  the  public 
might  judge  whether  he  deserved  the  treatment  he  had  met 
with.   He  afterwards  siso  published  a  Tindication  of  his 
conduct,  under  the  following  title:— An  answer  to  the 
accubaliuus  drawn  out  of  the  journal  of  the  Walloon  consis- 
tory, to  the  prejudice  of  Simon  Goulart"'   We  deem  it  right 
to  giro  a  few  of  these  charges,  which  amounted  to  twenty- 
twp,  with  Goulards  reply  to  them.     The  second,  with 
which  we  shall  commence,  immediately  relates  to  the  prin- 
cipal charge,  that  of  his  opposing  the  doctrine  of  his  col- 
league, and  is  thus  expressed : — 

Thai  he  had  eppoeed  the  mmuiwf  qf  Mauroie, 
Answer. — This  is  not  true;  for  I  only  opposed  the  false 
and  rash  opinion  of  those  who  assert,  that  certain  infants 
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bom  of  belierag  puentfl^  are,  by  an  abeolota  decree  of  God^ 
passed  by,  and  abandoned  to  perdition.   And  Manrois  and 

Barsccourt*  assert,  that  some  children  of  bclievinp^  parents 
are  bated  and  rejected  by  God  from  their  infancy.  But 
I  maintain,  that  no  infanta  bom  of  believing  parents,  are 
hated  with  sacb  a  hatred  as  God  shows  towards  the 
devil  and  the  danmed.  And  I  feel  myself  obliged  to  oppose 
Uiosc  who  do  maintain  such  doctrines,  as  persons  who  are 
teaching  things  contrary  to  God^s  word. 

not /or  these  kut  Jhe  cr  six  feare,  he  hoi  mamtaiHed 
ike  opinume  of  the  JRemansirunts. 

Answer. — confess  that  I  have  approved  the  opinions  of 
the  RemonsLrants  ever  since  I  understood  them.  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  own  it ;  for  their  doctrines  are  conformable  to 
the  word  of  God;  but  those  of  others  contradictory  to  it, 
and  therefore  false. 

T7tat  he  had  &ald,  the  door  of  mercy  is  open,  and  all  men 
may  be  saved  that  please ;  seeing  that  it  only  depeftds  on 
ike  will  qf  men^ 

Answer.^These  last  words  are  eqaivocal,  neither  did  I 
nsethem.  I  said,  indeed,  ''that  the  door  of  mercy  was 
open  to  all  men,  and  that  if  they  went  not  in,  it  w  as  their 
own  fault,  and  not  God's,  and  this  I  affirm  to  be  true,  and 
agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  in  which  we  are  taught,  that 
He  will  Aa«e  aU  men  to  be  eaved^  and  io  come  io  ike  knom^ 
ledge  of  the  iruik,  I  Timothy,  ii.  4:  that  Chiist  Jesus  came 
into  the  world  to  save  all,  since  he  is  I  he  propitiafion  for 
our  ttfw,  and  not  for  ours  only^  but  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world,  1  Timothy,  iL  22:  and  Christ,  in  his  address  to  the 
Jews,  said,  Bui  ikeee  ihings  I  §ay  ihai  ye  migki  be  saved : 
and  again,  And  ye  will  not  come  to  me^  that  ye  might  be 
saved,  John,  v.  34,  40. 

•  It  appears  that  they  quoted  the  Mm  of  IdmuMl  sad  fiiaii^  in  proof  of 
tlkif  hoBiblo  opinion. 
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That  he  owu$  he  has  not  taughi  our  doctHne  these  Jkmr^ 

Answer. — ^These  words  ore  equivocal;  for  if  they  mesn 
the  doctrine  of  the  reformed  churches,  1  have  always  taught 

it;  but  if  by  oi/r,  they  moan  that  of  the  Contra- Remon- 
$iraMi$i — who  teach  that  Chiist  did  not  come  into  the  world 
to  save  all  men,  but  only  some,  and  the  like  points^ — 1  have 
been  so  far  from  teaching  those  doctrines,  Ihat,  on  the  eon- 
traiy,  I  have  frequently  refuted  them. 

That  he  had  otvned  he  had  to nccaledf  J&r  the  space  of 
thirteen  years,  which  side  he  held  with. 

Answer,— This  is  a  mistake;  for  those  doetiines  which  I 
looked  upon  to  be  false,  from  the  beginning  of  my  miidstry, 
I  have  always  opposed;  especially  the  erroneous  notions 
about  the  absolute  rejection  of  any  infant  children  bom  of 
believing  parents.  It  is  true,  I  never  attacked  that  doctrine 
so  publicly  and  fonnaUy  as  in  the  semon  I  ]]ieached  on  the 
thirteenth  of  September,  1616 :  but  because  I  never  set  my 
face  against  this  error  so  positively  and  explicitly  before, 
does  it  from  thence  follow,  that  I  never  should  or  might  do  it 

Thai  he  cannot  condemn  the  Remonstrants, 

Answer.— ^When  I  was  obliged  to  give  an  aceonnt  of  my 
sermoni  there  was  no  occasion  for  roe  to  pfononnce  an  opinion 
on  the  Remonstrants;  when,  therefore,  I  was  asked  by  those 
of  the  consistory,  whether  I  approved  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
lUmonstrants  or  not,  I  looked  upon  it  to  be  an  nnseasosable 
qneslion,  and  told  them,  that  what  I  was  properly  lo  ac- 
eonnt for,  was  my  sennon,  and  not  the  doctrine  of  the  Re- 
monstrants. 

That  he  associated  himseff  with  tlie  Remonstramts  and 
with  the  magistraiei. 

Answer* — Why  should  I  not  keep  company  with  men  of 
virtue  and  honour  ? 

TTiat  he  never  espoused  the  opinions  of  the  CoHtra-Jic^ 
monstraniSf/rom  the  very  beginning  q/  his  studies. 
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Answer* — The  opinions  a£  the  Cootra-AemoiistraiiU  aie 
^ontndktovjr  to      Wcsd  of  God»  and  the  dootriae  of 
rafamed  chatcheoy  and  inroked  in  Tttions  ambigiiities  and 

contraricLies;  and,  therefore,  il  is  not  strange  that  I  could 
not  espouse  them,  especially  since  irom  my  £rst  studies,  I 
have  ftven  into  that  pme  and  orthodox  oinman^  "that 
Chiiaft  came  into  the  worlds  and  snfieied  deadi  for  all,  and 
not  to  some  only.^ 

TJiaijuT  Uari&en  years  tocher  he  wm  a  settled  Reman' 
strant* 

Answer. — I  do  not  romeMber  that  I  orer  said  80|  nor  is 
H  likely  that  I  dumld  hare  said  that  I  was  a  Benonstfant 

abore  thirteen  years  ago,  there  having  been  no  mention  of 
any  such  name,  till  after  the  conference  of  the  Hague,  in  the 
year,  1611 ;  fnm  whence^  likevise,  appeam  the  absurdity  of 
the  following  accusation* 

Thai  dming  the  space  of  thirteen  yeesrs^  he  had  reeohed 
to  adhere  to  the  Remomirants^  opinion. 

Answer. — ^And  suppose  it  were  so  ;  then  had  I  resolved 
to  adhere  to  a  good  opinion^  and  one  more  consbtent  with 
the  doctrine  of  the  Reformed  Chnrches  than  that  of  the  Con* 
tra-Remonstrants ;  as  I  declared  not  long  since  to  one  of 
the  deputies  of  Geneva, 

This  somewhat  lengthened  account  wc  have  thought  it 
jigjht  to  present  to  the  reader,  as  it  will  show  what  were 
the  tfiifiMtiga  of » Certain  class  of  the  Dutch  dinnes,  and 
what  the  elements  of  that  agency,  which,  distinguished 
by  bigotry  and  persecution,  denounced  so  many  holy  and 
devoted  men,  with  their  friends  and  followers,  as  being, 
aaseimd  in  Christian  doctrine  and  opinion.  And  whilst 
it  is  believed,  that  the  horrible  doctrine,  opposed  by  Gou- 
lart,  which  maintains  the  reprobation  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  human  family,  as  being  created  for  tliat  very  pur- 
pose, inlants  included  in  the  number,  was  not  approved  by 
all  the  Contya-BenioostnaBt  ministers,  yet  it  is  evident  that 
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it  was  either  publicly  avowed  or  silcntlj  admitted  by  a 
groat  znany  of  thein^  as  well  aa  hy  several  of  the  laity,  who 
adopted  it  from  ihem,^ 

In  comparing  the  state  of  opinion  amongst  those  persons 
who  now  bear  the  name  of  CaUiiiists,  wiih  iliosc  who  were 
so  denominated  in  Holland,  in  the  year  1015,  and  who 
aaiutaioed  the  above  aentimentSy  we  cannot  hot  i^oiee 
to  know  that  if  tb^  aro  not  completely  discaided  by  the 

•  To  prove  tlial  tins  horrible  doctrine  %vn«^  cpon^ed  hy  many  Calvinist  fli- 
?ines  of  that  day,  we  shall  give  a  few  extracts  from  tin.  ir  writint?-;,  as  copie<l 
by  the  RcmonstrjiTitH,  and  prrseuted  to  the  synod  on  the  fourteenth  of  Janu- 
ary, iOlD.  in  this  n  ipt  r,  tiiey  first  give  a  lengthened  statement  of  their  own 
sentiments  on  the  subject  of  predestination,  and  then  proceed  to  object  to 
the  opinions  of  those  who  ranj^ed  themselves  undrr  ilie  name  of  Calrin,  many 
of  wL(»iii  were  the  writers  of  these  passages,  and  were  to  be  their  jndgcs. 
The  scrlion  I  ontaini  ng  these  quotations  may  be  found  in  the  Acta  Kniion. 
ttrantiutn,  at  jugc  1 1,  part  2.  That  the  reader  may  8€c  that  wc  dtul  fuirly 
with  dii  se  passages,  we  i>hail  present  the  original  in  opposite  culumns  to 
our  Lmuslation : — 

MembmiB  Meandam  ^nod  n^ieimiis,  est : 

JEtittm  tnjiuitcs  nUqw't.  fhhliiDii  m  mftintia  .<:u(t  tiittc  nUurn  jH  ri-ittiim  actuale  tH 
propria  p^toua  commtstumf  in  hoc  vita  decedenit'Sf  reprobts  a£censeri» 


"hifimhm  qmi  In  Ckri$t»  morhm- 
fatr,  iMlifiiMi  «ptrari  aliqtud  pot- 

PaiMhkBoai.  %  M.9.p,%a2, 

Uagmtrvlhf  id  »mnu  empfdktmiai, 
M  imM§icitkie  hapiim^}  iteedm- 

^V^vdlfdB^ii  ^ft0M^B^^P^^M09^ 

/m,  qui  ad  prmdnHnaUcmem  Hon  per. 
liMiit."— Martyr  Lodt  ComiiL  Claw. 
300^.1.11.32.  p,  137. 


The  condition  of  thote  taftati,  trtio 
die  in  Chriit  bofem  tbtt  tiugr  1hit« 
been  able  to  perfimD  any  aet,  Is  dif^ 
feient;  for thej will, as oliiei«t either 
be  aaved  ineiely  at  the  leealtof  gnee, 
or  daniied  aeeotdiag  to  natiiBx  aa 
eblldflen  of  uTath. 

For,  tinee  tliia  pfomiae  ia  sot  to 
general  as  to  eomprebend  all,  Ihtm- 
fbie  I  dare  not  poaitiTBly  lay  that 
aay,fo  dyi^g  [without  baptism]  will 
obtain  eternal  salvation.  For  there 
are  some  children  of  holy  people, 
who  do  not  belong  to  those  who  an 
predestinated  to  eternal  iile. 
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former,  yet  the  admiBnon  of  them  is  only  by  the  fewy 
and  even  these  rardy  dare  to  utter  them  either  in  public 

discourses  or  in  print:  and  when  done,  though  in  an  in- 
direct manner,  yet  even  such  an  announcement  of  them, 
rouses  the  just  indignaticm  ^  of  the  more  numerous  and 
more  benevoIeBt  of  those,  who  are  designated  Calrinists, 
and  who  hare  imbibed  much  of  the  charity  and  weeping 
sympathy  of  our  holy  and  philanthropic  religion.  Into  the 
cause  of  this  mighty  and  beneficial  change  we  need  scarcely 
attempt  to  enquire,  only  we  would  just  remark,  that  as  in 
Natnnd  Philosophy,  the  extension  of  discoFeiy  and  the 
quickened  state  of  human  intellect  drire  into  the  shade 
gross  and  palpable  errors,  which  once  had  t(  iiacioiis  hold 
upon  the  thinkings  of  mankind,  so  Ihc  amended  state  of 
moral  feeling,  under  the  expansive  influence  of  Christian 
benevolence,  expels  from  the  church  of  God,  what  is  cruel, 
harsh,  unjust,  and  contracted,  in  the  opinions  of  its  members. 


"  ^JiUti  Kiiid  piorum  infanU's,  ante 
ttllum  ratinnis  usum  tnoricntts,  tauwn 
originalii  tiln  prinUi  laU'S  homini6us 
damnandis  Ai/^/ttrril." — Perkins.  Ar- 
mil.  p.  261. 

"JW  reptobit  infantibus  executio 
DtCfwH  Mriemi:  Ubi  jnrimim  nati 
tmHt,  ob  primartt  H  noHui  peecati  rea- 
Ahu  $iH  rtIkH  marinUety  reprobantur 
4m  mfmrmm/'—'Idtm  ibidem,  cap,  53. 
p.  919. 


There  are  many  InfiiiiU  of  pions 
parents,  who,  tiding  before  Xhvy  liave 
tiiG  use  of  their  reason,  ncrcrlhelcss, 
on  account  of  original  sin,  will  be 
damned. 

The  execution  of  the  decree  of 
God,  against  reprobate  infanta,  is 
this; — as  soon  as  tbey  are  bom>  thejr 
are  reprobated  to  eternal  death :  being 
left  i»  thenMlfWi  when  dying,  on 
MeoQBt  the  gailt  of  satire  and 
oilgiDal  sin. 


Muj  moie  puigei,  to  the  same  effect,  might  be  selected  from  tliU  ma- 
uoR  THBOUMV  luit  we  judge  the  shore  will  satiafy  the  reader. 

•  Wf  bormw  this  detignation  frotn  th<  worV  entitled,  F*n4TlciSH  i  the  writer  of  whidi,  wr 

fercri^-i ,  fn  m  hii  Introductory  Enay  tn  f'fw  irr«i*'  Frmlem  nf  thr  Will,  vrinhr^  to  Ik-  ronKidcred 
a  Calviaist.  I  htn  circcunittanrp,  it  i«  prubabic,  may  induce  )iiin  nut  toapprott-  ol  our  thus  Hiding 
it;  but  we  •bail  leave  the  uuprcjudioed  retuler  to  judgtt,  wlieUicr  it  is  not  here  appr«|<nit«-ly  in* 
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Two  circumstanceSy  gcowiag  owi  of  this  siato  of  tbiuga, 
muit  be  hailed  by  ereiy  beneFoleBt  mind.  Tke  fini  it»  thai 
of  a  wider  expanuon  being  given  to  the  idniitiet  ofita  min* 

istersy  accompanied  with  a  more  enlarged  and  unfettered 
address  to  the  consciences  of  sianers,  of  which  the  happjr 
effects  are  seen  in  the  crowded  congregationa  and  converled 
membera  of  chnrehet  under  the  paatoial  caie  of  thoae  who 
now  bear  the  designation  of  Calviniela;  while  the  spirit  of 
persecution,  founded  on  the  supposed  right  of  cursing  and 
hating  those  whom  God  had  before  cursed  and  hated,  has 
given  way  with  the  horrible  doctrine  itaelf.  In  aupport  of 
theie  podtioni^  we  shall  present  the  reader  with  eitiaeta 
inm  two  modem  Calvinislle  writers,  which  deserve  atten* 
tion  from  the  force  and  eloquence  of  the  sentiments  they 
contain,  independently  of  their  being  so  appropriate  to  the 
positions  we  have  advanced.   The  first  is  fiom  DiKourm9 

Heal ;  by  the  Rbv.  William  Hull:**  which  were  published 

at  the  unanimous  request  of  the  students  of  the  Wejniond- 
ly  Theological  Institution,  and  therefore  must  have  been 
^proved  of  by  these  gentlemen  there  preparing  for  the  pub- 
lic ministry.  The  one,  from  which  we  select  the  IbUowing 
passage,  is  the  first,  ^  the  object  of  which  is  to  oppose  the 
tenet,  that  the  death  of  Christ  had  an  exclusive  reference 
to "  what  is  designated  the  salvation  of  the  elect,*'  and 
is  designed  to  show  that  the  more  expansive  and  benevo- 
lent views  of  Baxter  are  superior  to  thoae  of  Presideiit 

Edwards : — 

*'  Of  the  happy  eilccts  produced  on  the  Christian  ministry 
by  the  more  enlarged  interpretation  of  the  extent  of  the  death 
of  Christ,  as  implying  a  probationary  state,  a  strildng  illus- 
tration occurs  in  the  preaching  and  writings  of  Richard 

Baxter,  compared  with  liiosc  of  Jonathan  Edwards.  Both 
were  men  of  prodigious  intellect,  and  of  piety  not  less  dis- 
tinguished, BO  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  select  their  equala 
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iroiii  amongst  the  gfofttest  and  best  of  the  homan  face.  It 
is  therefere  extremely  interesting  to  observe  the  different 

cflccts  produced  upon  ihe  luiuds  of  siu  li  iiien  b)  ilicir  dif- 
ferent views  of  divine  truth*  Something,  no  doubt,  may  bo 
]mt  to  the  acoomit  of  ori^al  chaiacter  and  tempetament^ 
which  led  to  the  adoption^  by  each,  of  their  several  views  of 
the  divine  admlaistratioik  But  again,  thetr  princi|9lea  wocdd 
tend  to  fix  that  character,  and  foster  lluit  ttnij}eiaiiicnt 
Baxter,  proceeding  on  the  broad  ground  of  the  Scriptures^ 
and  making  his  metaphysics  snbaervieDt  to  a  scheme  of 
doctrine  accordant  with  the  misophisticated  moral  sense,  Is 
lemarliable  for  the  fervour  and  energy  of  his  appeals,  the 
tenderness  of  bis  expostulations,  the  glow  of  expansive  feel- 
ing with  which  he  pourtrays  the  love  of  God  to  a  revolted 
worid,  and  the  noble  freedom  with  which  he  applies  the 
various  topics  which  suggest  themselves  to  his  mighty  ge* 
nius,  to  the  hopes,  the  fears,  the  trembling  passions,  the 
awakened  reason,  the  consciousness  of  responsibility,  which 
no  guilt  of  apostacy  has  expelled  from  the  human  breast 
He  takes  his  stand  upon  the  unassailable  principIe^^No 
man  in  the  world  doth  perish  for  Adam's  sin  alone.*  The 
ilieology  of  Edwards,  more  systematic,  and  apparently  more 
consistent,  because  its  doctrines  were  squared  to  a  meta- 
physeal theoiy,  was  founded  npon  absolute  predestination, 
not  to  be  di$HHgm$hed  from  the  philosophical  neeeuity  of 
Hartley,  Hume,  and  Priestley,  but  by  the  attempt  to  engraft 
npon  it  the  great  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  to  reconcile 
with  it  a  moral  administration,  terminating  in  eternal  re- 
wards and  punishments.  His  preaching  and  his  practical 
writings,  accord  pvecisely  with  what  might  be  expected 
froni  i>uch  a  system,  embraced  by  a  man  of  transcendent 
ability  and  devotion,  in  his  hortatory  a<ldresses  to  the  un- 
godly, while  he  aims  to  awaken  his  own  sensibilities,  with 
a  view  to  the  sympathy  of  others,  it  is  evident  that  his  na- 
tive intensity  of  feeling  is  oppressed  by  some  deadening 
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power,  some  dark  spoil  which  sits  with  leaden  and  icy 
influence  upon  his  soul.  His  address  has  the  awfulness, 
together  with  the  cold  and  dreary  majesty,  of  fate;  and  when 
he  discourses  on  his  favourite  topics, — *  The  wicked  useful 
in  their  destruction  only,* — *  Sinners  in  the  hands  of  an  an- 
gry God,' — *The  justice  of  God  in  the  damnation  of  sinners,' 
— it  is  with  a  calmness  that  is  terrible — the  unperturbed 
tranquillity  of  a  man  who  has  reasoned  out  his  point,  and 
then  pronounces  his  stem  conclusion  with  the  oracular  voice 
of  destiny.  When  Baxter,  as  in  the  Saints'  Rest,  describes 
the  misery  of  those  who  lose  it,  he  makes  us  feel  that  he 
was  a  man  of  like  passions  with  others,  that  his  own  spirit 
flinches  and  recoils  from  the  contemplation  of  scenes,  which 
duty  compels  him  to  exhibit  to  a  regardless  world.  Like 
the  Redeemer,  he  weeps  over  lost  souls.  But  when  Edwards 
suspends  the  reprobate  sinner,  as  by  a  hair,  over  the  flaming 
abyss  of  perdition,  we  feel  as  if  in  the  presence  of  one  of  the 
ministers  of  divine  wrath,  who  has  himself  no  compunctious 
visi tings  of  nature,  but  with  complacent  firmness  executes 
the  judgments  of  Heaven.  Nor  are  we  surprised,  afler  wit- 
nessing his  own  self-possession  while  indulging  in  the  most 
appalling  imaginations,  to  be  told  by  him,  that  to  behold 
the  miseries  of  the  lost,  will  be  a  capital  ingredient  in  the 
cup  of  immortal  fruition.  *  The  wicked,'  he  says,  *  will  bo 
destroyed  and  tormented  in  the  view  of  the  saints  and  other 
inhabitants  of  heaven  ;  when  the  saints  in  heaven  shall  look 
upon  the  damned  in  hell,  it  will  prove  to  them  a  greater 
sense  of  their  own  happiness;  the  misery  of  the  damned  will 
give  them  a  greater  sense  of  the  distinguishing  grace  and 
love  of  God  to  them,  that  he  should  from  all  eternity  set  his 
love  on  them,  and  make  so  great  a  difference  between  them 
and  others,  who  are  of  the  same  species,  and  have  deserved 
no  worse  of  God  than  they.  When  they  shall  look  upon 
the  damned,  and  see  their  misery,  how  will  heaven  ring 
with  ibe  praises  of  God's  justice  towards  the  wicked,  and  his 
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grace  towards  the  saints!*  While  we  revere  the  memory 
of  each  of  these  illustrioiu  senrants  of  God,  U  does  not  seem 
diffiealt  to  detenmne  which  of  the  two  breathed  moet  of  the 
spirit  of  Christ;  and  the  presumption  n  in  favonr  of  that 

class  qf  principle/!,  whose  tendency  was  to  produce  the  near- 
est resemblance  to  the  ajpostoiic  ministry/** 

•  €lf  thowpmoM  wlwoouU  lint  MtOBidate  with ''vvtrtnrbadti^ 
Itty,  and  a  calviiMi  that  to  lerriUc^"  the  aaittdipstadoiliny  of  tfaenpralwto, 
we  mttit  comider,  if  not  the  adlton  of  m  Calfiniitic  peilodietl,  ontitlod 
'*Tlw  Spliltul  Magasiiw^  or  Saints*  Tkeaauty,"  jtt  at  leait  tlidr  ooma^ 
pondent,  (E.  M.)  Tbto  iDaa,  who  not  onlj  leeBW  to  ba  witlwiit  any  **  ood- 
j^Dctiotis  feelings,"  bat  also  capable  of  despising  those  who  bavo  aajf  ta  an 
article  in  their  Supplement  of  1839^  headed    Gmf*  imI^  mot  cnofwnt't  qf- 
feciian,  the  gtvmmd  of  spiritual  prayer^  answers  P.,  an  enqnliorf  who  aski^ 
"Is  it,  or  is  it  not,  the  privilege  and  duty  of  the  belierer,  to  pray  for  those 
with  whom  he  is  connected  bj  the  ties  of  nature  ? " — "  I  assert  it  is  not,  be- 
cause it  is  contrary  to  the  revealed  will  of  jGod,  who  has  destined  a  certain 
number  to  people  the  heavens.  Tliis  is  enouj^  for  faith  to  plead,  and  not  for 
fieeliog,  or  the  fleshly  will,  which  blunders  on  in  the  dark.    What  light  have 
we  to  ask  the  Lord  to  alter  his  mind,  when  he  has  said,  /  will  kam  mercy  on 
9kom  I  will  ktum  aierry,  and  whom  I  will  I  harden."    He  then  addl»  "  If  P. 
pnfeca  to  wonhip  so,  I  choose  to  worship  ia  the  light."   P.,  it  appears,  in  a 
former  commnnicalion  had  quoted  the  following  statement  of  St.  Paul,  in 
justifioition  of  a  father  feeling  that  aflection  and  religious  anxiety  for  hii 
children's  salration,  which  wonid  prompt  him  to  pray  forthem«  J  hmegreat 
htann^.Hg  and  narrow  in  my  heartf/orl  could  wish  that  myself  were  accuraed  from 
Chritif/orm^  MJbrat,  my  kintmen  according  to  the  fle»h.   "  Here,"  he  says, 
P.  and  Paul  are  agreed,  but  I  will  not  join  them.   That  Paul  here  spoke 
the  truth  of  his  mind,  I  do  believe,  but  that  he  spoke  the  truth  of  God,  I  do 
qoMtion."   To  say  nothing  of  the  impiety  of  such  a  statement,  in  relation  to 
an  inspired  apostle,  we  can  but  remark,  th.it  althougli  this  writer  adds,  "  We 
follow  Paul  no  further  than  he  followed  Christ,"  yet  how  could  Christ,  ae- 
eordinggto  E.  M.,  be  considered  as  exempt  from  the  intimated  eliurge  of  fol 
lowing  "  fleshly  feeling"  more  than  Paul,  seeing  that  Luke  says,  that  TShi-n 
he  came  near  ihc  city,  and  beheld  it,  he  irej^f  f^twr  it,  sa'jiny,  O  Jenisalem,  Jvnt- 
mletn,  how  often  iciiuld  I  harr  qnthrnd  th\j  children  toyether,  eieu  as  a  hrn 
fothereth  her  brood  under  her  mnys,  and  ye  would  not. — Ch.  xix.  11.  aud 
xiii.  a*.    To  us  it  appears  that  E,  M„  to  be  consistent,  outnlit  to  view  the 
Kcdecmer,  with  pious  sloih  ami  li  ly  indignation,  when  vMi'imi:;  over  Ihc 
pmepoctivc  ruin  of  IhouC)  t{f' whom  comcrmHy  the  fitKh  Chrut  (amef  and  as 
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Otir  teoond  extract,  designed  to  show  the  tendency  of  Che 
doclrinc  opposed  by  Goulart  to  cherish  a  spirit  of  persecu- 
tioDt  IB  from  the  author  of  the  Natmral  History  of  EtUhm- 
ntwnf  whof  in  hU  fanaticxsm,  mfn,  tliat  ^ThscoBoepliiHis 
we  fimn  of  tlie  Dinne  Beingy  and  o«r  fiieltngs  towards  mnr 
fellow  men,  arc  alu  a.}  s  dependent  one  upoa  the  other.  And 
the  impuUtion  of  malevolence  in  any  form  to  the  Supreme 
Beingi  brings  with  it  the  siqyposatlony  that  certain  portioiiB 

aeting  ^ander feeUng  tnd  AmUj  will,  which Uanden  in  th«  duk,"  We 
do  not  wish  to  duufe  aodi  wiiten  mth  wutooly  oommitdiig  impfot j,  but 
we  may  apply  to  them  the  foUowiog  deecariptioii,  whieh  will  pnMi^  ■econnt 
foot  the  adoption  of  taeb  •aitinenti^'' These  aie  stem  nataxet.  They 
are  not  cold  as  water,  but  cold  as  mailile :  not  solid  as  ic^hot  solid  as  iron. 
They  died  no  tears,  and  hate  no  power  of  relenting,  because  there  are  no 
hnmoors  or  lymph  at  all  in  their  constitvttons,  Breiy  nerve  is  a  diord 
stretched  till  It  vibrates,  and  whidi  will  sooner  snap  then  lelaz.  lliere  are 
bom  a  fow  men,  (men,  for  they  Ihave  bones  and  mnsdes,  ssnsee  and  bodily 
organs,}  and  espsdally  do  sndi  mabe  their  appearance  under  the  wing  of 
gloomy  snperBtitioii%  who^  themselres  quite  exempt  ttom  social  sllections^ 
and  oQconscious  of  the  soft  alternations  of  hope  and  fesr,  grief  and  jey,  look 
widi  grim  contempt  open  hamanity  j— even  as  a  man  may  look  upon  the 
most  ignoble  of  the  bmtal  orders.**— FoaaKeiMi. 

Bnt  while  this  statement  may  be  explanatory  of  the  cause  whidi  ori^natca 
such  sentiments  as  the  above,  with  some  peisons,  jret,  with  others,  thepnie 
lore  of  creed  alone  has  led  to  their  nrlr  ptinrt. 

We  shall  never  forget  the  case  of  a.  la  ly,  the  mother — and  naturally  a  ten- 
der, affectionate  mother — of  a  fine  family,  to  whom  it  was  intimated,  Avhen 
adToealing  the  doctrine  of  absolute  election  and  reprobation,  tliat,  if  the 
opinion  she  nmlotained  was  true,  it  might  bear  with  an  awful  aspect  on  her 
own  children.  Winding  herself  up  to  meet  the  statement,  she  answered, 
with  a  calm  fVont,  a  glassy  eye,  an  unblanched  cheek,  and  an  air  of  assnmcd 
indifference,  "  T  oan't  help  that;  neither  indeed  have  I  any  rip^ht  to  allow  my 
feeling?:  a.s  a  mother  to  be  excited  in  opposition  to  the  divine  purposes." 
E.  M.  would  nndonbtedly  approve  of  the  feigned  sternness  of  sueh  a  person, 
as  being  one  of  those  whom  he  calls  gpiritutU^  in  opposition  to  P.,  whom, 
by  implication,  he  intimates  to  hea.mon<jril  Cfi/r/Ji/s/,  followini:;  "fleshly  will 
and  fleshly  feelini^."  Nay,  what  is  more,  he  insinuates  that  the  solicitude 
he  shews  for  the  salvation  of  his  children  is  Anninian  feelini^,  a  statement 
which  the  writer  takes  as  a  compliment  to  the  bcaevolcut  creed  of  the 
Dutch  Professor. 
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of  mankind  arc  the  objects  and  the  victims  of  Divine  male- 
diction,  and  therefore  may  be,  or  ought  to  be  conteumedy 
ftomentedy  destroyed.  le  it  theory  oidy,  or  is  it  mette  oC 
hwUaj9  diet  mauon  thboloot  has  inTaziably  been  fidUnred 
hand  by  intolerance,  execrations,  cruelties  P  Thus  it  is, 
that,  as  the  belief  or  imputation  of  malevolence,  (under  any 
'  diegaiee  of  abetrect  terme,)  to  the  Supreme  Being,  eontra- 
diets  or  diiiorte  the  gennine  notioD  of  sovereign  or  anqonrtasl 
JUSTICE,  to  the  tribunal  of  which  nothing  is  amenable  but 

cnme,  so  the  correspondent  feeling  lo\\  ards  mankind,  wliich 
such  a  belief  engenders,  is  not  that  of  righteous  disapproba- 
tion on  the  score  of  moral  offences ;  but  that  of  detestation 
and  abhorrence,  on  the  mysterioos  ground  of  ecclesiastical 
impurity.  It  is  not  as  the  transgressors  of  a  holy  law,  but 
as  the  reprobate  of  heaven,  that  men  and  classes  of  people 
are  shut  out  from  the  circle  of  our  charities.  Here  such  are 
spumed  as  abominable,  much  move  than  as  gnil^.  And 
when  onee  so  grievous  a  perversion  of  feeling  has  taken 
place,  then  the  wliolc  of  the  force  which  belongs  lo  our  in- 
stinctive notions  of  retribution,  or  to  our  acquired  belief  of 
future  judgmoit,  is  thrown  into  the  channel  of  our  sectarisn 
aversions;  and,  therefore,  like  a  mountain  torrent,  in  so  pas> 
sing  from  an  open  to  a  narrow  bed,  gains  new  impetuosity. 
Ingenuous  disapproval  becomes  covert  rancour ;  virtuous  in- 
dignation slides  into  implacable  revenge;  and  scorn  com- 
pletely esdndes,  not  only  all  indulgence  towards  the  frailty 
ofnen,  bvtall  compassion  for  their  somws.''  * 

•  Perhaps  the  application  of  these  sentiments  to  theologians,  who  hold  the 
doctrine  of  reprobation,  may  be  deemed  unfair  and  uncandid,  by  moderate 
CalvinisU.  Nevertheless,  as  tliey  would  not  scruj)le  to  admit  this  doctrine  to 
be  a  «})ccies  of  MALIGX  xt? F,oi,or,Y,  as  it  was  held  by  some  doctors  of  the 
•ixtecnth  and  seFcntecnth  d  iiturii  s.  who  bnrc  the  name  of  the  Geueya  Re- 
former, so  thfv  must  be  equally  aware,  tli:it  the  men  who  advocated  it,  were 
persecutors.  Thr  :ii  count  given  by  Chandler  of  Bervelns*  death,  awfully 
proves  Caivw  tu  bave  been  a  dark  pexve^tor.    Beza  wrote  a  tract  iu  favour 
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Nex'er  was  the  trutb  of  any  sentiment  more  (uWy  verified 
by  the  history  of  ^cis,  than  was  the  latter  in  the  txeaUnenl 
of  the  magistnttet  and  miniilm  towaids  CKwlarl  and  die 
other  Renumatrant  clergy,  after  thef  were  oondeomed  by 
the  Synod  of  Dort  There  was  not  only  the  absence  of  all 
**  compassion  for  their  sorrows,"  but  an  actual  mockery  of 
their  sufieringSi  manifested  in  a  course  of  jeering  and  taunting 
towaida  them,  which,  thank  God,  bad  aa  hnman  nature  i% 

of  pewecution,  whitli  Botfcrman,  the  President  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  trans- 
lated; the  i)utchdirines  recommended  it;  and  the  SyiKKl  uf  Durl  acted  upou 
it.  It  may  be  said,  as  a  set  off  to  these  facts,  that  momy  ul  these  were  pious 
men,  and  ure  to  be  for;?iven  on  that  account.  Let  this  be  gnmU  d,  and  it 
only  proves,  "  tliut  gloomy  doctrim  s  are  Ui  be  execrated,  because  even  with- 
out them,  or  where  every  influence  is  the  most  favourable,  human  nature 
scarcely  avuidb  abusing  the  profuuiid  excitements  of  religion,  as  the  incen- 
tives ur  tlie  pretexts  of  its  malignant  passions." — Feaiaticum. 

Were  proof  wanting  of  the  correctness  of  this  sentiment,  we  might  adduce 
the  conduct  of  Diodati,  himself  an  Italian  protestant  refugee,  who,  when 
sfaeHered  from  persecndon  by  tiie  CtlTinlftie  nmgiitmtai  of  Oenefm,  net 
amnij  twaed  persecutor,  but,  when  Bamereldt  was  murdered  for  vex- 
ing Ik  ekmrck  vf  God,  that  is,  opposing  Calriniim,  he  could  sportingly  sajr, 
fjkrf  tkt  Canom  qf  Dart  had  §lkot  off  the  lard  AdvoetOm  keadf  •  and  til  heep 
up  hit  impious  jesting,  he  might  htm  added,  that  as  one  of  the  eanon- 
isti,t  he  bad  aiiieted  in  fanisbing  the  powrder  and  the  mateh  to  aoeom* 
plidi  thie  dafic  deed.  When  it  it  ka0ini»  that  thia  Italhui  etaada  cmiDent 
with  amae  for  hie  piofeeied  piety,  ia  It  inappropriate  after  thie  fedtal*  to 
quote,  in  connection  with  it,  the  following  eentimenti  Of  all  the  pre- 
paratione  for  atrodons  crime,  none  it  more  ominous  or  complete  than  a  pre- 
samptlon  of  peeeeMing  snpeihnman  rirtne*  Sanetitj,  of  this  heroie  and 
immortal  order,  maj  dip  its  iiands  in  blood  and  Ibar  no  etsin  t  lUnsioas 
each  as  thes^  ^regions  as  they  may  seem,  are  not  fiun^  to  the  hnman 
mind.  The  holy  arrogance  of  the  son],  so  long  as  it  can  be  held  entire^  is  a 
warrant  that  will  cover  all  extents  of  gnilt.  There  is  no  murder  in  muder, 
no  fslsencM  in  peijury,  no  sin  In  any  sin,  if  but  the  pefpetrator  Is  inflated 
with  the  pennasion  of  hims^beiqg  a  demigod  in  goodnen,"— /dm. 

*  Diodati  avott  ete  drpnte  aa  Fameux  synod  de  Dordrecht,  en  1016  j  et  lonquMI  apprit  U  mal. 
heiir»«-  On  Af  Il:»mi'v»-!i1r,  aTt>c:»t-t;i  n<T.il  dr  llnllande,  il  dlt  t\x\v  /<•«  mnom  du  t^ode  dt  Dordrtrkf 
mvvunt  fwtfQTte  la  uu  de  I'  AuKat  de  JJoiland  ,•  et  ce  jeu  de  moU  icafBraMit  noe  rente. — Ihc- 
ikmtn  BMtriftu,  Tom  Ooilrinse.  Article  JIMsM. 

f  He  IMS  oae  «f  tlwss  apfoialed  to  teiMv  lbs  OHMm  «f  Oe  siaed. 
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il  is  oDly  capable  of  showing  under  the  dictate  of  religiotiB 
iHgoiTy  and  peneentioD.  The  hcu  in  proof  of  ihU  state- 
ment,  we  shall  hare  to  notice  when  we  come  to  that  portion 

of  their  history  which  treats  of  their  coudeumalioii  and  ban- 
ishment 

We  must  now  return  to  that  part  of  our  nam^Te,  in  vdiich 
we  stated  the  ciiciunstance  of  Goularl  being  discharged 
fiom  eaiereising  his  ministry,  and  ordered  henceforth  to  take 

his  place  in  the  churcli  as  a  layman.  The  event  excited 
great  disgust  in  the  minds  of  many  of  those  who  were  accus- 
tomed to  sit  under  his  sermons  with  great  pleasure.  FoTi 
besides  bdng  most  amiable  in  his  temper,  and  pleasing  in 
his  manner,  he  was  very  pious  and  a  superior  preacheh 
1  hr  (iircnded  party,  after  having  first  earnestly  memorialized 
the  synod  of  the  Walloon  churches,  and  subsequently  the 
magistrates  of  Amsterdam,  to  obtain  his  restoration  to  the 
ministrj,  and  bemg  repulsed,  or  disregarded,  were  at  length 
determined  to  provide  a  separate  place  for  public  preach- 
ing; which  being  done,  they  obtained  the  assistance  of  a 
French  student,  by  the  name  of  Jacobus  Batelier,  who  had 
adopted  the  sentiments  of  the  Bemonstiants,  to  preach  to 
them.  They  accordingly  met  about  three  times  without 
the  leaht  ink  riupliuu  ;  most  probably,  because  their  uuoiber 
was  very  small:  but  when  others  who  bad  espoused  similar 
sentiments,  joined  with  them  and  swelled  their  number,  the 
attention  of  the  public  was  attracted,  and  the  more  bigoted 
clergy  and  magistrates  took  the  alarm,  and  opposition  soon 
began  to  manifest  itself.  The  first  instance  was  in  the  case 
of  sereral  of  the  zealous  Contra- Remonstrants,  who  attended 
these  meetings  to  mark  what  might  pass  amongst  them.  Of 
these  was  the  blacksmith,  who  formerly  ran  after  Episcopius 
Willi  a  piece  of  liol  iron:  and  who  w  hen  the  preacher  quoted 
the  following  words  of  our  Lord  in  his  sermon.  Ye  will  not 
come  itnta  $ne  that  ye  might  have  Itfe^  exclaimed,  Ycu  lie, 
Thb  created  a  momentary  excitement,  which  was,  however. 
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Soon  allayed  by  some  person  rising  and  saying,  '*  that  if  any 
individual  present  bad  any  tbing  to  object  to  tbe  doctrine  of 
th0  inmigter»  be  wonld  be  peifectljr  viUiog  to  see  bim  after 
the  Mnrioe  whrnt  he  would  leplj  to  hie  ofcyectkMiA.*' 

The  place  that  was  pvocnrecl  for  preaching  being  foond 
too  small;  the  Remonstants  liired  a  large  warehouse  tliat 
would  liold  fi&een  bundled  persons,  which  they  iiUed  up  in 
ftbastj^  nunmei^  for  the  acoonmodation  of  the  people^  who 
flocked  to  hear  the  doctrines  adopted  b  J  them.  Amongetthe 
persons  who  had  taken  a  conspienons  part  in  theee  meaaniea, 
were  some  of  tbc  most  respectable  citizens ;  such  as  Rem 
fiisschop,  a  merchant,  and  Lawrence  Beal,  Secretary  to  tbe 
iLdmualty,  with  aeveial  others  of  the  same  class  of  people. 
But  their  condition  and  respectability  as  eitiaena  were  no 
defence  lor  them  against  the  bigotry  of  some,  aud  llie  rude 
attacks  of  others.  Under  pretences  of  zeal  for  the  true 
£uth,  in  opposition  to  the  EemonatrantSy  who  were  said  to  be 
kjing  a  new  foimdationi  in  aopporting  the  fire  poiata,  aere- 
ral  bigots  eery  jMOMiy  went  to  protest  agamat  the  doctRnea 
there  to  be  delivered :  aud  amoiigsL  Lhem  we  are  mortified  to 
have  to  record  the  deeds  of  an  smgusm  fanatic,  by  the  name 
<rfBsoHLBT.  This  man  aat  near  the  pulpity  and  at  the  doie 
of  the  aennon,  stood  np^  and  with  a  stentorian  voioe^  es> 
claimed,  ''Men  and  brethren!  I  know  that  I  am  a  sinner,  and 
that  there  are  persons  here  much  better  than  I,  but  is  there 
nobody  mored  with  tbe  Spirit  oi  the  Lord  to  speak  ? "  and 
no  one  answering  to  his  caU^  he  roared  out,  ^  Do  thej  not 
pleach  differanUy  from  Flandna,  THglsndina,  and  Hillina?** 
when  some  of  his  party  answered,  *'Yes,  yes."  He  then 
shouted,  in  a  way  worthy  of  David  George  himself,  "  O 
Amsterdam,  Amsterdam  I  how  art  thou  fallen !  **  This  was 
enonghy  and  his  Menda  piooslj  cried  out»  **  Down  with  the 
preacher !  down  with  the  schismatical  fellow  I  **  which,  in 
their  zeal,  they  soon  atlcmpted,  but  were  pre  vented  by  the 
courage  gt  the  women,  who  actually  snrrounded  the  pulpit. 
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aiul  prevented  them  from  accouipiisiiing  their  orthodox  deed. 
The  mob  without,  howeyer,  broke  open  the  doors,  nuhed  m, 
and  all  wag  confinimL  Theinbuter  liwtiiiiatelj  eseaped^of 
tli^  had  latoided  to  have  taken  away  hia  life,  by  throwiag 
him  oyer  one  of  the  bridges.  Being  disappomtcd  in  the 
accomplishment  of  their  dark  purpose,  they  manifested  their 
revenge  in  denaoUshing  the  pulpit  where  he  had  preached 
ftlie  doctrine,  and  the  seats  where  the  coogregatioa  had 
aai  to  bear  it  The  Remonstraiita  made  an  appeal  to  the 
magistrates  for  redress,  wlio,  instead  of  assisting  them,  in- 
sisted that  they  should  give  up  the  warehouse  to  the  owner^ 
and  cease  to  hold  any  move  public  meetings  which  waa 
accordingly  done. 

But  the  furious  spirit  that  had  been  kindled  in  the  peo- 
ple, by  the  bigoted  uddresses  iVum  the  pulpit  of  the  Calvin- 
iatic  clergy,  was  attended  with  still  more  violent  effects. 
During  the  whole  of  the  week  after  this  disgraceful  acene^ 
notices  and  placards  were  issued  through  the  city,  exprea- 
sire  of  the  designs  of  certain  persons  on  the  property  of  the 
JElemonstrants.  And,  as  a  pretext  for  the  accomplishment 
of  their  puiposes,  Sunday  was  fixed  upon,  as  it  was  intended 
to  ground  an  attack  on  Rem  Bisachop'a  house,  on  the  al- 
leged crime  of  hla  holding  a  private  meeting  of  the  Remon- 
strants there.  Nothing  cuuld  ha  more  false;  for  being  aware 
of  the  excitement  produced  against  them,  the  latter  gave 
up  the  design  of  holding  any  more  meetings  for  the  present 
It  waa,  howem,  made  the  pietext  of  atteddng  this  respect- 
able eitisen,  who  had  his  house  broken  open,  and  plundered 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  by  a  furious  mob ;  and  that,  too, 
with  the  perfect  knowledge  and  connivance  of  some  uf  the 
magistrates,  who  were  Tiolent  Contra-Bemonstrants.  This 
vaa  eqjiecially  the  case  with  iJie  burgomaster.  Paw,  who 
has  before  been  named  as  the  great  enemy  of  Grotiua  and 
Uie  Remonstrants.  This  man,  when  it  was  proposed  in  an 
assembly  uf  the  council,  held  the  day  before,  that  one  of 
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the  four  burgomasters  should  stay  at  home,  for  the  purpose 
of  orderiug  the  city  militia  to  keep  quietness,  offered  to  take 
that  duty  upon  himself;  but  when  the  expected  riot  took 
place,  which  was  near  his  dwelling,  and  the  mob  proceeded 
to  attack  and  plunder  Rem  Bisschop^s  house,  he  never  once 
made  his  appearance,  or  ordered  the  soldiers  to  disperse 
them ;  and  when  he  was  applied  to,  to  prevent  the  plunder- 
ing, he  refused  to  do  it,  saying,  that  he  could  not  act  with- 
out his  brother  magistrates ;  though  he  had  offered,  and 
was  actually  the  person  appointed  by  them,  to  keep  the  city 
in  peace,  and  had  soldiers  placed  at  his  disposal  for  that 
purpose.  He,  therefore,  suffered  the  plundering  to  go  for- 
ward, almost  under  his  own  eyes ;  and  not  till  the  greater 
part  of  the  property  was  destroyed,  or  can*ied  away,  did  he 
interfere,  which  was  toward  the  evening  of  the  day. 

This  conduct  on  the  part  of  Paw,  and  a  few  others  of  the 
magistrates,  who  were  the  intimate  friends  of  Plancius  and 
others,  whom  the  fanatic  Englishman,  Bromley,  held  up  as 
preaching  the  truth  in  opposition  to  the  Remonstrants, 
greatly  offended  some  of  the  most  respectable  and  liberal 
of  the  citizens.  They  felt  that  the  first  city  of  the  United 
Provinces  was  disgi*aced  by  such  proceedings,  and  a  gentle- 
man, a  magistrate  of  high  character,  who  had  himself  several 
times  filled  the  office  of  burgomaster,  and  who,  as  a  neigh- 
bour of  Rem  Bisschop,  had  witnessed  the  whole,  makes  the 
following  remarks  on  the  subject.  After  intimating  that  the 
officers  of  the  militia  walked  before  Paw's  house  for  some 
length  of  time,  and  that,  too,  within  sight  of  the  plundering, 
but  received  no  orders  from  him  to  prevent  it,  he  says, 
"  What  apology  can  there  be  made,  that  in  a  city,  where 
there  are  four  Schouts  and  their  officers,  and,  besides  the 
usual  watch  and  patrol,  there  are  eighteen  companies  of 
soldiers,  a  riot  of  some  hundred  boys  and  a  few  men  was  not 
opposed,  I  say,  that  such  things  should  be  acted  in  the  sight 
of  lieavcu,  and  in  the  presence  of  burghers  and  inhabitants 
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of  all  sorts,  (for  there  were,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  a  hun- 
dred spectators  to  one  rioter^)  in  the  nidst  of  the  daj,  and 
in  the  chief  part  of  the  eitf ,  and  not  only  against  a  citissen 

bom  here,  but  a  genUeman,  who,  at  the  request  of  the  bur- 
gomasters, has  for  many  years,  with  great  zeal  and  not 
without  danger,  taken  upon  hunself  the  government  of  the 
city,  is  Indeed  stnmge.** 

Some  few  of  the  rioters  were  afterwards  seized,  but 
scarcely  rebuked  ;  and  one  of  the  most  rigid  of  the  Contra- 
Bemonstrant  magistrates  had  the  effironiery  and  bigotry  to 
say,  thai  thne  peopie  acted  tmt  weol  far  reUgiam^  tmd 
oeHmt  dme  an  aeeoumi  of  reUgUm  ought  to  he  treated  ten* 
derly ;  and  yet,  adds  Limborch,  that  the  reader  may  Iviiow 
what  was  the  degree  of  religious  knowledge  these  people 
had,  who  were  to  be  dealt  with  so  tenderly,  after  stealing 
their  neighbours*  goods,  I  shall  stale  the  following  fi»t: — 
A  sawyer,  who  when  charged  with  carrying  away  linen, 
which  he  denied,  though  he  was  seen  letting  a  part  of  it 
fall  as  he  was  taking  it  away,  was  then  asked,  Why  he 
wont  into  the  house  at  all?"  He  answered,  ^Fxom  zeal 
against  those  Aimlnians.**  ''And  why  hare  yon  such  en- 
mity against  the  Arminians  ?  He  replied,  "  Because  he 
thought  such  fellows  should  not  be  suffered  to  preach,  who 
asserted,  Duil  one  man  was  appointed  to  damtuUion,  and 
the  eiher  to  Mlvation/*  This  was  an  awkward  reply,  as 
containing  a  statement  of  the  very  doctrine  advocated  by 
the  magistrates,  but  opposed  by  the  Armiuians ;  and  to  sup- 
port which  the  form^  were  very  piously  winking  at  the 
conduct  of  such  a  fellow,  and  throwing  the  shield  of  their 
protection  over  him,  for  having,  through  zeal  for  religion, 
robbed  the  house  of  a  pious  and  respectable  citizen,  under 
an  impression  that  the  man  whorji  lie  was  injuring,  held  the 
opinion  thus  stated,  and  which  he  thought  the  magistrates 
opposed^  but  which  proved  to  be  just  the  contrary.  These 
wcorthy  orthodox  burgomasters  got  out  of  this  scrape,  by 
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dismissiiig  ibis  helpmate  of  theirs,  lest  he  might  blab  some- 
Uiing  more  that  mig^t  be  equally  ditagmable. 

But  now  ctmmn  tlie  mate  fNttnfol  rtew  of  the  bnahieMy 
that  of  the  condnet  of  the  Calriinsi  clergy  of  the  city. 

These  gentlemen  had  alwav  s  been  riolent,  and  in  the  time 
of  Arm  in  i  us,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  his  letter  at 
page  60,  and  other  docamentSi  had  been  the  occasion  of 
all  the  uproar  and  diiemieiiB  in  the  eburoh  of  Holland, 
and  were,  it  is  to  be  feared,  if  not  the  orlginaters  of  these 
scaiidalous  trMisacUonj^,  yet,  by  their  silence,  the  indirect 
patrons  of  them.  And  hence  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
while  all  the  other  mimsters  belonging  to  the  other  bodies 
of  Christois,  pablicly  denounced  these  ontfageons  proceed- 
ings  in  their  various  congregalions,  and  admonished  their 
hearers  not  to  take  part  in  sueh  measures ;  yet  when  the 
minister,  Ursinus^  was  asksd  by  a  person,  ''Why  the  people 
bdengingto  their  congregations  could  not  dissuade  their 
sons  ftom  taldng  part  in  the  riot  at  Rem  Bissehop^s  home; 
as  well  as  the  Ztt/Z/^Trt//.^  and  Mcniionitesf^'^  he  answered, 
We  have  our  reasom  for  not  cLoing  it ;  when  the  other  re- 
joinedi  And  m  have  t  my  reawM  for  not  i^ppnning  (if  four 
comdmei.  To  the  fact  of  the  perfect  silence  of  the  Con- 
tra-Remonstrant clergy  on  this  disgraceM  affair,  the  above 
writer  bears  testimony,  when  he  asks,  "  Have  we  ever  heard 
any  of  our  ministers  condemn  these  proceedings  from  the 
pnlpii  before  the  congregation  ?  I  could  nerer  learn  that 
ihey  did,  and  I  am  stne  I  myself  never  heard  them.  Does 
]K)t  this  afford  cause  of  suspicion,  that  what  has  ha])pened 
u  agreeable  to  our  clergy,  and  if  not  to  all,  yet,  at  least,  to 
some  of  them  ?  But  let  the  parties  who  patronize  the  mob 
beware;  for  if  they  be  allowed  to  proceed,  they  will  soon  make 
no  dtstinctiott  between  such  as  they  nickname  ArmUdaM 
and  others;  and  all  those  who  liave  any  thing  tu  be  rubbed  of 
will  be  declared  Arminians,  and  they  will  proceed  to  tlieir 
work,  adopting  the  ICQguage  of  the  famous  pirate,  Michiels, 
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who  stiled  huDaelf,  Ood*$fnmi^  but  ike  enemif  of  ail  ffum- 
MmL"  The  eomclneae  of  these  aenttmento  the  Conine 
Bemoastnmte  soon  learned;  and  though  ae  it  is  asserted  by 

credible  writers,  that  in  the  first  instance  they  actually  di»- 
txibuted  monej  to  the  rioters  to  encourage  them  in  tiieir  vil- 
lany,  yet  ibetj  soon  found  that  they  weie  incapable  of  being 
restfaiiied  torn  thieatening  their  pvopeitjry  *bj  any  sense 
of  clxtigalion  on  aeconnt  of  what  they  had  leeeired  firom 
them.  Hence  it  is  stated  of  one  of  their  patrons,  who  was 
looking  with  approbation  upon  their  acts  of  plunder  and 
demoHtiony  that  she  said  to  a  pesson  atanding  near  hs^  See 
hew  weaUme  iheee  peepHe  are:  when  hnmediately  after,  one 
of  the  plunderers  passing  by,  pointed  to  her  residence,  and 
said  to  his  comrade.  This  unll  make  a  Jine  Anninian  house : 
whieh  led  the  person  to  whom  she  had  made  the  above  re* 
nark}  wittily  to  retort,  Bo  fou  hear  how  eealouo  ^ketepecpie 
are  f  She  felt  the  jostioe  of  this  retort,  and  retired  with 
fear  and  siiainu.  The  rioters  likewise  begau  to  look  with  a 
very  wistful  eye  towards  the  bank,  and  gave  broad  hints  of 
their  desires  to  be  put  in  possession  of  its  treasures^  which 
coming  to  the  ears  of  the  Contra-Remonstrant  magistralesi 
they  put  an  end  to  their  outrages,  though  they  so  far  shielded 
tliem  for  the  good  deeds  they  liad  already  done,  as  only  to 
inflict  a  punishment  on  some  few  of  the  ringleaders,  which 
amounted  to  a  mere  mockery  of  justice. 

This  calamity,^  says  limborch,  Bem  Bisschop  bote  with 
the  greatest  patience,  and  the  day  after  he  had  suffered  the 
destruction  and  robber^'  of  his  property  to  tlie  nniuinu  of 
five  thousand  Uurins*  he  sat  down  to  write  an  account  of  the 
whole  affiur  to  send  to  his  brother  Episcopius***  The  letter 
containing  it,  was  retained  in  the  fiunily,  and  was  in  the 
possession  of  lamborch  at  the  time  he  was  writing  the 
memoirs  nf  Episcopius,  and  jiccording  to  the  statement  of  this 
geuUuuau,  it  exhibited  all  the  marks  of  perfect  composure 
•  Tko  Meh  floilii  is  HwiUUiigaiii  BngHrii  maty. 
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and  equaoiiaiiy,  so  that  the  narrative  appeared  a&  if  writieu 
hj  a  person  who  was  lehrting  what  had  happeoed  to  another, 
father  than  to  hunsel£   The  infoimation  it  conreyed  was  of 

course  very  distressing  to  Episcopius,  nevertheless  all  the 
k  Iters  lie  sent  to  his  brother  on  tho  business  and  which  are 
still  extant,  abound,  says  his  biographer,  with  exhortations 
to  patience,  without  the  slightest  expression  that  eoold  look 
like  any  thing  thai  would  foster  a  rereogeliil  or  unforgiving 
spirit. 

The  Thursday  after  the  plundering  of  his  house.  Rem 
Bisschop  was  waited  upon  by  two  elders,  in  the  name  of  the 
consistory,  to  MM  him  and  his  wife  bemg  present  at  the 
Sacrament,  which  was  to  be  administered  on  the  next  Sun- 

day.  Bisschop  enquired  for  what  reason,  adding,  **Pray  is 
it  on  account  oi  my  having  behaved  in  any  way  unbecoming 
a  Christian,  while  witnessing  the  storming  of  my  house^  and 
the  plundering  of  my  goods,  and  that  too  with  danger  to  the 
life  of  myself  and  wife,  that  I  am  thus  to  be  excluded  from 
the  Lord*8  table?**  They  said,  "By  no  means;  on  the  con- 
trary, you  have  behaved  yourself  in  a  very  becoming  and 
Christian  manner,  but  since  you  are  now  in  trouble,  it  is  not 
thought  proper  by  the  consistory,  to  state  their  reasons  for 
thus  prohibiting  you  from  attending  llie  sacraiuenl :  and  for 
tlie  present  we  have  nothing  more  to  say  to  you.**  The  fact 
is,  they  intended  to  excommunicate  him  with  John  Law« 
rence  Real,  Secretary  to  the  Admirsl^,  and  son  to  the  late 
Lawrence  Jacob  Real,  with  scFeial  others,  as  will  be  noticed 
in  a  subsequent  part  oi"  Lliesc  memoirs. 

Tliis  latter  gentleman,  whose  name  is  thus  introduced  from 
Brandt's  account  of  this  transaction^  was  a  distinguished 
mdiridual  in  Dutch  Histoiy,  and  therefore  the  treatment  of 
his  son,  by  a  bigoted  party  who  were  gaining  the  ascendan- 
cy by  their  factious  measures,  was  considered  by  this  writer 
as  deserving  the  greater  reprobation.  This  person  ^vas  not 
only  eminent  in  his  day,  from  the  rank  he  held  in  life  as  a 
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sclicpen  or  alderman  of  the  City  of  Aiuslerdam,  and  one  of  the 
admiralty  directors  of  Zealand,  but  an  early  defender  of  and 
sufferer  for  religious  liberty.  In  1566,  he  was  instrumental 
in  introducing  the  protestant  mimstry  into  Holland.  Under 
bis  protection,  the  first  sermon  was  delivered  in  a  field  near 
Horn,  on  July  the  fourteenth,  1566:  and  in  1567,  he  was 
forced  to  leave  Holland  and  retire  to  £mdcn,  to  escape  the 
fangs  of  tbat  monster,  the  Duke  of  Alva.  In  his  perilous 
voyage  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Real  accompanied  him,  then 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  wlio  afterwards  btcame  the  wife 
of  the  celebrated  Anuiuius.  It  was  deeply  mortifying  to 
the  Reinonstrants  to  see  themselves  persecuted  by  a  race  of 
bigoted  upstarts^  who  bad  done  nothing  to  secure  the  liber* 
ties  of  their  country.  Of  this  the  venerable  Hooft  bitterly 
and  justly  complained,  saying,  ''it  is  true,  ihe  old  Gueuxes^ 

*  Hie  oiigia  of  .the  ftppUeatloii  of  thii  ttrm  to  tbow  of  the  reforoMd 
glon,  DMd  bj  Hooft,  wm  h  foUowi.  A  romomtiiaoa  ww  pmeated 
•p&oA  the  Mtahlbbment  of  tho  inquiailioii  Id  the  Ketherbadt  by  the  Dntah 
people,  eonfedefeled  for  that  pnipote*  The  confederates  irere  sonie  of  the 
inott  eminent  of  the  Belgian  noblee.  They  entered  Bnivele,  where  the 
eourt  of  the  Docheas  of  Paima,  tlie  goveinanle  of  the  Low  Countrieti  was 
held,  OB  the  fifth  of  April,  IMfl^  and  on  the  following  day,  walked  in  aolemn 
pvoeeMlon  to  the  palaee.*  Their  demeanonr  was  highly  inpodng,  ftem  their 
mingled  air  ni  Ibrbcnranee  and  detennlnation.  AH  Bmaaele  thronged  out  to 
gase  and  aympathize  with  tliia  extiaordlnaiy  epcctaele,  of  men  whoee  reao- 
Inte  itep  diewed  they  were  no  common  sttpplianta,  hut  whoee  modeat  bearing 
had  none  of  theeeditione  air  of  fiieUon.  The  govemante  wa«  greatly  agitated 
by  didr  preaenoe,  when  one  of  her  ministen  to  encourage  her  said,  Madam, 
why  are  jon  aftaid  of  each  a  lee  ife  Oubvx,  a  hand  of  bcggais?  The  IheC  was 
that  thoogh  the  eonfedemtee  were  generally  of  noble  fiuniliee,yet  eeveral,  from 
mismanagement  in  their  albin^  or  ftom  aome  other  eauei,  were  reduced  to 
each  « itate  of  pofertj,  ae  in  eome  meaanvr  to  justify  the  sarcasm.  At  an 
entertainment  giTen  in  the  evening  to  three  hundred  or  them  by  a  leading 
nobleman,  they  were  debating  aa  to  the  name  tbcy  should  take,  when  in. 
atantly  the  title  of  Gmnue  was  propoacd,  and  receired  with  acclamation. 

*  *'HMfaMntelfai  goodly  order,"  M|s  GifaMtloiMk,  *flvciBnnlt,t0iiard»SM«iait,baiiv 
idwttt  flMir  boadnd  aobfaflMa  and  gcndmctt."  Sse  pp.  and  7,  whseaftdl  aecoont  «f 
OiaalUrwIObefiMad. 
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are  to  be  driven  au  <iy^  by  geDtlemcn  who  concealed  them- 
selves  in  the  shade  during  the  heal  of  the  daj,  and  who 
now  take  the  lead  in  public  affiurSy  and  thai  too^  to  penecule 
and  oppress  those  who  were  obliged  to  wander  about,  and 
seek  refuge  in  foreign  counlries.  I  am  one  of  tliose,  who 
from  the  twenty-second  year  of  my  age  till  past  thirty,  waa 
forced  to  absent  myself  from  this  city.  But  in  the  tune  of 
the  good  old  Gueuases,  people  durst  not  attempt  such  things 
as  arc  now  on  the  anvil,  for  they  would  have  been  far  from 
suffering  them." 

The  i^proach  it  was  originally  intended  to  convey  l>ccamc  neutralized,  as  its 
general  application  i«)  men  of  all  ranks  an  l  fnrtunes  eoQc^kd  its  effect  as  a 
stiffnia  on  many  to  whom  it  initfht  seriously  be  rtpplied.  To  trive  effect  to 
tlie  apprnpriation  of  this  dt^Iorimtion  to  the  coiifcUtriitt  s,  BrtdtTode,  the 
nobleman  who  entc rtaj hlJ  tlimi,  prucured  a  walict,  s?iili  ns  is  worn  by 
bfggars,  and  sIuhl:  it  across  tits  shoulders,  as  the  sign  of  union  aiul  liilciity 
amongst  them  ;  uud  tlie  more  effectually  to  stamp  the  proceedings  w  ith  so 
Icmnity,  he  look  a  cup  or  porringer  and  drank  the  health  of  all  present,  and 
then  swore  lidtliiy  to  their  cause.  The  cup  and  wallet  next  went  round  the 
company,  when  each  drank,  and  solemnly  swore  to  be  cquallj  faith(\il  to  the 
eonipaot,  JuMqu  a  la  besace,  even  to  tlie  wallet  or  beggary.  The  wallet 
wat  next  hung  upon  a  noil,  driren  into  the  wall  for  that  purpose,  and  gaaad 
upon  with  enthusiastic  admiration.  What  had  beta  iviolfed  upon  in  a 
•otne  of  revelry,  was  subsequently  aefeed  «pon  In  thair  man  anloos  asi 
otfaa  ttonieiits ;  and  the  exdlamt  piDduind  by  thia  ontaMny,  an  ildl> 
enlODs  in  itaeU;  ended  la  suUiine  iMolta.  Rallying  signi  and  waildi^woida 
wtn  adopted  and  aoon  displayed.  It  waa  thought  tiiat  milling  batter 
anlted  Uie  oecaiioD,  thin  the  immadiala  adoption  of  the  eoatmaa  aa 
wall  aa  the  title  of  beggary.  In  a  Tory  fev  daya  ^  dty  atiaaCa  waae  illad 
wtth  OMn  i  n  grey  oloaki,  fhtbionad  oa  tfaa  modal  of  thoaa  naad  by  nwadiauita 
and  pllgilnu.  Badi  eonlbdamla  aauad  tfala  naifom  to  bo  wnm  by  evaiy 
laambar  of  bla  &aiUy,aad  leplaeed  with  it  tfaa  Ufoiy  of  hia  aartaata.  Savaial 
Autened  to  theii  girdles,  or  their  ewordhilts*  anali  wooden  drinking  enpa, 
clasp  knifosi  and  other  aymboia  of  the  baggiag  ftatenity.  Thna  anae  the 
nat  of  the  term  GMmbbw,  a  dealgnatbm  aHarwaids  applied  to  all  the  ialiaU^> 
ante  of  the  NeUierlaadi,  who  embiieed  the  eaaae  of  the  Hefomwtion.^ 
Mnmdt,  Crsnr,  Groltiv,  mid  OrimeUme. 
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Pbbiom  of  leligiouB  excitement  and  strife  are  those  whkk 

of  all  others  furnish  the  least  correct  data,  on  which  to  form 
an  opinion  of  the  chaiactcr  and  seutiments  of  those  who 
have  been  designated  and  treated  as  heretics.  This  chiedy 
ariiefl  firom  the  walcbfiii  jealousy  of  the  spirit  of  religious 
controversy,  rendering  men  at  once  mora  sensitive  and 
quick-sighted  to  the  appearance  of  error,  and  dogmatical  in 
the  denunciation  of  those  who  are  supposed  to  depart  from 
opinions  generally  received  as  orthodox.  Terms  and  phra* 
ses  nsed  in  relation  to  certain  abstruse  points  of  theology^ 
which,  at  other  times,  would  pass  unheeded,  are  at  these 
periods  pronounced  as  erroneous  and  dangerous,  by  the 
suspicious  fears  of  parties,  who  claim  the  right  of  acting  as 
the  guardians  of  truth.  This  is  done,  not  £rom  its  .being 
asserted  that  they  absolutely  assume  the  form  of  heresy^ 
but  from  their  supposed  besring  as  such,  though  remotely, 
upon  some  article  to  be  held  inviolaljln,  because  deemed 
vital  and  important,  and  therefore  the  hand  of  ecclesiastical 
power  is  stretehed  forth,  to  suppress  the  incipient  errors  they 
involve,  and  crush  the  heresiaich  who  has  dared  to  broach 
tlieni.  In  cases  of  this  kind,  he  who  takes  upou  himself 
the  high  office  of  defender  of  the  orthodoxy  of  a  church, 
is  too  much  in  danger  of  attempting  to  prove  that  he  can 
justly-  support  his  claims  to  this  assumed  preeminence^  by 
erecting  certain  new  and  critical  rules,  for  judging  of  its 
gciiuiuc  features.  And  while  framujg  a  fine  theory  that 
may  satisfy  himbcif  in  accomplish'mg  this  object,  it  not 
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unfrequenUy  happens,  that,  when  produced,  it  becomes  a  snare 
to  others,  by  furnishing  occasions  of  perplexity  and  doubt 
on  orthodox  pointSy  where  none  had  existed,  but  for  these 
new  and  refined  rules  by  which  they  were  to  be  determined. 

Uufavourablc  as  such  a  mode  of  proceeding  is  to  the  uni- 
ty of  a  church,  the  more  dangerous  consequences  are  to  be 
seen  in  its  arming  this  defender  of  the  truth  with  that  secta- 
rian bigotry,  which,  in  its  manifestations,  exhibits  a  strange 
anomaly  in  the  actings  of  the  mind,  that  feels  unruffled  in 
contemplating  him  whose  errors  arc  wide  from  what  is 
deemed  the  standard  of  orthodoxy,  while  it  evinces  its  strong- 
est marks  of  displeasure  towards  the  individual  whose  senti- 
ments are  but  a  shade  below  the  standard  of  this  self-cre- 
ated judge  of  correct  tbinking.  This  fact  was  noticed  by 
Hume,  who  adverted  to  it  in  sarcastic  language,  and  puiiued 
to  it  as  the  reproach  oi  Christians.  Nothing  can  be  more 
fatal  to  the  peace  and  stability  of  a  church,  than  that  of  its 
legislating  upon  certain  difficult  questions,  and  making  uni» 
formity  of  opinion  on  them  necessary  to  church«fellowship. 
Such  proceedings  are  not  only  iniurious  by  giving  rise  to  a 
scrupulous  and  disputatious  spirit  upon  points  on  which,  it 
is  probable^  the  Sacred  Scripture8»  if  not  silent,  yet  state 
them  as  matters  belonging  to  the  mysteries  of  our  holy 
religion,  to  be  admitted  and  not  defined,  while  he  who 
chooses  to  become  their  cxpuuiider,  and  makes  his  exposi- 
tion the  rule  of  faith,  feels  his  superiority  assailed,  by  the 
man  who  dares  to  dispute  his  interpretations,  and  he  is 
prompted  at  once  to  anathematise  and  condemn  him,  with 
ecclesiastical  arrogance.  On  this  ground  the  most  trifling 
departures  from  what  are  supposed  to  be  points  of  ortho- 
doxy, are  condemned  as  heretical,  and  the  party  adopting 
them  is  made  to  suffer  consequent  pains  and  penalties. 

That  the  history  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  this  period, 
fumisht'd  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  tliesc  sentiments,  is 
known  to  every  person  conversant  with  the  ecclesiastical 
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affairs  of  the  Low  Countries.  We  might  give  many  instances 
in  proof  of  this  statement,  but  we  select  the  following,  in 
pveference  to  othm^  on  acconnt  of  its  being  connected 
withtlie.snlject  of  these  memoirs.  The  case  was  that  of 
a  clergyman  by  the  name  of  Venator,  minister  of  Alkmaer. 
ITiis  person,  the  reader  will  recoilect,  was  one  of  those  who 
waited  upon  Episcopius,  with  certain  lay-gentlemen^  to 
induce  him  to  accept  the  invitation  of  the  magistrates  and 
people  of  that  place,  to  become  one  of  their  ministers.  He 
appears  to  have  imbibed  liberal  principles,  and  though  not 
exactly  identified  with  the  Remoiisirants,  yet  he  had  refused 
to  sign  some  of  the  articles  drawn  up  by  the  bigoted  Cal- 
vinist  clergy  of  his  consistory,  and  therefore  came  nnder 
their  displeasure,  and  was  suspected  of  heterodoxy. 

In  the  year  1616,  he  published  a  work  entitled,  "  Theolo- 
gia  vera  et  mern  m/antium  rt  Inctantinm  in  Chriftto, — True 
and  pmre  theology  for  infants  and  babes  in  Christ;**  which 
gare  his  enemies  a  handle  to  charge  him  with  heresy ;  and 
they  were  enabled  so  far  to  carry  their  measures  against 
him,  as  to  ruin  him  in  his  affairs,  by  obtaining  his  banish- 
ment from  Alkmaer.  The  evidence  by  which  this  charge 
was  supported,  was  not  drawn  so  much  from  what  he  had 
said,  as  from  what  he  had  not  said.  He  was  ^conricted 
of  heterodoxy  more  by  implication,  than  from  its  being 
proved  that  his  publication  contained  any  thing  heretical. 
It  is  true,  the  Contra-Kcmonstrants  complained  to  the  States 
of  Holland,  that  he  had  made  certain  statements  respecting 
tlie  Godhead  of  Christ  and  other  fundamental  points,  which 
were  at  variance  with  the  formulary,  and  injurious  to  the 
Christian  Religion  j  and  the  ^l;iu  s,  after  receiving  this 
complaint,  sent  the  document  containing  it  to  the  Divinity 
Firofessors  at  Leyden,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  in  order  that 
they  might  examine  the  work,  and  make  their  report  of  it  to 
them.  This  was  done  in  writing,  on  the  tenth  of  the  same 
month,  and  was  as  folio wb:  — 
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"  That  unless  the  writer  more  fully  and  distinctly  explain 
himself,  he  must  be  considered  as  giving  great  occasion  for 
suspicion  of  his  cherishing  sentiments  opposed  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Godhead  of  Christ,  as  well  as  some  articles  of 
the  Christian  Religion  as  they  are  inserted  in  the  formulary. 
Moreover  he  has  stated  others  iu  the  way  of  question  and 
answer,  calculated  to  excite  suspicion  of  his  being  hetero- 
dox on  certain  other  points  contained  in  the  said  formulary. 
And,  finally,  that  he  has  in  his  treatise  laid  down  such  gen- 
eral principles  as  terms  of  acceptance  with  God,  as  to  set 
aside,  it  is  believed,  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  reception 
of  Christianity,  in  order  to  salvation,  and  in  this  way  opened 
a  wide  door  to  all  persons,  of  whatever  sect  of  religion  or 
persuasion  they  may  be,  provided  that  they  fear  God  and 
keep  his  commandments;  thereby  intimating  that  Jews, 
Turks,  or  Heathens,  as  well  as  all  sorts  of  Christians,  may 
be  admitted  to  eternal  life,  which  is  contrary  to  Scripture." 

Of  the  justice  of  this  report  wo  can  say  nothing;  neverthe- 
less, wo  can  but  regret  to  see  Episcopius  placed  in  circum- 
stances in  which  his  strong  attachment  to,  and  vigorous 
advocacy  of,  "  the  liberty  of  pro])hesying,''  was  for  this  once 
broken  down,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  before  he  had  done 
with  this  affair,  he  evinced,  we  think,  a  sense  of  compunction 
and  shame,  at  his  concurrence  in  those  measures  which  pre- 
pared the  way  for  this  man  to  be  consigned  to  beggary  and 
disgrace.  Such  statements  as  these  let  the  reader  under- 
stand, arc  not  made  either  by  Limborch,  or  the  Latin  editor 
of  the  memoirs  of  Episcopius ;  but,  according  to  our  views 
of  the  business,  we  should  think  that  we  were  adopting  an 
unfair  mode  of  proceeding,  if  wc  allowed  ourselves  to  be  so 
far  blinded  or  prejudiced  by  our  admiration  of  the  splendid 
talents  of  Episcopius,  as  not  to  make  the  above  statement 

Uitenbogaerdt,  who  was  no  incompetent  judge,  to  his 
honour  be  it  named,  seems  to  have  been  the  only  person  who 
spoke  in  favour  of  llie  book,  and  condemned  the  proceed- 
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ings  of  the  professors.  He  said  that  he  thought  they  had 
yielded  too  much  to  the  evil  surmises  of  certain  persons^ 
and  concealed  the  good  thiugs  contained  in  the  work,  in  ai 
snoch  as  it  was  undeistood  to  comprise  the  principal  points 
of  leligioii,  and  with  fine  and  stroDg  ar^^^uinents  urged  the 
duties  of  repentance  and  of  a  devout  and  lw\y  life. 

On  the  report  of  the  professors,  the  states  ordered  the 
copies  to  be  secured,  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  be  destroyed* 
They  aUo  aanuBoiied  Venator  to  the  Hagae,  to  be  examined 
befoe  Polyander  and  Episcopius,  on  the  seventeenth  of 
March,  in  the  presence  of  two  persons  deputed  l)v  them- 
selves. These  were  the  Heers  Hugo  Muis  van  Holy,  Scbout 
of  Dorty  and  Hugo  Grotint^  Pensionary  of  Rotterdam. 
After  a  long  examination  of  hinii  in  xelatian  to  the  contents 
of  bis  book,  the  examiners  proiessed  to  say  that  he  had  not 
given  them  satisfaction,  and  when  he  learnt  that  they  in- 
tended to  make  such  a  report  to  the  states,  he  begged  it  as 
a  Ikromri  that  they  wonld  present  to  their  High  Mightinesp 
ses  the  following  statemoit  of  bis  sentiments  on  the  chief 
point  on  which  he  had  been  charged  with  heterodoxy,  that 
is,  the  Divinity  of  Christ ; — first,  that  he  believed  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  is  very  God :  secondly,  that  he  is  God  £rom  all 
eternity :  and  thirdly,  that  he  existed  belbre  he  was  eon* 
ceiyed  and  bom  of  his  Tirgin  mother.  This  was  promised 
to  him,  though  Kpiscopius  sa^  s  that  it  was  done  in  a  very 
imperfect  manner  by  Polyander,  which  induced  Grotiua, 
who  &lt  that  the  representation  of  the  professor  had  wronged 
Venato^  afterwards  to  present  it  more  distmclly.  Poly  an* 
der,  it  appears^  was  determined  to  be  the  reporter  of  these 
proceedings,  and  acted  an  unfair  part,  for  w  liich  he  was  sub- 
sequently charged  with  injustice  and  enmity  towards  Vena- 
tor.   The  sequel  was  the  banishment  of  this  clergyman. 

ta  this  business,  Episcopius  certainly  felt  the  awkward* 
nemofhis  situation,  as  is  manifest  from  his  attempts  at 
one  time  to  shield  the  man,  and  then  subsequently  allow- 
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ing  himself  to  go  with  the  stream  of  prejudice  agaiust 
him.  Hence,  when  Venator,  the  day  following,  presented 
a  memorial  to  the  states,  containing  a  confession  of  his 
faith,  which  certainly  must  be  deemed  orthodox  on  the 
subject  of  Christ's  Divinity,*  Episcopius  stated  in  relation 
to  it,  "  that  if  Venator  had  spoken  so  yesterday,  or  even  had 
sooner  delivered  his  opinion  about  the, three  before-mention- 
ed points,  he  would  have  given  better,  nay,  indeed,  entire 
satisfaction ;  for,  in  his  opinion,  nothing  more  was  wanting." 
However  honourable  this  statement  might  be  to  Episcopius, 
in  thus  attempting  to  vindicate  a  man  whom  party  feeling 
had  condemned,  yet  we  think  he  ought  to  have  taken  a  more 
bold  and  decided  part  in  his  favour;  the  more  especially,  as 
he  could  but  perceive  by  the  conduct  of  his  colleague,  what 
were  his  feelings  towards  those  who  made  any  approach  to 
the  liberal  opinions  of  Arminius;  and  that  the  man,  who  was 
so  eager  to  urge  on  the  ruin  of  this  minister,  to  please  his 
party,  on  account  of  the  liberality  of  his  views,  would,  when 
opportunity  offered,  which  soon  occurred,  tender  his  vote  in 
support  of  measures,  that  would  bring  upon  him  a  calamity 
similar  to  Venator' s,  that  of  being  banished  from  his  friends 
and  his  country. 

In  looking  at  the  whole  of  this  affair,  we  may  perhaps 
have  so  far  misunderstood  the  conduct  of  Episcopius  in  it, 
as  unjustly  to  have  censured  him.  Be  it  so.  One  thing 
however  will  appear  to  the  reader  from  the  above  remarks, 
that  is,  that  we  are  not  wilfully  blind  to  the  possibility  of 
the  subject  of  these  memoirs  being  capable  of  defective  con- 
duct; and  therefore  assert  that  in  what  appears  to  us  his 
truckling  to  the  clamours  of  the  High  Calvinist  party,  he 
was  weakly  striving  to  please  men,  whom  nothing  could 
please  but  the  banishment  of  those  who  could  not  go  all 
their  lengths  in  supporting  the  narrow  and  bigoted  views 
which  they  had  adopted.     Of  the  trutli  of  these  sentiments, 

•  TUc  reader  vrill  find  lliis  memorial  in  Brandt,  rol.  ii.  p.  310. 
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i:!^pUcopiu8'  subsequent  experience  furnished  him  with  am- 
ple and  painfiil  evidence. 

DQijng  the  stay  of  Uie  two  professors  at  the  Hagiic,  they 
were  summoned  to  the  chamber  of  the  states,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  givinp:  their  opinion  on  a  certain  edict,  which  was 
being  prepared,  relative  to  ecclesiastical  affiiirs.  When  they 
appealed  in  the  chamber  they  found  some  gentlemen  wait- 
ing for  them,  who  were  deputed  on  the  part  of  the  states^ 
first  to  read  the  edict  to  them,  and  ilu  ii  re  ceive  their  judg- 
ment upon  it.  When  Polyander,  as  senior  professor,  was 
asked  for  his  opinion  on  the  edict,  he  declined  giving  it, 
alleging,  that  if  he  acted  otherwise  he  might  be  doing  injury 
to  the  rights  of  the  church,  and  subject  himself  to  the  dis- 
•  pleasure  of  certain  persons,  whom  he  did  not  wish  to  offend. 
At  least,  he  said,  it  was  certain  that  by  doing  it  he  should 
displeaae  one  party,  and  therefore  he  wished  to  be  excused 
complying  with  the  request  of  the  states. 

The  true  ground  of  Polyander's  demur  was  this : — ^The 
states  claimed  a  right  to  legislate  on  certain  ecclesiastical  mat- 
ters, which  was  a  source  of  great  annoyance  to  the  Calrin- 
ist  clergy,  in  as  much  as  they  weie  iuUy  aware,  that  by  their 
acting  upon  it,  all  their  hopes  of  exdudmg  the  Remonstrants 
and  their  opinions  from  the  pulpit,  would  be  unarailtng. 
For  the  states  were,  as  is  usually  the  case  with  lay-legis- 
lative assemblies,  more  tolerant  and  less  bigoted  than  the 
clergy.  His  refusal  was  therefore  a  manceuvre  to  get  rid  of 
acknowledging  the  right  of  the  states,  separate  from  the 
church,  to  interfere  in  lier  affairs;  and  the  more  covertly  to 
carry  his  point,  he  proposed  that  Uitcnbogaerdt,  who  was 
in  favour  with  the  government,  and  Festus  should  be  asso< 
dated,  as  representatives  of  the  church  in  this  business. 
Grotius,  who  was  present,  demurred  at  this  proposal, — no 
snch  office  having  been  created  by  the  civil  luiborities. 

Episcopius  then  stepped  forward  and  said,  that  as  to 
himself  he  felt  no  difficulty  in  giving  his  opinion,  for  he 
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considered  that  be  was  not  only  obliged  so  to  do  as  a  sub- 
ject, but  was  likewise  bound  to  do  it  from  the  fact  of  bis 
being  in  the  service  of  tbeir  High  Mightinesses,  who  were 
his  sovereigns,  and  had  the  right  to  demand  his  counsel,  at 
any  time  tlicy  thought  proper  to  require  it ;  and  in  giving  it 
he  believed  he  was  not  prejudicing  the  interests  of  the  church, 
much  less  infringing  on  its  rights  and  privileges."  Poly- 
ander  still  refused  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  States, 
when  Episcopius  said,  Gentlemen,  I  have  no  difficulty  in 
the  case,  and  shall  be  glad  to  give  my  opinion  upon  it.** 

The  edict,  it  appears,  related  to  the  subject  of  preaching 
on  the  points  in  debate  between  the  Remonstrants  and  the 
Contra-Remonstrants,  and  was  designed  to  induce  the  min- 
isters of  both  parties  not  to  introduce  them,  or,  at  least,  to 
discuss  them  with  moderation,  in  their  public  ministrations. 
Vain  was  the  attempt ;  as,  indeed,  are  all  such  restrictive 
measures,  when  men  are  excited  by  religious  controversy. 
The  fact  is,  this  edict  made  things  worse  than  before,  and 
proved  the  folly  of  legislating  upon  such  subjects. 

Episcopius,  in  giving  his  opinion  in  favour  of  the  intend- 
ed resolution,  accompanied  it  with  a  request  that  it  was 
to  be  understood  that  its  recommended  restrictions  should 
not  extend  to  the  professors,  in  as  much  as  in  debating  pro- 
positions in  the  universities,  a  greater  latitude  ought  to  be 
allowed  there,  than  was  requisite  in  the  pulpit. 

The  facts  just  alluded  to,  will  show  the  reader  the  two 
points  on  which  all  the  debates  and  strife  of  the  church  of 
Holland  hinged.*  The  one  related  to  certain  theological 
distinctions  on  the  subject  of  predestination  and  its  cognate 

•  In  their  political  character,  Arminianism  aud  Calvinism  at  tliis  period, 
took  opposite  ground,  in  Holland  and  in  England.  In  Holland,  Anninian> 
ism  was  on  the  side  of  freedom,  and  Bamevcldt  and  Grotius  lesisled  the 
despotic  designs  of  Maurice,  while  the  Calvinists  supported  him.  In  Eng- 
land, the  latter  were  opi>oscd  lo  des)>otisni.  and  the  Anuinians  were  in  favour 
of  it.    Of  course  Uic  oi>i'-'>it«.  iika.s  followed  to  each  parl^.    lu  HollaDd 
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doctrines.  The  other  referred  to  church  policy; — the  Calyin- 
ist  party  claiming  the  right  of  adjusting  all  ecclesiastical  af- 
fiuiSy  and  eqfiecially  the  liberty  of  depoabg  wliat  they  called 
heretical  preaehefSy  without  the  intezliei«nce  and  chedi  cf  Ae 
magistrate.  To  gain  this,  they  were  prepared  to  go  to  any 
lengths.  Prince  Maurice  saw  this,  and,  like  a  good  diplo- 
matisty  knew  how  to  seize  hold  of  the  current  of  affairs  to 
eObd  his  own  pncpose.  Before  thb  penod^  the  Calvinist 
dergy  and  he  were  opponents,  becaase,  like  his  good  fcthes^ 
he  checked  them  in  their  bigotry  nud  persecuting  proceed- 
ings. Now  they  became  Mends  ^  and  if  there  was  not  a 
declared  compact  between  theniy  yet  they  wm^ked  togellier 
under  that  nlsnt  and  nnezpressed  sympathy,  which  pftwapti 
persons  engaged  in  kindred  pursoits  instinctiTely  and  le- 
ciprocally  to  help  each  other  in  the  accomplii>hiueiit  of  their 
purposes.  He  was  to  receive  help  from  the  Contra- Remon- 
strants in  seizing  hold  of  the  reins  of  goveranienty  iot  whic)i 
he  was  to  sacrifice  his  former  ftiends,  and  giro  them  over 
into  the  hands  of  these  their  bigoted  eiiemios  j  while  they 
were  to  enjoy  the  right  of  setting  up  their  standard  of  ortho- 
dofzy,  and  of  deposing  from  their  ministry  and  banishing 
Hhose  dergymen,  who  could  not  concur  with  them  in  ereiy 
point  of  doctrine.  In  this  way  they  intended  to  dear  the 
church  of  heresy,  and  firmly  establish,  in  all  hci  borders, 
what  they  denominated  the  tiuth^  that  is  to  say,  Calrinisn^. 

The  peiiod  of  which  we  are  now  writings  Maurice^  It 
appears^  thought  was  not  the  most  suitable  te  the  acoootr 
pli^meiit  of  his  purpose,  and  therefiNB  with  the  policy  of 
the  statesman  and  courtier,  we  fmd  him  endeavouring  to 
ampse  the  Reau>nstrants^  and  when  Episoopiui^  in  the  folr 

the  ^Tinisli  w«iib  proteetod, •ii4 tbe  Aimiiiiaiis  oppmed;  ia  Engltad 
the  Cilvinlsts  wen  oppvened,  and  the  Amlniaiu  pcoteeted ;  which  led 
Biahop  Morley,  when  aaked  bj  a  grave  gentletnao,  what  the  AmiiiiiuM  held, 
piMaentlj  to  replly,  *  They  hold  ell  the  beet  hisboprieks  iind  detDflriee  In 
Bng|aiid.»--49ee  JeJb  JibiyAiii** 
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lowing  August,  was  invited  by  the  magistrates  and  consist- 
ory of  the  Hag^e  to  preach  there,  he  took  care  to  let  it  be 
known  that  he  was  anxious  to  sec  hira,  and  show  his  esteem 
for  so  distinguished  a  man  and  celebrated  a  scholar.  The 
latter,  during  his  stay  at  the  Hague,  was  invited  with  Ui- 
tenbogaerdt  to  dine  with  the  Heer  Vander  Myle,  son  in  law 
to  the  Lord  Advocate,  Bameveldt. 

This  gentleman,  who  was  in  the  secret,  stated,  while 
Episcopius  was  seated  at  his  table,  that  he  had  heard  from 
his  Excellency,  Prince  Henry,  that  his  brother,  Prince 
Maurice  had  said  to  him,  he  had  been  informed  of  Episco- 
pius having  preached  at  the  Hague,  a  circumstance,  he  de- 
clared, with  which  he  was  highly  pleased,  and  added,  that 
he  understood  him  to  be  a  very  amiable  and  peaceable  man, 
and  not  to  have  written  on  the  controversy.  Besides,  he 
said,  it  has  been  told  me,  that  he  is  a  man  of  extraordinary 
powers  and  of  a  highly  cultivated  mind,  and  it  would  afford 
me  great  pleasure  to  have  an  interview  with  him,  seeing  that 
it  is  possible  he  may  be  able  to  suggest  some  means  that 
will  tend,  if  not  to  put  an  end  to,  yet  at  least  to  allay,  the 
present  dissensions,  an  event  greatly  desired  by  me,  in  as 
much  as  they  prevent  me  from  the  enjoyment  of  rest  and 
peace  both  night  and  day. 

Prince  Henry,  it  was  also  stated,  had  said  to  this  same 
gentleman,  that  his  brother  would  be  happy  to  send  for 
Episcopius,  but  that  he  was  apprehensive  that  by  so  doing 
he  should  excite  the  displeasure  of  the  more  bigoted  of  the 
Contra-Remonstrant  party.  As  difficulties,  therefore,  arose 
in  the  way,  it  was  proposed  to  take  the  advice  of  Bame- 
veldt, who  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that  Episcopius 
should  endeavour  to  obtain  an  audience  of  Prince  Mau- 
rice. He  was  then  asked  in  what  way  it  could  be  done. 
He  answered,  "  in  the  way  of  paying  his  respects  to  the 
prince,  and  on  which  occasion  ho  should  say,  that  he  was 
anxious  not  to  return  to  Leydeu  without  showing  his  pro- 
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found  respect  to  hU  £xceUency»  and  especially  recommend- 
ing the  Unirersity  of  I^ejden  to  his  notice  and  gracious 
legaid.*' 

Still  there  appeared  to  be  insuperable  obstacles  in  the 
way;  and  it  was  finally  detennined  that  Prince  Henry 
should  be  consalted  perBmially»  as  to  the  propriety  of  Epis- 
copins  attempting  to  be  introduced  to  his  brother;  and  Ut- 
tenbogaerdt  with  Episcopius,  at  the  suggestion  of  Vauder 
Myle,  v\'aitcd  u]>()u  him  for  that  purpose.  When  they  ar- 
rived at  tUe  residence  of  the  prince,  he  was  not  within. 
They  then  waited  upon  the  Princess  Dowager,  his  mother, 
and  made  her  acquainted  with  the  object  of  their  visit 
This  huly,  pleased  with  the  proposal,  for  she  was  warmly 
attached  to  the  cause  of  the  Remonstrants,*  said  that  she 

•  This  printTss  wm  the  dauc^htcr  (»f  the  celebrated  Colicjny,  the  great  admi- 
ral of  France,  whose  fat  il  ( iirl,  at  the  massacre  on  Bartholomew's  eve,  fvi-ry 
reader  well  knowg.    Her  LMiumiuiuiing  talent*,  which  she  inherited  from  her 
gifted  father,  she  used  in  favour  of  tlie  Remonstrants,  anil  adopted  every 
means  within  her  power  to  allav  the  religious  dissensions  of  Holland. 
Amongst  others,  she  joined  with  several  distinguished  uk  n  v{  the  Netherlands, 
in  entreating  tbe  celebrated  Du  Plessis,  a  French  Protestant  nobleman,  who 
at        period  \n»  m  renowned  for  his  prudence  as  a  statesman,  as  for  his 
coorage  at  a  lol^r,  and  his  pietj  at  a  Cbilttlati,  to  ?ldt  the  United  ProT- 
iii0B«t  tiiAt  hf  hit  taiMMO  and  talenti  ha  mmld  andaavoar  to  compoea  the 
diiamiieae  of  the  Belgiaiia.  In  her  latter  to  bim  tnm  the  H«siie»  dated 
Deoamber  98Ui,  1617,  the  sajs,  *<tt  !•  eertain,  Sir,  that  we  elaad  in  the 
ntOMMtneedof  your  wiee  and  prodent  coimaeli,  and  ,1  Teril/  bellere  that 
the  one  partj,  as  nail  ai  the  other,  will  heafken  mora  to  yoan,  than  to  thoea 
of  any  other  penao.  Sir,  it  is  not  only  ahoat  lalislen  that  onr  qnarrds  are, 
ear  aoantiy  it  lifcewiae  at  einke,  if  eome  cafe  he  not  qteedily  taken.  Ton  afe 
one  of  thoee  who  aisiated  my  lord  and  hneband  to  lay  the  foandatiant  of  this 
•tate :  eome  now  to  the  help  of  hit  tdiildren,  and  keep  diem  ftom  boiyiog 
themtilfee  in  iti  mint.    If  the  dead  had  any  knowledga  of  what  pattee 
npon  die  eaith»  I  am  tate  he  wovld  coajQie  yea  to  it  In  hit  own  name  and 
hy  hla  adwt.  Sir,  I  heg  it  of  yon  mott  heaitily ;  fbr  Ood*t  take,  da  not 
ttand  open  paaatiliot.** 

fiat  while  Ihi  Plettit  woald  hafe  readily  ooncnnad  with  the  entrtatiet  of 
this  Iidy  and  other  dittiagaithed  penont,  had  tbeie  been  any  hope  of  succett 
attendlnig  iocb  a  propoted  meatnre^  yet  he  dearly  taw  that  aU  hit  effntt 


Digitized  by  Google 


880  CRAPTSR  tJL 

had  herself  heard  Prince  Maurice  speak  of  Epxscopins  in 
the  stroiiffesl  terras  of  approbatior,  and  she  staled  ;hat 
immediately  after  mid-day,  she  should  be  able  to  inform 
thm  Wheti  her  son  Prince  Uewjr  would  be  within^  that  they 
might  wait  tipon  htm  for  the  pnrpose  of  speaking  to  him. 

At  tlirce  o'clock  she  sent  her  page  to  say,  that  the  Prinee 
was  prepared  to  see  tlicm.  Tliis  ainia])lc  genilt man  re- 
ceired  them  in  the  most  Mendly  manner,  and  when  made 
acqua&Dted  with  their  intMition,  he  gwre  it  aa  hie  decided 
opinion  that  Epiacdpins  ahoidd  wait  upon  hiebrother,  toefw 
ting,   thai  ha  iiad  no  doubt  but  that  his  Excellency^  Prince 

woidd  be  iiteliM,njiiig  in  reply,  that  tiMdiiMiem  It 
was  toQ  late  to  apply  any  remedy." 

Of  Uie  desanilants  of  this  distiugnished  man,  after  the  revocation  of  tlie 
Edict  of  Nantes  by  the  tyranny  of  Tx>uis  14th,  notliing  is  l|eard  in  tbebirtoiy 
of  France.  The  reason  for  lliis  is,  the  fact  of  their  being  amongst  those  who 
with  several  othsf  French  families,  emigmtt-d  in  1685  and  1686  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  where  their  descendants  continue.  In  proof  of  this  the 
following  fact  is  stated  in  a  work  published  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the 
year  1827,  with  the  following  title,  A  FragnmU  Chmnh  Hiil^rjf  el  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

"  When  General  Jansscns  was  Governor  of  the  Cape,  a  dispatch  arrived 
from  France,  conMiniug  a  request  of  an  extraordinary  nature: — it  was  to 
6n{i  m\\  the  family  of  Du  Plcssig,  and  to  request  a  senior  member  of  il  to  pro- 
ceed to  1  niiice,  in  order  to  take  possession  of  family  estates  and  a  dukedom, 
for  soniL  lime  extinct  for  want  of  a  lineal  descendant.  The  Governor  of  the 
C.ijH  iiistautly  forwRrdul  tlu  cuininunication  to  Mr.  van  der  Riet,  the  Land- 
drofel  of  Stellenbosoh,  who  waited  on  Mr.  Du  Plessis,  a  farmer  in  the  district. 
The  old  <^ontIcman  heard  the  proposition  unmoved,  rejected  it»  and  avowed 
his  attachiiiLiii  ti)  Africa^  and  rural  life. 

** There  i&  t  vory  n  asoii  t<i  Ixlicvt,  iliut  Buonaparte  had  some  minister  pur- 
posis  to  serve,  in  thus  endi.  :n  auring  to  bring  Du  Plessis  to  France.  Buo- 
n;ii>aite  was  just  then  created  consul  for  life,  and  might  probably  wish  to 
gratify  the  protest;iiit  inLcre.si,  aud  j,hou  las  abhorrence  of  perseeuiion. 

"The  Du  Ple.sscti  of  this  colony  are  descendants  of  .Mumay  Du  Plessis,  a  pro. 
testant  nobleman,  wlio  united  in  his  cliaractei  iIil  lust  qualities  of  the  soldier, 
the  statesman,  the  scholar,  and  the  Christian.  11c  is  celebrated  for  being 
the  friend  and  correspondent  ul  Audrow  Melville,  the  illustriuu:>  6cutti»h 
BeiMmMv." 


Digitized  by  Google 


MBMOIlft  DF  BPIiCOPIOS. 


381 


Maurice,  would  not  only  be  pleased,  but  was  vL  iilly  desirous 
of  seeing  him.**  They  tbeo  asked  him,  what  should  be  the 
assigned  reason  for  soliciting  an  audience  of  the  prince. 
He  answered,  as  tbe  Hew  Vander  Mjle  had  done  beftie^ 
^to  pay  his  respects  to  him,**  adding,  at  the  same  time,  that 
lie  believed  bis  brother  was  anxious  lo  ascertain,  whether 
be  could  devise  any  means  to  put  an  end  to  the  present 
dissensions  of  the  chureh,  or  present  in  writing  to  him  some 
tilan  by  which  it  might  be  e^eted.**  They  replied^  ''that 
they  had  sheady  used  on  their  part,  erery  possible  method  lo 
effect  an  accomodation  with  the  opposite  party,  and  that 
nothing  more  could  be  thought  of  by  them,  than  that  of 
mntual  forbearance  and  toleration.'*  I  know  thati**  answered 
the  prince,  ^'nevertheless,  an  interview  with  his  EzceOencj 
can  do  tio  harm."  Still  Episcopius  hesitated,  and  again  he 
and  Uitenbogaerdt  waited  upon  Barneveldt,  to  have  his 
farther  judgment  upon  the  business.  This  gentleman  urged 
them  by  all  means  to  follow  the  connsd  of  Prince  Heniy» 
informing  Episcopius,  that  his  Excellency  had  imagined, 
and  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  iika,  that  the  ll<jmou- 
strants  designed  to  supplant,  and  indeed  if  possible,  to 
overthrow  the  Oontra-Remonstrants.  Barneveldt  undoubt- 
edly meant  by  this  to  intimate  to  Episcopius,  tliat  he  should, 
if  a  Ikvonrable  opportunity  occurred,  seize  hold  of  it  for  the 
purpose  of  reoioviDg  such  an  impression. 

The  following  day,  Episcopius  waited  upon  his  Ez^cel- 
kncy,  who  received  him  in  the  most  friendly  way,  giving 
him  his  hand,  and  in  a  kind  and  ailhble  manner  said,  that 
it  afibrded  him  great  pleasure  to  see  him,  and  that  he  had 
long  wished  to  have  an  interview  witli  him."  Lpiscopius 
in  reply  said,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  not  to  return 
till  he  had  kissed  the  hand  of  his  ExceUency,"  who  thanked 
him.  Episcopius,  while  thus  addressing  him,  was  uncover- 
ed; the  prince  bade  him  put  on  his  liat,  saying,  "that  he 
was  not  accustomed  to  speak  with  peisuus  uncovered,"  and 
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added  further,  "  thai  he  was  ai)xioiis  to  speak  with  hun  on 
those  unhappy  dissensions  in  religion,  and  to  learn  iVum 
him  wliat  were  his  views  concerning  them,  and  to  ascertain 
whether  he  knew  of  anj  mode  that  covild  be  adopted  bj 
which  the  calamities  resulting  from  them  could  be  removed* 
Some  people,"  said  he,  *'  suspect  iiie  of  having  sonic  other 
design,  and  that  I  take  one  side,  and  am  labouring  to  sup- 
»  press  the  other.  This,  I  assure  you,  is  far  from  me,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  I  am  anxious  equally  to  defend  both  parties; 
nevertheless,  I  deem  it  right  to  say,  that  I  have  a  prefeienoe 
for  iliosc  who  adhere  to  the  old  icligiou/* 

Thus  far,  says  Limborch,  I  have  found  au  account  of 
this  interview,  given  in  the  notes  of  Episcopius ;  the  aubse* 
quent  matters  introduced  on  the  occadon  he  has  not  stated, 
I  therefore  am  unable  to  give  any  ftirther  account  of  Ms 
conference  with  Prince  Maurice. 

It  may  perhaps  be  deemed  illiberal  to  doubt  *  the  sincer- 
ity of  Maurice's  statements,  as  lo  his  intentions  of  equally 
protecting  both  parties,  and  we  should  concur  with  the 
sentiment,  did  not  his  subsequent  conduct  contradict  his 
statements  to  l%piscopiiis.  He  certainly  had  fixed  his  pur- 
pose of  accomplishing  some  other  design,*'  as  soon  as  he 
saw  affairs  ripe  for  it,  and  as  the  Arminian  party,  at  the 
head  of  which  were  Baxneveldt  and  Grotins,  had  opposed 

•  HowfltfweareoometinoiirdmilitBSs  to  Maniietfs  lineeiltj,  in  hit 
dcdaied  intentioii  of  Mintlly  pratecttng  both  paitiet,  will  be  tm  from  tlw 
fiiet  of  bit  baviag  UMrtid  la  tbe  hMa  end  of  tbit  jomt,  "tbat  tbe  4i«pQt<t 
could  not  be  settled  but  by  the  force  of  amis:*'  vnd  in  tbe  Ibilowing  year, 
wbea  Bemeveldt,  Grotins^  and  other  gentlemen  in  the  assembly  of  the 
states,  openly  advocated  mutual  tolermtion,  he  would  strike  his  hand  upon 
bit  sword  and  say,  It  it  not  by  many  splendid  orations  and  embellished 
speeches  that  these  matters  arc  to  be  settled,  but  with  this  will  I  defend  the 
religion  which  my  noble  father  planted  and  fostered  in  this  land,  witboot 
suffering  tny  change  therein,  unci  let  him  who  dares,  attempt  to  oppose  me 
in  this  work. —  Uitenbog.  Kcrkl.  Hint.  b\.  814,  at  quoted  in  Regaiboog^t  Bii- 
iorie  der  Rmamtnmtem  mnlU  dmL  hi  261. 
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his  "design,**  he  d^tenDuied  upon  their  raio,  the  particulars 
of  which  will  be  stated  in  the  following  pages. 

In  the  fall  of  these  great  men,  it  was  not  to  be  expected 

that  those  immediately  connected  with  them  could  escape ; 
and  Uitenbogaerdty  the  intimate  fiiend  of  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate,  was  of  coarse  not  to  pass  without  feeling  the  efiiscts  of 
the  conTolsiott  that  was  just  at  hand.  It  is  tme,  Uitenbo- 
gaerdt  was  Manrice*s  chaplain,  and  had  been  admitted  to 
his  confidence  and  irieiidsbip,  but  all  the  claims  of  friend- 
ship give  way  before  those  of  ambition  and  the  dictates  of 
political  xaneoar ;  and  therefore  amongst  the  victims  doomed 
to  snfiSnv  this  venerable  clergyman  was  marhed  out  as  one. 
This  he  dearly  foresaw;  and  having  long  been  weary  of 
the  disfiensions  that  agitated  the  church,  and  disgusted 
with  the  bigotry  of  the  opposite  party,  especially  when  his 
comparatively  juvenile  colleague  was  patronized  even  by 
Maurice  himsell^  in  separating  from  him  as  a  heretic  with 
whom  communion  could  not  be  held  with  safety,  he  peti- 
tioned the  magistrates  and  consistory  of  Leyden  to  release 
liim  from  his  obligation  to  act  as  pastor  of  the  Walloon 
Church.  In  the  first  instance  they  stieouously  opposed 
his  request,  and,  at  length,  complied  with  it,  only  on  this 
condition,  that  he  should  occasionally  preach  amongst  them. 

Immediately  after,  matters  grew  still  more  gloomy,  and 
the  Contra-Bemonstiants  were  violent  beyond  all  bounds. 
The  govenmient  had  lost  all  authority,  because  Maurice 
showed  himself  in  favour  of  those  who  opposed  the  States, 
forbidding  the  soldiers,  who  were  at  his  beck,  to  suppress 
the  riotous  proceedings  of  the  Calvinist  parly  ^  and  to  com- 
plete his  purpose,  he  proceeded  by  violence  to  change  the 
magistrates  in  several  cities;  and  finally,  to  accomplish  his 
"some  other  design,"  he  decoyed  Barneveldt  into  his  power, 
w  hum  he  ordered,  in  opposition  to  all  law  or  justice,  to  be  im- 
prisoned with  Hoogerbeets,  Pensionary  of  Leyden,  and  Gro- 
tius,  Pensionary  of  Rotterdam.    Uitenbogaerdt,  as  noticed 
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above^  was  to  have  been  the  next  victim,  but  he  happily  saw 
the  gatheriog  Btorniy  and  retired  to  Brabant^  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  wicked  grasp  of  this  sacceaslul  and  aspiring  soldier.* 
So  highly  esteemed  was  this  Tenerable  clergymaD,  by  tbe 

i^iiicess  Dowager  of  Orange,  and  her  amiable  »on  Prince 
Frederick  Henry,  that  they  caused  it  to  be  intimated  to 
him  not  to  letum  to  Holland,  though  his  safety  should  be 
guaranteed  by  a  goremment  document.  This  lady,  it  ap- 
pears, too  well  knew  the  designs  of  Manrice  and  his  crea- 
tures upon  ibis  distinguished  minister,  to  allow  him  to  be 
lured  into  their  toils  by  any  stratagem  they  might  devise 
for  that  purpose.t 

The  loss  of  Uitenbogaerdfs  labours  in  the  pulpit  was 
severely  felt  by  those  who  were  allaclud  to  his  ministry; 
and  the  magistrates  and  consistory  of  the  Hague,  wishing  to 
supply  the  lack  of  his  services,  requested  several  ministevs 
to  officiate  successively  in  the  pulpit  he  had  formerly  occu- 
pied. Amongst  these  Episcopius  was  earnestly  solicited 
occasionally  to  preach  amongst  them.  To  this  he  readily 
consented,  and  on  the  16th  of  September  delivered  a  sermon 
in  the  great  church,  from  the  following  words,  Bletaed  ate 
thep  tthieh  do  hunger  and  thint  after  righietmeMmffcr  they 
ghali  be  Jiiledy  Matthew,  9.  This  discourse,  it  appears, 
gave  great  offence  to  some  of  tlio  bisroted  Contra-Remon- 
strant party,  who  carried  their  animosity  so  far  against  the 
preacher,  as  formally  to  complain  of  him  to  the  States  of 
Holland.  This  circumstance  induced  the  States  to  send  the 
following  letter  to  the  consistory  at  the  Hague : — 

Learned,  pious,  beloved,  and  eminent. — In  consequence 

•  Maurice  the  eldest  proteflUmt  son  of  WilUsoi,  suqiassed  hit  father  in 
militaiy  genius,  but  fell  short  of  him  in  that  modeimtloii  of  temper  and  prin- 
eiple,  whieh  is  a  most  indispensable  virtne  in  the  leader  of  a  ftee  state.  The 
blood  of  Bameveldt  and  the  dongeon  of  Grotitts  have  leit  an  indelible  stain 
on  his  memory.  ITIffeiy  of  lAe  RemkMm  ^  En§Mt  in  1688^  by  the  late 
Sta  Jambs  Mackintosh. 

f  See  Brandf,  toI.  ii.  p.  051, 
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of  its  having  been  stated  to  m,  that  on  Sunday  last  the 
Professor  and  minister  Episcopius,  when  preaching  in  the 

great  clmrcli  at  the  Ila^nu*,  did  in  his  sermon  introduce 
certain  maUcrs,  more  calculated  to  excite  sedition,  than  to 
proinote  the  edification  of  the  congregation,  which  was  an 
occasion  of  offence  to  many  of  the  pious  hearers;  we  have 
therefore  judged  it  right  to  send  these  presents  to  you,  and 
hereby  to  request  that  you  will  at  the  cdiliest  opportunity 
-make  enquiry,  and  inform  us  ol  ilus  aliair  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, which  we  shall  accordingly  expect  of  you,  and  we 
commend  you  to  the  care  of  God.  Written  at  the  Hague, 
September  the  eighteenth,  1618.   By  order  of  the  States. 

Undersigned — A  Duyck." 
The  answer  of  the  consistory  to  the  states,  says  Limborch, 
I  have  never  been  able  to  procure,  but  the  testimony  iia 
members  gave  to  Episcopius,  in  rdation  to  this  sermon,  is 
as  follows. 

"  Since  Dr.  Episcojuus,  Professor  of  Theology  in  the 
University  of  Leyden,  did  at  the  earnest  request  of  the 
eonsisloiy  and  some  other  members  of  the  congregaticm  of 
the  Hague,  preach  on  the  sixteenth  of  September  last ;  and 
as  it  appears  that  some  persons  of  the  said  congregation 
have  complained  of  his  sermon  delivered  on  that  occasion,  to 
certain  distinguished  and  illustrious  persons,  stating  that  the 
said  Episcopius  had  therein  made  use  of  certain  improper 
and  unjustifiable  statements,  tendin  g  more  to  genmte  sedition, 
than  to  jirnniotc  the  edification  and  instruction  of  the  con- 
gregation, and  that  iu  consequence  of  such  a  representation 
lo  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  States  of  Holland  and  West 
Frieiland,  they  have  been  induced  to  write  to  the  consistory 
of  the  said  church,  to  the  end,  that  it  might  inform  their 
High  Mightine^»ses,  of  tlie  real  state  and  truth  of  the  matter; 
and  because  this  circumstance  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  aforesaid  professor,  who  has  requested  our  judgment  on 
the  sermon,  we  therefore,  the  undersigned  miaisters,  elders, 
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and  deacons  representing  the  said  consistory,  have  declared,  | 
and  do  declare  unanimously,  as  well  as  several  members  of  the 
church  who  heard  the  aforesaid  sermon,  our  most  perfect  and 
entire  approbation  of  the  same ;  and  not  only  so,  but  like- 
wise of  the  prayers  that  preceded  and  followed  the  sermon  ; 
and  do  aver  that  not  one  word  was  uttered,  that  was  objec- 
tionable or  capable  of  giving  offence,  but  on  the  contrary, 
we  do  declare  concerning  the  said  prayers  and  sermon,  and  I 
especially  the  latter,  that  they  contained  doctrines,  ex- 
hortations, and  reproofs,  which  were  very  pious  and  highly  i 
calculated  to  promote  the  instruction  of  those  who  heard 
them,  and  most  worthy  to  be  received  as  tending  to  promote 
their  holiness  and  salvation.    Given  in  the  consistory  of  | 
the  Hague  twentieth  of  September,  1618.    Signed,  Bemar- 
das  la  Faille  and  John  Taurenus  ministers  of  the  Hague, 
Quirin  van  Stryen,  J.  van  Duynen,  Francis  Criep,  John  | 
Janson  Cocq,  N.  van  Sorgen,  elders."* 

We  must  now  resume  that  part  of  our  narrative  which 
especiaUy  relates  to  the  conduct  of  Maurice,  in  his  attempts 
to  secure  the  absolute  sovereignty  of  the  Netherlands.  In 
accomplishing  his  purpose,  he  knew  that  his  success  wholly 
depended  on  the  consent  of  Bameveldt  To  induce  him  to  " 
comply  with  his  design,  he  had  recourse  to  the  Dowager 
Princess  of  Orange,  his  mother  in  law. 

Aware  that  the  gentle  character  and  exemplary  conduct 
of  this  lady  had  procured  her  universal  esteem,  Maurice  cal- 
culated upon  her  influence  with  Bameveldt;  and  to  succeed 
the  more  efifectually,  he  told  her  that  he  had  positively  de- 

•  This  discourse  is  to  be  found  in  the  folio  edition  of  Episeopius*  sermons,  at 
page  331.  To  prove  that  the  charges  advanced  by  these  bigots  were  unfound- 
ed, we  have  only  to  state  that  it  was  not  composed  for  tlie  occasion,  but  is  one 
of  a  course  of  sermons  he  was  preaching  on  the  Beatitudes.  Tlie  fact  is,  that 
the  complainants,  by  their  clamuur  having  hunted  down Uitcnbogaerdt,  were 
deeply  mortified  that  his  place  was  not  supplied  by  a  Contra-Remonstrant 
minister,  and  tl)veforc  vented  their  spleen  in  the  manner  ns  shown  above. 
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termined  to  remain  uxuuamedj  and  in  this  waj  would  i»e- 
ptfe  ihfi  way  for  her  own  son.  Prince  Heiiiy>  to  sncceed 
liim  in  Ins  intended  iOTmlgntj.  The  prineewy*  not  inaen- 
rihle  to  this  appeal,  followed  the  instructions  ei  Manrice, 

and  broached  the  affair  to  Barneveldt,  but  he  was  inexora- 
ble. He  clearly  explained  to  her  the  perilous  career  on 
which  the  prince  proposed  to  enter.  He  showed  how  gieely 
bow  independent,  yea  how  almost  absolnte  he  mi^t  con- 
tinae,  withont  shocking  the  principles  of  the  Dutch  states, 
by  grasping  at  an  empty  dignity,  which  could  not  virtually 
increase  his  authority.  The  princess,  convinced  by  his  rea- 
soning, repaired  to  Maurice;  bnty  instead  of  finding  him  as 
ready  a  couTert  as  she  herself  had  been,  she  reoeiyed  as 
cold  an  answer  as  was  compatible  with  a  passionate  temper, 
wounded  pride,  and  disappointed  aiubition.t 

The  conduct  of  Barneveldt  in  this  afiair  sealed  his  doom 
In  the  mind  of  Maurice.  He  now  threw  off  all  disgoise,  at- 
tached himself  openly  to  the  Oalvinist  party,  and  made  nse 
of  the  name  of  religion  to  accomplish  his  designs.  In  doing 
this,  it  seemed  absolutely  necessary  to  crush  Anninianism ; 
and  all  his  minor  measures  were  snbsenrient  to  this  grand 
object,  in  as  nmch  as  its  abettors  stood  identified  with  the 
patriot  party4 

A  national  synod  was  now  loudly  called  for  by  tlic  Gom- 
aristSy  and  in  spite  of  the  constitutional  opposition  offered  to 
it,  was  fimnaUy  proclaimed.    This  the  nobles  of  Holland 
and  Utrecht  complained  o(  saying,  that  it  was  nnlawfiil 
a  few  of  the  minor  states  to  appoint  any  thing  in  these 

*  *  LodIa  d»  Cv^gaj  wii  a  womui  tiiigiilur  in  her  dimncter,  m  iraU  mIb 
bor  dartiay,  wbo  baviiigtMn  her  Athv  and  the  hviband  of  bar  youth  iDiir» 
damd,  waadaooMd  to  tHtaait  Ao  Ml  of  a  nova  Ulnatiioiia  Iniabaad  bj  tbo 
baadof  aaaMMlaof  lliaiiiiia  ftctbm,  and  wba^  in  bar  laat  irldiifrbood» 
aamad  tbo  aHMon  of  William's  ebUdren,  m  aalo  aasuo  their  pfotoetioB  to 
a  aon  wbom  aba  iosplxad  with  ber  own  virCnaa."'— AfacMoift'a  HMofy  ^ 
lAe Rtmtmtkm  im  En^nd,  in  1688.  p.  307. 

f  6aa  OmATiaii'a  NHhtrhrndt.  X  Idim. 
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matters,  without  the  consent  of  the  principal  states.  This 
exasperated  the  Caivinist  party^  tbe  violence  of  whose 
pfoceeding^a  knew  no  bounds. 

The  Latin  editor  of  Episcopins*  memoirs  very  justly  re- 
marks,— The  States  of  Holland,  which  had  loreseen  the 
results  of  calling  a  National  Synod,  had  long  resisted  suck 
a  measure^  but  had  proposed  the  appointment  of  a  provin- 
cial one^  to  which  deputies  from  neighbouring  states  were 
to  be  invited.  That  they  had  the  right  of  msking  snch  a 
proposal,  mnst  be  admitted  iruui  the  principles  of  the  con* 
federacy  of  Utrecht^  formed  in  Id79,  which  guaranteed  a 
species  of  separate  sovereignty  to  each  of  the  seven  pro* 
vinces,  which  in  truth  were  seven  distinct  commnnitieSy 
each  having  the  right  of  regulating  its  own  local  affairs, 
especially  those  relating  to  religion.  Thu  tuiiipaiatire  im- 
portance of  Holland  may  be  estimated  from  the  consideration, 
that  in  general  assessments  of  money,  that  province  raised 
much  more  than  half  of  the  sum  levied  on  the  whole  confed" 
eracy.*  Not  being  able,  however,  lo  succeed  in  securing  the 
appuiuliiient  of  such  a  provincial  synod,  they  declared  on  the 
tenth  of  February,  1618,  that  they  were  willing  that  the  mat- 
ters relating  to  these  contentions,  should  be  debated  in  coun- 
cil by  men  of  peace,  and  that  some  rule  of  interpretation  of 
the  formularies  of  the  cIhik  li,  should  be  contrived  for  the 
purpose  of  preveuLiug  an  incorrect  exposition  of  them,  and 
regulating  their  use  as  a  standard  of  address  to  the  people^ 
and  which  might  be  so  expressed  as  not  to  be  burdensome  to 
the  persons  who  could  not  entirely  concur  with  it  in  all  its 
parts.  In  a  subsequent  resolution  of  the  states,  published 
in  the  month  of  August  of  the  same  year,  the  same  declara- 
tion was  made,  in  which  the  subject  of  calling  a  synod  of 
Holland  was  considered,  for  devising  means  to  restore  peace, 
and  it  was  further  added,  that  if  after  its  siiiinj^s  my  ])oints 
should  be  found  which  required  to  be  decided  upou,  the  de- 

•  Lcclares  on  the  Pbilomphy  of  Modern  History  by  Dr.  Miller,  vol  v.  p  466. 
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cision  oi  them  siiould  be  put  oil  by  this  provincial  synod  to 
a  national  synod^  which  might  tnlxc  cognizance  of  the  same, 
and  decide  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  not  only  upon 
their  troth,  bat  also  their  importance.  And  the  States  of 
Holland  declared  lhat  they  were  ready  to  conlribntc  what 
might  he  found  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  same. 

In  the  mean  time,  Maurice  was  intent  upon  his  object, 
and  pretended  that  the  diventty  of  opinion  in  the  states  was 
a  warrant  ior  him  to  disregard  their  decrees,  and  there- 
fore, in  despite  of  the  states,  forbade  the  soldiers  as  be- 
fore stated,  to  attend  to  their  commands.  But  the  lords, 
imowing  that  the  soldiers  owed  obediience  to  them,  and 
seeing  that  Maurice  thus  unconstitutionally  forbade  them 
receiving  the  commands  of  their  sovereigns,  gave  the  guar- 
dianship of  the  towns  and  places  of  defence  to  the  iiaiiunal 
miliiia,  called  Waardegelders.  In  this  juncture  of  afi'airs, 
the  magistrates,  likewise,  of  various  towns,  where  there  werp 
either  no  regnlar  soldiers,  or  where  they  were  suspected, 
did,  with  the  permission  of  the  States  of  Holland,  organize 
and  increase  the  city  militia  at  their  own  expense,  according 
to  a  right  which  they  possessed,  and  which  they  had  before 
used,  of  armiog  for  the  protection  of  the  public  peace;  the 
lawfulness  of  which  bad  never  been  questioned  by  the  states. 
This,  however,  Maurice  asserted  was  prejudicial  to  his  au- 
thority, and  pretended  to  take  huge  oifence  at  it.  Certainly 
it  was  the  way  to  thwart  his  designs,  and  that  he  knew,  and 
therefore  while  the  Calvinistic  party  were  violent  in  their 
clamonra  for  a  national  synod,he  was  determined  to  use  this 
circumstance  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose.  How 
far  he  might  depend  on  the  assistance  of  this  party,  will  be 
seen  from  the  fact  of  the  consistory  of  Brille,  who,  though 
according  to  their  profession  as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  were 
bound  not  to  use  any  weapons  in  their  warfare  that  were  car' 
nal,  had,  nevertheless,  in  a  public  document  they  presented  to 
the  magistrates,  against  whom  they  were  in  a  state  of  rebel- 
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lioDy  gone  bo  fiur  as  lo  iay,  thai  ikejf  woM  irp  n^o$e  fitU 

thehairdeti.  This  induced  Uie  latter,  wliile  witnes- 
sing  Uie  irregularities  occasioned  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
dergy,  to  embody  the  Waardegeiders,  in  order  to  secure  the 
public  peace.  Maurice^  who  was  alive  to  these  meaauresi 
was  inlly  aware  that  if  this  were  allowed^  it  would  prevent 
the  exectttioB  of  his  designs,  and  knowing  that  he  should  be 
supported  by  the  consistory,  set  out  suddenly  by  night  fium 
the  Hague,  and  arrived  at  the  BriUe,  and  iu  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  entreaties  and  remonatianeea  of  the  magistmtaa^ 
and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  town,  placed  some  of 
the  soldiers  devoted  to  his  person,  in  that  impoilaul  place 
which  was  the  key  of  Holland ;  and  in  this  way,  this  ambi- 
lions  soldier,  already  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  but  absolute 
power,  proclaimed  himself  Supreme  Master  of  the  Stales. 
Nothing  could  now  withstand  the  accomplishment  of  the 
object  of  his  wishes,  and  that  of  tlic  party  to  which  he  had 
attached  himself.  At  Utrecht  he  disbanded  the  ^Vaardegel- 
ders,  a  minute  account  of  which  is  given  by  Brandt,  who 
states,  thai  he  is  thus  particular  in  his  narrative,  because 
of  the  great  consequences  arismg  out  of  these  proceedings, 
to  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  Holland.  Tlie  fact 
was^  it  prepared  the  way  for  Maurice  to  change  the  magis- 
tracy, and  to  summon  his  creatures  to  his  aid,  who  be- 
came his  instruments  in  accomplishing  his  dai^  designs 
upon  BiiriK '^  eldt,  and  proscribing  the  Arminiaii  party,  of 
which  he  was  the  principal  lay-leader.  In  this  state  of  ani- 
mosity against  the  Bemonstrants,  the  Calvinistic  party,  with 
Maurice  at  their  head,  carried  their  measures  in  obtaining 
the  appointment  of  a  national  synod.  The  reader  will  concur 
with  the  statement  of  the  Tiatin  editor  of  Liniborch's  me- 
moirs of  Episcopius,  that  it  was  not  difficult  to  see  to  which 
side  the  victory  would  be  awarded* 

The  thirteenth  of  November,  1618^  was  the  day  on  which 
the  iirst  session  of  this  celebrated  synod  was  held.  During 
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iU  siUiogs,  which  contiDucd  for  near  six  monlhs,  its  members 
piocaied  the  condemnation  of  Armimamcm,  and  prepafed  the 
waj  the  depodtioD  of  thoee  ministera  who  espotued  it, 
and  the  unprisomneut  of  their  persons,  with  the  banish meut 
of  hundreds  of  pious,  industrious,  respectable,  and  peaceable 
families^  who  formed  the  bodjr  of  their  congiegationa  and 
flocks :  nerertheleas  the  pvesident  coold  say  to  its  members^ 
at  the  opening  of  its  bnndied  and  fiHy-finirth  sitting,  when 
reviewing  these  and  similar  acts,  that  the  uiiracuh)us  Ui- 
bours  of  the  synod  had  made  hell  to  tremble."  Before,  how- 
e?er,  we  proceed  to  the  particular  history  of  this  fiunons 
assembly,  whose  proceedings  were  so  alarming  to  the  rulers 
of  the  nether  regions,  we  most  follow  the  statements  of  Idm- 
borch,  in  his  details  of  what  passed  before  its  sittings  com- 
menced. IVoTincial  synods,  he  says,  were  convoked  through 
all  the  provinces,  where  all  things  were  to  be  arranged  for  the 
national  synod,  and  letters  of  citation  were  issned  to  the 
parties  concerned. 

The  Remonstrants,  who  were  present  at  the  conference  of 
the  Hague,  about  this  time  presented  to  the  States  of  Hol- 
land a  memoria],  in  which  they  showed  the' conditions  under 
which  a  national  qrnod  sboiild  be  appointedL  On  the  twen- 
tieth of  September  the  states  sent  a  letter  to  the  above  Re- 
moii.strants,  the  contents  of  which  were  as  follow  :— 

Learned,  beloved,  and  particular. — After  the  memorial 
presented  by  yon  to  our  assembly  had  been  examined,  and 
the  contents  and  request  of  the  same  duly  weighed,  it  has 
been  deemed  proper  that  the  said  memorial  should  be  taken 
by  our  deputies  to  the  Synods  of  North  and  South  iToUand, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  there  presented,  and  carefully  exam- 
ined in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  that  a  decision  be  pro* 
nonnced  upon  it  without  prejudice  or  partiality,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  well-being  of  the  church,  the  prosperity  of 
the  state,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  your  satisfaction ;  and 
this  our  letter  is  to  be  held  by  you  as  a  notice  of  the  same. 
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Moreover  we  advise,  aduiunish,  and  command  you,  to  send 
your  deputies  according  to  the  decisions  of  ibe  synodical 
dassisy  to  the  synods  of  North  and  South  Holland^  respec- 
tively to  be  held  at  Delft,  and  Encfausay  on  the  eighth  and 
tenth  of  October  next.  And  because  it  is  fit  and  proper 
that  those  who  shall  appear  in  your  name  at  these  synods, 
should  be  fiee  and  sa&»  we,  by  these  presents,  assure  them 
of  the  same.  Do  not  therefore  omit  attending  to  this  order; 
and  expecting  yon  to  comply  with  the  same,  we  coimnend 
you  to  the  protection  of  Almighty  Llod.  Written  at  the 
Hague,  September  20thy  liiiB.  Signed  by  order  of  the 
States^— 'A.  Dutck.^ 

Abont  the  same  time,  letters  of  InTitation  for  holding  a 
national  synod  at  Dort,  were  sent  from  the  lords  the  states- 
general,  to  the  princes  and  magistrales  of  the  rtluiiTied 
provinces  requesting  them  to  send  learner!  theologians  to 
the  synod  to  be  held  on  tbe  first  of  November.  The 
Professors  also  of  the  (Jniversities  belonging  to  their  High 
Mightinesses  were  invited.  The  letter  sent  Lo  i^piscopius 
runs  thus : — 

"  The  States  of  Holland  and  West  Friesland. — 
*'Most  learned,  beloved,  and  particular.— Since  the  High 
and  Mighty  Lords  the  states- general  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, in  order  to  remove  llic  bunowiui  religious  dissensions 
of  their  country,  have  judged  it  proper  to  summon  in  the 
United  Netherland  provinces,  a  national  synod,  to  be  held 
in  the  city  of  Dort  about  tbe  &Bt  day  of  November  next^ 
in  the  presence  of  some  pious,  learned,  peaceable,  and  mo- 
derate persons,  who  may  be  assembled  from  the  neighbouring 
kingdoms,  provinces,  and  states,  by  their  High  Mightinesses, 
which  we  have  no  doubt  but  you  have  already  understood; 
so  these  presents  are  designed  to  notify  to  you,  and  thereby 
to  remind,  re(}uire,  and  command  yon,  suitably  to  prepare 
to  ajip(  ir  without  fail  at  the  city  oi  Dull,  un  the  lirst  of 
November,  in  order  to  be  present  and  assist  at  the  aforesaid 
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national  syimd  with  good  counsel  and  advice.  Dependinpj 
therefore  upon  your  compliance  wilb  these  directions,  we 
coiniiiend  yoa  to  the  pioteciioo  of  Ahmighty  God.  Written 
at  the  Hague,  20lh  of  Semptember  1018.  By  order  of  the 
States.    Signed, — A  Duyck.*' 

In  the  mean  time  provincial  synods  were  held  in  various 
parts  of  the  Netherlands,  but  the  arrangements  th«e  made 
were  greatly  detrimental  to  the  Remonstrants,  and  they 
dearly  foresaw  what  wonld  be  the  effscts  of  them  in-  the 
approaching  national  synod,  lii  order  that  the  Contra- 
Kt;monstrants  might  have  the  largest  number  of  votes  in  the 
piovincial  synods,  those  classes  in  which  they  were  in  the 
minority  they,  by  force  or  art,  divided,  and  each  division 
s6nt  its  depvides  to  the  synod.  But  in  those  classes  in 
which  they  were  the  larger  number,  they  would  not  suffer 
any  such  division.  From  this  it  must  necessarily  follow, 
that  the  Remonstrants  would  have  the  smallest  number  of 
votes  in  the  synod.  In  the  letters  of  citation  the  Remon- 
strants were  not  addressed  as  brethren.*  The  Contra-Remon- 
slrants  also  disputed  the  authority  of  the  letters  by  which 
the  Remonstrants  were  authorised  to  attend  these  provincial 
synods,  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  them,  and  under  varioos 
pretexts  and  subterfuges  disqualified  others  from  attending 
them;  and  by  this  nclaiinus  mode  of  proceeding  they  prepar- 
ed the  way  to  choose  such  deputies  for  the  national  synod  as 
they  desired,  taking  care  that  they  should  all  be  Contra-Re- 

•  Jfoch  must  be  allowed  for  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  when  judging 
of  the  conduct  and  spirit  of  the  Contra-Remonstrant  clergy  at  tins  period. 
Nevertheless,  it  will  be  admitted  that  they  were  not  very  impartial  and  an- 
prejudiced  judges  on  the  questions  in  debate  between  them  and  the  oppo> 

site  party,  when  it  is  known,  that  at  several  of  the  provincial  synods, 
\%iien  they  were  about  to  enter  on  the  business  for  which  lliey  were  asscin- 
hlcd,  the  most  violent  of  these  ministers  declaretl,  in  sevtral  instances,  in 
ihf  nnme  of  their  respective  classes,  thai  they  could  not  vwn  the  Ri  monstrantif 
asbnihrm  im  CknOj  hmttmtkt  evtiitrmrjf  kdd  ihum  /ar  ubatbsns  and  fub- 
ucma. 
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monstrants,  and  thereby  exclude  the  RemonstraDts.  In  seve- 
ral instances  where  the  latter  had  been  deputed  irom  their 
classes^  they  without  any  jnat  canae  and  without  waiting  the 
jodgmant  of  the  national  aynod,  aoapended  them  from  their 
office,  and  under  wwtkmn  pretences,  deposed  several  otbem  of 
their  most  eminent  ministers,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  Bcmoustrants  £rom  having  the  bene&t  of  their  influence 
and  talenta  in  the  iq^inoaehing  national  ajnod«  Aa  the  rea- 
der may  suppose,  the  eelebfated  and  amiahle  Uitenbogaeidt 
would  not  be  allowed  to  appear  in  that  assembly  ;  they 
therefore,  under  certain  pretexts  excluded  him  firom  the 
nunistry,  aa  alao  Nicholaa  Grevinchovius  preacher  of  Hotr 
terdami  another  of  the  moat  eminent  of  the  Bemonatraiit 
clergy.  In  the  whole  province  of  Utrecht  there  were  only 
five  Contra- Remonstrant  ministers,  nevertheless  the  party 
to  which  they  belonged  so  managed  their  affairs,  as  actually 
to  Mcure  to  them  the  power  of  forming  themaelvea  into  a 
special  synod  distinct  from  the  Remonstrants ;  that  they 
might  thus  be  able  to  depute  two  from  their  number  to  the 
riaLiuiial  synod,  one  of  whom,  lio\^■eve^,  was  nut  a  Hollander, 
but  a  stranger  who  was  officiating  for  the  time  being  among 
them.  The  synod  of  the  Aemonstiants  of  this  province^ 
also,  deputed  two  persons  to  the  national  synod,  Imt  when  it 
came  to  treat  of  the  siil  jects  relating  to  the  Remonstrants, 
even  Uiey  were  excluded  from  it,  as  will  be  noticed  hereaito*. 

About  this  time  it  wa%  that  Festns  published  his  book  en* 
titled)  *^Specime»  Bel^iearum  emirci9emainm; — K  sped- 
men  of  the  controversies  of  the  Low  Countries.**  This  book, 
which  was  composed  with  the  special  design  of  injuring  the 
cause  of  the  Remonstrants,  by  prejudicing  the  ibreign  divines 
against  them,  abounded  with  misrepresentadonsy  and  dealt 
largely  in  the  dishonourable  practice,  of  first  creating  ialse 
opinions,  and  then  attributing  them  to  the  Remonstrants. 
Not  satisfied  willi  tlius  endeavouring  to  ])iejudice  the  foreign 
members  of  the  synod,  it  was  likewi^  translated  into  Dutch 
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under  thU  oSmiwe  title,  ^MmHer  der  Nederkmdtehe  ge9- 
ckiUeng— The  monster  of  the  Low  Coontiy  differences.** 
This  was  designed  to  act  upon  the  mob,  whom  Festus  knew 
so  well  how  to  manage,  and  to  win  them  over  to  the  Contra- 
Kemonstrant  cause.  Of  these  nefiirioas  proceedings^  the 
Remonstrants  complained  most  bltterlj»  and  to  show  that 
they  had  jnst  grounds  for  these  complaints,  Episcopius 
pnbliflhed  a  small  tract,  to  which  we  alluded  at  page  165, 
entitled  Optin}<i  Fides  Festi  Hommiiy  in  which  he  showed 
that  Festus  had  misrepresented  his  theses  in  the  most  pal* 
pable  manner.  To  vindicate  himself  against  this  charge, 
Featos  pretended  to  give  the  private  disputations  of  Epis- 
copius. These  he  had  obtained  in  the  dishonourable  man- 
ner mentioned  at  page  164.  He  prefixed  to  this  publication  a 
fxrefiu^  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  defend  himself  from  the 
charges  alleged  against  him  by  Episcopius.  But  this  work 
pretending  to  give  a  representation  of  our  professoi's  senti- 
ments, was  so  faulty,  stupid,  and  gross,  that  Episcopius  in 
a  second  pamphlet  clearly  demonstrated  that  if  Festus  had 
not  acted  with  great  duplicity  and  bad  £uth,  yet,  at  least,  he 
had  shown  that  degree  of  carelessness,  which  could  not  be 
recondled  with  honourable  principles  and  the  sanctity  of 
the  ministerial  office.  I  have,  says  Limborcb,  the  identical 
copy  of  Episcopius*  theses,  written  in  his  own  hand,  and 
presented  by  him  to  some  of  his  students,  for  the  purpose  of 
its  being  collated  with  those  published  by  Festus,  and  pre- 
tending to  be  his.  On  the  margin  of  this  manuscript,  are 
written  the  misstatements  and  false  quotations  of  Festus, 
which,  even  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  are  so  many, 
and  so  gross,  that  it  cannot  be  read  without  surprise  and 
disgust.  Whoever  would  take  the  trouble  to  compare  those 
contained  in  Festus*  publication,  with  those  of  Episcopius, 
printed  in  the  second  volume  of  his  works,  will  be  con- 
vinced for  himself  of  the  justice  of  these  remarks. 
The  period  now  rmpidly  approached  for  the  assembling  of 
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the  Synod  of  J) ort,  and  ill c  necessary  preliminary  arrange* 
ments  were  made  to  facilitate  the  businew  for  which  it  had 
been  convoked.  The  foreign  theologians  daily  anived, 
who  presented  the  letters  with  vrhich  ihey  were  furnished, 
authorizing  them  to  appear  in  (he  synod.  In  the  mean 
time,  however,  and  before  the  foreign  divines  had  all  ar- 
jivedf  the  officers  for  the  synod  weie  elected  by  the  pro- 
vincial members.  The  president  was  John  Bogerman^  mm* 
istcr  of  Luowarden;  the  assessors  were  James  Roelandus 
and  Herman  l  aukciius,  ministers  of  Amsterdam  and  Mid- 
dleburg;  and  the  secretaries,  Festus  Hommius  and  Sebastian 
Damman,  minbters  of  Leyden  and  Zutphen.  From  such 
an  election,  says  Limborch,  the  Remonstrants  at  once  saw 
what  was  to  be  their  fate;  as  these  men  who  were  thus 
chosen  to  be  the  great  agents  and  instiiiments  in  managing 
the  business  of  the  synod,  were  their  most  bitter,  nnreleni- 
ing,  and  bigoted  enemies  and  persecntors. 

The  time  being  now  arrived  for  Episcopius  to  hasten  to 
the  Synod  of  Dort,  according  to  the  siiiomons  ol  tlieir  High 
Mightinesses  the  States  of  Holland,  in  which  he  was  direct- 
ed to  repair  to  Dort,  in  his  character  of  Professor  of  Theo- 
logy, to  assist  with  his  counsel  in  that  venerable  assembly, 
he  deemed  it  right,  on  the  thirteenth  of  November,  to  ad- 
dress the  studenLs  luidcr  his  care,  and,  as  he  evidently  foresaw 
it  would  be  for  the  last  time,  instead  of  pursuing  the  course 
he  had  marked  out  for  himself  in  his  usoal  college  lecttties, 
he  delivered  to  them  a  brief  oration  in  the  form  of  a  Avewell 
address,  containing  a  summary  account  of  his  })rocceding8, 
his  mode  of  instruction,  and  the  motives  by  which  he  was 
prompted  in  so  doing.  Fully  aware  that  his  attachment  to 
the  opinions  he  had  espoused  was  about  to  be  tried,  he 
herein  declares  his  readiness  to  suffer  for  the  same ;  the  cor- 
rectness of  which  declaration,  the  subsequent  parts  of  these 
memoirs  will  place  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  This 
oration  is  singularly  maifced  by  its  pointed  sentiments,  ele- 
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▼ated  pietjy  and  courageons  bearing,  as  well  as  with  the 
aUtement  of  errors  in  doctrine  which  preTailed  in  the  Dutch 
church,  and  the  defective  mode  of  teaching  in  the  public 

seats  of  learning,  wbicli  render  it  worthy  of  notice;  and 
therefore,  we  deem  it  right  to  give  it  a  place  in  these 
memoirs*— 


AN  ORATION 

DELIVBKED  BT  SIMON  EFISCOPIUS,  WHEN  HE  WAS  ABOUT 
TO  LEAVE  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  LBTOEN,  TO  ATTEND  THE 
SYNOD  OP  DORT,  TO  WHICH  HE  HAD  BEEN  8UM3|ONED» 

In  our  lecture  of  je&terday,  we  brought  to  a  close  our 
observations  on  the  signs,  which  our  *  Holy  Kedeemer  de-^ 
clared  should  precede  his  last  and  glorious  advent.  It  now 
remains,  that  we  should  proceed  to  a  description  of  this 
grand  and  aw  lull)  sublime,  but  ardently  desired  scene  it- 
self. And,  indeed,  had  I  been  permitted  to  have  accom* 
plished  my  purpose,  I  had  designed,  before  I  ended  my  re* 
marks,  to  have  gone  through  this  subject  in  all  its  parts. 
For  there  is*  nothing,  the  consideration  and  recollection 
of  which  can  or  ought  to  be  more  agreeable  and  accep- 
table to  a  devout  mind,  than  the  anticipation  of  that  most 
glorious  and  eventful  day.  But  because  I  am  constrained  ta 
be  occupied  by  other  csies  and  engagements,  I  have  deemed 
it  proper  not  to  commence  an  exposition,  which  I  should  not 
be  able  to  bring  to  a  close;  and  therefore  my  lectures,  which 
have  been  continued  to  the  twenty-sixth  chapter,*  must 
for  the  present  terminate.    The  consideration  of  this  sub^ 

*  This  refers  t«i  his  comment  on  8t  Matthew's  Gospel,  which  is  to  be* 
foond  in  the  second  ? olume  of  his  works. 


Digitized  by  Google 


d48 


CHAFTBE  IX. 


ject,  however,  may  probably  he  uiidertaken  at  a  subsoqncnt 
period.  And  now,  my  very  deal  bearers^  since  1  am  com* 
polled  to  desist  firom  oontuming  my  readingB  to  yoOf  on  tlie 
great  and  dreadibl  day,  when  the  Son  of  Man  shall  appear 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  with  the  glory  of  his  Father,  and 
shall  pronounce  an  iiTevocable  sentence  upon  tlie  thoughts, 
the  wordsj  and  the  deeds  of  all  the  human  family ;  and  as  I 
am  about  to  be  absent  from  you  for  a  short  time,  to  defend 
myself  and  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ,  I  can  but  take  this  op> 
portunity  of  addressing  you  from  this  place.  Bear  witli  me, 
theuy  while  for  a  little^  and  perhaps  the  last  time  I  may  ad- 
dress yon, — yon,  I  say,  who  have  known  all  my  ways  in  the 
Lord. 

**  Since  I  have  sustained  the  office  of  public  professor  in 

this  universiLy,  1  solciinily  declare  that  it  has  been  my  sole 
business,  not  to  endeavour  to  please  men,  for  if  I  had,  I 
should  not  have  been  the  servant  of  Jesus  Chiist,  but,  on  the 
contraijy  so  to  conduct  myself  that  I  might  be  found  guiltless 
before  the  Son  of  Man,  and  receive  from  my  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
his  approving  testimony,  that  I  have  uprightly  discharged  the 
duties  of  my  office,  and  been  faithful  in  my  ministry.  And, 
in  order  that  I  might,  also,  excite  and  stimulate  you,  by  my 
instmctions  and  example,  to  run  the  same  course,  and  attain 
the  same  end,  I  have,  as  fhr  as  was  in  my  power,  laboured 
to  i^rompt  you  to  endeavour  to  become  fellow-partakers  of 
the  same  glorious  prize ;  and,  at  least,  if  I  failed  in  this  at- 
tempt, I  might  be  clear  of  the  guilt  of  your  souls,  and  that 
your  blood  might  not  be  required  at  my  hands.  This  was 
the  object  of  all  my  studies,  counsels,  and  cares,  and  the 
proposed  end  of  my  professional  duties  and  labours.  What 
I  have  done  in  order  to  the  accomplishment  of  my  purposes, 
suffer  me  now  briefly  to  relate  to  you. 

In  the  sickly-constituted  body  of  our  church,  I  saw  that 
its  diseased  functions  required  no  slight  remedies  to  produce 
an  effectual  cure.   But  to  attempt  this,  was  seen  to  be  a 
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perilous  experiment,  in  as  much  as  it  was  to  be  apprehended 
that  the  application  of  these  remedies  might  tend  poweifnUy 
to  excite  all  the  latent  distempered  hamomrs  of  the  system, 
and  occasion  certain  fearful  paroxysms,  and  fatal  indications 
of  approaching  dissolution.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to 
adopt  one  of  these  alternatives : — either  to  abandon  the  dis* 
eased  body,  and  suffiar  its  maladies  to  become  moie  and  more 
Aggravated,  or  to  admmister  the  necessaiy  remedies,  and  at> 
tempt  its  restoration,  rather  than  silently  witness  its  inevita- 
ble dissolution.  ArgumeDts  and  reasons  were  not  wanting  in 
favour  of  cither  of  these  measures.  These  I  deliberately  ex- 
amined, and  careinllj  weighted ;  and  finally  judged  that  I 
was  bound  to  tahe  the  latter  cooise,  though  inTolving  the 
greatest  risk,  and  to  attempt  the  application  of  a  remedy, 
should  it  expose  me  to  the  opposition  and  displeasure  of  tlie 
whole  world.  And  in  order  that  I  might  be  able  to  effect 
my  purpose^  I  judged  that  three  very  important  and  salu- 
tary measures  mast  be  adopted. 

"  The  first  was,  that  I  should  present  the  truths  and  sub- 
jects contained  in  the  Scripture,  as  plainly,  clearly,  and  in- 
genuously, as  I  possibly  could;  not  arrayed  in  false  orna- 
ments, borrowed  colourings,  and  artificial  representations. 
For  I  judged  it  of  importance,  that  he  who  wishes  to  learn 
the  truth  in  order  to  teach  it  to  others,  should  be  able  to 
follow  its  track,  as  though  he  bore  the  sun  itself  in  his  hand 
to  illuminate  his  path.  This  I  deemed  the  more  necessary, 
because  I  saw  that  the  import  of  many  subjects, — ^and  these 
the  most  weigliiy  of  the  Scripture  itself, — was  represented 
in  such  a  manner,  througli  the  inventive  arts  ut  sumc — ihe 
laboured  and  artihcially  wrought  phrases  of  others — and  the 
fancifiil  and  formal  arrangements  of  the  loci-communes^  or  com- 
mon-place divinity,  that  the  meaning  of  the  same  is  rendered 
so  complicated,  intricate,  and  perplexed,  as  to  require  the 
assistance  of  an  CKdipus  to  suivo  and  unfold  some  of  these 
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dark  theological  enigmas.*  But  so  it  is,  my  beloved  aadi- 
tan;  and  heve  was  to  me  tlie  firit  oecasion  of  giief  and  in- 
qiastttde.   This  barhanms  and  fiir-fetched  phraseology  ran. 

ders  obscure  and  unintelligible  any  art  or  science,  otherwise 
not  diiiicult  to  be  apprehended.  And  it  has  happened, 
that  those  who  have  been  forced  to  adopt  and  use  so/ch 
phfasssy  although  they  hate  been  anxionrand  wholly  intent 
upon  acqniring  a  knowledge  of  some  paittealar  artorscienee, 
yet  immediately,  on  making  the  attiaiipt,  they  have  beeu 
disgusted,  and  retraced  their  steps,  tliougli  they  w  uidd  other- 
wisa  have  been  won  to  the  pursuit  of  it,  had  it  been  allowed 
to  appear  in  all  its  native  simplicitgr  and  besraftj.  This  I 
have  also  thought  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  evils  in  theolo- 
gy. And  it  lias  been  a  source  of  great  grief  and  pain  to  me, 
when  I  have  witnessed  an  ardent,  docile,  and  highly-gifted 
yonthy  capsble  of  attaining  gieat  eminence,  wasting  hia 
time  and  talents  upon  studies^  that  end  only  in  the  aequiss- 
tion  of  an  unintelligible  and  fruitless  jargon  of  words,  whioh 
perpetually  increasing  like  a  swelling  torrent,  bears  him 
away,  as  within  the  attraction  of  some  mighty  whirlpool,  till 
he  is  in  danger  of  being  completely  engulphed,  while  the 
result  of  all  this  labour  is  the  mein  acquisitiQii  of  tenns^ 

•  In  confirinatiiin  of  these  statcnif'jit^  w  (  sliall  give  the  authority  of  Dr. 
Moshiiiii,  \sliv  whvu  vju  jiking  of  the  loci-iommuixes  of  iiiati)'  writers  of  that 
day,  suys,  "that  iusUati  ol  following  the  simple  and  clcsjant  style  of  Calviu 
in  bis  Institutus,  they  made  the  science  of  Divinity  inirieate,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  jargon  of  the  schools  into  them.  The  philosophy  of  Aristotle,* 
he  adds,  "x\liu  [t  was  tnuffht  in  almost  all  the  sscminaries  of  learning,  and 
guOtrcii  nju(  ii  (Voui  lalluig  iiiti)  bad  )i;inds,  insinuated  itself  into  the  regions 
of  theology,  uud  rendered  them  burreu,  thui  ny,  intricate  and  giooiny,  by  liie 
enoruiQus  multitude  of  barbarous  terms,  ca2>tious  ({uestions,  minute  distinc- 
tions, and  useless  subtleties,  that  followed  in  the  train.''  He  then  adds, 
"fl^llMtliod  of  tetcbing  theology  must  have  been  in  use  with  all  the  rc- 
iMrmed  dodon  before  the  Synod  of  Dort,  in  as  much  as  Episcopin**  ftnrid- 
aiMe  of  It^  WM  the  principal  cause  that  had  drawn  on  him  the  veheaient 
hatred  and  oppoflitioD  of  all  the  other  professors  and  teachers  of  theology.*' 
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pliituses,  or  o]niiioDs,  instead  ol  real  knowledge*  And  when 
r  perceived  that  those  who  puri»ued  such  a  course  were 
fomid  to  have  grasped  at  the  iUasiTe  shadow  of  Jimo,t  in- 
stead of  her  person ;  I  therefore  jndged  that  I  ought  to  at** 
tempt  to  restore  the  simple  phraseology  of  the  apostles, 
which  is  so  easy  to  be  understood  by  eveiy  one,  and  to 
avoid  the  use  of  all  philosophical  speculations  and  logical 
IcfiDSy  invented  by  the  schools^  and  adopted  as  peculiarly 
belonging  to  academies  and  universities.  An  oration  will 
produce  more  cflcct  when  delivered  in  unadorned  and  sim» 
pie  language,  than  when  arrayed  in  the  ornaments  of.  a  false 
and  pompous  stile.  This  has  been  the  reason  of  my  never 
leading  any  one  of  yon,  requested  or  umeqaested,  to  any 
other  than  the  Fountains  of  Sacied  Truth,  and  never  hav* 
ing  counselled  any  one  to  read  the  lovi-communes,  until 
he  had  first  very  carefully  c(msultdd  the  Scriptures,  in  order 

•  \Vc  can  hardly  form  any  notion  of  tins  "  unintelligible  jargon  ol  words," 
which  was  made  the  medium  of  convt  \in;j  pretended  instruction,  but  we 
find  in  the  writings  of  Mr.  Hickman,  a  rig^id  Calvinist  of  Ifi.SH,  the  following 
Pt'nlinK'nt,  as  quoted  by  Bishop  Womack,  in  his  Cah  inisVs  Cnhim  t  UnlorJtrd, 
intendtd  tu  prove  that  his  doctrines  did  not  make  God  the  author  of  siu. 
».  Because  it  belongs  to  the  universality  of  the  first  cniis^ ,  to  produce  not  only 
every  real  being,  but  also  the  real  positive  modilieauon^  «jf  beings  ;  therefore 
we  sav.  that  in  good  work^,  both  the  works  themselves,  and  their  rectitude 
are  positive,  and  are  from  (rod  ;  in  evil  works  tliere  nr*  iilso  two  things  con- 
siderable, th«'  wnrks  tliriuH  i\  I  s,  and  their  pravity;  the  works  themsclrcs,  we 
doubt  not,  are  pubitive,  and  Iruui  God,  as  all  other  imsitivc  things  ;  but  their 
pravitics  add  no  new  entities  to  thera,  but  consist  in  a  mere  privation/* 
And  further  to  get  rid  of  the  same  cliarge  of  making  God  the  author  of  sin, 
especially  mi  liie  question  of  the  sinner  hating  God,  be  says,  "  Tins  is  cumpUj> 
um  quid,  and  must  not  be  spoken  of,  as  if  it  were  one ;  tlic  vital  action  or  ha« 
tred  is  a  thing  positive,  and  consequently  that  is  from  God ;  but  the  undae 
referring  or  terminating  of  that  act  to  such  an  object,  which  is  altogether 
lovely;  that  U  the  siDfolneKi  of  the  action.  ThU  ia  derived  only  from  imui*s 
€ormptk>ii  and  the  devil's  temptation ;  and  where  the  cause  ittelf  ia  vidouf , 
iff  TitkMltj  ia  lAt  the  eama  of  the  vlttosity  of  the  effect,  taw  t Itloeity  of  Iteelf 
aaldMr  cia  effect  nor  beeffeeled."  This  aablimity  is,  we  conlbn,  beyond  our 
iMch.  t  See  ClMtM  INdlMMvy.'^ArtloIa  Izioir. 


Digitized  by  Google 


252 


CHAPTER  IX. 


that  he  might  be  made  acquainted  with  their  truths,  and 
be  furnished  with  sound  and  correct  views  of  the  same; 
lest  bringing  a  prejudiced  mind  to  the  reading  of  the  H0I7 
Records,  he  should,  as  is  commonly  the  case,  interpret  them 
according  to  the  notions  which  he  had  previously  heard  and 
imbibed  in  the  schools.  Nevertheless,  because  the  import  of 
many  subjects,  contained  here  and  there  in  Divine  Reve- 
lation, is  veiled  under  metaphors  and  figures,  and  the  mean- 
ing of  others  is  hidden  under  representations  and  predic- 
tions, which  can  only  be  dug  up  and  drawn  out,  as  from  the 
deep  well  of  Democritus ;  and  since  all  truths  are  not  to  be 
considered  of  equal  importance,  so  I  have  deemed  it  necessary 
to  produce,  and  direct  your  attention  chiefly  to  those  which  are 
the  most  essential.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  I  have,  as  far 
as  was  within  my  power,  attempted  to  illustrate  other  pas- 
sages of  Holy  Writ,  the  interpretation  of  which  might 
contribute  to  the  better  understanding  of  the  more  weighty 
and  important  truths  of  theology.  And  because  I  judged 
that  the  introduction  of  all  subjects  purely  speculative  ought 
to  be  avoided,  except  when  it  was  understood  that  it  would 
lead  to  the  study  of  those  of  a  practical  character,  I  have 
abstained  from  bringing  forward  any  thing  which  had  no 
connexion  with,  or  did  not  more  or  less  lead  to  an  acquain- 
tance with,  or  tend  to  practical  subjects.  I  have  purposely 
and  carefully  avoided  any  reference  to  those  superficial 
and  vain  disputes  and  questions,  which  by  some  are  fre- 
quently debated  with  great  earnestness  and  zeal,  but  which 
I  have  always  considered  as  the  nurseries  of  contention 
— the  incentives  and  bellows  of  discord — the  torments  of 
genius — the  lurking  places  of  impiety — and  the  fire-brands 
and  fuel  of  schisms  and  dissensions :  believing,  as  is  really 
the  ca.se,  that  in  the  race  of  holiness  we  are  called  to 
nin,  in  order  to  attain  the  prize  of  eternal  life,  notliing 
but  what  is  serious,  necessary,  and  conducive  to  the 
attainment  of  such  an  object,  ouglil  to  be  proposed,  and 
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engage  the  attendon  of  those  vbo  have  entered  upon  it. 
Therefote  have  I  never  endeavoured  to  lead  you  into  tbe 

secret  recesses — the  windings,  tlic  labyrinths,  and  intrica- 
cies of  disputation ;  because  I  was  fully  persuaded  that  they 
could  not  pro£t  the  intelligent,  though  they  might  injure  the 
ignorant  And  whilst  judging  it  to  be  the  business  of  a 
pvudent  man,  studiously  to  avoid  those  things  which  do 
not  essentially  contribute  to  his  salvation,  1  bavt;  especially 
believed  it  to  be  the  business  of  the  devout  and  pious  man, 
not  only  to  demise  these  fiirolous  matters  of  debate^  but 
actually  to  reject  them  with  scorn  and  disgust 

In  my  researches  after  truth,  I  have  never  deemed  it 
right  to  coniiiie  myself  to  one  commentator,  l  or  although 
I  am  fully  conscious  of  my  own  weakness,  yet  have  I 
never  been  able  to  bring  myself  to  that  state,  in  which 
I  could  implicitly  submit  my  belief  and  conscience  to  any 
one  author,  whatever  might  be  the  claims  or  pretensions 
with  wliich  he  slioukl  appear  before  me.  Indeed,  1  have 
considered,  Uiat  it  did  not  accord  with  the  character  of 
a  religions  and  devout  person,  to  be  guided  by  the  deci- 
sions of  any  man,  but  that  his  judgment  should  be  in- 
clined to  that  mde  which  seemed  to  be  most  in  unison  with 
the  dictates  of  Truth  and  Reason.  Yea,  I  have  always 
thought  that  those  who  invariably  adhere  to  the  interpre- 
tations of  particular  commentators  or  expositors,  and,  re- 
nudn  as  closely  attached  to  them  as  leeches  to  a  wound, 
without  bdng  willing  to  depart  a  straw's  breadth  from  their 
opinions,  arc  lilce  slaves  or  oxen  liich  are  easily  led  hither 
and  thither  by  the  nose,  or  turned  like  the  stone  in  a  hand- 
mill,  by  the  power  and  will  of  another.  But  on  the  con- 
trary, Uiose  who  examine  the  opinions  and  claims  of  others 
and  then  judge  for  themselves,  and  who  are  not  ashamed  to 
learn  even  from  an  enemy,  yea,  and  are  wiiUug  to  acquire 
real  knowledge  and  solid  truth  from  any  one,  without  regard 
to  his  person,  whether  he  be  Greek  or  Trojan,  they  act  the 
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part  of  those  who  do  noi  reject  a  costly  stone,  though  foimd 
in  the  head  of  a  toad;*  nor  deqoie  an  odezi^BrQiis  perfiime^ 
though  extracted  from  the  excrescences  of  an  anirasL 

**My  chief  care,  therefore,  has  been  to  recall  yon  from  tlic 
vain,  jugglmgy  and  sophisticated  theology  of  the  schocds, 
back  to  the  simplicitj  of  the  apostles,  as  to  a  starting  post; 
and  my  attempts  to  accomplish  this  object  were  deemed  by 
me  of  such  importance,  that  I  considered  that  he  who  had- 
attained  to  this  point  of  instruction,  was  actually  within 
reach  of  every  otlier.  For  believe  mc,  whoever  has  once 
sUowed  his  mind  to  be  directed  from  this  simplicity,  and 
tamed  to  the  empty  sophisms  of  the  schools,  will  inevitably 
be  drawn  into  interminable  labyrinths,  and  entangled  in  nets 
and  gins,  from  which  he  cannot  extricate  himself;  while 
every  such  attempt  will  only  bind  him  firmer  in  these  toils, 
just  as  the  bird  is  more  securely  ensnared  by  its  endeavoors 
to  escape  the  net  of  the  fowler.  For  we  must  not  suppose, 
that  any  person  by  the  use  of  mere  subtle  distinctions,  will 
be  able  to  extricate  himself  from  them.  For  it  i&  of  the  na- 
ture of  these  distinctions,  that  when  they  have  been  adopted 
for  the  purposes  of  sophistry,  in  opposition  to  the  signs  of 
truth,  they  are  lilce  the  spidei's  web,  which  usually  entan- 
gles and  retains  the  siualler  species  of  flies  and  other  in- 
sects, however  easily  broken  by  those  of  the  larger  kind. 
These  distinctions,  though  of  a  veiy  fruitAil  nature,  are 
nevertheless  like  reeds,  empty,  rank,  and  frail,  on  which 
account  it  is  found  necessary  that  they  should  be  supported 
by  others,  as  props  to  thtir  weakness  ;  and  as  these  a^n 
become  weak  and  insufficient,  a  new  train  is  originated  to 
sustain  them,  till  the  whole  like  bursted  bladders  or  empty 
leathern  bottles  fail  and  decay  through  their  own  emptiness 
and  fra^lify.  He,  therefore,  who  would  rightly  and  pro- 
fitably philosophise  and  $(o>.oy(ip,  that  is,  study  and  learn 
theology,  most  avoid  these  frivolous  distinctions,  as  he 
•  Shakeapcare  diodes  to  this  ficlion  io  his  plajr  of   As  jroa  Like  it,*'  Aet  S. 
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would  shun  the  presence  of  so  many  barpits.  And  for  this 
reasDu,  that  the  language  of  tnith  is  phiin  aud  simple. 

Another  objeel  which  I  have  always  pvoposedy  was  thai 
of  losding  yw  to  holmess  of  llfe^  a  oonree  of  eondnet  so 
fare,  as  to  be  almost  banisbed  ftom  the  t^fxmed  worid. 
To  iliis  slate  of  things  we  ourselves  have  perhaps  also  ciil- 
paUy  contributed,  hy  not  coiutoendiDg  practical  religion,  as 
we  ought  toharedone^  in  aU  its  loretiness  and  exceUeocy. 
I  thefolbve  determiaed  to  attempt  through  you  the  restora- 
tion of  Christian  holiness  in  our  churches ;  and  I  was  the 
more  especially  urged  to  these  measures,  from  llie  cnnvic- 
tiosy  that  without  this^  the  mere  koowledge  of  theological 
troth  woald  be  of  no  arail»  nor  leave  any  hope  of  peace  and 
imity  to  the  Christian  world,  which  are  so  important  to  the 
prosperity  of  religion.  And  because  I  sa\v  iliat  this  peneral 
delect  iu  religious  character  could  not  be  remedied  without 
exposuig.  certain  errans  whieh  are  incentives  to^  and  apolo* 
gies  for  impiety,  I,  therefore,  in  connexion  with  others,  hare 
been  wholly  intent  npon  remoTing  the  Tell  with  which  these 
pernicious  dogmas  are  covered,  and  thus  enabling  you  and 
other  Christians  to  contemplate  divine  truth  and  holioess  in 
all  their  native  loveliness  and  purity. 

I  have  always  been  of  opinion,  that  there  axe  three  capital 
errors,  which  arc  blots  and  stains  on  our  Reformation.  The 
first  is,  that  by  which  men  are  tauglil  to  believe  that  there 
are  some  particular  persons  destined,  as  if  by  name,  by  an  ir- 
revocable decree  to  eternal  salvation ;  and  hi  such  a  manner, 
that  theur  sins  cannot  provoke  the  wrath  of  CJod  agamst 
tliem,  but  that  all  their  oflences,  however  heinous  they  may 
be,  are  accounted  as  venial,  and  which  God  will  not  charge 
against  them,  or  render  them  subject  to  painful  consequences 
on  account  of  them*  The  second  is,  that  which  maintains, 
that  in  order  to  cor  justification  before  God,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  have  a  mere  inteUectual  faith  w  hich  believes  that  the 
guilt  of  all  our  siofi  is  removed,  uot  only  of  those  committed 
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before  WB  beliered,  bat  likewise  those  we  may  coMinii  afler 

beliering,  even  ad  inJSmUum,  The  third  it,  thmt  which  peei- 

lively  ailiniis,  lliat  true  liolincss  consists  in  a  mere  atJcctioii 
of  the  mind,  and  in  a  cold,  fniitless  desire,  or  rather  a  bare 
and  powerless  attempt  to  do  good,  nnaoeompaiiied  with  any 
effect;  and  that  those  in  whom  this  mere  desixe  is  fonnd, 
may  nevertheless  be  justly  deemed  regenerated  persons, 
aUlitHigh  they  live  in  the  commission  of  the  most  aggravated 
vices  and  sins.    I  have  alwaja  been  fully  persuaded  that 
these  three  dogmas  hare  been  the  gieat  sopports^  and  the 
props  of  that  impiety  and  profligacy,  which  are  so  awibUy 
prevalent  amongst  us.    And  it  cannot  possibly  be  other- 
wise, than  that  the  citadel  of  profanity  must  iuevitably  re- 
main iirm  and  unshaken,  so  long  as  these  bulwarks  and  but- 
tresses, with  which  it  is  defiended  and  its  strength  main* 
tained,  are  allowed  to  continne  unassailed  by  the  force  of  a 
battering-ram,  or  otherwise  unattempted  to  be  carried  by 
storm.    We  have  for  this  reason  been  induced  in  various 
ways  and  at  different  times  to  attack  these  errors,  and  with 
what  degree  of  aeal  and  earnestness  Ood  knows,  and  you 
can  but  remember.    And  let  this  be  no  matter  of  surprise; 
for,  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  not  only  are  reasons  to  be  found 
for  attacking  them,  but  arms  arc  every  where  furnished  with 
which  to  assail  and  overthrow  them.   And  thb  they  do  by 
contending  for  holiness  as  for  a  PaDadium; «  which  although 
it  may  not  be  discerned  and  acknowledged  by  those  who 
are  not  decidctUy  devoted  to  relig-ion,  but,  on  the  conUaiy, 
are  prompted  by  the  reception  of  error  to  deride  its  claims ; 
nevertheless,  by  that  person  whose  mind  is  deeply  imbued 
with  its  hallowing  influence,  this  will  not  only  be  seen  as 
every  where  standing  out  'on  its  pages,  but  as  readily  ad- 
mitted, and  devoutly  acted  upon.     This  arises  out  of  the 
character  of  the  afiections  of  a  religious  mind,  which  in- 
stinctively tends  to  objects  that  are  holy,  and  is  as  delicately 

•  See  ClaiiM  XNrfiomwy.'Artkle  Pauamon. 
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sensitive  of  the  touch  of  those  which  can  injure  its  pictv,  as 
Uie  foot  can  be  ot  the  thorn  which  wounds^  and  the  e^e  of 
the  particle  of  dust  that  painB  it 

^The  thud  anhject  of  solicitade  with  me,  was  that  of 
pfompting  jtm  to  promote  peace  and  unity,  which  are  the 
firiiits  of  a  g('TjUe  and  amiable  spirit;  for  I  have  always  con- 
sideredy  that  amidst  the  diTersity  of  men's  capacities,  with 
the  olMCiirity  attending  a  great  variety  of  theological  8ah> 
jeotsy  and  the  perplexing  questions  arising  out  of  the  same^  it 
IB  inefitably  eertain  that  a  difference  of  sentiment  and  judg- 
ment will  exist  on  several  points,  which  may  and  ought  to 
be  left  undecided  as  to  their  exact  import  by  any  fixed  stan- 
dard of  interpretation ;  and  which,  nnder  the  law  of  chari- 
ty, may  be  contemplated  as  occasions  of  that  forbearance, 
which  is  clue  to  the  limited  slalc  of  human  intellect  and  the 
frailties  of  our  nature.  I  have  therefore  endeavoured,  as  far 
as  I  was  able,  to  prerent  you  from  falling  into  the  three  fol- 
lowing erils: — The  first  is,  that  of  coltivaling  a  taste  and 
passionate  inclination  for  dispntation  and  debate,  especially 
upon  mattt  IS  wliicli  urc.  of  little  or  no  value,  through  which 
it  often  happens,  that  truth  and  charity  are  frequently  lost; 
while  all  attempts  to  convey  instructions  in  the  way  of  dis- 
patation,  are  usually  faaad  to  be  abortive.  And  this  might 
be  expected;  for  an  obstinate  mind  will  not  easily  yield  even 
to  the  force  of  aiguiULut,  and  a  docile  one  is  rarely  won 
amidst  the  clamour  of  disputation  and  contention ;  and  though 
the  pioos  mind  may  be  readily  disposed  to  receive  those  in- 
stiuctions  and  directtons,  which  are  given  in  the  spirit  of 
gentleness  and  meekness,  yet,  on  the  contrary,  it  vnll  rt^ect 
and  despise  those  which  are  presented  by  a  person  of  a  cap- 
tions and  disputatious  disposition,  though  they  carry  with 
them  the  evidences  of  truth  itself.  When,  therefore,  we 
wish  to  discomfit  and  chase  away  error,  we  must  use  fiiend- 
ly  persuasion,— a  persuabiuu  as  unaccompanied  with  the 
excitement  of  passion,  as  the  coldness  of  inditference.  We 
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ought  indeed  to  be  warm  and  fervid,  but  such  a  state  shcrnld 
be  the  offspring  of  a  apecial  uucLion,  whieh  may  be  seen  power- 
folly  to  act  and  more  upon  omaalves.  In  the  aecosd  place^ 
avoid  vaslmeBa  and  predpitaiicy  in  condeaming  the  eoon  of 
otfaert)  lest,  indeed,  like  Minos  and  Rhadamanthtis,  yon 
hastily  and  unjustly  pass  sentence  upon  all  persons  supposed 
to  err,  and  with  a  magistenal  tone  arK^antly  pronounce 
what  you  judge  to  be  true  and  esBential  upon  all  docliinal 
queetkma.  For  if  em  theie  ia  a  neoeasity  tliaft  men  •honld 
suspend  their  judgment,  and  ptaetiee  firtx^y  moderation, 
luosl  ceiUiiily  it  should  be  in  so  weighty  and  important  an 
aiffiur,  which  is  admitted  to  involve  the  final  6al\  ation  or 
perdition  of  many  thouaandsy  and  not  rashly  pass  judgment 
in  a  case  aUowed  to  be  pregnant  with  such  awful  conse* 
qiicuccs.  This  is  especially  necessary  on  the  part  of  youths 
and  students,  who  have  not  yet  attained  that  maturity  of 
judgment  and  experience^  as  to  be  enabled  always  to  decide 
correctly  between  truth  and  error»  and  who  l^om  their  juve- 
nile state  must  be  the  subjects  of  limited  knowledge  and  un- 
derstanding ;  find  consequently  arc  incapable  of  duly  ex- 
amining and  deciding  upou  any  important  and  weighty 
point  of  doctrine  with  accnra^^  and  predsicn.  Finally, 
avoid  creating  dissensions  and  schisms^  which  like  daws 
and  teeth  rend  and  tear  the  body  of  our  Lofd  Jesus  Christy 
as  though  it  were  a  contemptible  worthless  gannunt  I  have 
painfully  witnessed  that  a  wound  when  inflicted  is  not  earn- 
ly  healed,  and  that  when  rents  are  created,  they  commonly 
bring  in  their  train  hatred  and  continued  sttifes,  so  thai  Ike 
Apostle  has  not  without  just  reason  placed  schisms  and  con- 
tentions among  the  works  uf  the  flesh,  which  are  to  be  con- 
demned* I  have  always  been  persuaded,  that  so  long  as 
the  great  principles  of  MimtUm  and  pietf  are  secure,  all  da^ 
bates  and  controversies  relating  to  mere  matten  of  opiUMii, 
ought  not  to  prc  vciu  the  inlt  icouisc  of  Christian  iiiendship, 
or  break  the  bouds  of  brotherly  fellowship.    Wherever  we 
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tuod  mistake  onginatiiig  with  ignorance  or  inci^acity,  so 
long  as  it  is  meie  nuBlake,  it  oQght  to  bo  comnuMntod 
in  the  spirit  of  kindness  and  piety,  coneded  by  council 
and  instruction,  or  tolerated  with  patience  and  forbearance ; 
but  with  such  persons  who  ihink  otherwise,  and  deem  it  to 
be  tbeir  daty  to  separate  firom  others,  however  pions  and 
devont,  merely  because  they  diffiar  ftom  them  on  some  miim- 
portant  pinnts  of  doctrine,  I  say,  that  you  ought  to  statid  at 
ilie  utmost  (Ustance  from  such  persons,  as  the  enemies  of 
Christian  liberty  aud  peace. 

^This  is  a  succinct  statement  of  the  scope  and  the  &ad  of 
all  my  professional  labours  and  wishest  And  althon^  I 
have  hitherto  endeavoufod,  in  the  diseharge  of  my  dutiei^ 
diligently  and  conscientiously  to  accom])lis}i  these  objects, 
nevertheless  I  have  not  been  able  to  avoid  the  hatred  oi  those 
who  judge  nothing  to  be  done  arif^t  which  is  not  done  by 
theaiselTe%  and  who  know  nothing  and  win  know  nothing 
beyond  the  opinions  and  dictum  of  their  own  doctors  and 
commentators,  ;uid  who,  therefore,  fearing  to  appear  to  bo 
JbMffimfMvtf,  having  an  opinion  of  their  own,  are  like  automa- 
toui^  who  snfier  themselves  to  be  moved  and  directed  by  the 
agency  of  others.  Such  persons  are  generally  accustomed  to 
indulge  themselves  freely  in  cherishing  suspicions  against 
those  who  ditier  from  them  on  any  points  of  doctrine ;  and 
always  view  every  new  wofd  adopted  by  others^  as  a  stone 
that  conceals  a  viper,  and  every  mrasnal  qMcies  of  phiaaoi 
ology  as  the  means  of  conveying  poison  amongst  those  who 
hear  them.  Hence,  it  lias  been  reported  and  believed 
amongst  the  people,  that  we  have  revived,  and  clothed  un- 
der new  appearances^  all  the  ancient  heresies;  and  that,  in 
this  manner,  we  have  formed  a  strange  religious  medley, 
by  resuscitating  errors  that  had  long  been  condemned  and 
obsolete.  These  calumnies,  with  nKiny  other  of  the  same 
kind,  have  been  invented  with  the  design  of  injuring  our 
reputation.   Against  all  these  accusations  and  slanders,  I 
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haye  no  other  means  of  vindicatioQ^  than  thai  of  my  own 
innocence,  and  the  testimony  of  your  conscienoeSy  believ- 
ing that  it  is  utterly  impoteible  to  nlenee  the  tongue  of 
malerolence,  reproach,  and  calumny;  neither  is  it  necessary, 

as  Augustine  says,  to  attempt  it,  when  conscience  itself  ut- 
ters uo  rebuke.  The  opinion  which  I  wish  you  to  entertain 
of  me  is,  that  I  have  endeavouredy  so  Ikr  as  I  was  able,  to 
xestrstn  yon  mj  disciples  and  myself  within  the  bounds  of 
modesty  and  moderation,  whenever  «ny  difference  of  opin- 
ion should  arise,  relative  to  any  of  iliu  secrets  and  invsteries 
of  our  Uoly  Religion.  This  I  have  done,  ^om  a  persuasion 
that  it  is  not  safe  curiously  to  pry  into,  presumptnoosly  to 
advance,  and  pertinaciously  to  defend  other  opinions  and  mat* 
ters,  than  those  which  our  gracious  master  has  taught  and 
revealed.*  And  verily,  if  we  are  not  thus  disposed,  but  on 
thecontraiy  allow  an  unchecked  license  to  our  curiosity 
and  our  propensities  to  pry  and  speculate,  it  will  at  length 
happen  that  we  shsU  find  no  limits  to  their  excitements,  or 
boundary  line  to  our  enquiries,  and  should  be  like  those  who 
are  ever  learning^  and  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowleflge  of 
ike  iruih.  Of  the  correctness  of  this  statement  we  could  give 
abundant  proof,  if  the  evidences  of  ftct  at  the  present  day 
did  not  render  it  unnecessary.  For  there  are  some  persons, 
\\  ]](\  when  they  have  not  known  liow  to  occupy  their  leisure 
time,  iiave  iuund  relief  in  converting  their  studies  into  mere 
curious  and  vain  speculations  on  theological  subjects,  and, 
as  we  are  accustomed  to  say,  rashly  touching  with  unhal- 
lowed  hands  the  most  sacred  and  profound  mysteries  of  our 
Holy  Religion.  And  every  man  knows  how  such  persons 
and  their  measures  have  tended  to  increase  the  swelling  tide 

•  The  importance  of  this  caution  can  be  liardly  understood  al  tlie  present 
day,  and  in  order  fully  to  see  it,  the  reader  slumld  go  biick  to  the  time  of 
Episeopino,  when  the  fierce  debates  then  carried  on  by  tiie  Calvinistic  di- 
vines, on  the  distinction  between  tbe  secret  niid  the  revealed  will  of  God, 
g^v  riw  to  Uie  iqptt  awful  and  revolting  statements. 
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of  disputatioD,  which  has  already  burst  in  upoa  the  Chris- 
tian world,  spreadmg  into  a  deep  and  boundless  sea,  and 
which  has  hroketi  down  all  embanhments,  and  torn  away 

every  flood>gate  that  modesty  and  pmdenee  eonld  erect,  and 
completely  overflowed  and  inundated  this  Chrisiian  repub- 
lic. X  was  really  often  ashamed  and  disgusted,  when  I 
was  fofoed  to  pass  these  scholastic  golphs^  and  considered 
such  an  occi^tion  as  only  producing  an  awful  wreck  of 
lime,  which  tended  to  bear  me  forward  to  shoals  and  rocks, 
upon  which  even  now  I  see  some  miserable  men  spend  the 
whole  of  their  lives.  These  scholastic  queries  are  such  mis- 
eiable,  weak,  insipid,  and  contemptible  things,  that  he  who 
pores  over  them  is  likely  to  become  a  consumptive,  feverish 
creature,  or,  if  marked  by  lengthened  years,  he  will  evince  the 
weakness  and  imbecilily  of  ^ige,  only  reaping  as  the  fruit  of  his 
labours,  the  madness  of  iusauity,  or  the  weakness  of  dotage. 

And  in  order  that  you  might  not  be  subject  to  the  same 
imbecile  condition,  I  deemed  it  proper  lo  exhort  you  not  to 
cherish  a  strong  and  irregular  propensity  to  speculate ;  and 
have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  I  could,  to  keej)  you  within  the 
bounds  of  prudence,  and  dissuade  you  from  every  attempt 
to  be  wise  above  what  is  written.  I  have  not  repented  of 
the  efforts  I  adopted  to  attain  this  object ;  for  I  full  weU 
know  how  easily  and  how  grievously  men  frequently  err  on 
those  dogmas  which  are  held  to  be  the  ax^ma,  chief  points 
in  theology,  except  limits  be  placed  as  to  the  mode  and 
manner  in  which  they  and  their  dependent  subjects  are  to 
be  examined.  The  cautious  manner  of  teaching  on  such 
topics  which  I  have  adopted  in  ])ri\  ate,  1  have  also  rigidly 
regarded  in  public,  for  I  aiu  nut  one  of  those,  who,  from  the 
more  extended  liberty  of  teaching  allowed  in  the  private 
instructions  of  professors,  would  advance  any  thing  in  the 
coQege,  that  I  should  blush  to*  avow  in  the  temple.  And 
while  there  are  many  subjects  of  a  mysterious  naUuc,  which 
may,  if  prudently,  be  uccasionally  investigated,  yet  even  then 
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I  should  recommenfl  thai  such  investigations  he  !U'coin]i;iiii(>(.i 
with  caution,  and  that  tliejr  be  coudiict«id  in  the  most  hmubie 
and  TerefeDtial  mamMr, — ihe  rety  chaneter  of  them  afanoal 
prohibiting  the  intninoiw  of  hmnan  enquiry.  And,  indaed,  I 
have  always  thought,  that  -without  bringing  these  matters  at  all 
into  discussion,  there  would  remain  snflirient  to  us  as  meaus 
of  instruction  and  mles  of  conduct,  were  these  received  as 
matters  of  pure  belief  and  aa  fixed  axioma  of  theology,  which 
are  not  to  be  debated,  mnch  leaa  called  into  qneation.  It  ia 
certainly  far  better  to  leave  untouched  certain  points,  espe- 
cially if  mysterious,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  unity  and 
peace,  than  to  adopt  an  opposite  coane  at  the  riak  of  bring- 
ing  discord  and  contention,  since  greater  evil  nay  arise 
from  the  interruption  of  unity,  than  profit  and  advantage 
can  result  ii om  a  supposed  correct  standard  of  judgiuont 
being  attained  ou  these  difficult  and  uodefinable  subjects. 

If  there  are  any  who  believe,  jndge^  and  write  of  roe,  as 
having  any  other  object  than  thai  of  promoting  peace  and 
unity  by  these  instructions,  they  do  my  character  and  repu-  - 
tation  great  injury,  and  show  that  they  are  more  inthiented 
by  passion  and  hatred,  than  by  a  correct  and  well-informed 
judgment.  And  because  I  do  not  wish  fiirther  to  rebuke,  or 
more  severely  to  refer  to  such  persons,  I  shall  therefore  turn 
to  you,  my  beloved  hearers.  You  have  already  heard  me 
state  the  end  and  object  th^t  I  proposed  to  myself  from  the 
beginning  of  my  professional  duties  ;  if  I  have  attained  my 
wishes,  at  least  in  relation  to  any  of  you,  so  have  I  reason 
to  rejoice,  but  if  no^  I  have  cause  to  grieve,  although  my 
conscience  bears  me  undeviating  witness,  that  if  you  have  not 
attained  the  end  which  I  proposed,  this  is  not  to  be  laid  to 
my  charge.  Mine  was  the  duty  to  put  you  in  the  way  of 
arriving  at  the  end  proposed,  and  yours  to  endeavour  to  ac- 
quire  it ;  and  the  testimony  of  my  own  heart  that  I  aimed  at 
this,  has  been  to  me  a  shield  and  a  brazen  wall,  with  which 
I  defend  myself  against  the  malignant  and  unjust  suspicions 
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with  which  I  am  assailed,  h  ot  I  know  before  whom  I  must 
shortljr  app6«r»  and  what  will  be  req[oifed  of  me  by  the  great 
fifafitvT^t  end  oyiiMAniK,  the  judge  and  awarder  of  etonal  ffiory, 
JeBUfl,  the  Lord  of  UIb  and  death,  and  tiiat  he  will  not  only 

demand  froui  me  this  body,  this  life,  this  soul,  this  spirit, 
which  I  have,  but  also  will  require  the  souls  aud  blood  of 
yon  aU  a4  my  hands,  and  also  of  all  those  who  through  you 
ad|^ty  by  my  guiltiness,  be  led  into  the  devious  and  danger- 
ous paths  of  destruction. 

"  It  is  to  me,  indeed,  d  matter  of  vtry  little  imporlaiice  to 
be  judged  by  the  men  of  this  day,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I 
eateemit  an  honour  to  be  the  ofajeol  of  the  hatred  of  some  of 
the  high,  and  the  envy  of  tiie  low.  And  I  deem  it  an  oceasaon 
of  satisfaction  to  be  assailed  and  covered  with  slander  and 
falsehood,  provided  that  I  retain  a  conscience  undefiled,  and 
present  it  unstained  with  your  blood  before  him,  who  alone 
is  the  just  judge  of  men,  and  who  shall  reveal  the  hidden 
things  of  the  heart,  whm  he  tihaU  wme  to  he  glorified  in  his 
•  sainis,  and  admired  in  all  them  that  believe.  Nevertheless, 
I  am  not  so  vain  as  to  suppose  that  I  am  incapable  of 
committing  an  enor,  or,  that  I  am  exempt  from  the  failings 
and  imperfections  incident  to  human  nature;  yet  I  hope  and 
trust  ^t  the  gracious  Lord  will  forgive  me  in  that  which 
lias  been  wrong.  And  now  let  me  in  treat  you  who  have 
devoted  yourselves  to  God,  if  there  has  been  any  affection 
in  your  hearts  towards  me,  that  you  aim  with  me  at  this  one 
thing,  namely,  to  preserve  your  conscience  pure  until  the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  Man;  for  this  being  neglected,  some  have 
made  sliipwreck  of  faith, — a  loss  to  which  nothing  is  equal, 
or  indeed  can  be  compared.  Hold,  therefore,  in  reverence 
the  truth  which  you  have  received,  and  form  not  a  judgment 
of  any  matter  or  of  me,  to  secure  the  favour  of  any  persons, 
contrary  to  the  dictates  of  reason  and  conscience. 

"  It  is  the  business  of  worldly  politicians  to  acconnnodate 
their  sentiments  to  the  current  of  public  opinion,  just  as  the 
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vessel  sliills  her  sails  to  catch  a  favourable  gale.  Divines, 
on  the  contrary,  ought  to  preserve  constancy  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  stand  at  the  utmost  distance  from  every 
thing  like  that  waFering  and  indecision,  which  mark  the 
character  of  others,  amidst  the  eventful  times  and  changea 
ill  u  liich  we  live.  Emulate,  therefore,  the  conduct  of  the 
holy  and  devout*  Lei  your  light  so  shine  be/ore  men,  that 
they  may  tee  your  yood  work»^  and  gkrijy  yomr  Father 
ufhich  is  in  heaven.  Follow  after  meekness  and  kngsofow 
ing ;  and  as  much  a$  Ueih  in  you,  live  peaeeabiy  with  all 
men.  Let  your  moderation  be  knoftm  unto  all  men.  Filially, 
show  yourselves  to  be  governed  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord, 
who  hath  the  power  of  life  and  death  over  you  and  me. 

*^  it  I  have  succeeded  in  contributing  to  form  in  yon  that 
state  of  mind  I  have  just  been  describing,  nothing  can  hap- 
pen to  me,  however  painful,  which  I  shall  not  w  illingly  en- 
dure. Then  it  will  be  my  glory  to  reflect,  that  instead  of 
contributing  to  make  you  contentious,  izreligious,  or  schis- 
matical,  you  have  become  meek,  gentle,  peaceable^  devout, 
and  holy  Christians ;  and  thus  I  shall  look  forward  to  diat 
great  day,  when  I  shall  present  you  as  a  grateful  and  accepta- 
ble odour  to  my  Lord  and  Kedeemer.  Sustained  with  this 
hope  and  this  assurance^  I  could  even  brave  the  terrors  of 
death,  in  their  most  appalling  forms.  In  the  mean  time, 
while  I  am  absent  from  you,  being  called  away  to  defend 
the  cause  and  truth  ot  J  esus  Christ,  do  this  one  thing  for 
my  sake^ — and  as  a  parting  token  of  your  e8teem,-*promise 
me  that  you  wiH,  day  and  night,  besiege  the  throne  of  divine 
grace,  that  God  would  be  propitious  to  me  and  the  cause  I 
am  about  to  defend.  If  he  hear  you,  vow  with  me  to  pre- 
sent him  with  devout  acknowledgments ;  but  if  not,  pledge 
yoturselves  to  be  patient  under  suffering  and  reproach. 

And  thou,  O  Lord  Jesus,  who  beholdest  the  veiy  secrets 
of  our  hearts,  undertake  our  cause,  and  be  gracious  to  our 
university,  our  church,  and  uur  coimtiy. — Amen.'* 
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Thb  Instory  of  the  SjnDod  of  Dort  derives  particular  inter- 
est from  the  fact  of  its  assuming  the  character  of  a  cooncil 
of  the  NoB-Lutheran  churches  of  Kurope,  asgembled  for  the 
purpoae  of  fixing  the  bounds  of  leligious  opinion  to  the 
gveater  part  of  the  lefonned  chnuches.  In  the  early  periods 
of  their  formation,  Dr.  Mosheim  says,  no  standard  was 
erected  by  them  as  the  rule  of  correct  thinking  in  these  mat- 
tersy  and  even  while  Calvin  was  expounding  his  system  in 
0«ieYa»  there  was  not  any  public  law  or  confession  of  Mth, 
that  obliged  the  reformed  churches  in  any  part  of  the  world 
to  conform  their  sentiments  to  the  theological  doctrines  that 
were  taught  in  that  st  niinary.  This  circniustance  left  the 
parties  iisteuing  to  them,  at  liberty  to  reject  or  adopt  them. 
And  accordingly,  by  some  they  were  disAvowed,  while, 
by  others,  they  were  not  only  received,  but  carried  out 
beyond  the  views  of  this  reformer.  Those  who  embraced 
his  sentiineiUs  were  divided  into  two  classes,  denoininated 
Supra- Lapsarians  and  Sub-Lapsarians.  The  latter  considered 
Adam's  fall  merely  as  being  permitted,  and  that  his  desceup 
dants,  theieby  being  made  sinful,  might  justly  be  reprobated. 
The  former  asserted,  that  God,  in  order  to  exercise  his  aw- 
ful justice  and  free  mercy,  had  decreed  from  all  eternity  the 
transgressiou  of  Adam,  and  so  ordered  the  course  of  events, 
thai  he  must  necessarily  sin.  Prior  to  the  time  of  Ar- 
mintus  divul^g  his  sentiments,  which,  to  a  great  extent, 
were  similar  to  those  held  by  Ambrose  in  the  fourth  cen- 
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turjy*  the  pfincipBl  debates  amongst  the  refonned  iheologiaas 
were  between  the  Supra-LapMiiane  and  Sab*Lai>garians ; 

but  so  soon  as  certain  divines  felt  it  to  be  their  duly  lo  ic- 
preseut  the  Deity  as  exteucUug  his  goodness  and  mercy  to 
all  mankind,  theae  two  chisses  of  theologians  gave  up  their 
debatesy  and  forgetting  their  differences  as  natters  of  little 
importance,  united  their  ibrees  to  emsh  what  was  doomccl 
an  awful  and  dangeiQus  error,  which  maintained  that  God 
is  loving  to  every  man,  and  hateth  nothing  that  his  hands 
hare  made.  And  to  cany  out  their  abhorrence  of  this  state- 
mentf  Ihe  Synod  of  Dort  was  assembled  to  exconunuiicate 
and  banish  those  who  advoeated  it  Hiis  union  of  the  Su- 
pra and  Sub-Lapsarians,  though  it  arrayed  a  mighty  host 
against  the  benevolence  of  Christianity,  as  it  was  exhibited 
by  the  fathers  of  the  Christian  chureh  during  the  first  three 
centuries^  was,  howerer,  uHimalely  an  adrantage  to  Chfis> 
tendom.  For  prior  to  a  eheek  being  giren  to  the  darings  of 
some  of  the  Supra-Lapsarians  by  those  writers  who  present- 

•  Dr.  Miller,  in  hit  PhiloMphy  of  Hodeni  Hiftoiy,  §mjb,  Annliiliii  propoKd 

in  the  year  Tflni  n  mniimintVMi  uf  tliii  flmim  f  |iii»liMliHilklin  wtlhh  ksd 

ftlreadj  in  the  fourth  ventorjr  bm  held  bj  Anbraeei  that  the  decreet  of 

God,  by  \«'hich  he  determined  the  future  condition  of  efery  individual,  wen 
not  absolute  and  irrespective,  but  were  formed  in  referenee  to  that  foreknow> 
ledge,  by  which  the  ocmdact  of  each  individual  was  foreseen,  so  that  each 
shonld  be  eternally  happy  or  miserable,  not  acooccUng  to  an  arbitrary  4flfee*- 
minatioa  of  the  Almighty,  bat  acooi4tns:  to  bit  own  conduct  in  the  jmmwtt 
life,  foreseen,  yet  not  controlled.* 

In  ftiipport  of  this  opinion,  this  writer  g^vcs  the  following  passage  in  the 
fi^rm  of  a  note : — "  As  it  is  unreasonable  to  refer  the  foreknowled|^c  of  God  to 
liis  present  con scioiisnesa  of  hi^  own  purposes,  such  an  Ap]>Iicatiun  invoirintj 
a  direct  contradiction,  it  must  relate  to  the  future  conduct  of  men,  fnreseon 
as  the  ground  of  the  divine  dctermiuations  ;  and  therefore  these  detcrmiua- 
tions  rannotbe,  as  the  Caiviuists  represent  them,  irrespectivCf  or  Toid  of  re- 
ft^reuce  to  the  actions  of  men.^ 

*  la  nnwisithn  oa  ttetdlavlDg  paMage,  Whom  ht  M/vrdatm,  U  mUo  did  ftrtimUmattt 
AvbnstMmiks,  »B«  dU  asl  p»sMi«ate  Mbn  he  fenikatir,liol  he  prrtsstinalfd  Uwwwris 
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ed  the  image  of  Divine  Goodness  to  the  reformed  world,  as 
it  is  exhibited  by  our  philanthropic  and  holy  religion,  the 
femer  had  ptooeeded  to  sneb  lengths  in  their  description  of 
God,  in  creating  men  for,  and  adapting  means  to  secure 

their  misery  aud  damnation,  so  as  to  present  him,  who  in 
the  language  of  scripture  is  said  to  be  Love,  as  a  being  of 
whom^  in  point  of  malignity,  the  prince  of  the  lower  regions 
is  bnt  a  faint  image  and  expression.  Let  not  the  modem 
Calvinist  who  cannot  or  win  not  read  the  immense  mass  of 
quotations  from  the  writings  of  the  leading  men  of  that 
school,  as  they  were  collected  by  the  Remonstrants,  in  proof 
of  the  horrible  sentiments  maintained  by  their  opponents, 
attempt  to  deny  this  statement  These  men,  to  show  that 
they  had  dealt  fidily  with  the  writers  whose  sratiments  they 
quoted,  appended  to  each  passage  the  name  of  its  respective 
author,  and  the  failbfuhiess  of  these  qnnlatl(»ns  hcis  never  yet 
been  questioned.  Not  only  would  the  minds  of  all  sober 
Christians  in  these  days  be  shocked,  when  perasing  the 
monstrous  sentiments  propounded  in  these  extmets,  but  even 
the  Calvinists  of  Cromwell's  time,  rigid  as  they  were,  felt 
themselves  scandalized  by  any  allusion  to  them,  aud  would 
not  admit  that  their  opinions  had  the  least  affinity  to  such 
desecrating  dogmas."* 

That  the  excitement  consequent  upon  religions  contro- 
rersy  and  debate  may  carry  men  to  make  certain  statements 
which  they  would  iiui  adopt  in  their  more  sober  moiuculs, 
will  be  readily  admitted.  And  it  is  hoped  that  this  was  the 
case  with  many  of  those  writers  whose  declarations  are  so 
awfully  revoltbg  and  injurious  to  the  character  of  the  Di- 
vine Being,  and  his  attributes  of  goodness,  wisdom,  and 
mercy,  as  exhibited  in  the  Scriptures;  and  who,  while  pre- 
senting a  system  of  fate  which  never  had  a  precedent,  save 
in  the  teachings  of  the  Koran,  accompanied  it  with  other 
opinions  connected  with  this  subject,  far  more  odious  than 

•  See  Watgon^i  I>tcl<vNary,~Article  Calvinism. 
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any  thing  ever  dictated  by  ihn  prophet  of  Mecca.  So  much 
were  the  members  of  this  synod  aware  of  this  fact,  that  thejr 
seemed  alarmed  at  anjr  allusion  to  them,  and  when  Episoo* 
piuBf  who,  accoidiag  to  Mosbeiiiiy  was  admired  even  hj 
his  eneilites  on  account  of  the  depth  of  hie  judgment,  the 
extent  of  his  learning,  and  the  force  of  his  eloquence,"  did, 
in  connexion  with  Ins  luethren,  wish  to  btgiu  the  defence 
of  their  cause  by  reiutmg  the  opinions  of  the  Calvinists, 
they  peremptorily  forbad  his  making  any  such  attempt  The 
design  of  the  Anninianiy  says  thia  writer,  in  this  proposal* 
was  probably  to  get  the  people  on  their  side,  by  such  aa 
unfavourable  representation  of  the  Calvinisuc  system,  as  it 
had  been  exhibited  by  many  of  these  v  ery  synodists ;  and  in 
this  way  to  excite  disgust  in  the  minds  of  those  that  weare 
present  against  its  patrons  and  abettors.*  **  And  it  is  move 
than  probable,  that  one  of  the  principal  reasons,  which  en- 
gaged the  members  of  this  synod  to  reject  this  proposal,  was 
a  consideration  of  the  genius  and  eloquence  of  Kpiscopiu^, 
and  an  apprehension  of  the  effects  they  might  piodnce  upon 
the  multitude/*t  when  employed  in  attacking  their  opiniona. 

•  Mr  Nicholfl  sajs,  in  his  Anninianism  and  Cah  utism  CVy>it/>am/,  that  about 
four  jears  before  the  syaod  of  Dort,  the  predestinarian  controversy  was  con- 
ducted on  both  salt  s  with  much  spirit  ami  ability.  Some  of  the  Calvijusiic 
Professors,  who  had  been  accust(im«^<l  (<>  utter  the  wildest  and  most  rcvoiting^ 
opinions  that  e?er  escaped  from  human  lips,  were  compelled  to  obserTe 
i!:r(  ;iter  reserve  and  rantior.,  lest  their  adversaries  should  expose  the  irrever- 
ence and  blasphemj  of  ail  such  expressions.  The  whole  CaJvinistic  brother- 
hood throughout  Fr&nce,  Germany,  and  the  Low  Countries,  had  receired 
warning  letters  to  be  guarded  iu  the  deliTcry  of  their  opinions.  But  Mac- 
choYiiia,  piofewor  at  TmaiAvr,  who  dUiegardad  Ihii  onitioii,  eo&tiaiied  to 
•peak  in  tfie  ttme  hulan  tad  nayotided  mumer  he  had  ahiift  doM^ 
and  the  Aminieaai  as  night  have  heeii  expeetecU  quoted  aeveial  of  hie 
pntflDiii  in  proof  of  the  demomllzing  tendencj  of  endi  an  exhibition  of 
Calrin*!  doetrinef.  This  iaceued  the  presbjterlan  clait  at  Fkaneker,  who 
prepaied  a  chaife  i|pdntt  him,  which  Anally  came  before  the  tjnod  of  Dort 
tn  adjodlcatlon,  bnt  he  wae  taved  ftom  condemnation  bj  the  oaft  of  Feetns 
Hommiot.— Porf  /.  p.  199»  f  Hoabeim,  Tol.  t.  p.  4dflL 
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Anowing  Dr.  Mosheim  to  be  correct,  and  we  see  no  lea- 
son  to  question  the  accaracy  of  his  opinion^  then  tbe  mea- 
sures of  the  synod,  in  not  allowing  the  Anninians  to  attack 

Calvinism,  and  especially  some  of  the  sentiments  of  those 
who  were  its  advocates,  were  not  only  paying  homage  to  the 
^endid  talents  of  Episcopius,  the  leader  of  the  Reraon- 
stnnts  at  this  synod,  as  jnst  intimated,  but  were  indicative 
of  thenr  consciousness  of  the  rash  and  awfully  irrevefent 
statements  which  had  been  made  by  many  of  those  who 
were  then  silting  to  be  the  judges  of  the  Arminians. 

This  Tcnerable  synod,  it  is  true,  met  to  adjust  the  varied 
and  jailing  sentiments  of  Calvinistic  divines,  and  if  possible, 
to  draw  out  a  scheme  that  should  not  outrage  the  feelings 
of  those  who  were  of  the  miklcr  cast.  In  accomplishing 
this  object  it  had  much  difficulty,  whilst  such  a  man  as 
Gomams,  the  great  opponent  of  Arminius,  and  a  number 
of  his  fiiends  who  had  espoused  his  views,  were  for  carry- 
ing their  Supra-Lapsarian  sentiments  to  the  height  of  their 
wishes.  And  it  was  only  in  consequence  of  the  more  mod- 
erate counsels  of  the  British  divines,  that  a  milder  system 
of  predestination  passed  the  synod,  to  the  sore  displeasure 
of  the  more  rigid  fatalists.  This  circumstance  gave  to  the 
Calvinism  of  this  assembly,  an  aspect  which  was  the  very 
image  of  mildness  and  beneficence,  when  compared  witli 
that  which  was  advocated  jn  ior  to  this  period  by  the  gen- 
erality of  the  Dutch  divines.* 

•  llMMgli  the  tjiton  of  Csliteiniy  thai  modeildl  by  the  l^ynod  of  Dorty 
aMVBMda  aiUer  Ibim  than  H  did  m  yttaeaVdd  by  the  writen  quoted  in  the 
AeU  RtwMtulrmttmm,  nevftheigw  the  reader  ihcmld  not  forget  the  itatenieat 
of  Dr.  Mocheiai,  u  quoted  at  page  3S,«thatth«  peeoliar  doetiineeto  wbkh  the 
vkloiy  mm  aeeigned  bj  the  BjM  of  Doft,  me  ahiolotely  unknown  Jn  tiie 
tot  three  oentnriee  of  the  Chilitian  chrneh.**  Tbl§  Ihet,  Calvin  sad  the 
olderdlfinesof  thieechoolln  a  eertain  wmyadaiitted;  and  •'they  tdl  na 
plainly,  that  they  found  all  the  Chfletian  fothen,  both  of  the  0feek  and  the 
Latiaehnfdi  down  to  the  age  of  St  Angnetine^  qnite  nnmaaageabto  for 
their  purpoee$  andthoMfove  oeeaalonally  beilow  open  tfaen  and  their  pro. 
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As  to  the  doctrine  of  Anmniua,  which  maintained,  with 
that  of  the  Lvtheraa«»  the  nniTeiml  benerolenee  of  CSod, 
and  asaerted  acoording  to  the  primitive  church,  that  God 

Lad  excluded  none  from  bah  ation,  this  synod  met  for  the 
purpose  of  denounciog  this  sentiment,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
nunrng  the  RemonBtruktSy  who  defended  it*  Their  coadeiik- 
nation  was  determined  before  the  national  synod  met,  and  it 
was  ^'assembled,  not  so  much  to  examine  the  doctrines  of 
the  Arminians,  in  order  to  see  whether  they  were  worthy  of 
toleration  and  indulgence^  as  to  pnbliA  and  execute  with  m 

dnetkms'epithets  not  the  most  courteous.  Yet  some  nodera  writen,  not 
POMOHliig  half  the  splendid  qualifications  of  those  reterans  in  learning^, 
make  a  gorgeons  display  of  the  little  that  they  know  conccrninsf  antiquiiy  ; 
and  wish  to  lead  their  readers  to  sttppo^c,  that  the  whole  Btrcara  of  early 
Christianity  has  flowed  down  only  in  their  channel.  Every  one  rnnst  have 
remarked  bow  much  like  Calvin  all  those  fathers  speak  whose  an. 
quoted  by  Toplady  in  his  *  Historic  Defence.'  Nor  can  the  two  -Miln-i^,  in 
their 'History  of  the  Church,'  entirely  escape  censure  on  this  account,— 
though  both  were  excellent  men,  and  better  Fcliolars  than  I  nplailv.  hat 
from  the  manner  in  which  they  Show  up '  only  those  ancient  Clu  isDaii  a\x- 
thors  some  of  whose  i>entiments  seem  to  be  nearly  in  nnison  wiLh  their  own, 
they  induce  the  unlearned  or  half-informed  to  draw  the  erroneous  conclu- 
sion,— that  the  pet  iiliarities  of  Calrinism  are  not  the  invi uti  ins  of  a  com- 
])arutivt;ly  rcccat  era,  and  lhat  tlicy  have  always  formed  u  prouuiirnt  ]\irt  of 
the  profession  of  faith  of  every  Christian  community  since  the  days  of  the 
apostles."— W^«t#«m'»  Bib.  and  Tfuo.  Diet.    Article  Calvinism. 

This  unjustiiiablc  mode  of  proceeding,  as  thus  adopted  by  JVIiluer  in  his 
Church  History,  has  recently  been  noticed  by  Professor  Rose,  in  a  divinity 
lecture,  in  which  he  says,  "  Mr.  Milner  was  bigotedly  attached  to  certain 
opinioDir  [fhmiis,  of  dw  CilThiitt  school,]  and  quite  iwolved  to  And,  vr 
aiake  llieai  evaqr  wiieie,  «iid  to  give  thi  Urtoiy— not  of  ChriitiMily,  but 
certain  optniima,  which  ko  detniad  to  be  the  whole  of  it."  Aadftr 
making  this  stalement,  the  oofxeeteMs  of  which  no  unprejudiced  person  can 
question,  the  late  Hr.  Scott,  of  Hnlly  thfedened  to  fisit  hhn  with  snnimaiy 
chastisement  Bot  this  boasting  threatening  ended  in  Usprodncing  a  mtn 
anay  of  names  to  show  that  Mr.  JoeephHihierwaanot  wraUng  inschokr- 
ship,  while  be  has  left  aalMufaed  Mr.  Rose's  principal  dnige  against  MUaar, 
that  he  wrote  under  party  riews,  and  that  his  book  was  obrloosly  a  party 
book,**  and  note  fepreseatationof  (he  truths  of  Christianity.— See  Chkhm 
Observer,  Oct,  1834 
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certain  solemnity,  with  an  air  of  justice,  and  with  the  sufV 
frage  and  consent  of  foreign  divines,  whose  authority  was 
respeoteble,  a  sentence  already  drawn  up,  and  agreed  upon 
by  Uioie  who  had  the  pnnoipal  diractioa  of  aUn^"*  ' 

In  this  lespoct  the  Synod  of  Doit  bore  a  striking  reeem* 
bhtnce  in  its  proceedings  to  the  Council  of  Trcut,t  which 
had  met  in  the  preceding  centuiy  to  regulate  the  tenets  and 
obserraaces  of  the  Roman  Catholics;  and  while  there  was 
this  piofessed  diffesenoe  between  the  two  assenbliesi  that 
the  Cooncil  of  Trent  acknowledged  the  anthoritj  of  tradi- 
tion, in  conjunction  with  the  canonical  Scriptures,  the  Sy- 
nod, on  the  contrary,  admitted  no  other  standard  of  religious 
opuiion  til  an  the  Sacred  Writings.  But  thon|^  in  confor- 
mity with  the  spirit  ol  the  religion  of  protestantSy-  the  Bible 
was  aelmowledged  to  possess  exclndTe  anlhority,  the  actual 
proceedings  of  this  synod  were  sufficiently  similar  to  those 
of  the  council.  The  cause  of  the  Armiuians  X  cfi'ect 
decided  before  it  was  examined,  as  that  of  the  protestants 
wm  parepidged  in  the  Conncii  of  Trent*'  Of  l}iis  tet  the 
Anninians  were  ftdlj  aware.  It  is<tfae,  they  nnght  not  be 
ayiprehensive  that  they  should  be  subject  to  such  cruel  and 
iniquitous  treatment  as  banishment  from  their  cuuntry^  their 
homes,  their  flocks,  and  their  Mends;  neither  had  they  any 
reason  to  suppose  it,  in  as  mnch  as  the  States  of  Holland 
had,  by  their  deputies,  again  and  again,  at  least  Terbally, 
promised  that  no  bodily  harm  should  result  to  them,  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  synod  being  assembled  to  examine 
the  points  in  dispute,  and  their  being  cited  thm  on  aceovmt 
of  them.  Bat  in  this  they  riolated  thehr  faith,  as  the  Catho- 
lic princes  did  with  John  Huss.  For,  though  they  made 
the  above  promise,  yet  they  would  uut  allow  them  to  quit 
Dort,  or  visit  their  homes,  even  when  the  most  pressing 
£unily  afflictions,  or  the  death  of  their  relations  occurred ; 
and  they  finally  bore  them  out  of  the  country  as  felons, 

•  Mosbeim,  roL  v.  p.  i&h      f  Kerroux,  tome  ii.  p.  dOO.      ^  1i>em. 


Digitized  by  Google 


272 


CHAPT£K  X. 


withoat  pemuMioii  to  we  their  fiiendiy  letde  their  affidn^ 
OK  ptovide  for  the  folare  sapport  of  their  faaulies. 
This  eeverity  manifteted  towards  the  Remonstntnts,  might 

probably  arise  from  their  courageous  beai  iiig,  especially  as  in 
the  caseof  EpiscopiiiSy  who  was  the  inspiring  soul  of  all  their 
proceedings.  The  synod  had  sapposed  that  th^  should  awe 
them,  but  they  were  not  easily  to  be  depressed  or  bocne 
down*  They  had  espoused  their  doetrines  from  oonTietion,- 
and  were  prepared  to  defend  and  suiier  for  ihem;  and  ac- 
cordingly before  the  synod  had  assembled,  tbey  met  in  large 
nvmber»at  Leyden,  to  deliberate  upon  the  most  suitable 
means  to  be  adopted  for  the  defence  of  their  cansoi  and  to 
select  those  persons  who  should  be  deputed  on  the  part  of 
the  whole  body  to  appear  in  the  synod.  At  Llio  same  time, 
they  unanimously  passed  the  following  resolution: — "  That 
their  canse^  which  was  good  and  holy,  was  on  no  account  to 
be  abandoned;  but,  on  the  contnixyy  in  the  same  degree  that 
their  adversaries  attempted  to  destroy  it,  they  were  bound 
to  defend  it;  and  that  it  behoved  them  conscientiously  and 
fearlessly  to  appear  in  its  defence,  as  before  God,  their 
churches,  and  the  religious  world ;  and  to  acquit  themsebres 
in  its  behalf  to  the  utmost  of  their  capabilities^  and  then 
leave  the  issue  with  Grod.** 

That  the  Remonstrants  acted  up  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
this  resolution,  the  history  of  the  proceedings  of  this  famous 
synod,  given  in  the  following  pages,  will  decidedly  prove* 
Their  conduct  in  this  reqiect  was  matter  of  deep  mortifica- 
tion and  chagrin  to  the  Dutch  divines,  and  Maurice's  packed* 

•  Dr,  Madaioe,  the  translator  of  MoilMim,  who,  as  a  Calvinist,  ttku  eveiy 
opiioitillitjr  of  venting  his  spleen  t^gthut  the  Anninians,  chooaet  to  rebut 
the  statement  of  Mosbcim,  w  !ien  he  asserts  that  the  lyiiod  of  Dort  was  con- 
voked by  the  authority  of  JUaurio^*'  and  says  that  it  wat  appoioted  by  the 
order  of  the  States  GeneraL  True,  he  adds,  the  states  were  not  indeed, 
unanimous,  three  of  the  seven  provinces  protesting  against  the  holding  of 
^his  ijiiod,  namel/,  UoUaod,  Utrocht,  tad  OtoijimI,   fiat  wliilit  Iw  adiniu 


MBKOIBS  OV  BFItOOnUS. 


278 


aMemUy  of  the  states,  whose  delegates  evinced  the  utmost 
want  of  propriety  in  their  treatnu nt  of  the  cited  clergymen, 
to  whose  coadftmnation^  as  before  hinted,  they  added  cnieL- 
tj,  iiumlty  nockeiy,  and  rqpmdL.  At  the  i^boFe-imed 
anemfaij)  Uie  RemoDstianta  selecled  the  three  fbHowiiig 

this,  he  has  not  the  frankness  to  state,  that  Holland  vva.s  nut  only  ihe  chief  of 
the  seren  piOTlnoes,  and  paid  more  of  the  public  taxes,  than  the  whole  of 
the  ivmstning  six,  and  theiefora  was  entitled  to  the  greatest  consideration, 
•ad  coueqaentlj  that  It  wu  •  msalftit  4et  of  fi^nstice  to  confoketbie  synod, 
in  opporitloBto  it!  nmomfttmcm,  ib»  nune  especially  as  *<  aeeli  of  the  pro- 
viaces,  by  the  treaty  of  Ulmbt,  wsslcft  at  liberty  to  regulate  theaflUlt  of 
idigion  la  tiwrnaanermoet  oondaelTeto  its  inteiMt"  This  be  mvit  haTe 
known,  and  yet  he  represents  Buaeveldt*t  urging  this,  as  though  it  weia  a 
mere  epftaioa  of  thie  eeiebiated  aad  upright  etatcnaen.* 

Not  lets  difingeaaoasly  does  lie  hide  the  Ibet,  that  it  iru  by  eight  ef  bis 
afeataieeaMOBiBglbeBaaeerfbeilatoib  <faBt]laafieemtiiiedtoehii«e 
the  antglstracj  of  diflRnent  dtiet,  aad  hnpffiaon  BaraeTeldtt  Hdogeilieeti, 
aad  Orotiaa,  aad  tbaa  pifpaie  tlie  way  for  the  forawtioa  of  a  States-Oeae- 
ral,  wiio  aboald  aaiwer  to  his  Uddiag,  ead  by  wbieh  thli  /anions  synod  waa 
oea?oked  and  all  Its  pvoeecdlngs  ratiiied. 

Tbif  gpatiaam,ia  a  note  at  pegadfiOg  YoL  thiowi  oat  idflM  dsik  iavsii^ 
ofoertaingailtioetsoBthepartof  the  leadhag  men  of  the  Anaiaiaae,  aad 
iatimalei^  that  if  it  were  aot  a  werraat  for  the  sevefity  of  the  treatment  of 
their  persecutors  towards  them,  yet  it  may  be  addneed  as  in  apology  for  tliem. 
He  grenade  these  iaaeadoe,  he  eays,  on  some  anecdotes  erataiaed  in  certain 
Lettersy  mawttin,  aad  negocuaion*,  of  Sir  Dudley  Carltoa,  which  the  Earl  of 
Haidwiek  pabUshed.  **  These,''  however,  he  is  foroed  to  admit,  **  are  not  free 
ftom  party  spirit."  The  haughty  diplomatist  here  alluded  to,  who  was  the 
great  enemj  of  Bamevcldt,  and  materially  contributed  to  the  convocation  of 
this  synod  had,  howerer,  the  frankness  to  say,  that  a  long  time  before  jndg> 
ment  was  proaoonoed  on  the  doctrines  of  the  Armini&ns,  the  punishment 
of  exile  with  some  other  marks  of  infiuny  had  been  determined  against  the 
principal  divines  of  the  Aiminian  par^."— See  GroMea,  AricMyAfedsml^ 
Uia,  ToLaxxi.p.  m 

•  So  oompletel;  warped  U  tlua  writer  by  his  attachment  to  C&lvininD,  that  his  jealousj  takes 
inlheBBMBt  he  Mppoiet  that  Moibeiai  u  not  •ufficiratlj  laudatory  on  obtain  adToeatat 
sflUs  cnsd,  wlw  wwi  istiiMti  by  Ida  as  hoQS<ksld  go^  aad  latiaMte  ttst  h»  ta«i 
ltelhslilMrtr«rMaffalillitSMaafnte»fBUsfnlM«rthMBfaikii  tiwialiBe  ttui  hb 

auth<>r :  and  then,  in  a  way  peribeHy  la  thaxatta  with  this  oondoct,  when  Motheim  ipeaka  of  the 

di»tingiu»he<l  wrif»T»  oDii*  own  conimMnion,  a*  fftr  in'<f.'\nr«'  Mchinelboo,  hs  iflStSlltly 
the  reader  "not  to  loxgcl  tlut  Um  author  uf  tlu*  bictory  i&  aLutheran.'* 
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minigtors,  John  Arnoldi  Corvinus,  Philip  PjrDacker,  and 
Aumem  Mfttthishii)  who  m  tlM  aanM  of  all 

RemoDStxiaatty  pncent  tbe  following  veqinst  dliMr  befeve  tha 
gynod  or  tlie  Lay-CSommutHnmB  appointed  by  their  High 

Mightinesses  the  States,  namely: — "That  a  comptlent  mira> 
ber  of  them  should  be  allowed  under  safe  ])rutection  to  appear 
in  the  synod,  to  state  and  Tindicate  their  Christian  eanae; 
and  that  for  this  purpose  they  might  be  permitted  to  choose 
from  amongst  themselves,  those  persons  whom  they  deemed 
the  most  eligfible  for  iliis  object,  whom  they  would  send  in 
due  time  to  the  synod."  Episcopius  who  had  been  sunt- 
moned  by  the  states  to  appear  at  Dort,  to  take  his  seat  as 
professor  in  the  synod,  accompanied  these  gentlemen,  who 
arrived  in  Dort  on  the  sixteenth  of  November,  when  he  im- 
mediately waited  upon  the  deputies  from  Holland,  to  inform 
them  that  he  had  appeared  pursuant  to  the  summons  of  the 
states,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  his  place  in  the  synod,  and 
to  make,  also,  an  apology  for  his  late  arrival,  informing 
them,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  coming  of  the  persons  who 
had  accompanied  bim,  with  the  object  of  their  visit  to  Dort. 
The  deputies  sent  for  these  ministers,  and  having  learnt 
their  wishes,  acquainted  them  with  the  resolntion  adopted 
by  the  synod  on  the  preoeding  day :  namely, — ^  that  it  had 
resolved  to  select  and  cite  some  of  tlie  Remoihstrauts  from 
amongst  tbe  whole  body  to  appear  before  the  synod,  and 
that  the  persons  so  to  be  cited  had  already  been  fixed  upon, 
and  that  the  letters  of  citation  from  the  synod  and  lay-depu- 
ties wevB  either  preparing,  or  were  akeady  prepared.** 
Having  made  tliis  statement,  they  tlicn  showed  them  the 
names  of  those  persons  who  were  to  be  cited. 

When  these  ministeis  xeeetved  information  of  the^^e  pro- 
ceedings, which  originated  under  the  directions  of  Boger- 
man  and  those  of  his  friends,  the  rigid  Calvinistic  party, 
who  had  ])laced  him  ni  that  situation,  they  saw  that  they 
had  just  grounds  for  bitter  couiphunt,  and  said  to  these  lay- 
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gentlemen,  tbal  it  was  most  uDrea^ioiiablc  that  persons  who 
were  perfectly  willing  to  appear  ia  the  sjnod,  must  never- 
HbgHoBB  be  biOQght  tlieie  in  tlie  diantcter  ctf  died  pemoni; 
and  that  it  ma  manifestl}  imjust  to  place  Eptaeopina 
amongst  this  number,  who  had  been  invited  by  the  States 
of  Holland  to  take  his  place  amongst  the  other  professors  in 
the  synod,  and  had  actually  come  for  that  vety  pttrpoae^ 
Tberefoiey  if  tlie  iqpnod  was  detemined  .thna  to  ad^  it 
woold  give  occaatcn  not  only  to  them,  but  to  all  good  men, 
to  view  their  proceedings  with  distrust  and  dissatisfaction. 

The  deputies  in  reply  informed  them  that  all  attempts  to 
gain  a  lOTiaum  of  the  leadkitioii  of  the  aynod,  would  be 
perlbctly  oaolesa.  On  hearing  fhia  atatement,  the  mtpiao 
ters  said,  that  if  the  synod  would  not  allow  the  Remon<- 
strants  to  vindicate  their  cause  in  any  other  character  than 
that  of  cited  persons,  they  prayed  that,  at  least,  the  citations 
nil^  be  aeni  to  the  Bemmtianta  aa  a  body,  and  not  to 
particular  pefaons;  that  they  might  thereby  be  allowed 
select  such  persons  to  send  to  the  synod,  aa  they  might  con- 
sider the  most  capable  of  vindicating  their  doctrine  in  par- 
ticular, and  their  whole  cause  in  geQerai.  The  justice  of 
tfaisy*  they  saidy  "  must  appear,  in  aa  much  aa  they  were 
belter  capable  of  judging  who  were  the  beat  qualified  to 
defend  them,  rather  than  their  enemies."  The  depotiea 
peremptorily  rej)lied,  that  their  request  would  not  be  com- 
plied with;  but  these  ministers  being  urgent  upon  this  point, 
the  otheia  counaelled  them  to  premt  lequeat  in  the 
tom  of  a  petition  to  a  fhU  aaeembly  of  the  lay*coai|ni8flionera 
frcjm  the  various  provinces.  The  Remonstrants  accordingly 
prepared  and  presented  their  petition  the  following  day, 
^diieh  waa  to  this  efiect:^  r 

^  WOBSHIFF0I«  AND  J^OVQUBAW  jBV|iTI.«lf9N- 

?  ^  Feraamueh  as  your  hoaousa  bave^^ought  t)|at  |^,»q4g^ 

be  of  use  to  thiy  nation  and  the  church,  that  some  of  the 
Kemonstiants  should  be  cited  before  the  national  synod  as- 
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Bembled  in  this  town  of  Dort,  that  there  might  be  set  on  foot 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  a  conference  for  the  examination  of 
the  truth  according  to  the  word  of  God,  wherein  the  reasons 
on  both  sides  might  be  examined  and  tried  by  the  Holy- 
Scripture,  the  only  rule  and  judge  of  controversy  :  and  hav- 
ing heard  that  your  honours  have  already  prepared  letters 
for  that  purpose  to  such  Remonstrants  whom  you  had  before 
thought  fit  to  call  to  the  synod  ;  we  therefore,  the  under- 
written ministers,  who  arrived  here  yesterday,  on  the  part, 
and  by  the  order  of  our  brethren  the  Remonstrants,  (  with 
the  renowned  Dr.  Simon  Episcopius,  Professor  of  Divinity 
in  the  University  of  Leyden,  invited  to  the  synod  some  time 
since,  by  letters  from  their  Lordships  the  States  of  Holland 
and  West  Friesland,  together  with  other  Professors  of  Divi- 
nity )  in  order  jointly  and  submissively  to  desire  that  the 
Remonstrants  may  be  allowed  to  appear  in  a  competent 
number  at  the  synod,  for  the  defence  of  their  cause,  and  for 
declaring  the  reasons  of  their  opinions  about  the  controver- 
ted points,  (which  is  what  the  Remonstrants  have  always 
greatly  desired,  and  still  do  desire)  do  most  humbly  and  du- 
tifully beseech,  intreat,  and  supplicate  your  Honours,  that 
the  said  Remonstrants  themselves  may  be  allowed  the  liber- 
ty of  choosing,  appointing,  and  deputing  to  the  synod  from 
their  assembly,  such  as  they  shall  judge  the  best  qualified 
for  advocates  and  defenders  of  their  cause,  without  except- 
ing even  those,  who,  about  a  week  before  the  opening  of  the 
synod,  and  some  of  them  after  it  was  actually  opened,  were 
deprived  of  their  ministry  ;  that  so  it  may  not  appear  that 
the  Contra-Remonstrants  have  designedly  disarmed  us  of 
the  defence  of  those  from  whom  we  expect  the  most  assist- 
ance, and  which,  it  seems  as  if  they  themselves  thought, 
would  not  a  little  retard  their  affairs ;  and  we  pray  particu- 
larly that  all  those  Remonstrants  who  were  at  the  Confer- 
ence of  the  Hague,  may  appear  at  the  same  time  with  the 
rest  of  their  brethren  before  the  synod;  it  being  but  just  that 
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those  who  have  hitherto  jointly  promoted  tlie  interests  of 
our  body  to  the  best  of  their  power,  should  from  hencefor- 
wards  defend  and  justify  the  same  cause  with  their  united 
lftbopV8»  when  it  shall  be  brought  before  the  very  learned 
aasembly  of  finreign  divinea;  and  to  that  end  should  each  of 
them,  without  exception,  be  allowed  a  safe  conduct  for  going 
to  and  returning  from  the  synod :  which  equitable  and  well 
grounded  request  of  ours,  in  case  your  Honours  will  youcI^ 
safe  to  giant  nsy  we  solemnly  promise,  that  within  a  fot- 
niglu,  to  be  counted  Iran  next  Tuesday,  we  will  appear 
before  the  Synod  at  Dort,  by  the  ^ace  of  God,  in  such 
numbers  as  your  Honours  shall  direct;  and  we  entirely 
hope  that  the  whole  church  and  nation  will  reap  much  bene- 
fit from  this  conference,  and  enquiry  into  the  troth  of 
things.  Which  God  Almighty  giant,  through  his  dear  Son. 
Amen." 

This  was  signed  by  the  above  three  ministers;  and  a  little 
lower  was  written,  "  I  likewise  eameslly  pray  the  samOi  by 
ofder»  and  <m  behalf  of  the  brethren. 

^  Simon  Episcopics,  Professor  of  Divinity 

To  this  the  Commissioners  returned  a  verbal  answer,  from 
which  we  extract  the  follow  iiig  particulars. 

That  they  adhered  to  the  last  resolution  of  the  ^nod^ 
not  thinking  fit  to  allow  that  the  Remonstrants  should  pass 
iS»r  a  distinct  body,  or  make  any  deputation  of  persons  in 
their  common  name,  to  treat  of  their  affairs  at  the  sjmod  ; 
nor  could  they  suffer  erery  one  of  the  llemonisaaiit  minis- 
ters to  appear  at  the  synod,  who  were  present  at  the  Hague, 
particularly  Uitenbogaeidt  and  GrerinchoTius.— As  to  the 
safe  conduct  which  they  desired,**  the  Commissioners  ad- 
ded, ^^they  might  rest  satisfied  it  should  not  be  denied  them. 
None  should  be  detained  or  molested  by  the  syiiod  for  an 
ecclesiastical  matter.  And  that  the  cited  should  have  liber- 
ty to  make  any  statement  without  molestation  or  danger ; 
or  otherwise  to  act  as  the  nature  of  their  aflktrs  might  aem 
to  require.** 
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Our  couDtryman,  Hales,  seems  to  have  been  strongly  im- 
presfled  with  the  ii^ugtice  of  these  proceediiigB  agaiiul  the 
BomooBlrants,  and  says,  that  the  bunaeM  was  aiwaiged 
principaUjr  b«twe6o  the  laj-commisnooen^  the  Pkerident 
BogemiBii,  and  Feetas,  whh  his  fellow-secretaries.  The 
lay-gentlemen  belonging  to  the  Remonstrants  in  various 
parts  of  Hollaud  ioudiy  coiiq>laiued  of  this  conduct,  and 
«ttdy  that  tbej  were  ofopinieoy  that  their  mbiistera  had  the 
aameii^tas  the  CoirtnuBeiiiaiiatiaDta  to  depute  penoiia 
to  this  synod,  and  sit  there  aa  members  of  it,  being  lawfully 
called  to  the  ministry,  and  their  doctrines  recognized  by  the 
gOFemment  in  a  resolniion  of  the  states  in  support  of  mu- 
tual teteaticn*  And  Ihey  fbither  aaid^  that  it  was  the 
height  of  ngaatloe  to  <dte  them  as  oriminahi  and  priyate  per* 
sons,  before  a  synod  which  consisted  chiefly  of  their  ach  or- 
saries.  They  justilicd  their  claim  to  this  privilege  for  tlieir 
ministers^  by  appealing  to  the  conduct  of  Maurice,  Elector 
of  Saxony,  who  at  a  diet  of  the  enqviie  had  protested  against 
the  Conncil  of  Trent,  deehoring  that  he  would  not  own  its 
legality,  unless  the  Protestant  divines  were  allowed  to  de- 
bate and  vote  as  other  member??  of  the  council  j  and  this  li- 
berty, they  contended,  ought  to  have  been  conceded  to  the 
Remonstrants.  The  Contm-RemonstraDta,  howerer,  in  reply 
said,  that  i&ey  oonld  not  allow  the  validity  of  thie  appeal, 
^as  they  did  not  reeognize  the  ResKmstrant  ministers  as  or* 
tiiodox  ]>asturs  in  the  reformed  church,  their  opinions  being 
diflcreut  from  that  of  the  reformed  religion.^  The  deputies 
of  the  jEtemonsttants  seeing  it  was  utterly  inqfiosaible  to 
aeeottpHsh  their  wish  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  resolution  of 
the  synod,  promised  to  appear  before  it  as  cited  persons  at 
the  appointed  time,  Kpiscopius  also  agreeing  to  be  joined 
with  them  as  such,  although  he  was  invited  by  a  letter  from 
their  Lordships  the  States  of  Holland,  to  take  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  the  synod,  in  Tirtne  of  his  office  as  professor. 
On  the  eighteenth  of  November  they  departed  from  Dort, 
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and  just  as  ihey  were  preparing  to  enter  the  boat,  the  letters 
q£  eitation  were  presented  to  them,  one  of  which  was  from 
the  lajr-depatiesy  and  directed  to  them  cotteetively;  the 
othen  fMm  the  eynod  were  addressed  to  each  in  particular. 
And  at  the  same  time,  there  were  given  to  them  similar  let- 
ters to  be  delivered  to  the  other  cited  Remonstrant  ministers, 
whom  thejr  might  see  as  they  passed  through  the  places 
when  Ihey  rended. 

The  letter  tern  the  la^-eonmiisaioners  assenSy  that  the 
Remonstrants  **mKy  fteely  propose,  declm,  and  defend  their 
docLiines  relating  to  the  five  points,  as  iar  as  they  can,  or 
as  they  judge  it  necessary.'*  The  one  addressed  by  the  sy- 
nod to  the  RemonatnoitS)  after  giving  the  names  of  the  cited 
psnonS)  dedareSy  that  they  were  to  appear  in  the  synody 
to  the  end  that  they  may  freely  propose,  explain,  and  de- 
fend, as  far  as  they  can,  or  shall  tliink  necessary,  the  afore- 
said articles  or  points,  before  the  synod.'*  How  fax  they 
abided  by  these  declarations^  wUl  be  seen  from  the  state- 
ments presented  in  the  snbseqoent  parts  of  this  woik. 

The  fonrteen  days  alkywed  to  the  cited  Remonstrants  to 
prepare  to  appear  at  Dort,  drawing  to  a  close,  they  with 
several  other  ministers  assembled  at  Hotterdamy  on  which 
oocarion  it  was  resolved  that  the  conditions  proposed  for 
the  holding  of  a  synod,  by  the  six  Remonstrant  ministers  at 
Ifie  Cmiferenee  of  the  Hagne,  of  wMcfa  we  have  previously 
spoken,  should  at  a  suitable  time  be  presented  to  the  synod, 
supported  by  extracts  from  the  writings  of  the  most  eminent 
of  the  reformed  doctors,  and  accompanied  with  the  most 
powerful  arguments  in  favour  of  such  a  plan.  This  petition 
they  designed  to  be  presented  to  the  synod,  earnestly  re- 
quesiiiig  iliat  the  conditions  it  conhiincd  might  be  adopted 
as  a  suitable  rule  ibr  amicably  tieatiug  of  the  various  sub- 
jects about  to  be  brought  under  their  consideration.  They 
also  drew  up  an  account  of  the  state  of  the  controversy  be- 
tween the  Remonstrants  and  Contra-Remonstrants,  arising 
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oat  of  die  fire  disputed  points,  for  the  purpoee  of  exonefi^ 

ting  themseWes  from  the  impuiatiou  of  attemptiog  to  delay 
the  proceediDgs  of  the  syaod. 

Having  thus  made  the  necessary  anangements,  the  cited 
niinisteis  hastened  to  Dort,  where  they  amTed  late  in  the 
erening  on  the  fifth  of  December.  On  the  same  day  in  a 
full  assembly  of  the  synod  the  president  had  stated  that 
the  fourteen  days  allowed  to  the  cited  Remonstrants  had 
elapsed,  and  therefore  he  called  apon  them  individaaUy,  by 
their  Christian  and  sumames,  snmmoning  them  to  appear. 
The  following  day  the  Remoostiants  sent  fomr  of  their  parfy 
first  to  the  president  of  the  lay-deputies,  and  afterwards  to 
Bogerman,  the  president  of  the  ecclesiastics  to  inform  them 
of  their  airiral,  requesting  that  as  the  tnmks  containing  their 
papers  had  not  yet  arrivedi  a  day  or  two  mi^^t  be  allowed 
them  to  arrange  their  afikirs  before  they  entered  the  synod. 
The  president  replied  that  he  himself  could  not  giant  their 
request,  and  that  they  must  present  it  to  the  synod  in  per- 
son. They  accordingly  appeared  before  the  sjmod  for  that 
purpose,  when  the  president  immediately  informed  them 
that  the  time  appointed  for  their  appearance  in  that  assem- 
bly had  expired  the  day  before,  and  that  he  had  laid  their  re- 
quest before  the  synod,  which  had  resolved  that  they  should 
present  it  personally.  Episcopins  then,  in  the  name  of  all 
the  cited»  wished  gcaccy  peace^  and  the  fellowship  of  the  Hofy 
Spirit,  to  the  synod:  after  which  he  said,  that  in  pursuance  of 
the  orders  of  their  superiors  he  and  his  brethren  had  appeared 
within  the  appointed  time»  in  as  much  as  fourteen  days  had 
not  yet  elapsed  since  the  receipt  by  some  of  them  of  the 
last  letters.  He  then  stated  Uie  wish  of  himself  and  hb 
brother  ministers  that  a  little  time  should  be  allowed  them 
to  anauge  thtii  papers,  in  order  thai  lliey  might  be  prepa- 
red to  justify  what  they  dteiiied  their  good  cause,  and  which 
they  had  hitherto  under  the  dictate  of  conscience  befine 
God  solemnly  maintained.  NeTertheles8»  in  this  matter  they 
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did  not  wish  to  dictate  to  the  synod,  but  sbould  leave  it 

with  the  lay-deputies  to  determine  the  reasonableness  of  this 
request.  Audii'  it  could  not  be  granted,  they  would  at  once 
prepare  to  proceed  to  the  conference  about  the  five  points. 

They  were  then  ordered  to  retire,  and  alter  a  short  time 
were  again  summon^  before  the  synod,  when  the  president 
informed  them,  "that  the  syuod  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
to  allow  them  till  the  morrow,  to  prepare  to  appear  before  it, 
adding,  at  the  same  tune,  that  this  Tenerable  assembly  had 
judged  it  proper  to  admonish  them  as  to  the  word  cMUio^ 
conference^  which  might  be  understood  to  imply  a  colloquy 
betweeu  equal  parties,  such  as  had  been  held  formerly  in 
Holland;  but  the  cited  were  to  understand  that  they  were 
summoned  there,  merely  to  propose,  explain,  and  defend 
their  opinions,  and  then  to  submit  them  to  the  decision  of 
the  synod."  In  fact  they  were  told  that  the  synod  was  met 
to  judge^  and  not  to  confer.  Episcopius  answered,  "  that 
as  to  the  word  amference,  it  was  not  necessary  to  criticise 
it  with  such  nicety.  They  had  come  with  no  other  intention 
tiian  that  of  treating  upon  the  points  of  doctrine,  on  account 
of  which  they  had  been  cited  to  appear  before  the  synod ; 
the  mode  in  which  this  should  be  done  might  be  determined 
at  the  time  of  entering  on  the  discussion  of  them."*  Having 
made  this  statement,  he  then  earnestly  repeated  the  request 
fomerly  made  to  the  lay-commissioners,  that  they  would 
permit  them  to  send  for  Grevinchovius  and  Goulart,  to  assist 
tbem  in  defending  tlieir  cause  ;  and,  he  added,  that  by  this 
request,  he  and  bis  brother-ministers  did  not  seek  to  delay 
the  proceedings  of  the  synod,  since  they  were  ready  to  enter 
upon  the  business  for  which  they  were  cited,  before  their 
arrival.  They  were  inlormed  that  an  answer  to  this  request 
would  be  given  at  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning. 

On  the  same  day  the  Remonstranto  waited  upon  the 
foreign  divines,  greeting  as  many  as  they  could  meet  with  at 
their  lud^ings^  commending  their  good  caui»c  to  ihemj 
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beseeching  them,  also,  impartially  to  hear  the  vindication  of 
tbemgelTeB  and  their  caoM^  and  use  Iheir  inflnenoe  to  miti- 
gate the  bittemeaa  and  upmhj  of  the  Contra-BemonatmiU; 
and  endeaTonr  to  pfomote  nodemtion  amongrt  the  mem- 
bers of  the  synod.  They  also  entreated  them  to  interpose 
their  good  offices  with  the  lay  deputies,  in  order  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  unjust  proceedings  of  certain  sjnods^  particiH 
larlj  in  Sooth  HoDaody  which  were  sending  persons  tfanmgh 
the  prorinees  from  church  to  church,  who  under  rarioos 
pretexts  were  deposinjBf  their  brethren  from  the  ministry,  and 
strive  to  prevent  such  cruel  measures  being  pursued,  espe- 
cially as  the  nadonal  synod  was  engaged  in  matters  thai  ao 
deeply  affected  thenu  They  uiged  them  likewise  to  asnat 
them  in  obtaining  the  help  of  GrevinchoTius  and  Goulart 

They  were  generally  received  with  much  kinduess  and 
courtesy  by  the  foreign  divines.  Many  of  these  gentlemen 
manifested  much  displeasnrei  on  hearing  that  the  Remon- 
strants had  almost  every  where  been  deposed  fh>m  their  mia> 
istry,  and  thrust  out  of  their  churches,  while  as  yet  their  cause 
was  pending,  nay,  even  before  it  was  brought  before  the  sy- 
nod. Some  of  these  clergymen,  howerer,  they  found  very 
much  prejudiced  against  them;  amongst  these  was  Diodatns, 
of  Geneva,  who  upbraided  them  with  having  reviled  the 
name  of  Calvin,  taunting  them,  also,  by  saying,  that  had 
they  the  power,  they  would  take  those  measures  against 
the  opposite  party,  which  were  likely  to  be  pursued  ag^nst 
themselves.  But  others  of  the  formgn  divines,  in  the  way 
of  kind  intimation,  gave  them  to  understand  that  they  must 
be  prepared  for  painful  results.  The  Kemonstrants  thought 
it  proper  to  make  these  gentlemen  acquainted  with  the  true 
state  of  their  affairs,  and  for  this  purpose  they  put  Into 
their  hands  two  documents,  the  one  printed,  and  the  other 
written,  in  which  were  given  an  account  of  then),  with  their 
proceedings,  as  also  the  treatment  they  had  met  with  up  to 
that  Gooment. 
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The  synodists  having  heard  that  the  Remonstrants  had 
waited  upon  the  foreign  diTinety  wefe  greiUlj  mortified^  and 
intimated  that  they  had  attempted  to  prejudice  these  gen- 
tlemen in  favour  of  their  cause  before  it  was  heard  ;  and  in- 
formed them  that  if  they  had  anj  thing  to  commuoicate  to 
these  divines,  it  must  be  done  publicly  in  the  synod.  The 
Remonatranta  justified  their  condact  on  the  principle  of  self- 
defence,  seeing  that  persons,  as  before  stated,  had  gone 
through  the  land,  whose  track  resembled  that  of  the  angel 
of  destruction,  in  being  marked  by  angmsh,  mourning,  and 
deioktioa;  and  to  attempt  to  win  orer  the  ^rnign  divine* 
to  the  side  of  mercy  and  pity,  on  behalf  of  their  afflicted 
biother  ministers  and  desolate  &mifies,  was,  they  said,  an 
act  the  J  owed  to  them  on  the  common  principles  of  bro- 
therhood and  charity. 

On  the  following  day,  being  the  7th  of  December,  the 
Bemonatrsntt  were  summoned  into  the  presence  of  the  synod, 
when  the  resolution  of  the  lay-commissioners  was  read  to 
them,  containing  a  refusal  of  their  request  for  Grevinchovius 
and  Goulart  to  be  allowed  to  appear  in  the  synod  to  assist 
Ibem;  nerettbeless,  aa  a  special  £sTour,  it  was  said  they 
might  come  to  Dort,  and  privatcl}  aid  them.  After  hearing 
tliis  resolution,  Episcopius  stood  up,  and  asked  p(  rmission 
to  speak  a  few  words,  and  no  objection  being  offered  to  this 
request,  he  proceeded  to  address  the  veneiable  assembly  in 
the  following  orationl 

In  presenting  this  we  sre  aware  that  we  may  tax  the  pa- 
tience of  the  reader;  nevertheless,  in  justice  to  the  subject 
of  these  memoirs  and  the  Remonstrants,  wo  deem  it  right 
to  insert  it  in  these  pages,  from  the  foot  of  its  being  to  a  . 
great  extent  historical  in  its  statements,  giving  an  acconnt 
of  their  conduct,  the  motives  by  which  they  were  governed, 
the  objects  they  proposed,  and  the  treatment  they  met  witli 
prior  to  their  being  summoned  beibre  the  synod  of  Dort 
Our  deep  regret  is,  that  it  will  necessaiily  appear  in  so 
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feeble  a  \\)vw,  \\  hen  coinparod  with  the  nervous  and  ener- 
getic character  in  which  it  itt  found  in  the  origiuaL  Tbe 
Laiinily  of  Epiacopiiis  is  mgularlj  chaste  and  copious^  and 
aceoiding  to  Father  BfabiUoD,  his  stjk  is  fine,  and  the 
xnauuer  of  treating  his  subjects  is  answerable  to  the  style."* 


AN  OKAilUN  '  ^S^'^' 
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•*  Illustrious  a  11*1  most  Potent  Lords,  £e?trt;uil^  TiiLiiouti, 
aiid  I, r  injcd  Men  and  Brethren, —  -      '      fvitr  ''  " 

Before  entering  npon  the  remailui  wenish  to  presaH^io 
yon,  we  deem  it  right,  as  beiDg  in 
of  Ghristtanity  and  the  example  of  the  apostles, 
lu  ]>ray  lo  the  Cicnl  anil  l-';ulu  r  oi"  our  l-ord  Jews  Ohrist,  for 
all  oi  you  in  general,  and  each  of  you  ia  particular,  that  he 
wolild  grant  onto  you  hts  grace  sad  ymce^wim^bamimm 
of  hisHdy  Spirit,  to  inspire  aod  SQggestf  ^MitoN0Mtf^ril|j|li^ 
wholesome  coimseU  and  salirtary  dir©ctkm¥,  hy^^which  you 
may  be  enabled  to  allay  ihv  Uuublidb,  whii;h,  ala^i  1  &a  awiul- 
ly  agitate  our  country,  and  distract  otir  alBiol^ddcburchgiii 
and  people*  Amen.  I'r  ^nl^^lAMih 

-  ^  ^  Hternig  uttered  these  our  wishes  and  prayers, ^MMBpAl^ 

sive  of  the  feelinp^s  of  our  hearts,  we  would  Ix  g  1(  a\  <'  ol  this 
assembly  to  say  a  low  words,  iu  ordear  that  we  aud  our  af- 
Ihiis  mi^^iiot  be  «mv  «rf««^y  widuNil  an  inlayilmll|ii»<tfyi 
pesniig  hoforO'tt i  and  /thenAfe  wB'  idosti^esMMI^^MI^lMljjl 
yon  for  a'shev^'panod  to  'hsteii  t<y  tiie  il^v.'^wslNHl^^!^i|i^^H||r 

have  to  sny  <in  lias  most  incnua-al  >lc  uccus-icn.  -^nili-iLAyu 
Of*  all  Uie  varied .  and  numefetw  i  subjeets  of  enquiry 
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which  have  interested  the  attention  of  man,  from  the  most  re- 
mtfl  ages  to  the  pxeseDt  period,  there  is  not  one  which  ooght 
to  be  deemed  hy  the  Christian,  as  equally  momentous  with 

that  which  can  contribute  to  his  obtaining  correct  views  of 
true  religion,  and  enable  him  to  arail  himself  of  those  means 
neceseaiy  to  the  diffiision  of  its  saving  and  hallowing  influ- 
ence. For  all  other  snbjects  of  soUdtadOy  when  compared 
with  this,  are  infinitely  inferior  to,  and  below  the  dignity  of 
man,  and  oii^ht  to  be  considered,  especially  by  a  devout 
and  holy  person,  as  only  designed  to  meet  those  wants  he 
has  in  connnon  with  the  brate,  to  which,  as  it  has  been  sig- 
nificantly seid,  instincts  m  given  as  necessaiy  to  keep  their 
bodies  from  corruption. 

"The  objects,  therefore,  which  ought  chiefly  to  occupy 
the  enquiries  of  man,  are  indicated,  not  so  much  by  the  fact 
of  his  being  endowed  with  reason,  of  this  the  bntte  has 
in  comnKm  with  himself  certain  features  and  lineaments,  as 
by  the  possession  of  those  liigher  endowments  which  render 
him  capable  of  receiving  religious  instruction,  and  being  made 
the  snbject  of  reUg^ona  enjoyment  These,  when  directed 
and  governed  by  dirine  truth,  point  him  to  the  pathway  that 
leads  to  ineffiMe  blessedness,  and  prepare  him  for  the  partici* 
palion  of  its  immortal  enjoyments.  And  whilst  it  belongs  to 
private  individuals  to  be  deeply  anxious  for  their  own  imme* 
diate  religions  welfare,  yet  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  princes, 
mlera,  magistiates,  patrons  of  chnrches,  and  ministers,  to 
whom  belong  especially  the  affairs  of  spiritual  goyemment, 
and  the  preservntion  of  th(  ir  ilocks,  not  only  to  be  solicitous 
for  theii  personal  salvation,  but  likewise  to  pursue  those 
measnrea  which  wiU  secnre  the  present  and  future  well- 
being  of  those  entrusted  to  their  care ;  in  order  that  they 
may,  as  far  as  possible,  bring  them  into  a  state  of  religious 
subjection,  and  establish  them  in  the  great  doctrines  and 
truths  of  the  Gospel,  that  they  at  last  may  stand  with  them 
accepted  by  God,  in  the  presence  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ. 
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And  though  other  duties  may  require  only  a  limited  portion 
of  our  MtmitiQiiy  those  demand  the  undivided  and  aeadneiaa 
exerciee  of  all  the  poweva  and  enecgies  of  the  mind* 

For  this  very  reason  it  ia,  Most  Bererand,  IlhistrioDay 

and  LearDcd  Gentlemen,  that  we,  also,  to  whom  is  commit- 
ted not  only  the  care  of  our  own  souls,  but  the  weliare  and 
BMtnietion  of  those  ohnrchea  and  Bocks^  oyer  which  we 
have  been  appointed  pastoia  fay  the  Laid  Jesoa  Christ,  h^ 
lieve  that  the  office  we  have  thus  received,  and  which  we 
y/i&h  to  adorn,  requires  us  to  guard  with  tlie  utmost  care  and 
dillgeooe  the  piirity  of  the  xeligion  of  our  Divine  Bedeemer; 
lest  by  any  ne^ect  of  oon  any  thing  ahonid  be  allowed  to  be 
appended  to  it»  which  would  tend  to  de&ce  ita  beanty,  and 
stamp  its  loveliness  vvilli  dcfonnitv.  And  therefore  we  have 
endeavoured  to  prevent  our  congregations  irom  having  their 
niinds  imbued  with  those  doctrines,  the  tendency  of  which 
ia  to  weaheiiy  and  by  degrees  to  destroy^  a  just  yenorstion 
and  esteem  for  the  ssnctity  and  purity  of  our  Holy  Religion. 

By  religion  we  mean  the  existence  of  correct  views  of 
God,  and  Jesus  Christ  as  Mediator,  associated  with  sincere 
devotion  and  gennine  obedience,  founded  upon  thia  know- 
ledge. And  as  the  latter  prepares  the  mmd  inr  derotian,  so 
it  is  the  dnty  of  the  minister  to  endeavour  to  promote  it;  al* 
though  it  is  not  absolutelj  of  equal  imyiortance  with  the  otlier. 
For  though  ignorance  may  be  inimical  to  the  growth  of  true 
ireiigiony  yet  it  is  possible  that  ignorance  may  not  de* 
stroy  the  sincerity  of  obedience  and  devotioB ;  but  wbeiie 
there  is  the  absence  of  devotion,  such  a  state  is  marked  by 
the  want  of  that  holiness,  to  which  is  annexed  the  pro- 
mise of  eternal  lile.  For  indeed  there  are  some  errors, 
the  ofbpiing  of  ignorance^  which  may  not  be  ii^urious  to  the 
spirit  of  devotion,  in  as  mudi  as  they  are  uninfluential  on  the 
feelings  and  character  of  their  suV)ject.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  he  who  is  determined  to  be  ofiended  with,  and  condenm 
simple  ignorance  and  nnintentional  emr,  not  only  assails 
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that  wliich  is  not  absolutely  evil,  bat  venly  attacks  human 
nitare  Itself  For  wliere  i»  the  ponoo  wko,  in  hia  juTesligSR 
tiom  of  Meradaad  divine  iabjMte»  will  pvetend  to  be  eKempt 
firom  all  liability  to  err.  Nay,  indeed,  that  man  has  not  jet 
been  bom,  who  has  always  been  so  invariably  guided  by  the 
dictate  of  reason  and  tratb,  aa  never  to  have  overstepped  the 
booadariea  of  the  one^  or  paaaed  bejond  the  limita  of  the  other. 
Tirae  it  ia,  there  are  oertafai  important  doetrinea  which  nmat 
ever  be  acknowledged  as  fundamentals  iii  religion,  on  which 
the  whole  superstnictore  of  piety  is  founded.  These,  it  is 
gmnted,  mnat  be  held  inviolahly  sacvad»  in  aa  much  aa  th^ 
eodtribute  In  no  amdl  degree  to  give  vali#ty  to  ita  oUmna 
and  requiramnta;  and  eoBaaqnently  the  nndemdning  or 
loosening  of  these  cannot  be  viewed  with  indifference  by 
hiniy  to  whom  the  character  and  claims  of  Divine  Truth  are 
dear  and  intaieeting.  Concerning  the  aafe^  of  theae,  hia 
eonaoienee  is  tender  and  aenaitive,  prompting  him  to  ezci^ 
ciae  holy  jealousy,  and  instinctively  to  reaiat  and  repel 
any  invasion  upon  iliem,  just  as  the  eye,  when  wounded  by 
the  iutrusion  of  the  slightest  particle  of  dust,  instantly  en- 
dcavonni  to  £ree  itaalf  from  the  conaeqoent  piin,  by  making 
efinta  to  diaduurge  and  expel  it 

And  that  you  may  distinctly  understand  the  reason  of 
our  making  these  assertions,  Most  Illustrious  and  Learned 
Gentlemen,  we  beg  leave  to  state,  that  we  have  witnessed 
the  Intiodaction  of  certain  opiniona  amoagat  na,  which| 
Ihimgh  supported  by  the  names  of  persona  otherwiae  justly 
honoured  for  their  endowments  and  attainments,  and  whose 
erudition  has  deservedly  exalted  them  to  the  highest  sta- 
tiona^  aiei  nevertheless,  we  believe^  false  in  their  principles, 
and  hQiiriona  in  their  tendeney;  and  have  been  aa  un- 
justly introduced  into,  as  they  have  been  violently  sup- 
ported in  onr  churches.  The  tnith  of  this  assertion  we 
think  it  is  easy  to  demonstrate,  from  the  fact  of  these 
doetrinea  being  iacompatible  with  the  hoMmr  of  Divine 
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Wisdom, — ^the  justice,  the  bene\  oleucc,  and  </><Xa>^i>«..<ri9t, 
philanthropy  of  our  Saviour, — the  satisfaction  and  merit  of 
lib  death, — the  (iedatmtioiis  of  God's  Holy  Wordy — ^the  sane- 
tity  of  llie  Chiistiaii  inuiistvjy — the  use  of  the  holy  saei^ 
menls, — and  the  obligations  of  the  ChristiaD.  And,  more- 
over, they  are  an  occasion  of  oiicnce  to  the  truly  devout;  an 
indelible  stain  on  the  Reformation ;  and  powerfully  operate  to 
pferent  the  division  of  vital  and  pfaclical  godlineaa.  Fi- 
nally, they  furnish  oar  adTeraariee  with  weapons  to  assail  as 
on  every  side,  and  tliereby  hold  up  to  contempt  and  reproach 
that  Keibrmatiou  so  gloriously  cummeocedy  and  carried  on 
under  such  singularly  favourable  anapioes. 

<<Bat  that  which  has  most  directly  affected  us,  is  the  cir- 
cumstance that  these  doctrines  which  appear  on  the  other- 
wise fair  couutenance  of  our  church  as  unsightly  blemishes 
and  offensive  spots,  have  been  pointed  at  by  our  enemies 
with  the  finger  of  seom,  and  scoAd  at  by  the  tongue  of 
reproach,  as  though  they  were  the  inherent  and  natural 
defects  of  licr  constitution.  And  while  these  unjust,  because 
ill-founded  reproaches,  were  keenly  felt  by  us,  we  judged  it 
light  to  attempt^  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  to  remove  the 
occasion  of  them*  To  effect  this,  we  determined  that  the 
highly  objectionable  private  opinions  of  such  doctors  should 
not  be  allowed  to  puss  as  the  acknowledged  doctrines  of  our 
churches,  or,  at  least,  of  those  under  our  own  immediate 
care  and  instruction.* 

These  our  laudable  deugns  and  efforts  we  had  judged 
would  merit  well  of  the  church ;  but,  alas !  they  have  opera- 
ted to  produce  just  the  cunLiary  result  For  while  endea- 
vouring thus  to  remedy  evils  and  eilect  a  cure  by  the  ap- 
plication of  salutary  means,  we  found  that  we  had  only 

*  Soeulyastlw  jetr  Id9^  AtaConrention  of  Sttttet  at  Ratisbone,  the 
dirincs  of  the  palatinate  were  accused  by  the  Lntherans,  of  Loldiog  opinions 
neither  consonant  with  the  Scriptures,  the  Augustine  Confession,  HOT  with 
tbdr  «wn  Cattdita.''— Clar**«  Mmrwm  ^Mm.  AM.  p. 
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attacked  the  syniptoius  of  the  distemper  on  the  surface  of 
the  body,  mdj  in  Uus  way,  had  driven  the  malignant  ha* 
moon  upon  the  vital  part8»  which  spreading  inflammaloTy 
dbease  throogh  the  whole  syatem,  had  excited  an  uni- 
▼eraally  morbid  state  of  action,  which  threatened  its  speedy 
and  iiioviUblc  dissolution. 

These  results  we  neither  designed,  foresaw,  nor  ap- 
pioyed,  and  therefore  are  not  justly  blameable  for  them. 
On  the  contrary,  though  we  failed  m  onr  benevi^ent  pur- 
pose, jet  the  very  attempt  to  prcsci  N  c  the  reputation  of  the 
church  uiiiiijured,  and  free  from  all  those  charges  of  defect 
which  have  been  so  frequently  brought  against  it,  demands 
the  homage  of  ereiy  loyer  of  our  Divine  Religion.  And  we 
put  it  to  this  venerable  assembly,  to  say  whether  it  should 
be  a  matter  of  crimiuatioa  against  a  person,  aud  especially  a 
fidthful  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  when  he  learns  with 
pean  that  some  few  persons  are  endeavpuring  to  foroe  their 
-  own  peculiar  and  obnoxious  opinions  on  the  church,  should  ' 
maniully  come  forward  to  prevent  it  To  your  cslm  and 
sober  txaniiiiation,  Hoiiourabie  and  Reverend  GJentlemen, 
we  leave  this  appeal  w  ith  all  its  force  of  evidence  and  truth, 
Ibr  your  judgment  and  decision.  And  we  beg  leave  to  say, 
that  while  the  circumstance  it  states  has  met  with  violence 
and  opposition,  we  can  only  attribute  such  conduct  to  the 
prejudiced  and  perverted  spirit  of  the  age.  But  though 
our  motives  have  been  misunderstood,  and  our  benevolent 
purpose  has  failed,  yet  we  do  not  repent  that  we  made  the 
efibrt;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  esteem  it  onr  highest  glory 
to  bear  tlic  reproach  and  camiLy  uf  uur  coleiiiporaries,  while 
Striving  to  accomplish  so  glorious  an  object.  This  state 
of  mind  is  the  result  of  a  conviction  that  we  were  botmd  to 
adopt  the  measures  we  pursued;  unless,  indeed,  we  had  been 
winmg  to  be  ranked  by  our  Heavenly  Master  as  cowards 
and  traitors  in  his  great  and  blessed  cause.  And  though  we 
admitted  the  possibility  uf  not  being  able  to  cAect  our  pur- 
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pose,  yet  we  saw  liiat  there  was  something  tionouiable  and 
dignified  even  in  a  failure,  where  an  attempt  was  made  to 
achieTe  aa  object  so  noble  in  itself  and  which^  a«  we  eoi- 
ceived,  would  be  attended  wiUi  beneficial  and  laating  tesuita. 
Let  then  our  counsels  be  finally  rejected,  and  our  plans  dis- 
carded, still  shall  we  retire  sustained  by  this  sentiment,  that 
to  him  who  intends  well,  e^»eoaelljr  aa  legaida  the  pmperity 
of  the  obweby  ie  due  the  piaiee  of  fimung  a  benercdent  de- 
sign, though  he  shonld  be  autyect  to  aoern  aa  a  pestilent 

ianovLitor.  If  iiidL'L'd  il  should  bo  thought  by  any  of  this 
venerabh;  as&embiy)  that  our  proceedings  appear  indicatiYe 
of  a  siiirit  of  huovatioOy  kt  it  be  understood,  that  the  e?ils 
we  intended  to  xemedy  were  of  loo  great  magnitnde  to 
allow  ua  either  to  sit  and  silently  witness  their  destructiTe 
effects,  or  touch  them  with  a  slight  and  duUcate  hand. 
Neither  ought  you.  Illustrious  and  Learned  Gentlemen,  to 
Teoeive  aa  true  the  leporta  whioh  hare  been  so  tndoitnonaljr 
spread  anongat  the  conuum  people,  to  the  gveat  injmy  of 
our  (Aaracter  and  prejudice  of  our  cause,  by  which  it  has 
been  stated,  that  we  have  attacked  the  celebrated  persons 
alluded  to,  merely  on  account  of  trifles,  thereby  maniiesting 
a  dispntatioua  and  oontontiona  spiht,  and  have  diiected  all 
onr  efforta  to  the  accomididinient  of  objecta  whidi  are  inaig- 
nificant,  trifling,  and  uDimpoitaiU.  Nay,  rather,  God  forbid! 
that  God  whom  we  serve  in  spirit  and  in  truth !  that  we 
ahonld  ever  be  pranpted  by  the  mere  caprice  of  onr  own 
will,  to  enter  into  oontmeny  with  any  one  on  onanpoB- 
tanl  matters  in  religion ;  and  so  be  led  to  treat  that  whidi 
is  in  itself  inslgniflcant,  as  of  the  greatest  moment;  or  that 
we  should  have  pleasure  in  seeking  to  split  hairs,  and  bran- 
dish the  weapoiw  of  contention  lor  the  mere  pnrpoM  iof 
dispntation  and  strife*  For  it  ia  the  peculiar  leatnre'«l  n 
truly  Christian  mind  to  be  affected  only  by  those  things 
which  are  deeply  momentous  and  serious  ;  neither  will  the 
mere  prudent  man  allow  hiniMlf  to  be  >easily  drawn  into 
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a  ff^ntPffi  for  a  vain  and  empty  shadow ;  while  on  the  part  of 
tlie  devout  and  piooty  there  will  be  the  avoideacey  as  far  aa 
poaaiUe,  of  all  oecaaioii  of  contaDtion  and  diacord  i  while  to 
dispute  about  points  that  are  unessential  to  our  salvaUon, 
only  belongs  to  a  mind  governed  by  rashness  and  folly. 

Deeply  impreased  with  these  sentiments^  we  think  the 
treatiMiit  we  have  met  with,  in  being  held  np  to  receive  the 
biand  of  publie  odium  and  repioaeh»  aa  nnjnat  in  thoae  who 
have  manifusk'd  il,  as  it  has  been  unmerited  in  us  who  have 
been  subject  to  it.  But  all  this  proves  to  us  the  diihculty 
and  danger  of  endeavouring  to  ren^ove  existing  evils,  or  to 
expoae  eironeona  opiaiona,  the  more  eapecially  when  they 
have  received  the  aanctionof  anthoiity,  and  the  support  of 
distinguished  names. 

**  Did  we  need  proof  of  this,  we  have  only  to  reier  to  the 
leault  of  our  efforta.  For  from  the  moment  we  made  the 
attempt,  there  have  caged  againat  na,  if  I  may  nae  ao  harah 
a  phrase,  the  most  violent  passions;  and  we  have  been  treat- 
ed as  the  a\  owed  enemies  of  the  Reformation,  opponents 
of  the  truth,  disturbera  of  the  publio  tranquillity^  tiaitora  to 
onr  country^  and  the  patrcma  and  advooatea  of  eveiy  apeetea 
of  heresy ;  whilst  the  moat  malignant  ealnandea  and  fonleat 
reproaches  have  been  made  use  of,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
volving us  in  infamy  and  disgrace.  Hence  our  character 
and  reputation  have  alike  been  aaaailed  both  from  the  pulpit 
and  the  pMaa,  and  by  baae  and  frJae  reporta  we  have  been 
vepreaented  as  the  moat  vile  and  onworthy  persons,  ao  that 
we  may  adupt  the  language  of  ^e  apostle,  and  say,  that  we 
have  become  ire^^i/nffca  xai  %aOaffA»  tmt  lurfmVf  the  JiUh  aud 

99emrmg  ^  the  worid^  To  attempt  to  prove  the  conectneaa 
of  ihb  .tirt«ne|rt  te  iiiinec<>MH7,  •be.  th« 

against  us,  during  the  last  ten  years,  in  the  face  of  heaven 
.    and  in  the  sight  of  the  whole  United  Provinces,  place  its 
truth  beyond  a  doubt.    The  facts  thus  alluded  to  are  ao 
nolonoiiay  that  it  ia  uttedy  impoaaible  ibr  any  pemon  to  be 
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ignofsnt  of  them : — nay,  the  very  walls  of  our  churches, — 
the  pews,  the  pulpits,  and  the  aisles, — the  public  places  of 
moTt,  the  narketa,  the  streets,  and  private  assemblies, — 
not  only  dedare,  but  pfociaim  theaa  aloud,  as  every  nediaiiic 
aud  vagabond  of  the  caiiailU'  c  an  testify. 

In  the  first  instance,  suspicions  were  secretly  excited 
against  ns  through  the  mediuai  of  daik  in«miations  and 
inuendos,  which  acted  like  Idddeu  poison,  secietly  general 
ing  mistrust  and  jealousy  in  the  minds  of  those  wlio  had 
been  accustomed  to  regard  iis  only  with  confidence  and 
esteem,  l^'or  so  true  is  it,  .that  suspicion  is  the  first  poisoner 
of  friendship.  These  measures  eventnally  prepared  the  wi^ 
to  alienate  from  us  the  affections  of  those  who  formeriy  loved 
ns  as  their  own  souls.  Afterwards  we  were  more  openly 
and  publicly  attacked,  and  iliuugh  the  charges  alleged 
against  us  were  false  and  fiiroious,  yet  they  serred  to  ex- 
cite the  minds  of  men  so  violently,  that  they  seemed  to  be 
acted  upon  as  by  inflammable  matter,  till  they  were  wrought 
up  to  a  high  degree  of  rage  and  frenzy.  And  while  in  this 
state  of  initation,  the  flames  of  hatred  and  animosity  were 
fanned  to  a  still  higher  degree  by  public  discourses,  princi- 
pally composed  of  combustible  materials,  tending  to  spread 
the  fire  of  dissension  and  strife,  we  were  in  consequence 
vililietl,  .slandered,  taunted,  scofiV  and  abused  with  every 
species  of  reproach  ^  till,  the  bounds  of  courtesy,  decency, 
and  civility  being  past,  every  one  was  left  to  utter,  without 
the  least  restraint  or  hindrance,  that  which  the  dictates  oC 
his  depraved  feelings  suggested,  as  on  persons  who  had 
justly  merited  to  be  treated  as  the  victims  of  public  hatred 
and  insult.  And  J'bou,  Most  Blessed  Jesus  I  what  things 
hast  Thou  not  heard  and  seen  firom  Thy  throne^  which  have 
either  been  done  to  us,  or  laid  to  our  charge,  though  wo 
have  neither  merited  the  one,  nor  been  guilty  of  the  other  I 
How  often  have  our  sighs  and  groans  ascended  to  Thee  in 
the  heavens,  yea,  and  how  ixequently  and  ardently  have  we 
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poured  forth  our  souls  unto  Thee,  to  whom  we  are  aMuml 
our  innocencj  is  folly  known !  Wo  call  Thee  to  witness, 
Thoa  Divine  Redeemer^  and  Seeroher  of  the  heart,  who 
shalt  judge  the  liriog  and  the  dead,  whether  we  ever  gave  to 

any  one  just  cause  thus  to  load  us  with  (  aluauiy,  charge  us 
with  crime,  and  treat  us  with  contumely,  iusult,  and  injury ! 

"  Not  thai  we  make  those  statoments,  Most  Ro?era&d  and 
Leoined  Surs,  with  the  design  of  its  heing  tmdmtoody  that, 
amidst  the  general  excitement  which  has  prevailed,  all  we 
have  done  or  writteu  has  been  perfectly  faultless.  For  al- 
though we  are  fiilly  persuaded  of  the  jostice,  goodness,  and 
troth  of  oar  canse,  nevertheless,  we  know  how  diffictdt  it  is, 
when  the  mind  is  agitated  hy  storms  and  tempests,  so  to 
govern  it,  that  all  its  purposes  and  actings  may  be  sucli  as  to 
be  irec  from  defect  and  blame.  Gentlemen,  we  are  men, 
and  therefore  we  pretend  not  to  be  exempt  from  the  imper* 
lections  incident  to  oar  common  nature.  Bat  this  mneh  we 
holdlj  assert,  that  nothing  was  designed,  desiTed,  hoped,  or 
attempted  by  us,  as  justly  meriting  the  public  odium  witii 
which  we  have  been  treated. 

"  To  prevent,  therefore,  the  permanent  abidance  of  these 
revolting  opinions  in  our  churches,  and  their  conseqoent 
effects  in  operating  to  produce  disunion  amongst  us,  has 
been  the  great  object  of  all  our  solicitudes,  coimsels,  and  de- 
signs. In  this,  it  is  true,  we  have  been  o])posed  by  many. 
Nevertheless,  let  it  be  understood,  that  in  all  we  have  written, 
said,  or  done,  the  great  object  we  proposed  was  no  other  than 
that  of  defending  our  most  flourishing  church,  part  of  the 
body  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  lioly  and  Blushud  lleileemer,  from 
the  principles  of  dissension  and  disunion, — a  church  which 
was  planted  and  nurtured  at  the  expense  of  so  much  toil, 
suffering,  and  labour,  and  which  flourished  amidst  the  con* 
tentions  and  struggles  of  war, — the  agitations  of  the  republic, 
— and  the  slaughter  and  butchery  of  so  many  innocent  per- 
sons; and  was  cemented  by  the  blood  of  its  most  venerable 
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and  devoted  martyrs.  Endeared  to  us  as  it  is  by  so  many 
interestiug  e?entS|  we  endeavoured  to  prevent  its  being  dis- 
figofed  by  aaj  new  sehiimsy  or  painfiiUjr  mt  and  dmtfojedy 
wlule  jet  in  a  ataike  of  eoiiipanUS?e  tafimej.  We  Iherelbfe 
repeat  it,  that  the  attainment  of  this  objeet  has  been  the 
subject  of  all  our  prayers  and  sighs  before  Almighty  God, 
and  the  end  to  which  all  oar  anxietiee  hare  for  a  long 
tone  been  diieeted;  and  to  prevent  any  deep  and  painM 
wound  from  being  inflicted  npon  it,  we  ba^e,  in  conjimctioa 
with  the  most  heroic  of  our  coilntrvmen,  contributed  (nir 
utmost  efforts.  This  we  did  under  a  persuasion  that,  if  in- 
Bicledy  it  might  not  be  in  the  power  of  Hippoentes  himself 
to  heal  it,  mneh  leae  an  j  of  his  moat  &voured  Mlowem. 
For  the  history  of  events,  whether  relating  to  past  or  modem 
times,  teaches  us,  that  a  wound,  though  produced  by  a  trifling 
canse,  and  only  slight  in  its  character,  may  nevertheless  be 
eztiemely  difllcnlt  to  eare;  while  the  greater  delay  in  the 
application  of  the  remedy  renders  the  case  more  dangeraue, 
and,  if  cured  at  all,  it  leaves  behind  an  indelible  and  un- 
sightly scar. 

^  Therefore,  to  prevent  this  evil,  we  frequently  petitioned 
our  govemora,  entreating  their  High  Mi^tinesies  to  con- 
deacend  to  adopt  one  of  tbe  three  follownig  measures; 

namely, — that  a  synod  sliould  be  convoked  accordincf  to  the 
provisions  appointed  by  the  states;  but  if  this  did  not  ap- 
pear digible,  on  account  of  the  recent  and  greatly  agitated 
atate  of  the  pubfic  mind,  by  which  its  judgment  was  waiped, 
audits  decinons  vitiated,  in  that  case  we  proposed  that 
mutual  tohralion  should  be  established,  and  that  each  person 
should  be  allowed  undisturbed  to  maintain  his  own  senti- 
ments on  the  disputed  points;  it  being  distinctly  understood, 
tiiat  when  stating  his  views  upon  them,  he  should  not  over^ 
step  the  bounds  of  sobriety,  modesty,  and  piety ;  and  that 
matters  sbunld  be  sullered  to  remain  in  this  slate  until  some 
Other  means  was  appointed  to  meet  the  exigeacy  of  the  times; 
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and,  filially,  if  neither  of  tbe  above  measures  was  found  prac- 
ticable, and  the  peace  and  safety  of  our  country  could  not 
be  preserved  but  by  our  ceasing  to  be  considered  as  author- 
iaed  paatoia  d  tlie  atate,  we  deelared  our  wlUingiieaa  to 
•nbniit  to  aa  e^ct  that  nng^t  require  ns  to  rollnqtnsh  the 
functions  of  our  ollices,  and  the  churches  where  wchad  min- 
istered, and  to  provide  for  ourselves  in  the  best  way  we  could. 
For  we  had  nmoh  rather  secure  the  peace  and  weliaie  of  our 
comtxy  hy  being  penonally  aabiect  to  sacrifices  and  anffer- 
iiigSy  than  injure  its  inteietta  and  prosperit} ,  by  mahitalmiig 
our  right  to  officiale  in  its  pulpits  and  sancluaries.  And  we 
appeal  to  you,  Most  Honourable  Gentlemen^  Reverend  and 
Learned  BrethfeOy  whether  any  thing,  in  our  circnmatancei^ 
could  have  been  propoaod  moie  equitable,  honourable^  and 
dHaisterested.  That  we  should  abandon  our  sentimenta, 
or  disa\  on  the  profession  of  them,  our  consciences  would 
not  permit.  To  desist  £rom  tbe  discbarge  of  our  public 
auniatry,  unlndden  by  our  auperiora,  would  be  to  merit  the 
bvand  of  beiiig  deaerteia  and  mercenaiy  hirelinga. 

**The  calling  of  a  synod  was  opposed  by  those  who  reject- 
ed  the  clause  of  the  resolution  of  the  States,  directing  the 
examination  and  revialon  of  the  Confeaaion  and  Catechism. 
What  then  could  be  done,  but  that  we  should  adriae  the 
appointment  of  mutual  toleration  ?   As  to  the  aasertiona  of 

those  who  maintain  that  a  syuod  might  long  since  have  been 
assembled  but  for  our  opposition,  we  aver  that  they  slander 
ua,  and  do  us  great  injustice.  On  the  eontraiy,  we  not  only 
cheevlUly  eoncunred  with,  but  recommended  the  decree  of 
the  States  of  Holland  and  West  Friesland,  and  also  that  of 
the  States  General  on  this  subject ;  and  noihing  would  have 
been  more  agreeable  to  our  views  and  wishes,  than  the 
convocation  of  a  synod  according  to  the  letter  of  these 
resolutions;  while  the  period  chosen  for  its  assembling 
was  of  all  others  the  most  opportune,  in  as  much  as  the 
minds  of  men  were  not  then  excited  by  contentions  and 
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dispntesy  nor  tbeir  judgments  influenced,  beyond  that  of 
contemplating  the  points  in  debate  as  mere  matters  of 
private  opinion.  Neither  had  any  secession  taken  place  on 
account  of  them.  No  alienation  of  affection  existed  in  one 
person  against  another,  on  aoconnt  of  their  diflering  in  opin- 
ion on  these  subjects.  But  at  this  period  there  were,  indi* 
viduals  who,  according  to  our  judgments,  without  any  justi- 
£able  reasons,  objected  and  threw  impediments  in  the  way 
of  the  meeting  of  this  synod.  Nothing  was  left  to  usi  theo, 
but  to  urge  the  adoption  of  a  plan  for  nmUial  toleration, 
which  we  think  ought  to  ha\  e  been  conceded,  not  in  the 
least  doubting  that  when  the  feverish  excitement  of  meu's 
minds  occasioned  by  contentions  had  begim  to  subside,  and 
the  attendant  angiy  feeling  was  allayed  by  the  melioxatiDg  in. 
flnence  of  time,  that  then  peace  and  amity  would  be  restored. 
Of  the  possibility  of  iiUaiuiug  so  desirable  an  object  we 
were  fully  convinced,  not  only  from  the  example  of  distin- 
gushed  persons,  but  also  of  whole  churches,  who  presorred 
unimpaired  the  bonds  of  fellowship  and  Christian  Inotfaer* 
hood,  although  they  allowed  a  diversity  of  opinion  not  mere- 
ly on  the  points  now  in  dispute,  but  likewise  on  various 
Others.  And  instead  of  such  forbearance  and  toleration 
being  injurious  to  these  churchesi  they  were  found  greatly 
to  contribute  to  thdr  peace  and  prosperity.  In  proof  of  the 
correctness  of  this  statement,  we  may  refer  not  only  to  the 
conduct  of  Theodoie  Beza  towards  James  Andrew,  but  also 
to  that  of  our  own  churches,  which  have  held  out  the  tes^ 
serOf  or  right  hand  of  fellowshipi  to  those  of  the  Lutheran 
communion.  And,  finally,  we  may  add,  in  Tindication  of 
such  a  measure,  the  authority  of  the  opinion  of  bis  most 
gracious  majesty,  the  Kuig  ol  Great  Britain,  who  urged  the 
adoption  of  it,  while  the  united  voices  aud  advice  of  the  most 
eminent  theologians  and  doctors  of  our  own  time  were  equal* 
ly  in  fiiTour  of  it  But  all  our  attempts  to  obtain  mutual 
toleration  not  only  failed,  but  what  is  still  more  singular 
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that  in  the  degree  weeodeaToared  to  induce  men  to  cultiTato 
the  spirit  of  forbeamnce  and  biotlierly  charity,  in  that  same 
degree  they  became  more  violent  in  opposing  it.  Indeed, 

there  were  certain  persons  who  carried  their  opposition  to 
it  so  far,  as  to  show  it  in  seditious  harangues,  violent 
addxeeaea  iirom  the  pnlpity  and  inflammatoiy  publicationa 
from  the  presB,  all  designed  to  act  on  tlie  public  mind,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  indisposing  men  to  form  a  correct  view  of  the 
principles  of  this  toleration  ;  while  they  insinuated  that  the 
Hemonstrants  only  intended  to  use  it  as  a  »;«^aa-K,  or  a  pre- 
text which  was  to  veil  their  coyert  designs,  and  serre  as 
a  jhnnm^  OT  dinming  medium,  to  daricen  die  vision,  and 
hide  from  the  less  keen-sighted  the  base  designs  which  were 
shaded  uikIlt  tliis  covering,  and  which  tliey  ultimately  in- 
tended to  accomplish.  And  to  give  greater  weight  to  these 
misrepresentalions,  they  asserted  that  the  Bemonstianta 
acted  the  part  of  certain  statesmen,  who  to  effect  their  ob- 
ject adapt  their  opinions  and  actings  to  the  changing 
aspect  of  the  times ;  and  that  in  the  government  of  their 
consciences  they  had  rendered  them  so  pliant  as  to  be  able 
to  accommodate  them  to  theur  purpose,  as  the  mariner  can 
alter  end  veer  round  his  sails  to  every  shifking  wind ; — a 
charge  so  base  and  atrocious  manifests  the  malignity  and 
wickt'diiess  of  those  wlio  could  invent  it,  while  we  challenge 
our  enemies  to  point  out  any  thing  in  our  conduct  that  can 
luniiab  them  with  the  slightest  reasons  for  such  an  accuser 
lion. 

"  Such  measures  acted,  as  we  are  wont  to  say,  like  oil 
upon  lire,  and  knidled  the  flames  of  contention  to  the  high- 
eat  degree,  so  that  persons  who  had  hitherto  been  neutral 
and  untainted  by  party  feeling,  were  now  excited  by  jeal- 
ousy, and  subsequently  became  so  alienated  from  us,  that 
all  our  efforts  to  prevent  their  being  hurried  into  open 
schism  were  ineifectual,  which  when  once  it  had  taken  place, 
acted  like  a  signal  to  others,  who  becoming  similarly  ex- 
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cited,  produced  an  almost  universal  and  biinultaneons  move- 
mmA,  which  in  ipile  of  all  the  «ibrto  nuMb  nm  o£  bj  tbe 
gofcanneiBty  to  pv0?0nt  disMOium  md  pnoBoto  tho  p6MS6  of 
our  eoontry,  spread  raptdlj  ilmiugb  the  cities,  towng,  wmA 
villages.  Amidst  ihvsa  commolions,  the  perilous  moRt  in- 
tent upon  creatiog  them,  being  desirous  of  showing  that  the 
agitatkMtwai  not  the  mull  of  apkn  adopted  by  iiiuaAii> 
ootid  penaD%  imrited  tke  pnacipal  ladiTidoab  in  isost  of 
iJbiB  provincev  to  anoeiale,  nd  givB  their  oomteoiuieo  tn 
thcisC  schisms,  and  thui  tby  impress  ihc  stamp  of  legitimacy 
on  SQch  unnatural  productions.  And  we  wish  it  to  be  un- 
testood  hy  this  synods  that  tlisae  unhnrfid  anoeiiionB 
in  wlttdi  tho  spirit  of  ichinn  and  dinmoB  w  as  ehertslMd 
were  patrantEed  hy  Urn  elmgy,  wb»  in  no  small  nwheis 
pledged  themselves  to  promote,  as  lar  as  possible,  secessions 
from  the  church,  on  the  alleged  ground  that  the  doctrines  of 
the  Rettonstnnts  were  all  and  each  of  them  opposed  to  the 
dictate  of  tnth,  prejudieiatl  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  dos- 
tmotire  to  piety  and  genuino  peace  of  oooseience.  And  aM 
this  was  done,  sirs,  with  a  declared  expectation  tliat  suck 
measures  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  geuexal  consent  and 
appforal  of  this  national  synod. 

That  these  proceedings  did  not  originato  with  tlw  people^ 
was  unnecessary  for  the  parties  to  attempt  to  prove.  For 
when  was  it  ever  known  that  tlie  mobile  pulsus  undertook 
any  measureS|  either  for  pfodocing  commotions^  or  offset* 
ing  important  cdtanges,  unless  excited  by  some  governing 
minds,  and  directed  by  the  inflnenco  and  anilHmty  of  some 
distiDgiiishcd  names,  it  being  hke  the  sea  whose  waters 
remain  placid  and  calm,  till  agitated  and  tossed  by  the 
violence  of  tempestuous  winds?  Neither  were  the  cifcum* 
stances  which  aceooqminod  such  a  stols  of  thingSi  of  that 
diaracter  as  to  ollaw  of  deabt  on  the  subject^  fai  aa  Mudi 
as  there  were  certain  persons  eminent  in  station  and  lullu- 
ence,  who,  while  Ihey  pretended  to  admit  that  such  measures 
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were  illegal  and  injiihousy  and  highly  displeasing  to  them, 
yet  never  once  publicly  manifested  this  displeasure  against 
Uie  airthoTsandpfoinoCertof  tbeseseeeasiona;  while  others 
plnninig  themselves  eo  their  sagacHy,  were  detertnined  to 

8€clf  a  pretext  for  their  approval  of  these  proceedings,  and 
soon  invented  one  .as  an  apology  for  their  conduct  This 
wflAelfecled  by  their  professing  to  have  dtscoveved,  thal^ 
under  the  points  embraced  by  the  Remonstrants^  there  were 
veiled  horrible  and  damnable  dogmas,  which  being  joined 
with  enors  tliat  had  formerly  acritated  the  church,  were  about 
to  be  levived  under  a  new  form,  and  would,  with  every  other 
fpeeies  of  heresy  which  had  been  exploded,  most  certainly 
bo  advanced  and  sophistieally  deibnded. 

**In  consequence  of  these  declarations  an  inquisitorial 
spirii  awoke,  and  a  species  of  vigilant  scrutiny  was  adopted, 
under  which  was  noticed  and  criticised  every  word  and  ex- 
pression we  uttered.  Nay,  so  ihr  was  tins  carried,  that  tribu- 
nals were  institnted,  where  not  only  our  words, 'but  the  very 
letters  and  syllables  of  which  they  were  composed,  with  the 
intonations  of  our  voices,  were  subject  to  animadversiony 
vtMki  the  least  departore  in  controversy  firom  the  usual 
phraseology  became  an  occasion  of  suspicion,  it  bdng  as- 
serted that  under  such  deviations  were  hidden  embiyo  errors, 
luikinj^  as  serpents  and  oilier  reptiles  are  wont  to  do  under 
stones.  Not  only  so,  but  our  private  conversatiiMis  or  public 
communications  were  sifted,  and  fh>m  these  were  collected 
words  and  expressions,  which  in  their  single  and  separate 
state  were  light  and  trivial,  but  by  being  seen  in  a  collected 
form  were  made  to  appear  important  and  deserving?  nf  ii  ten- 
tioxi.  Thus,  in  whatever  way  the  Remonstrants  acted,  they 
were  made  the  objects  of  suspicion  and  mistrust  Were  they 
si]ent?^this  was  said  to  be  the  resnlt  of  that  canning  which 
was  fostering  some  dark  and  dangerous  design.  Were  they 
open  and  frank? — then  they  were  branded  with  being  inso- 
lent and  contumaciotis,  while  all  they  said  and  did  was  ex- 
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aggcraled  aud  held  up  to  public  view  under  the  stroDgei»t 
colourings  of  hyperbole. 

^^GentlMDeD,  we  m  not  calling  upon  yon  to  advil  Uie 
truUi  of  these  declaxations  upon  our  baio  word,  but  we  wish 
to  direct  your  attention  to  a  late  publication,  entilied,  A 
specimen  of  Ihe  controversies  of  the  Low  Countries^  and 
especially  to  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  Remoa- 
•lianta;  and  unleaa  we  are  greatly  miatatea^  yoa  will  concur 
in  what  we  bare  asaerted,  while  we  are  fblly  perswaded  that 
a  future  period  will  place  the  correctness  of  our  statements 
still  more  fully  beyond  the  shadow  of  doubt. 

«In  the  mean  time  we  beg  leave  to  asanre  yon,  Gendemeny 
that  the  Taiioqs  chargea  alleged  againat  U8»  and  enbihited 
with  so  mnch  colouring  and  sophistiy,  are  founded  on  false- 
hood and  misrepresentation ;  and  we  are  bold  to  assert  that 
if  you  will  read  and  closely  investigate  all  or  any  of  our 
writings^  there  will  no  where  be  found  in  them  any  just  oc- 
casion for  the  biUer  calumnies  and  accusations  brou^t 
against  us.  For  who,  indeed,  amongst  us  has  eyer  touched 
in  the  bligbtest  manner  the  aKpaOma,  or  essentials  ui  Chris- 
tianity, much  less  attempted  to  undennine  and  subvert  themi 
And  we  declare  that  we  will  not  yield  to  any  of  your  Bev- 
erencesy  in  decided  attachment  and  devotion  to  all  those 
points  upon  which  the  church  is  universally  agreed.  And 
that  you  may  know  (he  tnie,  though  not  the  alleged  ground  of 
these  charges  against  us,  we  say,  that  it  is  no  other  than  that 
of  our  not  imitating  the  conduct  of  some^  who^  we  think,  have 
presumptuously  spoken  on  some  of  the  mysteries  of  Divine 
Revelation,  in  a  way  that  shows  that  they  have  forgotten 
that  secret  things  belong  to  God.  And  the  reason  of  our 
thus  acting  is,  from  a  persuasion  that  he  has  taken  the  sato 
course,  who^  wlien  treating  of  the  deep  mysteries  of  our 
Holy  Religion,  has  cherished  a  spirit  of  modesty  and  diffi* 
deuce,  and  admitted  that  there  are  certain  points  of  truth  in 
theology,  which  are  to  be  acknowledged  as  placed  above  our 
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comprebensioiiy  and  therefore  to  be  received  as  matters  of 
ftith,  and  not  of  apecidation ;  and  when  tfealed  upoD,  should 
be  repTcacnted,  as  fior  as  possible,  in  the  words  and  terms  of 
Scripture.  And  \\  c  have  been  led  to  iho  adoption  of  these 
sentiments,  and  a  corresponding  practice,  irom  a  conviction 
founded  upon  obserrationi  that  the  descent  towards  enor  be- 
coBMB  more  rapid,  the  nearer  that  speculation  approaches  to 
tlMBe  ahstrose  and  sacred  mysteries;  and  that  a  singile  trip  in 
the  down^N  ai  d  course  frequently  becomes  the  occasion  of  the 
mind  being  hurried  into  the  reception  of  the  most  fatal  errors. 
We  have,  therefore,  studiously  avoided  entering  into  dis- 
putations on  these  Telled  and  pfofound  subjects,  being  fully 
penuaded  that  in  aU  points  of  tins  hind,  it  is  mnch  the  safer 
way  to  admit  them  as  matters  of  implicit  belief,  than  to  in- 
troduce them  as  topics  for  discussion  and  de^ition;  and 
that  they  are  never  to  be  iq^proached  but  with  mingled  feel- 
ings of  rerefsnce  and  humility;  and  to  be  touched,  as  we 
aore  wontto  say,  only  with  untainted  and  hallowed  hands. 
Yea  more,  the  moment  any  thing  is  appended  >)y  way  of  or- 
nament to  the  native  majesty  and  dignity  of  these  sublime 
mysteries,  their  ine&blo  glory  and  beauty  are  shaded  by 
mek  colourings  and  decomtioos  of  human  contrivance; 
proving,  that  to  appear  in  all  their  commanding  fealnres, 
they  must  be  allowed  to  stand  forth  in  the  sublime  sim- 
plicity of  their  own  native  dignity,  unaccompanied  by  man's 
ittventions  and  additions.  Where  such  a  course  is  not 
porsiied,  and  persons  are  disposed  to  deal  in  definitions 
and  descriptions  on  these  subjects,  it  is  custoinary  for  them 
to  call  in  the  aid  of  reason  in  accomplishing  their  purposes, 
which,  in  return  for  the  assistance  she  afibida,  demands  that 
no  point  shall  he  admitted  as  true,  till  examined  at  her 
tribunal,  where  she  asserts  that  that  akme  is  worthy  of 
credence,  which  can  be  maintained  according  to  her 
decisions.  Hence  have  sprung  all  the  vast  and  varied 
qnestloiis  in  relation  to  these  deep  sabiects,  forming  at  once 
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a  sLraiige  medley  of  rashness,  incredulity,  and  impiety,  on 
which  if  ail  individual  dare  to  venture,  he  ought  to  know 
Uiathe  doM  itaithe  viik  of  bohsgbomo  domlfae  MtMuii  ni 
■pftcnlitioB,  amidst  loclcfly  w]iiilpoolf»  guUii  ind  qidckanidt) 
where  he  will  m6st  likely  suffer  tiie  wreck  of  that  bending 
awe  and  liallowed  simplicity,  necessary  to  maintain  unim- 
paired the  spirit  of  humble  reliance  ami  religious  deirotioa. 

"  Oa  othflr  tt^^nes  whm  the  mealiik  of  fdigion  are  mat 
iBFolvedy  greater  latitude  of  aimtiiait  and  c«pieaaien  aie 
allowed,  as  is  evident  from  the  rules  and  practice  adopted 
in  our  universities,  and  other  public  institutions  for  learn- 
ing, where  such  points  are  debated  to  the  utmost  nice^. 
On  these  snljecta,  it  ia  well  knevn  the  learned  have  al- 
wi^a  held  a  Tariety  of  opimeM,  a  circvinataace  whieh  waa 
never  supposed  to  endanger  Uicir  salvtiliun.  And  to  at- 
tempt to  fix  a  standard  of  judgment  in  such  cases,  and 
firame  a  vge^M  of  voca^Hikiy,  by  which  eteiy  weid  and 
phiaae  aie  to  be  ngnlatedy  ia  to  foige  bonds  and  Mtm  Ibr 
the  uiad,  to  which  it  is  imposiible  that  it  shonld  enbnrit; 
while  lliaL  diversity  of  opinion  on  un(;ssential  points  allowed 
in  the  church  is  opposed  to  it.  Besides^  such  a  system  of 
lestiiction  aa  raqniies  implieii  deteenoe  to  the  diduM  of 
othefa»  would  render  troth  itself  vapid  and  insipid,  by  dee- 
troy  in  g  that  ▼ividnees  of  feeling  ever  attsndant  on  an  ardent 
and  uuresli  ained  pursuit  of  knowledge.  We  have  therefore 
always  maintained,  that  a  degree  of  latitude  in  discussion 
»ay  be  allowed,  both  as  to  sentiment  and  mode  of  onfigsa' 
simi,  where  the  essentials  of  troth  are  not  in  question* 

Neither,  indeed,  can  we  hide  it  from  ourselves,  that  the 
happy  period  never  yet  existed,  in  which  there  was  unifor- 
mity of  opinion  amongst  men  on  every  point  of  doctrine^ 
If  we  go  to  the  infimoy  of  the  Chnettan  choroh,  and  tnm 
thence  pass  to  the  blessed  thnss  of  the  early  Miets,  down 
to  QUI  own  age,  the  history  of  these  various  periods  will 
prove,  that  tfaiougboot  the  whole  of  them,  a  diversity  of 
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judgmoDt  was  not  only  maintained,  but  also  the  liberty  of 
stating  and  defendu^  opposite  sentimoots  was  folly  re* 
oogMMd;  St  bnag  adwitted  tbaft  Ihe  eMeke  of  JNMh  m 
pfivSegs  WIS  hj  no  mean  dBtriineaiid  to  OfarMaB  MlMr- 

ship,  and  the  welfare  oi  the  church.  And  so  far  was  the 
zight  oi  private  judgmfiot  aaserted  and  acted  upon  by  the 
■icients,  that  there  was  scmredy  a  angle  point  of  dootrint 
ott  wMek  they  did  not  dUhtt  finom  each  odi«iv  frae^ 
eirta  that  dUftjaieo.  But  ittsnotaooaisarf  that  waahonld 
go  to  such  remote  times  to  justify  our  statements,  while 
the  piacticaa  of  the  churches  of  jbugland,  f  nince,  and  Ger« 
flMjt  M  thofo  «f  our  om  ooamiy,  and  ofahnoat  ofoiy 
othar^araSadttoetpniof af thecaixeatnaiaoflfaaaii.  Andwa 
may  boldly  demand  of  this  august  aaaaaUy,  to  point  out  the 
place  or  spot  in  Cliribteudom,  where  perfect  uniloiiiiily  of 
thinking  has  obtained.  And  whsii  we  take  into  the  account 
the  diranilj  in  the  eapac^y  ^mta^  muiday  tho  varialy  oi 
aubjecta  whidh  cobm  naderthair  inspection,  with  the  abttmio 
character  of  some  of  them,  and  the  difference  of  medituns 
through  which  they  are  contemplated ;  we  say,  that  to  en- 
}  deavoar  to  teoa  men  into  pai£ect  unanimity  nwiar  sooh  cif* 
•  mmiif  air  a%  ia  as  Haradean  and  hapeleas  a  tJtAt  ^  that 
'  of  Nero  to  cot  a  pasaago  thnngh  the  IsthaMis  of  Cerindi*  • 
Ilence  we  cau  but  concur  in  the  scnliuieiiU  of  the  illustrious 
and  learned  Para^us,  when  he  states,  ^  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  aoaient  h6nme%  aa  wedX  aa  tim  pfcaant  diaaanaiona  in 
the  elnidh,  may  be  attiilmtad  chiady  to  the  ciramiataaoa 
of  oonncils,  bishops,  and  doetofs  haring  obtmded  npoii  tho 
conscicuces  of  ihe  people,  w  ithout  distinction,  the  doctrines 
of  the  schools,  and  the  dogmas  of  the  imiversities,  as  articles 
of  tho  Chiiaiiaii  fdth,  dadanng  the  admimjan  of  tbam  to  ba 
abaolntelyaeoaasary  to  salTation;  with  a  perdnadotts  laa- 
dtness  to  find  occasion  to  brand  as  heretical  the  slightest 
deviation  from  the  usually  recei?ed  mode  of  interpreting 
achpture.' 


Digitized  by  Google 


804 


CHAPTSB  X. 


"These  measures  would  necessarily  be  followed  by  con- 
sequences such  as  had  been  stated,  under  similar  cireusfr- 
flCaaees^  by  Hikcy  to  the  Emperor  Coostnutine;  wnoelyy 
that  when  persons  begin  to  conlend  about  words^ — to  daSEat 
about  names,— -debate  on  ambiguous  terms, — fiercely  dispute 
conceruiDg  auihority, — and  perpetually  seek  occasion  for 
stiifey  and  yet  urge  the  necessity  of  uniformity,  each  begins 
to  anathematise  the  other,  while  Cfariat  ia  fonaken  by  alL 
Bererend  and  Learned  8irs,  we  state  these  pMicnlara, 

in  order  that  you  may  luulcrstancl,  how  imjustly  we  have 
been  suspected  of  intending  to  overturn  the  present  order  of 
things  in  the  chnxoh,  and  to  introduee  a  strange  medky  iaio 
religion ;  and  that  by  aooh  means  we  soQght  to  bring  a  kind 
of  theology  into  our  pulpits  and  nniTersities,  maiked  with 
the  characters  of  Pyrrlionisin  and  latitudinarianism  ;  yea, 
and  that  under  the  pretence  of  securing  the  right  of  private 
judgment  and  the  liberty  of  propheqing,  we  pwposed  to 
establish  a  species  of  unrestrained  freedom,  through  whieh 
we  should  be  at  liberty  to  follow  the  capriee  of  our  own 
imaginations,  and  to  teach  whatever  we  pleased,  wiiliout  the 
least  check  or  restraint.  Gentlemen,  beUcve  us,  wc  never 
dengned,  sou^t,  or  wished  any  thing  Hhe  this,  bat  only 
*  desired  that  liberty  whidi  forms  the  golden  medium  between 
a  state  of  slavery  and  licentiousness.  For  as,  on  the  one 
hand,  we  are  not  of  those  who  are  hckle  and  wavering,  and 
on  every  trifling  occasion  given  to  change;  netdier  can 
we,  on  the  other,  forbear  testifying  our  diaa|iprobataon  of 
those  who  basely  and  senrilely  submit  their  thinkings  to  the 
judgment  of  others,  to  whose  opinions,  in  all  things,  they 
pertinaciously  adhere  like  leeches,  and  consider  the  deviation 
of  a  hair's  breadth  from  the  sentiments  of  those  whom  they 
have  made  their  oracles,  as  the  sin  of  schism,  or  an  evil  of 
such  magnitude,  the  guilt  of  wMch  is  not  to  be  expiated. 
Such  persons  undoubtedly  evince  their  wisdom  in  thus  im- 
pliciily  following  the  decisions  of  others,  because  they  are 
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usually  incapable  of  fonning  an  opimon  of  iheir  own,  and 
thenlSm  an  like  oxeii  and  bean»  which  are  lad  fay  the  noae 
«l  the  will  and  pleaam  of  thm  maateia. 
^  Snataiaed  by  a  convietioD  of  the  purity  of  our  motives, 

tbe  justice  of  our  cause,  and  the  approval  of  our  consciences, 
we  have  hitherto  borne  up  agsuoat  every  sort  of  iajmy 
and  calmBtty  to  whioh  we  have  been  aolject)  aeting  npan 
the  maxim  of  Angoaline,  that  where  conaeienee  k  aatiafiedj 
it  is  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  satisfy  calumny. 

''The  attitude  we  thus  assume  on  this  occasion  is  the  result 
i  of  thiaccNiaeiousness  of  rectitude  in  motive  and  purpose  in  all 
I  ooractinga;  and|  therefore,  anpported  by  aeeh  a  atale  of  nundy 
we  readily,  and  without  hathig  been  cited,  repaired  aoaae 
days  since  to  this  place,  ll  is  true,  as  to  mysc  If,  I  appear 
in  this  assembly  in  obedience  to  the  commands  oi  those, 
whoae  authority  to  acknowledge  ia  held  by  me  aa  a  aacred 
doty.  But  whether  we  are  to  be  considered  on  thia  occa- 
aion  in  the  character  of  cited  persons,  or  otherwise,  shall  not 
be  debated  by  me  at  present,  it  being  of  little  impoitaTice, 
provided  that  in  the  business  to  be  determined  upon,  there 
ia  evinced  by  thia  aaaenbly  that  fidelity  in  the  diacharge  of 
its  high  ftmctionay  whidi  becomes  those  who  in  judging  on 
such  momentous  mattm  show  that  they  are  guided  rather 
l)y  the  desire  of  vindicating  truth,  than  of  obtaining  a  vic- 
tory, And,  Gentlemen,  we  cannot  reJ&aia  asseriiug,  that 
the  presence  of  so  many  renowned  and  learned  foreigners 
from  almost  erery  part  of  Christendom,  has  not  a  little  con- 
tributed thus  to  emb<Men  and  inspire  us  with  the  hope  of 
a  favourable  result  to  our  cause  and  interests.  The  princi- 
pal reason  for  our  cheiiahing  this  hope  is,  the  persuasion 
that  such  penons  are  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  esamtnar- 
tkm  of  the  mattera  in  dispute  between  us  and  our  opponents, 
with  more  calmness  of  spirit,  benignity  of  temper,  and  ex- 
emption from  party  prejudice  and  interest,  than  those  who 
have  allowed  themsel?es  to  be  precipitately  honied  by  their 
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feelings  so  far,  as  to  proceed  in  contempt  of  ali  aotbonl^ 
wad  withoat  my  pncedent  or  acdewirticail  ^u^'immm^  |o 
erase  our  names  from  tbcir  dnnckboaka ;  and  wira,  span 
own  antlioritT,  haire  pymtad  and  cliiririMid  an  open 
achism  and  separatiuii  from  uh, 

"  Under  these  circumstances  need  we  say  to  yon,  Gentle* 
mm  Fonilgnen»  bat  Biodier  CknalmmaMMi  MiiwitfW,  iSm 
audi  peBBOBs  am  not  aa  capable  of  mimmg  iato  tbe  Mitan 
before  them,  as  tboae  who  hare  stood  remote  from  the 
scene  of  contest  and  excitement.  For  in  the  very  natnre  of 
things,  he  who  has  committed  htmsd/  upon  any  point  at 
iaiiie  detwaeD  oontandiDg  pafftiaa»  ao  aa  pahlieljr  to  daclani 
bis  judgmant  on  one  sido  of  tbe  quealMMiy  belm  tbe  whida 
merits  of  the  case  have  been  examined,  certainly  cannot 
come  into  court  as  a  competent  judge.  Nevertheless,  be  it 
known  onto  yon,  Irftamad  GrentlMen,  that  theio  are  sooia 
who  ue  bene  to  ait  aa  our  jodgesy  who  baivo  aapooaed  oav< 
tain  opinions  whidi  tbey  deem  aaered,  and  lefiiae  to  bold 
communion  with  others  who  may  in  tlie  slightest  uiauuer 
depart  from  them.  I  put  it,  then,  to  you^  to  say,  whether 
theae  penons  can  be  aqnitabie  judgaa,  w^o  are  Uuia  ^Iber 
tbe  alttvea  of  their  own  opiniiNia»  cr  of  tfaoae  vbicb  Hhej 
baire  adopted  fmm  otiMra. 

**  Being  thus  situated,  to  you  it  is.  Most  Rererend  and 
Learned  Men  and  Brethren,  that  our  hopes  are  directed  aa 
jndgea  in  our  came.  And  ainea  joa  beTo  nbieded  7001^ 
aelvea  to  ibe  inconveaianee  of  joumeykg  to  tbia  plaee^  £ir 
the  purpose  of  aiding  this  most  august  assembly  with  yow 
pnident  coimsels,  pious  suggestions,  devout  prayers,  and 
impartial  sufirages,  we  cannot  lattsm  £com  appealing  to  you 
in  all  bnmility  and  eameatneaai  beaaeebtng  ywif  by  tbe  po^ 
and  paaaum,  tbe  saffeiinga  and  deatb  of  Jeana  Ckdat,  cur 
common  Saviour  and  Divine  Redeemer,  by  all  that  is  ven- 
erable and  holy  in  that  name  by  which  you  with  ourselves 
ba?e  been  oaUed,  by  wbalaoever  ia  dear  to  yonr  own  aoaia» 
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by  all  tlio  sympathies  of  Cbmtian  brotherliood,  the  bonds 
of  holy  feUowsbip)  and  the  obligatioDS  of  mmCiud  forbear* 
ance,  that  yoa  do  not  wafSet  jomelTes,  Most  Reverend 
Brethren,  to  be  influenced  in  your  decisions  by  any  state* 
ments  made  concerning  us,  beyond  that  which  we  now  pub- 
licly and  in  yeiity  may  hereafter  profese  before  you ;  and 
eepeciallj  that  you  mold  not  take  as  the  gronnd  of  yoor 
judgment,  what  may  have  been  Uameahle  either  in  the 
writings  or  acting  of  any  private  person  amongst  us,  iu  as 
much  as  the  whole  of  us  are  not  to  be  made  responsible  for 
the  fonhs  and  defects  of  any  indiTidoaL  And  indeed  your- 
•elTeB  win  adni^  that  he  who  woold  impartially  judge  in  any 
cause,  must  not  allow  himadf  to  be  guided  by  that  which  la 
on  its  surface,  or  forms  a  mere  accident  in  the  case,  but  will 
deem  it  obligatory  upon  him,  Yigilantly  and  circomspectly 
to  esamine  the  whole  subject,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing ita  general  foaturos^  that,  by  a  comprehensive  view  of  it, 
he  may  be  enabled  to  mark  its  true  character,  with  the  scope 
and  design  of  the  parties  engaged  therein.  And  whatever 
is  foreign  to  these,  though  accidentally  associated  with 
them,  he  wiH  reject,  not  sofieiing  them  to  influence  his  msnd 
in  the  deciiion  to  which  he  shall  come. 

**Thc  whole  that  we  have  professed  and  declared,  and  to 
which  we  would  especially  direct  your  attention,  may  be 
compendiously  summed  up  under  three  heads. 

In  the  first  fdace,  we  Unmhly  ccnfesa  thai  we  haere  eii- 
deaTonred  pnbliciy  to  oppose  those  peraons,  who  haive  en> 
tertained  certain  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  predestinalioii, 
and  other  doctrines  connected  with  it,  which  they  them- 
selves have  not  scrupled  to  designate  aa  Aomdo,  or  horrible, 
and  which  the  Synod  of  Geldeiland  recentiy  pronounced  as 
being, the  abominable  and  detestable  opinions  of  certain 
doctors."  Nerertheless,  thoTip^h  they  originated  with,  and 
w  ere  only  held  by  these  persons,  they  have,  however,  liad  the 
eflronteiy  to  nudatain,  tfiat  they  aie  the  true  and  genuine 
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dociriDes  of  all  oar  ehnrcbes,  and  as  such  are  to  be  received 
and  professed. 

Secondly^  that,  as  we  disapproved  from  our  veiy  soulsy 
lo  we  oooataatly  and  publidy  oppoaed  the  €aiidvct  of  those 
pmona  who,  without  the  aUfifaeat  warranty  and  antecedently 

to  any  synodical  decree  or  determination,  did  upon  ilicir 
own  authority  assert  the  expediency  and  lawfuhiess  of  sepa- 
tion  from  us,  on  account  of  what  are  called  the  Fire  Arti- 
cles maintained  by  U8»  and  who  either  virtually  adopted 
meaaniea  to  prepare  the  way  far  schisms,  or,  when  they  had 
taken  place,  either  })ublicly  advocated  or  silently  cherished 
them,  by  refiising  to  show  aoy  marks  of  disapprobation  on 
account  of  them. 

^Thirdlyi  that  we  hare  always  pondemned  the  injustice 
and  bigotry  of  those  persons,  who,  although  the  great  fun- 
damentals of  religion  were  preserved  inviolate,  have,  never- 
theksiy  been  anxious  to  suspect,  and  forward  to  brand,  as  an 
unpardonable  act  of  heresy*  the  slightest  deviation  in  the 
mode  of  lepresenting  subjects  unireiwlly  acknowledged  to  be 
nonessential,  and  hare  deemed  the  least  departure  fiom  the 
opinion  of  this  or  that  celebrated  doctor  as  an  evil  of  such 
magnitude,  as  to  render  the  subject  of  it,  if  not  altogether 
unworthy  of  Christian  communion^  yet,  at  least*  as  having 
fijvfeited  all  right  to  tatemity  and  lellowship  with  the  re- 
formed churches. 

To  these  subjects  may  be  added  another  point  of  debate 
growing  out  of  these  very  controversies,  that  is,  the  right 
and  extent  of  the  authority  of  the  Christian  magistrate  in 
ecclesiastical  affairs.  And  while  it  has  been  the  practice 
of  some  persons  to  derogate  from  his  right  of  interference 
and  judgment  in  religious  matters,  they  have,  on  the  other 
hand*  exacted  a  spedes  of  blind  submission  and  reverence 
to  all  ecclesiastical  mandates  and  decreea ;  while  we»  on  our 
part,  have  ever  been  accustomed  to  identify  with  the  office 
of  the  magistrate,  the  highest  species  of  authority  in  all 
such  affairs. 
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**  From  this  statement  will  be  seen  the  objects  wc  pro- 
posed, namely,  the  prevention  of  evils  which  wc  considered 
and  still  consider  of  sach  importance  as  to  demand  our  de- 
cided opposition*  Neither  did  we  betUeve  that  we  cqdld 
sattsly  o«r  eonsciences,  or  meet  the  ohligatioiis  imposed 
upon  us  by  our  office ,  unless  we  did,  by  every  justifiable 
etfort  within  our  power,  endeavour  to  prevent  their  baneAil 
and  destructive  influence.  For  we  consider  that  of  all  those 
cares  which  demand  the  attention  of  the  ministers  of  Jesns 
Christ,  none  are  of  greater  importance  than  the  two  follow^ 
ing.  In  the  iirst  place,  that  they  ouf^ht  most  vigilantly  to 
guard  against  any  thing  which  might  be  detrimental  to  the 
great  principles  and  reqmrementa  of  piety  and  holiness^  leat 
the  sanctity  of  the  chanu;^  of  the  ClutistiaD  Religion  should 
be  injored,  and  its  saving  inflnence  be  thereby  limited. 
And,  secondly,  to  oppose  the  spirit  of  schism  which  on 
CTeiy  trifling  diflereuce  in  opinion  would  instantly  proceed 
to  create  separations  in  the  church,  and  conseqnenfly  to 
destroy  its  peace  and  unity. 

"  Thus  to  guard  the  purity,  and  preserve  the  harmony  of 
the  church,  we  have  contended  with  all  our  might,  ever 
considering  these  as  ancilia^  or  shields  let  down  flrom  hea- 
▼eoy  in  order  to  secure  its  welfiure  and  perpetuity  ;  and  we 
are  lUUy  persuaded  that  those  measures  which  tend  to  effect 
these  objects  will  meet  with  the  approbation  and  protection 
of  our  Great  and  Common  Lord. 

Should  other  matters  of  a  grave  and  serious  character 
be  alleged  against  us  to  your  Bererences  and  Lordships^ 
we  most  earnestly  entreat  yon  to  suspend  your  judgment  on 
such  charges,  until  you  have  heard  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  then  in  giving  your  verdict  upou  the  evidence  as 
brought  before  you,  all  we  ask  is,  that  you  will  deal  unto  us, 
in  the  same  manner  as  yon  would  expect  to  be  dealt  with 
by  us,  were  yon  in  our  circumstances*  More  than  this  we 
wish  not,  and  mure  we  ask  not,  and  if  this  be  granted,  then 
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we  are  sure  that  you  will  approach  the  matters  in  debate 
with  unbiassed  and  unprejudiced  minds.  If  this  be  the 
cue,  our  being  charged  with  cxiiae  will  be  no  pcoof  lo 
yon  of  its  xeality ;  for  if  to  be  aoensed  of  wnmg  it  the  proof 
of  it»  then  who  en  be  deeland  innooent }  Fletlery, 
towards  ydu  we  hare  not  used,  and  to  court  your  esteem 
and  lav  our  we  ha?e  not  attempted^  nor,  indeed,  do  we 
intend  it,  becanee  we  axe  fhUy  aMmd  that  oar  eanae  re- 
qtnree  nol  the  aoppeit  of  any  man  thna  obtained;  whik^ 
on  the  other  hand,  so  to  gain  it  might  involve  the  sacrifice 
of  conscience,  an  evil  for  which  it  would  be  a  vain  com- 
pensatioD.  No,  SiiB^  it  is  the  favour  of  our  Snpreme  Judge 
alone  which  we  woidd  hmnbly  seeki  to  whoae  rightecwia 
tribunal  we  hnow  that  we  are 

award  we  intend  to  stand  or  fall.  These  our  public  de- 
clarations are  the  result  of  conscious  innocence,  which  if  we 
cannot  make  to  appear  to  our  enemiei,  we  at  least  hope  to 
do  to  the  mind  of  ereiy  reasonable  and  seciona  man ;  and 
therefore  we  shall  appeal  to  the  judgiiieni  and  conaciepee  of 
the  devout  and  pious  in  every  place.  In  making  iIjcsc  as- 
sertioi^s  we  are  nt^iiher  ignorant  of,  nor  unimpressed  with, 
the  fact,  that  the  awful  dajr  is  rapidly  approaching,  when 
we  abail  have  to  stand  befoce  that  God,  wIkv  as  the  Judge 
of  our  spirits,  will  bring  to  Hghi  the  hidden  seeiets  cf  the 

(xentiemen,  we  wish  you  not  to  judge  ot  oar  case  by 
the  smaUness  of  the  number  now  pm«at  to  deiend  it  One 
adrocate  is  snffieient  far  the  Tindieatioo  of  a  good  canss^ 

while  the  presence  of  a  multitude  is  not  capable  of  justifying 
a  bad  one.  And,  indeed,  we  declare  that,  if  to  the  defence 
of  ourselves  numbers  had  been  requisite  equal  to  the  forma* 
Hon  of  a  synod,  these  could  have  readily  been  found*  Nay, 
more,  we  am  iblly  satisfied,  that  did  it  become  us  as  Chrie- 
tiaiis  to  l)<>ast  of  our  number!*,  or  had  wc  been  permitted  to 
appear  with  an  equal  array  of  slrength  in  this  contest,  we 
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have  a  host  who  would  wiiliDgly  appeax  at  our  bidding. 
But  to  praFent  our  standing  id  this  assembly  in  such  an 
utpCNring  attitBds^  aod  to  tbuDW  tibe  flhade  of  inngmfieaidcy 
and  coBtMpI  over  our  chwb,  rseomie  htm  been  had  to  saeh 
tricks,  such  mancEuvres,  double  dealing,  and  abomina])le  dc- 
ceptiveness,  which,  though  I  shouhl  bhisii  to  name  them 
hm,  have,  nereithclcM,  boea  fbllj  Wftnciacd  hj  the  att- 
aeeing^  of  Qod^ 
^Thtamneh,  bow«v«r,  we  ahallnot  forbear  to  state,  that,  in 

order  to  render  our  munburs  small  and  diiniimlivc,  schisms 
and  dissensions  were  every  where  promoted  amongst  us,  and 
that  Terr  iVcquentij  by  the  intxigiiea  at  a  few  individuahk 
FaitMta,  alao^  who  were  UgUjr  esteaaBad  aad  beloved  bj  thak 
lloeka,  weie  ejected  flon  their  ehawhea,   Tbie  was  done 

prior  to  the  calling  of  ihv  provincial  synods,  iu  order  that 
they  might  be  prevented  from  votuig  in  these  assemblies. 
Othera  who  weie  appointed  to  attend  tbeas  in  the  character 
of  dap«tias»  had  obstactes  thsown  in  the  wi^  of  their  heaag 
pvesent,  hi  otder  that  those  who  mi^t  aetaaUjbe  adnritled^ 
should  only  a])pear  as  a  small  minority. 

In  proof  of  this,  take  the  case  of  Utrecht,  where  it  is 
well  kBNiWD  the  Reaaopstiaaits  were  bj^  fitr  tha  greater  iiob»> 
her,  Hviag  hi  peffeet  aodty  aad  feilowdUip  with  the  Contni^ 
RemonstrantB^  until  witbm  a  reiry  short  period  of  the  si^ 
tings  of  the  pro\  incial  synod,  when  nic^asures  were  adopted 
by  a  iew  bigoted  spirits  tu  interrapt  this  harmony,  and  who, 
hgr  creating  disssMSiis  and  sepaiattoiiSy  accoaiplished  their 
crafty  design  of  sacmng  the  letnni  ef  an  equal  number  of 
Contra- Remonstrants  to  the  National  Synod  with  that  of 
the  Remonstrants. 

But  this  is  a  matter  of  such  notoriety  as  to  require  no 
comment  from  us.  We  shall,  theiefore,  proceed  to  another 
subject  of  deep  and  painful  interest,  and  of  which  we  cannot 
avoid  complaining  beiore  ihis  assembly ;  neither,  indeed, 
shall  we  cease  to  proclaim  the  injustice  of  it  iu  the  face  of 
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tbe  wHote  woild ;  that  is  to  say,  our  being  dqsriTed  of  die 

assistance  of  those  whom  we  had  such  just  reason  to  con- 
sider as  our  leaders,  and  tbe  bearers  of  our  standards ;  and 
tbat,  too,  at  a  period,  and  under  soeh  circumstanoesy  as  be- 
speak the  deaign  of  it*  And  wben  we  allude  to  these  jtmatm, 
as  our  chiefs,  and  the  beams  of  our  eaglesy  on  whom  we  so 
much  depended  lor  the  defence  uf  our  cause,  we  beg  leave  to 
saj  that  they  were  esteemed  as  such  by  uSy  not  so  much  from 
the  important  offices  they  held  among  nS|  aa  ftom  their  pm- 
dence»  their  pietjr»  their  age,  and  their  crndition.  Should  jon 
ask  ns  when  this  took  place  ?  a  little  before!  nay,  Sirs,  the  rery 
day  previous  to  its  being  determined  that  we  should  be  sum- 
moned into  the  presence  of  this  synod !  And  thus,  at  the  very 
moment  we  were  prepared  to  stand  in  phalanx  to  defend 
oarselves  on  the  matters  in  dispute,  these  our  chieft  were 
torn  from  us.  And  what  is  the  reason  of  this  treatment  ? 
Of  this  wc  arc  ignoraut;  and  can  conceive  of  none  save  that 
which  originated  with  the  hci  of  certain  subjects  being 
about  to  be  discussed  in  this  assembly,  and  on  that  aecoont 
it  was  thought  prudent  and  safe  to  exclude  them.  And  what 
is  more,  at  the  time  we  were  summoned  before  this  synod, 
upon  matters  affecting  our  deaiest  rights  and  interests,  the 
ministers  who  were  known  to  be  attached  to  our  sentiments, 
were,  by  the  delegates  of  private  synods^  being  loaded  with 
grieirous  and  oppressive  church  censures,  torn  horn  their 
flocks,  and  discharged  from  their  pasLoiytl  duties  ;  and  this 
is  being  done  at  this  very  moment,  when  the  business  of  the 
synod  is  proceeding,  in  which  their  conduct  should  be  exp 
amined  into.  In  vindication  of  such  acts  of  cruelty  and  ior 
justice,  other  reasons  than  the  true  one  will  undoubtedly  be 

*  Among  the  perfons  heie  aUoded  to  weie  UitanbogMidt  tnd  GrevinciM- 
yivm,  who  had  been  tnspeoded  ftom  their  olBees  by  the  synods  of  South 
Hollaad  tad  Delft,  as  ii  atated  in  the  following  worki.  VtUiA.  Inmi,  U. 
m,  E»  Uitorir,  U.  ISS^en  138.  R§9emb^'§  BUI&rh  d§r  Rmmthuntm, 
deel  i.  bL  340),  841,  M,  SW. 
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mangaedf  but  we  knovr  that  whatever  may  be  the  pretended 
caaaey  tlie  real  one  U  tliat  of  their  being  attached  to  na. 
This  will  be  seen  the  more  obviously,  when  we  stale  that  all 

those  devoted  to  the  opposite  party  have  been  treated  as 
being  perfectly  blameless,  and  undeserving  the  slightest 
reprimand  or  censure. 

**  But  though  we  have  been  thus  unreasonably  treated,-* 
to  designate  it  by  no  harsher  term, — yet  we  shall  not  sufibr 
it  so  to  influence  us,  as  to  induce  us  to  give  up  our  cause,  or 
cast  away  the  weapons  of  our  defence.  And,  moreover,  we  are 
IbUy  reaolvedi  as  it  becomes  Christians!  not  to  admit  the 
tnith  of  any  setttiment»  on  the  ground  of  numbers  being  mar- 
ahalled  on  Its  side,  but  wMj  fiom  the  force  of  the  arguments 
with  which  it  is  maintained.  Scripture,  accompaiued  witli 
sound  reason  as  its  pedissequa,  or  handmaid,  shall  take  the 
adtrancad  position  with  us  in  the  contest  And  in  the  pres- 
ent instance,  we  are  bold  to  say,  that  if  attempts  be  made  to 
subdue  or  silence  us,  by  any  other  weapons  than  those  fur- 
nished by  the  authority  of  scripture  and  sound  reasoning, 
we  shall  not  recede  one  foot  from  our  position,  or  be  made 
to  admit  the  justice  of  such  proceedings ;  and  though  there 
may  be  deerees  and  decisions  fulminated  against  us,  yet 
while  we  Lave  reason  and  scripture  on  our  side,  we  shall 
stand  unmoved,  though  these  were  pronounced  by  a  tribunal 
as  august  and  imposing  as  that  of  the  ceniummH  or  the 
mtmgewU.  A  wise  man  is  not  affected  by  the  number  and 
quality  of  his  judges,  but  by  the  truth  and  equity  of  the  judg- 
ment pronounced  against  him ;  and  conscience,  which  is  es- 
pecially a  man's  own  judge,  declares  not  its  approval  or  dis* 
approval  of  the  actings  of  its  subject,  from  the  number  of 
Buffirages  which  may  acquit  or  condemn  him,  but  by  the 
weight  and  conclnsiveness  of  the  arguments  on  which  the 
decision  is  fouTided.  For  it  is  not  unconiiuon,  as  Seneca 
justly  remarks,  that  numbers  are  substituted  for  arguments, 
to  support  a  bad  cauae.  When  truth,  and  troth  alone,  is 
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souf^ht  in  any  invcsligation,  it  is  only  necessary  that  arpumeTit 
be  met  with  argument,  xeason  wUh  cfiaaouy  juad  dedactMm 
wUk  dedttotaoQ*  ' 

^'IfMliApKoeMdiiigbeadoiitody  wlnck  in  the  pwBPl 
iMUWy  we  believe,  must  connBend  iteelf  to  your  "Bmereaces, 
as  being  the  most  equitable  and  proper,  so  it  will  be  matter 
of  great  rejoicing  to  us,  our  flocks,  and  our  churcbe%  Ihni 
•neh  aliMTOumUa oppoitnmty  u  allowed  to lui  of  mMiiiinag 
00  wiucli  «de  of  die  ooatrading  pwtM  tbuth  and  bsasov 
•ii  emyed  in  this  synod,  honoured  as  it  is  by  the  presence 
of  so  many  learned  and  renowjicd  men.    And  from  this  as- 
aemb^  we  cannot  e:q>ect  less  than  one  of  the  two  foUowiag 
MmwKomi — either  to  bo  allowed  to  fnoTO  the  joatioe  and 
t^roth  of  the  eanao  wo  have  hitheito  laaiPteiped,  or*  m  the 
event  of  failing  in  such  an  attempt,  that  then  the  triumph 
obtained  over  us  be  such,  as  in  iu  results  shall  prove  that  it 
is  truth,  and  truth  only,  which  has  been  TictoiiottS.  Then, 
indeedy  shall  we  be  Mtiafied,  and  with  mich  a  goaiaiitieo  am 
we  here  alike  ready  to  conqaer  or  be  conqnered;  and  on 
whichever  side  a  favourable  decision  is  given,  the  advan- 
tages will  be  equally  benehciai  and  lasting.  For  it  will  then 
be  fully  seen,  as  already  admitted,  that  that  man,  who  in  all 
hia  enqviries  only  pibpoies  aa  hia  final  oljeot^  the  attau^ 
nent  of  that  peace  and  tranquillity  of  oonadeiiee,  whkh  a 
knowledge  of  truth  can  impart,  sliuidd  lie  be  conquered,  still 
reaps  an  important  advantage,  in  as  much  as  hia  loss  of  error 
ia  indemnifled  by  the  aeqniaition  of  truth. 

Fniallyy  wo  would  say,  that  he  whoae  h>TO  of  jnatice  is 
not  such  as  to  indnce  him  to  acquit  an  enemy,  if  in  the 
possession  of  trutli,  or  condemn  his  friend,  if  opposed  to  it, 
certainly  ought  not  to  sit  as  judge  ia  this  assembly,  or  give 
his  suffirage  on  the  matters  that  may  come  before  it  Dear 
to  tts»  it  is  tnicb  My  be  otsTiiioiiiaHsii  liAiiis»  ois- 
TiwooiSHBD  PBBSOMS,  and  the  s/lngtity  of  this  synod,  bet 
still  more  dear  to  us  ought  to  be,  the  tkAHQTiTH  of  x&UTg.** 
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Hhh  mHoiiy  mhkk  ww  pvonomieed  with  nittcli  dUpAtf 
of  matiiMr,  boldneis  of  thm/eUf,  and  distinetness  of  utter- 
ance, was,  also,  according  to  oiir  conntrynmn,  Hales,  marked 
with  [he  ( lotjuence  and  action  of  a  fine  orator.  The  delivery 
of  it  occupied  upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  was  at- 
tended with  the  iDogt  powetAil  eflheta  upon  a  numeioiui 
audienee.  Atnoogat  these  weie  some  of  the  lay-delegates  i 
who,  though  «ent  there  to  execute  the  biddings  of  Prince 
Manrice,  were,  nerertheless,  powerfully  affected  by  the  state- 
ments aud  touching  appeals  of  Episcopius.  The  address 
being  ended,  the  moet  profound  silence  fbUowed.  An  in- 
qnhdtiTe  gaze  marlced  the  looks  of  the  membevs  of  the  synod, 
indicative  of  the  uncertainty  existing  in  each  mind  as  to  the 
reply  that  was  to  be  made  to  it.  At  length  the  president 
yose,  and  ereiy  eye  was  instantly  directed  to  him,  and  all 
waited  widi  intense  anxiety     his  intended  lemarks. 

This  stem  eeeleslastie,  who,  during  the  delirery  of  this 
address,  had  writhed  under  several  of  the  statements  made 
by  the  speaker,  find  especially  while  ho  was  giving  his  his- 
toffioal  details  of  the  eondnct  of  the  Contra-Remonstrant 
party,  maiked  as  it  had  been  by  injustice,  ftand,  bigotry, 
and  cmelty,  and  which  he  knew  could  not  be  denied,  was, 
nevertheless,  fully  au  are  of  the  impurtancc  of  suppressing  his 
^  indignation,  at  a  moment  when  he  saw  the  strong  impression 
that  had  been  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  auditors  by  this 
poweffid  otalion.  He  therefore  commenced  his  remaiks  by 
saying,  ••that  the  Remonstrants  might  now  see  with  what 
favour  and  patience  the  synod  treated  (hem,  in  allowing 
Episcopius  to  speak  so  long,  and  that,  too,  without  having 
obtained  leaTe.**  The  professor  rej^ed,  that  he  had  previ- 
ously asked  permission,  seeing  that  the  introduction  of  his 
oration  contained  a  request  to  be  permitted  to  state  some 
particulars  to  tlie  synod."  Bogerman  replied,  "but  you 
ought  to  have  waited  for  the  consent  of  the  synod  before  you 
proceeded ;  end,  indeed,  no  one  ought  to  ipeak  here,  until 
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he  has  iirst  obtained  kare  of  the  synod,  and  made  the  presi- 
dent acquainted  with  the  subject  of  hia  address."  £}Mseo- 
pius  merely  answered,  that  he  was  ignonnl  of  the  ex.* 
istenoe  of  saeh  a  law.**  The  president  lunring  dins  relniked 
him  proceeded  to  say,  "  that  tlie  speech  was  designed  to 
captiTate  and  prejudice  the  sjuod,"  and  added,  *^  that  be- 
caose  it  contained  many  grave  statements^  he  demanded  a 
copy  of  it  to  be  presented  to  htm,  in  order  tibat  a  judgment 
mi|^t  be  formed,  quo  spirUu  et  ffemo  prommnHaia  etwf^  with 
what  spirit  and  design  it  had  been  delivered.'* 

Episcopius  engaged  to  comply  with  this  requirement,  but 
added,  that  it  would  be  necessary  first  to  make  a  fair  tiana> 
cript  of  it,  seeing  that  he  had  mo  fait  copy  of  it**  This  state- 
ment the  reader  nrast  bear  in  mind,  along  with  that  of  the 
memorable  John  11  ales,  who  in  wriliiig  the  same  night  to 
Sir  Dudley  Carlton,  and  giving  an  account  of  this  speech, 
with  the  conversation  that  passed  between  Episoopins  and 
the  president,  on  the  snigect  of  presenting  a  copy  of  it,  dis- 
tinctly says,  that  Episcopius  asserted  *^  that  he  had  nam 
Jiaitdmmely  tcriiieny  [but]  if  the  synod  would  have  patience, 
he  would  cause  a  fair  transcript  to  be  drawn  out  for  them. 
Bnt  this  excuse  would  not  serve;  £ur  or  Ibul,  deliver  it  up 
be  must,  and  so  be  did.** 

We  bave  now  to  bring  before  the  reader  a  transaction 
growing  out  of  Episcopius'  really,  \\  liicli  we  can  but  lliiuk 
highly  disreputable,  and  from  which  an  houourable,  to  say 
nothing  of  a  reUgioni^  mind  would  instinctively  shrink*  It 
is  tiiat  of  a  foul  attempt  to  fix  a  lie  upon  Episcopius,  by  aa* 
serting  that  he  had  said,  that  he  had  no  others  instead  of  no 
/air,  copy  of  his  speech.  In  accomplishing  this,  the  lay- 
commissioners,  who  liad  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the 
sympathy  they  felt  for  the  Remonstrants,  excited  by  Epis- 
copius^ oration,  sent  for  him,  and  asked  him,  ^  wbeUier  the 
speech  he  had  pronounced  before  the  synod  was  principally 
extemporaneous,  or  whether  it  had  been  carefully  pre-com- 
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poaed."  He  replied,  that  be  had  thoroughly  premeditated 
and  animged  the  matter  of  it**  They  then  asked  hi]%  ^  if 
what  he  had  spoken  conesptonded  with  the  contents  of  the 
copy  he  had  presented  to  the  synod."  He  answered,  "  yes, 
.as  to  its  leadrng  parts  ;  yet  he  could  not  pretend  to  say  with 
eertainty,  that  there  was  not,  here  and  there,  some  variation 
between  what  he  had  said,  and  what  he  had  written,  not 
httfing  eoUaied  thexme  from  which  he  had  spoken,  with  the 
rough  draft  of  it."*  They  replied,  "  that  they  were  aware 
that  professors  did  not  contine  themselves  to  the  mere  words 
idiich  they  might  have  prerionsly  composed,  and,  therefore, 
only  wanted  to  know  if  the  substance  of  the  speech  was  the 
same  as  that  contained  in  the  copy  he  had  presented  to 

the  president. 

All  this  was  to  enable  them  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject they  had  in  Tiew ;  iend  judging  their  way  to  be  dear 
6mn  what  had  already  past,  it  was  said,  ^  pray  do  we  nn- 
derstand,  then,  that  yon  have  another  copy  than  the  one 

presented  to  the  president?"  To  wliich  Episcopius,  suspect- 
ing nothing,  said,  "  that  he  had  the  original  dral't  or  sketch 
of  it,  but  that  it  was  in  such  a  rough  state  as  not  to  be  in- 
telligible to  any  person  but  himsel£**  Haring  carried  him 
lo  this  admissiott,  they  judged  that  they  had  effected  their 
purpose,  and  in  perfect  accordance  with  their  crafty  and 
dishonourable  design,  they  spoke  to  him  in  a  bland  and  con- 

*  By  tkis  sliitanflat  wtwdtntiad,  ttai  tboeg^  BplMoplvtkftd  tlw  mmn 
eomet  copy  before  hin  at  fihb  tine  of  deUtvIng  Ut  oiatioa,  ngfirtlnlif 

as  he  ipoke  chieflj  fron  memozy,  he  thus  intiiBated  that  the  wording  of 
the  matter,  as  it  originated  in  his  mind,  and  was  inserted  in  the  rough  draft, 
aril^t  in  some  instances  have  been  epoken,  from  the  fact  of  words  which  are 
■iiiilili  il  with  first  impMirions  recurring  to  the  memmjmere  readily  diao 
otfien  wfaiob  are  aabeeqnently  sabetituted  for  them.  And  in  allnsion  to  thie 
drciunstance  we  conceive  it  was,  that  he  said  he  had  not  collated  his  cor- 
rf>ote<l  copy  with  the  rough  draft ;  and,  therefore,  was  nnable  to  say  what 
was  tilt  precise  degree  of  confonniij  between  the  apeecb  lie  delivered,  and 
Uie  one  preeeated  to  the  praiidenL 


Digitized  by  Google 


$18 


ClUffTW  & 


ciliatory  manner,  exhorting  him  to  adopt  measures  to  paro- 
mote  peac#  fuui  amity,  and  thou  dismissed  hiui. 

Wa  ba?9  now  to  iatfodmse  tmtim  anloir  m  aottMr^ 
HeinaiiMi  ioorelar^  to  tho  l»y»Wwwtaiiionn»  Xbii  nntf 
the  reader  w31  recollect,  is  named  at  pafe  18%  m  proftwor 
of  history  iu  the  Uin\  crsity  of  Leydeii,and  as  being  associated 
on  terms  of  iutiuiacy  with  tlic  liemoufltirauU,  and  the  pai> 
tieiilArMeiMlof  £pweopftiiB>  wlio  tii^  i<i»pcfiodocwyi«d 
th«  Dinid^-clHur  in  thai  mt  of  1  WDiaff.  Awm  Ihift  1m 
former  friend  was  a  man  of  frank  and  unsuspecting  temper^ 
and  availing  himself  of  his  past  intimacy  with  him,  he  told 
bim  in  a  Mft  and  inainiMiling  manner,  Uhad  come,  at 
the  nqneit  of  the  prapd^nt  of  Iho  ky^oowTnMMniini%  to 
obtain  a  loan  of  tbe  rongh  draft  of  bis  speech,  inlioMtiB^ 
that  he  should  be  greatly  obliged  by  his  compliance  with 
this  rcquesL  Kpiscopius,  who  was  incapable  of  a  dishonour" 
able  aclioD,  and  judged  of  the  principles  of  hia  former  frmqA 
bj  tbe  sane  atandard  of  xoctitudf  wbtcb  germed  bia  nmm, 
readily  complied,  on  tbe  mere  eowiiiioii  tbal  k  tbeiM  be  i»- 
turned  lu  liim,  not  in  thcleast  suspecting  that  he  was  a  party 
in  a  plot  designed  to  ruin  his  character,  and  destroy  his  future 
influence  in  the  synod.  Having  secured  tbia  doeament^  the 
pieaident  and  bia  fiianda  trimiipbed  in  tbe  ai^jprnkien  tbal 
tbe  meana  were  now  fumiabed  to  tbeoi  of  pi*eae»ting  £pte- 

copius,  and,  through  him,  his  cited  brethren,  and  thu  JHe- 
monstrants  in  general,  in  an  odious  light  beibre  the  synod 
and  the  public ;  and  in  Una  way  tbey  hoped  that  tbe  jadg- 
mem  Ibey  intended  abonld  be  paaeed  on  their  doctrines,  and 
die  condemnation  of  their  miniflters  would  be  effected  with 
less  sympathy  being  excited  for  the  latter  in  the  ChiisLiau 
world,  seeing  that  their  priuciplies  and  character  might  thus 
be  viewed  aa  lendering  tbem  woftby  of  ancb  treatment. 
8o  fidly  aware  were  Bogerman  and  bis  ftiends  of  tbe  telling 
effects  that  such  a  charge  would  have  in  its  bU^ting 
influence  on  the  affairs  of  the  cited  Remonatfanls^  that  ihey 
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were  led  to  malntHm  it  with  a  speeiea  of  tenacity,  that  could 
find  BO  paraUeli  save  in  Um  ditkoiiombk  feriings  that 
prattpled  theiii  to  adTiiico  H. 
Hie  design  of  Mnging  bone  Ibis  ebat^d  npon  our  pn^ 

fessor  was  deferred  till  the  tenth  of  December.  Neverthe- 
less, in  the  interim  a  variety  of  reports  were  spread  through 
the  city,  calculated  to  piepaie  the  public  mind  to  admit  its 
vattdity.  By  some  H  wae  assorted  that  the  speech  he  de« 
fii^eied  eontaiAed  serenl  tveasousAiie  statements^  and  thatf 
to  a^  old  the  eonseqnences,  he  had  presented  a  copy  to  the 
synod  in  which  they  were  omitted|  retaining  the  one  that 
eentained  the  objectionable  passages  j  and  that,  haTing  been 
deleoledy  the  sited  vmnsCara  wan  to  ba  wmenHf  vepA^ 
mmdtdf  and  Episcopins  expelled  the  synod. 

Immediately  on  the  Remonstrants  being  called  into  the 
synod,  on  the  tenth  of  December,  the  president  pounced 
npon  £piscopiii%  ssjingy  *^  Dt,  Episcopius,  when  you  wem 
lately  coanaanded  to  dsUfar  np  a  eopy  of  yov  oEatioiii 
yon  then  said  that  yea  had  «ie  stfAsr  copy  than  the  one  ^aa 
used  ai  tlie  lime  you  deHvcrcd  your  oralioDj  but  it  has  since 
been  found  that  you  had  another.  I  admonish  you,  there - 
tee,  in  the  name  of  the  synod,  hanoaforth  to  aat  with  moia 
sineaiHy  sad  inlegarilj,  tha  mote  espaciatty  as  you  hare  ne 
jnst  laason  Ibr  adopting  sneii  deeeptive  maasvraa  to  serve 
your  cause."  ilerrupon  Episcopins  answered,  "  that  he  was 
much  obliged  to  the  president  for  his  counsel,  and  tor  iur- 
nishing  him  with  aa  opportanity  of  clearing  hiauielf  q£ 
IIm  efaarga  of*idsabood,  tlw  leport  of  vdnch  w«awidd|if 
apfead  through  tiie  city.  The  dmrge,"  he  said,  ^waa  as 
groRply  false,  as  it  was  seriously  injurious  to  him,  and  he 
solemnly  declared  that  he  abhorred  the  thought  of  attempting 
to  act  with  disrimalalion  in  the  pvesenee  of  s«ch  an  illustrious 
assembly.'*  fie  tether  assertad^  *^  lhat  ha  narer  daniad 
having  another  copy,  in  proof  of  which,  he  said  that  he 
had  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  he  deliirered  lub 
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omtion,  in  tlie  first  instance,  frankly  and  nnsoUdfad  isti* 

mated  to  the  gentlemen  commissioners  that  he  Imd  another 
copy,  and,  subsequently,  when  they  made  enquiries  concern- 
ing it,  he  had  told  them  that  it  ?raa  ao  inteilined  and  fnll  of 
eniaoresy  that  no  person,  aare  hioMelfy  ooold  read  it  If  ore> 
over,  he  did,  at  the  request  of  Heinsius,  present  it  to  hira, 
with  all  its  blots  and  impe  rfections,  and  he  now  solemnly 
avened,  that  when  he  was  requested  by  the  president 
to  deliver  the  copy  of  his  speeehi  be  then  aaid  he  had  no 
other  copy  thai  teas  /auijf  and  legiblf  wriOenf  and 
requested  tbne  to  transcribe  a  neat  and  dean  copy,  which 
lie  would  present  to  the  synod;  and,  therefore,  he  must  take 
the  liberty  of  saying,  that  in  this  matter  the  president  had 
done  him  great  injustice.'*   £piacopina  having  aaid  thii^ 
Foppiusy  one  of  his  cited  brethren,  rose,  and  deebutod, 
^  that  he  and  the  other  cited  persons  were  ready  to  testify 
and  make  oath,  that  such  was  the  true  state  of  the  case, 
aa  thus  represented  by  £pi8Copius,  adding,  that  as  tl)e\ 
aat  next  to  him  th^  were  more  likely  to  know  what  he  aaid 
on  the  occaaion,  than  any  other  persons.**   But  though  thia 
declaration  was  made  on  the  part  of  these  twelve  ministers, 
the  president  indirectly  gave  them  the  lie,  saying,  that  he 
had  done  Episcopius  np  injustice,  in  the  representatioahe 
had  made  coneeniing  his  conduct  in  this  busineas,  hia  mmmt 
bmng  as  he  had  given  it;  as  all  those  persons  who  had 
any  remembrance  of  it  could  testily.    On  this  statement  our 
professor  instantly  asked  it  as  a  favour,  that  the  members 
of  the  synod,  who  had  any  remembrance  of  his  expressions 
wonld  say  how  they  undmtood  his  answer  to  the  praaidaat 
Thia  unexpected  request,  the  ofispring  of  conaciona  imo- 
cence,  occasioned  great  confusion  in  the  synod.  Boger- 
man's  friends  saw  that  he  was  placed  in  an  awkward 
dilemma,  in  aa  much  aa  it  waa  poasible  that  some  mi^ 
give  a  diffinrent  version  of  Episcopius*  answer,  to  that  poa- 
itiveiy  aaaerted  by  the  president,  and,  fwapiHisiHtei  fllQlig^ 

e 
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he  himself  might  escape  suspicion  of  telliDg  a  falsehood^ 
yet,  so  gravely  to  charge  such  a  crime  upon  anotherj  witli- 
out  the  BiosI  indi^ulable  evideiicei  W9B  ieeii  to  be  a  species 
of  conduct  highly  indecoronsy  and  Dl  beooming  the  dig- 
.  nity  of  the  piendent  of  saeh  an  assembly.  The  irritability, 
however,  of  J^ogennairs  feelings  at  the  moment  prevented 
him  from  disceming  this,  and,  therefore,  in  a  state  of  furious 
exdtement,  he  began  to  inteiiogate  seveial  of  the  members 
of  the  synod,  as  to  the  answer  of  Episcopiiis;  when  some 
of  his  more  astute  friends  amongst  the  lay-commissioners 
h  in  Led  to  their  president,  that  he  should  interpose  to  pre- 
vent him  from  proceeding,  Mr.  Nichols,  in  his  remarks  on 
the  conduct  of  these  lay-gentlemen,  reiy  charitably  attri* 
bntes  this  interference  to  some  portioii  of  honesty  and 
fair  dealing  in  them."  How  far  this  opinion  may  be  correct, 
we  shall  not  pretend  to  say,  only,  we  would  just  remind  the 
reader, thatasthese  gentlemen  lent  themsolves  to  the  measures 
of  Bogennan,  to  endearour  to  entrap  £pisccpius  in  a  false- 
hood, we  must  leave  him  with  this  Ihct  befioe  him  to 
draw  his  own  conclusion,  as  lo  what  portion  of  honesty 
and  fair  dealing"^  governed  them,  in  helping  the  ecclesias- 
tical president  out  of  the  scrape  into  which  the  request  of 
£piscopius  bad  bfooght  him. 

On  a  review  of  this  business,  it  appears  to  us,  thai  it  was 

due  to  the  cliaracter  of  twelve  clergymen,  some  of  whom 
had  been  in  the  ministry  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  whose 
conduct  had  hitherto  been  unstained,  that  their  testimony  on 
this  afiair  ahould  have  been  received;  had  th^  not  had  the 
evidence  of  others,  in  favour  of  their  statement  And  when 
the  reader  learns  that,  in  consequence  of  this  calumny  on 
EpiscopiuB  being  pertinaciously  maintained,  they  drew  up 
and  presented  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  synod,  the 
following  statement,  requesting  to  be  allowed  to  make  oath 
to  its  truth,  he  will  think  that  they  were  unjustly  treated, 
in  being  forced  still  to  hear  the  charge  frequently  repeated 
by  the  president  and  f  estus. 
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of  God,  being  cited  by  the  deputies  of  the  Illnstrious  the 
States  General  to  this  national  sjnod,  do  solemnly  testify  in 
all  fidelity  «id  trathi  thai  Uie  matioD' delivered  u  an  ntiO' 
dpclMB  into  ibe  •jpBod  hf  Dr*  SinoD  Eplicopiiis^  oar  « 
Mopf^d  iMndMr  la  Olniil,  and  IVofeaaor  of  Theology,  had 
our  must  perfect  approval  j  and  we  do  aver,  that  when  a 
copy  of  it  was  demanded  by  the  venerable  president,  he 
Moxpvesdyalatelolttm^  IhefoUowiDg '*Iliarr«ao 
•llMr  copy  hu^fy  wiUteo;*  and  in  no  otibor  wuy  ooidd  we 
miderstaBd  his  answer*  And  itt  tho  fttfthcr  iMNivai Mlion  ho 
held  with  the  presidt  jit  on  the  subject,  we  believe  he  could 
not  be  understood  to  loean,  that  be  had  tio  oilter  copy,  but 
tek  l|»  iMd  no  odi«v  wxitten  out  aufltotestly  M:  to  be  pr»> 
Moled  to  the  flyttoii.  And  we  are  AiUy  piepaied  to  eoBfinu 
Iho  aboiro  statement  with  an  oath  in  the  most  floteam  nuai^ 
ner.  Dono  at  Dort,  December  12th,  1618.  Signed,  Ed- 
wardus  Poppius,  J.  Amoldus  Corriniis,  Bernardus  Duinglo, 
Canokw  Nielhn%  Henricoa  Leo^  Philippiia  jPynacker,  Aa* 
MMm  Matllrialm^  Thonta  GoswlnkMy  DomMens  6a|nM» 
Theophilus  Ryckewaert,  Denerus  Vesekius,  Henricns  Hol» 
linger  us." 

To  giro  weight  to  the  abore^  a  similar  testimony  waa 
Arkwb  op  and  offeied  to  be  ewom  to  by  Hollfagenu  flad 
flopoui  aepan^ely,  on  aoeount  of  their  being  seated  so  near 

to  Episcopius,  that  one  of  them  almost  tooched  him  during 
the  conversation  he  had  with  the  president;  and,  couse- 
quently,  could  not  bo  mistaken  in  what  be  said.  Theao 
iBBtiBODiasy  bpwvfor,  the  president  fafssed  to  leeeive.* 

•  In  the  Dutch  copies  of  Brandt,  a  plate  is  given  representing  the  svnud; 
and  frofu  the  distance  which  tlie  cited  are  shewn  to  have  been  sstationed 
from  the  president,  it  appenrs  cxtrem^lv  ^min^i  on  th*  ]).irt  of  the  latter,  to 
*tU;iupt  tu  fix  a  thiiry;*.'  of  lal*ehooti  upon  Lpi&cupius,  i«eing  it  was  itrj 
possible  on  account  of  tli  is  distance  for  him  to  have  misunderstood  his  words; 
and  it  was  uo  less  unju^sUiiablc  in  him,  in  relusing  to  admit  th«  tMtl> 
nooj  of  tke  two  mmitter* ,  wlio  are  represented  by  tbu  plate  at  beUif  io 


Digitized  by  Google 


MBMOUB  or  inicopius. 


In  closing  this  accounty  we  had  designed  to  hare  made 
strong  xemmkB  on  tk»  conduel  of  tho  president  and  the 
qllMr  neioAMn  «f  tka  STaod,  who  sipiMfted  Ittm  in  the 
eharge  tibiia  advanced  agsintt  Episcopiua.   But,  on  man 

maturely  thinking  on  tlio  business,  wo  deem  it  better  to 
leave  the  reader  to  iorm  his  own  judgroenl  of  their  conduct. 
N«Tcrt]i9le88»  we  can  b«l  ad?eri  to  the  leamiitig  of  J&pw* 
eopiiiB  bivaelf  tm  tba  sutjiicily  in  mm  of  the  wimqmM 
nttaigf  of  Uw  tfBod,  wlie«  he  allowed  tbet  be  conM  hof 
no  motive  for  saying  that  lie  luicl  no  other  copy.  Had  the 
one  dehvered  to  Ueinsius  coatained,  a»  it  was  slanderously 

ire  dkodULdkooTer  «a  ooeation  tohiedeflying  his  poseeefkm 

of  moh  a  doonment  But  when  collated  by  his  enemies, 
as  it  undoubtedly  was,  wiLii  the  copy  deiiv{  red  to  the  presi- 
dealy  and  found  to  contain  aoUiiog  diamilar  to  the  fomer, 
we  see  at  once  a  leason,  why  he  with  sooh  teadiMM^ 

Mar  to  him,  «•  to  have  modeiod  it  impoatiblo  Ibr  then  to  have  mlennde^ 
etood  bim$  mnd  whose  oiBce  end  chereeter  ought  to  have  been  a  enAeient 
wermat  for  ednittlttg  their  teetimony.  This,  however,  being  leftiaed,  Epis. 
oeptm^  after  hafing  had  this  calvDny  again  and  again  eaat  npon  bim  bj  the 
pieeideBt,  made  hie  laat  and  eoleinn  deelaimtlon  eoneeming  it  in  the  followiag 
wofde.  "  That  be  bad  been  mach  wronged  by  being  charged  with  pve- 
raricatin^;  that  he  had  said,  indeed,  that  he  had  no  other  copjf,  but  it  was  not 
all  be  had  said,  for  be  had  subjoined  tcAtcA  wtu  fairly  wtitten  ;  nnd  that  bia 
words  had  been  misanderstood,  or  bnt  half  heard,  adding,  that  he  had  no 
reason  fur  lying  and  prevarication.  After  thie  statement,  he  then  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  added:  **  But,  if  any  man  was  inelincd  to  think  other, 
wise,  be  said  he  coold  only  answer,  thut  relying;  upon  the  testimony  of  bis 
conscience,  and  those  who  sat  near  him,  whose  credibility  could  not  be  ques- 
tioned, he  should  recommend  his  innocency  to  God,  and  possess  his  soul  in 
peace  and  quietness;  nay,  that  he  sliould  be  glad  witli  all  his  heart,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  undergo  a  censure  for  a  crime,  from  wliitli  Ito  kiic\v  lum^elf 
to  he  free,  and  concerning  which  lie  was  fully  satisfied  m  hi-'  niiiid,  i\n<\  so 
flunild  continue,  till  (Iml,  the  arclipr  of  hearts,  should  jutlge  between  him 
and  those  who  thougtii  so  IjukIIv  nf  him."  He  concliulpd  with  an  eemest 
re<{nest,  that  this  asseveiatioa  might  be  recorded  among  liie  acta  of  the 
synod. 
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eren  before  he  was  asked  by  the  lay-commissioners,  adTerted 
to  the  circumstance  of  his  possessing  the  rough  dralt  of  the 
one  then  in  possesdon  of  the  officers  of  the  ijnod.  Conae- 
qnently,  this  circumstaneey  in  eonnexion  with  othen,  will 
bring  him  before  the  resder^s  mind  perfectly  tree  firom  the  goilt 
of  the  charge  thus  so  dishonourably  brought  against  him. 
And  with  every  allowance  for  the  conduct  of  Bogerman, 
is  being  under  strong  ezeitenient»  genenled  by  a  period 
fierce  religions  striie^  in  which  the  mind  may  be  held  in  that 
state'  of  awM  delusibn,  that  sees  no  delbct  in  the  most  die- 
honourable  mode  of  proceeding,  while  its  subject  is  inflated 
with  the  idea  that  he  is  standing  forth  as  the  defender  of  or- 
thodoxy against  the  abettors  of  heresy,  and  the  enemM  of 
Ood^s  truth ;  ne?erthe]eai»  the  reader  mnst  admit  his  cha^ 
meter  and  conduct  to  be  those  of  a  person  who  was  incapable 
of  aciiug  in  an  impartial  and  honourable  manner  towards 
the  Remonstrants. 
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CHAPTER.  XI. 

That  we  might  not  interrupt  our  narrative  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  sjnody  arisisg  oal  of  Episcopios'  oration,  we 
passed  orer  a  circnmstance  whieh  took  place  on  the  7tli  and 

Sth  of  December,  that  of  the  president  refusing  to  allow 
the  oath  acluiinistered  to  the  members  of  the  synod,  to  be  taken 
b/  the  deputies  from  the  province  of  U  trecht  This  arose 
from  a  design  to  ezdade  them  firom  this  assemblj,  unless 
thej  ranged  t]ienisel?es  with  the  cited  Remonstrants.  The 
reason  assigned  by  the  president  was,  that  they  were  parties 
with  the  ReiiiQiisLraQU,  and  were  instructed  by  their  cre- 
dentials to  defend  their  doctrines.  To  this  they  answeiedy 
*^  that  the  Contra-RemonstTants  were  equally  parties,  and 
engaged  to  defend  their  doctrines,  and,  consequoitly,  if  the 
fact  alleged  against  them  proved  them  to  be  disqualified  to 
act  as  judges  on  the  points  in  debate,  it  equally  applied  to 
those  on  the  opposite  side."  The  president  replied,  the 
cases  are  not  parallel,  because  our  doctrines  are  not 
to  be  judged  by  the  synod,  but  those  of  the  Remonstrants." 
This  circamstance  at  once  showed  the  latter  what  they 
were  to  expect,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  this  assembly 
would  allow  the  pcnnts  in  dispute  to  be  treated, — a  line  of 
conduct  agamst  which  the  Remonstrants,  as  it  will  hereafter 
be  seen,  courageously  and  persei^eringly  protested.  The 
Utrecht  deputies  finding  that  they  should  be  expelled,  unless 
they  consented  to  take  their  place  beside  the  cited  Bemon- 
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strants,  coDsented  so  to  do,  believing  that  they  might  thus 
belter  serve  their  common  cause,  ihau  by  allowing  tliem- 
■elires  to  be  ejected;  and,  therefore,  took  their  place  betide 
them*  This  coDduct  on  the  part  of  the  synod  requires  no 
comment. 

On  the  ten  til  of  December,  a  most  stirring  scene  occurred. 
The  president  having  required  the  licmonstrants  to  present 
their  opinions  on  the  Are  points,  Epiaoopius  rose^  and  asked 
permission  to  read  a  doenment  he  held  in  his  hand.  To 
this  request  Bogerman  gare  a  denial,  Irat  the  president  of 
the  lay^comniiRRi oners  consented,  and  it  was  accorclingly 
read.  It  was  divided  into  two  sections ;  the  iirst  contain* 
ad  a  bold  dissprovral  of  the  anHuxi^  of  the  sjnod,  as* 
lartittg  that  the  membeas  of  it  wen  neither  lawM  aor 
equitable  judges,  in  the  matters  between  them  and  the 
Contra-Remonstrants,  from  the  fact  of  the  latter,  with  ihc 
SBBception  of  the  foreign  divines,  being  their  avowed  cue* 
fliies.  The  aUogttion  they  advanced,  thejr  said,  was  grofiinded 
en  fhe  fiiet  of  their  being  goiltf  of  schism,  in  having  sepa^ 
rated  from  the  national  church,  in  consequence  of  the  Re* 
monstrants  being  members  of  it,  declaring  that  they  were  he- 
reticai,  pvofime,  and  atheistical,  and,  consequently,  could  not 
hold  conmnmicD  with  them.  These  iaeta  they  deolared  thtf 
were  ntdy  to  prove,  and  conceived  that  they  justified  thsM 
in  refusing  to  acknowledge  us  equitable  a  tribunal  consti- 
tuted of  such  persons.  The  second  part  consisted  of  twelve 
rules,  by  which  they  said  the  synod,  to  act  with  justioe, 
ofiglit  to  be  gnided.  These  they  sopported  by  qootations 
ftnm  writsrs  of  the  Calvinslic  adioo^  who  had  msintained 
the  game  propoiiiiious  when  tlieir  doctrines  were  to  be 
judged  by  the  Lntlierans,  under  circumstances  almost  sion^ 
Ur  to  those  of  the  Bcmonstrants.  But  the  synodiats  wdl 
knew  that  that  whieh  was  wise  and  jnst,  whan  they  wen 
the  parties  to  be  judged,  was  quite  a  dilferent  matter  when 
they  in  return  were  to  be  judges,  and,  therefore,  very  dt«- 
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erectly  rejected  as  improper^  that  which  they  had  damoiixed 
for  m  be&ng  puffBctkf  rigiitmMy  wlieB  devised  as  mens  ef 
■ocfUy  Ibr  fhsmelreB.  While  dus  doeoaneiit  dis|ilay»  the 

vigour  of  the  mind  which  drew  it  up,  nevertheless,  it  cer- 
tainly dealt  in  no  measured  words  of  condemnation  on  the 
conduct  of  the  synodists,  whom  it  branded  as  schism  cities* 
This  wee  deeply  gsllinir  to  the  fnsideoft  end  his  finendSi 
To  be  thoe  held  up  as  schissMities  in  the  pwscace  of  fofeign 
divines,  a  vast  assoiiiljly  of  persons  then  present,  and,  in 
lecty  to  the  Christian  world,  was  what  they  neither  expected, 
aorweve prapered Ibr;  end, eeMeqmtlfythejwii^ed with 
Ihe  hitteieet  eagvish  under  a  charge  so  deeply  mertiQ'iiig  to 
^bein* 

Bogennan's  ( lioleric  feelings  broke  out  in  the  strongest 
invectives,  and  he  endeavouxed  to  involve  the  Remonstrants 
wiA  the  civO  anthorilies,  and,  especisUy,  with  Frinca 
Maurice^  who,  he  declared,  not  only  appointed  the  synod, 
b«t  sanctioned  the  separations  which  the  Remonstrants  had 
branded  a'^  being  schismatical.  That  there  nii|j;ht  be  truth 
in  this,  we  at  this  day  may  acknowledge,  but  beg  leave 
lo  say,  at  the  same  tiaae^  that  itpiOTee  that  the  whole  of  tha 
proeeedings  against  the  Aiminian  party  wein  those  of  a 
faction,  contending  for  pre- eminence  without  regard  te 
jnstice ;  and  hence  the  correctness  of  the  charges  advanced 
by  tXiem  against  the  Dutch  synodists,  as  being  incompetoity 
beeaaae  partial,  judges  on  the  points  at  issoe  betwaen  thsaa 
and  their  enemies. 

No  one  can  form,  says  Mr.  Nicliols,  an  adequate  concep- 
tion of  the  scene  which  followed  the  reading  of  this  docu- 
Bsent.  Bogerman,  the  Reaonstraats,  the  Isy-president,  and 
the  commissioners,  were  waim  intedocuton  dariaf  that 
sessioQ  and  the  succeeding  one,  which  was  held  in  the 
afternoon  of  tlie  same  day.  Tlie  president  positively  in- 
sisted, that  the  cited  were  bound  to  acknowledge  the 
aathofity  of  the  synod  and  its  membeiw  as  lawful  judges^ 
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which  ledJEpiseopius  to  propose  the  fonowing  question  to 
the  president ;  "  If  the  Remonstrants  sat  here  to  decide  on 
your  doctrines,  would  you  and  the  Contra-Remonstnuits 
acknowledge  thorn  to  be  equitable  judges."  To  which  the 
pfeaident  answered,  If  it  had  so  happened,  we  moat  have 
borne  it,  but  since  the  government  has  othervvisu  ordered 
it,  the  cited  must  submit  with  patience.**  Episcopius  re- 
plied, "  It  ia  one  thing  to  submit  to  the  decisions  of  a 
judge,  and  another  to  aclmowledge  the  yalidity  of  his  an* 
thority.  We  will,  it  is  true,  snbmit  to  your  judgment,  but 
we  can  nev^r  bring  our  consciences  to  admit  that  you  are 
just  judges  of  our  doctrines,  siuce  you  are  our  adversaries, 
and  have  seceded  from  us,  and  formed  yourselves  into  dis- 
tinct and  separate  churdiea.  To  the  authority  of  the 
magistracy  we  freely  defer,  nevertheless,  we  can  but  de* 
clare  that  it  is  conliary  lo  natural  justice,  that  it  should 
appoint  as  our  judges  those  who  are  our  enemies.** 

At  the  afternoon  aessiony  when  the  Kemonstrants  appeared 
in  the  synod,  the  president  pronounced  a  long  and  sereve 
censure  upon  them,  saying,  amongst  other  things,  "that 
it  was  ddhcult  to  determine,  whether  tbcii  conduct  might 
be  considered  as  the  result  of  youthlul  folly  or  studied  in- 
solence.** This  was  followed  by  a  command  £rom  the  lay- 
aeeretaiy,  that  they  should  no  longer  delay  the  proceedings  of 
the  synod  by  erasions  and  aubteifiiges*  Episcopius  then 
arose,  and  complained  of  the  speech  of  Bogcrman,  saying, 

that  he  had  done  them  great  injustice,  by  attempting  to 
iuTolre  them  with  the  gorenunenty  in  asserting  that  they 
acensedthemembenofit  with  being  the  authors  of  Ihe  lata  . 
schisms,  whereas  tb^had  not  eren  thought  of  such  a  things 
but,  on  the  contrary,  attributed  them  wholly  lo  the  clerg}', 
with  whom  they  certainly  originated."    Ue  further  added, 

that  whilst  such  a  pioceeduig  on  the  part  of  the  preaident 
semed  to  be  a  favourite  measure  with  him,  he  should  leare 
the  synod  to  judge  of  its  equity.**    HaTing  thus  re- 
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butted  the  charges  of  the  president^  he  was  proceeding  to 
addace  &ct8,  tO  prove  that  Bogennan,  and  many  of  the 
members  of  the  synod  were  schismatics,  and,  conseqnentl  j, 

incompetent  judges  to  decide  on  the  business  before  the 
synod,  when  he  was  clamorously  interrupted,  the  president 
loudly  vociferating,  by  whom  would  you  be  judged  i  By 
Papists^  Mennonites,  or  Koomhertists?***  Episcopius  answer- 

•  The  Mennooitet  here  icfened  to,  were  so  called  Drom  Menno  Simon. 

According  tu  Bentham,  who  gives  a  particular  account  of  him  in  his 
Schulen  Staaiy  he  was  bom  in  Friesland,  in  149G,and  was  educated  in,  and 
snbseqoentlj  ordained  priest  of,  the  Church  of  Rome,  which  he  abandoned, 
and  was  rebaptized  by  Ubbo  Philip.  He  subsequently  became  the  head  of 
the  Anabaptists,  and  cured  thtin  of  many  cxtravacfain  ics,  by  which  they 
WiTc  distinguished  at  that  time.  His  morn!  tbfirui  ti  r  spnki'n  of  in  very 
high  terms  by  this  German  writer.  In  tiic  Srfutlru  Sinu!,  there  is  gt?en  a 
translation  from  the  Dutch,  of  the  Inst  and  corrected  edition  of  their  con- 
fession, which  was  ]  ubiished  about  the  time  of  the  synod  of  Dort.  In 
turning  to  the  third  article  of  it,  which  treats  of  redemption  by  the  death  of 
Christ,  to  see  if  there  were  t^rounds  for  13o£?erman  to  rhaige  them  witli 
heresy,  we  found  tiiat  ihtne  were  very  anijilc  ucconlint^  to  his  views  of 
heresy.  We  sball  present  tiie  reader  with  tiie  passai^c  us  we  find  it  in 
Bentham.  Spcukiui^^  ol  the  reeofery  of  our  first  patLnta  and  their  posterity 
from  the  fall,  tliey  say  that  Chri.st,  Uas  iiiitirf IfcUU  Hamm  lolifr  Ito^lt) 
CJottrs  taflrfirr  Ii.uu  bcrriU  ban  Oer  JSani  Clnfang  rrsrljcii  unU  iljncn, 
Bif  narti  im  ^Jaiaiits  In  arm.  in  m  rest.  ^l?rIogung  uiiir  Srligftfit,  bor  iietinll 
aUr  if)rf  fliirfifeoramrn,  bcrfteiisrit  uuH  {ugcaagt,— Irafi  grfallffif  WXKUl^ 
Itcfte  Qcsct)Uff)t  ban  ifrrm  S-utiU^it,  Jbr^ullr  untt  WsgerfcijUfiMtt  llMf 
crlMeii,(refiiua£tjfU  uaD  auU&cUfcn  touri*.  A  people,  wbo  dated  toetat^ 
that  the  Divine  beneficence  was  thus  to  extend  to  the  whole  hununi  family, 
placing  each  individual  in  a  state  of  possible  Mlfation,  through  the  meMM 
of  a  Mediator,  were  sure  to  be  looked  vpon  ai  heretiee  by  Bogennaii. 

Ikntham  says,  Koomhert  \Mt  fin  maa  tSS  frOMfSlbffStSrtla** 
a  man  of  powerfiaintelleet*'  And  thongb  deiigBalad  hexe  u  the  heid 
of  neect,  yet  it  doce  not  appear  that  he  xeally  formed  one.  There  might 
be  many  who  adopted  his  leUgioiia  opinioat.  He  ifas,  however,  lendeied  ob- 
Bosioiu  to  the  rigid  Calviniets  by  hit  opposition  to  abeolnte  piedeatiantlon 
nnd  perMention.  On  the  hmer  enl^eet  he  galled  many  of  the  advoeatee  of 
it,bf  hie  writtttge  in  defence  of  the  righti  of  eoneeienee.  In  addiceiing 
the  minbten  of  DeUI,  who  ehuged  him  with  being  n  Ubeithie,  for  not 
johdng  himtelf  to  the  wformed  chnrch,  he  gaid,  *'  Uow  ia  it  to  be  expeeted 
that  I  ihonld  ?  Aie  yon  not  for  putting  heretics  to  death  here  as  well  «•  at 
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ed, It  is  not  our  business  to  say  who  should  be  our  judges, 
but  to  prove  that  many  of  the  members  of  this  synod 
are  unfit  to  be  such."  This  so  excited  the  president,  that  he 
called  them  saucy,  foolish,  young  men ;  when  Niellius  rose, 
and  said,  "  that  it  was  extremely  offensive  to  hear  himself 
and  his  brethren  treated  so  scornfully,  and  represented  as 
foolish  young  men,  when  several  of  them  liad  been  in  the 
ministry  more  than  twenty  years,  and  some  of  them  were 
even  older  than  the  president.  If  you  esteem  us,"  said 
he,  "  youthful,  frothy  fellows,  you  should  have  allowed  us 
to  have  stayed  at  home,  and  have  sent  for  our  seniors." 
Throughout  the  whole  of  this  debate,  it  is  reported  by  those 
who  witnessed  these  proceedings,  that  the  Remonstrants  had 
the  mastery  both  as  to  temper  and  argument. 

On  the  eleventh  they  were  again  summoned  into  the  synod, 
and  ordered  by  the  president  to  present  in  writing  their 
sentiments  on  the  five  articles,  with  their  judgment  on  the 
confession  and  catechism.  Episcopius  then  stated  that  he 
held  in  his  hand  a  short  paper,  which  he  requested  per- 
mission to  read,  before  they  proceeded  to  comply  with  the 
order  of  the  president.  Bogcrman  in  a  petulant  tone  asked, 
"  Is  it  a  third  oration  ?"  Episcopius  said,  "  It  is  not  an 
oration,  but  merely  relates  to  the  business  before  the  synod." 
Permission  being  granted,  he  read  it.  In  this  document 
the  Remonstrants  complained,  "  that  the  president  had 
not  acted  towards  them  either  with  sincerity  or  justice,  by 
having  endeavoured,  in  the  first  instance,  to  make  Episco- 
pius suspected  of  falsehood,  and  then  to  render  the  cited 
odious  to  their  governors,  by  saying  that  they  had  charged 

Geneva  ?  Do  you  not  publicly  advise  the  same  things  as  the  fulsc  mother, 
that  is,  capital  punishment  for  heresy ;  how  then  can  I  admit  you  to  be  a 
true  church  ?  Give  up  your  resolutions  to  put  men  to  deatli,  and  I  will  be 
silent."  He  was  a  man  of  a  holy  and  blameless  life,  and  a  great  champion 
for  the  Reformation,  Uiough  opposed  to  the  bigotry  and  persecution  of  its 
profeaaed  friends ;  and  for  this  he  was  held  up  by  Bogcrman  in  the  scornful 
manner  in  which  he  is  named  in  the  text. 
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tliem  with  schism,  whereas,  thcj  had  only  imputed  it  to  the 
ckr^pfr.  Such  ocmduet*'  they  declared,  "  while  it  was  un- 
eharitabley  was  indicatife  of  the  temper  hy  which  he 
was  governed  toward  them."  This  paper  concluded  with 
the  following  protest ;  "  Wherefore,  to  argue  no  longer 
aboBt  this  matter,  all  and  each  of  na  do  by  this  expiesa  and 
MAemn  protest  deokre  and  mahe  hnown  to  the  whole  of 
tins  synod  and  all  Chtistendom,  that,  for  the  before-men- 
ticned  reasons,  which  are  contained  in  writing  dc  li\  cred  by 
uSy  and  £>rtiiied  by  arguments,  we  do  not  own,  or  account 
the  present  synod,  or  the  nugority  of  it,  for  a  lawful  judge 
of  omr  eontroversies ;  and  that  its  dechnons  will  possess  no 
weight  with  ns  or  our  chnrehes.  Having  thus  previously 
made  this  protestalioii,  we  will  now  pre^mre  ourselves  for 
the  business  before  us,  on  account  of  which  we  believe  that 
we  haye  been  cited.  We  likewise  zeqneat  that  this  writing 
which  contains  our  protest,  may  be  inserted  in  the  synodical 
acts."  After  the  reading  of  this  document,  they  were  com- 
manded to  sign  it,  which  being  done,  the}  were  then  asked 
hj  the  president,  if  they  were  willing  to  obey  the  orders  of 
the  state»-depaties,  which  had  been  annonnced  to  them  the 
preceding  day.  They  replied  they  had  not  yet  leceired  a 
copy  of  them;  having  said  this  they  were  instantly  ordered 
to  retire. 

On  hearing  this  document  read,  and  seeing  the  magna- 
wdmHf  of  the  Bemonstrants,  under  aU  the  disadTantages 
which  they  encountered,  and  the  studied  insults  which  they 

received.  Professor  Ba.rlieus,  the  celebrated  poet,  wlio  was 
among  the  spectators  of  this  scene,  exclaims  in  one  of  his 
letters;  When  I  heard  these  things,  I  admiied  the  courage 
of  the  men.  They  were  really  intrepid,  and  spoke  in  the 
synod  as  equals  with  their  equals.  Their  countenances  were 
unruffled  and  serene,  and  they  seemed  to  be  prepared,  as 
they  confessed,  to  endure  all  extremities." 
We  now  come  to  the  severest  part  of  the  contest  between 
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the  Remonstrants  and  the  synod,  which  finally  terminated 
in  Uie  expulsion  of  the  former  from  that  assembly,  in  a 
maoner  we  shall  have  to  notiea.  After  being  eameady 
pressed  to  withdiaw  their  protest  agidnst  the  synodUats  as 
unequitable  judges,  they  replied  to  this  request  in  a  writing 
containing  the  following  statement  That  they  con* 
sidered  the  greater  part  of  the  members  of  the  synod  to  be 
their  enemiesy  and,  therefoxe,  they  could  not  promise  to  re* 
ceive  its  decrees  with  blind  passive  obedience ;  nererthdess 
they  should  bear  with  patience,  its  decisions  in  relation 
to  their  affairs,  and  commend  the  whole  matter  to  God, 
who  would  vindicate  their  innocency.  If,  however,  thej 
were  allowed  to  enter  into  a  conference  with  the  synod  osi 
their  doctrines,  and  suffered  to  defend  them,  and  refute  the 
contrary  sentiments,  so  far  as  thej  might  judge  it  necessary; 
and  if  nothing  were  imposed  on  them  by  the  synod,  that 
would  be  burdensome  to  their  consciences,  in  that  case  they 
would  submit  with  entire  obedience  to  its  orders,  saving 
always  their  protestation.^  They  ihrther  added,  that  with 
respect  to  the  coijimands  of  the  lay-commissioners,  they 
promised  to  obey  them,  in  every  case  where  their  con- 
sciences would  suffer  them.  Nevertheless,  they  could  but 
declare,  that  they  valued  what  they  deemed  to  be  the  truth 
of  God,  above  every  consideration,  and  could  by  no  means 
be  induced  to  ahaiidou  it,  and,  therefore,  humbly  requested 
that  nothing  should  be  imposed  upon  them  which  might 
be  oppressive  to  their  consciences.^ 

The  request  of  the  Remonstrants  to  be  permitted  to  re- 
fute the  doctrines  of  the  Contra-Remonstrants,  was  highly 
offensive  to  the  prcbident  and  many  of  the  members  of  the 
synod.  And  so  sensitive  were  they  on  this  subject,  that 
when  the  cited  even  slighUy  referred  to  them  in  the  way 
of  negation,  in  thdr  declaration  of  tiie  first  article  presented 
to  the  synod  on  the  13th  of  December,  the  president  at 
the  same  sitting,  iu  commanding  them  to  prepare  their 
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sUtenMnt  of  the  Ibur  remaioing  aitidei^  strictly  fbrftNul  tliam 
maldiig  any  attempt  to  refute  the  opimooB  of  the  Contra* 
Remonttnmtt,  and  especially  admonished  them  to  treat  of 

the  comfortable  doctrine  of  election,  and  not  of  reprobation* 
Having  presented  their  statement  of  the  remaining  poiuts» 
they  were  then  ordered  to  prepare  their  ohaenrationa  ttpon 
the  catechism  and  confesuon.  To  this  requirement  Epis- 
copins  replied,  "  that  they  were  surprised  to  be  llms  called 
upon  for  their  remarks  upon  the  confession  and  catechism, 
before  the  five  points  were  discussed ;  or  they  were  allowed 
to  defend  the  opinions  they  maintained  coneeming  them, 
which  they  said  they  were  anthorised  to  do  hy  their  letters 
of  citation.**  This  reply  caused  much  altercation,  and  ih(j 
cited  were  again  and  again  commanded  to  submit  to  the 
orders  of  the  synod,  while  Heinsius  speaking  on  the  part  of 
the  lay-commissioners  attempted  to  give  weight  lo  their 
commands  hy  striking  violently  on  the  tahle,  a  practice  in 
which  he  manifested  much  dexterity  in  subsequent  sittings 
of  the  synod,  when  conveying  the  commands  of  the  lay- 
commiasioners  to  the  Remonstrants.  At  length  Bogerman 
addreised  the  cited,  saying,  **it  is  thejndgment  of  the 
synod  and  the  lay-commissioners  that  you  are  not  to  be 
allowed  the  privilege  of  proptjsing  and  explaining  your 
opinions  to  the  extent  that  you  may  please,  but  it  is  to  be 
left  with  the  synod  to  judge  how  ftr  this  may  be  granted 
to  yon."  To  this  Episcopins  replied,  ^  that  they  had  dis- 
tinctly understood  by  their  letters  of  citation,  that  they  should 
have  the  liberty  of  fully  explaining  and  defending  their 
opinions,  and  that  they  could  not  prevail  upon  their  con* 
sciences  to  enter  upon  a  discasston  on  their  differences,  un- 
less snch  liberty  were  conceded  to  them.^  This  decisiFO 
declaration  highly  offended  the  synod,  and  scvcial  of  the 
members  inreighed  against  the  Remonstrants  as  being  bold 
and  presumptuous*  Polyander,  who  well  knew  the  talents 
of  his  colleague  Episcopius,  and  had  long  envied  the  repu- 
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tation  they  had  secured  to  him,  was  g^ad  to  see  the  man 
under  whom  he  had  formerly  qaailed,  now  attempted  to  be 
mnseled  by  the  gripe  of  bigotry  and  ecclesiastioal  power  ; 

and  publicly  said,  during  this  debate,  that  in  case  the 
RemoDstrants  were  sufiered  to  go  on  in  tbeir  own  way,  tbcy 
woold  render  the  doctrines  of  the  Contra*Bemon8trant8»  and 
those  who  maintahied  them  extremely  odious;  wben 
the  testy  Gomarns  added,  that  their  boldness  in  ehalleng- 
ing  every  one  to  disputation,  and  tlieirwish  to  combat  every 
man's  opinion^  ought  to  be  curbed.    Amidst  all  this  the 
Remonstrants  remained  unmoved.  They  had  prepared  them* 
selves  for  the  day  of  battle^  determined  not  to  flinch,  and 
insisted  on  their  right  to  state  their  doctrines  as  they  judged 
fit,  with  the  liberty,  also,  of  coinV)ating  those  of  their  enemies. 
And  when  the  president  again  declared  that  they  would  not 
be  allowed  to  refhte  the  doctrines  of  otheis,  Episcoj^ns  an- 
swered him  in  the  following  words ;  ^  We  are  resolved  not 
to  treat  with  the  synod  upon  any  other  terms.  It  is  for  the  in- 
terest of  our  cause  to  proceed  in  this  manner.    We  must  re- 
Aite  the  contrary  opinions.  We  do  not  so  much  scruple  at  the 
doctrine  of  election  as  that  of  reprobation ;  ^  [We  ieel  no 
great  difficulty  in  admitting  that  God  has  dected  some 
parlicular  persons  to  everlasting  life,]  but  we  can  by  no 
means  admit  that  he  has  doomed  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
the  human  race  to  everlasting  destnicticm  by  an  irrevocaUe 
decree;  and  that^  too,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  exhibitmg 
his  severity  and  power.    This  is  the  point  that  wounds  us 
to  the  heart,  and  distresses  our  churches  and  people,  and| 

*  W«  intert  the  panage  in  bnekett  on  the  authority  of  Biandt  2C  it  not 
hi  tha  Latin  edition  of  Bpiteopiai.  We  ahaU  gift  the  taatt  of  the  Latin 
Editor,  nUch  ia  a  litcni  tnnalaUon  ftvni  the  Datch  of  UnboRb. 
Nm  adeo  de  EJeetieiu  Inhoramut,  §ed  ptHiHmm  ajkmUtOti  vtntmtMr  dnm 
repnhatbmi§  iIodHiunn  j  Dmm,  nempt,  mutimam  komimm  paHmm  ffltphto 
decreto  ad  eefermmm  neltUm  reprobtute,  idgm  mdnmjiuHtUf  jiywwjai ptttt' 
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Iberefefe,  we  mut  eUdm  the  privilege  of  refo^g  it  •  The 

president  said,  "  Take  care,  gentlemen,  that  }  uu  arc  not 
fumishiDg  us  with  rea&ons  to  believe  that  you  are  aiming  at 
nothing  bat  e?a8ioni.**  "  Not  so^**  said  one  of  the  Bexnon- 
•tiantSy  **  we  are  ready  to  dispute  at  this  momenty**  and  then 
in  a  tone  of  defiance,  looking  round  upon  the  membere  df 
the  synod,  he  exclaimed,  "  Are  there  none  of  these  pro- 
fessors that  dare  dispute  with  us?  If  we  are  in  error,  pray 
bftre  the  kindness  to  show  ns  it,  and  we  aie  ready  to  aban* 
don  iV*  Bat  the  only  reply  made  to  this  challenge  was,  a 
command  from  the  president  that  they  should  obey,  and 
simply  slate  their  doctrines  to  Uie  synod,  he  adding  that  the 
martyrs  themselves  did  not  scruple  to  declare  their  opinions 
to  their  heathen  judges:  '^Trae,"  it  was  replied,  bat 
the  martyrs  did  not  ibrbear  reftiting  the  opinions  of  their 
adversaries.*'  **  But,"  rejoined  the  president,  "  they  did 
not  oppose  the  opinions  of  others,  when  pressed  to  give 
an  account  of  th^r  own.**  Yes^**  it  was  said,  they  did, 
and  for  so  dmng  were  pat  to  death  ;  and  we  are  no  less 
ready  to  sufier  for  the  troth.*  Baring  this  discossion  they 
were  again  and  a^in  urged  to  obey,  it  being  said  that  it 
was  the  order  of  their  superiors  that  they  should  only  de- 

•  Towards  the  close  of  this  df-bate,  Gomanis,  who  wa.s  one  of  ihc  most  rigid 
reprobat!oni«;ts,  and  who,  nccordinjj  to  Uraudt,  felt  himself  aiiucd  at  by 
these  remarks  of  I^pistopitis  looked  a'^kaiicc  at  him,  and  said,  that  he 
bad  falsified  the  dortrine  of  reprobation ,  in  representing  it  as  merely  de- 
niifncd  to  fviiiliii  the  severity  and  power  ol  God.  For  no  one,"  said  he 
(of  course  meaning  himself,)  "  roaioUiins  that  God  abs<duttly  decreed  to 
reprobate  men  without  respect  to  sin :  as  he  deerred  tlje  end  reprobation,  so 
hedeert  td  likewise  Uie  means  as  the  foundation  of  it;  that  is,  as  God  pre- 
deslniated  man  to  death,  so  he  predi  stinated  hijii  to  sin  as  the  only  means 
of  death."  The  meiuurable  Hales,  in  giving  an  at  count  of  this  debate  to  the 
ambassador  Carlton,  says,  that  Gomarus  seemed  to  be  mi-Iitily  pleased  with 
the  supj)Osilion  that  he  had  bv  tliis  statement  removed  every  thin;;  like  jtist 
groimd  of  charge  UL^ainst  the  due  trine  of  reprobation  j  when  Hales  quaintly 
adds,  that  he  thonght,  "  he  was  merely  playing  the  part  of  a  tinker,  who, 
in  attempting  to  meud  a  kettle,  makes  it  worse  than  it  was  before.** 
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fend  their  doetnnes  to  Ikr  as  Uie  tjmod  judged  proper^  and 
not  atUck  the  opposite  opimona.  Nielliue  nid,  •*  Tertul- 
liaii  rightly  <>l)serves,  that  a  law,  to  be  equitably  binding-, 
should  be  admitted  as  just  not  only  hy  the  legislator,  but 
also  by  Uioee  who  are  reqiiiied  to  obey  it;  but  this  ktw  is 
an  intolerable  one,  by  which  it  is  attempted  to  oUsge 
us  to  follow  the  prescriptions  of  our  ad?enaries  in  Ibe 
defence  of  our  cause."* 

The  president,  who  seized  hold  ot  eveary  circumstance 
which  he  supposed  coold  render  the  Bemonstranls  odious  to 
the  synod,  wished  to  make  it  appear,  that  they  wanted  to 
agitate  the  doctrine  ol  reprobation,  not  as  a  matter  of  con- 
science, but  by  their  representation  of  it  to  bring  into  con- 
tempt the  synodists  who  generally  advocated  it.  In  doing 
this,  he  adverted  to  the  statement  of  one  of  the  cited, 
who,  when  contending  for  the  right  of  treating  of  this 
subject,  vised  the  word  prtmu ;  (winch  is  a  pt  rflct  equaoque,) 
and  he  represented  him  as  meaning  that  it  should  be  Jirsi 
entered  upon,  whereas  he  only  meant  that  it  ought  to  be 
the  principal  point  to  be  discussed.  And  pereetTing  that 
he  was  not  so  understood,  he  immediately  explained  his  in- 
tention, by  substituting  the  synonyme  prwcipue.  This  the 
president  well  knew:  still  he  could  but  act  in  this  dis- 
honourable way,  for  the  purpose  of  misrepresenting  the 
Remonstrants.  Episcopius  perceiving  this  was  detennined 

*  Nidlias  was  a  maa  of  an  intrepid  and  daring  apiit^  joined  with  nn- 
bonding  netitodo  of  prineipk.  The  foxmer  be  inherited  from  his  father, 
whoie  deede  of  holj  heroinn  he  need  to  ndte  witii  pleaenre.  The  fattier 
wna  the  partienlar  friend  and  feUow-labonier  of  Jnnini,  and  amidit  all  the 
dangera  attendant  upon  a  pablie  avowal  of  Proteitaatiiin  at  that  period, 
fearlcedjr  pleached  the  Goepel  to  the  people.  On  one  ooearion,  in  the  jear 
1566^  he  pieaehcd  at  the  veiy  tame  honr,  and  near  the  market-place  In 
Antweip,  where  the  Papiat  magiatratea  were  putting  to  death  aonw  pefieaa 
OB  aeooant  of  their  attachment  to  Proteatanilam }  and  ttiia  hero  coold  aee 
fkom  the  honae  where  he  wai  thoa  engaged,  Uie  flanea  of  the  Are  whieli  were 
coiianniing  hia  brethren  in  Chriit.  ilfwadi,  voL  i.  p.  16S. 
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to  frustrate  his  design,  and  said,  tliat  it  was  not  for  the 
order  they  contended,  but  the  hbertjr  of  treating  of  rcpro- 
batiooy  as  well  as  eKection."  The  - president  replied^  If 
tliis  be  gnnted,  yon  will  render  the  bosiness  inteiminable.** 
They  promised  this  should  not  be  tbe  case,  nererthdess,  he 
still  refused,  and  required  them  to  submit  to  the  judgment 
of  the  synody  which  claiiaed  the  right  of  saying  how  far, 
and  in  what  manner,  the  subjects  in  question  should  be 
tseated;  and  as  the  Bemonstiants  urged  their  rights  the 
lay-president  requested  Bogerman  pointedly  to  ask  them 
whether  they  would  say  yea  or  nay  to  this  order,  adding, 
that  in  the  event  of  their  answering  in  the  negative,  certain 
gentlemen  should  be  deputed  to  the  Hague,  to  acquaint 
their  High  Mightinesses  with  the  contumacy  of  the  Remon* 
slraiits.  This  was  done  to  Iiold  the  cited  in  terrorem. 
Bogerman  acting  upon  these  directions  began  with  Episco- 
pius,  who  replied,  we  must  have  time  to  coniider  of  this 
matter,  and  give  our  answer  in  wridng.**  Thb  was  denied 
them  by  Bogerman,  but  was  conceded  by  the  lay-president, 
and  Uiey  were  permitted  to  retire  for  three  hours.  Wbeu 
they  returned,  they  asked  leave  to  read  their  answer,  but 
this  request  was  not  granted ;  and  the  president  (»dered  the 
document  to  be  presented  to  him,  which  was  done.  He 
first  read  it  privately,  then  handed  it  to  the  assessors,  who 
also  read  it,  as  did  aftei"\N  ai  ds  the  lay-commissioners.  This 
occupied  about  half  an  hour,  during  which  time  there  was 
the  most  profound  silence.  At  length  it  was  read  aloud,  of 
which  the  following  constitutes  the  principal  part  If  we 
are  only  allowed  to  answer  the  resolution  of  the  synod  with 
a  subscription  of  yea  or  nay,  then  we  say  that  we  abide  by 
the  answer  that  we  presented  to  the  synod  yesterday ;  but 
if  permitted  to  explain  our  meaain£^  which  we  think  is  due 
to  us,  then  we  answer,  we  shall  state  and  defend  our  senti- 
niciits,  first  on  election,  and  then  on  reprobation  ^  after 
which  we  shall  proceed  to  the  refutation  of  the  opposite 
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sentiments  of  the  OoBtnuRemonstranto,  and  of  those  whom 
they  hold  to  he  orlLodox,  on  each  of  these  articles,  answer- 
ing any  question  which  may  be  proposed  by  the  pceadeat 
in  the  way  of  explanAtion»  either  in  writing  or  ffM  twee,  by 
thoee  amongst  na  whom  we  may  judge  best  qualified  to  do 
it.    And  that  we  may  not  be  cousidcred  as  asking  for  un- 
reasonable time,  we  will  leave  it  with  the  lay-commissioDers 
to  limit  the  extent  of  it;  nerertheleMy  we  do  hope  that  their 
justice  and  kindness  will  allow  ns  sufficient  to  prepaiB 
ofnr  papers,  and  we  promise  to  endeavour  to  make  our  mode 
of  treating  these  subjects  as  grateful  to  the  s^mod  as  pos- 
sible.*'   After  reading  this  paper,  certain  parts  of  which 
had  excited  the  bile  of  Bogermasy  he  strove  with  as  modi 
tact  as  he  waa  master  of,  to  suppress  his  feelings^  and  with 
a  degree  of  apparent  sangfroid,  looked  a  second  time  at  its 
contents  with  assumed  geriousnpRs  and  couctm;  and  then 
rising,  said,    that  the  first  part  of  this  document  was  suf- 
ficiently plain,"  but  proceeding  to  the  words,  ^and  that  they 
would  vefute  the  sentiments  of  those  whom  the  Contn^ 
Remonstrants  held  as  orthodox he  lost  all  self-government, 
and  asked  in  a  tone  indicative  of  his  angry  feelings  being 
excited,   and  who  are  meant  by  these     fipiscopius  said, 
^  this  is  not  a  siutaUe  time  to  propose  snch  a  question,  but 
we  win  name  them  when  the  business  in  question  is  before 
the  synod."    He  then  exclaimed,  "but  the  Remonstrants 
have  frequently  mentioned  them  in  their  writings,  and  if 
yon  will  not  name  them,  I  will, — ^yon  mean  those  venerable 
men,  those  brave  heroes,  and  noble  lights  of  the  church, 
whose  spirits  are  now  in  heaven,  and  whose  memory  is 
pleasing  both  to  God  and  man  ;  I  mean,  Perkins,  Wilhaker, 
Zwinglius,  Bucer,  Calvin,  Beza,  Zanchius,  and  Piscator, 
with  a  great  many  others,  who  lived  in  the  various  countries 
from  which  deputies  are  now  sitting  in  this  synod.**  During 
the  delivery  of  this  speech,  he  was  so  outrageously  excited 
and  carried  away  by  anger,  that  his  whole  teme  seemed  to 
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ihake  iHUi  tfie  agitation  <rf  his  feelings.  After  the  atom 
of  his  passion  liad  snbsidedy  lie  saw  that,  as  pfesident  of 

the  synod,  he  had  by  such  conduct  insulted  its  dignity;  and, 
therefore,  he  deemed  it  proper  to  order  the  Remonstrants 
to  withdraw,  and  in  their  absence  to  make  an  apology,  say- 
ing, thai  his  being  thns  ezoiled  wis  occasioned  bj  his 
hearing  the  memory  of  snch  holy  men  thus  assai]od,-Hiham»' 
fully  treated, — and  touched  by  such  impure  hands ;  and, 
therefore^  he  hoped  that  the  lay  and  ecclesiastical  members 
of  the  synod  would  forgive  him.** 

fiy  this  cirenmstanee  the  Remonstrants  most  evidendy 
see  the  reluctance  of  the  president,  and  through  him  that  of 
the  s}iu>(l,  to  all()\v  them  to  attack  any  of  the  great  patrons 
of  their  system ;  and  this  reluctance  would  certainly  not  be 
diminished  by  Episeopins  saying  at  a  snbsequent  period, 
when  speaking  of  the  statements  of  Piseator,  that  semal 
of  them  contained  abominable  doctrines,  and  of  those  who 
would  defend  them,  my  souly  come  not  thou  into  tlieir  as- 
9emhly.  This  declaration  arose  out  of  a  question  of  the 
piesidenty  in  which  he  asked,  how  it  was  that  the  Reman* 
strants  in  their  scheme  of  toleration,  had  proposed  to  tolerate 

the  doctrines  of  tlie  Contra-Rcmonstrants,  though  ihvy  now 
pronounced  them  to  be  monstrous,  and  highly  injurious  to 
piety  ^  But,''  said  Episeopins,  ''you  know,  Sir,  that  in 
the  resolution  of  the  States  providing  for  such  toleration 
and  the  peace  of  the  church,  it  was  only  allowed  that  these 
offensive  doctrines  might  be  debated  in  the  universities, 
and  not  publicly  taught,  much  less  insisted  upon  as  true, 
and  that  the  belief  of  them  is  necessary  to  salvation.'* 
''  Besides,*  said  Niellius,  the  Contra-RemoostraaU  them- 
selves, at  that  time,  made  a  show  of  rejecting  them  in  their 
\vriling55,  though  they  have  since  become  their  patrons." 
This  statement  was  not  attempted  to  be  rebutted,  and  its 
accuracy  may  be  admitted  ftom  the  fact  stated  in  the  note 
at  page  268,  of  the  Calvinittic  hiotheriiood,  soma  time  be- 
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fore  the  synod  of  Dorif  having  been  warned  in  vahoua 
proTineeB  to  be  more  guarded  ia  their  statements  on  these 
ofiensive  points. 

As  might  be  expected,  these  declarations  from  the  Re- 
monstrants were  displeasing  to  the  foreign  divines.  For 
though  they  had  not  gone  the  lengths  of  the  Dntch  Calvin- 
istSy  neverthelessy  this  mode  of  reference  to  the  names  of 
these  persons^  by  the  president,  wss  calcnlsted  to  prejndico 
tlicm  against  the  cited  iiiiiusters.  Of  this  Bogerman  was 
aware,  and  taking  advantage  of  this  feeling,  he  dismissed  the 
citedy  and  then  proceeded  to  ask  these  foreigners  their 
opinion  of  them.  It  was  generslly  what  he  wished.  Many 
were  rery  severe  against  them,  especially  those  of  Qeneva, 
who  did  not  scruple  to  intimate,  that  strong  measures  in  the 
way  of  chastisement  ought  to  be  adopted  against  them  by 
the  civil  authorities.  This  can  be  no  matter  of  sniprise^ 
They  had  been  famOiariEed  with  persecutioii  in  the  person 
of  the  founder  of  their  school,  and  as  his  conduct  as  a 
persecutor  had  brought  no  reproach  upon  his  name,  up  to 
the  period  of  which  we  are  writing,  amongst  the  Keibrmed 
Doctors  who  liad  espoused  his  theological  opinions,  and 
adopted  hia  system  of  church  government,  these  divines 
could  feel  no  misgivings  in  avowing  such  sentiments.* 

•  Let  It  not  be  inppoaed  weintend  to  iiitiiDate^tlMit  it  neeeeMiily  folIowe,tlMit 
beetttie  a  nto  in  this  day  may  go  mil  the  leagths  of  Oatirin^  emd,  Iw  mint, 
thmAxe^  Imbibe  aay  portion  of  Calvin's  peneonting  ipiitt.  We  nj|eice  to 
loiowlliecoiitruy  to  be  thecMe.  Better  timet  and  better  viewi  hare  oome 
npon  Hi,  than  thoee  In  which  he  lifed;  and  we  are  glad  to  mark  the  mora 
tolerant  feeling  manlfeited  by  thoe^  who,  nerertheleifi  icvere  hie  mcmoiy ; 
at  wiU  be  leen  ftom  the  epirlt  of  a  writer,  who  itatea,  in  the  Christian 
Obeenrer  for  Jane,  1834,  tliat,  while  reeidiog  In  Genera,  he  felt  nrach  pained 
at  not  being  able  to  Und  the  gmv e  of  Calvin ;  no? ertbeleii,  he  wai  glad  to 
know  that  the  plaoe  of  ServetmPe  exeentioQ  wonid  ihortly  he  nnknown*  the 
canee  of  which  will  be  fonnd  in  the  following  itatement  His  remaike  opon 
the  enlgect  are  worthy  of  the  libemllty  of  the  pieeent  age. 

I  an  glad  10  Und  that  DO  one  wiD  he  aUa  to  point  out  the  eiiet  apot  wheio 
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It  was  now  that  certain  members  of  the  synod  were  sent 
to  the  Hague,  to  infonn  tbe  StateB-CreDeral  of  its  proceed- 
ings. The  Remonstnmts  also  transmitted  a  docameDt  to 

that  assembly,  Tindicatory  of  their  conduct^  but  no  atten- 
tion was  j)aid  to  it,  and  the  deputies  returned  with  a  de- 
claration from  their  High  Mightinesses  of  their  approval  of 
tbe  measures  of  the  synod ;  with  positive  commands  to  the 
cited  to  answer  any  questions  proposed  to  them  by 
the  president,  with  a  simple  yea  or  nay,  vitfd  vocCy  or  in 
writing,  as  the  synod  should  deem  most  proper.  Thus 
armed,  Bogerman  summoned  these  ministers  and  asked  them, 
whether  they  achnowledged  u  theirs  the  five  articles  de- 
lended  at  the  conference  of  the  Hague  Episcopius  being 
about  to  reply,  on  behalf  of  his  brethren,  the  president  of 
the  lay-coraraissioners  judging,  it  seems,  by  his  manly 
bearing  that  he  was  unawed  by  the  reading  of  the 
iigunetion  of  the  statesi  and  wishing  to  give  weight  to  i^ 
in  order  to  secure  his  submission,  slopped  him,  and  cooi^ 
manded  him  to  speak  slowly,  that  his  answer  might  be 
written  down.  The  professor  then  recommenced  with  great 
calmness  and  dignity ;  and  in  a  tone  of  voice  indicative  of 
an  unsubdued  spirit,  he  delivered  hb  answer  in  the  follow- 
ing words.  Having  weighed  this  matter  in  the  fesr  of  the 
Lord,  and  sought  direction  from  him  in  uarncsl  prayer,  I 
cannot  so  far  do  violence  to  my  conscience,  as  to  treat  the 

Stnretns  bant  I  lately  took  a  walk  to  tho  Clmy  4^k  Bwrrm^  tbe 
anoieat  place  of  eaeentioa,  aad  whoie  Serretcu  cloied  hie  flMUncboly  career. 
A  few  jeaia  ago  the  ground  wae  all  waste,  and  a  laige  cavity  eziiledt  which 
was  the  plaee  of  death  ;  but  recently  it  was  lold  b;  OoTenuneDt,  and  the 
purchaser  has  completely  filled  up  tbe  hollow,  ohaoged  tbe  whole  appMUaaoa 
of  the  neighbourhood,  and  converted  the  Golgotha  of  Geneva  to  a  xmili^g 
field.  I  trust  this  event  is  cmbli-matical  of  the  better  views  and  feelings 
which  arc  gaining  poMesiion  of  Christendom,  in  regard  to  religious  liberty. 
May  the  time  soon  arrive,  when  universally  the  truth  of  Christ  will  be  left  to 
tghtila  contest  and  gain  its  Tietoi;  bjr  its  own  heaven-bom  stiengtb,  unaided 
or  latber  oaenibanasiedbjtbe  afeepiMu^  camel  mme^*" 
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matter  in  debate  otherwiee  thao  aa  elated  in  the  laat  pa^ 

we  preseDted  to  tlie  qmod.^  Willi  tfaie  statement  all  the 

others  concurred.  The  president,  Imwever,  atieuipted  to 
force  them  to  answer  yea  or  najr^  when  Episcopius  said  they 
would,  if  they  were  allowed  to  gire  their  explanations  with 
their  anawera.  Bnt  the  aynod  now  elated  with  the  authority 
with  which  it  was  invested  by  the  States,  treated  this 
propiisiil  with  isuch  disre^^pect  and  contempt  as  actually 
to  burst  into  fits  of  laughter.  This  conduct  the  Remon- 
atnata  did  not  £ui  to  upbraid  them  with  aa  unaanly  and 
vngeniienianly,  and  in  the  eireunalBBeea  in  which  thm 
intrigues  had  placed  them,  as  mean  and  cowardly,  being  far 
from  that  dignity  of  feeliog  which  treats  a  subdued  foe 
with  a  species  of  generous  lenity  and  courtesy* 

On  the  eleventh  of  Jannaiy,  a  further  attempl  was  made 
to  induce  them  to  answer  yea  or  nay  to  the  proposed  quea-' 
tions.  **  W  e  will  auswer  you  six  liuudicd  or  a  thousand 
questions,*^  said  Episcopius,  "  if  you  will  allow  us  at  the 
same  tune  to  discuss  the  doctrinea  of  election  and  repcobih 
tdoaJ*  Yo\i  ahaU  do  it^"  and  the  president,  'Mf  y<^  can 
pirodnce  any  ofthe  doctors  of  the  Netbeflands,  who  hare 
presented  them  in  the  way  that  you  sa\ ,  that  is,  iu  an  un- 
sciiptural  manner,  and  injurious  to  the  glory  of  God."  Bo- 
german  supposed  that  by  thus  elating  the  snbieet  he  had 
placed  the  Kemonstrants  in  a  dilemmay  but|  instead  of  that, 
Episcopius  readily  accepted  the  challenge ;  when  the  other 
found  that  he  had  gone  Too  far,  and  iiistaiilly  withdrew  liis  })ro- 
posaL*   Subsequently  several  of  the  members  of  the  synod 

■ 

•  That  the  reader  mny  judge  whether  jiistopiui  had  sufficient  cause  for 
ncrt'ptint:;-  tljc  challenge,  and  Bogerman  lu  rcfusjug  it,  he  ouglit  to  turn  to  the 
Acta  Jicmanjtrantiuni,  and  examine  the  passages  there  introduced  by  the  Re- 
monstrants, which  they  quote  from  the  works  of  tlie  Dutch  and  other  Calvin* 
istic  divines,  giving  the  volume  and  page  from  which  they  make  their 
aeleetions,  and  which  they  presented  to  the  synod.  He  may  take,  however, 
ib»  Ibllowi]^  as  a  specimen,  selected  from  a  vast  mass  of  a  similar  kind. 

Nott  cft  fUsQiiit  kc.,  Peua  mbtoiiiU  tat  toluntate,  cui  nemo  reciitera 
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Ihoi^i  thai  the  qneetkiiiB  the  president  kktended  to  propoee, 
ahonld  be  given  to  the  cited,  and  they  thould  be  allowed  to 
retnm  thehr  answers  in  writing,  in  their  own  way.  This 

Bogerman  and  his  Dutch  brethren  o})|>osed,  alleging  that 
in  that  case  they  would  occupy  too  much  of  the  time  of  the 
synod;  when  it  was  replied  by  fipiacofnoa^  "  not  so;  and  in 
proof  of  this  let  the  questions  be  given  to  ns  and  we  will 
answer  them:  and  to  show  that  we  do  not  conteiid  for  order, 
we  will  incorporate  oar  answers  with  our  declaration,  or  at 
least  append  them  to  it  This  we  promise  to  do  on 
an  early  day,  onr  obaerrations  on  the  first  article  being 
ready.**  Hoping  that  matters  were  nearly  arranged,  Epis- 
copius  made  signs  with  his  hand  as  significant  of  his  wait- 
ing the  approval  of  the  president.  Several  of  the  better 
part  of  the  synod  actually  rose  np»  and  beckoned  to  Bogei^ 
nan  to  eomply,  and  deliyer  to  the  piolessor  the  qoeationa 
which  had  been  prepared  by  the  officers  of  the  synod. 
This,  liowever,  looked  too  much  like  coming  to  terms  of 
amity  with  the  Kemonstrants;  and,  therefore,  he  refused  to 
comply  with  thb  reasonable  reqaest,  and  by  the  adoption  of 
tortuous  proceedings,  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  ns  to 

pussity  lunge  maxiuiam  linmani  generis  partem  reprolian  vi  ad  ceternum  ex- 
itium  creare,    Antonius  Thysius  ad  summam  Baronis,  pp.  U),  20. 

Reprobatioucin  tria  conscquuntur,  priratiu  gratiaj,  pcccula,  paeas  peccato- 
xum.    Gotn.  disp.  deprad. 

Fructns  reprobationis  sunt  desertio,  privatio  gratis  Dei  it  iiiedioniin,iii- 
dnnUio^  tut,  Fetk,  J%*$,  Cmtei^  p.  81S. 

fikibiolBlft  leptobtU dgCTeflt Pcoi aon  «flea»ltai»?tl  umwamA- 
wgdo  illii  ETiDgvliiiBa  Tslad  boo  tBBtiuB  aiuiiiiiebaidO)  nt  nddutttrlnea- 
eUMbUct.  PUeator  ad  V^niU,  put  i.  pp.  25, 26c^,  274, 400. 

FIddM  nsponiiiiieio  ot  hoilbillter  se  peocstis  oontm  Demn  et  legem  ipdns 
poll«ut»  qniaimoia  idololatiism,  sapeivtttioiMiD,  fyum  doctriMm,  ]uBNiia» 
■ltentlion«f,  Cbrifti  shnegttiOBom,  &octaitM£tim,  difldentlaa,  Uoentiam 
vondifsuperbiam,  robtUioiiMB,lioiiiioidiii]ii,adQltofiiiai,  pioditioiiopi, 
aimilia  prolabnntnr,  «te. 

Nihilomlniu  tamen  ondinrai  et  hitcoiMm  obitantibiu  penooram  babemot 
nm  iMototaliter  neo  flnaliter  ezcldon,iMc  ezcidera  pone  ex  patemo  amon 
•tgwtttMcfssnoi.  SmtMm  *m  mm  MfiftmmH  wm,     p.  77. 
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detail,  he  finally  carried  his  point  in  getting  the  synod  to 
consent  to  judge  them  from  their  writings,  and  having  ac- 
complished this  otgect  they  were  required  to  present  to  this 
assembly  their  rentrks  on  the  first  article^  which  they  had 
intimated  was  in  a  state  of  prepsration  for  deti^ery.  Epia^ 
copiub'  auswer  to  this  request  furnished  a  second  occasion  Lo 
Bogennan,  to  charge  him  with  telling  another  lie.  It  was 
4o  this  effect :  ^*  The  writing  is  not  yet  ready,  but  it  shall 
be  ready  in  a  few  days.**  To  which  Bogarman  replied, 

bot  you  said  it  was  ready,  and  had  it  in  your  hand."  The 
professor  said,  "  that  his  words  had  been  incorrectly  un- 
derstood. The  writing  alluded  to  in  his  hand  certainlj 
contained  the  substance  of  their  observations,  but  it  was 
necessary  that  a  fair  copy  shoold  be  made  ftom  it,  in  order 
to  be  presented  to  the  synod."  This  explanation,  howerer, 
the  president  cliose  not  to  consider  satisfactory,  as  will  be 
seen  irom  the  mode  in  which  he  referred  to  this  circum- 
stance, when  they  were  finally  dismissed  from  the  synod, 
which  took  place  shortly  after. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  January,  after  being  summoned  into 
the  presence  of  this  assembly,  a  long  speech  was  made  to 
them  by  the  president,  on  the  subject  of  the  liberty  they 
requested,  and  the  resolution  of  the  synod  not  to  grant 
that  request,  he  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  were 
bound  to  obey  their  governors ;  and  then  asked  them,  if  ihey 
would  plainly  and  without  any  condition  obey  the  orders  of 
the  lay^commissioners  ?  To  this  qoestion  Episcopius,  an* 
swering  for  all  the  cited  persons,  said,  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  document  contuning  an  answer  to  the  presidents 
question,  and  entreated  that  it  might  be  read/'  Bogcrman 
refused,  and  insisted  that  they  should  peremptorily  answer 
yea  or  nay.  Episcopius  said,  such  an  answer  is  to  be 
found  in  this  document*  A  long  debate  between  him  and 
the  president  then  followed.  At  length  the  professor  said, 
*^  it  seems  very  strange  that  m  a  free  synod  ^there  cannot  be 
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granted  to  us  so  small  a  favour^  as  to  have  our  answer  to  a 
qaestion  read**  This  occasioned  the  paper  being  received 
and  read.  It  contained  a  Airther  declaration  of  their  aenil- 
ments  on  the  first  article,  to  which  was  prefixed  a  statement 
of  their  reasons  for  not  complying  with  the  order  of  the 
synod,  and  their  determination  to  abide  by  their  former  an« 
swer.  The  president  then  asked  each  of  the  cited  whether 
he  abided  hy  this  reply,  when  all  having  answered^  yes,  he 
desired  that  they  should  individually  sign  this  document. 
They  said  they  bad  done  it  already.  But  not  satisfied,  and 
as  though  determined  to  show  his  authority,  and  mortify 
theniy  he  required  that  they  should  come  to  his  table  and  sign 
it  again.  Epiecopius  as  professor  of  theology  in  the  principal 
beat  of  karning  belonf^in^;  to  the  States,  felt  that  he  was  in- 
sulted by  this  requirement  iiom  an  individual  who  was  his 
inferior  in  rank,  and  rising  from  his  seat  said,  as  he  ap- 
proached the  table  of  Bogermany  What  slaverif  4$  this  J  and 
having  signed  it,  he  reUred  with  a  countenance  expressive  of 
his  estimate  of  the  man  w  ho  could  thus  treat  him  with  con- 
tempt, because  by  the  power  of  a  faction  he  had  been  in- 
vested with  a  little  brief  authority*  Bogerman  having  in 
this  manner  gratified  his  feelings  in  trampling  on  the  giant 
of  the  party,  allowed  the  paper  to  be  handed  to  the  others, 
who  signed  it  at  their  own  table.  This  being  done,  it  ap- 
pears he  was  determined  to  repay  what  he  considered 
the  haughty  demeanour  of  the  RemonstrantSi  as  shown  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Professor  Episcopius ;  and  in  the  form  of 
a  dismissal,  thus  denounced  them.  "  The  synod  up  to  this 
very  period  has  treated  you  with  all  gentleness,  kindness, 
forbearance,  patience,  and  tenderness;  openly,  sincerely, 
and  honestly ;  but  you  in  return  have  only  treated  it  with 
deception,  artifice,  frauds,  and  lies.  And  from  your  con- 
duct in  relation  to  the  writing  you  last  presented  to  the 
synod,  it  appears  you  intended  to  end  as  you  began  ;  for 
f^kh  a  lie  you  begun^  and  with  a  lie  you  ended,  Episco- 

z 
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pim  In  the  first  instance  denied  baving  another  copy  of  bie 
speech,  and  in  the  second,  he  declared  that  yoar  lai>t 
wriLing  was  ready  for  deliv^eryy  and  then  subsequently  de- 
nied it    Gody  who  is  the  protector  and  defender  of  hin 
ehnreby  and  the  searaher  of  hearts,  sees  and  knows  the 
tfiehs  and  the  subtleties  with  which  you  haTe  endeaTomed 
to  deceive  this  venerable  synod;  he  knows,  also,  the  sincere 
desire  and  iucliuatioa  of  the  synod  to  eilect  your  good,  of 
whioh  he  will  take  acoounty  and  also  punish  jcm  condiftol, 
which  has  been  mnked  hj  lalsehoody  wickedness,  ftnad^ 
deceit,  and  contempt    And,  therefore,  that  the  synod  may 
proceed  peaceably  to  execute  the  will  and  intention  of  llieir 
High  Mightinesses  the  States,  in  searching  and  examinii^ 
jour  doctrines,  whioh,  hitherto,  in  consequence  of  your 
ptesence^  it  has  not  been  aUe  to  accomplish,  it  is  therefbn 
resolved  that  you  be  dismissed  from  the  synod,  and  that, 
too,  in  the  manner  which  you  have  merited,  namely,  as 
being  £Use  and  deceitful.   And  the  synod  deems  it  right 
that  you  ahonld  be  informed,  that  beMuae  your  obattnac^ 
and  disobedience  have  been  so  great  and  aanilald,  it  is 
designed  to  publish  your  conduct  to  the  whole  Christian 
world ;  and  that  it  be  stated  to  you,  that  it  is  not  without 
those  sjnritnal  arms,  by  which  it  can  punish  you  £ot  your 
contumacy,  obstinacy^  and  disobedience ;  or  tbe  means  lo 
vindicate  the  sentence  thns  passed  npon  you***  He  then 
added  in  a  most  scornful  and  commanding  manner,  "  IH* 
miUimim^  exiie,  depart,  begone.'* 

The  Jtemonstiants  baring  received  this  contemptaons  dis- 
missal with  the  utmost  composure,  Bpiscopius  rose  wilb 
manly  dignity  to  speak  on  behalf  (rf himself  and  his  tareth- 
ren,  and  said,  "  In  imitation  of  our  lilessed  Saviour,  we  shall* 
pass  over  these  reproaches  in  silence,  and  let  God  judge 
between  us  and  the  synod,  as  to  the  insinceri^,  fraud,  wick- 
edness, and  falsehood  with  which  we  are  ehlnrged;^  wlien 
he  was  interrupted  by  the  president,  with  bis  usual  exchh 
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malioB  of  Mtftf,  calwy  wheD  he  wsDted  to  hinder  them  from 
spealunif.   The  Remonelnoits  then  rose  together  to  leave 

the  synod.  NicUius  exclaimed,  in  passing  through  the 
crowd  that  witnessed  their  dismissal,  "  I  appeal  from  the 
}o|aatace  of  the  qmod  lo  the  jiut  judgment  seat  of  Jesiu 
Christ*'  Nananas  added,  that  he  appealed  to  the  throne 
of  God,  where  those  who  sat  hi  the  synod  as  judges  shoidd 
finally  appear  to  he  jndged  themselves."  Hollingenis  said 
lo  those  who  passed  hefore  him,  depart,  depart  iiroxn  the 
assembly  of  the  wicked," 

This  oneeremonioiis  and  violent  expnlmon  of  the  Remon- 
strants was  highly  displeasing  to  many  of  the  foreign  di- 
vines. They  felt  that  all  the  decencies  of  good  behaviour 
had  been  outraged,  and  their  dignity  as  gentlemen  and 
members  of  the  synod  implicated  in  the  conduct  of  the 
president,  in  thus  acting  towards  those  who  were  th^ 
equals  in  character,  scholarship,  talents,  respectability,  and 
office,  as  though  they  had  been  criminals  brought  from  the 
lowest  grades  and  dregs  of  society.  Our  countryman, 
Hales,  bitteily  complained  of  Bogerman*s  behanoor,  and 
many  of  the  foreigners  equally  indignant  expressed  theif 
disapprobation  of  it  at  a  sul^siquciiL  hilling  of  the  synod, 
as  being  passionate  and  insulting.  £ven  Balcanqual,  with 
att  the  rigid  attachments  of  a  Scotchman  of  that  day,  to 
Calvin's  Tiewa  of  eteetiom  and  reprohaiionf  when  writing  to 
flir  Dvdiey  Cailton,  says,  ^  it  was  a  strange  proceeding, 
and  a  scandalous  otlcnce;  1  must  confess  that  I  am  extremely 
troubled  as  oft  as  I  think  upon  it,  for  if  the  Kcmonstrants 
s«y  that  the  president  pionowiced  a  sentence  which  was  not 
that  of  the  synod,  they  certainly  would  not  speak  an  un- 
tmth.  Much  has  been  said  by  the  lawyers  ct  France 
against  the  neglect  of  forms  at  the  Council  of  Trent,  but 
with  much  more  of  justice  may  such  a  complaint  be  made 
in  relation  to  this  afiieiir,  for  not  a  third  of  the  members  were 
asked  to  Yole;  hence  the  sentence  was  not  thai  of  the 
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synod,  while  the  bitter  and  insolting  words  which  it  ocm- 
tained  were  ottered  hj  the  sole  authority  of  dds  one  man.** 

At  first  the  inland  divines  seemed  to  have  some  apprehen- 
sion that  this  rough  dismissal  might  be  offensive  to  that 
sense  of  honour  and  propriety,  which  is  supposed  to  be  as- 
soeialed  with  the  dignity  of  office  and  station ;  and,  there- 
fore, sent  a  deputation  to  the  Hague  to  represent  this 
conduct  of  the  president  in  the  best  light  to  Maurice,  and 
the  States  which  were  now  at  his  bidding.  They,  how- 
erer,  soon  found  that  all  their  misgivings  were  altog^er 
needless,  Ibr  the  prince  was  prepared  to  go  greater  lengths 
than  these  in  relation  to  the  Arminian  party ;  and,  there- 
fore, they  returned  with  his  perfect  approval  of  this  aiiair, 
and  that  of  his  creatures  in  the  States.  This  seems  to 
hanre  given  the  quietus  to  all  the  fears  of  the  Dutch  divines, 
and  suppressed  any  returns  of  remorse  that  might  be  felt  on 
Ihe  part  of  the  foreigners,  on  account  of  the  treatment 
shown  to  the  Remonstrants. 

Two  circumstance^  demand  a  moment's  consideration  in 
relation  to  this  famous  synod  The  £rst  is  that  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Remonstrants,  in  protesting  against  it  as  be- 
ing an  illegal  and  pardal  tribunal,  and,  therefore,  unfit 
to  decide  upon  the  controversies  which  had  agitated  the 
Dtitch  republic  for  so  many  years;  and,  secondly,  the  re- 
fusal of  the  synod  to  allow  these  ministers  to  state  their 
doctrines  in  that  way  which  ihey  judged  to  be  the  most 
likely  to  make  them  appear  as  being  in  conformity  with  the 
Sacred  Scriptures,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  Keformed  Church. 
As  regards  the  former  circumstance,  many  have  blamed 
the  cited,  and  charged  them  with  obstina^  and  want  of 
deference  to  such  an  assembly.  But  the  parties  who  do 
this,  must  either  not  have  made  themselves  ac(|uaintod 
with  the  state  of  feeling,  Uiat  had  long  existed  amongst 
the  Calvinist  clergy  against  their  brother  pastors  who  had 
embraced  the  milder  views  of  Melancthon  and  Arminius,— 
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with  the  ^atem  of  yexatioii  aad  penecation  which  they 
bad  eveiy  where  adopted,  for  the  purpose  of  excluding 
them  fr<m  the  mtnistry ;  or  else  they  most  be  eo  warped  by 

the  inlluonce  of  name  and  creed,  as  to  be  totally  incapable 
of  judging  impartially  in  the  matter.  Besides,  had  not  the 
Contra-BemoiiBtranta  so  acted^  the  cited  had  precedent  for 
each  a  line  of  condnct  Amaished  by  Protestants^  yea,  and  eren 
by  those  who  were  designated  Reformed.  Take,  for  instance* 
the  case  of  the  Protestants  in  relation  to  the  council  of  Trent 
who  reAised  to  acknowledge  the  legality  of  that  assembly, 
and  consequently  to  submit  to  its  decisions,  on  the  ground 
of  its  being  partial.  And  what  forms  a  more  direct  parallel 
to  the  case  of  the  Remonstrants,  was  the  conduct  of  Beza 
and  other  ministers  of  tiie  reformed  church,  who  refused 
even  to  enter  into  a  cof^erence  (which  was  all  the  Remon- 
strants desired  of  the  synod,)  with  the  Papists  at  Poissi,  till 
an  assurance  was  given  them  by  the  Hng  of  France,  that 
the  clergy  aud  pi  elates  isliould  not  be  their  judges.  This  was 
done  by  Beza  and  his  friends,  because  they  declared  that 
the  prelates  and  clergy  were  opposite  parties,  and  conse- 
quently unfit  to  judge  on  the  pmnts  in  dilute  between  them. 
They  therefore,  demanded  that  commissioners  should  be 
ap])ointed  as  judges,  who  were  supposed  not  to  be  pledged 
to  an  unalterable  maintenance  of  certain  dogmas,  to  which 
the  others  were  attached  6nm  their  reiy  profesaion*  * 

•  A  iMigtbctted  loooaat  of  thte  oonAnoee  it  to  be  Ibind  in  Claik't 
Jtfmw  ^  EedtdmtM  JKitefy,  in  his  Ufe  of  Bcaa,  Tiiii  Frotettnt 
divino  took  a  prominent  pert  in  tbie  ODofemice.  It  wis  appointed 
during  the  dietrectedttete  of  France  in  the  eintecntli  centniy,  for  tlic  par- 
poee  of  fettling  the  leUs^ai  diffefonces  between  the  PapiiU  and  Piotcit* 
aat%  and  lajing  the  faesis  of  a  toleiation  for  tlie  chorchee  of  tlie  latter, 
thionghont  the  extenti? e  dominione  at  that  tine  under  tlie  rule  of  the  dif- 
ferent brandiei  of  the  powerful  houie  of  Bourbon.  It  was  a  Tefy  august 
and  imposing  assemblj,  some  of  the  first  psfsousges  of  the  state  being  pre* 
■ent,  namely,  Charles  the  Ninth,  Xing  of  France^  Che  Queen  mother,  the 
King  of  Nafans^  the  Cardinal  Do  Totunoa,  with  many  of  the  pielatcs  and 
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Of  the  Taliiiity  of  the  objection  alleged  by  the  Remoo- 
BtxauU  to  the  JDutcii  Calvinist  minUters  at  beiog  unsuitable 
jndgMy  on  the  gionnd  of  the  feeling  and  conduct  ihey  iiad 
erineed  towaidB  tliem^  we  could  give  fnll  and  ptinlsd  qMoi- 
mens;  but  we  may  just  mention  the  eoDdnel  of  the  leading 
•  members.    As  to  Bogermaii,  so  well  was  he  known  aij  au 
opponent  of  the  cited  and  their  doctrines,  that  six  yeans 
before  the  ejnod  was  conTened^  one  of  the  pxinoipal  wiiteiB 
of  the  Bemonatianta  had  actually  drawn  np  an  anticipaled 
and  probable  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  intended 
synod,  so  as  to  be  almost  an  exact  counterpart  of  its  cmel 
and  unjust  meaaorea  towards  the  Arminiaos.,  of  wbicli  he 
makes  Bogerman  to  be  the  priM  agent   ^^JUttley"  sl$s 
Brandt,    did  Barleos  auppoae  what  a  leiemblance  his  dee- 
cripiion  would  have  to  the  events  that  actually  arierwards 
took  place."   As  to  Festus,  we  have  already  shewn  sufficient 
of  hiniy  to  prove  thathe  conld  be  no  impartial  judge.  With 
lespectto  Fanhelius,  one  of  the  aismoon;  he  had  eonoented 
to  a  separation  from  the  Remonstrants,  and  joined  his 
pioviiuial  synod  in  previously  cuudemning  tlieir  doctrines 
as  being  contrary  to  the  word  of  God.  Plancius  alsoi  who 
is  mentioned  at  page  132,  as  unwilling  to  dme  at  the  anne 
table  with  Uitenbugaerdt  and  Epasoopios,  was  a  bitter  enemy 
:of  the  Remou&Lrants,  wliile  ilolanduis,  Lis  colleague,*  had 
long  before  declared,  that  if  Mekncthon  was  alire,  he  would 

aoblM  of  the  kingdom.  Besa  wu  piiiicipal  speaker,  and,  in  conjnnctioii 
with  Us  breduen,  repretented  S190  PMMtant  dmrdies.  TUs  oonftreneo 
ondod  without  pvodndng  aajtidiig  like  ami^  botwecn  Iho  opfNMito  parllat, 
and  pnpond  the  my  for  eoBMqnenoet^  of  which  the  fnbteqnent  histoiy  of 
Fnnce  gi?ei  ptinlbl  detalli.  Ctarh  mid  NiM9, 

*  If  a  witter  of  the  preient  dij  em  uk»  there  anoag  ni  a  docrrine 
whibh  bejond  any  other  ie  enfl^Mrial  and  taidMtaUb  ^  tad  then  laswer,  if 
hTper-Celviaisni  be  not  that  doctiine,  we  an  chaiseeble  witb  celaainy  |  '*f 
with  how  mndi  asoie  of  justice  couM  the  implied  ehmige  be  applied  to  the 
hjper-Celiriniam  of  Phmdnsand  those  ministenit  who  sat  as  thejndgetof 
the  Afminitns  In  the  •  jnod  of  Dort. 
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be  the  iirst  to  coodenm  him  in  auj  sjnod  where  he  should  at- 
atlempt  to  imch  his  doctriat.  Dammani  as  Heinsius,  was 
«D«poatato  ftoni  Arwaaammm,  and,  of  coune^  lik»iiiaB»  wkm 
joined  to  tbe  other  party,  wlio  wem  in  fityoor  ffilk  die  povm 
that  be,  becaiuL'  a  bitter  and  iiiirek'iiling  enemy  of  his  former 
iriends.  All  this  the  Jiemon&traDts  knew,  nay  more,  ihey 
£ik  it,  and  liow  thejr  conid  conscMntioiialy  allow  such  m 
mmuMj  to  be  eqiiilable  jvdgest  whose  leadiBg  offioais 
had  thai  aeted  and  cheriahad  the  feetiaga  wkidi  tb«y  did 
towjirds  them,  and  say  to  them,  and  tlie  ])arties  who  had  voted 
them  iuto  their  high  situaliouSy  Gentlemen,  yon  arc  very 
anilable  jadgea  of  oor  opniona;'*-^  an  act  which  thoagh 
the  reader  an^  aee  poaiibia,  yet  the  writor  leally  eanot 

Aa  to  the  aecond  oaae,  that  of  tiie  Coiitra»Beaioiistfaate 
not  allowmg  the  Arininian  clergy  to  state  their  doctrines,  or 
argue  with  them  on  the  points  in  dispute,  it  doea  aot  much 
corpriae  us.  For  who  has  snfficieat  saiatship  to  sMow  that 
•Bother  haa  mm  tialh  on  hia  side  thaa  himsalf ;  while,  ^  to 
assail  our  convictions,  is  not  merely  to  wound  our  self-love, 
and  to  uTitate  our  pride,  but  it  is  to  withdraw  sometliing 
from  the  interior  wamth  and  vigour  of  the  soalj"  and, 
theaafiae,  he  who  would  call  in  qneation  the  caaoaicity 
of  oar  ereed,  mahea  an  atteaipt  upon  oar  aasnraace  of 
possessing  truth,  and  the  peace  consequent  upon  iliat 
assnrancc.  Such  a  person  plaoes  us  on  the  dclensive,  aad 
we  inslinctir^y  aieet  him  as  an  antagonist;  while  to  prefaat 
evan  his  incipient  efforts  thus  to  lob  nsof  our  dnefeat  good, 
aesBM  perfectly  natnnd.  If  this  state  of  ftding  is  the 
attendant  of  man  iu  his  individual  ca|)acity,  it  gathers 
strength  and  force  by  associaticm;  fot  when  certain  dogmas 
ate  naide  the  bond  of  union  anong  bodiea  of  mea,  aajr 
attack  upoa  the  coauaon  creed  not  only  exoilsa  the  fedingB 
of  jealousy  of  individual  interesl,  but  also  of  that  which 
grows  out  of  our  incorporate  relation  and  obligation  to 
others. 
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And  wlnbt  sncli  excitemeDts  mast  lurre  been  felt  by  the 

Dutch  divines,  they  likewise  knew  that  it  was  possible  for 
the  Remonstrants  to  present  their  doctrines,  and  especially 
that  of  veprobatKMiy  in  snch  a  point  of  light  as  to  shake 
Uie  confidence  of  the  people  in  other  parte  of  the  eysteai^ 
some  of  whom  might  have  acted  like  the  memorable  Halee^ 
who  said,  when  he  heard  Episcojiiiis  ('X})ouih1  ;itu1  jiress 
the  16th  verse  of  the  tlie  third  chapter  of  St  John  against 
the  doctrine  of  the  Contra-Remonstrants^  "  he  from  thai 
time  bid  John  Calvui  good  night" 

Besides,  to  have  allowed  the  cited  ministers  to  argae  with 
the  synod  on  the  points  in  ilibpuLe,  would  liave  been  to 
admitted  them  to  a  species  of  equality  with  the  synodists, 
which,  though  perfectly  just  where  disputante  meet  to  settle 
a  question  by  the  mere  force  of  argument,  yet  as  the  Dutch 
Calvinists  had  succeeded  in  the  measures  they  had  adopted 
to  gain  power  and  ascendancy,  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
from  the  present  state  of  human  nature,  that  they  would 
give  up  their  vantage  ground,  and  meet  the  Bemon* 
strants  on  such  terms.   Moreover,  there  were  individuals 
who  took  a  leading  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  synod,  who 
carried  into  it  a  degree  of  hostility  against  Episcopius,  from 
the  remembrance  of  the  past   Is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
Sibrandusy  who  had  debated  with  him  while  he  was  yet  a 
beardless  boy, — but  in  whom  all  the  elements  were  so 
mixed,  that  Nature  mipht  stand  up  and  say,  *  This  is  a 
man}'" — and  who  on  that  occasion  was  so  struck  with  his 
powers,  as  publicly  to  assert  that  Arminius  was  a  mere  child 
to  him;'' — and  when  subsequently  foiled  by  him,  andwiU 
nessing  the  admiration  that  the  victories  of  this  tjrro  had 
secured  to  him,  could  under  the  chagrin  he  suflfered  in  con- 
sequence, adopt  the  infamous  measures  mentioned  at  page 
166»  to  ruin  his  successful  rival^— we  repeat  it^  is  it  to  be  sap- 
posed  that  he  would  now  be  willing  to  see  himself^  and  very 
many  by  whom  he  was  surrounded,  thrown  into  the  shads 
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by  tbe  talents  and  extenaiTe  leammg  of  an  oi»ponent,  whose 
naliTe  genins^  accurate  judgment,  and  comnianding  powers 

of  eloquence  had  been  more  fully  uialuicd  hy  iiiLciise  study, 
deep  research,  and  constant  applicatiou  to  the  duties  of  the 
office  he  sastained  as  Professor  of  Theology  in  one  of  the 
first  seats  of  learning  in  Europe  ?  Neither  can  it  he  matter 
of  surprise  that  Polyander,  another  leading  member  of  the 
synod,  who  had  felt  80  far  mortified  at  the  luiiuage  paid  to  the 
superior  talents  of  his  colleague,  even  by  Ileinsius,  as  not  to 
be  able  to  restrain  himself  within  the  bounds  of  courtesy, 
when  witnessing  the  marked  preference  shewn  to  the  con* 
Tersational  powers  of  Episcopius,  in  a  select  party  of  some 
of  the  first  scholars  of  which  Leyden  could  boast ;  so  that 
under  feelings  of  mortification  he  exclaimed,  Gentlemen^  I 
can  hear  miking  9o  iU  a$  eoniempt^  that  is,  I  cannot  bear  to 
see  this  decided  preference  given  to  my  colleague :  we  say 
it  cannot  be  malter  of  surprise,  that  this  man,  also,  should 
be  found  amongst  those  who  opposed  Episcopius'  being 
permitted  to  combat  the  doctrines  of  the  Cootra-Itemon- 
strants. 

The  foreign  divines,  howerer,  who  had  snfi^red  none  of 

these  previous  mortifications,  and  liad  been  powerfully  struck 
with  the  Professor's  commanding  eloquence,  manifested 
In  the  speech  which  he  had  delivered  shortly  after  his 
entrance  into  the  synod,  were  anxious  to  hear  and  see  the 
man  in  all  his  strength  ;  while  many  of  the  auditors,  who 
had  actually  been  di  aw  n  from  various  parts  o(  the  provinces 
to  Port,  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  proceedings  of 
this  assembly,  were  deeply  mortified  at  the  circumstance  of 
the  Remonstrants  being  prerented  from  stating  and  defending 
their  doctrines;  and  on  that  account,  retired  murmuring,  and 
saying  that  they  had  been  disappointed  in  the  object  for 
which  they  had  taken  so  long  a  journey,  and,  therefore, 
were  determined  to  hasten  home. 
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Thb  RoBoiitlmito  being  thus  exduded  from  the  afnod, 

that  assembly  resolved  upon  exaiiiiuiug  Uiuir  writings  in 
Ofder  to  pronounce  a  judgiueat  upon  their  doctriiies.  During 
wtfwml  sittiDgii  ihe  varied  points  bald  by  Uiem  weie  bsongbt 
under  diecuseion,  and  now  that  Hhm  waa  no  anlagontifc  to 
conbel  with,  Fbljander,  and  afterwaida  Sibiaiida%  who  had 
been  fonuerly  fuikd  by  Episcopius  were  the  first  to  address 
that  aisemblji  and  in  his  absence  maniiilly  triumphed,  and 
bore  awaj  nany  a  pahn  of  yiotoiy  kom  him  and  thoia  who 
advocaled  the  doctrines  of  Amfaitus.  And  what  mnat  haro 
heightened  the  value  of  these  trophies,  was  the  fact  of  their 
being  gained  in  the  presence  of  a  large  auditory,  many  of 
whom  were  ladies,  who  were  admitted  to  witness  the  intel- 
Isetnal  soperioritj  of  these  piolcMsefSy  and  other  natfcre  and 
foreign  divines  who  took  a  leading  part  in  these  dshateai 
Sibrandus,  who  some  time  before  had  sought  to  gain  re- 
putation bjr  becoming,  unsolicited,  the  aoiagonist  of  Grotiu% 
hot  who  sunk  m  hia  intended  attacks  nnnotaoed  under  his 
native  littleness^  certainly  had  now  a  better  opportenify  of 
snooeeding  in  the  attainment  of  distinction  and  eminence; 
but  he  aiid  Gomarus,  according  to  Hales,  had  alternate 
fits  of  violent  passion,  aud  thereby  lost  all  the  credit  they 
foofjU  otherwise  have  obtained  in  beating  an  absent  enemy.* 

•  BalcanipuU  says,  **  Sibraudus  and  Gomarns  keep  their  iUs  of  iiuiduess  by 
course^  the  k»l  lit  before  tiii»  came  to  Uomarus'  turn,  aud  Uii»  day  i^lbraadus 
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One  does  not  like  to  say  too  much  of  the  dastardly  conduct 
of  these  Dutch  divioesy  but  their  manifestatioD  of  courage 
under  mil  eircmnitanees  cin  bat  imind  one  of  the  eqoil 
pmrese  and  Taunting  of  oar  Falatad^  To  tbe  disgraeefiil 
situation  in  which  they  were  placing  themselves  in  the  esti- 
mation of  every  dignified  and  independent  mind,  tiiese  Belgic 
theologians  appeared  to  b?  totaUj  insensible,  as  well  as  reck- 
kis  of  the  neans  thej  niade  nae  of  to  aeconifiliih  their  efai^ 
vhiek,  aceording  to  Balcanqnal,  seemed  to  orighiate  wkh 
their  bitter  enmity  to,  and  eager  desire  Lo  crush  the  Kemon- 
strants.  The  foreign  divines,  however,  who  were  not  govern- 
ed by  the  same  feelings,  and  as  members  of  the  synod  wese 
of  oonne  accountable  to  a  certain  extent  its  proceedings, 
fdt  that  they  were  degraded  by  the  adoption  of  such  mea- 
bures,  and  several  of  them  could  not  forbear  stating  their 
sentiments  on  the  sal]^eot  to  tlie  lay*oommissioners ;  saying, 
that  it  was  a  stziage  mode  of  proeesding  thna  to  eonfiile 
the  doctrines  of  the  cited  in  Iheir  absence^  Ihoni^  tbegr 
were  yet  in  the  town,  and  had  declared,  and  still  deckured 
their  readiness  to  state  them.  This  appeal  to  these  ])erRon- 
0088  was  not  without  its  efiect,  they  at  once  seeing  that  such 
nmode  of  acting  was  diveputablei  and  though  thejcoohinet 
aotexerolEe  idiat  had  bean  done  by  the  synod,  as  to  allow 

llvw  onty  but  with  tach  ntvioguid  fierotacisof  eounttntnoe,  tbatbe  wu 
cheeked  in  bis  woxds  by  the  Itj  and  eeclesiastieal  pctildeiits.**  Now  though 
Oornenn  thos  itandt  anodftted  wUh  Sibundns,  in  this  Twy  nninteratiBg 
MUMr«]p«tht  wM  iatettdj  the  «9eiiiir  mui  to  pcint  of  sihid,  nd 
with  all  hia  rwhfcfitowf.  ftf  be ttK  bevted  tb«B  moit  of  the  P atcb  Mriai^ 
difiaea.  Though  the  enemy  of  tbe  doetilnei  of  Annlnii^,  and,  of  eonna^ 
thoee  who  ceponeed  them,  yet  when  he  aaw  tbe  cited  eoDdemned,  sooie  kindly 
feeling  wee  ezdted  in  hie  heart  towards  them,  and  he  made  apioposal  that  a 
portion  of  their  alipead  Aoaldbeallowiedthsia,  wUdi  was  f^^eetedby 
aim  n«gsf8ii  i  wUla  Flel]Fia^,  theealeagao  of  Epiaeafiqa  eonU  see 
him  dsgfided^  without  abowiag  aiqr  ftgntt  or  ntterisg  a  word  of  lympslby. 
One  thing  is  to  be  said  in  favour  of  Gomams,  that  so  far  aa  we  know,  ho 
never  advocated  the  doctilne  of  shedding  blood  on  account  of  sapposed  enbr, 
which  certainly  cannct  be  said  of  mai^  other  of  the  Belgie  Calvinisticclsfgy. 
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the  RemoDslrants  again  to  appear  in  it  without  involving  a 
in  disgrace,  Devertheless^  they  determined,  though  it  is 
geneially  belieiredy  rety  much  in  oppotitioo  to  tha  leaiding 
Dutch  diTiiwa,  to  send  Ibr  the  cited  and  grant  dwm 
the  libertj  of  drawing  up  in  writing  a  statement,  by  way 
of  explanation  and  vindication  of  the  five  points  which 
they  maintained,  allowing  them  fourteen  days  lor  the  execift- 
tion  of  this  woik.  They  thanked  their  lordshipi^  bat  com- 
plained of  the  shortness  of  the  time  proposed,  and  pleaded 
for  more,  which  was  denied  them.  They  therefore  engaged 
to  do  what  they  could  by  diligent  application,  to  meet  their 
wishes. 

Doling  the  fourteen  days  thns  allowed  to  these  min- 
istera  to  dnwnp  their  writings,  they  searcely  erer  appeared 

in  public.  Every  niumi'iit  was  occuiiied,  and  the  Contra.- 
Reinonstrants  who  were  full  of  surmises,  threw  out  intima- 
tions that  some  of  them  had  led  the  town.  They  closely 
watched  all  peraons  who  visited  them,  and  were  deq^y 
mortified  at  witnesring  some  sHght  «gns  of  sympathy 
being  manifested  fur  them.  The  mvstery,  however,  that 
seemed  to  hang  over  their  proceedings,  was  to  a  great 
«ztent  expelled,  when  on  the  aerenth  of  Febmary,  they  pre- 
aented  a  writing  to  the  lay-commiasionerst  of  no  leas  than 
two  hundred  and  fonr  sheets,  which  comprehended  their  re- 
marks on  the  first  article  !  Its  enormous  size  deeply  morti- 
fied even  the  commissioners  i  but  when  it  was  carried  into 
tiie  lynody  the  Dutch  divines^  who  had  thought  of  asecely 
examining  some  few  of  thdr  works,  and  especially  what  they 
had  stated  at  the  Hague  conference,  and  intended  to  draw 
from  thence  matter  on  which  to  pronounce  the  condemnation 
of  their  sentiments,  were  actnally  thrown  into  ecstacies  of 
rage,  and  some  of  them  let  out  their  spleen  so  iar  aa  to  de* 
clare,  that  the  Remonstrants  were  adepts  in  the  black  art, 
and  must  have  dealt  with  the  devil,  otherwise  they  never 
could  have  written  so  much  in  so  short  a  time!  These 
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gentleineny  who  thus  gmre  the  cited  mimsten  the  honour  of 
having  had  tho  same  oonqpanionship  and  help  with  which  Dr. 
Faostns  was  faTonred,  certainlj  had  some  cause  for  niortifi« 

cation,  at  the  idea  of  having  to  wade  through  two  hundred 
and  four  sheets  of  closely  written  manuscript,  containiDg 
bold  accnaalions  against  themaelTeSy  and  an  exhibition  of 
many  of  the  horrid  statements  they  had  made  on  the  subject 
of  reprobation ;  with  a  reftttation  of  that  and  other  doctrines 
maintciined  by  them,  and  those  whom  they  were  accustomed 
to  venerate  as  mighty  chielUuns  and  defenders  of  hyper- 
Calvinism;  andy  therefore,  pmtdeniUf  detoimined  that  it 
should  be  only  glanced  at  by  the  pfeaident  and  others  who 
should  report  upon  its  contents.  "  We  desired,**  says  Bal- 
canqual,  some  part  of  it  to  be  read ;  I  must  needs  say  the 
cited  had  no  favour,  for  I  wiliassnie  your  lordship^  that 
the  pvesident  piched  out  the  worst  part  of  it ;  there  weie 
some  fire  leaves  read,*  which  contained  nothing  but  a  Iraiter 
satire  against  Calvin,  Beza,  Para-us,  Piscator,  Whitakcr, 
Perkins,  Bogerman,  Fcstus,  and  twenty  more ;  but,  in  truth, 
though  unhappily,  yet  finely  penned;  methonght  it  was 
Episcopius*  tongue.**  In  this  he  was  correct^  for  limborch 
says  he  wrote  by  far  the  greater  part  of  it;  other  portions 
being  composed  by  Borrhius  and  Niellius. 

This  writing  though  received  by  the  synod  as  declara* 
tire  of  the  sentiments  of  the  cited  on  the  first  artide^ 
comprehending  the  two  doctrines  of  election  and  reproba- 
tion, was  not  appealed  to  as  a  standard  by  which  ite 
judgment  was  to  be  formed  of  the  opinions  of  ilie  Remon- 
strants on  these  two  points.  For  while  it  was  being  pre- 
pared, the  synod  was  actually  engaged  in  forming  a  judgment 
on  them,  and  before  it  had  been  examined,  it  closed  its  en-* 
quiries  on  these  doctrines.  This  was  done  after  Altingius  had 
made  the  following  statement  concerning  reprobation,  which 

•  Itappeani,howeTer,firoiii  B«lcuqiwl*i  stoteramit,  tiiat  difeicnt  parts 
of  tUi  doeuBMnt  were  skiamftd  ofer  wX  otbar  tlaiM  hi  the  lynod. 
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1m  nid  fpw  lk«  doelmie  ql  llie  Mimed  eliiinAe*.  ^TbM 
Ood  bad  fefyrolMled  wkom  he  pleaied  aeeorcBiig  to  his  mere 

will,  without  any  regard  to  sin;  that  the  sins  which  lol- 
lowed  such  reprobation  were  the  fruits  of  it;  nevertheless, 
Gkftd  ie  not  the  author  of  then :  aod  that  though  the  haid- 
eauag and bUndmg  cimmfrn  faeirta  and  eyea pvoeeeded  fh»i 
God^  nerertheleia,  we  ought  to  ery  wkh  the  ehenilMm, 
Holy  is  God,  ihougli  ho  reprobates  !  Holy  is  God,  though 
he  blinds !  Holy  ia  God  thou^  he  hardens  !**  After  these 
senaiha  had  been  made,  the  synod,  aaja  Btttidt,  jodged 
that  enough  had  been  said  on  the  first  article  of  the  cm- 
tPorersy ;  and  we  tfamk  ao  too. 

From  the  above  statement  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  s^-nod 
did  nut  iuLeiid  to  pay  nmch  attention  to  the  written  de- 
tece  e£  the  Bemonatiaata  on  the  five  artietes,  aa  the  Dutch 
dmnes  had  made  up  their  aonida  to  condamo  then  wHheiat 
appealing  to  it,  a  fact  one  of  them  unguardedly  let  out 
in  a  conversation  with  Poppius.  Independently  of  this  in- 
formation, however,  the  Bemoosftiaats  knew  this  to  be  the 
design,  of  the  CiMitia-Kemoiiatntiita ;  and,  therefore,  did  not 
write  Cor  them,  but  for  the  Christian  world  at  Urge ;  and 
despite  of  all  the  hall-menaces  of  the  lav-commi&sioner=i,  to 
induce  them  to  abbreviate  their  statements,  they  were  de- 
termiBed  to  give  a  iull  defence  of  their  news  on  these 
paintay  or  else  none  at  alL  And  when  Epiaeopioa  and  one 
or  two  others  of  the  cited  were  sent  for  by  the  Uy-eom-  > 
missioners,  who  said  to  them,  that  if  they  could  finish  their 
remarks  on  the  remaining  article  in  ten  days,  they  promised 
to  receive  them,  and  endeaTomr  to  get  them  read  in  thesjsod, 
thoQ^  they  apprehended  that  it  woald  not  stay  for  them, 
bnt  proceed  as  before;  "  Let  them  do  as  they  please,**  said 
Episcopius,  "  we  would  not  prepare  our  writings  for  the 
sake  of  the  synod,  but  only  in  obedience  to  your  lordships; 
they  have  insnlttngly  qjected  ns  from  the  ^od,  declaring  ns 
to  be  impostors  and  lian;  and  though  it  were  true,  we  may 
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sayi  without  boasting,  we  should  not  be  more  guilty  than  the 
hmt  of  ibeiii."  Tfa^  were  then  wged  to  finish  their  wfi^ 
ings  in  the  ten  days.  Episcopins  Teplied,    It  is  mpossible; 

we  must  meet  the  subterfuges  and  sophistr}-  of  Mr.  climes 
the  English  divine."  The  president  of  the  lay-commiBsiou- 
era  said,  "  You  need  say  but  little  on  the  fiflh  article.  Why 
urge  the  poseibilify  of  filling  fkom  faith  ?  for  in  so  doing) 
yon  are  taMng  sides  with  the  doTiI,  who  clainur  sncfa  a  hSk 
as  purely  belonging  to  himself.  We  ought  to  labour  in  de^ 
fence  of  ourselves  rather  than  of  the  devil."  It  was  replied, 
that  their  doctrine  did  by  no  means  tend  to  promote  the 
denTs  hingdoni^  bat  rather  to  destroy  it,  by  warning  mm 
of  their  danger,  and  inspiring  them  with  holy  condem  and 
care  to  avoid  liis  snares,  and  stand  upon  their  guard;  while 
the  opposite  doctrine  produced  fatal  security  and  conhdence, 
and  many  were  thereby  easily  led  into  his  toils*  As  to  the 
mode  of  defending  their  opinions  on  the  remaining  points^ 
they  had  coneei?ed  a  plan»  bat  as  yet  had  imeited  noHhing 
upon  paper.  Nevertheless,  they  would  do  their  utmost  to 
prepare  their  remarks  on  them  in  three  weeks,  and,  if 
possible,  in  a  fortnight  Being  ordered  to  withdraw,  they 
were  instantly  infenned  by  one  of  their  btother  ministers, 
that  Fredericus  and  Niellius  had  been  deposed  from  their 
ministry  by  the  Contra- KemonsU ants,  and  their  families 
ordered  to  quit  their  dwellings  at  a  short  notice.  Epiaoo- 
pios  when  again  ordered  into  the  ptesenee  of  the  lay-co» 
ndssioners  addressed  them,  saying^  ^  What  strange  pro* 
ceedin^s  arc  these  !  Wc  are  come  hithtir  at  the  commaiKl  of 
your  lordships,  and  while  yet  employed  in  defending  our 
eaose,  two  of  oar  biethren  are  thus  ill>treated/*  One  of  the 
eommisrioners  had  snfflcient  sense  of  propriety  to  say,  ^'  It 
is  unjostifiable,**  when  Nidlios  eame  forward  and  deelared 
"he  would  leave  the  town,  for  being  now  deprived  of  his 
ministry,  he  had  nothing  more  to  do  there.  '  But  he  was 
forbidden  to  depart,  a  piomise  being  made  him  to  bring  his 
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case  before  their  High  Mightinesses,  which,  howcrery  was 
never  fulfilled.  The  Remonfllnaite  then  proceeded  to  ptepaxe 
the  remanider  of  their  writings,  the  synod  in  the  mean  time 
anticipating  them  by  passing  its  judgment  upon  the  five 
articles,  and  preparing  its  canons  for  publication. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  March,  Episcopius  and  three  others 
presented  the  defence  of  their  sentiments  on  the  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  articles.  This  document  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  sheets  of  manuscript.  Its 
size  absolutely  frightened  the  commissioners,  and  tliey 
actually  begun  to  storm  at  the  BemoostxantSy  dunging 
tliem  with  hindering  the  business  of  the  synod.  Episco* 
pitts  replied,  Hovr  can  that  be^  sinee  the  synod  has  gone 
on  with  its  affairs,  and  passed  their  jndgrnent  ii]>on  our  doc- 
trines, without  waiting  for  our  statement  of  them  ?  Gentle* 
men,**  said  he,  understand,  these  last  papers  hare  not  been 
prepared  for  the  synod,  who  have  long  smce  refused  to  bear 
us  in  our  defence/*  "But  have  you  not  produced  these 
writings  that  the  s\ mxl  may  judge  of  them."  "  No,"  replied 
Episcopius.  "  Take  that  down,"  said  one  of  them  to  the 
secretary.      Why,  then,  did  you  write  them  ?**  it  was  aairad. 

That  your  lordships  may  take  cogniaance  of  them.**  But 
if  you  did  not  write  them  for  the  use  of  the  synod,  why  pro- 
duce them  at  all  ?"  Niellius  answered,  "  We  did  it  in  order 
tiiat  the  commissioners  might  judge  of  their  contents,  for 
they  who  are  to  execute  a  sentence,  ought  to  be  aoqnaini* 
ed  with  the  matters  on  which  their  judgment  is  to  be 
founded."  "  We  understand  the  meaning  of  these  bold  ex- 
pressions," it  was  replied,  "  you  mean  to  say  that  we  ought 
not  to  put  a  sentence  in  execution,  without  hearing  the 
cause.  Do  yon  pretend  to  instntct  ns  in  the  law  ?**  Nielp 
lius  answered,  "  I  speak  as  a  divine,  not  as  a  lawjrer.**  It 
was  again  asked,  "  but  if  they  are  not  designed  for  the 
synod,  of  what  use  are  they?"    Episcopius  answered, 

though  we  do  not  ofo  them  to  the  igmod,  we  present 
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I  them  to  your  lordshipSt  if  you  choose  to  accept  of  them.** 
«  Let  the  secretary  take  a  note  of  that/*  it  was  instantly 
,  said ;  when  Episcopius  coolly  remaiiced,  It  is  nnnecessaxy 
that  he  should  give  himself  that  trouble,  in  as  much  as  we 
have  inserted  the  same  in  our  papers  in  the  following 
wofdsy  *^  The9e  documetUs  have  not  been  prepared  for  the 
me  of  the  tjfnod,  eeeing  thai  we  diioeow  all  further  con^ 
nejeion  with  itJ* 

After  the  d(  livery  of  these  writings  to  the  lay-commis- 
sioners, they  were  presented  to  Bogerman  the  same  day, 
who  showed  them  to  Balcanqoal ;  and  when  tho  latter  de* 
dared  it  to  be  utterly  impossible  for  the  synod  to  examine 
them,  the  other  htmiourously  replied,  Don*t  be  alarmed ; 
that  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  statement  of  the  cited 
themselves,**  showing  him  at  the  same  time  the  pas- 
sage adverted  to  above,  in  which  the  Remonstrants  declare 
that  thep  relinquieh  all  further  connexion  with  the  ap^ 
nod,  and  thus  both  parties  were  prepared  for  separation, 
the  one  to  condemn,  the  other  waiting  to  be  condemned. 
Prior  to  this,  liowever,  being  done  by  the  ecclesiastical,  and 
snbseqoently  by  the  lay-president,  the  synod  went  on  with 
its  work,  one  of  the  members  declaring,  as  it  proceeded  in 
its  task  of  condemning  the  doctrines  of  the  Remonstrants, 
that  "  the  longer  it  sat,  the  more  holy  it  became."  Perhaps 
some  persons  of  this  day  will  think  otherwise. 

Wo  cannot  notice  more  of  the  circumstantial  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  synod,  as  given  by  limborch  up 
to  the  time  of  sentence  of  deprivation  of  office  being 
past  upon  the  cited,  than  to  say,  that  the  English  divines, 
and  even  Balcanqual  himself,  took  a  very  active  part  in 
paring  down  some  of  the  statements  designed  to  be 
inserted  in  the  canons,  which  were  horribly  offensive  even 
to  their  Calvmistic  ears.  And  Balcaiujua]  bad  the  honesty 
to  say,  when  writing  to  Sir  Dudley  Carlton,  that  there 
was  very  great  danger  of  the  canons  assuming  such 

2  a 
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a  character,  as  would  render  ibeni  the  scoff  of  all  the  sound- 
beaded  and  moderate  of  ChrUteadom.  *  Thaj  were  de- 
figBod  to  bare  beeli  dnwn  up  bj  a  packed  comiMtlae  of 
Bog«nDaa^»  firiends^  with  all  tbe  ooloming  of  fhe  Daldi 
Oakliliffn  of  that  day,  aad  to  hwe  boea  earned  tfaroogh  Hie 
synod  in  a  smuggled  way,  and  then  palmed  on  the  reformed 
churcbes  as  the  opiuiona  of  tbat  assembly.  The  Engliak 
divmee  and  otber  foreigoera  felt  tbemaelTes  inaoliad  bj  tbk 
alteiiipted  ad  of  trickerfy  and  poaitiTely  rejected  tbeee  in- 
tended measures,  to  the  great  mortification  of  the  hjrper* 
Calvin ists  of  the  assembly. 

Tbat  the  reader  may  see  the  eorrectnesa  of  our  statement 
aa  to  tbe  revollbig  seDtameola  thai  wtm  wished  to  be 
foisted  into  tbeee  danons)  we  shall  mbm  two  which  wete 
80  strenuously  opposed  by  the  English  divioes. f  These 
passages,  it  should  be  understood,  still  continued  in  the 
csnonSy  after  they  had  been  mnob  praned  and  pared  down  in 
eonsaqoence  of  Uie  opporftion  made  to  them  by  ofiir 
eovBtrymen  in  the  i^nod* 

Oil  the  twentieth  of  April,  they  being  still  dissatisfied, 
objected  to  the  following  assertions ;  first,  that  God  moves 
the  Umgmet  fif  men  lo  bUupkeme  kirn ;  and^  seoondly,  thmi 
wmm  ctm  de  no  mare  §end  rnr  Ime  eeU  Uum  he  a0$mjM§ 
deee.  The  dtfinea  of  Hesse  selected  others  of  an  offensive 

•  ni'swofda  tre, "  If  your  lordship's  care  do  not  now  tnost  of  all  show 
itwlA  for  pioearing  of  good  counsel  to  be  sent  hither  for  the  constitatlon  of 
the  canons,  we  are  like  to  make  th«  ^jnad  a  thing  t»  be  lau^^wd  at  ia  ailtr 

9ge9.^^    Halt'**  Rtmaiutf  p.  520. 

t  It  may  here  be  stated  to  the  honour  of  the  English  divines,  that  when 
certain  flii^nns  wore  condcmTiefl  in  thae  rnnfm*!,  thev  s:iif!  that  «iich  con- 
deronalinii  couM  not  hp  applied  to  the  opinions  of  the  ttemonstri\nts,  '•ciins: 
that  till  V  wirv  not  to  be  fouinl  in  tlieir  writings.  One  can  but  bt  jWtaMti  \\  ilh 
this  iiitri!;ritv,  so  directly  o]»j>ositc  to  the  practice  of  Festtis  iiummius  and 
otbprs,  who  were  perpetually  originating^  terrible  doctrines  and  statements, 
ami  then  atfrihiitiner  them  to  the  cited  and  other  Remonstrants,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  bringing  ujH>n  them  infamy  and  reproach. 
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character,  which  they  said  ought  to  be  rejected.  The  presi- 
dmt  finding  that  the  oppoBition  created  by  the  fingUah 
divines  at  ibis  aeaaion,  against  many  of  the  harsh  expiea* 
aiotn  huMrted  in  the  canons  was  so  great,  deemed  it  prn* 
dent  to  break  up  the  assembly,  and  required  those  who  ob- 
jected to  them  to  reflect  upon  them  in  the  interim.  Boger- 
man's  nal  design,  however,  by  this  proceeding  wm,  to 
comnlt  with  the  nore  rigid  Calvinists  of  the  synod,  espeei* 
ally  with  the  Dutch  diTinesT,  and  also  to  feel  the  pulse  of 
the  lay-commissioners,  as  to  their  willingness  to  sanction  the 
expressions  which  were  offensive  to  the  English  clergymen 
and  more  medeiate  Calvinists  of  this  assembly*  The  lay- 
domrniaaonersy  who  were  now  goaded  by  Maurice  and  the 
States-General,  to  urge  on  the  affiitrs  of  the  synod,  in  coni- 
seqnencL'  of  the  enormous  tost  aLiendant  tipon  its  IcngtheDcd 
sittings  ;  and  fearing  that  if  they  allowed  the  objections  of 
iJie  English  to  be  entertainedp  its  pioeeedinga  were  likely  to 
be  longer  procrastinated,  were  prepared  to  give  their  consent 
to  the  canons  as  they  stood,  and,  therefore,  Bogerman,  at 
the  evening  session,  thus  armed,  was  deteruitiied  to  defend 
all  that  was  contained  in  them.  In  opening  the  sessioi^ 
he  addressed  the  aaiembly  thns^  that  aa  to  the  rigid  staie^ 
menfa  complained  of,  ke  wished  the  sjrnod  patiently  to  hear 
him.  First,"  he  asserted,  that  none  of  the  Netherland 
divines  had  ever  used  the  expiLSbions  so  complained  of;  and 
as  it  was  a  synod  of  the  Low-CountrieSj  it  did  not  become 
atmngm  to  interiere  with  its  decisions.  Secondly,  that 
the  divines  who  had  naed  them  were  foreigners,  and,  there* 
lore,  that  the  churches  to  which  they  belonged,  and  the 
princes  under  whom  they  lived,  might  be  offended  if  their 
ministers  were  censured  by  the  synod.'*  The  English,  how- 
ever, were  not  to  be  deceived  by  the  finesse,  or  silenced  by 
the  dictatorial  intimations  of  Bogermaii,  and  aaid  in  oppo- 
sition to  him,  "  that  the  Remonstrants,  in  the  papers  they 
had  prctienied  to  the  synod,  had  poinled  to  the  very  pages 
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in  the  books  published  by  the  Belgic  divioes,  where  they 
had  inserted  these  and  similar  ofiennre  passages;  and,  con- 
sequently, the  chnrches  of  the  Netherlands  conld  not  be  free 
from  such  imputations,  unless  that  assembly  rgected  them. 

As  to  the  second  point,  it  need  not  consider  whether 
the  persons  who  maintained  these  opinions  were  JJutchmeu 
or  BtrangerSy  for  if  the  doctrines  of  strangers  were  not  to  be 
cottdemnedy  why  then  ^d  the  synod  condemn  those  of 
Socinus,  who  was  not  a  Dutchman  ?  or  why  ought  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  to  have  condemned  those  of  \  oi  stiiis,  who 
was  not  his  subject?"  In  this  masterly  way  they  met  the 
statements  of  Bogerman,  especially  insisting  upon  the  re- 
jection of  the  following  declaration,  thai  no  man  U  able  to  i» 
more  good  nor  less  evil  than  he  does, — saying,  "  that  in  the 
condemnation  of  this  sentiment  no  reproach  would  be  cast 
upon  the  deceased  doctors  of  the  Reformation,  seeing  that 
it  was  a  norel  doctrine  which  had  not  been  broached  more 
than  seven  years.**  The  correctness  of  the  chai|^  alleged 
against  the  Dutch  clergy  by  the  English  divines,  in  using 
the  harsh  and  revolung  statements  alluded  to,  is  proved 
from  the  fact,  says  Brandt,  of  8ibrandus  hims^  admitting 
that  some  of  the  Netherland  divines  had  taught  even  harsher 
doctrines,  and  used  harsher  expressions  than  those  which  the 
English  had  pronounced  as  deserving  condemnation.  Not 
being  able,  however,  to  procure  such  a  modiiicaUon  of  the 
canons  as  they  wished,  they  made  a  kind  of  vivd  voce  pro* 
test  in  the  way  of  self  defence ;  that  if  reproached  for  not 
rejecting  certain  abominable  expressions  inserted  in  them, 
thpy  might  by  appealing  to  it,  ckai  themselves  from 
being  charged  as  accessories  to  thcui.  Thus  were  these 
canons  adopted  by  the  synod;  and  when  one  of  its  members, 
Alstedius,  professor  of  Herbem,  was  upbraided  by  Foppius 
and  Nflsranua,  two  of  the  cited  Remonstrants,  for  not  con- 
demning the  horrible  doctrines  of  Piscator  and  many  others, 
he  juslihcd  the  synod^  on  account  of  its  being  afraid  of  the 
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displeasure  of  the  princes  of  the  diiTercnt  States  where 
sach  rigid  divioes  bad  lived.  To  which  the  others  replied^ 
but  did  yon  not  take  an  oath  f  o  judge  on  tliese  matters  ao* 
cording  to  the  Word  of  God?  but  now  it  appears  that  you 
and  the  synod  have  not  been  governed  by  it,  seeing  that 
worldly  views  and  motives  have  influenced  you,  since  it  has 
not  condemned  doctrines  which  privately  its  members  admit 
to  be  abominable.  And  yet  you  have  not  scrupled  to  con- 
demn, and  reject  as  intolerable,  the  doctrines  of  Llic  Remon- 
strants, even  upon  the  smallest  particulars,  however  inof- 
fensive they  may  appear.** 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  that  part  of  the  synod's  trans- 
actions, in  which,  as  an  ecclesiastical  assembly,  it  pro- 
nounced, on  the  twenty-fourth  of  April,  a  sentence  of  con- 
demnation upon  the  cited  niinisteis.  It  was  to  tlie  following 
effect^ That  the  KemonstraDts — ^being  introducers  of  novel- 
ties, preachers  of  error,  guilty  of  corrupting  religion,  creating 
schisms,  and  dissolving  the  unity  of  the  church;  obstinate, 
disobedient,  and  promoters  of  faction ;  by  which  they  have 
given  grievous  oHeuce,  and  caused  much  scandal — ^be  there- 
fore deprived  of  all  ecclesiastical  and  academical  offices^  until 
they  repent  of  their  false  doctrine,  and  are  able  to  produce 
unexceptionable  evidence  before  the  Dutch  church  of  the 
sinceiily  of  the  same.  And  that  the  other  Remonstrant  minis- 
ters be  handed  over  to  the  provincial  synods,  in  order  to  see 
if  it  be  possible  to  induce  them  to  relinquish  their  doctrines; 
and  if  not,  that  then  they  be  deprived  of  all  their  offices  in 
like  manner."  The  English,  and  most  of  the  other  foreign 
divines  refused  to  be  parlies  to  the  passing  of  this  sentence, 
or  even  to  givo  their  judgment  upon  it.  Not  so  with  the 
Geneva  divines ;  they  could  not  avoid  expressing  publicly 
and  unequivocally  their  approval  of  this  wholesale  system 
of  persecution  and  exclusion.  They  had  not  forgotten  the 
exami>le  of  the  luuiider  of  their  school.  Old  iJaleanqual, 
to  the  honour  of  ^>cotlish  Calvinism  be  it  said,  wrote  to 
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the  Ambassador  Carlton,  saying,  We  hare  at  leng^Ui  pot 
an  end  to  the  affair  of  the  fiveaiticles;  what  tnmble  we 
have  had  in  these  kat  aeeuoni  none  can  conceive  but  those 

who  were  present  at  them ;  and  what  strange  carriage  hath 
been  in  them,  especially  on  the  president's  pari,  il  18  loo 
palpable;  he  hath  deceived  all  men*s  hope  of  him  very  far; 
all  I  can  say  ie,  nethinke  it  ia  hard  that  eray  man  alioiild 
be  deposed  from  the  ministry,  [that  is,  of  the  Remostraats.] 
Never  did  any  clmrch  of  old,  nor  any  reformed  church,  pro- 
pose so  many  articles  to  be  held  sub  poena  excommunicO' 
iionits  but  had  it  not  then  been  cniel»  if  all  had  gone  for 
canons  which  they  would  liaTC  bad  gone.* 

We  shall  pass  over  the  bnsiness  of  the  synod  up  to  the 
sixth  of  May,  when  it  a<;setnbled  in  the  great  church  at 
Dort,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  its  canons,  with  the  con- 
demnation of  the  Remonstrants  and  their  doctrines.  On 
bearing  this  sentence  read,  a  learned  writer  of  tbat  Smj 
waggishly  remarked,  "  I  can  by  no  means  understand  how 
it  has  happeued,  that  all  those  who  have  convened  synods 
have  always  got  the  better^  and  those  whom  they  have  cited 
before  them  hare  been  worsted.*^  On  the  evening  of  the 
sane  day,  the  cited  were  summoned  into  tbe  presence  of  dM 
lay-cominijssioncrs,  to  hear  the  sentence  of  the  synod  read  to 
them,  which  being  done,  they  were  forbidden  to  leave  Dort, 
till  they  received  orders  to  die  contrary.  Episcopius  tben 
with  unsubdued  courage  and  msnly  fireedom,  replied  in  tbe 
name  of  all  the  cited  persons,  in  the  following  words,  "  Is 
this  all,  geniicraen?  we  thank  God  and  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that  he  lias  counted  ua  worthy  to  sufier  reproach 
and  shame  for  his  sake.  We  bnow  that  we  bare  acted  witb 
a  good  conscience,  and  are  not  gtiilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to 
our  (  ] large,  ^^'e  are  likewise  satisfied,  because  we  know  by 
whom  and  for  what  we  are  thus  condemued ;  we  are  con* 
demned  by  our  avowed  euemiesy  as  yon,  gentlemen,  very 
well  know>  for  having  constanily  and  firmly  maintained  by 
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word  of  noBth  and  in  writing,  the  tmtli  which  is  acdoniiiig 

to  godliness,  and  for  opposing  opinioiis  vvLicii  we  believe  to 
be  prejudicial  to  hoUuess.  We  have  do|ie  pi^  duty, 
hare  set  the  casdle  oh  the  (MukU^stieic  before  joqs  )oniihi|^ 
lad  the  syood.  It  ie  wA  our  fiwk  that  yoti  h/ure  noi  i»r 
eetved  the  light  You  muet  et  the  last  day  gi?e  an  account 
of  your  reasons  for  treating  us  thus,  and  we  \\  is]i  tluU  in  that 
flay,  you  my  oot  be  dealt  with  as  we  have  beeu  by  the 
ayood:  ia  s  woid»  wt  eppeel  te  thie  Qmeat  /efaovejb,  who wiU 
judge  the  llring  and  the  dead,  who  will  decide  righteously, 
and  before  whom,  we,  the  synod,  and  your  lordships  are  all 
to  appear.  As  to  our  cuuliuuing  here,  we  shall  consult 
God  and  our  coueeiestcee  eoDceming  it,  aod  shall  act  ae 
leapecta  this  nailer  m  we  my  jad^  dutgr  aad  eenactenoe 
reqniie.**  Their  ramarhe  were  receared  with  contempt, 
and  one  of  the  commissiouers,  a  counsellor,  named  Gre- 
gorius,  sneei'ingly  replied,  "  that  their  High  Mightinesses 
the  Statee  did  mi  trouble  ihemselvea  aftrnt  their  coa- 
aeicooee,  hoi  ooly  required  Ihem  to  obey 

On  the  ninth  of  May,  the  synod  doaed  ila  lahonra,  ter- 
minating ilic  w  hole  with  a  splendid  dinner  given  at  llie  ex- 
pense of  the  Slates,  in  which  these  divines  wiere  cheered 
•fter  their  lahonra  wi^  plenty  of  provisiiiMi,  winea»  and  fhiita* 
Mnaiciana  were  brought  (torn  the  neighbouring  towna  to  tn- 
liTen  the  scene.  The  Remonstrants, — as  a  body,  smarting 
under  the  synod's  condemnation,  and  with  the  prospect  of 
two  hundred  of  their  inmisters  being  likely  to  be  tyecled 
tem  their  chnrehea^  aad  thousands  of  their  families  ruined 
and  plunged  into,  miaery,  if  they  attended  to  the  dictate  of 
cenacienee,  in  refbeing  to  receive  the  aynodical  canona, 
which  would  be  laade  more  odious  than  the  letter  of  them 
required^  by  the  mode  in  which  they  would  be  enforced  by 
the  prorincial  synods^ — aaidy  as  was  nalnral,  very  atrong 
things  about  this  feast.  Brandt,  thou(^  a  Remonstrant 
divine,  could  but  see  that  these  circumstances  were  calcu- 
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culated  to  dispose  them  to  view  this  affair  in  the  worst 
light;  and  to  his  credit  as  a  faithful  hiatoiiaii  be  it  said, 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  not  to  be  instnimental  in  giving 
permaneDcy  to  statements,  which,  he  conceired,  owed  some 

measuru  of  their  coloiiring  to  the  painful  circuuistaDCCs 
through  which  they  were  contempiated  by  the  suffering 
Bemonstrants. 

The  synods  in  commemoration  of  its  triumphs^  caused  a 
medal  to  be  straclc.   Bentham,  in  his  Sehuten  Staat^  gives 

a  representation  of  it.  On  the  one  side  is  exhibited  the 
synod  of  Dort,  around  which  is  the  Joilowing  inscription, 
Religume  Asserid,  On  the  reverse  is  a  mount  with  a  temple 
on  the  top  of  it,  over  which  is  inicribed  the  name  of  Jeho?ah, 
in  Hebrew.  The  four  winds  are  also  represented  by  four  chub- 
by faces,  from  each  of  which  issues  a  stream  directed  towards 
the  mount.  The  whole  is  surrounded  with  the  following 
inscriptioUi  Eruni  ut  mons  Sion.  ciaiocxix.  Several  of 
Iheae  were  struck  in  gold,  to  which  was  appended  •  chain, 
both  together  being  worth  upwards  of  fifteen  pounds  sterling. 
These  were  presented  to  the  foreign  divines.  Siivei'  ones 
were  given  to  the  Dutch  uiembers  of  the  assembly.  The  ex- 
penses of  this  synod,  to  the  Dutch  provinces,  were  about 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  which,  compared  with  the 
▼alue  of  money  at  the  present  period,  certainly  was  no 
trifling  sum. 

Willi  the  exception  of  some  few  of  the  members,  as  Marti- 
nitts  and  others,  the  synod  seemed  mightily  pleased  with  its 
proceedings.  Old  Clark,*  in  his  life  of  Antony  Walbeus, 
says,  God  so  blessed  the  labours  of  all  in  this  synod,  that 
the  remonstrants  themselves  had  no  cause  to  comjtlain." 
I'erhaps  the  reader  will  not  concur  in  this  opinion,  when  he 
is  made  acquainted  with  the  consequences  to  the  Remon- 
strants growing  out  of  its  labours. 

•  Bfurow  of  Eccletiattictl  History. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

We  have  now  to  briu^^  before  the  reader  an  event  con* 
aected  with  the  proceedings  of  the  synod  of  Dort,  and 
fonning  a  part  of  Manrice*8  political  arrangements  lor  seiz- 
ing hold  of  the  reins  of  goTemment,  and  fturthering  the 
designs  of  the  Oraugi  family  in  securing  sovereign  distinc- 
tion. This  event  was  the  judicial  assassination  of  iiameveldt, 
a  maUi  who  has  jnstly  been  designated  one  of  the  tqtest 
patriots  of  any  time  or  country.  He  was  distingnished  by  en- 
traordinary  talents,  unimpeachable  honour,  and  incormpttble 
integrity.  **  A  hundred  pens  have  been  engaged"  in  eulogis- 
ing his  memory  and  virtues.  With  the  exception  of  William^ 
the  great  Prince  of  OiangOi  the  fiuher  of  Maurice^  he  con- 
tribttted  more  than  any  other  person  to  the  emancipation  of 
his  country  from  the  despotism  of  Spanish  authority,  and 
the  cruelty  of  Philip's  unrelenting  papistical  bigotry  and 
persecution ;  and,  like  him,  became  a  martyr  for  its  liberties^ 
thoogh  in  a  different  way.  Wiliiam  leU  bj  the  hand  of  an 
hired  and  anihorised  assassin,  while  BamoTeldt  fell  at  the  di- 
rection of  Maurice,  after  the  mockery  of  a  trial.  His  judges 
were  commissioners  selected,  says  a  modem  writer,  by  his 
enemy  and  mmrdeier  the  Prince  of  Orange.  So  perfectly 
spotless  were  his  character  and  conduct,  that  even  Cross, 
the  continuator  of  Grimstone,  with  all  his  prejudice  against 
liim  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  Arminianism,  says, 
"  He  was  ennobled  with  many  rich  endowments,  which 
made  him  honourable  in  the  estimation  of  all  men.  After 
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he  had  studied  the  ciuill  law  for  some  yeares,  he  did  proceed 
doctor  of  that  facultie,  and  did  at  first  supplie  the  oihce 
of  an  adnocate  in  the  lower  consistories,  and  after  that  in  the 
Gomt  of  Holland  And  beeanse  he  was  prodent,  wise,  and 
afbble,  which  ▼ertues  rused  him  above  the  ordinarie  ranke 
of  mankind,  lie  was  chosen  at  first  Pentioiijirie  of  Rotler- 
daniy  and  afterward  he  was  made  Aduocatc  and  keeper  of 
the  great  seale  of  Holland  and  West  Friesland.  Being 
newly  adranced  to  thb  yertical  point,  than  which  he  could 
ascend  no  hi|^ier  in  this  denocratte,  he  increased  dailf  in 
knowledge,  riches,  and  auilioritic,  so  lhal  his  suffrage  was 
almost  received  for  an  oracle  not  onely  in  the  prouiuciall 
eoonaett  U  Holkod,  bnt  also  in  the  coll^dge  of  the  Stetes- 
GmmbD,  most  of  vImms  wsfe  so  co— eilisd  of  his  wisdom 
and  integride,  that  no  important  business  was  concluded 
without  his  priviiic.  And  in  the  progrtsse  of  lime  hee  was 
grown  to  that  power  and  reputation,  that  hee  was  not  onely 
courted  by  the  gnat  mms  of  this  landt  b«t  by  the  fimbis* 
sadoms  of  fomino  kings,  princes,  and  coamoowealths.  Hea 
knew  the  secrets  of  many  kings  and  princes,  which  hee  dis- 
closed to  none  but  hii^  owne  creatures.***  The  proof  of 
his  correspondence  with  kings  may  be  seen  in  Nieranus* 
WmaatuMiSB  Bkiarie  wm  kvm  J.  pom  OHmtbammMi^  in 
as  mncli  as  in  it  are  giren  letlen  fiom  the  varions  miguiug 
monarchs  of  the  day,  such  as  Henry  of  I  Vaiicc,  the  Queen 
Mother,  Maria,  de  ^ledil^iy  her  son  Louis  XIII.,  our  Eliza- 
bethi  Jamest  8nd  Gustsnrus  Addphas  of  Swedeni  the  king  of 
Denmaiky  serml  of  nrhaeh  wei>e  written  by  these  dis- 
dnguislied  pemenages  difimselves»  and  especially  ihoae  of 
James,  expressing  nut  merely  high  consideration  for  him| 
but  couched  in  terms  of  amity  and  Ihendahip. 

fiingttlar  to  say,  Limboreh  soamly  erer  notices  this 
tragical  erentt  and  Brandt  himself  seemed  relnctsnt  to  adrevt 

•  We  have  thought  it  right  to  retain  the  i t>le  and  turthognphj  of  thi« 
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to  ity  aad  aipeeiallj  the  agency  of  Haadee  hf  vbidi  it  was 

accomplished.  Perhaps  the  reserve  of  these  two  Arminian 
clergymen  on  this  subject  arose  from  the  fact  of  their  living 
near  the  time  when  the  event  took  plaGe»  and  after  the 
Nastan  finnilj  were  on  the  Belgic  tfaraiM^  hj  wfaose  den- 
ency  the  aect  of  which  they  were  aiiniateni  was  aOowed 
ihc  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  religious  opinions  and 
worship.  As  previously  stated,  the  refusal  of  Bamcveidt  to 
ooaiply  with  Maurice's  wish  to  obtain  sorei'eignty,  fixed  this 
prince  in  his  &tal  design  of  lidding  hitnself  of  so  numbly 
an  oppoiMt  to  the  aeeompliahawnt  of  his  wishes.  For 
this  purpose  he  allied  himself  closely  to  the  bigoted  Calvia- 
ist  party,  who  at  that  time  were  designated  Gossarists. 
These  weie  violent  enemies  of  the  AdFocsley  hf  aocoiding 
to  Cnm,  he  had  in  the  jrear  I61f,  diseoTered  lumsdf  uum 
plainly  io  be  an  Arminfsn.  Tfals,  he  inttmates,  was  a  very 
Fn ffu  lent  reason  for  their  enmity  to  him;  and,  it  appears, 
made  him  the  apologist  of  Maurice's  conduct  in  this  dark 
deed.  That  Bamevelt  had  ofiended  the  high  Calvinist 
tlergy,  wHI  not  be  doubted  when  we  state  the  following 
fact.  Some  of  them  had  dared  to  interfere  with  the  autho- 
rity of  the  States,  and  in  a  dictatorial  tone  bade  their  High 
Mightinesses  not  to  oppose  the  £aii  of  Leicester  in  his 
fovemment  These  divines  were  the  patrons  of  our  £liaa> 
belfa*s  lavonrite  and  miprincipled  Keutensnt  in  Hothnd,  be- 
cause he  snp]iorl(Hl  their  hi^olrv  and  pretensions  to  power, 
liaxnevcldt  telt  that  the  States  were  insulted  by  this  message, 
and  bade  time  officions  political  meddlhig  miniatsrs  ^  not 
to  abandon  the  task  of  savhif  sonls  £»r  the  purpose  of 
nrfxing  with  woiidly  and  state  aflkirs."  This  rebohe  o€ca> 
sioned  tlieir  enmity  to  degenerate  into  malignity,  and  they 
became  the  irreconcilable  foes  of  (bis  great  man. 

In  consequence  of  many  find  and  slandemia  lepoits  being 
spread  of  this  virtuous  statesman  aad  patriot,  designing 
to  introduce  popery  into  the  Belgic  provinces,  and  deliver 
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them  up  to  the  thraldom  of  Spain,  which  in  spite  of 
his  simple,  elegant,  and  energetic  refutation  of  them,  were, 
nevertheless,  received  by  the  mob  and  principal  G^nua- 
lists;  the  prince  found  himself  so  far  placed  on  vantage 
ground,  as  to  proceed  to  overt  measures  in  preparing  the 
way  for  the  ruin  ul  the  Advocate,  aiid  the  iiccoDiplish- 
iiieut  of  his  ultimate  purpose,  the  attaiument  ol  all  but 
absolute  authoritj.  The  rigid  Gontra-Remonstrani  dergjr 
joined  him  in  his  intention  of  crashing  this  statesman,  and 
their  feelings  of  hostility  to  him  were  excited  to  the  highest 
degree,  in  conscqutncc  of  the  opposition  he  made  to  the 
calling  of  a  national  synod,  in  which  they  intended  to  ruiu 
the  canse  of  the  Remonstrants.  And  we  are  aftaid,  that 
while  acting  under  the  mask  of  religion  in  this  affiur,  they 
allowed  themselves  to  be  govemed  by  the  foulest  purposes  of 
malevolence  and  revenge.  Maurice,  who  knew  how  to  take 
hold  of  their  bigotry  and  enmity,  enlisted  them  on  his  side 
by  determining  to  appoint  a  national  synod,  and  to  remove 
all  those  magistrates  who  were  in  the  interest  of  Bameveldt 
and  the  Anninians,  wlio  might  oppose  this  design.  The 
correctness  of  this  statement  will  be  seen  even  ^om  Cross, 
who,  as  pngndiced  in  favour  of  the  Calvinists,  says,  that  the 
Prince  of  Orange  was  in  good  hopes  that  the  States,  magis* 
trates,  and  elders  of  Holland  who  were  Arminians,  would 
not  oppose  theiuseiues  against  bis  resolution  conceniing  a 
national  synod.  But  he  saw  and  found,  contrary  to  bis  ex- 
pectations, that  many  who  were  abused  by  the  aduice  and 
counsell  of  John  Oldenbameveldt  and  other  Pentionaries  of 
the  Remonstrants'  tovvnes,  conliiuH d  obstinate  in  their  reso- 
lutions, couiederations,  and  proceedings.  For  which  cause 
his  EzceUencie  and  their  Iiordships  thought  it  fitting  to  cut 
off  the  gangrend  members,  before  it  were  too  late,  to  imprison 
and  bring  to  a  iudiciall  trisllsome  of  the  ringleaders  of  these 
.sediiitjns,  before  their  faction  were  growne  unrcsistable.  The 
principal  men  who  were  to  be  apprehended  were  the  chief 
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Advocate  of  Holland,  John  Oldenbameveldt,  Rambout  van 
HogerbeetSy  PeDtioDarie  of  lieyden^  and  Hugo  de  Grooto^ 
Pentionarie  of  Rotterdam.  These  were  layed  hold  on  by 
the  Lieutenant  of  the  Princes 'guaid  on  the  nmeleeutli  of 

Augnst  !** 

Of  tliis  event  Bameveldt  had  previous  notice^  bat  accord- 
ing to  Nieranas,  conscious  of  his  own  innocence,  he  at  that 
time  would  not  admit  it  possible  that  so  foul  an  outrage 

upon  justice  could  be  committed,  as  the  seizurr  of  his  per- 
son.* But  he  had  soon  to  learn  that  his  innocency  would 
be  no  shield  against  the  injustice  of  Maurice  and  hia 
cieaturea.  Unibrtanately  this  misguided  prince  had  caUed 
to  his  counsels  an  individual  who  had  formerly  been  ambas- 
sador at  the  court  of  France,  by  the  name  of  Francis 
AarseoSyand  who  was  deprived  of  his  ofTice  by  the  iofluenoe 
of  Baneveldt.  This  circumstance  fiUed  him  with  rage  and 
malevolence,  and  firom  that  moment  he  determined  on  the 
ruin  of  the  Advocate,  and  felt  no  scruple  at  intimating  the 
same,  lie  was  a  man  capable  of  infinite  dissimulation,  so 
that  Cardinal  Richelieu,  well  qualified  to  prise  that  species 
of  talent,  pronounced  him  to  be  one  of  the  first  adepts  at 
intrigne  and  double«dealtDg.  t  The  editors  of  the  Modem 
Universal  History  say  of  him,  "  that  lie  hurried  on  .M;iiiric(i 
in  bis  ill-fated  measures.  His  aspiring  ambition/'  they  add, 
scrupled  to  commit  no  action  which  could  promote  his  de- 
signs. Perniciously  bold  and  detestably  eloquent,  he  con- 
verted the  best  of  qualities  to  the  worst  of  purposes.**  Yet 
this  man  was  the  guidin^^  star  oi  tins  prince,  and  under  his 
counsels  the  synod  of  Dort  was  convoked,  Bameveldt  mur- 
dered, Grotius  condemned  to  spend  his  life  in  a  dungeon, 
and  the  Remonstrants  persecuted  and  banished.  Though 
the  known  and  avowed  enemy  of  the  Advocate,  he  was,  nc- 
verthekbs,  selected  to  be  the  leading  person  of  the  commis- 

•  See  Waancbtigc  Historie  vsn  Leven  J.  van  OldenlNUiMveldt 
t  See  Hiftaiy  of  the  NeUierltadit  lmHtm^9  Cydopttdia,  voL  p. 
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sioners  appointed  as  his  judges.  He  was  wortby  of 
such  an  o0ice,  in  such  a  triWnaly  designed  to  eomiait 
nch  a  deed.  One  c£  the  appointed  judgei,  coneeicBoe* 
Mnitten,  wiflhod  to  letbe,  and  be  fid  of  the  awfiil 
bility  connected  with  the  designs  of  Maurice  against  the 
Pensionary;  but  he  was  threatened  with  painful  conse- 
queoeee  if  he  sbmnk  ftom  the  taek  aaeigDed  Uniy  and 
dieading  more  the  Irown  of  the  prince  than  the  stings  of 
conscience,  he  consented  to  hlaiii  his  .soul,  and  become  a 
party  to  the  legalized  murder  of  this  virtuous  patriot 

On  the  aiemfaig  of  hie  aiieet,  it  appean  that  he  bad  too 
ttoeh  leeeoB  to  apprehend  what  wae  at  hand,  and  being 
visited  by  Uitenbogaerdt,  his  faithful  friend,  the  latter 
found  him  on  entering  bis  cabinet,  not  as  usual,  cheerful 
wad  pvepaiSng  bia  papers  for  the  busioeea  of  the  di^,  bat 
aittuf  in  i^oemy  aedMeneaa^  pooderhotg  on  the  eoming 
alemk  Thw  andabie  and  pione  clergyman  Idndlj  reb«dmd 
his  sadness,  aud  strove  to  console  him.  The  Teniiable 
man  rose,  and  sii^tly  embraced  him.  This  mark  of  esteem 
wae  given  aa  a  finreweU  agii  to  the  linend  who  had  been  hU 
confidant  and  apiritaal  adnaer  in  all  hia  troaMes,  while  it 
was  indicative  of  the  presentiment  he  laboured  under,  that 
tlMjr  were  to  see  each  other  no  more;  which,  alas!  we  be- 
fiere  waatoo  fiilaUy  leaUae^  He  then  ofdcred  hia  canjage 
ftnr  the  purpoee  ofbaateninip  to  the  eonrt  bonae  of  the  Statea  of 
Uollauci,  wiili  the  design,  he  afterwards  declared,  of  trying  to 
induce  them  to  give  up  their  opposition  to  the  calling  of  a 
national  aynod.  Bj  tUa  act  he  bad  hoped  to  conoUaate 
tfaeCenbra^Beaionateant  peilj;  but  it  waa  too  kle.  Tbe^ 
saw  he  was  within  their  grasp,  and  nothing  short  of  his 
destruction  could  satisfy  them,  and,  therefore,  were  deter- 
mined, Tukore-like,  to  pounce  upon  him.  As  hia  carriage 
paaaed  by  Manriee*a  reaidmce^  it  waa  atopped  nnder  the 
pretence,  says  the  ambassador  Carlton,  that  the  pnnee 
wished  to  speak  with  him,  when  the  venerable  mau  was 
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seized  by  his  minious.    By  a  similar  stratagem  Grotius 
and  Hoogarbeats  were  likewise  amsted  by  an  officer  of  Um 
priace'a  gsaid. 
The  aenaie  hf  this  time  were  aseemUed,  when  the  isi^ 

mediate  friends  uf  Barnevuldt  were  taunted  by  being  asked 
what  was  to  be  done  in  this  business*  Overwhelmed  and 
coafinuidedi  one  of  them,  a  Cimlor  of  Lejden,  replied, 
**  Yon  hare  taken  from  na  our  head,  our  Umgne,  and  out 
hand,  and,  therefore,  yon  must  excnse  our  silence.**  Bar- 
neveldt  was  conducted  to  the  room  where  the  Admiral  of 
Axiagon  bad  been  a  priaoner  eighteen  years  before.  Look- 
ing ronnd  it  with  a  melanofaoly  gase^  he  iiAed  rp  hia  eyea,** 
aaya  Croea,  ^  and  said  with  a  deepe  sigh,  '  my  somies,  ray 
sounes,'  adding  this  diiiine  sentence,  *  God  hath  cast  downe 
the  high  and  mighlie  from  their  seat  and  government.^  The 
imprisoiiiBg  of  these  peiiona  waa  presently  spread  abroad 
ihiongh  the  whole  ooantiy,  ooneeming  whieh  emery  man 
conjectnred  aoeoiding  to  hia  fancie.  This  mstndnt  seemeil 
Kke  a  solar  eclipse  to  the  Arminian?i,  but  to  the  true  pro* 
fessors,  [that  is,  the  Cal?inists,j  it  appeared  like  a  comfoil^ 
•Ue  sanshine  after  a  kmg  daikneaaeythe  heato  and  inflnenea 
whereof  gaoe  motion  to  their  hearts  and  tongoes,  eo  that 
they  whicii  before  durst  not  discoucr  themseules,  did  now 
speak  and  write  boldly  against  Bameueldt  and  his  adherents. 
Hie  greatest  frieada  and  fevonrites^  whom  he  had  advanced 
ta  wMt  eaiinent  dignitiesi  and  wlto  did  honour  hhn  like  a 
god  in  the  springtide  of  hia  fcrtnne,  upon  the  ehbe  thereof 
^ewed  themscliics  emblems  of  humane  inconstancie,  and 
netified  by  their  actions  thai  saying  of  the  poet:-^ 

ObttM  «iti  Mix,  iBultot  nonwaUt  mukm  i 
T«nrpsni  it  teriatauMIt^  SDln  srit.** « 

*  We  ibaU  gif«  CroM*t  Tmiim  of  those  weIl*lniowa  linee  oa  oooonnt  of 
lis  ^oalatneii^ 

WhiUt  7011  are  ridi  jou  ehall  bane  ftiends  good  store, 
Bat  tlMj  will  ftsaliwjDtt  when  joote  e>ttaBO*t  poore. 
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The  circiimstaDces  thus  named  by  Cross,  are  wonby  of 
noticei  as  they  prove  that  the  calling  of  the  synod  of  Doity 
the  fate  of  the  RemonstrantBy  and  fall  of  Bameveldty  were 
all  parts  of  one  compfehenmTe  plan  of  peraecntion  originat- 
ing u  iili  the  rancorous  bigotry  uf  the  Contra- Remonstrants. 
For  the  very  day  on  which  ihb  synod  commenced  its 
aeaaiona,  be  bad  his  first  examination;  and  on  the  daj  after 
it  closed  its  pnblie  sittings,  tbis  victim  of  bigotry  feU  by  the 
hand  of  the  executioner. 

His  esuuninations,  which  were  carried  on  with  the  ut- 
most secresjy  could  elicit  nothing  as  an  occasion  of  joat  ac- 
cusation ;  still  be  was  not  to  escape  the  gripe  of  bis  ene- 
mies, who  were  his  judges.  Bameveldt  and  bis  fHends  ob- 
jected to  Aarsens  being  one  of  them ;  first,  on  the  ground  of 
bis  not  being  a  native  of  the  Netherlands;  and,  secondly,  as 
being  bis  known  and  avowed  enemy ;  but  both  these  objec- 
tions were  disregarded.  In  the  ball  where  be  took  bis  trial 
the  prisoner  usually  sat  upon  a  stool  without  a  back,  but 
Bameveldt,  says  Carlton,  had  a  stool  with  a  back,  which  was 
all  the  favour  shown  him  in  regard  of  his  old  age.  They 
litemlly  worried  him  with  interrogatories,  sending  Ibr  him 
not  less  than  sixty  times  in  a  day,  to  ask  him  questions, 
with  the  design  of  perplexing  and  confounding  him,  hoping 
thereby  that  he  would  contradict  and  commit  hiwiselC  Bui 
in  vain ;  be  was  calm,  coUeetedy  and  dignified,  yet  be  saw 
enough  to  lead  him  to  predict  the  worst,  and  said,  these 
are  bitter  folk,  I  have  nothing  to  hope  from  them."  This 
illustrious  victim  of  injustice  was  not  only  prevented  fiiom 
seeing  and  having  the  help  of  bis  friends^  but  he  was  also 
deprived  of  legal  means  and  aid  for  defending  himself,  and 
likewise  of  paper  and  pens,  the  necessary  materials  for 
drawing  up  his  exculpation.  The  Judges  shewed  their  con- 
sciousness of  the  iniquity  of  their  proceedings,  by  conduct- 
ing the  trial  in  profound  secresy,  so  that  no  one  could 
know  the  sub&Uuicu  ui  the  accusations  alleged  agaiUi>t  him. 
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It  sabeeqneDllj  appealed^  Itowerery  that  the  chargea  tliej  did 
adTtnce  were  most  false,  frirolous,  and  inconsbtent  Hiis 

arose  out  of  the  fact  of  there  being  none  that  had  the 
sb.adow  of  justice  or  truth  ia  them*  But  the  very  innocence 
of  thia  man  exeited  hia  opponenta  to  keener  Tindletiyeneaa 
fsi  feeling.  For  it  ia  in  the  nature  of  human  depravity,  when 
about  to  commit  a  foul  crime  under  the  colour  of  judicial 
proceedings,  and  the  forms  of  law  and  ju&tice  are  found  to 
atand  in  the  way»  fironi  the  absence  of  moral  delinquency 
in  the  objeet,  that  then  the  revengeful  pasnona  become 

more  violent  from  such  obslruclions,  and  llieir  subject,  iu 
trampling  on  these  impediments  in  order  to  accomplish  his 
guilty  purpose,  ia  carried  to  greater  excesa^  and  hia  victim 
ftUa  bj  a  more  mthleas  blow  than  was  at  first  intended.  Thia 
was  the  case  with  Bameveldt.  He  was  innocent,  and,  there- 
fore, he  was  to  be  dispatched  the  more  suddenly  and  violently; 
and  that  too  before  the  momentary  feeling  of  enmity  excited 
against  him  among  the  people  should  subside,  or  sympathy 
felt  by  remote  connexions  might  throw  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  the  designs  of  his  enemies.  Still,  however,  the  victim  was 
too  distinguished  to  pass  to  the  scene  of  immolation,  without 
a  mighty  struggle  being  made  to  save  him.  France  and 
other  states  interposed  on  his  behalf,  especially  the  fermer ; 
and  though  insulted  iu  its  diplomatic  agent  by  the  iufamuus 
Aarseus,  so  as  to  occasion  Uie  ambassador  of  Louis  to 
demand  hia  pasqwrts,  and  nobly  to  reiiiae  a  bribe  which 
waa  offered  him  to  induce  him  to  atay,  yet  its  sovereign, 
w^hen  hearing  of  the  probable  fate  of  the  Pensionary,  sent  a 
letter  to  him  while  yet  on  the  road  to  Paris,  commanding 
him  instantly  lo  xetum,  and  submit  to  the  affiront,  in  order 
that  by  his  presence  he  might  use  his  utmost  endeavoura 
with  the  prince  and  his  creatures  to  save  the  life  of  the 
Advocate.  The  Princess  Dowager  wished  to  see  Maurice, 
to  intreat  him  to  spare  this  aged  and  venerable  statesman; 
but  aware  of  her  inteotioDi  he  refused  to  see  her.  This  lady 
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then  urged  the  wife  of  Baraeyeldt  to  throw  heraeK  at  the  feet 
oi'  the  priuce,  and  crave  pardon  for  her  husbaod,  bnt  this  lufjt^ 
nladed  woman  lefuied  to  do  it,  lett  U  might  be  wuppomA 
Hhai  hj  waeh  an  aist  ahi  gave  the  appeafanee  o#  sanelMti  to 
the  alleged  guilt  of  hw  liiisband,  while  she  was  e<|uaUy 
aware  that  the  viiidicLivc  spirit  of  Maurice  would  glean 
aatii£u^on  from  her  humility,  without  hia  being  in  the  ieaiit 
moved  to  companion*  * 

It  ia  painftd  to  know,  that  while  die  sjmpathiflf  of  princea 
and  statesmen  were  excited  on  behalf  of  Bameveldt,  that 
our  James,  who  had  been  accttsioBMd  to  addcess  him  in 
teraa  of  famiKaiiAjy  condading  lettera  written  to  him  by  bis 
own  hand,  with  wstre  Mmwm  ami  Jacqubb  nowtfaroagb 
petty  piques  and  the  odium  Iheologicum,  could  sec  him 
sink  without  lifting  up  his  voice  in  the  way  of  rcmou&trance 
i^ainst  the  iniquitons  oonduct  of  Maurice.  Nay  it  would 
^opear  that  Cavltony  who,  in  imitation  of  his  maater,  pio- 
iesaed  to  be  yerj  wiae  in  ihe<dogieal  lore,  and  who  waa  tbe 
enemy  of  the  Remonstraajtis,  aud  the  chief  instrument  in 
obtainmg  tlic  appointment  of  the  synod  of  Dort,  must»  we 
aia  aftaid^  be  considered  an  aooeasoiy  to  the  impilsoonieiit 
and  death  of  the  Fensionaiy.  This  appeam  ttom  Gma^  who 
says,  Sir  Dudley  Cariton'ii  induatrie  deaerves  an  hoooiir- 
able  commendation  for  the  discovering  of  iiamereldfs  de- 
signs;** a  statement  which  relates  to  the  conduct  of  the 
ambassador  as  connected  with  the  Adirocala'a  aiiest»  which 
accounts  for  hia  viewing  the  proceedings  of  the  jndgea,  and 
the  death  of  this  statesman,  in  a  way  that  was  significant  of 
his  approval^  rather  than  of  his  disapprobation. 

The  strong  feeling  excited  in  favour  of  this  Dutch  patliot 
tended  to  hasten  his  death,  by  occasioning  hia  enemiea 
gnintly  to  violate  all  the  decencies  of  judicial  proceeding; 
for  wliUt  he  was  actually  preparing  his  iinal  defence,  the 
court  came  to  a  hasty  judgment  on  his  case;  and  cm  tke 
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same  eveniug,  an  officer  was  hurried  to  the  place  of  lus 
confinement,  to  inform  him  that  tentenoe  of  death  was  to 
be  peseed  npon  himi  when  the  aitonished  nan,  whoee 

thoughts  had  been  pfevioosly  turned  npon  preparing  his  ex- 
culpalioii,  twice  exclaimed,  "  sentence  of  death  !  sentence  of 
death  1  I  had  thought  to  have  been  heard  again,"  adding, 
it  is  for  sqr  judges  to  answer  before  Ood  for  their  conduct.'' 
Be  then  demanded  pens,  ink,  and  paper,  that  he  might 
write  a  farewell  letter  to  his  wife.  No  iiemonstrant  clcig}  - 
man  was  allowed  to  visit  him,  but  Wallaeus,  named  at  page 
48|  was  selected  for  this  work.  This  man,  who  was  eminent 
talenty  and  had  been  in  the  closest  bonds  of  intimacy 
with  some  of  the  Astninians,  had  sufBeient  feeling  snd 
TLjuera-tion  for  their  putrun  to  shrink  frara  the  task  assigned 
him;  so  that  when  sent  for  hy  the  States- General  from  Dort  to 
the  Hague,  to  attend  Bsmeveldt  under  these  melancholy  cir* 
eumstancesy  he  reluctantly  consented,  having  first  obtuned  m 
ptomise  that  he  should  be  spared  the  pain  of  witnessing  his 
death.  And  fearing  that  a  siiuilar  fate  was  designed  for  Gro- 
tius,  to  whom  he  owed  much,  and  with  whom  he  had  been  on 
the  most  intimate  terma,  he  stipulated  at  the  same  time,  thai 
lie  dhould  not  be  the  bearer  of  any  painful  message  to.  him.* 
Wallaeus  may  have  concurred  in  some  of  the  measures  of 
bis  party,  which  were  marked  by  bigotry  and  injustice,  yet 
when  we  know  that  Heinsins,  Deodatus,  and  other  members 
of  the  tynoA  wen  engaged  in  fiirtheiing  the  death  of 
BameFeldt,  and  sportingly  and  impiously  exulting  orer  it, 
one  is  pleased,  amidst  so  much  cruelty  and  iiuiiless  feeling 
evinced  by  some  of  the  Dutch  clergy,  to  see  an  individual 
SO  fiir  maintaining  unimpaired  the  best  sympathies  of  the 
heart,  as  to  shrink  from  being  the  witness  of  an  act  the 
result  of  fauiUicisni,  religious  faction,  and  the  despotism 
of  military  power.  We  deem  it  right  to  make  this  state- 
ment in  vindication  of  Wallsus,  because  his  conduct  in 
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this  bofliDess  has  been  otherwise  represented  by  modem 
wxiien.  This  minutei's  amval  seemed  at  first  nnvdoome  to 
the  condeumed  man,  and  his  oiers  of  attention  were  comto* 

ously  declined.  Some  have  attributed  this  to  a  species  of 
unkind  officiousnesd  in  WaUsus  to  obtrude  his  particular 
theological  views  upon  him.  We  can  but  hope  otherwise^ 
althoagh  some  circumstances  attendant  upon  the  case  wi^jbA 
aeemtobearsuehaeonstmction.  The  fhct  is,  the  mind  of  the 
venerable  rictim  M  as  overwhelmed  with  pain.*  The  sentence 
had  come  upon  him  so  unexpectedly,  and  suddenly,  and 
while  he  was  preparing  his  defence,  that  he  for  a  time  could 
only  dwell  on  the  iniquity  of  hb  judges  and  the  murderous 
proceedings  adopted  against  him,  seeing  that  he  was  wick> 
edly  to  be  deprived  of  life  without  making  his  full  defence. 

Soldiers  were  placed  in  his  chamber  to  prevent  him  from 
qieahittg  even  to  his  servant  The  Spanish  inqoisitioD 
itself,  the  arbitrary  and  bloody  jurisdiction  of  which  this 
distinguished  statesman,  in  conjunction  with  William,  the 
first  Prince  of  Orange,  had  so  success^ly  opposed,  and 
lescned  the  Low-Countries  from  its  tyranny,  never  conduct- 
ed a  trial  and  execution  with  more  injustice,  secresj,  or 
rigour.  And  while  he  continued  to  reflect  on  these  things^ 
he  was  incapable  of  composing  his  mind,  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  upon  acts  of  devotion.  That  he  should  refuse,  in 
the  first  instance  the  ofibrs  of  Wailseus  and  some  other 
ministers  that  were  with  him  on  the  moumfiil  occasioD,  is 
not  surprising.  He  kuew  that  the  plots  of  the  party  to 
which  they  belonged,  had  by  their  intrigues,  tUeir  bigotry, 
and  violence,  in  concurrence  with  Maurice,  who  was  their 
great  supporter,  brought  the  sentence  of  death  upon  him. 
The  guards  having  refused  to  allow  him  to  speak  to  bis 
servant,  he  endeavoured  to  put  away  the  pain  of  the  moment 
arising  from  such  treatment,  by  bidding  him  read  the  Fsalms 
to  ham  in  French.  Thus  the  night  passed  away.  His  wifis^ 
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after  receiving  his  farewell  letter,  requested  to  see  him,  a  fact 
lie  was  not  distinctly  made  acquainted  with.  And  not  till  with- 
in an  hour  or  two  of  his  execation  was  it  intimated  to  him 
that  he  might  he  permitted  to  see  her,  when  he  was  asked  if  he 
wished  to  see  any  friend.  He  replied  that  such  a  question 
came  too  late :  as  such  an  interview  would  only  serve  to  trouble 
and  unman  him  in  his  last  moments.  One  blushes  to  relate 
aty  bat  all  this  was  taking  phice  while  the  members  of  the 
83mod  of  Dort  were  receiving  their  gold  and  silver  medals, 
in  token  of  the  States  approval  of  their  conduct,  and  rejoic- 
ing at  the  close  of  their  labours,  at  a  festive  scene  provided 
for  them  by  the  same  parties. 

On  the  following  momingy  being  the  thirteenth  of  May, 
the  last  act  of  this  tragedy  was  performed,  by  the  sacrifice 
of  this  innocent  victim,  to  serve  as  the  seal  of  sanction 
to  the  synod's  labours.  Brought  into  the  presence  of  his 
judges^  the  sentence  was  readi  in  which,  amongst  other 
things,  he  was  charged  with  ircMing  religian  and  vexing 
the  church  of  God,  for  which  he  was  to  die.  This  sentence 
ended  thus; — That  the  said  John  Oldenbameveldt  shall  be 
conveyed  firom  hence  to  the  place  of  execution,  there  to 
have  his  head  cut  off  by  the  sword  of  justice,  [what  awM 
mockery!]  and  his  goods  to  be  confiscated.**  He  received 
this  sentence  of  death,''  says  Cross,  "  with  an  undauuUd 
countenance,  and  when  it  was  finished,  he  said, '  I  was  in 
good  hopes  that  your  Loidships  would  haue  beene  satisfied 
with  my  blood,  and  by  reason  of  my  long  sendee  would 
leaue  my  goods  to  my  wife  and  children.***  These  last 
words  he  uttered  with  a  faiuL  voice  and  dejected  counte- 
nance, but  being  informed  by  the  president  that  he  must 
submit  himself  to  his  sentence,  he  resumed  his  firmness, 
and  riring  from  his  seat  was  immediately  conducted  through 
the  great  hall  to  the  scaffold.  The  hall  was  full  of  his 
firiends  and  acquaintances.  Ho  took  no  notice  of  any  of 
them  as  he  passed,  and  continued  to  bear  himself  with  the 
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same  grandeur  and  serenity  on  his  way  to  the  scaffold^  * 
leaning  on  his  itaff,  and  supported  by  ld$  aerrant  Wb«o 
be  arrived  Iberey  be  asked,  "  Is  tbere  no  cushion  or  stool  far 
me  to  kneel  on?**  and  then  kneeling  down  on  the  rough 
boards,  lie  prayed  for  a  while.  lie  then  rose,  and  began  to 
prepare  himselfy  saying,  while  pointing  to  the  executioner^ 
Th$i  man  need  not  toueb  nw.**  Before  kneeling  dam 
to  receive  the  fatal  stroke,  bo  addressed  the  people,  er^ 
claimiug  aloud.  "  Good  citizens,  do  not  believe  that  I  die 
a  traitor,  but  on  the  contrary  a  true  patriot;"  and  then 
kneeling  down,  lified  np  bis  bands  towards  bearen,  wad 
said,  ^  Christ  is  my  guide ;  Lord  bare  nercy  upon  me  | 
Father,  into  thy  bands  1  commend  my  spirit f  when  the 
executioner  instantly  strnck  oii  his  head  at  one  blow.  And 
thus  fell  this  distingaiahed  statesman  and  Christian.  Many 
of  the  people  instantly  msbed  to  tbe  spot»  and  dipped  (beir 
bandkercbieft  in  bis  blood.'  *^  His  renudns  were  shortly  after 
borne  away  in  a  |)oorti  vnpolished  coffin,  and  he  was  buried 
by  the  executioners,  in  the  chapell  of  the  inner  court,  with* 
oat  any  assistance  of  friends  or  kinsfolkes.''t 

Maurice  it  is  said,  gratified  biarerenge  by  witnesstngtbia 
tragedy  from  a  window  oi  au  uctagonal  tower  which  over- 
looks the  square  where  it  took  place ;  but  the  writer  of  the 
History  of  the  Netberiands  in  Lardnet's  Cyelopcsdia,  chooses 
to  doubt  tbe  truth  of  this  statement  Tbe  season  be  assigns 
for  so  doing  is  honourable  to  his  feelings,  as  he  thereby  wishes 
to  rescue  the  character  of  this  priuce  from  such  a  blot,  by 
doubting  bis  capability  of  manifesting  so  niueb  mallgnitj  and 
revenge.  But  snrdy  be  bad  Ibrgotten  that  religious  and  po^ 
btical  enmity  will  lead  men  to  strange  deeds.  Has  it 
escaped  his  memory,  that  Gardiner  would  not  dine  till  he 
learnt  that  the  martyrs  were  bnmt,  and  then  sat  down  with 
brutal  pleasure  to  gratify  bis  appetite?  or  did  be  forget, 
at  the  time  be  penned  this  statement,  tbe  playfbl  Ibolsiy  of 

♦  Crowe.  f  Cross.  J  Idem. 
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wliich  prove  UiaL  a  inau  cau  sportingly  trifle  while  occasioning 
the  death  of  an  antagooist,  or  enjoj  malicious  satisfaction  at 
aeemg  the  fall  of  a  mal  under  hus  own  appointiiieiii?  We 
mn  •fimtd  there  ie  too  mach  tmth  in  thie  ohavge  againel 
Mflnrioe,  and  m  a  repreeentation  of  Uie  Adv6eite*a  eztf outton 
in  the  J^-en  van  Bamereldty  by  Nierauus,  the  very  window 
is  exhibited  in  which  Maurice  is  shown  eitting^  and  certain 
tmda  proceeding  from  him,  which  it  il  not  neoemiy  finr  as 
to  tranalatei  only  we  maf  lemarlt  that  they  are  expreaaive  of 
his  approval,  while  beholding  this  act  of  judicial  assassin* 
ation.    Still,  Mr.  CoUey  Grattan  may  be  correct  in  his  sup- 
position  of  Maurice  being  inoapabie  of  witnessing  the  aecM^ 
and  for  the  honour  of  faunan  natne  we  hope  he  ia.  Nereis 
thekaa,  we  hane  deemed  it  ri^t  to  give  the  above  atatetoent  of 
Barne^  eldt's  biographer.    There  is  another  circumstance  we 
beg  lca\'c  to  notice,  because  it  may  have  startled  the  reader^ 
that  isy  the  designating  the  execution  of  Bamereidt  aa  be» 
ing  an  act  of  innfder«    In  doing  this  we  ha^e  followed 
cotemporary  writers,  and,  in  support  of  the  propriety  of  thus 
imitating  them,  \\v.  beg  leave  to  give  the  statement  uf  an 
Italian  civilian^  who  says^     that  to  bring  a  charge,  aud 
not  to  be  able  to  prore  it,  makea  the  judges  who  condenil 
him  that  is  arraigned,  not  judges,  but  executioners." *  Allow* 
ing  this  opinion  to  be  correct,  we  leave  it  with  the  reader 
to  say  whether  the  commissioner  who  sat  at  BarneveldCs 
mock  trial,  and  Maurice  who  appointed  them  and  it,  are 
not  jnslly  liable  to  bear  the  stigma  which  is  thus  attached 
to  the  mode  ui  which  they  dispatched  the  triothn  of  thair 

cruelty  and  injustice. 

From  the  moment  of  the  completion  of  tliis  iniquitous 
act,  the  star  of  Maurice  aet»  and  he  who  had  been  justly 
damned  the  first  tactician  of  his  age,  and  whose  camp  had 
been  crowded  by  the  young  nobility  of  ▼arious  countries 
to  take  lessons  IVom  him  in  the  art  of  war,  was  foiled 
•  Sm  Bayto's  Dictioniiy,  AHiek^  Louis  the  Elcf «iilh. 
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in  almott  all  hia  nMiaiini.  TT«  csomilBimos  was  iHarinWI 
by  a  gloomy  aapeet,  mdicatiTe  of  th^  aaziotyy  diagrin,  and 

agony,  to  which  his  mind  was  subject  The  circumstances 
attending  his  exercise  of  aulliority  were  calculated  to  pro- 
duce this  state  of  feeling.  The  people,  who,  it  appears^  had 
stood  by  and  beheld  Baniereldi*a  murder  in  silent  astonish- 
menty  were  nowronsed  from  their  apathy.  The  mililary 
deeds  of  the  prince,  which  had  been  splendid,  were  lost 
sight  of,  and  instead  of  bis  being  hailed  as  a  deli¥erer,  he 
was  detested  as  a  tyrant.  In  passing  throogh  the  cities  of 
the  Ststesi  nothing  was  heard,  bat  mnrmnrs,  or  the  name  of 
Bamereldt  nttered  in  a  way  significant  of  the  people's  disap- 
probation of  Maurice.  A  plot  was  laid  for  his  life,  which 
brought  other  victims  under  his  implacable  resentment. 
One  of  these  was  the  son  of  the  Iste  AdFocat^  who  sooght 
to  re? enge  the  deslh  of  his  father.  The  execution  of  the 
conspirators  excited  more  pity  for  the  sufierers,  than  rqoio- 
ing  at  Maurice's  escape  from  their  design.  This  he  saw,  and 
it  deeply  affected  him.  It  spoke  more  than  volumes,  as  to  the 
opinion  of  the  people  on  his  condoct  in  lelatkm  to  Bacne- 
▼eldt  Baffled  in  his  efforts  to  relieve  Bred%  the  patiimo- 
nial  inheritance  of  the  Orange  family,  which  was  invested 
by  Spinola — foiled  in  an  attempt  upon  Antwerp, — witness- 
ing the  silent  disrespect  of  the  citizens,  instead  of  their 
wonted  acclamations, — the  laurels  he  had  won,  fading  on  his 
brow,  and  the  memory  of  the  people  affectionately  turned 
to  the  victim  of  his  ambition ;  while  a  medal  was  struck 
to  celebrate  his  virtues,  by  which  he  was  held  up  as  a 
martyr  for  the  liberties  of  bis  conntry, — were  events  which» 
as  they  preyed  on  his  mind,  generated  a  loFerish  anziety, 
snd  operated  as  incipient  disease,  that  maiM  him  as  one 
speedily  to  fall  the  victim  of  his  own  folly,  injustice,  and 
tyranny ;  and  not  long  after  the  execution  of  Bamcvcldt,  he 
was  seized  vath  a  lingering  malady,  wlncb,  says  Mr.  Grattan, 
it  is  hoped,  for  the  sake  of  his  better  fedinga,  was  second 
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panied  witk  vegiet  and  rmone  ibr  Uie  past  The  intinia^ 
tton  here  thrown  out  hy  this  writer  it  confinsMd  b j  Ihe 
testimony  of  others,  though  in  proof  of  the  salutary  character 

of  the  remorse,  we  have  not  the  mme  weight  of  evidence; 
and  in  the  absence  of  those  feelings^  which,  though,  to 
a  gieal  extent,  nndefiaable,  yet  Ibnn  a  aoorce  of  aolaoe 
and  hope  to  the  tnte  penitent,  we  aie  afraid  be  waa 
tanght  to  rely  upon  the  admission  of  certain  theological 
sentiuienis  as  the  ground  of  safety  and  acceptance  with  his 
Maker,  when  paasing  from  the  preaence  of  man  and  the 
twifigbt  of  time,  to  the  bri|^t  yisiona  of  eteinitf •  In  con- 
firmation of  tbia  stateflMnt,  we  aball  mention  a  cirenmBtanee, 
which  took  place  previous  to  the  death  of  this  unhappy 
prince.  Struggling  with  his  own  feelings  under  a  remem« 
fafance  of  the  past,  he  had  an  interview  with  Bogennan,  to 
whom  be  atated  tbe  aecret  nuagiTinga  of  bia  heart  aa  to  bia 
safety,  and  the  uneasiness  he  felt  at  tbe  idea  of  entering  the 
awful  presence  of  his  Judge.  Bo^erman  attempted  to  con- 
aole  him  by  the  application  of  promises  suited  to  the  case  of 
tbe  penitent  Bat,**  asked  the  piinee,  "  bow  ean  theae 
passages  of  Seriptnre,  which  promiae  grace  and  pardon  to 
peoitents,  apply  to  me,  since  I  do  nol  discover  in  myself 
any  of  the  true  signs  of  repentance  or  contrition?**  To 
which  the  minister  rejoined,  but  do  you  not  feel  a  wish  to 
vepent?"  ^  certainly  I  do,**  aaid  the  other.  ^  Then,**  added 
Bogerman,  anch  a  wish  to  be  able  to  repent  ia  an  infid- 
lible  sign  of  regeneration."* 

On  a  review  of  this  case,  in  connexion  with  other  events 
diatinguishing  the  previona  history  of  thia  prince,  it  ia  im* 
poaaible  for  us  not  to  see  a  striking  resemblance  between  bim 
and  oar  conntryman  Cromwell,  the  circumstances  of  whose 
life  and  death  seem  to  be  so  very  similar  to  those  of 
Maurice.  Cromwell,  it  is  true,  was  undistinguished  by  prince- 
ly deacent,  while  his  chief  crime  was  that  of  being  the  prime 
*  8m  Bpistda  EcclMUstias  ct  Thcologtcae,  p.  811. 
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instfnident  in  the  death  of  royalty  itself.    Maurice,  on  th^ 
wmtnxjf  waa  eminent  by  birth,  while  the  victim  of  bis  ombi- 
lionwMgmtyOnljfts  talente,  virtttei  patixrtuiBi,  and  endiieiit 
•enrieet  gate  bim  grestneBS^   But  Obaries  and  BarneTeldt* 
each  alike  stood  in  the  way  of  iis])iriiiits  to  sovereign  autbo- 
rity  and  government ,  and  though  the  Dutch  statesman  and 
the  English  monaith  were  difiefent  in  rmky  yet  each  Ml 
ibe  Tietini  of  the  ambition  of  a  sooeesslQl  soMier.  G^vm 
disconsolate  and  agitated,  when  viewing  the  past,  as  he  was 
hasteniog  to  his  iiual  hour,  was  also  consoled  by  his  ghost- 
ly oonforteri  in  a  waj  similar  to  prince  tfaoriee.  Fur 
when  feeling  in  himielf  no  mdttngs  of  eompnuetlon  or 
cheering  confidence  in  the  divine  favour,  he  was  called  a^vay 
from  solicitude  to  obtain  them,  by  au  intimation  that  he  was 
placing  himtelf  under  a  corenant  irf  works,  wfaii^  is  hud  t4 
him  wbo  aMetnpls  It    Let  not  the  reader  suppose,  thsft 
in  thus  briefly  noticing  these  striking  pointi  of  coinci- 
dence in  the  conduct  and  end  of  these  successful  and  aspir- 
ing chieftains,  we  thereby  intend  to  intimate  that  tlieir  hyper* 
Calf  hiism  was  the  occasion  of  their  Tioes ;  only  we  nay  be 
permitted  to  remark,  that  Bishop  Womaek,  when  descairtlBg 
upon  the  conduct  of  Croniw  oirs  chajjlain,  in  thus  attempting 
to  produce  the  calm  of  confidence  in  his  mind,  so  similar 
to  the  conduct  of  Bogerman  in  the  case  of  Msnrice,  jtisfly 
designates  such  actmg  as   the  result  ef  fhlse  principles.** 

*  Sir  James  Maddntoab,  speaking  of  the  murder  of  John  and  Cofnelius  dc 
Witt,  saySf  ^  it  was  perpetrftted  with  inch  hmtal  ferocity,  add  tteotmterel 
with  such  heroic  serenity,  that  it  SMI  shMit  amm  to  be  doubtfal,  whiiwi 
tb»  $\uty  of  having  produced  such  pare  iuflenn  Bny  aot  in  some  desntf  «N1« 
aoie  a  ooonti^,  for  having  given  birth  to  assassins  so  atrociona.  These  excess- 
es areetngularly  at  variance  witli  tbc  calm  and  orderly  character  of  the  Dutch; 
but  it  is  mere  jusUce  to  observe,  that  their  commonwealth  was  fruitful  in  great 
men,  who  acted  and  rafftted  with  equal  dignity  in  fbam  tiagic  scenee^  of 
which  the  contemplation  strengtheai  and  exalts  hoiiMi  nM«n«  Perhaps  no 
tree  state  hoii  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude,  oontributcd  more  amply  than 
it  to  the  amendment  of  mankind  by  the  fUliffflfff  of  public  virtue.'*  ifiitory 

lAc  BevobUim  im  16QS,  p.  31& 
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Bbfobe  proceeding  to  notice  tlie  sentence  of  banishment 
pronounced  upuu  the  cited  Kcmonsli  auts,  we  can  but  re- 
mark thai  we  have  been  struck  with  the  heroism  thej  dial* 
played,  in  prolertiiig  againat  the  iUegitimacy  of  the  ntjrtiod 
as  their  judge,  though  they  knew  that  it  was  appointed  bjr 
the  dictum  of  Maurice.  This  courage  appears  still  more 
atnking,  when  it  is  known  that  reports  ol  the  probabie  ex- 
ecution of  the  imprisoned  Bameveldt  were  oonvejed  to 
tkeiUi  for  the  porpoao  of  teiriiSrii>S  ^^^^  m^muamxm. 
But  whiiat  their  hefoisn  coMmanded  onr  Kdntifatieo,  we  were 
disposed  to  believe  that  it  mighL  couLribute  to  liasLco  the 
fall  of  that  distinguished  atatesaao,  as  being  their  princ^>al 
support.  This  impression  we  diacoyeied  to  bo  coiiec^  for 
in  tnmuig  to  Sir  Dudley  Carlton's  letter  of  the  siSLteenth  of 
April,  we  found  that  he  plainly  declares, "  that  from  the 
commencement  of  the  process  against  Barneveldt  until  now, 
there  was  no  speech  of  death}  but  now  the  consideration  of 
the  opinionatrity  of  the  Aemonstimts  hath  much  altered  the 
bosinese,  and  most  voices  ran  upon  making  all  sure,"  [that 
is,  to  give  sentence  of  death  upon  all  the  prisoners.]  Thus 
Maurice,  who  had  pledged  himself  to  the  wife  of  Barneveldf^ 
that  her  hnabandTs  life  should  not  be  takeoi  now  found  his 
jealoosy  and  rindietive  passions  qniekened^  from  the  sup- 
position that  in  this  the  Remonstrants  openly  opposed  him, 
and  that  the  cited  assumed  such  bearing  in  the  synod  from 
encouragement  from  without »  and,  therefore,  took  the  fatal 
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resolution  of  proceeding  to  the  lengths  narrated  in  our  last 
chapter.  One  wonld  &in  not  identiiy  any  of  the  muusten  of 
religion  or  members  of  tlie  synod  with  this  fool  deed,  bat  broad 
intimations  had  been  given  by  many  of  them  of  the  necessity 
of  such  extreme  measures,  and  the  fact  of  some  of  them 
afterwards  calling  upon  the  people  from  the  pulpit  to  rejoice 
after  the  execution  of  the  AdTocate,  at  the  deUverance  of 
the  chnreh  from  one  of  its  greatest  enemies^*  and  the  pro- 
fsne  sporting  of  Diodati  on  the  occasion,  with  the  odious 
colours  in  which  many  of  the  Contra-Remonstrant  writers 
attempted  to  hold  up  this  distinguished  Dutchman  to  public 
eouciationy  seem  too  much  like  laboured  effints  at  vilifying 
Ibe  memory  of  this  victim,  in  order  to  prove  the  justice  of 
the  proceedings  adopted  against  him,  in  which  they  were 
involved,  and  to  establish  their  own  righteousness  in  con- 
tributing to  bis  death,  by  attempting  to  demonstxite  bis 
guiltiness. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  Remonstrants,  who,  after  the  lay* 
commissioners  had  read  to  them  the  condemnation  of  the 
ecclesiastical  president,  were  left  unnoticed  until  the  twenti* 
eth  of  May,  when  they  were  summoned  into  the  presenee  of 
these  gentlemen,  who  were  dbected  to  aseerlain  from  them, 
whether  they  voultl  desist  from  the  discharge  of  their  minis- 
terial duties.  They  were  accordingly  asked  individually  by 
their  lordships,  wbether,'8ince  they  had  been  deprived  of 
their  ministry,  they  would  abstain  from  all  ecclesiastical 
ministrationB,  such  as  preaching,  exhorting,  administering 
the  sacrament,  and  visiting  the  sick  ;**  promising  thera,  at 
the  same  time,  that  if  they  would  cease  from  attending  to 
these  duties,  a  comfortable  competency  should  be  allowed 
Aem  to  live  as  private  ddaens.  Besides  the  above  require- 
merit,  il  was  especially  demanded  of  Episcopius  that  he 
should  promise  neither  to  write  letters,  nor  books,  in  order  to 
confirm  the  people  in  the  opinions  of  the  Remonstrants,  and 
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draw  them  away  from  the  doctrine  of  the  synod.  We  need 
noi  say  that  Uie  speciality  of  the  reqnest  made  to  Episco*  ' 
pins  thus  to  impose  silence  upon  him,  was  pajring  high 
homage  to  the  vast  powers  of  his  mind.  The  raen  answered 
like  themselves,  saTC  one;  ''We  are  ready  to  obey  their 
High  Mightinesses,  so  Ihr  as  we  can  do  it  with  a  saie  con- 
science^ bat  beyond  thisy  we  can  make  no  promises.  We 
will  desist  fipom  attempts  to  preach  in  drarehes  belonging  to 
the  government,  bnt  not  to  minister  elsewhere  to  large  or 
small  assemblies  of  those  who  are  attached  to  us,  we  cannot 
engage.  When  we  took  upon  ns  holy  orders,  we  bound 
oniselTes  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  preach  bis  wotd  both 
in  prosperity  and  adversity,  and  we  dare  not  recal  cfnr  vows. 
W^e  know  that  punishment  awaits  him  who  hides  his  talent 
through  terror,  as  well  as  him  who  squanders  it  through 
neglect  It  is  our  duty,  tberefora,  to  place  our  lights  upon 
a  candlestick,  and  not  put  them  under  a  bushel  tbnmgb  fear; 
and  we  hope  your  lordships  will  neither  attempt  to  hinder  us, 
or  be  displeased  with  us  for  so  doing.**  *^  But,"  said  one  of 
the  commissioners,  "  suppose  a  proclamation  is  issued  to 
pierent  yon.**  '^We  hope  better  things,"  it  was  replied, 

from  their  High  Mightinesses,  than  that  they  should  at- 
tempt such  measures  in  tlicsc  free  Netherlands.  Neverthe- 
less, should  it  be  so,  we  are  bound  to  obey  God  rather  than 
man.**  A  second  time  they  were  summoned  into  the  pre- 
sence of  the  commissioners,  who  again  attempted  to  induce 
them  to  promise  to  desist,  but  they  remained  unmoved  in 
their  former  determination. 

The  friends  of  the  cited  now  began  to  be  alarmed,  appre- 
hending that  Tiolent  measures  would  be  adopted  against 
them,  and  wished  them  to  seek  th^  safety  in  flight  But 
they  had  too  much  manly  courage  to  listen  to  these  sugges- 
tions. Uitenbogaerdt  was  tremblingly  alive  to  the  danger 
which  he  thought  hung  over  Episcopius,  and  in  writing  to 
him,  said,  *^  It  is  weD  known  in  what  esteem  the  opposite 
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party  bold  you,  and  thero  ia  bo  doubt  bat  thajr  wiU  endea- 
Tonr  to  adopt  meaatirea  to  east  yoa  into  pnaon^  or  send  jon 
into  exile.   If  I  were  Ailly  certain  that  tbe  latter  waa  to  bo 

the  extent  of  tLuir  dot>igns  upon  you,  I  should  exhort  ^ou  to 
submit  to  it;  but  if  there  is  a  probability  of  the  former,  I 
ai^  do  not  forget  the  case  of  the  lord  Advocate."  By  tbia  re- 
mark it  ia  evident  Uitenbogneidt  wished  Bpiaoopioato  eacape^ 
which  he  easily  could  have  done,  but  he  reluaedy  and,  there* 
fere,  u  ith  the  rest  of  the  Remonstmnts,  went  to  tlic  Hague,  on 
tbe  second  of  July,  to  receive  his  sentence.  Poor  to  this, 
however,  they  addressed  both  the  States  of  Holland  and  the 
Statea^General,  on  the  injustice  of  their  being  detained  al 
Dort  so  long  after  the  synod  had  closed;  asserting  that,  as  a 
safe  conduct  had  been  promised  to  them,  they  hoped  that 
their  governors  would  not  violate  their  promises,  other- 
wise  thef  would  act  more  unjustly  than  the  Catbolica  did  at 
the  Couneil  of  IVent,  who  kept  their  engagements  with  the 
Protestants;  and,  therefore,  ihi  y  intrcated  their  High  IMight- 
inesses  to  release  them ;  but  Uieir  petitions  were  disregarded. 
On  tbe  BMk  of  July,  being  aununoDed  into  the  anti-ehamber 
of  the  boilding  where  the  States-Oeneral  were  assembledy 
they  were  requested  to  sign  what  was  called  The  Ad  of 
Cessation^  but  refusing  so  to  do,  sentence  was  pronounced 
upon  them,  of  which  the  olosiDg  part  runs  thus  :  **'  ILhaX, 
m  conaecpienoe  of  their  eontuma^  and  disobedience,  the 
eited,*"  whose  names  are  then  given,  ^  ahaU  be  condneted  by 
certain  officers  appuiuted  by  their  High  Mightinesses  out  of 
the  United  Provinces,  without  ever  being  allowed  to  come 
or  return  thither,  till  the  said  States  shall  be  fully  satisfied 
that  they  are  wilUng  to  anbacribe  the  aame  aet,  and  leave 
be  given  them  to  return,  on  pain  of  being  treated  as  dis- 
turbers of  the  public  peace,  for  an  example  to  oiiieis."  This 
sentence  being  pronounced,  they  were  ordered  to  withdraw; 
but  the  Remonstrants  desired  a  copy  d  it,  whieh  bemg 
pnmnsed  them,  Episeopiua  then  spoke  in  the  name  of  the 
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cited,  mid  amongst  other  statements  he  said  i  "  We  are  free 
from  the  charges  advanced  against  usy  and  have  acted  in 
lation  to  the  sjmod  with  a  good  ooiwdeiice,  as  in  the  pro- 
sence  of  the  Lord ;  and  it  seems  strange  to  us  that  we 
should  be  banished  from  our  country,  and  iorbidden  ever  to 
return,  the  more  especiallj  as  we  were  invited  to  a  free 
i^ody  freqneutly  proaused  a  sale  eondnet,  and  that  no  in- 
jmy  shoidd  befal  ns  on  account  of  the  defence  we  migfat 
there  make  of  our  cause.  This  we  depended  upon;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  we  have  been  kept  eight  montlis  Irom  our 
families,  aud  are  now  to  be  bamshed,  because  we  refuse  to 
do  that  which  onr  consciences  cannot  approve.  But  since 
it  u  your  lordships'  pleasure,  we  must  submit^  and  com* 
mend  onrselves  and  cause  to  God.  May  the  Lord,  whom 
we  serve,  judge  between  you  and  us."  No  reply  was  made 
to  this  address;  and  they  were  instantly  ordered  away,  and 
eeented  under  lock  and  bolt 

Shortly  after,  a  messenger  was  sent  to  them,  to  know  to 
what  place  each  would  be  conducted.  They  replied,  "  that 
in  so  short  a  period  they  could  not  give  an  answer,  but 
should  wish  to  consult  with  their  wires  and  friendSy  and  set 
their  affairs  in  order.**  Thdr  lordships  replied  to  this 
answer,  that  two  of  them  might  be  sent  to  convey  the  wishes 
of  the  rest.  Niellius  and  Dwiuglo,  whn  were  sent  lor  this 
purpose,  requested  for  themselves  and  their  brethren  per- 
mission to  go  l\ome,  a^ust  their  affairs,  and  provide  for 
their  ftmilies ;  promising  that  they  would  return  at  a  time 
appointed.  But  instead  of  this  being  granted,  they  were 
taunted  and  sneered  at,  by  being  told,  "  that  they  need  not 
be  so  concerned  about  their  families^  Ibr  if  they  had  re- 
ceired  an  extraordinafy  call  from  Ood  to  senre  his  Churol^ 
they  might  be  certain  that  he  would  proride  for  them  in 
an  extraordinary  manner.**  This  was  said  in  allusion  to 
their  having  declared  that  they  could  not  lay  down  their 
offices  as  ministeiSy  being  called  of  Ood.    They  wm 
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further  told  that  it  was  judged  right  thus  to  treat  tlicra,  ou 
account  of  Lheir  contumacj,  and  eqpeciaUy  for  the  boldness 
wilb  which  Episcopiiu  had  spoken  in  the  synod.  These 
gentlemen,  however,  promised  to  ellow  them  to  relnm  to  their 
lodgings,  if  they  would  engage  not  to  speak  to  any  person, 
and  be  ready  to  depart  the  next  morning  at  four  o'clock. 
They  said  they  would  comply  with  their  wishes  as  far  as  was 
possible,  but  they  eonld  not  prevent  their  friends  from  com- 
ing to  see  them.  They  were  dismissed  about  nine  o^dock, 
when  they  hastened  to  their  lodgings,  where  they  found  a  rast 
number  of  their  fHends  waiting  to  sympathize  with  them, 
who  with  tears  and  other  signs  of  ardent  affection,  showed 
how  much  they  were  distressed  by  the  iniquitons  proceed- 
ings institute  against  them.  Others  continued  to  come 
even  till  midnight,  for  the  purpose  of  bidding  them  fare- 
welL  The  same  evening  the  States  sent  some  officers  with 
the  money  due  to  them.  They  were  paid  in  rix-dollars. 
One  of  these^  given  to  Episcofuus,  was  coined  in  the  duke- 
dom of  Brunswick ;  and  when  the  reader  learns  the  device 
upon  it,  he  will  at  least  think  it  singular,  that  it  should  be 
paid  to  Episcopius  at  such  a  period.  Co  the  one  side  was 
the  image  of  Tauth,  represented  treading  upon  two  figures ; 
on  one  was  inscribed  Cahtmma,  on  the  other  Mendaeium  f 
over  the  head  of  the  image  were  stamped  the  following 
words,  J  erifas  vine  if  oiunid.  On  the  reverse  of  this  was 
Struck  in  large  letters  the  following  inscxiptioii,  Recte  foci- 
endo  nemmem  Immm*  Episcopius  in  examining  this  riz- 
dollar,  was  struck  with  the  couicidence  between  his  condi- 
tion and  the  sentiments  that  it  expressed,  and  could  but  de- 
voutly acknowledge  the  circumslance  to  be  the  result  of 
providential  interference,  seeing  that  those  who  had  thus 
persecuted  him  for  weil-doing  in  defence  of  the  truth,  and 
the  dictates  of  hb  conscience,  and  had  resolved  to  banish 
him  from  his  native  land,  should,  in  furnishing  him  with 
money  to  defray  his  expenses  in  going  into  exile,  present 
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Ittm  with  a  eotn,  the  uMcriptkm  and  Sgnies  of  which  should 
be  BO  ezpnaiively  appropriate,  and  calculated  to  cheer  him 

in  his  oppressed  situation.  To  pci*petuate  tlie  memory  of 
this  incident,  he  had  this  piece  ol  money  placed  in  a  frame 
of  gold,  and  it  is  pfesenred,  says  Limborchy  as  a  heir-loom  in 
the  hMKuijf  to  pass  torn  one  generation  to  another* 

On  the  sixth  of  Jnly  the  Remonstrants  were  ready 
to  depart  at  four  o'clock.  At  six,  an  officer  from  the  States 
amvedy  with  a  copy  of  their  sentence,  requesting  to  know 
-the  place  to  which  each  would  be  conducted.  Eleven  of 
them,  amongst  whom  was  Episcopius,  wished  to  go  to 
Wahvick,  in  Biiihant.  Much  time  was  lost  in  preparing 
their  conveyances,  and  crowds  assembled  round  their  lodg- 
ings^  espiessing  their  affection  for  them  in  the  most  striking 
manner.  This  occasioned  their  being  rebuked  for  delaying 
their  departure,  which,  however,  did  not  originate  with  them, 
their  waggons  not  haTing  arhved.  At  mue,  and  during  a 
tramendons  shower  of  rain,  ihey  were  borne  away  £rom  the 
Hagne^  amidst  the  scofi  of  some,  and  the  tears  of  many,  to 
the  different  places  they  had  chosen.  Episcopius  and  his 
bretlircii  arrived  at  Walwick,  in  Brabant,  on  the  sevenilt,  and 
signed  a  document  of  their  safe  arrival  at  the  request  of 
the  officers,  and  sent  back  a  message  to  the  States  indka- 
tire  of  their  love  of  their  country,  and  their  piety  as  Chris- 
tians, in  promising  to  jM-ay  for  the  States-General,  which, 
we  are  afraid,  if  received  at  all,  would  only  meet  with  the 
sneer  of  contempt. 

After  the  Remonstrants  had  been  some  time  in  Wslwick, 
they  were  visited  by  their  friends  from  all  parts  of  the  Dutch 
Provinces,  who  encouraged  them,  and  furnished  them  with 
the  means  of  support  The  lord  of  Walwick  was  extremely 
kind  to  them,  using  his  influence  with  the  Bishop  of  Bois- 
1e«duCy  under  whose  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  the  place  was, 
to  allow  them  to  stay,  which,  on  the  application  of  the  Re- 
moastraats  to  the  bishop,  was  readily  and  courteously 

2c 


804 


granted.  On  that  occasion  the  bishop  invited  Epi^copius 
and  NiaUiOi,  with  otbwi  of  thsirbittfarwi,  to  diM  with  huo^ 
whidi  they  politely  rafiiMd,  fearing  that  their  eneaaiaa  in 

Holland  would  take  advantage  of  tbeir  compliance,  and 
thereby  injure  them.  *  But  the  bishop  subsequently  repeating 
this  invitatiOBi  (Mid  pfomiaitig  Ihans  al  the  aame  time,  that  m 
diapiitable  nitier  ahoold  be  i&trodttced  at  has  taUe,  thay 
deemed  it  right  to  wait  ufMm  him,  whecv  tbey  Ibond  two 
Jesuits,  two  Dominicans,  a  Licentiate  Canon,  and  the 
Either  confessor  of  the  nuns  of  that  place.  The  bishop  re> 
oeivod  them  in  tho  noit  oonrtooaa  and  ftiendly  masnar, 
dMddng  haada  with  Urani»  and  lajing  in  tho  praaanca  of 
these  Catholics, I  wdoome  yon  here,  brethren :  I  eaD  yon 
brethren,  for  though  we  differ  in  many  points,  yet  we  all 
aeek  for  salvaticNd  through  one  and  the  same  Christ.  Your 
oppreaaion  ia  •  aomroe  of  heaitfeU  grief  to  nie.  Tho  Dnln 
of  Alra»  by  liia  rigorona  and  craal  peraaontlonsy  haa  done 
great  mischief  to  the  Catholic  religion,  and  seriously  in- 
jured our  affairs.  And  if  the  States  find  their  advantage  in 
imitating  oonduct  which  has  boon  nunona  to  as,  it  will  be 
natter  of  anrpriaa.'*  Ofoouaethoproooedsngaof  thoSynod 
of  Dort  were  spoken  of  at  the  table,  when  the  IMiop  aaid» 
**the  Remonstrants  had  great  injustice  done  them;  Uiat  they 
had  been  made  to  sufier  on  account  of  doctrines  which 
were  aonnd,  and  oaay  of  apprahenaion;  white  thoao  Uioy 
nppoaed  wan  diahonoonblo  to  the  ohainoter  of  Ood>  and 
directly  contrary  to  hia  beneficence  and  love,  which,  under 
a  pretence  of  vindicating  his  grace  towards  a  few,  exhibit 
him  aa  exerciaing  the  foulest  tyranny  againat  the  many. 

•  Ntolttat,  iiviio,  lhimUsig6,ivti  the  pstiisidi  sT  His  fartgrt  aadmtoss 
slagalsr  oomgt  saa  itfkt  p^tIwiHiwiiiwm  alui^s  Is4  la  a  pssdiar 
■tfilgJrtferwardiMii  te  Us  eoadmtt  tM  hb  biiethieB»  la  Hit  Bist  iasiuMi^ 
**  tbsC  be  WMild  as  aotm  sadergo  a  yeai*i  impritomiieii^  sa  1m  one  ot  the 
bidioi^  gMsti.  ia  as  aiiuih  at  lit  knew  tbat  itiv«»iiia*bt  tofntd  to  tMr 
htfMjbytbtlrnHdtlMlethtOtatia^BMBoatCnatilallia^  jBnNHi. 
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Aad  of  aU  the  mm  in  tlie  wotM,"  lie  Mid,  *^to  theae 
it  was  that  he  had  the  strongest  abhorrence.**  The  two 

Jesuits  of  course  agreed,  and  enjoyed  this  statement  which 
directly  attacked  the  sentiments  of  the  Dominicans,  while  the 
latter  wiitlicd  with  mortification,  which  was  manilest  in  thdr 
eoontsnanoes;  and  being  incapable  of  retaining  thenisel?ea^ 
they  sud,  "  that  the  errors  of  the  CalTinists  were  to  be  op- 
posed with  discretion,  otherwise  there  was  danger  of  adopt- 
ing those  of  the  Pelagians."  The  bishop  answered,  In 
this  case  I  have  no  ngard  to  the  aicelies  and  subtleties  of 
the  schools,  but,  in  mj  opinion,  to  assert  ikat  God  i$  mngrf 
with  men,  and  damns  thein  for  a  f<niU  iihich  they  cannot 
possibly  avoids  is  an  abominable  blasphemy."  The  Jesuits 
nodded  assent^  and  looked  with  a  smile  of  appro?al  to 
the  irtftton*  The  Doniinicans»  on  the  eontraiyi  wen 
lemAf  to  Imrft  with  rage,  thongh  they  dnrst  not  leplj. 
Bnt  Uior  vented  their  spleen  againist  the  Remonstrants  by 
exciting  the  village  pastor  against  them,  he  haviug  adopted 
the  opinions  of  the  Dominicans*  On  the  loUowing  8nnday, 
be  openly  abnsed  tbem»  so  as  to  make  tiielr  sitnation  veiy 
uncomfortable,  the  people  now  treating  them  with  rudeness* 
The  lord  of  Walwick,  however,  unknown  to  the  Reraon- 
atrantSf  spoke  to  the  pastOTi  who  was  determined  still  to 
ihrne  them ;  and,  therefore^  he  inlbrmed  the  bishop,  who 
tnmmoned  this  priest  beibre  him,  and  foibad  his  preaching, 
becansc  be  would  not  promise  to  refrain  horn  abusing  these 
gentlemen  ^  and  the  next  Sunday  sent  in  his  place  a  learned 
monk,  to  coantoraet  the  effects  of  the  statements  of  the 
former  pastor.  In  addremnng  the  people  he  exhorfeed  theni^ 
**  as  good  Catholics,  to  show  to  these  strangers  all  charity 
and  kindness.  In  Holland,"  said  he,  "  if  a  priest  or  Jesuit 
is  seen,  who  is  known  to  be  such,  the  ministers  excite  the 
people  to  abuse  him; — show  that  yon  know  how  to  act  a 
more  Christian  part  These  strangers  have  some  eiioi% 
the  iruit  of  their  education^  lieveiiheless,  the  opinion  Sot 
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which  thej  espectally  saflisr,  is  a  trae  and  ancient  Catholie 
doctrine." 

As  the  Remonstrants  had  apprehended,  so  th^r  enemies 
in  Holland  made  the  courteous  treatment  of  the  bisliop  of 
Boift-le-duc  an  occasion  of  charge  against  them,  asserting 
that  they  had  taken  an  oath  to  desist  from  all  ecctealastical 
innetions,  though  they  had  leftued  to  do  the  same,  when  It 
was  rt  quested  of  them  by  the  States-General;  proving,  that, 
in  the  latter  case,  this  act  was  not  a  matter  of  conscience, 
but  a  haughty  rejection  of  the  requirement  of  the  constitatp 
ed  authorities  of  their  own  ooontiy.  The  Remonstnnts 
hesring  this,  deemed  it  necessary  for  their  own  Tindication 
to  apply  to  the  lord  of  Walmck  for  testimonials  contradic- 
tory of  this  report,  which  he  readily  granted,  in  which  he 
declared,  that  neither  he  nor  the  bishop  had  ever  de- 
manded, or  intended  to  demand  any  such  thing  from  them.* 
This  letter  is  giren  by  Idmbofch,  but  wn  think  it  not  ne- 
cessar)^  to  insert  it  in  our  pages. 

About  this  time  Episcopius  published  two  works  against 
the  Synod  of  Dort»  one  in  Latin,  entitled,  Sffm^di  Dardra^ 
erudelii  imfuiias^  tiie  second  in  Dutch,  Aniid&iumy 
qfte  Naerder  openinge  ran  het  eygene  gcroclen  des  Nation- 
af^en  Synodi  gehouden  hinnen  Dordrecht^  which  he  after- 
wards translated  into  Latin.  Of  the  former  woifc  the  cele* 
bnted  Mr.  Wesley  says ;  Lo<ddng  for  a  book  in  our 
college  library,  I  took  down,  by  mistake,  the  woiIeb  of  Bpis- 
copius ;  which  opening  on  an  account  of  the  synod  of  Dort, 
I  believed  it  might  be  useful  to  read  it  through.  But  what 
a  scene  is  here  disclosed!  What  a  pify  it  is,  that  the  Ae^T 
tffnod  of  Trent  and  that  of  Dort,  did  not  rit  at.the  same 
time,  so  nearly  allied  as  they  were  in  the  ipirii  wherewith 
they  acted,  if  the  latter  did  not  exceed  !** 

By  this  time  many  other  Remonstrant  ministers  were  de- 
prived of  their  offices,  and  became  exiles.  When  these 
banished  clergymen  attempted  to  seek  an  asylum  in  those 
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countries  where  the  Calvinist  or  Reformed  were  the  masters, 
they  were  instantly  and  cruelly  expelled.  If  they  tied 
to  Catholic  ooimtriesy  where  the  Dutch  States  had  any  in* 
flnence,  they  applied  to  the  govemon  to  eject  them,  request- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  that  no  Arminians  should  be  allowed 
to  take  shelter  among  them.  Id  consequence  of  this,  some 
of  the  other  exiles,  of  whom  there  were  about  eighty,  joined 
their  brethren  in  Walwtek.  In  the  month  of  August  several 
of  them  left  this  place  for  Antwerp,  that,  in  conjunction  with 
Uitenbogacrdi  and  (rrc  vinchovius,  they  might  mal<e  arrange- 
ments for  supplying  the  sjnritual  wants  of  their  congrega- 
tiicms,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  late  persecutions^  were 
deprived  of  their  pastors.  A  meeting  was  held  in  Septem- 
ber, when  forty-two  of  llie  iKinished  ministers  were  present. 
Uitenbogaerdt  was  appointed  president,  Episcopius  his  as- 
sistant, and  GrevinchoTius  the  secretary.  They  were  also 
dected  joint  directors  of  their  aiTairs.  Bach  minister  was 
aslced  if  he  still  continued  attached  to  the  doctrines  con- 
tained in  their  five  articles,  when  every  oiu'  answered  in 
the  afBrmative.  They  tlien  entered  into  an  engagement  to 
meet  the  wants  of  their  churches  by  administering  instruc- 
tion, and  dischargmg  other  duties  belonging  to  the  pastoral 
office.  It  was  then  aslced.  Who  is  willing,  in  the  ftuce  of 
perseciuion  and  sutleriii^^  to  return  to  the  United  Provinces 
in  order  to  serve  our  churches?  Uitenbogaerdt,  £pisco- 
pins^  and  GrevinchoYius  instantly  offered  themselves;  but 
it  was  deemed  proper  that  their  offer  should  not  be  accepted, 
as  also  a  similar  proposal  from  Foppius,  Niellius,  and  Cor- 
vinus.  The  above  six  gentlemen,  it  was  thought,  would 
more  essentially  serve  their  cause  by  continuing  at  Antwerp, 
in  order  to  prepare  certain  writings  necessary  to  the  de- 
fmce  of  their  doctrines,  which  might  assist  those  who 
were  about  to  depart  for  Holland.  These,  with  their  t  jecLcd 
brethren  in  the  Provincefl,  and  others  who  were  baimhed,, 
made  a  total  of  nearly  two  hundred. 


We  »ball  subsequently  advert  to  the  sufferings  and  im- 
pHsonment  of  many  of  tbeM  noUoHniBded  mea,  who,  m 
spite  of  all  the  rigorous  and  erael  penecDtioM  whkli  Calm* 
ktie  bigotry  could  lofliot,  boldly  conmuDioatod  iBstrnetUHi 
to  their  flocks.  At  this  meeting  it  w  as  irsnlved,  that  if  any 
of  their  brother  ministers  should  be  gsjA  into  prison,  hia 
wife  and  children  should  have  the  same  portioii  allotted  to 
ihem  out  of  the  cooiflioii  stock,  as  was  allowed  to  lam 
while  cut^aged  in  the  public  ministry'.  They  also  drew  up 
the  following  declaration,  promising  to  abide  by  iu  direc- 
tions. Forasmuch  as  the  doctrine  of  truth,  for  which  we 
all  of  OS  suflbr  in  commoni  is  a  doctrine  aococding  to  gad- 
Hnessy  we  agree  that  ereiy  one  of  ns  shall  do  his  ulsMMt  to 
attain  the  enjoyment  of  true  piety  and  holine&b,  and  avoid 
whatever  may  tend  to  give  offence,  or  occasion  scandaL 
That  each  of  us  will  strive  against  all  anger^  violenoe,  bitter- 
ness and  unbecoming  ezpiessionsi  all  improper  condnel 
and  behaviour;  all  excess  in  eating  and  drinking ;  and  try  to 
proiuuLe  similar  conduct  in  othciii  over  whom  we  may  liave 
any  influence.  And  wherever  we  discover  e  violatiua  of 
the  rules  of  piety,  he  who  is  acquainted  with  such  a  laet, 
sbaE  first)  in  priTate,  admonish  the  oieoding  party  in  • 
IHendly,  but  very  serious  manner ;  nevertheless,  if  this  be 
found  insufl^cient,  and  the  offender  wUl  not  regard  such 
admonition,  he  shall  then  be  brought  before  the  brotho^ 
hood,  in  order  that  he  my  be  oonvieted  of  the  wicngi 
and,  if  he  still  refiise  to  hesf  admonition,  he  then  be 
counted  unworthy  of  our  society."  These  and  several  other 
regiildiiuus,  which  bespeak  the  piety  of  these  persecuted 
p^tors,  and  their  unflinching  determinatimi  to  serve  their 
ohurehes,  in  the  prospect  of  suibriBg,  pttvat90%  penecib* 
tion,  and  perpetual  imprisonment,  bring  them  before  us,  aa 
men  possessing  the  most  lofty  and  unbending  principles  of 
piety,  accompanied  with  the  spirit  and  courage  of  the 
martyr* 


After  llie  departure  of  these  devoted  md  zealous  mlniatdrs 
appointed  to  joia  their  brethreu  in  the  Netherlands,  wbo^ 
IhuI  Boi  hma  enpolM  or  inqymoBed,  m  who  wm 
kft  bohind  as  cUfeetoiVy  ocoafiled  ib^nui^lFM  in  preparing 
for  publication  such  writings,  were  deemed  necessary 
for  the  ?  indication  and  furthi^raoce  of  their  ci^us^  Theif 
Unk  pabUcatkMi  was  tlio  Acta  e$  tScripim  SffiwMia  fym^m 
Mnrntuum^  so  oftos  vafened  to  in  tbaad  ]NI8m^  Tha  pfeiaoa 
to  this  volwBe,  says  Mr.  NiohoU,  is  a  ranarkably  oiever  pef« 
formanco,  and  every  w  :iy  worthy  of  the  holy  cause  which 
£piscopLus  auci  his  coileaguaa  deieiided.  This  work  which 
ambiaoes  a  seply  to  avarjr  aifoment  that  hs4t  up  to  that 
paiiody  baen  employad  against  their  priocipleiy  is  axoeed* 
iDgly  valuable,  and  even  their  enemies  admitted,  in  allunon 
to  the  arlkU  8  U  couUuitd,  that  they  had  defended  them^ 
selves  with  greater  ability  than  at  the  Hague  conference. 
The  Oalrinist  olergy  manifested  great  opposition  to  its  pnb* 
UeatieB,  and  the  magutrataa  were  incited  to  send  partienlar 

orders  to  c\'ery  Dutch  bookseller  wlia  was  cxj^'clcd  to  at- 
tend the  Frankfort  fair  of  1620,  not  to  import  any  copies  of 
it  They  had  jost  season  to  dread  ita  eireulationy  for  snob 
an  emposd  of  their  horrid  statementSy  and  such  a  nanlly  re> 
ibtalion  of  their  harsh  doetrines,  had  never  befoie  appearedt 
Shortly  aiter  the  ])iiblication  of  lliis  work,  it  was  deemed 
proper  that  a  Confession  of  Faith  should  be  drawn  up,  bearing 
the  foUowhdg  UUe :  Com/fmot  twe  BidaraHa  SmieHtuB 

imper  pr<Bcipuis  articulis  Reliffionis  Chruttian<B,  Some  time, 
however,  elapsed  before  this  work  was  accomplished.  This 
arose  out  of  the  sensitiveness  of  several  of  the  mimsters  on 
the  subject  of  confessions  and  canons,  serag  that  they  were 
snAring  severely  fVon  the  rigid  and  dogmatical  manner  in 
which  a  similar  instrument  had  V)een  previously  used  by  the 
Cootra-Remonstrants  against  thein.  And  as  pien  smarting 
under  the  eieets  of  sneh  neasnres^  it  was  veiy  natural  te 
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somn  of  ihem  to  say,  "  that  confessions,  tbotigh  generally 
composed  with  the  purest  intentions^  and  without  any  da* 
ngn  of  their  being  made  the  oocaaion  of  persecatkm  on 
tBe  part  of  the  oompoMn,  had,  noTerthelesay  in  moat  in- 
stances, after  a  lapse  of  Lime,  been  made  lusLrumcnlal  in 
such  a  result**    But  to  this  it  was  replied,  that  means 
might  be  adopted  to  prevent  it»  while  it  was  ezpedieiit 
to  produce  a  confesdon  in  the  wwj  of  aelf>defence^  aince 
the  Contra-Remonstrant  minietera  were  endeavoiiring  to 
make  ihem  bated  by  their  own  churches  aiid  people,  by 
spreading  reports  that  they  dare  not  make  a  public  declara- 
tion of  their  aentunenta ;  for  in  so  doing  th^  would  have  to 
pnbliah  the  most  rerolttng  eifora.   It  waa  therefore  resolved, 
in  uvder  to  iciutL'  siiuh  charges,  that  a  confesbiuu  bbuuld  be 
composed  and  publi^ed ;  but  to  prevent  its  becoming  an 
occaaion  of  persecution  at  anj  fiiture  period,  a  pvdace 
alionld  accompany  it,  in  which  the  right  nae  and  end  of 
such  confessions  should  be  stated,  their  authority  described, 
the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  be  received,  aud,  in 
their  case,  to  be  considered  only  as  declarative  of  the 
opiniona  of  thoae  who  publiahed  and  adopted  it  And  that 
ita  doctrines  should  always  be  considered  as  aniiject  to  ex- 
amination by  the  word  of  God,  and  binding  upon  no  per- 
son, any  further  than  he  judged  it  to  be  in  accordance 
with  the  aame* 

In  this  pre^e  it  is  expressly  stated,  ^  that  the  Remon- 
strants wish  that  this  declaration  of  their  sentiments  should 
never  be  examined,  until  this  preface  has  been  read."  The 
peraona  chosen  by  the  brethren  to  draw  it  up  were  Uilen- 
bogaerdt,  Epiacopiua,  Ghrerinchoyiua,  and  NielliuB^  but  aince 
a  work  of  this  kind,  says  Limborch,  must  chiefly  dcFolre 
upon  one  person,  Episcopius  \^  as  requested  by  the  other 
three  to  undertake  it,  who  immediately  engaged  in  the  task 
aaaigned  him,  and  drew  up  a  conleaaion,  and  preaented  it  to 
the  other  three  ministers.  Theie  gentlemen,  after  fiequentJy 
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and  carefbUy  reading  and  exanuning  it,  were  pedbelly  aatia* 
fied  witli  it  They  then  sent  for  seven  ministers  to  Ant- 
werp, to  whom  they  submitted  it  for  examination,  and  subse- 
quently for  twenty-seven  others,  for  a  similar  purpose.  They 
afterwards  forwarded  it  to  aereral  of  their  brethren  in  Hol- 
landy  SBid  especially  to  those  who  were  confined  in  common 
jails  and  other  prisons,  as  likewise  to  Hoogeibeets,  formeiiy 
Pensionary  of  Leyden,  who  was  imprisoned  in  the  I.onves- 
tein ;  ail  of  whom  declared  their  approval  of  it.  Only  two 
ministers  olgected  to  it,  and  that  on  the  ground  of  their 
being  altogether  opposed  to  the  publication  of  a  confession, 
ttssertiiig  that  it  was  an  iniHngement  upon  Christian  liberty; 
but  as  they  had  left  the  Remoiistiaut.s,  or  had  refused  to 
act  with  them,  their  opinion  was  deemed  of  no  authority : 
and,  therefore,  it  was  resolTed  that  the  Confession  should 
be  instantly  published.  Grodns,  after  he  had  escaped  from 
prison*  to  Antwerp,  hastily  read  it,  and  on  his  arriyal  at 

•  The  escape  of  Grotius  by  a  stratagem  of  his  wife,  who  sent  him  out  of 
prison  looVtd  up  in  a,  chest,  which  was  accustomed  to  hp  filled  with  books, 
is  tot:>  well  known  to  be  repeated  here,  and  is  only  ujcalioned  with  the 
design  of  8ho^v)n[^,  that  in  more  instances  than  the  above,  the  good  ladies 
of  the  imprisoDed  Kemonstnuits  became  the  meuia  of  the  escape  of  their 
bu"s  bands. 

Sapma,  a  minister,  had  arranged  it  with  his  wife  that  she  sliould  come 
into  the  priiMJii  about  lour  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  with  her  face  wrapited 
up,  ai  if  she  had  the  twth-ache.  When  it  grew  dark,  he  then  put  on  her 
clothes,  bound  up  his  fu  l,  and  put  her  wedding-ring  un  that  hand  with 
which  he  intended  lo  liold  up  a  hnndkerehicf  to  his  lac  i ,  and  having  put 
on  his  wife's  veil,  rallied  forth,  dread  full  v  .ilaimul  hst  the  keeper's  wife,  a 
conning  old  woman,  should  detici  the  bad  fit  of  bib  dress,  The  old  dame 
addressed  some  comforting  words  tn  tlie  supposed  sufferer,  when  Sapnia's 
wife's  sister,  who  was  with  him,  nuidi  siL,'ns  that  he  was  not  capable  of 
gptakiug  through  pain,  and  in  this  way  he  esc;i]>ed.  **  Never,"  said  he,  '*  can 
I  describe  the  confusion  of  transport  I  felt  when  i  heard  the  pristni  door  shnt 
after  mej"  and  bursting  into  thanksgivings,  he  praised  God  for  his  delirer- 
ance.  He  nevertheless  declared,  that  in  leaving  his  good  wife  behind,  he 
•till  remained  above  half  in  prison. 

Another  made  his  escape  by  seizing  tiic  ktja  of  the  pri^uu,  while  th* 
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Farifii,  9ent  for  a  copy  of  it,  that  he  inight  exawiae  it  mora 
cmfoUyi  nftor  wbich  d«dared  to  tli9  diifctors,  tb«t  the 
mofo  bo  v»ad  it.  tb«  bttt^r  liked  iW**  tf^d  lie  eapecWlf 
wrote  to  Epiicopius,  afler  Uio  Latia  edition  WM  fmblisbed, 

saying,  "  I  hope  the  Confession  \vill  do  us  sen'ice  with 
reiMOOablc  people ;  indeed,  I  ^nd  alre^^dy  maoy  p^r^Qoa  whQ 

efpecitUy  well  aetUfifid  with  it,  fon  vbieli  mao^  I  wieh 
you  to  96iid  me  terml  eepie«»  t)i«t  I  im^  dietnlmle  Uim 

to  such  Afi  I  think  worthy  of  theiu.**   In  France,  England, 
Denmark,  and  Germany,  it  waii  bought  with  avidity; 
ia  the  space  gf  one  month,  twq  thousand  eight  hundrad 
copiei  of  it  WW  soldi  the  pnifite  of  which  aponnled  le  one 
thoiUHUid  teren  hundred  gUderp,  e   Independently  of  this 
temv^       m^ng  known  iiie  seniim^uu  of  the  li^moQ- 

isngklw  «f  the  ]ce«p«r,  who  had  kid  fhoni  dmrn,  wm  eoeiqM  ia  ««?«■. 
IVVtUi  Uviiff^  andMcdtlMaibftdiiA  UirnlL  B«  thm  praesaM 
Hw  oQter  gate,  and  mado  bit  ateapa.  Tha  Dvtdi  mugiatvalia  wen  daaply 
WovtiM  at  the  niiiilftwi  thus  epcajUng  tiiroagb  tbe  ivta  af  tM  fvd 
^ftM,  iHidwovU  Mil  ban  piiiiliMl]ia|«ltBr  ^detaivlwr  tbavi  la  ^ 
p]«aa  of  their  bvabapdai  but  ibama  prtvfiit^  tbaw  inm  doiqg  ii 

»  In  tha  jaar  foQowiog,  Oio^iii*«(mti|biited  to  Iho  ftmdaoC  tba  Itmaon^ 
«li«i|t  deigjr,  by  giTUw  than  tba  pioQti  of  bis  Apohgy,  wbidi  «iMeBla4  la 
i?a  bondrad  t^dcn.  Tbia  woik  **  ia  ona  of  tba  aiaat  aloqMt  fvd  we 
inywaiftble  pfodiictlflea  of  its  kind.**  It  la  dl? IM  lata  twia^  fiNfitaff^ 
fBdcoataioaaviiidicetioii  of  bioiaoU;  bit  biV»tber  iHgMr|l9%  fodtbell^h 
wonatianti  In  fenanl,  ivitb  a  laflitf^bm  ef  tb«  anliiianifli  niaad  tfim^ 
tbWt  mid  ftofu  tbeli^wtiea  of  tbo  pfDoa94i»ga  Inal|tnta4  w4QSt  bliMalC 
•ad  Bsnwf ddt  Wbm  (teat  ia«4  b7  M»ii?^<W  it  WilaM 
binip  Md  imdonbMly  «aiititbiit*d  t^pvadnof  tbt|  m^iita)  angvid^iibiali 
opamtad  to  lni>V  *'aiiPbQtt9  vid  indaflitigiblff  ami  into  p  faaUei 
tapgnlahiiiy  atatOt"  wbicb  i^aadUy  taiwinattd  la  daatb.  Tbl«  wvrb  «o#-. 
f«iiia  Ibe  foI)oivim  testiaaony  In  foYoof  of  tba  /kniMian  miiiiatfia:  "  Tba( 
ba  bad  baaa  laiy  wall  acqoalntad  irith  leTaiiil  of  tbf  RaiaoMlii|nt  daigy, 
wboi  oa  wall  aa  b%  wara  Hiioed  to  ^a|t  tbair  wwfkUf^  tba  tuba  of  tbaif 
frligio«,  or  e)a«  to  piactiaa  It  in  paM  i^iifacyt  at  tb«  pntt  af  ]mpetw4 
Impiiaouaent,  aad  tbst  be  bad  fSnand  tb«pi  to  ba  wa  of  inatr  niid  laarning, 
and  weU-alfeetad  to  their  gOTamofa."   9mi^  9feViVai  4h 
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•tn&tfly  and  contiadieting  th*  slanders  of  their  en^nioiy 
who  eh«rg«d  Umid  wiUi  OBlirtaui&iig  tb«  IbnlMt  benuea  | 
the  |noc««df  w«re  mJtnmiily  aoceptablo  to  neii  who  b«d 

nothing  to  depend  upon  but  the  benefactions  of  tlieir  8uf- 
fering  people,  who  ia  oontributing  to  their  support,  did  il 
under  liabilitie*  to  haavy  iliiaB  and  impriaoamant 
The  daaign  of  Ilia  Ramooatnoito  la  pnblialuaff  tiib  wavli 

was  known  some  time  before  its  appearance,  and  it  was 
anxiously  looked  for  by  two  clashes  pf  per8oqB,-<^those  who 
aidviaad  aod  adopted  paiaaeotimi  against  than,  and  othaia 
who  witnasaed  and  aynpathisad  with  them  under  it  The 
former  had  to  make  out  a  case  in  jostifieatlon  of  their  oen* 
duct,  and  for  this  purpose  publicly  and  daily  asserted  that 
they  were  foul  heretics.  When  the  Confesi^ion  appeared* 
the  rage  of  many  of  these  peiaons  hnewao  bounds;  fiW| 
instead  of  ita  bmng  what  they  had  hoped,  full  of  herestaa 
and  blasphemies,  they  were  forced  to  admit  that it  contained 
sound  and  orthodox  doctrines  on  the  snbjeci  of  the  Trinity,* 
and  eren  t)ie  Cal?inastic  pfofeisofa  of  Jtieydan,  who  wroto 
against  it,  declared  that,  *^  with  raapeet  to  the  Divinity  ef  the 
Sou  and  Holy  Spirit,  the  sentiments  it  contained  perfectly 
agreed  with  the  analogy  of  faith  f  while  others  who  had 
wiekedly  and  unjustly,  beeanse  without  evidence,  cjiaigad 
them  with  leaning  to  the  opinions  of  Soeinos  on  these  im« 
portent  subjects,  were  coTeted  with  shame  and  eonibsion. 

To  the  friends  of  the  Remonstrants  it  was  highly  satis* 
iaetory,  and  they  i^ke  of  it  in  the  strongest  terms  of  ap-^ 
pvof  aL  In  Tarious  parte  of  Europe  testuoumies  in  fiivour  of 
it  were  pubBshed  by  the  moet  eminent  divines  and  proles* 
sors,  especially  those  of  the  Lutheran  church.  All  this 
was  deeply  mortifying  to  the  high  Calvinistic  party  in  H<^ 
land,  many  of  whom,  though  they  could  not  denouupe  it  as 
heretical,  yet,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Leyden  professors,  they 
attempted  to  destroy  its  effects  in  favour  of  liie  Remon- 
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before  of  Episcopius,  that,    though  the  public  declaxationa 
<tf  the  RemoMtanta  were  ortliodos^  yet  the  thou^bls  thej 
eptertaitied  were  ditectlj  the  opfxwite.'*  It  was  this  inl- 
qtutoiu  proceediog  that  gare  severity  to  Episcopius*  pen, 
when  attacking  the  conduct  of  such  men,  who  dared  lo 
usurp  the  place  of  the  Divinity,  in  profes&ing  to  understaiid 
the  imdeclaied  thoaghta  of  indinduals^  and  pronouiice  them 
aa  being  heretical.    Li  allusion  to  the  conduct  of  these 
genlleaicn,  lia}  le  archly  says,  *'  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
they  should  charge  the  KemonstraDis  with  being  guilty  of 
gross  errors ;  and  because  the  world  began  to  say  that  the 
five  liuiious  points  were  not  snfficient  reason  for  persecntuig 

this  people,  they  mmi  therefore  assert,  that  when  lliey 
leund  nothing  in  the  Confession  that  could  be  branded  as 
grossly  heretical,  they  should  declare^  that  thou^  they 
used  the  language  of  orthodoxy,  yet  they  concealed  the 
poison  of  heresy  in  their  hearts."  On  the  iniquity  of  these 
proceedings  we  need  offer  no  corament^  only  would  add,  that 
on  such  mijustifiable  grounds  th^  did  not  scruple  to  per- 
secute the  Bemonstrants  as  heretics. 

There  is  one  circumstance  in  the  conduct  of  these  Arw 
niinian  clergymen  relative  to  this  Confession,  which  we  must 
notice,  because  it  has  been  adverted  to  in  the  way  of  dis- 
approral  by  some  persons  who  had  no  quarrel  with  them  on 
the  points  of  doctrine  it  contains ;  that  is,  the  fact  of  its 
not  being  made  binding  upon  the  members  of  their  com- 
munity by  oaths  and  subscriptions.  Hence  the  following 
declaration,  certainly  designed  to  be  understood  as  a  ceu" 
sure.  **  No  person,  not  even  a  pastor,  was  obliged  by  any 
form  to  adhere  strictly  to  it,  but  every  one  was  lell  entirely 
at  liberty  to  interpret  its  language  in  the  manner  that  wai 
moat  agreeable  to  his  priTSte  sentiments."  *  We  hare  already 

•  It  has  been  ag^n  and  again  stated  in  tb*  form  of  a  chai^  against  the 
AQtlMm  of  this  Confession,  "  that  it  is  exprcMd  ebieflj  in  the  trords  and 
^niM  itt  Scfiptofe,**  and  wMemd,  that  ^  vnrj  om  frwaf  cmust  kft  at 
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said  that  we  are  not  surprised  that  these  men  saffBring  under 
the  violent  attempts  of  the  Calvinists  to  make  them  snh* 
scribe  ar^eles  at  which  their  consciences  revolted,  should 

hesitate  under  such  circumstances  to  adopt  measures,  which 
might  subsequently  render  others  liable  to  sufierings  which 
they  ihemselrea  were  then  enduring.  And  it  should  be  un- 
derstood, that  between  the  act  of  sobscribfaig  or  swearing, 
and  that  of  gilding  in  either  a  written  or  vivd  voce  approval 
of  the  Confession,  which  was  done  by  all  these  ministers, 
there  was  no  middle  path.  And  when  the  reader  is  remind- 
ed that  these  men,  in  openly  declaring  thm  approval  o£ 
sentiments,  for  the  maintenance  of  which  they  had  previously 
suffered  the  loss  of  oflice  in  the  national  church,  were 
mai^  of  them,  at  the  time  they  made  it,  in  dungeons  and 
priaons»  or  wandering  from  place  to  place  under  the  oov er 
of  dafkness,  to  communicate  s^ritnal  tnstruetiott  to  their 
flocks,  in  doing  which  ihey  were  constantly  liable  to  be 
taken,  and  made  subject  to  perpetual  imprisonment;  we 
ask  hiiiiy  can  their  sincerity  be  doubted,  or  was  it  neceaaaiy 
to  test  it,  while  these  heroic  and  faithful  pastors  were  thus 
labouring  to  inculcate  the  doctrines  this  Confession  contained, 
amidst  perils,  poverty,  and  persecution  ?  And  peremptorily 
to  have  insisted  upon  an  oath,  to  prove  the  reality  of  their 
attachment  to  it  under  such  circnmstaaoes,  would,  we  think, 
have  been  little  less  than  an  insult  and  a  mockeiy  of  their  suf- 

libtitj  to  annex  his  own  meaning  to  them."f  How  fitr  this  is  correct  the 
mdar  will  jadge  for  himseU;  if  be  will  examine  our  translation  of  it  append- 
ed to  Umm  memoirs,  in  whkh  evMj  woid  sad  phnte  of  Seriptnre  oontained 
tlMPeiii  it  narked  in  italics.  But  suppose  the  statement  to  be  true«  still  we 
diould  concur  with  the  Bev.  Tobias  Conyers,  who  in  ISft?  said,  "  tliat 
orthodoxy  would  be  better  proved  by  a  aubscription  to  a  known  eonfession 
of  Mlh,  drawn  up  in  Scripture  terms  and  phrases,  according  to  which 
tke  pnaaheviof  the  Gospel  might  and  oq|^  to  frame  their  jadgmenla  and 
doetrinaa,  than  by  the  ntolfea  ef  tone  psftioolar  nen."  See  AiicM*  Jr- 

4  Sea  Edinburgb  Cfdop«iia»  M  faMii  by  WslM  iahia  BiUkdsAiTMegiealMka* 
«yi  Artki^t  inaiaiaatii  • 
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ftringt.  And  yet  the  fillet  of  their  not  impodng  sabsentitioiM 
on  oaoh  oAtr  as  llie  Mt  of  fiikbty  in  their  daelmltioii^ 
luM  beefi,  to  My  the  leeet  of  it,  angnatdedly  ettribated  ta 

ioraethin^  like  laxity  of  principle  ami  feeling  in  them,  oil 
the  high  aud  orlhodojt  fitatoments  contained  in  their  Coo* 
tmnxm.  This  implied  oemntfe  is  attempted  to  be  TindiceAed 
OB  Ifae  enegtd  gKOand  that  eome  of  the  Mieceeding  paaliotfi 
did  not  evince  the  same  regard  for  orthodox  principles, 
as  did  the  original  framers  and  approvers  of  it;  while  aa 
intimation  is  also  given>  that  this  would  have  been  pseireiit* 
od,  if  admission  into  tfadr  oommamon  had  been  gttaidod  bj 
oaths  and  snbscription  to  the  Confession.  * 

The  utility  of  a  confession  as  documentary  evidence  of  a 
ofanrch  being  the  depository  of  orthodox  sentiiaentB,  we  of 
eolifee  AiUy  admit;  but  thai  the  posseaaion  of  snch  an  » 
•tnunent  is  abtoliitely  neeeesary  to  secave  Ae  orthodoxy 
of  any  religious  communttv,  or  tliat  subscriptions  to  it  in- 
variably serve  as  a  safe-gtiard  against  the  admission  of 
heterodox  ministefs  into  its  bosom,  is  proved  not  to  be  th^ 
ease  by  the  mudiepnted  testimony  of  iusta.  If  wo  lodh  to  the 

•  The  extended  cireaUtioo  of  ihb  CoafeHion  ii  adverted  to^  erea  at  ths 
preitnt  day,  by  the  Remoactnats  In  llolliad  with  gtett  pkasare,  ivlille  thefe 
snMkSMat  t0  tlM  iflbtiaMis  it  ooaiSUiB,siid  tlM  intenet  that  la  flit  by  adM* 
or  thatti  la  tlw  antlrifaHaa  af  a  wider  afcaad  of  the  doetrinia  It  enbodtei^ 
OMj  be  aeoB  ftom  the  following  dfoiaiataaee.  The  writer  wiahing  to  ooUala 
his  traadatioB  ol  it  Amm  the  Latia  edition  with  the  one  pablhlitd  la  DaKh, 
was  enabled  to  obtain  a  eofif  of  It  in  the  latief  Isagaaga  ftom  aa  AnniBiaa 
deigyniaa,  thmogh  the  aiedinai  of  Thseias  Walkor>  Biq.  ef  fliwKiwua 
Tees,onlj  on  the  following  conSitlon,  fkata  copy  of  the  Ea«llih  trtniktiea 
when  pabttbed,  ahoold  be  ftirttaidcd  toUai  In  BoUand.  Thianyilihv»hi 
gifing  n|i  the  only  co|^y  of  this  wotfc  that  he  had  la  hb  ttfamiyy  sent  with  k 
a  beantfftillyiWiitten  note,  expnsUva  of  his  iatii(ketiB&  at  the  extendveiik 
the  wofhhad  had,  wMi  a  high  enoofldam  vpoa  the  aeatlMeats  H  wilataiJ, 
sad  hit  pleasaie  at  the  pfoqieet  of  iti  appearing  la  saBagilsh  dma  Wo 
have  thoaght  It  right  to  make  this  statement,  to  ihow  the  estlaarttsa  hi 
wMeh  it  ii  hdd  by  a  ioceeiiot  of  thosainislilafi  wha  origiasUy  diow  it  vp 
or  approved  of  It,  * 
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Protestant  churches  of  the  Continent,  the^r  liad  their  confes«^ 
iioodft  and  giibieiriplioiiB,  yet  the  hiitoiy  <tf  ihM  of  Genetic 
ttaiee,  Germaoy,  fto«}  dofing  the  la»l  century,  ehowe  ibe 

strange  anomaly  of  such  churches  having  a  written  orthodox 
creed,  while  their  ministers,  subscribing  such  an  instru- 

menty  were  pubHelj  avowing  end  j^readiing  dootriaes,  aot 
merdy  betetodoKy  but  eeareely  one  remore  ttom  eem^failU 
delity.  Such  e  etala  of  things  om  be  aeeonnted  for  on  the 

avowed  conduct  of  a  celebrated  English  divine,  who,thou|^h 
heterodox  in  sentiment,  signed  the  orthodox  articles  of  hit 
ehureh,  not  as  artiolee  of  faith,  but  as  avtielee  of  peaoe  and 
unity.    And  thus  tt  is        that  whatever  valne  oonfeBiiena 

and  subscriptions  may  have,  yet  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be 
awfully  injurious,  in  being  made  instrumental  in  fostering 
decepdon  and  fraud  in  matters  where  such  Tices  asenm 
the  darkest  fotms»  or  being  regarded  only  ae  the  laeaae  of 

keeping  up  the  semblance  and  rites  of  Christianity,  and 
binding  the  members  of  a  chnrch  under  one  form  of  eC" 
desiastical  government,  while  those  principles  instinct  with 
holy  life,  generating  fkith,  piety,  and  devotedness  to  Qoc^ 
which  form  the  great  bond  of  spiritual  union  amongst  saints, 
are  lost  sight  of  by  those  who  become  the  nomiual  members 
of  a  church,  by  merely  assenting  to  the  documentary  tes- 
timony of  truth,  as  found  in  its  acknowledged  confession. 
In  proof  that  the  principles  of  orthodoxy  may  be  msintaln- 

ed  uiiimpaired.  in  a  religious  community,  witlioul  a  written 
declaration  of  faith,  take  the  case  of  the  Wesley  an  body,  a 
which  from  Ita  numbers,  unity,  and  the  spread  of  its  doo> 
trines  into  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe^  must  be  denomi- 
nated a  church,  and  which  has  existed  nearly  one  hundred 
yesiSy  retaining  the  orthodoxy  of  its  venerable  founder, 

•  It  la  tme  the  Wcslcyan  ministers  are  examined  on  the  points  of  ortho- 
doxy, both  before  and  after  their  admission  into  the  office  of  the  miniatiji 
BflffrOMlM^  this  is  not  doM     siticki  in  Uie  Sum  of  Z«ft*  Scriftm, 


without  any  such  coofession.  ♦  That  churches  are  awfully 
liable  to  deteriorate  and  depart  from  those  orthodox 
pffinciples  with  which  they  were  primilively  diadngutshed, 
we  admit;  hot  a  legard  to  something  more  than  written 
confesaiona,  oaths,  and  sabscriptions,  is  necessary  to  keep 
them  pure.  There  must  be  anxiety  for  the  maintenance  of 
those  vital  principles  of  anion,  which,  though  quite  ilhiding 
leaearcb,  if  anbmitted  to  analyaisi  yet  fonning  those  moral 
ligaments  which  mute  the  spiritual  body  of  Christ,  enable 
the  subjects  of  them  to  recognise  tacli  other,  "  just  as  the 
Urnn^  recognise  the  living;  while  no  artificial  process  can 
arail  to  enable  the  dead  to  exercise  such  a  dbcriminative 
office.**  Let  but  a  commnnity,**  says  a  modem  writer,  with 
whose  sentiments  we  concnr,  whether  more  or  less  extend- 
ed in  its  sphere,  be  pure  in  manners ;  kt  the  Scriptures  be 
universally  and  devoutedly  read  by  its  private  members,  and 
honestly  expomded  by  its  teachers ;  and  in  this  case  it  wiU 
be  Tory  little  annoyed  by  the  intrusion  of  heretical  or  licen- 
tioos  candidates.  A  church  of  this  order  offers  nothing 
which  suchpersoDs  are  ambitious  to  possess;  they  will  stand 
aloof;  tests  will  be  superseded,  and  the  rod  of  discipline 
bffooght  out  only  on  the  rarest  occasions.*' 

*  A  conMorjof  difinei  mi^ht  ^ad  •  eeatuiy  in  digettiog^  in^  a  pio- 
feMion  of  ftiHi,  and  then  m  code  of  aondt  and  a  rale  of  diieipliBo»  nwh  ao 
fbould  ttuid  as  a  nnlveml  law  of  cborch  eobiiDvnioa.  In  tlia  mean  fbnt  s 
Chiiatiaaaode^fkangbtwitli  tbe?ltal  principle  of  piety,  and  fidthfai  «» 
Itaalf,  and  to  ita  tmat,  flir  ftom  awiitiaf  Impatkntlj  tfao  leanh  of  Ibo  oott- 
Hweace,  miglitratbcrhaii  demur  after  demur,  and  ierveati j  liope  that  the 
iittiogt  of  this  Sanhedrim  of  Christendom  might  he  piotiaetod  to  the  coo- 
aommation  of  all  things.  Nothing  that  is  tralj  important  need  he  foregone 
vntii  Ute  creed  and  code  should  be  hmnght  to  perfeetioa aodiing  that  wo 
aeed  sigb  IbrwonU  be  coofencd  npoa  as  1^  tfao  boon  when  alleaglii it 
should  be  gianted-"  Fmatkitm, 
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Ws  than  now  IbOow  those  ministers  who  xetnmed  into 
the  Netheilands,  and  very  briefly  noUce  the  system  of  per- 
secntion  that  was  adopted  against  them,  their  brethren,  and 
their  flocks,  by  the  Contra- Remonstrant  clergy  and  magis- 
trates. The  reader  should  anderstand,  that  immediately 
after  the  departure  of  the  foreign  divines  from  Dort,  the 
provincial  members  of  the  synod  proceeded,  with  closed 
doors,  to  prepare  those  measures,  which  should  carry  out 
their  designs  of  ejecting  the  Arminian  ministers  from 
their  ehnrches  thronghont  the  whole  of  the  Netherlands, 
and  devise  plans  for  the  gnidanee  of  the  magistrates  who 
were  to  act  as  their  iiistrLiments  in  effecting  their  purposes. 
As  is  customary,  according  to  Baxter,  in  presbyterian 
governments^  the  ministers  of  the  Dutch  church  claimed  a 
kind  of  secular  power,  not  using  it  themselves,  but  binding 
the  civil  authorities  to  imprison  men,  or  confiscate  their 
property,  when  ihey  had  excommunicated  them; ^  and  in  this 
way  strove  to  rid  themselves  of  the  responsibility  and  guilt 
of  the  pmiiahment  thus  inflicted  upon  persons  whom  they 
had  denounced  as  heretics.  Hence,  Calvin,  in  denying 
that  lie  ^vas  the  cause  of  Serrelus'  death,  says,  "  /  only 
advised  our  magistrates,  as  having  a  right  to  restrain  here* 
tics  by  the  sword,  to  seize  upon  and  try  that  arch  heretic ; 
bnt  after  he  was  condemned,  /  said  nai  one  word  about  hu 

♦  See  page  66  of  ibis  work. 
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exeeuiiam.^*  On  racli  conduct  we  shall  offer  no  cmmueat, 
but  judge  it  proper  to  record  the  sentiments  of  a  modem 

writer,  who,  when  speaking  of  snch  a  species  of  ecclesiafl^ 
tical  authority  and  iinesse,  says,  "  And  then  the  abomiuable 
hypocrisj)  of  not  itself  touchiog  the  sword  of  justice,  (alack 
the  cleamiess  of  its  hands !)  but  of  setting  the  civil  power 
at  work  when  blood  is  to  be  shed,  can  never  fiedl  to  render 
its  executions  so  much  the  more  cruel  and  srvere.  To  be 
tried  and  condemned  by  one  authority,  and  punishe  1  l^y 
another,  is  a  hard  fate,  and  can  differ  very  little  from  that  of 
becommg  the  victim  of  blind  Ibiy.*  How  truly  the  latter 
part  of  this  statement  is  borne  ont  by  what  the  RenKmstrant 
clergy  and  their  people  suffered,  the  details  we  shall  pre- 
sent, though  very  few,  compared  with  what  might  be  given 
out  of  a  vast  mass  of        will  painfiilly  prove. 

In  noticing  some  of  the  deeds  of  ecdesUnticsl  bigotry 
which  were  executed  at  this  period  in  the  Netherlands,  by 
men  who  were  rigidly  attached  to  the  creed  of  Calvin,  and 
too  fearfully  imitated  his  persecating  measores,  we  do  not 
intend  to  intimate,  that  it  is  a  necessary  coneeqiMnoe  of 
persons  receiving  the  doctrines  which  he  advanced,  thai 
they  must  necessarily  imbibe  the  persecuting  spirit  with  which 
he  was  distinguished.  A  better  temper  marks  tho  pn^sent 
age,  and  none  are  more  opposed  to  such  conduct,  than  moat 
of  those  who  assume  the  name  of  thia  cdebnted  doctor. 
But  whilst  the  writer  bears  this  testimony  to  the  moderate 
and  catholic  spirit  of  many  of  those  who  are  now  considered 
the  followers  of  the  Genera  Reformer,  still  it  will  be  no 
departure  in  him  from  the  liberality  of  the  present  age»  to 

•  If  he  said  not  one  v,  ot\\  ;il!out  lii'^  (  xcmtion,  after  he  'was  condemned,  be 
had  Said  enough  before,  to  show  what  he  could,  and  what  he  TMiuid  do  to 
procure  it.  "  For  he  wrote  to  Farcl,  (and  bis  own  liandwriting  is  still  ex- 
tant in  PariK,)  sayintr,  f/ia/,  if  hi,s  authoniu  ims  <,f  any  aiaU^  he  would  /ut- 
veni  Servetu*  Jrvm  rrturmnif  alkm.  And  he  kept  bit  WOrd.**  Ni€hoW 
ArmiHianitm  and  Calvinism  comp^rtd,  part  i.  p.  271. 
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Xttlaie  acU  of  illiberality  by  persons,  in  the  Dutch  Pro« 
Tiaceiy  wbo  wm  designated  by  Calfin'i  name  at  Ibe  period 
of  whioh  he  it  writing.    Nerer  did  any  portion  of  the 

Protestant  Churoh,  since  the  time  that  the  cruel  and  tyraQ-* 
nical  power  of  popery  was  disavowed,  imbibe  so  much  of 
the  ruthless  and  bigoted  spirit  of  persecution,  as  did  the 
Dnteh  Cal?iniatie  di?infls  againet  tbair  biothec  nuQiaters  and 
Mlov  Gbriatiaaa,  who  bad  adopted  the  dootrinea  of  An 
minius.  In  support  of  this  statement,  we  beg  leave  tu  pre- 
eent  the  reader  with  the  following  extract  from  a  publica* 
lion  iaanod  after  the  oloaing  of  the  synod  of  Dort,  by  the 
tliodogical  fiicttUy  of  Wnrtombefg  in  SoKony,  vnder  the 
title  of  A  Faithful  Warning  to  all  ike  iMiHmn  Ckrisn 
tians  in  BohemiUj  AfoiaLiUy  iSiicnia,  and  other  couutnes ; 
in  which  they  say^  when  speaking  of  the  syuod,  the 
Calnniata  hare  condemned  the  Anniniane  upon  the  article 
of  deetion^  and  in  ao  doing*  haye  condemned  qs^  in  aa 
vneh  as  the  latter  defmided  our  sentiments  on  that  point  ;* 
and  they  have  baiiibhed  their  most  emiuciil  liiiiiibttib  IVum 
their  country  for  ever.  They  would  treat  the  Lutherans, 
if  within  their  powtr»  in  the  same  way,  charging  them  with 
being  Pelagians  and  heretics.  For  with  them  it  ia  a  prin* 
ciple  that  heretics  ought  to  be  rooted  out  by  force,  as  Calvin, 
Beza,  and  several  others  of  their  leaders  have  maiutainedj 
and  thereby  shewn  themselves  to  be  advocates  for  the  exe* 
ootion  of  bloody  daorees»*t  When  we  loiow  that  many 

*  Mckoctlion,  one  of  4I|«  veetonn  of  Micieat  leanUng,  like  Zwing]iiis, 
i^cclod  the  ttom  dogma  of  abaolmte  pmleidD»tioB,  in  which  hebn  been 
followed  by  the  Lnthena  body,  letring  it  to  bocome,  in  alter  ages,  the 
Mnellon  of  the  InUoweia  of  Colvla,  and  itm  man  of  bis  anecoMr 
Baaa.  «ir  J.  jrootfaM't  Bi$tiiry  ^tfEngUnd,  voL  ii.  f,  143. 

f  The  popish  anthoritj  obiaied  by  the  Calvinists  was  indeed  woMt  odiona 
and  warn  aweajonaUe,  baaassa  more  selT-eontfadietory,  than  that  which  the 
aaeiaat  chmoh  inhaiitad  thioafh  a  hmg  line  of  agea:  and  they  now  pon- 
Uiad  with  death  thoea  diiasaiiii  who  hsd  only  IbUowad  tho  owiplea  of 
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of  these  Dutch  divines  made  high-sounding  professioDS  of 
piety  as  the  ministers  of  the  meek  and  holy  founder  of  our 
religiooy  and  yet  associated  with  it  so  much  zancorons  and 
malignant  passion^  one  can  bnt  sigh  orer  the  weakness 
of  human  nature. 

Their  first  measures  went  to  prepare  tlio  \s  ay  for  the  ex- 
pulsiou  of  those  professors  from  their  oiUce  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Leyden,  who  were  in  the  least  sospected  of  leaning 
to  Aiminianism.  And  in  doing  tlua^  th^  canaed  the  ban 
of  their  deprivation  to  fall  upon  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished scholars  of  the  age.  ATnongst  these  were  Gerard 
VossiuSy  regent  of  the  Theological  College,  a  person  pre- 
eminent for  his  leaniingy  discretion^  and  virtnes;  being 
wen  skilled  in  polite  literature,  history,  and  sacred  and  pio- 
fane  antiquities Caspar  Barlajus,  vice-regent  of  the  same 
college,  a  distinguished  scholar  and  poet;  Peter  Bertius, 
professor  of  ethics^  William  Coddseus,  professor  of  Hebrew; 
Gilbert  Jacchnosy  professor  of  philosophy ;  John  Meoraios, 
professor  of  Greek;  Cornelius  Sylvius,  professor  of  juris* 
prudence.  The  ejecting  these  men  from  their  offices,  or 
otherwise  degrading  them,  by  the  Contra- iiemonstrant 
party,  does  not  much  surprise  us;  and  had  they  stopped 
there,  no  yery  great  complaints  had  been  ottered  against 
them.  They  had  long  sighed  for  the  distinction  these  ol^ 
fices  conferred,  and  it  must  have  been  deeply  mortifying 
to  them,  to  have  seen  them  held  by  the  Annioi&ns;  and  now 
that  they  had  got  the  ascendancy,  it  was  natural  for  them  to 
enter  into  the  possession  of  the  good  things  hitherto  prin- 
cipally enjoyed  by  their  opponents.  It  is  only  just  for  us  to 
say,  that  we  think,  that  neillier  Colvinistic  nor  Arminian 
virtue  could  rise  so  high,  as  to  enable  its  subject  to  leave  in 
office  a  defeated  antagonist,  when  accessible  by  the  victor. 

the  moat  renowned  of  protestant  Kformeft,  by  a  nbeUlon  agiiait  Mlbority 
for  the  sake  of  maintaining  the  paramount  lOTerelsii^  of  NSMHL'*  Sir  /. 
MwkMii«th*s  HiHory  ^SmfUrndf  vol.  a  p.  iSS. 
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As  lo  the  diahoBoomble  and  cruel  means  adopted  by  the 
ContiapRemonstrantB  to  gain  the  ascendancy,  that  is  another 

matter.  Festus  Hommius,  who  ha<l  long  wished  for  the 
distinction  attached  to  a  professorship,  and  had  viewed  with 
deep  mortification  the  elevation  of  Episcopiiis  to  that  dig* 
nity,  now  saw  himself  robed  In  a  professoi^s  gown,  a 
reward  bestowed  npon  him  for  all  his  doublo-dealiDg  and 
hostility  to  the  KeoionslraiUs.  * 

The  next  step  was  to  carry  their  designs  of  exclusion 
into  all  the  pfOTincial  classes^  requiring  the  members  to 
subscribe  to  the  canons  of  the  synod  of  Dort;  and  when 
any  refused,  they  were  instantly  deprived  of  their  ministry, 
and  the  civil  authorities  immediatelv  followed  with  a  dc- 
mand  that  the  parties  so  deprired  should  sign  The  Ad  ^ 
CesmUumj  that  is,  that  they  should  not  preach  the  doctrines 
of  Arminiiis,  on  paiu  of  banishment  or  imprisonment.  Our 
limits  will  not  allow  us  to  detail  the  iniquitous  proceedings 
instituted  against  those  who  relused  to  sign  this  docnmenty 
or  detail  the  sufferings  which  they  were  called  to  endure, 
although  we  may  subsequently  advert  to  a  few  of  these  cases. 

•  The  offic«  of  diTinitj'profefsnr  is  this  untvanitf,  is  the  most 
minnt  poft  of  honour  to  which  a  Dntdi  diviiie  can  aspire.  When  lie 
mfptMn  in  pnhUtt  he  wears  a  large  black  silk  gown  bordeied  with  velvet, 
on  which  die  word  "  Leyden*'  ie  worked  in  mlver.  Fettnt,  besides  being 
thus  elevated,  was  farther  honovred  in  being  appointed  tu  be  the  bearer 
of  a  copj  of  the  acta  of  the  sjnod  to  our  James,  who  presented  him,  it  it 
said,  with  a  gold  cap  and  salter.  Heinslas  intrigued  to  be  sent  on  this 
ermnd,  bnt  Festns  manoBuvred  and  snppUnted  liitt.  James,  with  thai  in^ 
consistency  peculiar  to  his  character,  while  he  tbils  rewarded  the  messenger 
of  the  States  for  bearing  these  Calrinistie  decrees,  subsequently  published 
an  order  ptohibiliug  the  clergy,  who  were  under  the  degree  of  a  bishop  or 
dean,  to  preach  on  the  deep  points  of  predestination,  election,  reprobation, 
or  the  irresistibility  ef  Ood's  grace ;  and  then  intcrpo8c<I  with  the  States,  on 
behalf  of  a  traitoroos  monk  of  the  Dominican  order,  who  of  course  advo- 
cated these  doctrines.  It  is  true,  James  did  this  from  political  motives  to 
please  the  Spanish  court,  as  he  had  previously  acted  when  joining  in  the 
eoademnation  of  the  Remonstrants  to  gratify  Maurice  and  his  witpiffM. 
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MeaBum  were  then  adopted,  on  tlie  part  of  the  mftgie- 
trfltes,  to  prevent  the  people  from  aaseaibling  for  the  pur* 

pose  of  celebrating  ])u])lic  worship.  One  proclanKition 
followed  aQolhcr,  each  more  severe  than  the  last,  imposing 
fines  upon  those  who  daied  to  meet  ftit  such  a  purpcM ; 
while  to  harbonr  an  Aiminfan  minister,  or  show  htm  any  ad 
of  kindness,  or  sufler  him  to  peiform  any  religious  duty  in 
a  family,  though  it  were  only  to  pray  with  a  dying  person, 
exposed  the  head  of  it  to  the  heariest  fines;  and  sacb  minis- 
ters to  Imprisonment  ot  binishment  Penont  hnowA  either 
to  collect  or  contribnte  money  to  the  support  of  the  deprived 
or  banished  miaislcrs,  were  visited  with  the  heaviest  pen- 
alties* Large  rewards  were  giTen  to  individuals  who  de- 
tected persons  either  in  alhiwing  pnblio  tenrice  to  be  held 
in  their  honseS)  or  those  who  were  present  at  such  asscm* 
blies,  or  found  in  any  w  ay  by  their  public  conduct  to  sane- 
tioD  the  cause  of  Armiuianism. 

One  circumstance  conneoled  with  tlmse  procendiag^ 
show*  the  esUmate  in  which  the  Cahrinlst  party  held  the 
character  and  moral  principles  of  those  whom  they  so  per* 
secuted.  They  adopted  measures  to  which  we  are  inclined 
to  i>elieye  even  the  inquisition  of  Spain  itself  famished  no 
parallel;  for  even  there  the  ftmiUars  and  judges  bmnght  n 
charge  against  persons  who  were  arraigned  before  the  hd^ 
tribu/ialf  but  in  the  case  of  the  still  holier  tribunals  of  these 
Calvinistic  inquisitonal  courts,  charges  were  not  adranoed 
against  the  persons  arrugned,  but  thej  were  made  to  be  their 
own  accusers ;  and  if  they  refused  to  convict  themselves, 
they  were  heavily  fined,  and,  on  refusal  of  payment,  instantly 
sent  to  prison,  i'he  method  adopted  in  such  ca^s  was  as 
follows.  A  spy  would  select  his  victim  with  the  hope  of 
sharing  the  fine  to  be  imposed ;  give  notice  to  the  magis- 
trates of  the  person  so  raaiked ;  when  the  latter  was  sum- 
moned to  appear  beibre  ihcm,  and  without  any  charge  bung 
alleged  against  him,  and»  consequently,  no  evidenoe  pio- 
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dnced  of  the  infraclioii  of  any  of  their  persecuting  statutes, 
he  was  required  upon  oatk  to  say  whether  he  had  heard 
pceaohiDg  irom  the  Remonstraats,  had  had  a  Beoxmatrant 
ndniater  in  hb  honae^  aabaeribed  any  thing  to  their  rapport, 
or  attempted  to  bring  into  disrepute  the  doctrines  of  the 
Contra- Remonstrants.  Such  cruel  and  unjust  proceedings, 
at  once  prove  the  confidence  tfaeae  iniqnitoua  i^igioniats 
had  in  the  ainceritgr  and  fidelity  of  the  pcinciplea  of  the 
parfy  they  were  persecuting,  and  atamp  their  own  with  the 
fouk'ist  forms  of  injustice,  iniquity,  and  tvranny. 

The  reader  will  at  once  imagine  that  such  a  system  of 
e^piona^  would  indict  distreaa  upon  a  vaat  portion  of  the 
unoflfending  inhabitants  of  the  Dnidi  Frovincea,  while  the 
fug^f^  the  jailor,  and  the  judge,  weie  the  peraona  moat  diatin- 

•  TTie  reward  (.Hered  for  llic  discovery  of  returned  banished  ministers,  in- 
duced tuaiiy  lo  bttume  spies,  which  led  to  tlie  adoption  of  sing uiur  mtiisurcs 
on  tlic  part  of  the  hitter  to  identify  them,  uiid  the  former  to  elude  being 
deteetcd.  A  barber,  un  one  oceasion,  suspecting  that  a  person  who  called 
to  be  shATed  and  have  his  hair  cut,  was  a  minister,  in  order  that  hv.  might 
identify  him,  garc  him  a  slight  mark  on  tlie  cheek  with  his  razor,  while  per* 
forming  the  operation  of  shaving,  and  in  cutting  hi5  hair,  left  a  tuft  upon  his 
bead,  and  then  hastened  to  the  magistrate  to  gi?e  information  of  him,  w  hen 
the  ratpccted  person  wae  immedlatelj  eeised.  Bat  die  barber  bad  got  upon 
a  wrung  scent,  his  enetomer  being  %  amoiH  tetleed  of  stti^eler* 

The  wife  of  Nmanus,  an  Anninlaii  eleigyman,  wrbes  djing ,  petitlflflied 
the  mtgistndce  of  tbe  dtj  to  aUow  ber  burfiuid  to  eoaie  and  vjiit  ber  beftrn 
ber  deetb,  wbicb  wee  lellued.  Tbit  oectiiaved  ipies  lo  be  eomtaatly  found 
ber  bonee^  end  e?en  to  get  up  to  tbe  windowe  to  loeb  into  tlie  dying  wemaa't 
rooot,  suppoeing  tbnt  if  ber  bnsbcnd  beard  of  ber  etate^  bie  albetbn  wonld 
pffompt  bin  at  all  riaks  to  baetca  to  ber  bedeido}  but  be  naa  nnaoqnatnted 
with  ber  condition,  and,  tbeiefore^  they  wem  disappointed. 

Ryckewaer^  one  of  tlie  cited  minieleia,  who  wae  baaitbed,  bsfiag  gel  to 
bear  tliat  bie  wilb  was  dying,  and  tbatber  veqnest  Ibr  bim  to  be  aUowed  to 
visit  ber  was  not  granted,  bastoned  to  see  ber,  tbongb  be  made  bimeelf  liable 
to  pstpetnal  imprisonment  by  fetoning  into  Hidland ;  and  alter  travelling  to 
the  place  where  ibo  resided,  got  some  IHend  to  put  bim  Into  a  very  large 
basket  or  wicker  bampcr,  and  cany  bim  in  open  day  to  ber  boaes^  wbere  be 
staid  whh  ber  ttU  she  died. 

In  many  iasCaaees  GMitra-IlcBonitfant  ministoit  stooptd  to  ibe  mean 
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guished  for  the  extent  of  their  employment  Many  families 
were  completely  mined ;  fines  of  a  most  caornious  amount 
heing  imposed  upon  them^  their  rights  as  citiMos  to  foUov 
their  l&wM  callings  taken  awajf  or  themsQlres  expelled  fioan 
iheir  fiiends  and  connexions.  One  case  we  may  j  ust  menliott 
out  of  many  others.  A  venerable  man,  an  inhabitant  of 
Leyden,  who  was  detected  in  allowing  a  meeting  to  be  held 
in  his  house,  and  in  contribotmg  to  the  support  of  the  exiled 
Remonstrant  nuusters^^was  snnnnoned  before  the  magta- 
trates,  banished  the  town,  and  condemned  in  a  fine  of  one 
thousand  gold  reals  for  suffering  this  meeting  to  be  held, 
then  in  six  hundred  gilders  for  collecting  money  for  the 
ministers,  and  twenty-fire  more  for  refusing  to  dedare  the 
names  of  those  who  were  present  at  the  meeting,  Thia 
man,  it  shotild  be  understood,  bad  long  been  attached  to 
the  doctrines  of  Arminius,  and  so  early  as  the  year  1574, 
when  the  town  of  Ley  den  was  besieged  by  the  Spaniards, 
he  was  one  of  those  who  on  that  occasion  not  only  took 
part  with  his  fellow  citixens  in  that  display  of  courage  and 
endurance  of  suffering,  of  which  nothing  in  the  annals  of 
modern  lii story  furnishes  any  parallel,  but  also  rendered 
other  essential  services  in  the  defence  of  the  city,  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  trying  period  of  the  siege.*  And  yet  it 

/  set  of  becoming  spies  mnd  infooneri,  aa  may  be  eeen  Is  Bimdt,  thongl^ 
we  should  hope  tiny  did  not  Sffctpt  the  jew«rds  offarsd  for  tiw  detection  of 
ministers,  as  they  weie  the  peisons  concerning  whom  they  wen  pcindfstly 
desirous  of  giving  information,  in  older  to  leenn  their  imprisonment 

•  The  circomttuoe  of  snch  a  penon  being  an  object  of  Dutch  Calfiniitle 
bigotiy  and  persecution  may  warrant  us  in  adyerting  briefly  to  this  siege. 

It  comnMBcM  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  May,  and  ended  on  the  third  of  Oc- 
tober. Many  weeks  before  tliis  last  period  there  bad  not  been  a  morsel  of 
bread  within  the  city,  aad  the  only  food  had  lieen  the  roots  of  herbs  and 
weeds,  and  the  flesh  of  dogs  and  horses.  Even  all  these  were  at  length  con* 
isuiucd,  and  the  j)eop]e  were  reduced  to  live  npoQ  soup  made  of  the  hides  of 
animals  tlititliad  been  killed.  The  »*?paniard9,  aware  of  these  circumstances, 
pressed  them  (o  surrtnder,  but  they  had  resolved  rather  to  die  of  hunger,  or 
pensb  with  their  wires  and  chiidxvA  in  the  flames  of  the  citjr  kindled  by  their 
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was  such  meB  as  these,  who  had  fought  for  their  country's 
liberty,  or  the  sons  of  such  hrave  citizeDs,  who  were  then 

own  hands,  than  gurremkr  and  \>e  murdered  by  the  Sparnnrds,  whioli  certainly 
would  have  been  the  cage,  had  they  suffered  them  to  enter  the  rity,  and  there- 
fore they  replied  to  one  of  those  messages,    "  that  rather  tiiaii  Bubmit  to  so 
perfidious  and  cruel  an  enemy,  they  would  feed  on  their  left  arm,  and  delend 
themselves  with  their  right."  '    jNevertheles'S  it  ia  to  be  supposed,  that  some, 
amidst  anguish  and  sufTering,  would  be  disposed  to  revolt  and  submit  to  their 
enemies     On  one  occasion  a  number  of  the  citizens,  impelled  by  a  species 
of  madness  produced  by  hunger,  hastened  to  one  of  the  leading  magistrates 
by  the  name  of  Vandcrwcrf.t  exclaiming,  **  that  he  ought  to  give  them  food, 
or  deliver  the  town  into  the  handii  of  the  besiegers."    lie  replied,  "  I  have 
solemnly  sworn  that  I  will  never  surrender  myself  and  my  fellow  citizens  to 
the  cruel  and  perfidious  Spaniard,  and  I  will  sooner  die  than  violate  my  oath. 
I  have  no  food,  else  I  would  give  it  you ;  but  if  my  death  can  be  of  use  to 
you,  take,  tear  me  in  pieces,  and  devour  me.    I  shall  die  with  satisfaction, 
if  I  know  that  by  my  death  I  shall  for  one  moment  relieve  you  from  your 
dreadful  necessity.*'   Astonished  by  this  extraordinary  answefi  they  were 
nlent ;  their  fury  abated ;  and  they  retired  with  shame. 

Necessity,  however,  became  the  occasion  of  desperate  measures.  It  was  de- 
termined by  the  States  that  the  banks,  whidi  prevented  the  sea  from  inundat- 
ing their  country,  should  be  broken  down,  and  the  land  laid  under  water,  so 
as  to  compel  their  enemies  to  retire,  t   **  The  whole  iiatioii»"  says  BentivoglkN 

*  Tbc  nUon  iStoolsd  to  cany  In  provWioM  to  ths  Lsftatrs  «iMB  tbt  valiis  wtvt  MNlka» 

were  ZcaUnders,  a  rude,  ftcrco,  hoW,  ami  dctcrmlTMrd  pcopl*'.  Tlfiesc  men  wore  a  half 
moon  in  their  caps,  with  tliis  ln*cription,  2'urkj  rather  tJuiH  papisls.  Wc  arc  not  sutonished  at 
ibu,  when  we  think  of  the  treachery  and  wholesale  murcWi  committed  upon  the  people  by 

iwiiifai  Jsfaio  i«.  ■'Uannliisr.tetBttavaiitsnsdislsoaNrdHmBvagBsl  b  dc«d^ 

a  belles  dcnt«." 

t  This  gentleman  appears  to  hnrc  he  en  rt  vrr>'  moderate,  prudent  man,  pOMeMing  great  influ- 
ence with  Uie  dtixetu*.  During  tins  aicge  the  JLeydeners  Invented  paper  money  of  two  different 
opsnalii  tts  «MoriNMlMB»aiid  tlModi«r«ft««Bfy««l|^  gll««n         On  His  ob%  «as 

a  lion  holding  a  hat  upon  a  tpear,  with  the  following  Inacription,  Heec  libertmtit  ergo.  One  of 
the  preacher!  in  a  Mrmon  f\iriou»1y  attacked  the  g<>vprr>nr«,  and  called  them  Ubertinea  and 
frec-thinkera,  for  not  atamidng  the  following  mottu  upon  tiicm,  Heec  reUgumh  ergo.  Hia 
rcproaclMS  io  InwnssJ  m  oAMt  nf  Cht  tmnip  wbo  ins ilttlng  in  the  magistrates'  pewntth 
VMdcnnH;  Uwt  bt  dr«v  out  a  Mid  pIM  mimU,  "fllMllilM  htadMnif"  Mlbt 
wia  dlanudsd  flmn  it  tf  Ihii  tMOsnan.  tt  imOd  ii«a  that  II  «w  nflMr  <hV>***  ^ 

TcproTc  %urh  >ie<irpr«  ' 

t  CommunicaUoiu  were  kept  up  with  the  bc»ieged  by  ptgeoni.  Theic  wore  embslmsd,  and 
art  atUl  prcienrsd  Id  tlie  town-houae  of  L«yden.  Li^  DeUea  dm  Fe^-bof. 
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being  persecuted  hy  a  race  of  men,  who,  to  use  the  wor<is 
of  the  old  ejected  senator  Hooit,    had  hid  themselves  in 
the  Bhade  in  the  day  of  stonn  and  tempest**  This  hct  tfaie  Be* 
monstrants  knew,  and  in  thoee  towns  wheie  thej  were  the 
must  numerous,  which  was  the  case  in  several  of  them,  ibej 
felt  it  extremely  difficult  to  wituess  the  butchery  commiUed 
upon  their  fellow-worshippers  by  the  soldieiy^  as  directed 
by  the  magistracy  of  Maurice,  and  influenced  by  clergy- 
raen  w  lio  IkkI  been  put  in  the  place  of  venerable  men,  w  liom 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  esteem  for  years;   and  the 
efforts  of  their  devoted  ministers  were  constantly  directed  to 
prevent  them  from  standing  upon  the  defensive  against  such 
measures.    Aud  whilst  these  ruthless  proceedings  were  of 
course  very  trying  to  the  Christian  meekness,  patience,  and 
courage  of  men^  who  had  been  accustomed  to  stand  m 
phalanx  to  resist  Spanish  despotism  and  the  persecating 
spirit  of  popery,  or  had  heard  their  fathers  recite  deeds  of 
heroism  in  defence  of  religious  liberty ;  their  piety  appears 
the  more  evident  in  submitting  to  a  politico-religious  faction 
of  their  own  countrymen,  who,  with  hired  foreign  troops  at 
their  beck,  thus  ruled  the  majority  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

**  prayed  that  the  nviflds  might  blow  the  vsten  in  the  direction  wiihed  for, 
when  lo  f**  njs  he,  "  there  rdUed  in  no  longer  waves,  but  even  high  mounteiag 
of  waters,  so  that  the  country  round  Leyden  seemed  to  be  turned  into  a  sea.* 
The  Spaniards  were  forced  to  retire.    Relief  was  borne  to  the  besieged,  which 
had  it  been  withheld  two  days  longer,  they  matt  all  have  perished.    After  the 
people  bad  been  a  little  refreshed  by  partaking  of  the  food  broqg^  to  them, 
though  many  ao  sreedily  devoured  it  that  it  proved  hutant  destruction  to  thein, 
th^  hastened,  accompanied  by  the  magietiates,  to  one  of  the  chordMSi  to 
render  thanks  to  the  Almighty.    Never  was  anj  mmmAAj  more  deeplj 
egitated  1^  the  oonaidecation  of  their  signal  and  nnexpected  ddivenBoe^ 
when  they  were  upon  the  brink  of  ruin ;  joined  to  the  remembrance  of  die 
dimal  ioenea  which  thqr  had  witneeied,  and  of  the  many  frienda  and  feUow 
dtiiene  whom  tiio  liunfaie  or  pestilence  had  eerried  oB^  their  minds  were 
mrpowered  at  once  with  gratitude  and  sorrow.  They  were  diaeobad  hi 
tears,  and  mingled  together  the  voices  of  praise  and  lanwnlation.  43rimttm, 
Ontiua,  Bentwoglht  Waiatm,  Oraltai. 
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In  mukj  of  tlie  lowni  the  B«iiioiiitraiiti»  batides  being  the 
motH  nnmefoiu,  weie  alio  lihe  moet  reepeotable ;  end  when 
the  netif  e  soldiery  were  awed  by  the  character  of  the 

mi  11  whom  they  had  been  accustomed  to  revere  as  magis- 
trates, and  sbruok  from  the  task  of  firing  indiscriminately 
on  the  eitixena,  one  is  mortified  to  know  that  English  and 
8ootdi  troops  were  selected  to  do  this  work  of  bntchery,  in 
preference  to  French  papist  soldiers,  because  the  laiier  had 
shown  too  much  lenity  in  executing  the  biddings  ol  the 
Contra-Kemonstrant  authorities. 

Alihongh  the  Arminiaiis  were  prohibited  holdmg  public 
worship,  nevertheless)  nnawed  by  the  threatened  severities 
ol"  the  ])rQclaiiiations,  they  held  their  religious  meetings, 
says  one  of  their  writers,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
United  Pioyinces,  and  eq>eciaUy  in  Holland.  They  were 
held  in  town*  and  Tillages,  in  honses*  and  bams,  in  garrets 
and  cdlsfs,  in  fields  and  highways,  in  streets  and  gardens. 
This  contumacy,  as  it  was  called,  was  highly  offensive 
to  the  bigoted  Contra-Remonstrant  magistrates  and  clergy; 
and  Maniice^  though  he  did  not  assume  the  name  of  sotc- 
xeign  after  Bamereldf  a  assasnnation,  was  as  absolnte  in 

•  W  iicn  the  slierifl  of  any  town  received  infoniiatioii  that  a  meeting  of 
the  Remonstrants  fur  vvur;^u|j  was  U)  be  LcU,  W  usually  ha.stcDed  with 
soldiers  to  seize  upon  some  of  the  parties,  for  the  purpose  of  their  being 
ftiied,  or  conducted  to  prison.  The  sheriff  of  Haarlem  being  engaged  in  this 
work  one  night,  entered  a  house  where  a  meeting  was  being  held.  The 
people  took  the  alarm,  and  began  to  escape,  when  this  officer  laid  hold 
ct  a  lady  in  the  passage,  whom  he  could  not  distinguish  on  account  of 
the  darkness.  Having  seized  her  hand,  he  found  the  was  a  person  of 
qofeKtjr  by  the  rings  she  wore,  and  intisted  upon  her  telliay  Im  nane.  She 
femmlned  olMtinately  lilent  for  some  time,  till  at  length  he  urged  her  to  tell 
h«t  Mtte  to  ■  w»y  that  wat  wiplfntBt,  when  «he  •selalmed,  I  am  junx 
mmt  Half!  hot  did  ovr  eoaawn  mother  hitog  tato  flw  world  far  Oiia 
•adt  that  joatboaldycraecate  the  dmidi  and  people  of  God  ?  lamtarooqr 
Ikther  nerer  taught  you  to  act  tha%  or  Co  cherish  the  principles  banro 
imbibed.**  He  was  thandentmck,  said  not  a  word,  but  led  her  bj  the 
hand  la  the  bttflk-do«r»  charging  the  loldieit  A0t  to  hittrrapt  her. 
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liis  dictum  as  any  Eastern  despot,  and,  at  tbe  request  of 
the  magistrates  he  had  created  iu  tbe  place  of  the  liemoii* 
atraotsy  sent  tioops  to  enable  Ihem  to  fuppran  theae  aaseiB- 
bliea.  The  reader  may  judge  of  the  atreDgth  of  the  Av> 
minians  in  Rotterdam,  when  he  is  informed  that  the 
first  time  they  held  a  meeting  in  a  field,  some  few  miles 
from  the  town^  i)ot  less  than  five  thousand  of  them  asaem* 
bled  to  hear  preaching.  The  Calyinist  p9Xty  were  enraged 
at  thia,  and  determined  to  take  yengeanee  the  next  Sunday. 
After  keeping  the  gates  of  the  city  closed  to  a  period  far  be- 
yond the  usual  hour,  to  prevent  so  many  of  them  assembling, 
two  troopa  of  EngUah  and  Scotch  aoldiera  were  kd  out  to 
disperse  about  two  thouiand  peraona  who  had  met  to  hear 
a  sermon,  on  which  occasion  Aey  fired  upon  the  people. 
Some  were  killed,  and  others  received  serious  wounds,  of 
which  they  afterwards  died.  Several  gentlemen,  with  the 
mnazlea  of  the  aoldiery  pointed  at  their  broaatiy  wero  robbed 
of  their  punea^  the  ladies  stripped  of  tbeir  jewels  and  rings, 
while  others  were  treated  in  a  way  not  to  be  named ;  and 
what  forms  the  darkest  feature  in  this  scene,  was  the  fact  of 
some  of  the  Calvinist  clergy  viewing  it  from  the  top  of 
their  churches  by  the  aid  of  their  perspectire  glasses,  and 
wantonly  enjoying  theae  deeds  of  blood  and  slaughter. 

It  is  painful  to  us,  to  record  these  acts  of  religious 
bigotry,  but  fidelity  requires  it  of  us.  At  a  similar  meeting 
held  a  few  days  after,  some  of  the  military  having  been  per- 
ceived approaching  the  congregation,  the  people  dispersed, 
some  of  whom  were  pursued  by  the  former,  several  of  the 
latter  throwing  their  purses  to  them,  to  induce  them  to  spare 
their  lives.  In  one  instance,  a  father  and  his  two  sons  en- 
deavoured to  escape  by  getting  into  a  boat,  when  the  soldiers 
levelled  their  muskets  at  them.  The  father  entreated  them 
not  to  fire,  promising  to  tell  them  where  they  lived,  which 
they  disregarded,  and  instantly  shot  one  of  the  sons,  a  young 
man  of  twenty-two  years  of  age,  through  the  head^  who 
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fell  dead  into  the  water,  and  tke  firther  with  difficulty  etcap- 
ed  being  stabbed  bj  them.  The  leader  must  here  be  in- 
formed, that  the  under-sheriff  was  called  oot  of  drareh 

for  the  purpose  of  direcLiug  the  soldiers  in  this  business, 
and  after  its  melancholy  close  he  returned,  says  an  histo- 
rian, with  his  handa  wreaking  with  bloody  to  receive  the 
sacrament  Of  coorse  no  judicial  proceeiiKnga  were  insti- 
tuted against  the  mnrderers,  it  bdng  understood  by  the 
magif^trates,  that  the  Arminians  were  as  sheep  marked  for 
slaughter. 

We  do  not  intend  to  pall  the  veader  with  any  nme  re- 
eitab  of  tlna  kind,  tlumgh  alas !  it  could  be  too  easily  done. 

Can  it  be  matter  of  surprise,  that  under  such  circumstances 
the  Remonstrants  became  impatient  of  endurance,  the  more 
especially  where  they  wm  the  moat  numerous  par^  ?  They 
said,  *^the  Calvinists  themsdves  have  set  us  the  example  of 
remating  the  authorities,  in  the  propagation  of  their  flystem 
which  they  call  the  Refoniiation.  They  made  use  of  all 
kinds  of  weap<nis  at  their  meetings,  to  prevent  their  enemies 
inm  fitUing  upon  them,  and  prepared  themselTes  ibr  direct 
acts  of  hostility.*  To  these  arguments  of  their  people  the 
Arminian  clergy  replied,  "  that  the  weapons  of  their  war- 
fare were  not  to  be  carnal ;  that  religious  truth  was  not  to 
be  defended  or  propagated  by  outward  force;  that  they 
ought  to  tread  in  the  paths  of  the  primitive  Christians,  whose 
aims  were  only  prayers  and  tears,  and  who  overcame  their 
adrcrsaries  by  patience  and  conslancy,  blunted  their  swords, 
quenched  their  fires,  baffled  their  edicts,  and  exliausted  their 
magazines  of  cruelty  by  the  triumphs  of  Christian  patience 
and  Christian  meekness.*  And  yet  these  ministers  are  the 
men  whom  Mr.  Scott,  the  late  rector  of  Aston  Sandford, 
chooses  to  insinuate  were  persons  of  defective  and  immoral 
character;  and  at  the  same  time  lauds  up  to  the  sky  the 
piety  of  the  Dutch  Calvinistic  clergy.  But  when  was  it  ever 
known,  that  persecntois  were  more  holy  and  pious  than  those 


wliom  they  persecuted  ?  Never!  Yet  the  blind  love  of  cvoed 
that  could  lead  this  clergyman  to  see  notbing  wort^j  of 
pfsiae,  if  it  were  net  under  Celnai4tic  paftnmege  or  nmM, 
oceenened  him  lo  forgel  tliis  hid  in  draieh  liiatoiy. 

While  the  Remonstrants  were  left  without  any  legal  re« 
dress  for  these  murders  committed  on  tlieir  sons  and  iriends, 
thej  were,  however,  determined  to  show  (heir  diaeppiohft> 
aaa  ef  the  eondoct  of  the  Gel?  iaiitic  nagiitretee  m  a 
moiinifal  way,  hy  heing  pieetBt  at  the  intementa  of  womm  of 

the  slaughtered  victims.  Hie  civil  authorities,  aware  of 
their  intentions,  issued  an  order  prohibiting  any  persons  at- 
tending these  iiinerala;  bat,  in  epiteof  Uue»  fiAeeo  hnndrod 
pefeotttasaeoifaiedy  and  fiinned  a  lengthened  proQesaiioo,  who 
with  serions  eonntonanoes,  hot  firm  demeanour,  intiwialed 
that  they  were  not  to  be  hindered  in  the  execution  of  their 
purpose.  The  magistrates  took  the  hint,  and  thought  it  right 
not  to  eoieite  them  hy  letting  the  eoldiem  toiee  upon  them. 
In  other  placet  their  nnmben  awed  the  Calranistie  authee- 
ities  on  siuiilar  occasions.  Not  less  was  this  true  with  res- 
pect to  their  religious  worship;  and  it  was  singular  to  see 
in  a  small  town^  where  the  majority  of  the  .people  weie  Af> 

•  The  RemonslranU  of  Kanipcu  were  by  far  the  inast  iiuimrous  of  the 
inhabitants.  Their  three  churches  being  taken  from  them,  their  pastors  de- 
prived of  their  office,  and  forbidden  to  exercise  their  religion,  the  Wardens 
of  the  Companies  called  together  the  Guilds  or  Companies  of  the  town,  and 
petitioned  the  higher  powers  to  allow  them  to  hold  puhlic  worship  in  other 
places.  In  this  petition  they  say,  "  That  that  which  seems  barest  of  all 
is,  that  when  they  seek  to  follow  the  dictates  of  their  consciencea  in 
worshipping  Qod  out  of  the  public  churches,  they  are  bttraycd  by  spies, 
tad  diatnvM  by  a  military  force,  as  though  they  were  again  brought  under 
Spanish  domination.  And  we  beseech  you  to  reflect,*'  tliey  add,  "  wbetfaer 
we  have  merited  thi%  whose  ancestors  formerly  resiated  Spaniih  tyranny 
is  deftnee  of  teiigioiu  liberty.  Allow  m  ooly  to  aefve  Qtd  Is  pcvee^ 
If  not  publicly,  at  laUi  la  privste;  but,  if  you  will  not  conimt  to  citbei^ 
we  cannot  fbrbctr  to  bold  onr  religiooe  meetings,  though  we  aboold  be 
exposed  to  puniahment,  yea,  eren  to  death  |  for  we  must  obey  God  tatber 
tbsn  man.   TV  Wmrdgm  ^fikf  OuiM^  in 0k  mm  ^tMilm  hmgktn  mmi 
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mifriaiiflj  bat  against  whom  all  the  churches  were  shut  by 
the  magistnites,  at  Uie  leqnert  of  the  Contra-Bemoiiatraiit 
clergy,  the  priaoipal  part  of  die  people  asaemble  in  the 
streets,  and  there  standing  to  receive  the  sacrament  from 
their  own  miniaters ;  a  practice  tliat  waa  frequently  attended 
to  in  other  places^  ia  the  open  fielda. 

Towarda  the  klter  end  of  the  year,  in  eonaequeaee  of  the 

usual  rains  whicli  fell  at  that  season,  the  people  were  pre- 
vented from  holding  their  meetings  in  the  helds,  but  aa  soon 
as  the  ftost  set     they  took  their  skates^  and  la  Tast  nniiii> 
bera  flew  to  some  diatance,  and  eeiebrated  divine  worship 
on  the  ice  uninterrupted,  for  no  civil  officer  or  soldier  could 
overtake  any  number  of  persons  thus  provided  with  the 
meant  of  escape,  over  a  vast  extent  of  country  submerged 
in  water,  whioh  was  ftoaen  over  at  that  period  of  the  year. 
Here  the  people  joyfully  and  imdisCnrbed  song  their  psalms, 
and  listened  with  attention  to  their  minister's  sermun  ;  after 
which  a  certain  number  of  them  always  accompanied  him 
on  their  skates  to  hia  home.  One  of  these  engaged  in  this 
service  was  a  lavonrite  with  the  people,  and  went  by  the 
name  of  The  Ice-bird.    The  magistrates  in  order  to  bring 
contempt  on  the  labours  of  these  devoted  pastors,  called 
their  field-preachingi  kedge-termmu*    This  they  did  in 
imitation  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  previously  adopted  it 
against  the  Reformed  from  the  French  papists,  who  had  so 
designated  those  of  the  Hugonots.  *    They  would,  however, 
find  some  difficulty  in  applying  the  same  appellatton  to 

hikakimiit  «I«m  U  wug  etmetmJ*  All  wuin  tsIb,  however,  and  ptwee» 
tton  itill  rolM  ea,  lite  a  swdliiig  tldc^  tbionsh  Hie  vifioai  parts  of  the 
PrathiMt. 

The  oopj  of  Bnodt,  flwa  wfaMi  tho  wite  tikw  tUi,  has  thtlbUowiag 
migiatl  nolo  wiitton  In  pmeU  by  sfMBo  fummf  **  No  mavf  ftom  bipod- 
IhlfiCy  Colfliiiati.*>  This  li  too  itfoag,  b«t  the  pmeevttng  oraM^  of  tho 
Ccntia.BoinoiistnBU,  «l  this  panod,  nas  caitsialy  swftdly  rigofovi  and  va- 
fdfiitiiig  ogoiiitt  the  AmilaiSBt* 
Siopifoie. 
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those  sermons  preached  hy  the  Ice-bird  and  others^  «8  des- 
cribed abore. 

In  their  piooltnttftloiui  ths  tnngiitritiw  alio  dengiuitod  tho 
Amnnian  dergy,  vagabonda  and  atraOtng  preaehen.  Tbia 

was  done  to  bring  them  into  reproach  with  the  people,  a 
practice  not  unusual  with  the  £iiTOured  party,  who  reposing 
under  the  ahteld  of  the  goremmenty  claim  a  kind  of  Jmb 
dMnmm  of  office,  and  look  upon  all  other  ministeia,  how- 
ever distinguished  by  inieUect,  learning,  piety,  and  zeal, 
as  quacks  in  diviiiiiyy  and  only  meriting  scorn.  Our  o^^-n 
eoontry  haa  afforded  ezamplea  of  such  conduct  on  the  part  of 
nanj  towaida  the  Wealeya  and  their  coadjntoia  in  theb 
early  labours.  With  what  injustice  these  epithets  were  ap- 
plied to  the  Remoustraut  ministers  the  names  and  patrons 
of  the  men  will  prove.  Most  oi  them  had  been  inducted 
into  the  service  of  the  sanctnaiy^  and  taken  a  leading  part 
in  chnreh  affiursy  in  connexion  with  the  coonaela  of  Bame" 
Teldt,  and  of  Grrotios,  the  latter  of  whom,  for  his  splendid 
talents  and  scholarship,  was  designated  l)y  foreigners  the 
Belgic  phcenix.  Some  of  them  were  amongst  his  choicest 
fiiendsy  which  proves  that  thejcooUl  not  be  the  ignorant  and 
despicable  characters,  which  CalTimsUc  bigotry  and  persecii- 
tion  would  represent  them  to  be.  But  they  were  now 
the  oppressed  party,  and  that  was  sufficient  reason  tor  their 
being  so  stigmatised.* 

*  W«  admit  that  amongst  the  ContrarRemonitrants  there  wen  tetenl 
distingaiihed  men,  but  cerUUnly  were  we  to  range  them  beside  Uitenbo* 
pierdt,  Episcopius,  OreTindioTiiis,  Poppins,  GroUiu,  Vossins,  Bariasna,  th* 
two  Hooiliyud  aafvnl  oI1mi9»  the  reader,  we  think,  would  not  hciilate  to 
aaj  with  wImnii  the  noit  talent  and  Janming  were  foand.  And  even  ahonld 
it  he  idaiittad  that  there  was  with  aome  en  their  aide  a  aapaiiority  of  aeholaf^ 
ahip,  yet  the  Ibikwing  Uitlt  will  pme  that  then  were  eiheia  who  were  meH 
very  great  adnireia  of  leaming,  and  the  Ikne  attadied  to  the  neneij  of 
thoie  who  had  been  diatingniahed  for  it  Severel  of  the  Calvinistckfay  at 
RoHeidani  atrafo  to  oppoae  tlie  erection  of  a  etatno  to  the  mmmf  of 
Eramsi^ calUng  it  an  idoli  and  theaa  aiiaislaia  pvtlidj  inveighed,  sajs 
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The  reader  nmy  judge  of  the  hostility  of  feeling  ehown  to 
the  RemonsiTBDt  ministers,  and  to  the  persons  who  enter- 

laiued  ihem,  when  he  is  uilurnicd  that  when  any  of  them 
iiied,  their  friends  were  forced  to  inter  them  either  by  stealth 
in  their  own  premises^  or  else,  under  the  cover  of  darkness,  in 
the  pobtic  biirying*groiinds.  In  one  or  two  instances  this  was 
known,  and  passed  unnoticed  by  some  of  the  magistrates,  as 
i>eiug  the  near  relatives  of  the  deceased,  or  so  far  disposed  to 
respect  the  memory  of  the  men,  as  to  risk  encountering  the 
displeaanre  of  the  more  bigoted  clergy  and  citizens,  and 
wink  at  these  interments.  This  was  the  ease  with  Henricns 
Niellius,  son  of  the  old  Carohis  NielHus,  mentioned  in  the 
note  at  ])age  336,  and  brother  to  Carolus  Niellius^  who  was 
one  of  the  cited  Remonstrants.  The  principal  burgomaster 
of  Rotterdam,  where  he  died,  was  the  nephew  of  his  wife, 
and  connived  at  his  thus  being  secretly  buried  by  the  two 
brothers  ol  the  widow.  Another  was  buried  in  a  bam,  but 
the  parties  were  detected,  and  fined  fire  hundred  gilders  for 
haibonring  a  minister. 

We  shall  close  this  account  of  the  interments  of  the  pro* 
scribed  ministers,  which  might  have  been  more  extended, 
by  mentioning  the  following  case,  because  it  forms  a  relief 
to  the  mind,  in  discovering  the  manifestation  of  better  feel* 
ing  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates,  than  in  any  other  in* 
stance  of  a  similar  kind.  The  deceased  gentleman  alluded 
to  was  named  Heuricus  Holthenus.  lie  was  a  man  of 
eminent  learning,  amiable  in  his  temper,  deeply  devoted  to 
God,  and  one  of  the  most  zealous  and  affectionate  of 
pastors.  He  walked  in  close  communion  with  Qod,  and 
Lis  visits  auil  pastoral  iabuura  were  hij;lily  esteemed  by  liis 
people.    Separated  £rom  his  family,  for  few  of  the  Bemon* 

Brandt,  a^inst  the  image,  cndcavourijiar  to  stir  up  the  people  U>  pull  it 
down,  savins:  that  the  erection  of  it  was  an  iiiiitalion  of  a  |>opish  prxctifo 
which  might  lead  tlie  people  to  imaTc  worsliip.  Thisc  gentlctniii  wire 
motlbj  iprnkcmon  and  lypn  uf  tbeir  brctUrea  uaUvr  our  cumiuuuwcultli. 

2  £ 
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fttraat  imnisieis  could  have  their  families  with  them,  he  liyed 
pent  up  in  a  Bmall  garret  belongiDg  to  one  of  his  flocfc^ 
rarely  ^^U'  ylng  the  air,  hot  under  the  cover  of  dailniess; 
and  ended  his  life  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight.  Jlis  corpse 
was  seat  to  £lburgh,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  wrapped  up 
in  some  cloth  as  a  bale  of  goods,  directed  to  his  uncle  a 
burgomaster)  who  intended  to  bury  it  with  the  utmost  se* 
erecy.  His  design,  however,  was  discovered.  But  to  ikm 
honour  of  the  luagisUacy  aud  to wus- people  be  it  said,  that 
irom  respect  to  bis  virtues  and  piety,  they  were  determiued 
not  to  allow  him  to  be  buried  like  a  dog*  In  this  thej 
were  partly  governed  by  the  remembrance  of  what  was  dae 
to  the  memory  of  the  father,  on  accoimt  of  the  services 
done  to  the  towa  liiu),  who  had  long  been  the  upper- 
sheriff  of  the  courts  and  during  the  Spanish  tyranny  was 
actually  marked  as  one  to  be  hung,  on  account  of  bos 
patriotic  services  and  the  interest  he  took  in  the  well-being 
of  bis  (l  llow-citizens,  but  was  so  beloved  by  the  people,  that 
even  his  papistical  fellow-townsmen  gave  him  timely  warn- 
ing, and  he  happily  escaped.  When  the  people  learnt  that 
the  corpse  of  the  pious  son  of  this  patriot  was  thus  bron|^ 
into  the  town  by  stealth  to  be  interred,  their  feelings  over- 
came them,  and  they  felt  the  unnatural  position  in  which 
they  were  placed  by  the  present  state  of  things,  in  being 
required  to  suppress  their  instinctive  attachments  to  the 
memory  of  such  a  son  of  such  a  father;  and  the  magistrates 
boldly  determined  to  honour  his  remains,  and  said ;  "  Let 
the  bell  be  tolled,  we  will  ourselves  attend  the  ^eral  ;** 
when  the  whole  of  them,  with  a  vast  concourse  of  the 
people,  followed  to  the  grave  the  corpse  of  a  man,  whose 
father  had  been  the  defender  of  their  interests  during  ihexr 
conflicts  for  liberty  against  Spanish  tyranny. 

Of  the  many  ministers  of  the  Remonstrants  who  were 
seized  and  shut  up  in  dungeons,  we  shall  only  particularly 
allude  to  two,  namely,  Poppios  and  Niellius.   These  were 
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diiecUiirA  of  their  ocdesiavtical  affiun  id  the  IWinees,  and 
tfa^r  incarceration  was  painfully  felt  by  all  their  brethren 
and  their  iiocks.     They  had  hastened  to  Haarlem,  to 
ac^Qsl  some  matters  in  the  chnrcli  thercy  when  infonnatioii 
wae  giren  of  them,  and  they  were  seised  and  led  to  prison. 
Poppiss  was  an  eminently  devoted  man.   The  third  day  of 
bis  imprisonraent  he  spent  wholly  in  fasting  and  prayer, 
pleading  with  God  for  support,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
act  as  a  Christian  under  the  snfierings  that  he  saw  he  was 
called  to  endnfe.   He  did  the  same  some  little  time  previous 
to  bis  examination  before  the  magistrates.    Some  extracts 
from  a  letter  sent  to  his  wife,  and  one  to  his  church  at 
Qouda,  will  show  the  devoted  spirit  of  this  learned  and 
amiahle  minister.  Writing  to  the  former,  immediately  afler 
being  conducted  to  prison,  he  said,  "  My  dear  wife, — - 
This  letter  comes  upon  a  sad  errand  to  you,  and  our  dear 
ehUdroiiy  as  well  as  to  many  of  our  Mends.  The  hoar  has 
ooawy  in  which  it  has  pleased  Ood  the  father  of  onr  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  to  make  a  prison  my  habitation ;  but,  my 
dearesty  lift  up  your  eyes  towards  heaven,  and  beg  the  as- 
sistance of  divine  grace,  to  the  end  that  you  may  not  fiuni 
through  too  mnch  gnef,  which  might  afiect  your  tender  and 
delicate  fraiac.    Moderate  your  sorrow,  and  be  consoled  to 
know  that  I  am  prepared  to  follow  the  Lord  vvhticvcr  he 
shall  lead  me.  I  have  long  since  devoted  my  body,  my  soul, 
my  lifh,  and  all  I  have  to  Jesiis  Christ   Though  confined 
in  a  prison,  I  shall  direct  my  thoughts  to,  and  delight  my- 
self with  meditations  on  the  heavenly  regions,  and  my 
spirit,  which  cannot  be  shut  up  \^nthin  those  narrow  wall% 
shall  range  at  large  in  that  desirable  paradise.  Am  I  s^ 
paraled  firom  man?  My  God,  my  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and 
holy  angels,  will  keep  me  company.     Am  I  esteemed  by 
men  as  a  criminal,  and  numbered  with  transgressors  ?  Yet 
the  spirit  of  Jesns  will  impress  on  my  heart  that  I  am  a 
child  of  Ood,  and  an  hdir  of  everlastiDg  life,  and  will  con- 
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stantly  refresh  me  with  the  liFiDg  water  of  divine  grace. 
Mast  I  now  forbear  preaching  the  Gospel?  I  will  exnploj 
myself  day  and  night  in  supplications,  holy  meditalions, 

and  reading  the  Scriplures;  but,  alas!  my  dearest,  when  I 
think  upon  you  and  our  dear  children,  Uie  certainty  I  have 
that  you  will  grieve  too  much,  breaks  my  veiy  heart.  But 
remember  how  many  faithful  servants  of  Chiiat  have  had  • 
.similar  lot.  Confide  in  the  Lord,  be  resigned,  and  add  not 
to  the  paius  of  my  iniprisonnient  by  your  excessive  grief. 
My  dear  wife,  take  care  of  the  children,  as  far  as  your 
feeble  state  of  body  will  permit;  bring  them  up  in  the  fear 
of  God.  Still  be  to  them  what  you  have  been  these  several 
years,  both  moihti  and  lather,  and  the  Lord  will  assist  you. 
Kesign  me  to  God  and  to  Christ,  to  whom  1  belong. — From 
my  prison  in  Haarlem^  January  21st,  1629.  Your  faithful 
husband,  Euwabd  Poppids.**  To  his  church  at  Goods,  he 
wrote,  Dearly  beloved  brothers  and  sisters. — The  hour  lias 
come,  against  which  I  prepared  myself  from  the  beginuing. 
My  body  is  shut  up  in  a  prison,  but  my  soul  finds  free  ac- 
cess to  the  heaven  of  heavens  by  prayer.  I  am  debamd  aU 
access  to  man,  and  communion  with  my  fellow-Christians, 
but  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comfuilei,  cainiol  ha  kepi  a.L  a 
distance  from  me.  I,  who  am  a  prisoner  for  Chrisl*s  sake, 
beseech  you  by  the  bowels  of  Christ,  that  you  do  not  fidnt 
in  the  work  of  God  on  account  of  my  bonds,  bat  increaae 
in  zeal  and  fervent  love.  Show  for  my  comfort  that  my  im* 
prisonment  may  contribute  to  the  spread  of  the  Gospel,  that 
the  labourers  in  Christ*s  vineyard  may  preacli  more  courage- 
ously. Watch,  and  be  steadfast  in  the  fikith ;  behave  your- 
selves like  men,  be  strong;  if  ye  continue  in  the  Lwd,  I 
shall  live  and  be  comforted  in  my  suflferings.  Encourage 
yourselves  with  the  words  of  Malachi  iii.  16,  17,  18, 
*  Your  imprisoned  brother  salutes  you  heartily/ — EtDVfARD 
PoPPics." 

The  two  prisoners  were  examined  separately.  Foppius 
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was  charged  with  oppoaiog  the  refomed  religion  which 
was  professed  at  the  ByaoA  of  Dort  To  which  he  re- 
plied "  that  the  doctrine  which  was  established  by  that 
Sjmod,  was  never  owned  before,  to  be  the  doctrine  of 
the  reformed  churches,  bat  that  the  reformed  religion 
was  always  judged  of  by  T%e  kamumy  of  the  e&nfesmom^ 
published  in  tlic  year  1581,  in  which  were  luund  those  of 
Augsburgb,  SaxoDy,  and  Bohemia,  which  comprehended 
the  ientimenta  of  the  Bemonatrants*  And  in  proof,**  he 
said,  ^  that  the  Remonstrant  doctrines  were  considered  as 
being  in  accordance  with  those  of  the  reformed  church  so 
early  as  1586,  their  brother  minister  John  Bors,  now 
seventy-one  years  of  age,  was  identified  as  a  pastor  of  the 
reformed  chnreh  at  that  period,  though  now  banished  for 
holding  the  doctrines  he  then  did,  ami  for  which  ho 
[Poppius]  was  made  a  prisoner.*'    He  further  remarked, 

the  synodists  themselves  admitted  that  the  doctrines  they 
established  were  not  in.  the  Netherlands*  Confession,  other* 
wise  they  need  only  hare  confirmed  it  as  containing  them 
by  their  public  acts,  instead  of  which  they  made  canons  to 
establish  their  own  private  opinions.**  To  this  there  was 
no  reply,  and  Poppius  was  forbidden  to  argue  with  them. 
On  his  refusing  to  answer  certain  questions  that  might  in- 
vulve  liuiistlf  and  his  church,  a  broad  intiuKiiioii  was  given 
that  the  torture  of  the  rack  might  force  a  confession,  to  which 
he  replied  $  "  As  to  the  use  of  the  rack,  I  shall  leave  it  with 
you,  gentlemen,  to  do  as  you  please,  and  must  assert  that 
that  which  you  charge  me  with  as  a  crime,  I  believe  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  perform  as  a  minister  of  the  living  God.** 

Niellius  was  subsequently  examined.  This  man,  if  the 
axe  of  the  executioner  had  been  over  his  head,  would  have 
boldly  said  what  he  thought  it  riglit  to  say.  Martin  Luther 
himself  did  not  exceed  him  in  courage.  He  was  an  ad- 
mirable scholar,  very  eloquent,  and  withal  a  man  of  incor- 
ruptible integrity.   When  brought  before  the  magistrates  to 
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be  examiued,  well  knowing  him,  they  wiiihcd  to  awe  him, 
bj  intimating  that  they  acted  under  the  direction  of  the 
topreme  goTemment,  and,  thereloKe,  commanded  hkn  to  tdl 
them  the  persons  who  officiated  as  deacons  amongst  them, 
and  dibUibuted  tlic  collections  made  for  ilieir  snpport.  To 
which  he  replied,  in  the  language  of  Cyprian,  when  the 
magiatratea  of  the  city  of  Carthage  aalmd  him  where  tlia 
elders  of  .the  chnrch  weie;  ^  yon  have  rightly  and  wierily 
cstal/lislud  ]\y  your  laws,  that  there  should  be  no  informers ; 
CcmsequeuLly,  it  is  not  lawiul  for  me  to  betray  them ;  you 
may  seek  them  *  youmelTes,  especially  aince  yon  are  of 
opinion  that  no  man  should  be  hia  own  accnaer  ;**  When 
it  was  further  stated  to  him,  that  he  ought  to  submit  to  the 
rulers,  and  not  preach  doctrines  which  they  condemned ; 
he  replied  in  the  language  of  Justin  Martyr  to  the  Kmperor 
Antoninus^  Those  princes  or  magistrates  who  prefer  their 
ItCvv,  itpimcn  or  hmmr  to  truth,  have  just  the  same  antho- 
rity  as  robbers  in  a  desert  that  is,  they  act  not  by  justice 
but  by  force. 

These  two  men  were  subsequently  charged  with  being 
privy  to  the  plot  against  the  life  of  Maurice^*  and  threatened 

•  The  intcuded  assassination  of  Prince  MRurice  here  allmlid  to,  orik^in- 
ated  with  I.ord  van  Stoutcnbarg,  the  youngest  son  of  barncveldl,  ^ho 
souu:lii  to  r«  vruge  the  death  of  his  father  upon  Prince  Maurice.  He  an- 
fortuiiatilv  iiiflticed  a  discarded  Remuu&trant  minister,  by  the  name  of 
Slatius.  tn  jr,iu  in  tlie  plot.  This  man,  after  being  detected,  had  an  intf- 
niation  given  to  him  that  he  would  he  {mrdoned,  if  he  discovered  his  urciim 
plices.  Under  the  delusive  hope  exdted  by  this  promise,  he  charged  the  whole 
hodjf  of  the  Remonstrants  as  being  implicated  in  the  intended  act.  This  the 
Calvinifft  ministers  t«ok  bold  of,  and  denounced  them  Irom  the  pulpit.  This 
wretched  man,  however,  when  he  fomid  hr  was  to  liave  no  pardon,  revoked 
all  he  said,  and  declared  that  it  was  faki:,  stating  in  a  written  document, 
that  he  had  made  such  a  charge  under  the  hope  of  pardon.  The  affair 
deeply  distressed  the  Remonstrants,  and  especially  Episcopius,  who  de- 
plored the  fact,"  he  said,  "  that  tliey  had  ever  had  such  characters  amongst 
tiieo."  Sttmtenburg  made  his  escape;  afterwards  joined  the  Spaniards; 
obtaimd  the  captaincy  of  a  regiment,  and  uied  to  mako  incoraioBi  into  hit 
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with  the  nek,  and  preparations  made  to  torture  theiii»  on 
wluch  occasion  Nielliusi  conscious  of  his  innocence^  saidf 

in  writing  to  a  friend,  "  he  hoped  to  undergo  the  pain  with 
patience,  through  the  gracious  assistance  ol  God,  but  he 
darsi  not  saj  whether  he  should  be  able  to  bring  his  resolu- 
tion to  bear  up  under  it,  because  he  did  not  know  what  it 
was  to  be  put  to  the  rack.  Certainly,**  he  said,  he  dread- 
ed the  torture  mure  than  dealb,  but  he  hoped  the  best  from 
God*s  mercy  and  fatherly  assistance,"  *    Poppius,  it  is  sald^ 

otttive  comiliy,  eurjhug  belbn  hioi  a  black  flag,  with  tike  eAgfof  •  dsitbli* 
heul,  to  aanoaiiGe  the  mottmrut  tengeuice  ho  eeme  to  escecute.  The  older 
loiif  6foene?eld,  who  wee  priv j  to  the  ooniplraey,  wee  detected,  end  prior 
to  hh  exeeution,  hie  mother,  the  widow  of  Banevetdty  sppeered  ia  the 
pNeenceof  Maailce,  with  her  ieo*e  wife,  to  mik  the  life  of  hcf  eon.  «ir 
em  neiqr  wee  becoming,"  eeje  n  modem  writer,  <*  to  a  man,  it  wonld 
have  been  preeminently  eo  to  U anriee  on  thie  oeceekm  j  but  he  wee  inflex« 
ible  ee  ndement  The  mother,  the  wife,  end  the  eon,  threw  themeel?ee  at 
hie  feet,  imploring  pardon  for  GraeneTeld.  Pmyen,  tean,  and  eobe  were 
alike  ineleeCneL  It  wee  on  thie  oecuicn  that  Henrico  eeked  the  moUier 
*  why  ihe  begged  mercy  for  lier  eon>  ha? iiqr  leftieed  to  do  ae  mmdi  for  her 
hneband  I*  to  which  cmel  qoeetion  ehe  made  tlie  eablame  anewer,  *  Becanae 
my  eon  ie  gnilty,  and  my  hneband  wee  not,*  '* 

At  the  laet  Intenriew  thie  gentleman  had  with  hie  wife,  being  orerwhelmed 
wltih  dialreee,  he  eald  to  her,  *'  Whet  a  eomwftil  widow  yon  will  be!"  what 
tblehid!y,  wim  eeeme  to  hare  been  an  aHectJonete,  nmiaUe  women,  bnt  whohed 
eiagnlar  notione  of  what  wee  eeeential  to  the  dignity  of  a  petridan,  replied, 
"  My  deereet,  in  retnm  of  all  my  tronblee,  do  me  the  honour  of  dying  like 
a  gentleman."  The  expieerion  of  tUe  ladj^  It  eppeen,  ftmnd  ite  way  to 
Mearioe,  who  so  Ur%»  regarded  himeelf  met  her  wiehea,  aa  to  allow  her 
haabaad  to  go  to  the  place  of  execntion  withont  being  plnloned,aad  wearing 
hie  ewwd.  He  died  with  greet  eouage,  elmeet  nnivcfaally  regretted,  fnm 
the  eeneidenrtlca  of  hie  being  feaMrkably  amiable,  end  not  baring  been 
aedfely  engaged  in  the  cooepiieey,  tliengb  be  wae  prity  to  It^  bnt  did  net 
mahe  it  known,  fcr  which  he  eniered.  Bmdt,  Gralfen,  itoylr,  OrteiConc. 

•  tlie  aeenacgr  of  oonfeeaione  exConted  by  the  nek,  mnet  alwaya  be 
eanaidered  queationaUe;  Ibr  ae  the  eaflerer  neaally  knew  what  wne  na- 
foiled  fltom  him,  it  wee  natural  tha^  in  the  moment  of  egony,  and  under 
the  hope  of  ideaae,  he  ehoald  dedere  that  which  wae  wiahed  by  hie  tor- 
■antora,  while  the  meaenre  ilaelf  waa  ftanght  with  danger,  aa  opening  the 
nay  Ibr  Invnlfjag  penman  who  were  peribetly  innocent.  Nerer  wae  thie 
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was  siript  to  be  }>ul  on  the  rack.    He  was  deeply  affected, 
and  asked  leave  to  pray  before  being  put  to  torture.    It  was 
granted,  when  he  prayed  with  great  deTOtion  and  ferrency 
to  God,  for  assistance  to  enable  him  to  endnre  what  be  was 
abuut  to  undergo.     This,  it  appears,  p  iwerlidly  aflTected 
the  magistrates.    He  was  afterwards  led  away,  and  both 
of  them  Vere  kept  in  anapense  far  some  honra,  a  oontentioa 
taking  place  amongst  the  authorities  upon  the  subject  of 
putting  their  threat  into  execution.    Two  counsellors,  with 
the  scout,  opposed  it,  and  it  was  iiually  announced  to  tbem 
that  they  were  beliered  to  be  guiltless  as  to  the  conapirary, 
and  that  further  proceedings  against  them  would  be  dropped 
in  relation  to  it.   This  information  of  course  orerwbelmed 
them  with  joy,  and  each  threw  himself  upon  his  kness, 
and  thanked  God  that  he  had  delivered  them  from  being 
tormented,  and  saved  their  judges  from  committing  so  emel 
an  act,  and  that  they  had  the  testimony  of  the  magistrates 
themselves  that  they  were  ftilly  satisfied  of  their  innocence. 
Nevertheless,  Triglandius,  a  yioleut  CoDtra-RemonatraDt 
minister,  and  a  mendacious  and  abusive  writer  against  the 

* 

Remonstrants,  did  not  scruple  to  assert  in  print,  that  there 

were  sufficient  proofs  against  them  to  warrant  their  being 
put  to  the  rack.  This  man  would  iiave  made  a  tine  inquisitor- 
general.    It  was  finaUy  proposed,  that  for  returning  from 

so  fully  seen  as  in  the  case  of  Poltrott,  a  liucfonot  gentleman,  who  shot  the 
Duke  of  Guise.  Wheu  put  to  the  rack  in  order  to  make  him  confiess  his 
accomplices,  he  charged  Beza  with  having  instigated  him  to  commit  the 
crime,  (lionirh  the  latler  licdared  he  never  spoke  to,  or  susv  FoUrolt  in 
his  life,  i  eltuu,  ^\  iin  nisassinated  the  Duke  of  Buckini^hani,  after  bein? 
I  k  (luently  cliarged  witii  iiuv  iug  accomplices,  aud  it  heing  as  repeatedly  denied 
by  ium,  was  told  by  the  JMarquis  of  Dorset  that  be  was  directed  to  inibnn 
him,  that  tLe  king  inieuded  to  cini)l<)y  the  rack  to  make  him  declare  his 
accomplices.  Feltou  replied,  "  that  he  was  very  sorry  that  such  was  hia 
majesty's  intention,  for  in  that  case  h<-  kiu  w  not  what  he  rnight  <ay  in  the 
extremity  of  his  pain,  but  certainly  the  hrst  person  he  sliuuld  lOipUeate 
would  he  his  lordship."  This  settled  the  business  of  the  inteude<l  torture, 
fur  it  was  never  applied.    BrtrndL    See  Li/k  qf  Uampdm,  by  Lmd  Isu^iU, 
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baniahment,  and  holdiog  Remonstraiit  meetingSy  they  shoiild 
be  sentenced  to  deaih  or  perpeioal  unprisonment.  *  The 
latter  was  at  length  agreed  upon,  and  tbey  were  accordingly 

cuiitlemned  to  be  conveyed  to  the  castle  of  the  Lourestein, 
there  to  be  kept  during  their  natural  life.  The  prisoners 
coaaoied  themaelvea  under  thia  sentence)  in  knowing  tbat 
tibe  magistrates  admitted  that  tlx  y  vv'ere  satisfied  they  were 
not  accessory  or  privy  to  the  plot  against  the  lifl'  of  Maurice. 
Hence  it  followed  they  were  condemned  merely  on  account 
of  their  preaching  the  doctrines  of  ArmininSs  andy  therefore, 
were  aolibrerg  for  what  they  deemed  to  be  the  troth.  In 
this  affiur  the  Calvinistic  clergy  were  awfiilly  involTed,  as 
appears  from  ample  evidence. 

On  the  flfleenUi  of  May,  1623,  they  were  borne  away 
to  the  Louvesteia.  The  fiscal  who  conducted  them,  be- 
haved with  great  ctTility  and  kindness,  even  allowing  them 
.to  walk  unfettered  occasionally,  that  they  might  stretch  their 
limbs,  on  their  giving  him  their  word  that  they  would  not 
attempt  to  escape*  He  knew  they  were  holy,  good  men, 
and  could  d^end  upon  their  promise.   NieUiu8»  breathing 

*  The  fintof  the  banished  ministers  \i-ho  was  sentenced  to  imprisontneot 
§»T  life,  on  account  of  liis  returning  into  the  NetberUndf,  wu  TeeeUiu, 
OB«  of  tha  «itod  olergymen.  The  conduct  of  his  persecatiog  opponents 
towards  him  was  vile  in  the  extreme.  They  treated  him  as  one  of  the 
foulest  felons.  The  directors,  Uitenbogaerdt,  Episcopius,  and  Grevincho- 
Tins,  sent  him  a  consolatory  letter,  which  closes  thus:  '*  Be  therefore 
courageous,  thou  faithful  soldier  of  the  Lord  of  life.  The  cause  for  which 
you  suffer  is  the  cause  of  divine  truth,  the  cause  of  Christ,  the  cause  of 
God  himself,  thr  most  noble  of  all  causes  in  tlie  world.  Consider  duly  the 
o])iiiifins  maintuiiu  d  by  those  who  furiously  persecute  us,  and  weiifh  in  your 
mijid  tlu'  lioctnncs  which  you  have  professed,  taught,  and  (k  IV  n  kd,  in  oppo. 
sition  to  them,  and  which  you  are  still  ready  t<>  (icft  nd.  J  hen  will  it 
appear  that  you  fight  for  the  glory  of  tite  divine  mercy  to  miserable  mortals, 
for  maiutaining  the  doctrine  of  the  universality  of  the  merits  of  Jesus 
Christ, — the  sincerity  of  Gud,  when  he  culls  men  to  faith,  cuuversion,  and 
f.ih.aii  n, — the  power  and  majesty  of  his  word, — the  righteottsuess  of  his 
jud^iU€ut,~aod  the  neceuity  of  per8eveiu){(  iu  holiness.'' 


the  air  on  a  fine  May  moniinp,  for  the  first  lime  after  a 
long  confioement,  began  to  sing  a  psalm,  whidi  greallj 
nurpriaed  PoppiaSy  who  tud,  *^  Wliai^  nj  brother,  to  yoa 
hsre  yet  courage  enough  to  aing  *^  Why  sfaoold  I  not 
ring,**  said  the  other,  "  on  such  a  charming  day  as  this, 
breathing  the  fresh  air  as  I  do  after  so  many  months'  con- 
fiaemeD^  aod  hearing  the  birda  warble  ao  sweetly  ?  I  nmit 
fndas  God,"  aaid  he,  ^  in  hynna  and  ajnritnal  aonga.* 

Anongat  those  peraons  who  were  called  to  aaflto  at  Ifab 
time,  was  the  brother  of  Episcopius,  whom  we  have  preri- 
oualy  meotioDed  as  having  had  his  house  plundered.  He 
waa  anapeoted  of  having  made  ooUectiona  amongst  the  Ar- 
miniana  in  behalf  of  the  exfled  nnniateiay  and  he  waa  ibei»- 
fore  summoned  to  appear  before  the  magistrates  ;  but  his 
lady,  who  was  a  courageous  woman,  persuaded  him  not  to 
gOy  and  went  herself  to  the  Stadt^hooae,  where  riie  was  asked 
why  her  husband  did  not  appear.  ^  Genlleaen,'*  aaid  ah^ 
h  ia  throQgh  my  intreetiea  and  persnaaiona  that  he  doea  not 
appear  before  you;  for  apprehending  that  he  might  be  com- 
mitted to  prison,  and  not  having  yet  recovered  from  the 
injury  I  austained  in  my  health,  fiom  the  plundering  of  oar 
honae^  I  am  not  prepared  to  meet  a  aeoond  ahock  in  the 
incarceration  of  my  husband;  and  I  appeal  to  you  as 
gentlemen,  in  this  instance,  to  yield  to  the  feelings  of  a 
woman  and  a  wife,  to  promise  me  that  he  shall  not  be 
committed  to  priaon;  but  if  yon  will  not  concede  thisy 
whale?er  may  be  the  conaeqnence  of  my  pennaUng  in  pt^ 
venting  liis  coming  before  you,  I  myself  am  prepared  to 
endure  it,  though^  it  were  the  loss  of  all  our  property, 
and  I  were  even  to  go  to  death  itselC  But  no  pibmiae 
could  ahe  extort  from  the  magiatratea^  that  her  hnaband 
ahould  not  be  confined ;  and  they  began  angrily  to  charge 
the  Anniiiiaiis  with  violating  the  orders  contained  in  the 
proclamations  ^  when  she  replied,  "  If  you  wish  your  pro- 
clamations to  be  obeyed,  you  oo^t  not  to  iaaoeany  that 
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axe  in  direct  oppotUioii  4o  the  eomnieiidB  of  Chcist^  We 
ou^l  to  obey  him  father  than  aian.*'     Will  yoa  not  then 

desist  holding  your  meetings,"  it  was  said,  "  although  they  are 
prohibited  by  the  government?"  She  replied,  "  the  apostles 
were  alio  forbidden  to  proach,  but  they  did  not  forbear  on 
that  aceonnt  The  Papists  forbad  the  Protestants  likewise, 
and  bnmed  many  who  did  not  attend  to  their  prodUunationsy 
and  yet  the  Protestants  ditl  not  cease  preaching.  The  com* 
mands  of  God  must  be  obeyed  before  those  of  men." 

Some  of  the  magpstralM  ware  very  foriooa  against 
Bissohop,  and  decSaied  that  he  ought  to  be  qnaftared,  and  hia 
limbs  placed  on  the  g^tes  of  the  city,  as  a  warning  to  others. 
The  sequel  was,  he  was  forced  to  escape.  But  before  de- 
pailhigyhewioteanexeulpatoiyletter  to  a  gentleman hytfae 
name  of  Boom,  one  of  the  senators  of  Amsterdam,  and  his 
particular  friend,  in  which  he  assigned  a  reason  for  not 
answering  the  summons  of  the  magistrates.  We  shall  not 
give  the  whole  of  its  contents,  but  translate  the  foUowing  pas- 
sages^  As  to  the  snlgect  of  religion,  in  which  I  ocnfess  I  ML 
mysdf  deeply  interested,  I  hare  diligently  investigated  its 
principles,  and  am  persuaded  that  the  opinions  I  have  adopted 
are  not  the  result  of  blind  attachment  to  creed,  and  I  should 
never  be  afraid  to  appear  befbie  either  msgistrates,  minister^ 
or  elders,  to  give  an  aecoont  of  them,  under  suitable 
stances.— xis  to  the  fact  of  my  having  shown  love  and 
charity  to  my  oppressed  and  persecuted  brethren,  J  beg 
leave  to  say  that  it  is  tnie;  and  that  my  being  threatsned 
wilh  either  the  rack  or  the  gallows,  shall  not  prevent  me 

from  administering  to  the  wants  of  a  suffering  friend  or 
mmister.  And  whilst  I  declare  that  in  so  doing,  I  hare  no 
other  olgect  in  view,  than  that  of  preventing  ]»oua  and 
h(dy  men  fiom  perishing,  who  have  been  expelled  fiom  their 
country  on  account  of  maintaining  an  unstained  conscience; 
I  have  also  a  full  persuasion,  that  in  the  last  day,  when  I 
shall  appear  before  the  Son  qf  God,  my  righteous  judge,  I 
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thall  be  justified  on  acooimt  of  this  act,  thougli  now  con* 

demned  for  it  by  the  inquisitorial  proclamations  of  meD." 
He«  then,  hastened  to  Antwerp,   where  he  was  some 
lime  after  followed  by  his  wife  and  children.   Before  her 
departure^  howerer^  two  of  the  aldermen  entered  the  hooae^ 
and  made  a  seafcfa  amongst  his  papers,  supposing  that  they 
could  discover  certain  documents  containing  matters  to  be 
made  the  subject  of  charge  against  him.    Upon  one  chest, 
which  they  were  nnable  to  open,  thej  set  the  dty  seal,  and 
after  twelve  days,  again  retnrnlBd  and  opened  it;  hot  finding 
it  nearly  empty,  llioy  chained  her  with  haviug  opened  it, 
though  the  seal  was  unbroken.    This  she  denied,  saying, 
**  ehe  had  no  knowledge  of  ita  having  been  touched  by  any 
person.**   **  Then,^  aaid  they,  ^  it  has  been  opened  withont 
your  knowledge.**    "  If  so,  gentlemen,  she  replied,  I  cannot 
be  expected  to  give  any  account  of  it**    A  report  was  soon 
^read  abroad,  that  ahe  had  broken  the  city  seal,  wan 
amated  on  account  of  it,  and  was  to  be  aent  to  prison,  and 
branded  with  a  hot  iron.   The  moment  this  lady  heard  this 
rumour,  she  dressed  to  appear  in  })ul)lic,  and  walked  up  and 
down  the  city  for  some  time,  and  by  this  means  prevented 
it  ftom  being  spread  any  further.  limborch,  who  was  the 
grandson  of  this  lady,  evidently  took  pleasure  in  reeonntui|^ 
the  courageous  acts  of  this  heroine,  -  and  has  given  a  very 
lengthened  account  of  the  privations  she  and  her  husband 
endured  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  Arminianisnu 

The  following  year,  Bisschop  hearing  that  there  waa  « 
change  in  the  magbtracy  of  Amsterdam,  and  that  many  of 

•  When  Sspnia,  Uie  minister  iiMnUoned  ia  the  note  at  ptgv  401, 
amiCed,  tbii  UAj  met  him  b«hig  oondueted  to  priiim  besHlj  dufaiccL  8im 
bvfri^d  to  Uie  •h«lff,aadiiid,MyiiHMr,  wby  do  yoa  Ifans  bM  a  mlaiilv, 
«•  If  ht  wsm  a  tUef  or  a  mnrdecir )  mj  voiy  m«1  U  la  agony  to  aco  it. 
XooM  him,  Sir,  he  will  not  endeavour  to  escape,  end  Imjielf  vill  give 
Iwll  for  him."  Dnnigt  gevoHgtnU  m  hfydM  miikmai  turn  DamMcmi  St^mm^ 
Beikmuir  if  H,  EvanfeUuma  im  ie  RMMMUfrMfacAe  ffemmUe  Jn»  CkriM 
tmitft  KtwUi  ttntU  mitvkt  Bnnmh  Godrakl,  in  4tO.,  titl. 
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those  lecentty  elected  weie  Ins  Mende^  he  ▼eotored  to 

return  to  that  city,  and  was  kindly  received  by  thcra,  and 
shielded  from  the  persecuting  bigotry  ot  his  oj)ponent8. 
For  when  some  of  the  latter  appeared  againet  him,  enquiring 
whj  he  was  not  treated  with  eeTerity^  it  wae  asked  in  reply, 
by  one  of  the  aldermen,  whether  they  ought  so  to  treat  a  re- 
put  able  mau,  a  virtuous  citizen,  and  an  honomable  meicliant, 
who  had  always  conducted  himself  in  the  moet  peaceable 
menner^  end  who  had  akeady  suffered  so  ttnch?**  The 
lenity  shown  to  him  by  some  of  the  magistrates,  especially 
by  his  friend  llic  senator  Boom,  who  was  now  the  |)iesideiit 
of  the  court,  greatly  exasperated  the  clergy ;  and  they  were 
determined  to  bring  the  ecclesiastical  arm  of  power  lo  bear 
npon  him,  as  fiur  as  they  could.  For  this  purpose  they  . 
sent  the  beadle  of  the  church  to  summon  him  before  the 
consistoiy,  but  on  his  refusing  to  answer  to  the  citation, 
certain  ministers  waited  upon  him,  which  was  to  prepare 
the  way  for  his  being  excommunicated.  In  their  several 
interviews  with  him,  they  urged  him  to  appear  before  the 
consistory,  stating  that  they  admitted  he  knew  the  truth  in 
part,  and  they  were  anxious  to  instruct  him  yet  more  fully 
therein,  and  in  this  way  show  the  desire  they  felt  lo  pro- 
mote his  salTation.  Bisschop,  who  appears  to  have  been 
an  intelligent  man,  understood  what  was  meant  by  this  arro- 
gant and  insulting  assumption,  that  is,  that  Arminianism 
included  only  some  few  principles  of  evangelical  truth,  and 
he  who  embraced  it  was  only  in  an  incipient  state  of  ao- 
quainlance  with  divine  subjects;  and,  consequently,  that 
the  higher  and  more  perfect  state  of  information  consisted 
in  receiving  the  dogmas  of  Calvin  and  Beza,  which  then,  as 
nmce,  by  some  persons,  have  been  designated  The  Ctotpel, 
Bisschop  seemed  determined  to  retort  this  aOVont,  and  said. 

Gentlemen,  do  you  believe  I  am  capable  of  acting  other- 
wise than  I  do      "  I  would  to  God,**  said  one  of  them, 

that  yon  did.**  The  lormer  replied,   but  if  God  willed 


CHAPTER  Xf. 


tlMt  I  ibooldi  eovki  I  mist  Im  wHl?"  I  am  mm  to 
hesrjov  talk  Bo»**iejmed  the  otlMT.  ^'ThatMiMtaBanmrar 

to  my  question,^  said  Bisscbop,  "  and  I  wait  your  reply." 
The  minister  answered,  suppose  you  cannot  resist  his  will, 
that  doM  not  lender  jon  gtultlest,  you  could  do  it  in  Adam." 
^  I  do  not  uk  yon,  Sir,  whet  I  ooold  do  in  Adam,  bat  I  ask 
yon  to  riiow,  upon  yoor  own  praM^ples,  how  yon  can,  with 
justice,  excommunicate  me  for  not  doing  that  which  you 
admit,  if  not  so  done,  ia  the  result  of  the  difine  appoint* 
meat"  Of  comee  Una  lemaik  leafted  hia  doom,  aa  he  wm 
eonaidered  as  being  blinded,  and  hica|Mfale  of  receiving  the 
more  perfect  information  and  light  of  The  Gospel  ^  it  was 
intended  to  convey  to  him;  and,  therefore,  the  miniatex 

•  The  bigot#d  and  lifVHit  wmmfHion  of  our  goo4  Caltinistic  fnm^t 
la  which  they  were  foroMily  aeeailMMMi  to  cl&im  a  saperior  degnB  wt 
knowledge  and  the  sole  poMMkm  of  the  Gospel,  u  flat  <i«cUaing  amongst 
th«  more  intelligent  and  liberal  of  that  bodj  in  the  present  day,  and  is  now 
biosdly  put  forth  oaly  by  the  hyper<geBtlattMi  of  The  SpirHml  MfaMm, 

Otto  of  the  finest  rebttkes  of  this  arrogant  assnmpUon  i<;  reported  to  haT« 
been  given  by  the  late  venenble  Earl  Fitzwilliam.  This  gentleman  was 
applied  to  by  oeitsin  persons  of  this  high  school  for  a  piece  of  groand  to 
build  a  chapel  npon,  in  a  village  -^vbirli  the-  writer  well  knows,  "  in  order," 
they  said,  to  introduce  the  Goitpel  ialo  the  place."  "  Introduce  tbo 
Gospel  ?"  said  tke  earl, "  why,  Sif%  for  my  own  part,  I  had  always  thought 

that  the  clergyman,  Mr.  ,  preached  the  Gospel.    And  should  you  not 

allow  that,  you  must  be  aware  that  the  followers  of  Mr.  Wesley  have  a 
chapel  there,  and,  pray,  do  you  intend  to  say  that  they  ilo  not  y>reaoh  the 
Gospel  ?"  Whatever  the  parties  thought,  they  saw  it  would  not  be  pnident 
to  reply  in  the  affirmative.  The  sequel  was,  they  were  politely  dismissed, 
without  obtaining  that  for  which  they  had  applied.  That  tlic  conduct  of 
thi.s  late  venerable  nobleman  was  not  the  result  of  opposition  to  sectaries, 
but  an  intended  rebuke  of  bigotry,  will  be  seen  from  t!ir  folIowinEr  statc- 
nient.  Some  Wcsleyans  had  previouslv  fipplicc!  to  hirn  <br  a  pieor  of  land 
in  another  village,  on  which  to  en  ct  a  buildiuL;  for  tlic  twofold  }>ur]^ose  of 
teaching  a  school  and  preaching  in  it.  Having  promised  to  cr.vnt  them 
their  request,  he  enquired  how  the  cost  of  its  crertfon  was  to  ix-  mei,  when 
he  was  informed  that  the  building  would  be  \  enud  ni  trustees,  who  innde 
tbemielres  reipo&tible  for  the  ex|)ensea.  The  old  gentleman  hearing  this 


M£MOIBS  Of  EFl&COPIUS.  439 

Swakiuii%  according  to  limbon^  8dded»  ^  w»  can  d6  no 
aaore  with  yon,  you  are  a»  a  deaf  dog;  we  ihaU  leave  yon, 
therefore,  to  the  chorch,  to  do  thai  which  it  judges  proper 

to  be  done." 

Bisscbop,  howevei)  was  determined  before  they  left  hha 
to  tell  them  the  principal  caiue  why  he  could  not  tetam 
to  them  agaiDy  and  thsrefoie  atated,  ^  that  it  was  theb 

cruely  bigoted,  aud  perseculiog  cooduct  towards  their 

InrtMitlj'  itld«  *  Thtn  jm%  w  6tmn  at  troftoe^  and  mj  wn  iIkV*  which 
WW  of  coune  a«m%  wmd  hii  aoM  end  that  4tf  Iht  pnnnt  «il  aM  la  Ihi 

troft  dead  at  this  day* 

The  aasiunptilm  of  a  mofe  perfect  knowledge  of  (JW  Go^d,  as  ideatUMI  wlUi 
an  adoption  of  the  opinions  uf  CalTin  and  Beza,  will  not  of  eoima  be  given 
«p  withont  tome  lingering  feelings  of  attaehoM&t  to  audi  aa  tMamed  eml- 
aenoe  of  attaiment,  bf  those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  advance  it| 
and  bBMe  the  editon  of  7%t  Etimtic  Mtirim^  in  their  number  liMr 
Febmary,  1805,  when  commenting  oa  the  works  of  the  late  Alexander 
Knox,  Esq.,  who  seemed  to  have  had  very  strong  Arminian  propenstticai  and 
pnt  forth  Arminian  statements,  say  of  hhn;  **Hia  inteliectaal  laafa  was 
lofty  rather  than  eomprehensive,  the  current  of  his  AMghls  fan  mom  das]^ 
than  clear ;  he  is  any  thing  but  snperfdal,  yet  there  are  shallews  every  now 
and  then  in  his  reasoning."  We  si^pMC  if  the  paradox  may  be  allowed, 
that  these  thafltwt  appear  when  he  gets  into  the  <lfeps  of  Calvinism.  Still» 
however,  there  are  great  concessiODs  to  Arminianism  in  the  above  state* 
ment.  Formerly  it  woold  Iiave  run  thus.  Hlx  intellectual  range  was 
liwiited  rather  than  comprehensive ;  the  current  of  his  thoughts  ran  more 
muddy  than  cleai ;  he  is  very  superficial,  and  shallows  emitanHy  appear  in 
his  reasoning. 

Such  penons  as  the  writer,  who  does  not  know  how  to  recon(  lie  the  idea 
of  "  a  moral  administration  terminating  in  eternal  reward';  and  punish- 
inents,"  as  president  Edwards  of  America  did,  with  his  syslt  in  <>(  absoluU' 
predestination  not  to  be  distingnithed  from  the  phiiotiopiucal  mctssity  af 
Hartley,  Hume,  and  Priestley,"  must  always  be  considered  by  iIk  adnnr*  r; 
of  this  American  author,  as  exhibiting  xhalJon-*  in  llieir  reasoning,  whea 
incapable  of  uniting  such  oppositss.  Bern  Bisschop  seems  to  have  l>een  one 
of  these  muddy  tkaUow  hm.'Ae^  persons,  and  was  accordingly  g^ven  up  as  a 
deaf  dog,  and  incapable  of  hearing  and  receiving  the  more  perfect  degrees 
of  knowledge  designed  to  be  conveyed  to  him  by  the  instmctions  of  the 
Dutch  Calvinistic  ministers,  who  thus  declared  that  *'  though  he  could  not 
resist  the  will  of  God,  he  was  not  guiltless  on  that  account,  seeing  that  he 
ooaid  obey  that  will  in  Adam.** 
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twethfeii,  the  Remonstrant  rainislers,  whicli  presented  liioi 

from  luukiijg  upon  them,  as  having  that  measure  of  Ohiis^- 
tUnity  that  could  induce  him  to  listen  to  them  af  in- 
itnictors.''   They  repliedi    thai  the  punisbmeDt  inflicted 
upon  the  Remonstrant  ministera  wis  done  by  the  citO  antlio- 
rities,  Miul  not  by  them."    "  Yes,  yes,  gentlemen,  1  imiitrr- 
stand  you,"  he  said, "  this  was  the  logic  formerly  used  by  the 
Inquisition,  which  yon,  it  seems  hare  adopted.   Fmj,  was  it 
not  you  that  incensed  the  States,  and  prompted  them  tlms 
to  punish  or  imprison  these  pastors,  yourselves  having  lin^t 
condemned  them  ?    And  is  this  the  part  of  the  Chrislian 
minister?   Gentlemen,  yon  have  already  excluded  me,  con- 
demned the  doctrines  I  hare  embraced,  and  require  me  to 
give  them  up,  which  I  cannot  do.**   Having  said  this,  be 
was  informed,     that  because  he  did  not  ciioose  to  change 
bis  sentiments,  he,  with  several  others,  would  shortly  be 
publicly  excommunicated.**   "  Fray,**  said  he^    have  you 
seketed  the  present  period  to  do  this  in  order  that  we  may  be 
marked  out  and  murdered  by  a  furious  inob,  whom  you,  by 
your  sermons  have  excited  against  the  Kemonstrants,  inti* 
mating  that  the  whole  body  are  implicated  with  the  conspira- 
tors against  the  life  of  Prince  Maurice;  which,  certainly,  is 
as  unjust,  as  it  would  be  to  charge  the  whole  Calvinist  parly 
with  being  accessories  to  the  crime  of  Poltrott,  who  shot  the 
Duke  of  Gnisel**     No,**  said  the  other,  we  wiU  not  exdle 
the  people  against  you,  but  exhort  them  to  pray  for  yoo.* 
That,"  said  he,  "  will  he  lixiiif^  a  mark  upon  us,  and 
prompting  them  to  attack  us ;  and  allow  me  to  say,  that  if 
we  are  thus  to  be  publicly  excommunicated  by  you,  do  it, 
however,  in  such  a  manner  that  you  may  be  able  to  answer 
for  it  before  God,  and  in  that  way  you  should  wish  it  to  be 
done  to  yourselves.'* 

A  similar  attempt  was  made  upon  his  brother  Jan 
Bisschop,  but  the  business  was  despatched  much  sooner 
with  him*   For  the  minister  Smoutius,  who,  says  Limborch, 
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was  very  fieiy,  dictatorial,  and  magisterial  in  his  manner, 
fhidin<^'  thai  this  gentleman  demurred  at  his  request  thai  he 
shoul4  appear  before  the  syuod^  at  once  turned  upon  him, 
and  saidy  Pray,  Sir,  whom  do  yon  take  me  to  be,  that  yoa 
thua  dare  leAise  ?"  ^  Why,*>  said  the  other  calmly,  I  take 
yon  to  be  that  servant,  who,  it  is  said,  when  hU  hrd  delayed 
his  cominf/^  ber/an  to  heat  (he  men-ttervanis  and  maidens.^* 
This  fixed  bis  destiny,  aud  that  of  his  good  lady,  who  was 
the  danghter  of  one  of  the  senators  of  the  city.  These, 
with  the  secretaiy  of  the  admiralty,  Lawrence  Jacobson 
Real,  and  some  others,  making  the  number  of  ten,  were  ac- 
cordingly publicly  excommunicated.  A  curious  ineident  is 
stated  by  Limborch,  as  taking  place  soon  after  it  was  done^ 
which  we  shall  here  relate. 

A  Dr.  Samnel  Koster  having  heard  the  form  of  excom- 
munication read,  left  the  church  shortly  afler;  when  he  was 
met  by  a  gentleman  whom  he  knew  to  be  a  bigoted  Calvinist, 
who  accosted  him  thus;  "  Well,  is  there  any  news?"  News! 
yea,  indeed,**  said  the  fonner, and  of  a  very  serious  kind  too, 
and  I  am  glad  that  I  am  not  a  party  in  the  affidr.**  The 
curiosit}  ui  the  other  was  strongly  excited,  and  he  exclaimed, 
**  What  is  it?  What  is  it?"  "  Why,"  said  the  doctor,  "  I  have 
jost  come  from  the  new  church,  where  I  have  heard  ten  per- 
sons of  hononrsble  and  unblamable  character  assigned  to  the 
devil;  and  you,  Myn  Heer,  know  that  the  devil  is  an  obstinate, 
stupid,  selfish  fool,  who  always  lakes  care  to  get  what  lias 
been  consigned  to  him.  And  as  I  apprehend  that  those 
who  have  done  it,  will  have  some  difficulty  in  fairly  handing 
Ihem  over  to  him,  I  greatly  feu  that  he  wiU  indemnify  him- 
self,  by  taking  them  in  their  stead."  The  other  instantly 
marched  o&  without  making  any  reply.* 

*  fa  scTeral  instances  the  Contra- Remonstrants  received  severe  rebukes  on 
account  of  their  bigotry  and  rigid  opinions.  A  facetious  and  satirical  man, 
bj  the  name  of  Robert  Robertson,  who  did  not  belong  tn  the  Rt  mrmst rants, 
nas  net  one  day,  while  walking  on  the  beach  at  Uorn,  bj^  two  Calvioitt 
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When  the  partieulais  of  the  exconnmnitcation  of  these  per- 

80DS  reached  Episcopius  in  France,  he  immediately  addressed 
along  and  learned  letter  to  them,  in  which  he  vigorous^>  and 
trinmphantlj  refuted  the  arguments  adduced  by  the  mintster 
in  support  of  this  act»  as  thef  wene  atalod  by  him,  prior  to 
his  resdmg  the  fom  of  exconummiestion ;  and,  therefore, 
showed  it  to  be  a  vain  and  foolish  assumption  of  power. 
This  letter  was  afterwards  published  without  his  knowledge^ 
under  the  title  of  NieHghefft  con  dem  CtMmaokm  ham  f 
or,  The  InmUditf  qfCahimtUe  EjBcammwdemiim* 

On  a  review  of  the  conduct  of  the  Calvinist  ministers  pre- 
sented in  this  chapter,  who  thus  excited  the  civil  pov\ ers  lo 
persecute  their  feUow-Christians  and  brother  ministers,  with 
the  methods  they  adopted  to  gain  and  give  informadon 
against  them,  in  order  that  they  might  be  committed  to  a 
dungeon,  and  the  satisfaction,  nay,  exultation,  they  mani- 
fested on  such  occasions^  we  think  the  reader  will  admit 
with  as  thai  it  deserves  the  sererest  Tq>rDbation.  This  is 
especially  the  ease  in  reference  to  the  eondaet  of  Triglandiua, 
who,  when  dining  with  some  of  his  friends,  and  hearing  that 
Wclsinjj:,  the  AruiJiiiai:  clergymai},  was  brought  lo  the  Hague 
as  a  prisoner^  ezultiDgly  and  impiously  exclaimed  at  table; 

mlaiitefB,  who  knowing  the  diipMUion  of  the  man,  were  disposed^  aayt 
BnuMlt,  t9  joke  wilh  him ;  and  they  ucotted  him  tbos, "  Well^  Bobeit»  jod 
seem  very  pensiTe,  what  is  the  natter  with  you  ?"   "  It  is  tme,  Sirs/'  said 
he,    I  am  pensive,  for  I  was  just  conflidering  who  was  the  author  of  sin.^  * 
**  Well,"  replied  the  others,    and  whom  do  you  consider  to  be  its  author 

Why,"  mid  he,**  when  it  was  first  iaUodtteed  into  our  world,  Adam  laid 
tho  Uaine  vptMk  Emf  £w  laid  the  blamo  apoa  tho  mrpent,  who,  at  that  time 
was  very  young,  %iifirant,  uid  modest,  and  hore  the  charge  in  silence,  but 
having  become  more  experienced  and  daring,  be  has  been  to  the  Synod  of 
Dort,  and  laid  the  blame  upon  God.^* 

That  many  of  the  members  of  the  synod  and  the  Calvinists  of  the 
Continent,  did  in  that  day  charge  God  with  being  the  author  of  sin, 
the  eccUsinstical  history  of  that  period  furnishes  decisive  evidcucc.  One 
inbtant  u  in  proof  of  the  oorrectneet  of  thi4  statement  we  chall  ittbtequonUj 
noiice. 


MEMOiBS  OF  Emcont's, 


448 


God  be  praked  that  this  rogue  i8  taken !  had  I  known 
it  an  hour  sooner,  I  shoold  have  sent  information  of  it 

to  my  wife,  who  would  iiavu  esteemed  it  as  tho  most  in- 
teresting news  she  ever  heard  in  her  life.  If  none  of  these 
IbUows  [AmiinieD  minialera]  bare  yet  worked  in  the  bride- 
weU,  rU  take  ease  tbat  Oiis  Welsing  shall.  Come;*  siuid 
he,  ^  fill  the  glasses^  such  news  is  worth  rejoicing  oyer/* 
He  then  drank  off  a  bumper  of  wine  to  show  his  joy  at  the 
9¥enty  in  which  he  was  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  company* 
In  conaezioa  with  this  statement  we  deem  it  right  to  re- 
vind  the  reader  of  the  faet^  that  this  man  took  upon  hioBMlf 
the  office  of  historian  of  the  ecclesiastical  transactions  of 
this  period  in  the  Low-Coimtries.  This  we  are  afraid  he 
did  with  the  design  of  giriag  his  own  colouring  to  the 
alfidia  of  the  ReraonstranlSy  and  we  appr^end  that  the 
principal  part  of  the  nisr^resentations  which  have  been 
advanced  against  them  in  this  country,  are  to  be  traced  to 
his  misstatements. 

In  remarking  on  the  proceedings  of  these  men,  we  shall  ad* 
rert  less  to  their  names  than  to  the  principles  by  which  they 
were  governed,  in  order  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  form 
a  coiTccL  CbliinatL'  of  Lhuir  ll-clings,  as  the  source  of  tliat  con- 
duct which  justly  warrants  us  iu  designating  them  complete 
bigots  and  finished  peraecutors*  In  caaes  of  this  kind,  a 
cultivated  state  of  mind  seems  to  fi>im  no  barrier  againsf 
individuals  acting  so  foul  a  part ;  for  many  of  these  were 
men  of  learning.  This  we  conceive  may  arise  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  persecutor,  while  he  is  engaged  in  his 
dark  woric,  being  actuated  more  by  the  dictate  of  feeling  than 
of  the  understanding;  and  although  the  latter,  viewed  in  the 
abstract,  might  be  considered  as  a  guarantee  against  such 
measures,  yet  the  fact  of  a  person  of  educated  intellect  being 
a  persecutor,  only  goes  to  prove,  that  if  his  judgment  per- 
fi>rms  ita  functions  in  denouncing  such  conduct,  yet  his 
passions  gaining  the  ascendancy  shows  that  the  intellect 
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and  feelings  of  the  man  form  two  distinct  departments,  and 
act  as  antagonist  principles.   In  most  instances  we  should 

conceive,  that  the  violent  calumniator  or  persecutor  of  an* 
other  acts  from  self-love  aiid  wounded  pride,  associated 
with  a  secret  dread  that  the  impugner  of  his  thinkings  and 
opinions  may  at  length  oTOrtlifOV  and  lay  him  piostnte  in 
the  dnst  That  &cts  bear  out  this  statement,  as  bein  g  applie- 
able  to  the  vindictive  feelings  manifested  on  the  part  of  iho 
Contra-Remoustrant  clergy  against  tlieir  Armioian  brethren, 
appears  evident  to  us.  For  having  shown  that  they  were 
conscious  that  they  had  not  the  force  of  argument  wilhin 
their  power  to  silence  their  opponents,*  the  transition  from 
a  dreaded  attempt  at  reasoning  w  ith,  to  that  of  denounc- 
ing them,  was  very  easy ;  and  as  Lhcy  had  the  privilege  of 
calling  in  the  aid  of  the  civil  aathoiity,  to  do  by  the  power 
of  the  sword,  what  they  dare  not  attenipt  by  the  power  of 
argument,  they  availed  themselves  of  it,  and  their  tritunph 
became  complete. 

One  circumstance  we  wish  the  reader  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  moral  character  in  its  most  spotless  fmoB,  which,  in 
other  cases,  comes  to  the  advantage  of  the  alleged  culprit, 
in  this  instance  is  found  to  render  his  fall  more  cci  laiu  and 
violent,  while  he  is  under  the  hand  of  a  'priestly  perse- 
cutor. This  originates  with  the  necessity  the  latter  is  under, 
to  give  the  colour  of  justice  to  the  pioceedbgs  instituted 
against  his  victim,  in  order  to  make  it  appear  that  the  man 
who  is  thus  to  suffer,  is  a  malefactor  of  the  darkest  shade. 
And  this  ghostly  malignant  finds  it  to  be  the  most  summary 
mode  of  accomplishing  his  purpose  to  brand  him  with  infiuny, 
by  holding  him  forth  as  a  foul  rebel  spirit  against  the  truth 
of  God.  Having  thus  wrought  himself  up  to  the  capability  of 
exhibiting  his  viclim  in  this  light,  he  is  prepared  to  denounce 
even  holiness  of  character  and  acting  in  him  a  dangerous 
features  in  his  condition,  tending  to  give  to  the  heresy 

•  Sec  page  335  of  Urn  work. 
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of  his  opinions  a  more  imposing,  extended,  and,  therefore, 

destructive  influence.    Hence  we  find  in  the  case  of  one  of 
the  lleniotistrante  who  was  charged  with  heterodoxy,  in  a 
pio?incial  sjmod,  and  a  vindication  of  him  being  set  up 
by  some  of  its  members  on  the  ground  of  his  pious  and 
holy  conduct,  that  a  luinister  said,     iicliuld,  brethren,  the 
pernicious  effects  of  piety  l*^  when  he  was  followed  by 
another,  who  added,    that  he  was  indeed  of  an  unbhimable 
life,  but  that  no  heretics  could  do  so  much  mischief  to  Ihe 
church,  as  those  who  led  good  and  holy  lives,  because  it 
enabled  them  to  insinuate  themselves  more  easily  into  the 
affections  of  the  people,  and  in  this  way  they  could  success- 
fully diffuse  thw  enrocs.^  Thus  we  invariably  find,  that 
the  history  of  persecution  furnishes  ns  with  proofs,  that  the 
most  pure,  tie v out,  and  lofty  spirits  have  been  the  first  selected 
to  gratify  the  rage  of  the  persecutor  and  the  bigot.  Witness 
the  case  of  Lord  Cobham  in  our  own  countiy,  by  the  Catho- 
lics, and  the  devout  and  holy  Poppius  in  Holland,  by  the 
Calvinists,  who  finished  his  days  in  a  dungeon,  to  satiate 
their  malignity  and  cruelty.   To  us  it  would  appear,  that 
a  person  mote  easily  becomes  a  persecutor,  when  he  acts  in 
concert  with  others,  than  when  alone.  This  arises,  we  appre- 
hend, from  the  influence  of  sympathy  he  has  with  the  members 
of  a  commimity  thus  acting,  bcnig  iutent  upon  the  safety 
of  its  privileges,  while  the  wickedness  of  such  a  deed,  or 
course  of  deeds,  seems  to  lose  much  of  its  guiltiness,  as 
applicable  to  himself,  by  its  being  divided  or  shared  by  a 
larger  number  of  persons.    Thus  it  is,  that  tlie  persecuting 
measures  of  a  community  are  more  violent  and  cruel  than 
those  of  individuals. 

In  looking  at  the  case  of  these  Dutch  ministers,  it  may 
appear  a  starUing  circumstance,  that  men  who  made  soiuid- 
iug  professions  of  superior  attainments  of  truth  and  piety, 
should  be  capable  of  the  acts  thus  attributed  to  them.  But 
(he  reader  has  only  to  recollect  that  sacred  truths  existing 
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in  tbe  miiid  vulj  be  neutnlised  as  to  their  Mnctifying 
efifeet,  by  being  asibcialed  with  eertain  peroicioits  etrois. 

Hciice  an  intolerant  person,  who  is  prepared  to  look  upon 
a  man  as  the  reprobate  of  heaven,  and  sees  in  the  dogmas 
that  he  maintains  the  very  signs  of  that  reprobation,  may 
consider  himself  called  upon  to  crash  the  inflnence  of  eneh 
an  indtTidttal;  and  as  no  method,  is  so  eflbetnal  to  aocom- 
plish  this,  as  that  of  destroying  him,  it  seems  natural  that 
he  should  have  leeourse  to  it  And  if  this  person  is  led 
lo  fln{ipoee  that  a  state  of  acceptance  with  the  Divine  Being 
is  to  be  fimnd  in  his  aAoisrion  of  certain  dogmas,  thoogh 
nnaceompanied  with  any  hallowing  feeling,  such  a  man,  we 
conceive,  is  prepared  to  go  the  most  awful  lengths,  when 
his  opinions  are  attacked,  in  as  much  as  such  a  measure 
tends  to  fliiow  doubt  upon  his  safety,  and  he  necessarily 
becomes  a  fierce  and  cruel  persecutor.  Thus,  unchecked 
in  his  intolerant  designs  by  any  ihmg  like  the  sanctifying 
power  of  religion,  this  defender  of  mere  creed  will  at  once 
show,  in  the  ibry  of  his  zeal,  the  malevolence  of  his  passiona, 
and  the  vindictiveneas  of  his  feelings,  that  pity  is  extirpated 
from  Ids  bosom,  conscience  is  silenced  in  her  court,  mercy  is 
banished  fioni  his  heart,  fellow-feeling  towards  his  brethren 
is  extinguished,  tbe  sacred  name  of  religion  is  used  for  the 
manifestation  of  the  foulest  bigotry,  and  the  sense  of  justice, 
which  might  exist  mth  this  peison  in  other  cases,  assumes 
the  form  of  barbarous  revenge.  And  w  hen  once  be  has 
given  way  to  a  taste  for  cnielty,  he  is  prepared  for  the  most 
ruthless  acts,  and  if  he  can  but  see  his  victim  "  pale  with  the 
paleness  which  a  dungeon  sheds  on  his  lace ;  if  he  can  but 
catch  the  clanking  of  a  chain  about  his  neck,  whidi  a 
Bai abbas  yesterday  wore;  yes,  and  if  he  hear  him  groaning 
under  torments  that  are  the  necessary  schooling  of  obdurate 
wickedness;  tb^  he  can  fill  up  with  ease  what  was  before 
wanting  to  tranquiUize  a  just  rcTcnge.** 

In  proof  that  this  picture  of  the  persecutor's  heart  is  no 
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enicatnre,  let  tlie  reader  take  the  statement  of  a  CalTinistie 

counsellor,  who  said,  "  I  wish  I  were  to  sit  in  judgment 
upon  Uitenbogaerdt  and  Episcopius^  who,  while  seudiug 
Armioian  miniatm  into  Holland  to  preach,  keep  out  of  the 
way  themselrea.  I  would  certainly  condemn  them  to  be 
hanged,  and  take  care  mjsdf  to  see  the  sentence  put  into 
execution."  We  shall  close  these  remarks  on  the  conduct 
of  the  Dutch  Caivinista  of  the  early  part  of  the  8e?enieenth 
century,  in  the  language  of  a  writer  to  whom  we  have  more 
than  once  referred  in  these  pages.  ^  If  churches  and  com- 
munities, as  well  as  individuals,  have  a  future  retribution 
to  fear — if  a  .day  is  to  come  when  the  Righteous  AdminiA- 
Uator  of  humaii  aflGuis  and  the  Head  of  the  Church  is  -to 
make  manifest  bis  detestation  of  ecderiastical  bloodsbed 
and  torments,  shall  the  Church  of  iiomc  stand  alone  at  ihc 
bar,  or  have  no  companion  in  punishmcDt  I  Ought  we  not 
lo  think  more  worthily  of  the  justice  of  heaven  tban  to 
suppose  it?^  * 
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TfiR  prominent  part  wliicli  1  .j>i>co])ius  look  at  the  Synod 
of  JDort,  .s[)r€acl  his  fame  as  u  theologian  aud  scholar  bejond 
the  Netherlandsy  and  bis  residence  al  Antwerp  attracted 
the  attention  of  many  distinguished  and  learned  indi- 
viduals.   Auiongst  these  were  some -meuibens  of  the  Romish 
coromunity,  who  paid  him  very  great  respect.     It  was 
supposed  by  these,  that  the  usage  which  the  Remonstrant 
clergy  had  met  with  from  the  bigotry  of  the  Calvinist 
ministers  of  their  own  country,  \roiild  dispose  ibcm  to  listen 
to  insinuating  invitations  to  enter  the  Catholic  Church. 
Indirect  attempts  were,  therefore,  made  upon  them  for  this 
purpose  at  Antwerp,  and  afterwards  in  France,  when  these 
banished  ministers  had  taken  up  their  residence  in  that 
country,  after  the  termination  of  the  truce  between  the  Spani* 
ards  and  the  Dutch.  In  the  Utter  instance  the  French  Catho- 
lics calculated  upon  success,  grounded  upon  the  refiual  of 
the  Reformed  of  that  kingdom  to  allow  Grotius  to  enter  their 
communion,  unless  he  first  promised  to  abandon  Annini- 
anism.   But  though  the  Remonstrants  bad  been  persecuted 
and  expelled  from  their  country  by  the  Cal?imstic  deigy  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  not  suffered  to  hold  communion  with 
those  of  France,  yet  having  adopted  their  opinions  as  tlie 
fruit  of  patient  investigation  and  a  conviction  of  their  truth, 
they  were  not  to  be  moved  from  a  firm  attachment  to  them,  ^ 
though  sttfiering  banishment  on  account  of  it.  They  there* 
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fote  not  only  rensled  all  socli  insinuAtuig  oflfafs^  bat  actoallj 
tarned  upon  the  parties  who  had  thus  dared  to  tempt  them, 

with  ])o\s  ciiul  tirguments  m  defence  of  Protestantism.  For 
though  they  knew  how  to  eateem  acta  of  iaFour  shown  to 
them  as  atraagen  and  exiles,  yet  when  any  great  point  of 
truth  was  assailed,  they  then  deemed  it  not  right  to  carry 
their  courtesy  so  far,  as  iiol  to  stand  up  and  defend  it. 

An  instance  of  this  will  be  seen  in  the  case  of  Episcopius, 
who  during  his  residence  at  Antwerp,  was  visited  by  Peter 
Waddingna,  professor  of  theology  amongst  the  Jesuits*  This 
gentleman  introduced  himself  by  saying,  that  he  waited  upon 
him  at  the  wish  and  direction  of  the  Dean  of  the  Nun 71c ry- 
chorch,  merely  to  pay  his  respects  to  him  as  a  stranger  and 
a  scholar.  On  thia  occasion  they  had  a  long  conveiaalion 
on  the  certainty  of  iaith,  and  the  authority  of  the  writings 
of  the  Fathers.    This  interview  took  place  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  February,  in  the  year  1620 ;  and  on  the  thirteenth 
of  the  following  June,  they  had  a  second  meeting,  when 
they  had  a  friendly  disputation  on  the  subject  of  justification. 
On   the  tenth  of  October,  Episcopius  was  in\  ited  with 
Uitenbogaerdt  to  the  residence  of  some  gentleman,  to  meet 
the  pensionary  of  Antwerp.   During  thia  viait  Waddingus 
made  his  appearance  in  company  with  his  colleague,  who, 
it  was  afterwards  understood,  was  expressly  invited  for  the 
purpose  of  having  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  Epis- 
copius on  certain  subjects  in  theology.   They  accordingly 
entered  into  a  discourse,  when  the  following  points  were 
discussed,  the  Church,  the  Scriptures,  the  worship  of 
images,  and  tlie  authority  and  infallibility  of  the  pope. 
This  last  interview  waa  the  occasion  of  Waddingus  pro- 
dttcmg  two  letters,  the  one  on  ne  rule  qffaUh^  the  other 
on  The  worship  of  imagen.   These  letters  Episcopius  deter- 
niiucd  to  answer,  but  could  not  accomplish  hi.s  purpose, 
^  until  he  had  setUed  in  Jb  ranee,  when  he  executed  his  design 
in  a  most  masterly  way,  and  refuted,  in  this  publication,  the 
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positions  of  tins  Jesuit  in  favour  of  the  doctrines  and 
worship  of  the  Choroh  of  Rome,  and  sent  a  copy  ui  iht 
work  to  Antmip  to  him.  Ib  tlius  finialniig  our  aecomit  of 
Episoopitia*  lettm  to  Waditingna^  we  haTO  necessarily  bees 
carried  to  a  period  beyond  the  regular  course  of  our  nar- 
rative, aiid,  therefore,  must  now  return  to  notice  the  circuoi- 
stances  attending  the  depaitare  of  the  Remonstnuats  fion 
Antwerp. 

Here  it  maj  be  proper  to  remark,  that  as  the  period  ap- 
proached for  the  termination  of  the  truce  between  the 
Spaniards  and  the  Dutch,  the  exiled  ministers  deemed  it  right 
to'pxepaie  to  leave  Brabanty  before  the  war  recommeoeed 
According]}-,  UiteBbogaerdt,  in  company  with  Bonliiaa, 
went  to  Paris;  i".i)iscopius,  Gievinchuvius,  and  Cupus,  to 
Cologne,  where  £piscopius  made  himself  known  to  Lieonaiw 
dos  MadiuSy  regent  of  ihe  Catholic  college  of  Cologiie^  of 
whom  he  made  enquiries  as  to  the  poesiUlity  of  thdr  being 
permitted  to  reside  there.    This  gentleman  received  him 
very  courteously,  but  gave  him  to  understand  that  they 
would  not  be  allowed  to  have  an  asylnm  there^  which  inii* 
maticm  was  soon  ctmfinned  by  a  declaration  to  the  sane 
effect  from  the  public  authorities. 

On  their  return  to  Antwerp,  they  found  there  Uitenbo- 
gaeardty  who  had  bnmght  informatioii  firom  Paris^  which  de- 
termined them  to  take  np  their  residence  in  Ftoce.  When 
the  people  of  Brabant  learned  that  they  intSDded  te  qeit 
Antworj),  measures  were  adopted  to  induce  them  to  stay. 
This  was  done  with  the  hope  of  making  use  of  them  to  e&ct 
their  objects  upon  the  Nethedandsi  by  exciting  the  penons 
attached  to  them,  toactin  conceit  with  the  Spaniards  against 
their  countr}'.    To  induce  them  to  do  this  they  promisicl  to 
grant  them  the  establishment  of  their  religion  in  certam 
towns  which  mi^t  be  made  subject  to  Spanish  anthori^. 
But  these  mdn,  thoogh  peisecuted  by  their  oountiymsii,* 
had  not  lost  their  love  of  their  Fatherland^  and  received 
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these  ofibn  with  the  strongest  nmi^  of  dtapleiMifey  lad  io*- 
dignantly  ezclaimedy  ^  that  theie  was  not  a  angle  man  of 
thdr  party  who  wodd  stir  a  finger  in  aid  of  the  Spaniards, 
for  all  the  liberty  they  might  promise  them.*'  The  pen- 
sionary of  tiie  city  of  Antwerp  met  with  no  better  reception, 
when  making  a  similar  commnnieaticm  to  Uitenbogaerdty  who 
replied,  *^that  he  must  not  suppose  that  the  people  whom  he 
called  Arminians,  would  give  any  opportuinty  to  their  com- 
mm  enemy  to  invade  th^  native  country  to  the  injury  of 
its  inhabitants.** 

The  answer  Uitenbogaerdt  made  on  this  subject  to  the 
Marquis  of  (2ue\  a,  the  Spanish  minister  in  Tlanders,  will 
show  alike  the  patrioiism  and  high  Christian  principle  of 
the  Remonstrants.  This  gentleman  sent  for  this  clergyman 
to  Bmsselsy  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  indoee  him  to  stay 
in  Brabant,  making  him  large  promises  if  he  would  comply 
with  his  proposal.  A  ftcr  several  remarks  had  passed  between 
them  on  the  subject  of  the  renewal  of  hostilities^  on  which 
occasion  the  maiqnis  could  not  ibibear  admiring  the  taloit, 
the  candour,  and  freedom  displayed  by  this  clerg3rman,  the 
former  stood  amazed,  says  an  historian,  when  he  heard  lliis 
Dutch  diTtne,  who  had  imbibed  all  the  lore  of  liberty  that 
disttngmshed  the  Hollsndem  dmnng  the  time  of  William, 
the  great  Frhice  of  Orange,  make  the  following  statement 
to  him.  "  Now  let  me  say  one  word  to  youi  excellency 
£reely ;  that  is,  that  I  am  not  ignorant  that  your  excellency 
and  other  great  men,  and  even  the  clergy  diemaelvesi  en* 
dearonr  to  keep  me  and  my  brethren  in  this  coontry,  not 
out  of  any  kindness  to  us  and  our  cause.  For  though  I  be- 
lieve you  look  upon  us  to  be  a  peaceable  sort  of  men,  and 
obedient  inhabitants,  and  by  no  means  inclined  to  raise  riots 
and  tumults  under  the  dosk  of  religion,  which  though 
f  inner  experience  may  have  taught  yon  to  apprehend  ftom 
the  Calvinists,  yet  nothing  of  this  kmd  is  dreaded  by  you 
ikom  us.   Nevertheless,  we  are  persuaded  that  you  wish 
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and  bope^  some  time  or  other,  to  avail  jourselFos  of  oar 
tnfloeiiee  with  the  people  of  our  penuaaioDy  who  are  verjr 
aanerous,  to  raise  a  lebeUion  or  ineoffectioii  hy  them  io 
the  cities  of  our  native  coontry  against  the  govemmeot,  aad 

thereby  strengthen  your  hands,  in  the  event  of  hostilities  con- 
tinuing for  some  time.  This  I  firmly  believe  is  expected 
from  as;  as  also  that  w^  who  have  the  maaagemeiil  of  tlie 
affairs  of  the  RemonslrantSf  should  fiom  hence  make  some 
such  attempts,  i  lliiiik  it,  llicrcfore,  my  duty  to  acquaint 
your  exceUeucy  in  the  plainest  terms,  but  with  all  due  re- 
spect)  and  for  the  information  of  the  king,  that  these  expectr 
ations  are  vain,  and  that  the  people  of  our  persnasion  in  the 
United  Ptovinees  wfll  never  be  brought  so  fiur  as  to  attempt 
to  sluikc  off  that  yoke  which  their  new  lords,  by  depriving 
them  of  their  pastorS|  and  consequently  of  the  free  exercise 
of  their  xeligioiii  have  pot  about  their  necfc ;  and  to  ex- 
change  it  for  a  yoke  which  they  judge  to  be  so  much  worseu 
None  of  us  will  advise  them  to  do  it,  and  I  am  sure  they 
u  ould  not  take  such  advice,  if  it  were  never  so  much  in 
their  power ;  for  all  of  them  have  too  much  love  for  liberty, 
and  too  great  an  aversion  to  yonr  nation,  ever  to  be  per- 
suaded to  attempt  it  For  though  both  they  and  we  have 
been  greatly  wronged,  yet  are  we  not  therefore  obliged  to  em- 
brace another  religion,  which  wc  cannot  in  our  conscience 
approve.**  I  am  amazed  at  your  conduct,**  said  the 
marquisy  other  exiles  and  people  diivm  out  of  their  native 
country  have  been  used  to  try  all  means  to  get  in  again, 
and  to  promote  whatever  methods  had  a  tendency  to  that 
end.**  To  this  Uitenbogaerdt  replied,  Those  persons  had 
nothing  in  view  but  their  own  interest  or  revenge ;  but  we 
aim  at  neither,  choosing  rather  to  live  upon  bread  and  water, 
and  in  the  utmost  distress  in  foreign  countries,  than  to  en- 
deavour to  return  into  our  own  by  unlawful  uieans.  For 
we  are  Christians,  and  our  hopes  are  raised  to  a  better 
life ;  and,  therefore^  we  dare  not  do  what  God  has  forbidden. 
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Could  we  be  restored  to  our  counUy  bj  means  of  a  good 
pescei  hj  which  our  religion  sad  prif  ileges  might  be  pra- 

sen'cd,  we  sliouid  then  be  pleased ;  but  if  not,  we  must 
have  patience.'^  "  You  speak  very  plaio/*  cried  the  mar- 
qan*  Yes^  Sir,"  said  the  oCfaer^  I  speak  the  thing  as  it 
is,  to  the  end  that  his  majesty  may  not  count  upon  any  in* 
surrection  or  revolution  to  be  brought  about  by  our  people, 
which  will  never  happen.^ 

After  coorteously  thanking  the  authorities  of  Antwerp 
for  the  ftronrs  shown  to  them,  the  Remonstrants  left  the 
country,  and  first  went  tD  IIuucli,  where  they  staid  a  little 
time,  and  th en  departed  lor  Paris.  Some  of  them  subsequently 
returned  to  the  former  plaee.  On  this  occasion  the  king  of 
Fxance  published  an  edict,  in  which  he  deelaied  that  he 
allowed  the  Remonstrants  the  same  privileges  as  to  other 
subjects  of  the  States- General  who  resided  in  his  kingdom, 
but  refused  to  permit  them  publicly  to  cdebiate  divine 
wmt&p  amongst  themselres,  it  being  saad|  that  his  miges^ 
was  not  willing  to  allow  a  third  religion  to  be  established 
in  France.  Nevertheless,  Episcopius  was  accustomed  to 
preach  in  the  house  of  Grotius,  it  being  winked  at  by  the 
authorities.  This  circumstance  will  account  for  the  ftict  of 
the  name  of  this  distinguished  individual  bmg  so  firequently 
connected  with  that  of  the  subject  of  these  niemoirs,  aud 
for  the  close  intimacy  which  subsisted  between  them;  Grotius 
himself  firequently  giving  his  jndgmeut  as  to  the  best  mode 
in  which  Episcopius  should  use  his  powerful  pen  on  behalf 
of  the  Remonstrauts,  and  the  cause  of  Arminianism  in 
general. 

After  publiahing  his  reply  to  Waddingus*s  lettersi  Epis- 
copius wrote  a  treatise  for  the  instruction  and  guidance  of 
some  amongst  the  Remonstrants,  in  which  he  showed  that  it 

wm  lawiiil  lur  a  Christiau  to  sustain  the  office  of  a  niagis- 
trale.  This  treatise  n  as  sent  into  Holland,  and  read  with 
great  avidity.   Daniel  de  BrecOi  a  man  of  learning  and 
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Ligli  character,  and  strongly  attached  to  the  Remonslrauts, 
^i^ip^nftfi  an  opposite  opinion  to  Episcopius  on  this  sub- 
jBcty  and  wrolean  mwer  to  his  work,  whioh  he  Best  to  iuB 
in  Fraaoe.  The  latter  nplied  to  tbui  pamphlal  menify  ni 
the  way  of  appending  notes  to  it  in  the  margin  of  the  copy 
8€nt  to  him,  and  then  returned  it  to  the  author.  Shortly 
afier  he  wee  earnestly  solieiled  by  Grotius*  to  publish  some 
remarks  upon  the  eloeing  part  of  the  eighth,  the  wholo  oC 
the  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  chaptem  of  St  FwaHPs  Epietle 
to  the  Romans,  which  he  accordingly  did.  f    He  then  en- 
gaged in  another  work,  being  a  refutation  of  a  book  nrrittea 
hy  a  Jeaiiity  named  honnjaiM,  under  the  folkiwing  ^e^Admet 
Ofiof^kUllelifiicHiimdFaithmigkitabeadopieeL  Aaneoii 
as  Grotius  heard  of  his  design,  he  expressed  very  great  sati^ 
faction  at  the  circuoistancc,  and  immediately  wrote  to  him, 
sajriagy    (hat  it  was  hie  judgment  that  he  ought,  while 
fnreparing  thia  writings  to  lefeto  the  aentimenta  of  thoee  who 
maintained  the  prindplea  of  Caaaander,  %  who  aaaerta,  aSnd  ee* 
deavours  to  prove,  *  tliat  those  who  reject  the  greater  part  of 
the  errors  of  the  Church  of  Kome,  are,  nererthdess,  not 
bound  from  thM  cigcnmatance  to  quit  its  comnmnion.'  In 
doing  thiS}"  aaje  Gioliiiii    it  ia  my  judgment  that  yon 
dioii)4  bfing  under  etmaftdemlioo  the  two  feOowfaig  peinla; 

•  Epistola  Eoclesiafltice  et  Theologies,  p.  eai. 
f  See  Episcopii  Op«FB,  TpL  jL  part  ii. 

X  This  gentleman,  who  WM  bam  ia  1516,  in  the  island  of  Cadsand,  wat 
a  Catholic  divine^  and  endeavoured  to  unite  the  Papists  and  Protestants,  or 
rather  to  bring  orer  the  latter  to  the  Church  of  Rome.  He  was  very 
learned,  modest,  and  amiable.  As  is  usual  with  the  person  who  undertakes 
to  arbitrate  between  contending  parties,  he  offended  both.  The  positions 
he  advanced,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  Protestants  might  lawfulljr  enter 
tlie  bosom  of  the  Papist  Church,  offended  them,  as  will  be  seen  by  Grotius 
wishing  Episcopius  to  attack  those  stated  in  the  text ;  while  the  concessions 
lie  made  to  the  Protestants  to  reconcile  them,  offended  the  Catholics,  and 
some  of  hia  work*  wece  ceniwwl,  and  otiMn  condtmswi  b>  the  Council  of 
Tront. 
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first,  *  whelhar  an  act  in  itself  justifiable,  namdljr,  to  exhibit 
a  visible  Ibrm  of  wonliip  in  tha  holj  iaeraneot,  becomes 
Tiii]a(wfbl  on  aeeount  of  the  intorpretadon  given  to  it  by 

the  heads  of  a  church,  who  say,  that  such  an  action  has 
Christ  for  its  object,  as  really  present  under  the  consecrated 
bread,  as  well  as  being  also  the  visible  ngn  itself.'  The 
second  is,  *  whether  any  person  can  lawfully  attach  himself 
to  a  community,  whose  rulers  declare  that  the  admission  of 
cerlaiu  doctrines,  which  he  disappro¥es,  is  necessary  to  a 
comnranum  with  them,  though  they  do  not  leqnire  lirom 
individual  members  an  open  and  nneqiuvocal  avowal  of  the 
same.'**  Episcopius  drew  out  a  drafl  of  this  intended  work, 
which,  however,  he  never  completed,  being  prevented,  un- 
doubtedly, by  the  multiplicity  of  has  engagesMnts* 

In  the  year  192$,  prior  to  the  meeting  of  a  provincial 
synod  of  the  Calviiust  miniBters,  to  be  held  at  Charenton ; 
Uitenbogaerdt,  Episcopius,  and  souk;  other  Remonstrants 
purposed  to  apply  for  leave  to  appear  in  it,  in  order  to 
give  an  explanation  of  their  aliairs,  on  which  occasion  they 
intended  stating  their  doctrines,  and  giving  an  account  of  the 
treatiiK  iii  they  had  met  with  lium  the  Syuod  ui'  Dort.  This 
circumstance  arose  (torn  the  iiact  of  Stephen  Curcellaeus,  * 
who  subsequently  became  an  eminent  professor  amongst 
the  Remonstrants,  and  was  then  mudster  at  Amiens,  having 
been  ejected  from  his  office,  the  March  preceding,  by  the 
synod  held  at  Chaienton,  because  he  could  not  conscien- 
tiously subscribe  to  the  canons  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  which 
the  French  National  Synod  at  Alez  had  ordered  should  be 
done  by  all  the  ministers  throughout  their  churches.  This 

•  CoToellmi,  wbo  was  that  ejected  from  his  office  by  tbe  French 
CilfiBists,  in  consequence  of  his  attaduMit  to  the  4ootiines  of  Arminiot, 
WiiSdiftinguished  adiolar.  The  editoia  9t  Um  Nouweau  Dictionaire  UiiU- 
fifm  «y  «f  him,  **  Ayant  hi^  di-pose,  il  patm  en  UoUande,  ct  se  fit  ua 
gfiud  aom  pami  les  ProteaUna  Acminicns.  II  pfoAwaa  la  tbeokgie  dans 
km  Mn,  aprte  la  cdlte  Simon  fipiMoptiu.*' 
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geullemau  applied  lo  Uiienbogaerdi  and  Episcopius  for 
asnstance  and  direction^  who,  together  with  Corvinas, 
Oonlart,  and  Francis  ^Or,*  met  at  the  home  of  Dmid 

Tilcnus,  formerly  professor  of  theology  in  Sedan,  and  after 
deliberating  ou  the  subject,  finally  deteriiuQed  upon  drawing 

•  Francis  d'Or,  here  named,  was  a  minister  of  the  RrforiiK<!  Cliurcti  in 
JSrfLiiu  but  had  erabracei!  the  doctrines  of  the  Remonslraiils.  After  Uie  Svnud 
of  Dort,  he  was  c\p  uimIiii^t  the  first  chapter  of  St  James  in  the  prcsc-nc*-  of 
some  of  liis  brother  ministers  of  the  French  Chnrch  ;  and  w  hen  he  cniiic  to 
the  thirteenth  verse,  he  attempted  to  prove  that  God  was  not  liie  lutlior  of 
sin.  His  eolh'aii^iies  were  oflfended  at  him,  and  on  the  following  day  he  war* 
sumraoned  btfore  a  tribunal  of  elergy  and  Itdiy,  deposed  from  his  palpit, 
and  finally  compelled  to  leave  the  town. 

Tilenns,  who  had  been  a  rigid  Calvinist,  wasbronght  over  to  the  doctrine* 
of  Ariiiiiiius  !)>  reading  Uic  works  of  Corvinus.  He  also  was  (.U  pi  st d  from  his 
professorslii])  by  the  same  gentlemen,  and  suhsetjucntly  settUd  in  Paris,  and 
lived  on  his  j/nvate  fortune.  He  became  a  powerful  dcfciitltr  uf  the  senti- 
ments of  Arininius.  Our  king  James,  who  had  concurred  in  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  doctrines  of  the  Remonstrants  at  the  Synod  of  Dort,  sent  for 
Tilenus  to  England,  and  offered  him  a  pension  if  he  would  staj  in  tiris 
country;  and  in  a  conversation  with  him,  strongly  reprobated  the  decrees  of 
the  synod  passed  in  &voar  of  Calvinism.  Tilenus  pnblislMd  a  work  in  do> 
Hmoe  of  die  BaDODttrants,  against  the  members  of  the  Synod  of  Ales,  on 
the  ground  of  their /ai^cfy  and  eaham^omdy  charging  the  Remonetraiitf  with 
Pelagianism,  wheiew,**  he  said,  **  they  beliefed  and  taught  jnat  Hbm  oppo- 
ito  doetiineiy  pfMoUng  against  Manicheism,  without  eoaiwli  at  laalaltfn- 
iag  one  angle  point  oi  the  doctiine  of  Pelagins.  Tbej  helief ed  and  taught, 
*  That  eleetiini  depended  npon  God,  and  not  on  nan ;  that  men  onght  to 
aicribe  to  Hhb  giace  of  (lod,  tiie  hcginning»  the  middle,  and  the  end  of  ereiy 
good  action ;  that  even  legenexated  pexsone  ooold  neither  ftiak,  will,  nor 
do  any  good  thing,  nor  veiiet  any  temptation  to  evil,  widioat  a  prevhmaaBd 
exciting,  a  eoaeeqnent  end  coM)peratiag  giaoe.'  The  BeaMMUtianta  were 
aleoieady  to  eMert,**heiaid,'*  and  prove  four  things  upon  this  head.  1.  That 
in  this  oontrovenj  their  doctrine  eatirelj  agieed  with  that  of  the  piimillvo 
Athene  who  wfote  befbie  Pelagios  was  bom.  %  That  they  did  not  main, 
tain  one  single  point  of  those  articles  which  the  conndls  had  oondfmniwt  in 
Pdngins.  8.  That  the  chief  adversarias  of  Peiagius,  socb  as  St  Aanlin, 
Jemme,  and  othei^  in  their  writings  against  Pslagias  did  not  atlwk  ene 
opinion  maintained  by  Anninins  or  his  Ibllowers.  4.  Tliat  the  iPfnedieal 
gentlemen  of  Dort  and  Alez  openly  opposed  several  points,  which  both  the 
fathcis  and  councils  maintained  in  relation  to  Pslagianism.*'  Bnmii* 
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up  a  document  to  be  presented  to  the  synod,  contuning  a  coni' 
plaint  against  the  Synod  ul  Alcz,  and  sliowing  liow  unsound 
wero  the  premises  on  which  the  decisions  of  the  Sjrnod  of 
Doft  were  fotmded,  and  the  falsehood  of  those  statements 
hj  which  the  character  and  doctrines  of  the  Remonstrants 
were  dtlunicd;  statinf^,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  wished 
to  have  a  conference  with  the  members  of  the  synod,  on 
which  occasion  thej  would  more  fully  demonstrate  the  truth 
of  their  assertions.  Tn  this  document  it  was  declared, that'  if 
these  ministers  consented  to  the  holding  of  such  a  conlurcucc, 
the  Remonstrants  would  go  into  a  full  statement  of  their  aifairs 
and  doctrines,  but  if  they  rejected  the  proposal,  they  should 
Uieo  connder  such  conduct  as  an  evidence  that  the  members 
of  the  synod  wished  to  avoid  enquiry,  and  thereby  showed 
that  they  admitted,  that  neither  their  cause  nor  their  doc-^ 
trines  would  stand  the  test  of  examination/'  Such  an  in- 
iended  measure  on  the  part  of  the  Remonstrants,  while  it 
displayed  their  conrage,  and  the  conviction  they  had  that 
they  were  capable  of  discomfiting  the  mcmljers  of  this 
assembly,  was  not,  however,  carried  into  effect,  as  that  body 
at  that  time  camb  to  terms  with  Curcellseus. 

In  the  same  winter,  Episcopius  composed  a  work  de- 
signated, An  Hv((i^n  tuition  of  the  lyieseff  of  '  Jamcf^  CoficUus,'* 
ProfsMOT  of  Sedan,  in  which  the  latter  profesHcd  to  enter 
upon  an  enquirif  into  the  dilutes  which  had  agitated  the 
LoW'CountHes^for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  U  had 
been  better  to  tolerate  or  suppress  (he  opinions  of  Arminius, 
i 

•  Tn  flib  moA.  tho  writer  decbfes,  that  the  Armlnisns  detract  ttom  the 
IHvine  ^wer,  fay  asierting  that  nan  can  oppose,  aad  effectoaUy  resiet,  the 
DiHoe  Omnipotence.  To  thit  false  jrepfeeentation*"  sajra  Mr.  Niehole, 
**  the  eloqnent  £pii»cupina  fetntned  the  following  answer,  which  is  worthy 
ef  atlwBtlve  considsnlioa :  These  expressicos  are  unappmpriatc ;  becanse 
nelliing  can  Im  detracted  ftwn  Dlt ine  Power,  where  lint  Dirine  Power  Is 
not  exerted.  In  tbe  conwfsion  of  man,  Capellas  snpposss  Ciod  to  employ 
*  his  eitb'miry  power,  whidi  at  all  times,  aud  by  its  own  force,  prodncce  its 
e/Tsd.*  Those  persons  against  whom  ho  disputes,  deny  this  assertion  by 
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This  wviting  of  Kpieoopios  was  aeiil  into  HoUaii^  nd  pob- 
lislied  thm  tnmedkitely.   Soareefy  was  this  wotk  oat  of 

his  handsy  when  he  was  caUed  upon  tx>  defend  the  common 
cause  of  the  Arminiaas,  tigainst  a  lODegade  of  the  name 
of  Nichdas  Bodecbems.  This  mutp  whea  he  aaur  all  the 
good  things  transferred  froos  the  Beaxmstrsats  to  the 
Calvinists,  by  the  condemnation  passed  upon  the  former  at 
the  Synod  of  Dort,  united  himself  to  the  latter  party,  and 
playing  the  psrt  of  a  true  apostate,  begsn  to  abuse  and  de- 
fiyne  his  iDnner  fiiends.  This  he  did  ina  panphlet  beaiiyg 
the  following  title,  Bootntm^Remaiuinmiumi  or,  A  CSmr 
Demonstration^  that  ihe  Remonstrants  in  many  parts  of 
their  Confession^  either  in  deed,  word,  or  method,  agree 
fffUk  ihe  Socimians.  It  appears  that  fifascopivi  had  ao 
rtacf  great  respect  for  this  niaii*s  nental  poweia^  fbr  he  im- 
laediately  replied  to  this  work  in  a  pamphlet  in  Latioy 
entitled,  Jiodecherus  the  Simple;  or,  A  Clear  Demonstra^ 
Hon,  that  Nicholas  Bodecherus  fuu  di^la^d  more  than  ordu 
nmyjlaiterkiff  eervUUy^or  thepmpom  cfgammg  the /aeomr 

the  C&ntra-Remomtranie^  and  hoe  lat^  verfjholukkf  amd 
weakly  aiiempied  to  charge  the  Confession  of  the  Reman* 
strants  tmth  Socinianism, 

About  this  time  Episcopius  felt  indined  to  take  a  toor 
through  the  southern  parts  of  France^  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  becondng  better  aeqoainted  with  the  eonntxy. 

the  subjoiued  ai^tunent :  '  Whererer  Uiat  po^er  ii  cniploved,  itMch^  at  «U 
timeSt  and  by  its  own/orrr,  ^rroducfn  ita  effrrt^  there  is  no  place  It  ft  cither  for 
prpceptp,  prnmi«?f";,  f)r  tlirt  iitrnini^s,  and  tiierefore  none  citlier  for  obedience 
or  disobedience,  for  reward  or  punishraerit.  It  \»  the  will  of  Him  who 
commands  any  tliiiit(,  Ihal  liis  comniauds  should  be  pcrformcil  by  him  lo 
whom  he  i^§nes  those  commands.  But  when  he  perfonnn  that  thin^^  himielf, 
it  IS  not  his  will  that  it  should  be  performed  by  another  j  otli«rwi»e,  be 
would,  at  the  same  time,  l)e  both  inlltug  and  unniiiing  for  it  to  be  perfoimed 
by  another." But  ^^be^ever  no  place  is  left  to  precepts,  there  Is  none  left  to 
obedience  or  disobedience,  and  coaae^uenUy  none  to  promia^t  or  threaten" 
ings,  to  rew&rds  or  punishment.'  ** 
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H«  Bieeofdiiigly  Uh  Fttis  oo  tin  sixtMiilli  of  May,  aad 

returned  in  the  commencement  of  Jul  v.  Immediately  after, 
he  deemed  it  proper  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  subject 
of  the  freedom  of  the  wUL  lie  was  led  to  this,  from  a 
pmnaaioii  tint  ibis  question  stood  intbnately  oomectod 
with  the  doetrine  of  Fkedestiiiation,  and  that  the  one 
could  not  be  rightly  understood,  without  correct  views  of 
the  other.  He  therefore  immediately  commenced  a  work 
on  this  sabjoc^  in  which  he  relnted  the  common  ^^inion, 
which  nudntttins,  that  in  the  mind  of  man  there  are  two 
powers  or  fhenlties,  really  distinct  from  each  other;  namely, 
the  undcrstaxiding  and  the  will.  That  the  understanding 
simply  comprehends,  without  being  able  to  desire  or  will; 
and  that  the  will  only  desiies  and  wills,  without  being  able 
to  comprehend;  and  that  the  mind,  throngh  these  two 
friculties  or  powers,  performs  all  its  operations.  Episco- 
pius  most  ably  refuted  this  theory,  upon  the  following 
grounds;  Yis.,  that,  according  to  it,  one  of  these  two  posi- 
tions must  bo  admitted;  either  that  the  wiU  ine?itably 
Ibllows  that  which  the  understanding  comprehends,  and  as 
all  the  operations  oi  the  understanding  are  necessary,  con- 
sequently, all  the  actions  of  men  are  necessary :  or  that  the 
detswninations  of  the  will  am  in  all  cases  the  result  of  blind 
iiislincti?e impulse;  and,  therefore^  that  all  the  actiona  of 
men  are  the  result  of  mere  chance  and  accident;  both  whicb 
positions  are  equally  absurd.  To  sliow  the  fallacy  of  this 
BYstein,  Episcopius  maintained,  that  the  mind  itself  imme- 
diately both  comprehends  and  wills,  so  that  the  understsnd- 
Ing  ttid  will  are  not  really  two  Amities  and  powers  of  the 
mind,  distinct  from  each  other,  but  two  operations  whicii 
the  mind  itself  originates.  Upon  this  postulate  he  shows 
how  both  the  abore  absurdities  may  be  avoided,  and  in 
what  manner  a  man  may  freely  regulate  his  conduct,  either 
in  accordance  with,  or  in  opposition  to  the  dictate  of  reason. 
This  work  was  not  published  till  after  his  death,  neverthe- 
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lese^  iU  argvment  was  bnmglit  before  the  poUic  the  saaie 
year,  in  eomieqiieDce '  of  Epiaeopiiis  lia?tiig  entmd  into  mm 
exAinhiatioii  of  ibe  sentiiiiaita  of  John  Cameroii,  who  had 

been  professor  of  llieolopry  for  some  years  at  Saumur,  and 
wboae  senlimcnts  on  the  humau  will  some  lbuu|(ht  to  be 
leas  objeciioiiabley  and  involving  fewer  abaordtties,  than 
the  opinion  commonly  muntained  on  the  ineaialibility  of 
Divine  influence.  Basing  bis  theory  on  the  common  o|>utton 
that  the  iindrrstrnidiM^'  utkI  \he  will  were  two  powers  of 
the  miDd,  really  distinct  iVom  each  other,  Cameron  asserted, 
thai  the  will  neceaaaiily  followed  the  apprdiensiovia  and 
deciaiona  of  the'  understanding  i  and  that  the  will  was  de- 
praved only  as  a  consequence  of  the  absence  of  an  enlightened 
judgiiierit,  to  direct  and  impel  it  to  the  perfoniiiincr  ot  Uiai 
which  ought  to  be  done ;  while,  to  produce  a  right  iuoUua- 
tion  in  the  will,  it  was  only  necetsaiy  that  there  should  be 
an  enlightened  judgment,  which  was  to  be  produced  by  the 
removal  of  those  obstacles  that  prevented  the  understanding 
from  luniimg  a  con-ect  apprehcuision  of  things.  For  in  the 
.latter  case,  the  will  would  be  so  powerfully  afiected  by  such 
an  apprehension,  that  it  could  not  ful  to  be  influenced 
thereby  to  choose  that  which  is  right  and  good;  and, 
therefore,  to  secure  the  rcp^cneratiou  of  man,  it  is  ouly  ne- 
cessary that  the  understanding  be  enlightened ;  and  iu  pro- 
portion as  this  is  more  or  leas  efiected,  in  the  same  degiee 
the  conversion  of  man  is  move  or  less  complete.**  This 
theory  Rpiscopius  closely  examined,  and  animadverted  upon 
in  a  small  pamphlet,  proving  most  convincingly,  that  U  was 
-chargeable  with  all  the  absurdities  to  which  the  commonly 
<  received  opinion  was  subject,  on  the  irresistibility  of  Divine 
influence  in  the  conversion  of  man;  and  clearly  demoo- 
fttraled,  that  this  system  made  the  whole  of  man's  acting 
the  result  of  necessity,  seeing  that  all  the  ojierations  of  the 
undinsiaudiug  were  necessary ;  and  that  a  man  nmst  un- 
avoidably conipreheud  clearly  a  matter  dhiiHcUff  placed 
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"belbre  him,  and  could  not  underatand  clearly  ibai  whicli  was 

obfcurely  presented  to  bhn,  but  he  mnst  ineTitably  cotnpre- 
liend  it  as  it  came  before  him.  Since  llien  the  will,  accord- 
ing to  tliGse  positions^  necessarily  follows  the  apprehension 
and  judgment  of  the  undentandmg,  consequently  all  the 
actiona  of  men  are  necessary.* 

This  work  coiilaincd  many  other  p()\s  e'ifai  arguments  in 
relutation  of  the  sentiments  of  Cameron.    It  was  sent  in  the 
form  of  an  epistle  to  a  celebrated  scholar  residing  in  Fmns, 
by  the  name  of  Edmund  Mercer.    This  gentleman  had 
been  educated  in  the  Catholic  religion,  to  which  his  parents, 
who  were  very  opulent  persons,  were  rigidly  attached,  and 
in  consequence  of  his  embracing  the  doctrines  of  the  r^ 
Ibnned  cburcfa,  he  had  forfeited  their  fitvour.   On  bis  sobee- 
quently  exannning  the  writings  of  the  Remonstrants,  he 
adopted  tlieir  sentiments,,  was  pcrscciUed  by  the  ilefonued,  or 
Calvinists,  and  was  actually  reduced  to  great  poverty.  Never- 
theless, neither  the  sufferings  he  endured,  the  scorn  he  was 
anhject  to  from  the  Reformed,  nor  the  entreaties  of  his 
parents,  accoinpaiiied  with  splendid  ])romises  made  by  them, 
to  induce  him  to  forsake  those  doctrines  which  he  believed 
to  be  of  Gody  could  cause  him  to  abandon  them ;  but,  on  the 
eontxary,  he  fireferred  to  live  in  poverty,  with  an  open 
avowal  ul  his  attachment  to  Arminianism,  and  a  good  con- 
science, than  obtain  the  enjoyment  of  riches  and  the  iavour 
of  the  world,  at  the  expense  of  principle  and  peace  of 
mind.    This  person  published  Episcopius*  Letter,  without 
his  knowledge,  under  the  following  title;   A  Letter  of  a 
learned  man  to  Ins  Jriendy  coniantimj  an  emmiiy  mlo  the 
senHmenis  qf  John  Cameranf  an  the  grmce  of  Cody  and  the 
fireeim  of  ike  human  wiiL  Cameron  replied  to  this,  and 

•  Ttie  above  passage,  which  is  liteniUy  traiudatcd  tram  the  Latio  copy  of 
Limborcb's  Life  of  Episcupius,  colkted  with  the  one  in  Dotdi,  it  here  givea 
to  retain  the  order  of  the  narratite,  and  wo  leave  the  reader  to  fona  hia 
judgment  of  the  theories  thus  stated. 
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aageBcrously  charged  Episcopius  with  ?aiuiy,  in  coose- 
<|iiienee  of  the  title  of  Learmtd  mam  beiog  prefixed  to  this 
letter,  as  though  he  had  to  deeigneted  humeel^  when  lie 
must  liavc  known  lliat  it  was  the  act  of  another  person. 

About  this  period  Uitenbogaerdt  and  Episcopius  designed 
payuig  a  visit  to  Uolstelti;  and  Ibf  thia  pvipoee  they  agreed 
with  a  meiehaiil  of  Rouen  to  cany  them  to  QaiHehowef  in 
a  Hambargh  vessel ;  and  they  aeeofdingly  anrhed  in  that 
place  on  the  first  of  September.  They  staid  there  one  night, 
where  they  were  recogniaed  by  the  captain  of  a  ship  £coai 
Ametefdam.  They  than  sailed  te  Ham  de  Oiaeei  wbein 
being  detained  bj  eontfaiy  windsi  Iheir  es|itahi  went  en 
shore,  where  be  met  the  one  from  Amsterdam,  who  asked 
him  ^  if  he  knew  the  persons  whom  he  had  on  board  his 
vessel?"  ^  No^**  he  said,  ^  only  they  appeared  to  be  two  re- 
apeetaUe  peiion%  and  he  supposed  them  to  be  fiMher  and 
son,  having  a  servant  with  them.**  ^  Yon  are  miitaken,* 
said  the  other,  "  the  one  is  Uitenbogaerdt,  the  other  Epis- 
copius,  and  if  you  will  detain  them,  but  especially  the  old 
men,  and  bring  them  into  Holland,  I  can  aasnre  yon  of 
being  lewaided  with  a  new  vessel^  or  what  is  eqnel  to  its 
valne.**  The  captain  heard  this  statemeDt  with  great  sn^ 
prise,  and  immediately  left  the  inn,  axid  hastened  on  board, 
when  be  politely  asked  his  passengers  who  they  wef% 
adding,  that  he  had  a  special  reason  fo  making  the 
qniry."  Uitenbogaerdt  then  Ihmkly  told  him  tbebr  namea 
uiid  circamslances.  The  captain  proceeded  immediately  to 
relate  what  had  taken  place  at  the  inn,  presenting  his  hand 
to  Uitenbogaerdt,  and  promising  at  the  ssme  time,  to  net 
towards  them  with  hononr  and  fidelity;  adding  ^  that  Hw 
treacherons  measuies  he  had  been  eonnselled  to  take  by 
the  captain  fiuiii  Amsterdam,  he  would  scorn  to  adopt,  were 
the  value  of  two  Tessels  ofiered  him,  to  betray  them.**  They 
then  asked  him  what  measures  they  should  adept,  in  the 
event  of  a  Dutch  man-of*war  coming  into  the  port,  sa  it  wan 
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probible  they  might  be  boarded.  He  eaid  they  need  be 

under  no  fear  of  this  taking  place^  as  he  came  from  a 
free  port,  and  was  under  a  neutral  flag;  neither  would  it  be 
cuffered  by  the  French  authorities,  while  they  were  lying  on 
the  coeit  ol  France.  But  Epiacc^ua  and  Uitenbogaerdt 
judged  that  the  Aasaterdani  captain  wonld  give  infonnation 
of  them,  and  that  the  coininandcr  of  a  Dutch  man-ol'-wau 
would  be  disposed  to  risk  all  consequences,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  th^n,  and  obtaining  the  reward  which  he  knew 
woold  be  given  Ibr  condncting  theaa  into  Holland.  They 
therefore  reqneated  the  nNwter  to  watch  the  approach  of  any 
«hip  of  war.  On  the  following  day,  one  hove  in  sight, 
and  they  instantly  prepared  to  leave  the  vessel,  and  landed 
CO  the  French  coast.  Scarcely  had  they  got  aalely  on  shores 
before  a  Dutch  officer  boarded  the  Tessel  which  they  had 
left,  and  having  searched  it,  expressed  great  mortification 
at  not  iinding  them.  Uitenbogaerdt  and  Episcopius  now 
gave  np  their  intended  journey,  and  hastened  back  to 
JBLsmiukf  giving  thanka  to  God,  who  had  thna  enabled  them 
to  eaeapethe  handa  of  their  eneouea.  * 

Episcopius  now  prepared  to  reply  to  Cameron's  letter. 
This  work,  on  which  he  appears  to  have  bestowed  much 
labour,  and  have  put  forth  the  Inll  atrength  of  hia  powers, 
Ike  aent  in  manoacript  to  Grotina  and  Tilenna,  for  thehr 
judgment  upon  it.  Grotius,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother,  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  of  this  work  in  the  fuilovv  lug  words : 
*'£piscqphia  has  learnedly  rqplied  to  Cameron.  I  have 
read  the  mannacript,  and  I  nniat  aay,  that  I  am  aatoniahed  at 

•  That  the  Tpnerable  Uitenhogteidt  had  snffictcnt  reMon  to  dread  falling 
Into  the  hands  of  Maurice,  will  appear  fimn  the  fact  of  the  latter  baviDg, 
«t  the  time  this  minister  mads  Us  escape,  sent  soldiers  to  seareh  bis  house, 
wlio  droTe  their  swords  through  the  beds  where  they  thought  be  might  be 
concealed.  He  also  despatched  others  to  seize  him  on  the  road  by  which 
it  was  supposed  he  might  escape.  And  when  a  report  van  made  to  the 
priuce  that  he  could  not  be  found,  he  exclaimed  with  signs  of  deep  norti- 
ficalios  i    Mow  I  ttell  Mver  ostob  tbe  bird." 
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the  diligence  autl  jutwcr  of  intellect  inanifesfed  by  the 
writer.  '  lu  a  leltcr  to  tiie  author  himself,  he  says,  1  have 
read  with  great  pleasure  and  profit  that  which  yoa  hare 
written  in  reply  to  Cameron.  I  judge  yoor  arguments  and 
answers  to  be  very  solid  and  forcible."  Tilenus  gave  bis 
opinion  of  the  w  ork  Ums.  Certainly  the  arguments  you 
have  advanced  are  sufficient  to  satisfy  and  confound  your 
opponent ;  and  if  they  do  not  xvae  hini|  it  will  only  be 
because  he  is  incurable.  The  work  must  be  published^  if 
no  other  end  were  to  be  accuaiplished  by  it,  than  that  of 
convincing  this  vain  man,*  and  exposing  those  foolish  and 
conceited  notions  that  he  has  of  his  own  importance  and 
capability.**  Episcopius  enoouraged  by  the  judgment  of 
these  two  Icaiiied  men,  sent  his  raannscript  into  Holland,  to 
my  father,  says  Jjimborch,  who  had  married  the  daughter 
of  his  brother,  llem  Bisschop,  requesting  him  to  si^terin* 
tend  the  printing  of  it.  But  on  his  hearing  shortly  aAer, 
that  Cameron  had  departed  this  life,  he  immediately  wrote 
to  Ilolhuui,  IdibuUiing  the  publication  of  it,  assigning  as 
his  reason,  that  it  would  be  ungenerous  to  attack  the 
•writings  of  a  person  who  was  now  no  longer  capable  of 
defending  himself.**  To  this  his  friends  replied,  lliat 
though  Cameron  was  tluaU,  his  sentiments  remained,  .aid 
that  there  were  many  who  advocated  his  doctrines^  and  it 

*  This  •tatemenC  of  Tilcniii,  certainly  not  very  bonooiiUe  to  tbe  fMwj 
of  Cunt roiii>  might  luif e  ■prong  fton  mortified  feelingn  He  imd  bed  ui 
MgnmentaUve  enoounter  wiih  Cameron,  en  the  concnrrence  of  grace  with 
the  bnman  wiU,  In  the  calling  of  men  to  lalvatlon.  Tbe  oonfeicnce  waa 
held  at  I/ble,  «fc  the  eountij  tent  of  If.  Qrualott  near  Orleeaa.  It  con- 
meneed  on  tlie  twentieth,  and  condnded  on  tiie  twenty-eigbth  of  Aprils  HOUK 
Two  of  Cameion*e  dcacipiee,  Lewia  Capellni  and  Do  la  MiUetieiCk  took 
notety  and  gave  their  venion  of  the  dispntation,  to  the  dimdvantage  of 
Tilennt,  who  was  not  faronred  like  hii  antagooiat  with  the  help  of  fricnda 
to  make  minntee  on  the  oeoasion.  This  may  acconnt  Ibr  the  above  aeron 
remake  on  this  learned  Seotolwian,  for  sich  he  ceilalnly  ww^  liaving  d»> 
ItTcred  Icctoita  on  tbe  Greek  language  when  he  was  twenty  yrara  of  age. 
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was  uecessary  to  ])riut  the  work  to  imdecetve  them.''  But 
he  refused  to  listen  to  the  above  end  similir  stalemeDts. 

On  his  return  into  Holland,  he  was  again  and  again 
pressed  not  to  withhold  so  learned  and  masterly  a  perform- 
ance, the  more  especially  as  the  disciples  of  Cameruu  had 
asserted  that  Episcopiiis  was  incompetent  to  overturn  the 
positions  laid  down  by  him  in  his  letter  addressed  to  £|n»- 
copins.  The  friends  of  the  latter  were  deeply  mortified  at 
this  circumstance,  well  knowing  that  tlie  uuik  in  question 
was  a  triumphant  refutation  of  the  Scotchman's  sentiments. 
But  he  remained  onmoTed,  his  independence  and  digni^  of 
mind  not  allowing  him  to  attack  the  name  of  a  man  who 
could  not  stand  upon  bis  own  defence.  How  different  was 
this  manly  conduct  irom  that  of  the  Calvmistic  antagonists 
of  £piscopins  at  the  Synod  of  Dort,  who  not  only  refused 
to  allow  him  to  attempt  to  relute  theur  sentiments,  but  also 
to  state  his  own ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  Festus  Hommius 
drew  up  certain  pro] )f>si lions,  saying  they  contained  the 
opinions  of  Episcopius  on  certain  points,  and  though  dis- 
avowed and  proved  to  be  false  by  the  latter,  nevertheless  the 
synod  proceeded  to  condemn  him  on  this  snnreptitiotts  doca> 
ment  and  others,  which,  if  not  similar,  were  not  acknowledged 
as  standard  publications  by  which  to  judge  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  Remonstrants.  This  writing  of  Episcopius  was 
published  after  his  decease,  and  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
second  volume  of  hb  worhs. 

During  the  time  that  Episcopius  was  pitpiiriiig  this  pub- 
lication, he  suffered  the  painful  loss  of  his  brother,  Rem  Biss- 
chop,  who  has  so  frequently  been  named  in  these  memoirs. 
We  are  not  surprised  that  he  should  acutely  feel  this  stroke, 
in  as  much  as  he  was  indebted  to  the  patenal  care  of  this 
gentleman  for  the  education  he  had  received.  He  was 
much  older  than  the  subject  of  these  memoirs,  and  when 
his  father  was  removed  by  the  plague  of  160S,  he  watched 
over  our  Episcopius  with  pecuUar  affection,  and  for  all  his 
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■c^itnde  was  amply  rewaxded  in  marking  the  early  develop- 
meot  of  bia  extraordiiiarj  taloeti>  aad  the  Ame  that  he 
aooD  acqumd;  and  sot  wan  eoidd  a  ftliher  ngoice  in  the 
eleration  of  a  son,  than  Rem  Bisscbop  did  in  seeing  him 

raised  to  the  highest  office  which  as  a  theologian  he  could 
attain  in  his  own  country.  And  when  he  was  aufferng 
banlahmcnt  fo  the  naiiiieiMoe  of  hia  opimonsy  m  eie 
iftdhied  to  befiere  he  eontrftmted  m  w>  nail  meaamo  to 
his  support  and  comfort.  This  gentleman  died  on  the 
tenth  of  April,  1622,  an  event  which  Epiacopiiis  recorded 
widi  deep  aoimr,  and  the  aHoDgeit  mtAB  of  aii^elioi^ 
etelnig,  ^  that  he  bad  loat  In  bim  not  cnly  a  biotber,  bnta 
father."  Grotius  hearing  of  the  circumstance,  blatantly  wrote 
to  bis  friend,  bearing  the  following  testimony  in  fi^Tour  of 
tbb  dkttingiuabed  and  puMM  Datebman.  I  bare  baavd  of 
the  death  of  your  brother,  which  baa  oeoaaianed  me  ae 
mncb  grief  as  though  he  had  been  my  own  bvotber;  and 
while  I  am  fully  sensible  that  his  loss  wiil  be  lamented  by 
every  good  man  who  knew  him,  yet  it  will  be  more  especi- 
ally  felt  by  joo,  the  cabunitiea  of  wlioae  exile  wm  li^i^ 
ened  by  nolilnng  so  much  aa  by  bb  alfoetloaate  and  tender 
kindness  towards  you." 

In  the  same  month,  his  excellency  Prince  Maurice  died, 
and  waa  inmediatdy  incoeeded  m  the  Stadtboldeiabip  by 
bia  asniahle  bfolher  Prince  Heny*  fRua  genUeniatt,  wimm 
we  have  before  mentioned,  was  the  son  of  the  celebrated 
Louisa  de  Coligny,  a  lady  who  had  embraced  the  senti- 
ments of  the  RemoBBtnailB,  and  had  ahowed  particular 
ftiendabip  to  Uitenbogaerdt,  and  eren  wept  in  bia  pve- 
eenee,  when  abe  ftumd  that  it  waa  expedient  Ibr  him 
to  escape,  in  order  to  save  his  life.  Her  esteem  for  this 
venerable  minister  led  her  to  appoint  him  to  be  the  pre- 
ceptor of  her  8on,  leqnetting  him  to  inatract  him  in  the 
principlea  of  rdlgion,  wUle  be  iniliated  bim  in  the  claadksa* 
This  office  Uitenbogaerdt  held  for  some  time,  and  therefore 
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it  is  no  matter  of  surprise  that  the  prince  embraced  the 
religious  sentiments  of  this  dergymao,  and  greatly  Tenecated 
liUD,  This  he  eapacially  manUMted  on  two  aepanite  oc^ 
caaioiis,  when  Uitenbogaerdt,  while  in  banishment,  waited 

upon  him  as  he  passed  Uiroagh  Antwerp,  aad  received 
firom  him  decisive  marks  of  Mendsbip,  favour,  and  com- 
passiaa. 

The  elemtinn  of  (his  gsnllemtn  to  tho  fint  office  in  the 

States  of  Holland,  indaced  Episcopins  and  Uitenbogaerdt 
to  tliink  of  returning  to  their  native  land.  For  although  they 
were  aware  that  the  piince  would  be  beset  by  bigots,  who 
wonid  eudeafour  to  penwinde  him  to  peneenlo  then,  yet 
tbey  hid  eonfideneo  in  hu  deaency  and  Undness,  and  he* 
Mered  he  would  shield  them ;  and,  therefore,  they  determined 
to  return  home.  Twelve  months,  however,  elapsed  before 
fhitj  ]mt  thtir  psBposo  into  execiilloB.  £pi8cqmis  first  left 
Fmnee  te  HoQaiid.  This  was  on  the  twelfth  of  July,  169^ 
when  he  bad  ftxewdl  to  Uitenbogaeidt  in  the  ftillowing 
words.  "This  is  a  son-owful  adieu  to  you, my  most  faithful 
friend^  may  God  preserve  yon  in  peace,  till  I  see  you  again 
m  yoor  Fatherland."  They  oaoh  repealed  their  affiBCtionato 
fianwell  by  letters,  and  Uitenbogaerdt  in  one  of  his,  which 
met  Episcopius  at  a  certain  place  on  his  journey,  thus  ex- 
pressed himself.  Mow  much  I  feel  your  absence  it  is 
iittMly  inipQwihlB  ftnr  no  to  desoibe;  God  alone  knows 
what  I  ImI  on  ^  occarion.  Wo  mast,  howefor,  beer  thia 
separation  with  resignation)  since  a  man  of  Maeedonia  says, 
Come  aver^  and  help  «#  ;  and  God  designs  that  you  should 
nttend  the  call  and  go^  and  that  I  should  rmain  behind,  and 
be  willing  to  gifo  yon  iqi,  thai  yon  may  derote  to  hia 
aarnee  the  many  weighty  and  splendid  giAs,  which  he  ban 
bestowed  upon  you  for  that  purpose ;  while  I  who  am  worn 
out,  and  henceforth  incapable  of  active  service,  must  wait 
ha  k— ImasB  and  somsr  his  last  earning.  Go  then,  in  the 
mmntiih^hat6,mimm  dimUkm  m$m.  AndthoLoid, 
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who  lias  called  you,  will  watch  over  you^  aad  give  yen 
success  in  your  journey." 

On  lha  tweDty-fifth  of  July,  £pisoopiii8  arrired  at  Harn 
de  Grace,  and  on  the  twenty  ninth  of  the  same  month; 
kuided  at  Rotterdam,  llib  leLurn  WM  soon  kuown  amongst 
his  friends,  who  flew  to  welcome  him  with  the  stronger 
signs  of  satisfaction  and  joy.  The  renerable  Uitenbogaordty 
lonely  in  his  sitnalioDy  could  not  tairy  long  behind  the  man 
who  had  been  his  constant  companion  in  exile,  and  whom 
he  had  signiticantly  aud  affectionately  designated  the  hcUf 
qf  hinuelfj  and  therefore  followed  him  afiter  the  lapse  of  two 
montbsy  and  arrived  at  Rbtterdani  on  the  tweaiy-sixth  of 
September.  These  two  great  champions  of  the  Aimimss 
cause,  says  Limborch,  having  arrived  in  llieir  own  country, 
instantly  prepared  to  further  its  interests.  .  Uitenbogaerdt 
thought  it  would  not  be  well  £at  him  to  appear  in  public 
for  some  time,  while  Episoopius  attended  the  meetings  of 
the  Remonstrants,  and  soon  began  to  preach  amongst 
them. 

After  Episoopius*  return  to  Holland,  he  prepared  to  ex- 
ecute a  work  on  which  he  had  been  intent  for  some  time, 
but  had  hitherto  been  prevented  irom  commenctBgy  thai  is, 

A  Defence  of  the  Confession  of  ike  Remonstrants^  afjinnat 
the  attacks  which  had  been  made  upon  it  by  ike  pro/essors 
ef  ike  Unweruty  of  Leydeu.  These  gentlemen,  the  reader 
will  recoUecty  bad  succeeded  fipiseopins  and  other  Remon- 
strants in  their  offices,  and  of  course  found  it  expedient  to 
prove  themselves  to  be  more  orthodox  than  their  {nedeces- 
sors,  by  showing  tliat  the  latter  were  heretic^  and  to  justify 
their  being  elected  to  theae  eminent  statkma.  Neverthdeas, 
these  professors  allowed  five  years  to  elapse,  before  they  pre- 
pared their  attack  upon  the  Confession  of  the  Remonstrants* 
At  the  time  Their  Cenmre  made  its  appearaQce,  £piaoo- 
piiifl  was  at  Rouen,  and  from  all  sides  he  was  pressed  by 
his  friends  to  reply  to  it.   Not  being  able  to  enter  imon  the 
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work  immedtately,  he  drew  up  the  exceUent  address  to  the 

l^emonsfrant  ministers,  which  now  stands  as  a  j^reface  to 
liis  apology  for  the  Confessiou.    While  he  was  proceeding 
with  this  work,  Wallaras  published  a  Dutch  edition  of  the 
Cenmre  in  1627,  and  in  a  preface  to  it  addressed  to  the 
States-General,  advanced  certain  charges  against  the  Remon* 
strants,  which  pronij)ted  Episcopius  niuru  speedily  to  exe- 
cute his  extended,  masterly,  and  certainly,  in  some  places, 
caustic  reply.   It  was,  however,  not  completed  till  1626, 
and  then  its  publication  was  delayed  two  years.   This  arose 
from  the  fact  of  Episcopius  considering  that,  as  this  work 
was  to  be  a  vindication  of  the  doctrines  of  the  ivemonstrant 
body,  he  ought  not  to  publish  it,  till  he  had  first  sub- 
mitted it  to  the  leading  members  of  the  community  for  their 
approval.    It  was,  therefore,  first  sent  to  the  Louvestein, 
to  be  examined  by  seven  of  the  ministers  who  had  been 
condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment.   These  gentlemen 
instantly  copied  it,  and  subsequently  sent  their  remarks  upon 
it  to  its  author;  those  of  NielHus  were  numerous.   It  was 
also  sent  to  several  other  jir  rs  ms,  who  expressed  their  ap- 
proval of  it.    Uitenbogaerdt  hav  ing  examined  it,  gave  his 
judgment  upon  it  in  a  letter  to  Episcopius,  written  on  the 
nineteenth  of  February,  1620,  in  the  following  words.  I 
have  read  yonr  apology  with  great  satisfaction  and  admira- 
tion.   It  is  such,  indeed,  that  I  do  not  know  how  its  senti- 
ments can  be  refuted.   That  our  adversaries  will  endeavour 
to  do  this,  is  most  probable  j  but  he  who  will  make  the 
attempt,  will  be  convinced  by  his  own  efforts  of  the  iblly  of 
such  an  undertaiing.   I  confess  thai  it  contains  several  things 
above  my  comprehension,  for  I  am  not  sufficiently  versed  in 
many  of  the  topics  of  idiich  it  treats  to  pmrnoonee  a  jodg- 
menf  upon  them;  and,  therefore,  my  being  unqualified  at  pre- 
sent to  decide  accurately  upon  them  renders  me  very  anxious 
see  it  published,  that  1  may  the  more  closely  examine, 
and  become  better  acquainted  with  them.**   Ailer  receiving 
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wioM  wemAM  upon  ihh  mAf  and  iMtnimiies  In  Hi 

fiiTonr,  Episcopins  at  length  published  it 

When  Wallaeus  found  that  the  misrepresentations  of  the 
Contjra-IlemoDstraiitB,  to  the  States-GeDeral,  did  not  bnng 
tlie  ditpleMttie  of  the  lattor  npott  the  Bemooetim^ 
he  look  a  move  insidioaa  method  of  injunng  them,  by 
introducing  certain  propositions  into  the  University  of 
Leydeo  for  discussion,  on  four  of  the  disputed  points  oi  the 
Anainians,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  show  the  tenae 
eo  which  the  Dutch  Church  wouhl  leccire  them  agata 
kito  iti  boflom ;  atteaipthig  at  the  same  tone  to  prore  the 
practicability  of  their  complying  with  them ;  and  as4>erttd 
that  their  rejection  of  them  would  be  the  result  of 
hani^fy  contamacyy  and  not  of  the  dictate  of  a  lightaoaa 
eonaeience.  Epitcopiaa  iaelaiitly  attabked  and  expoaad  the 
sophistry  and  dictatorial  requirements  of  his  successor. 
Though  much  occupied  at  this  time  with  these  publications, 
he^nevertheleMi  ibond  time  to  wnte  a  small  pamphlet  on  the 
oidimury  meaaa  of  man^a  eonveiiioiii  which  waa  occaricned 
by  certain  duputea  which  had  ezifted  amongat  the  Anahap* 

tists  of  Waterland  on  that  subject. 

As  the  proceedings  just  alluded  to  on  the  part  of  these 
higoted  vpirita^  to  bong  down  the  ana  of  power  iqwn  the 
BenMoatxant  mtnittera  who  had  letnmed  into  Helhndy  wave 
ia  Tats,  they  beheld  them  preaching  and  attending  to 
the  duties  of  their  pastoral  oiBce,  and  collecting  aud  building 
up  their  scattered  flocks  with  deep  mffrtiiMTstifflHi  Thia 
fcalmg  betrayed  them  into  condod  that  toie  away  the 
muk  of  hypocrisy  under  which  they  had  acted ;  ftw  when 
the  clergy  and  consistories  of  the  Church  were  charged  wilii 
being  the  authors  of  the  sufferings  of  the  EemonsirantSy 
thc|y  had  alwaya  attempted  to  jnatify  thcnoaelTec,  hy  amiiting 
thai  they  were  not  partiea  to  the  meaama  adopted  agaiaat 
them,  and  that  the  whole  proceeded  ftom  the  free  and  un- 
sought acu  of  the  Stat^Generai   Now  the  hoUowness 
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Mid  hypocrisy,  says  lioiborch,  of  tUft  ■tatameBt  appeared 

to  all,  for  as  the  latter  were  now  seen  to  throw  the  shield  of 
protectioii  over  the  Arminians,  they  again  and  again  peti- 


an 

their  religious  assemblies ;  and  thus  they  appeared  in  their 
true  character,  as  relentless  persecutors.    Not  satisfied  with 
peliiioiiiDg  the  States^  a  depntation  firom  the  conmiories 
wae  appointed  to  appear  befoie  them  to  request  the  sup- 
pression of  public  worship  among  the  Remonstrants.  The 
persons  sent  on  this  errand  were  particularly  charged  to 
wwkt  pmrately  upon  the  membeia  of  theft  awenUy,  to  indoee 
theoi  to  eomply  widt  die  wishea  of  the  conaistorieB.  The 
ministers  of  Amsterdam  formed  a  part  of  this  deputation, 
and  as  Triglandius  was  one,  we  will  put  it  to  the  reader  to 
judge,  when  he  reediecta  the  oondnct  of  this  nan  luned 
at  page  44Sy  on  the  aneai  of  Webing^  the  Anninian  clergy« 
man,  whether  such  a  charge  in  his  case  was  not  quite  super- 
fluous.  This  re^iler  of  the  Arminians  needed  no  stimulus, 
beyond  his  own  bitter  enmity  to  them,  to  pfompl  him  to 
endeaToor  to  eflfoct  their  min.  Episcopius,  aware  of  the 
embassy  of  these  meek  ministers,  wrote  a  pamphlet  on  their 
mission,  entitled.  The  Edict-hunting  Reliyian  qf  the  Conira- 
MmmiinmU,  mid  etpeeuUlp     mume  ^  iht  wnkMm  mt 
Amtterdmm.  But  a  woAootlie  same  snbjeet  being  published 
by  Uitenbogaerdt,  rendered  that  of  Episcopius  unnecessary. 
He,  however,  wrote  another  pamplilet,  and  published  it 
wder  the  loUowing  tatie.  The  Fimdom  4^  BO^fiom  Wor^ 
Mpg  being  a  DMogtte  Mwem  a  Eemomtinmi  mid  Cenlrw* 
Remonstrant y  on  the  suhjcct  of  loLeyaiiny  the  religious 
warship  of  tiie  Remonstrants,    This  production  was  occa- 
sioned bj  the  Calfinist  ministets  declaring  £rom  their 
pnlpits,  that  the  eskbratton  of  pablie  wocihip  by  the 
Arminians  ought  to  be  prevented. 

The  effinrts  of  these  gentlemen,  to  induce  the  civil  autho- 
rities to  piohibii  these  religioiw  aasemUiesi  being  imaTaili^g, 
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the  RemoDstraots  oow  began  to  build  churches,  or  appro- 
priate other  places  for  public  wonhip,  io  yarioiu  parts  of 
the  Provinces;  and  desiring  to  have  nniformity  of  serriee  in 

the  administration  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Suppir 
throughout  all  their  coiigregations,  Episcopius  was  requested 
to  draw  up  a  formulary,  to  be  used  for  the  celebradon  of 
these  two  ordinances*  This  was  printed  and  subseqneDtly 
sibridged,  and  appended  to  the  Catechism  used  in  the  Anmnten 
churches.  The  IlcaiuuslranL  ministers,  says  Limborch, 
now  began  to  appear  in  the  public  streets,  and  we  read  only 
of  one  instance  of  an  attempt  being  made  to  seise  way 
of  them.  This  happened  to  Episcopius  and  Uitenbogaerdt, 
while  they  were  upon  a  journey,  which,  in  all  probabiKty, 
was  the  act  of  an  officious  and  niKuuhorised  sheriti  of  a 
town  through  which  they  were  passing.^ 

The  afiairs  of  the  Kemonstrants  now  assuming  so  inter* 
esting  an  aspect,  Episcopius  began  to  think  of  entering  the 

•  Grotius,  Icttrnini?  that  these  ministers  were  Ihiis  unuiulesltd,  endeavi^und 
also  to  obtain  a  rcsidt  nce  in  Holland,  and  went  and  abode  there  for  some 
tiic«.  liul  llioii^h  he  hatl  nnui}'  frii-nds,  yet  lie  loiind  it  iiu^MtSsible  to  con- 
tinue, -.is  an  or<KT  was  isnucd  for  the  8ci/in)^  of  his  j)tTSfm.  He  therefore 
returned  to  Paris,  and  subsequently  went  to  Stoekholni.  Still  feelini;  the 
mui  (in  pain,  he  determined  once  more  to  hazard  n  rriurn  to  his  nafire 
country.  Setting  haii  ftjr  Lub(  i  k,  a  storm  arose,  mid  ihc  vessel  was  drircn 
upon  ilitj  eoast  of  INinierii nia.  During  the  passage,  he  fell  sick,  and  after 
btiuij  landed,  was  eonve}ed,by  a  tedious  journey  of  eight  days,  to  Rostock. 
Feeling  his  end  approach,  he  sent  for  a  Lutheran  minister,  who  dcbertod 
bim  to  look  to  Jemtt  Chriit  fbr  talvatioii.  He  replied,  "  I  place  m\  laipes  <a 
Jmoi  Chritt  alone»"  wad  then  with  hii  bands  johied.  In  the  itlUadA  of 
supplication,  he  repeated  after  the  ulnieter  a  pray«r  nicd  bj  the  Lotherani^ 
commeneing  thns,  **Heer  Jetn,  wahr  meoich  und  Gott,  Ice;"  that  U, 
Lord  Jenu,  trme  mm  und  God ;  and  thortly  after  expired. 

Btft,  thOQii^  whlk  dying,  Omttai  toa§omA  himM  to  ba  «»  the  pablkaB» 
•ad  admitted  the  diflnitj  Glniat»  and  esprciwd  hlmeelf  as  di^ieadiiig 
wholly  on  hie  merit  for  acceptance  with  God,  yet  the  bitter  spirit  of  some  of 
the  Calvinists  did  not  scruple  to  publish  that  he  died  a  Socinian,  a  Papist* 
nay,  even  an  Atheist.  J:»ji<liV»  IJUtory  nf  PhU99opkf,  Surigny^s  OnUm, 
ond  Baj/Uf  Aeticlb,  Ufotiits. 


Digitized  by  GoogI( 


Ml£MOi&&  OF  £PIiiGOP](J&. 


473 


manriago  state,  and  ckoae  Maria,  the  dangliter  of  Jans 

iPesser,  and  the  widow  of  Henry  Niellius,  to  be  his  wife. 
Blie  was  of  an  honourable  jfiunily,  resided  at  Rotterdam,  and 
was  very  pious,  amiable^  and  intelligent  That  he  might 
meet  with  no  opposition  to  the  celebration  of  his  nnptials 
from  any  bigoted  Contra-Reiuoustrant  zealot,  who  might 
take  fire  when  he  heard  the  name  of  Episcopins  announced, 
he  deemed  it  proper  to  have  himself  registered  bjr  that 
of  Egbert,  his  mothei^s  maiden  name.    On  the  eighth  of 
September,  1630,  when  he  appeared  in  the  council-house  of 
BtotAcrdam^  where  the  maniage  was  celebrated,  the  secretaiy 
of  the  eoort,  after  reading  hia  name  as  Simon  Egbert,  loohed 
at  liiin,  and  recognising  him^  turned  to  the  scl] opens  or 
aiiiexmeu  present,  and  said,    Gentlemen,  is  not  this  £pis- 
cofiiiis,  who  was  banished  the  country      They  not  atlendp 
Ing  to  his  qneslion,  he  repeated  it,  but  their  designed 
inattention  to  his  repetition  of  it  showed  him  that  his 
conduct  was  displeasing  to  them,  and  he  was  silent;  and 
the  marriage  was  celebrated  without  further  intermptton* 
Amongst  those  who  congratulated  Episcopins  on  this  occa- 
sion, was  his  friend  Grotius,  who  wrote  to  him  from  Paris, 
saying,   that  the  place  which  gave  birth  to  the  distinguished 
Erasmus,  was  worthy  to  witness  such  an  event** 

The  Apology  for  the  Confession  of  the  Remonstrants 
published  by  Episcopins,  had  by  this  time  been  extensively 
read,  and  obtained  them  many  friends  amongst  the  more 
tolsnnt  of  the  Dutch  people,  as  well  as  in  other  countries. 
This  was  deeply  mortifying  to  the  bigoted  Contra- Remon- 
strants, and  they  now  more  violently  than  ever  charged  them 
with  being  Socintans.  Of  the  character  of  the  evidences  by 
which  these  aecusaliona  were  attempted  to  be  supported, 
the  reader  may  judge,  when  he  is  inluiined  that  the  prin- 
cipal one  was,  tlie  iactof  the  Remonstrants  not  having  openly 
denooneed  those  who  had  adopted  the  doctrines  of  Socinus, 
sad  avowed  their  belief  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  their 
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salvaiioD.   Tbejr  also  eudearoured  the  more  speciously  to 

£Mtm  tbU  clittge  a]Km  Uiea^  liy  allnlmtiii^ 

imblicadoB  of  an  anonymoas  woAf  of  whom  anllior  he  wm 

perfectly  ignorant.  It  appeared  under  the  following  title, 
The  Peace  and  Unity  of  the  Churchy  and  contained  a  de- 
tace  of  Sociniaaiaiii.  It  was  aabaequently  discovwed  to 
be  tbe  produotion  of  a  Pollah  noblemaiii  by  the  name  of 
Sanaal  Fripkoviua. 

Not  being  able  to  brings  odium  upon  the  Remonstrants 
by  these  charges  of  heresy,  the  deputies  from  the  prorincial 
Calviatalie  aynoda  meiaoiialised  the  Statea-GeiMnl»  pnj- 
mg  that  the  leligiooa  aiaeihlioa  of  the  Beieoatfanta 
be  prohibited.  To  give  effect  to  this  application,  they 
appended  to  the  memorial  certain  extracts  from  the  Apology 
the  Conteaioiiy  which  they  aappoaed  would  farther 
thefar  oljeety  by  rendeifaig  the  Aminiaaa  oftnaife  to 
civil  authoritiea.  Hits  doeameiit  waa  at  firat  thought  to 
be  the  joint  prodnciion  of  the  Leyden  ProfeRSors,  but  it  wa« 
afterwards  discovered  to  have  originated  withEpiccqpiua*  old 
enemy,  Featna  Hommiua.  Theie  gentlemen,  however,  eoen 
ahowed  Ihemidvea  to  be  worthy  compeera  of  thia  pereoiiege 
in  his  nie€Uiurc8  of  bigot  ry  and  slander,  for  they  shortly  alter 
published  a  work  entitled,  A  Specimen  of  the  calumnies 
mnd  heterodox  t^nnhtu  ^  the  Rmmtttnutte^  at  extrmded 
from  their  Apologify  and  pMuhed  oe  aforenmmer^  deeigmwi 
to  act  €t$  a  warmnff  to  aU  trme  ChriMme.  Una  waa  pnb- 
lished  in  Latin  and  Dutch,  but  the  more  complete  refuta- 
tion, of  which  thia  was  said  to  be  the  forerunner^  Derer 
made  ita  appearance.  Uitenbogaerdt  publiahed  en  mswer 
to  thia  work  in  Dutch ;  Episcopina  alao  wrote  one  in  the 
same  language,  which,  however,  never  appeared  in  print; 
but  he  subsequently  composed  a  more  exteiMled  reply  lo 
thia  Spscimsn  of  the  Leyden  FrofeaBOia,  in  whidi  evciy 
thing  which  waa  hdd  to  the  charge  of  the  ReoBonatrante 
waa  refuted,  article  by  article,  aud  many  argumenta  ad- 
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vanced,  by  way  of  showing  why  the  RemonstraiUs  scrupled 
to  coademn  and  openly  denounce  others,  when  thej  were 
not  anthoriaed  to  to  do  bj  the  Scriptorea.   We  are  not 
surpriaed  that  theae  men,  who  had  themaeWea  heen  de- 
nounced bs  Llie  Calvinists,  and  whose  denunciation  was  the 
preUminary  to  confiscation  of  property,  banishment,  a  dun- 
geon, or  death,  ahould  heaitate  to  ahow  their  orthodoxy,  bj 
aaserting  of  any  perK>na,  that  the  dogmaa  they  held  were  the 
signs  of  tlieir  being  the  enemies  of  God,  and  the  reprobates  of 
heaven,  and,  therefore,  might  juatly  be  hunted  down  by  men. 
Independently  of  the  xememlifance  of  what  thef  had  anffered, 
tending  to  gnard  Cbem  againat  aiieh  meaatma,  we  aay  lluigt 
tlKir  piety  and  their  creed  alike  forbade  their  doing  it.  The 
Aiminian  ckrgy  had  boldly  attacked  and  triumphantly  re* 
Ibted  the  doetrinea  of  the  Soeiniana,  and  yet  beeanae  they 
hesitated  to  add  to  their  refutations  anathemas  and  denun- 
ciations, leaving  the  work  of  condemning  a  weak  and  erring 
ftllow<>creaitore  to  final  perdhacm,  to  him,  whose  alone  ia  the 
rif^teona  prerogative  of  fixing  the  ewlaating  deatiny  of 
men,  they  were  thus  charged  with  being  Sociniaus  and  here- 
tics by  their  Calvinistic  opponents.    How  far  the  reader 
will  think  thia  waa  jaatifiable  gfoond  for  thna  oriminating 
them,  we  cannot  ^ay;  only  we  wonld  here  remark,  that  fijr 
'  any  person  to  indnlf^e  in  the  sn]>po8ed  i  i^dit  to  denounce 
Others  in  vindication  of  the  truth,  and  thereby  to  prove  hia 
orthodoxy,  ia  a  dangecooa  coorae  for  a  weak  and  excitable 
creature  like  man  to  pursue.   For  in  so  acting,  he  la  liable 
to  lose  the  charities  of  our  holy  religion,  and  confound 
hatred  to  certain  persona  with  seal  for  religion ;  and  while 
ehfliiahing  a  vindictire  forethought  of  the  deatiny  of  an 
heretic,  he  may  not  only  acquire  the  malignity  of  misan- 
thropy, but  form  his  views  of  the  Divine  Being  under  such 
eidtenienta,  and  thereby  be  led  to  contemplate  him  as 
the  patron  of  a  aect,  inatead  of  the  tender  Father  of  all  thoae 
who  love  and  fear  him. 


Digitized  by  Google 


476 


CHAri'ER  XVII 


CHAPTER  XVIL 


Thb  render  will  recoHeet,  thai  we  have  more  than  once 

referred  to  the  fnci  of  certain  Arminiaii  clergymen  being 
confined  in  the  Louvestein,  under  sentence  of  imprisonment 
Ibr  life.   They  were  eight  in  ntiniber»  before  Poppios,  who 
for  biB  holy  and  devoted  spirit  night  be  considered  the 
Fletcher  of  the  Remonstraiits,  was  lemoTed  from  his  prison 
by  death,  "  to  range  at  large,"  according  to  liis  ow  n  words, 
in  the  delightfol  paradise  of  God."    The  names  of  the 
remaining  seTen  were,  Carolos  NielUusi  Peter  Capns^  Ber- 
neras  Veseldus,  Simon  Lucas  Bystems,  Theodore  Boraine, 
Vdiil  I .\ lulriiiiis,  and  Arnoldus  GccsLeianus.    Sonic  ol  these 
had  been  couliued  for  seven  years,  others  eight,  and  Byste- 
ms  eren  ten.    Since  the  elevation  of  Prince  Fredeiic  to 
the  Stadtholdershipy  measures  had  been  again  and  again* 
adopted  by  th«r  friends,  to  procure  their  release ;  but  all  in 
vain.    Had  this  auiiable  gentleman,  who  was  the  grand- 
father of  our  William  the  Third,  been  allowed  to  follow  the 
dictate  of  his  own  feelings^  he  would,  from  his  esteem  Ibr 
the  Remonstrant  ministers,  and  love  of  religions  liberty, 
have  iinrncdiately  released  them.    But  though  he  succeeded 
to  his  broiher*s  office,  be  did  not  succeed  to  his  power,  for 
the  persons  whom  Maurice  had  elevated  to  authority  during 
the  revolution  he  created,  were  opposed  to  Prince  Fredene, 
on  the  ground  of  his  attachment  to  the  Remonstrants;  aiul 
one  of  these,  a  leading  personage  amongst  ihem,  had  gone 
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SO  far  as  to  tell  the  Princess  Dowager,  "  that  if  her  son  did 
not  take  other  counsels,"  tliat  is,  show  himself  opposed  to 
the  Armioians,     he  should  not  be  inrested  with  the 
sovemnient  at  his  brother's  decease.^   And  this  lady,  bdng 
attended  by  Curcellnens  during  her  last  illness,  declared  to 
this  minister,  says  Brandt,  that  she  aopreheoded  that  her 
son  was  in  danger  of  his  life,  on  account  of  his  affection 
for  the  Remonstrants.  This  eircnmstance  will  account  for 
liis  not  openly  interfering  in  behalf  of  the  imprisoned  niini- 
stersy  lest  he  should  bring  upon  himseii  the  wrath  of  the 
bigots  by  whom  he  was  surrounded. 

These  clergymen,  therefore,  finding  that  alt  attempts  to 
obtain  iheir  release,  by  ilic  intervention  of  their  friends, 
I   proved  abortive,  seriously  began  to  think  of  making  their 
escape,  which  they  finally  effected.    A  train  of  circum* 
stances  marked  this  event  worthy  of  notice,  of  which  the 
follow  inc^  is  not  the  least  interesting.    A  soldier,  performing 
duty  at  the  Lonvestein,  had  on  several  occasions  behaved 
very  mdely  to  these  prisoners,  on  the  ground  of  his  sup- 
posing that  they  were  the  advocates  of  certain  sentiments 
which  he  abhorred,  amongst  which  was  the  doctrine  of 
reprobation.    His  wife,  who,  it  appears,  was  allowed  to 
have  arendence  with  him  within  the  walls  of  the  castle,  had 
been  recently  confined,  and  the  child  being  supposed  to  be 
near  death,  the  necessity  of  the  case  overcame  the  soldier's  dis- 
like to  these  ministers,  and  he  applied  to  Niellius  to  baptize  it. 
On  this  occasion  Niellius  and  he  entered  into  conversation, 
when,  to  the  utter  surprise  of  the  man,  he  found  that  the 
incarcerated  ministers  were  sufTering  imprisonment,  on  ac- 
count of  the  doctrines  that  he  himself  cordially  believed. 
From  this  time  he  became  as  courteous  and  civil,  as  he  bad 
before  been  rude  and  insulting,  and  gave  them  hints  in  a 
waj  that  they  understood,  of  liis  wiUinguess  to  serve  them. 
The  plan  determined  upon  for  their  escape  was,  that  of 
letting  themselves  down  by  a  rope  from  the  wall  of  the 
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caatlei  od  that  tide  where  the  riTer  Waal  or  Bfafaie  waahea 
ita  loDiidationa,  it  having  no  other  delenee  there.  Het<e 

they  were  to  be  received  by  a  boat  manned  by  expert  rowers. 
When  it  was  proposed  that  llicy  should  escape  from  the 
wall,  Nielliaa  dammred  at  thia  plan.  Hia  ohjection  aroae 
from  the  foUowing  circnmatance.  The  gorenwr  of  the 
eaatie  had  fireqnently  permitted  them  to  walk  on  the  walls, 
as  a  means  of  contributing  to  llieir  health  and  enjoyment, 
a  promise  being  exacted  from  them,  that  they  would  not 
attempt  to  escape  on  aiich  occaaiooa.  Nidiiiii^  therefocey 
j  udged  himself  boond  to  eontiniie  in  Ihe  prison,  till  he  was 
either  dismissed  by  the  authorities  of  the  hmd,  or  could 
make  his  escape  some  other  way.  The  other  six  maintaiued 
that  they  were  only  bound  by  their  promise  dming  thoae 
timeay  and  so  long  aa  they  were  permitted  by  the  governor 
to  wslk  upon  the  walls ;  and  that  dieir  promise  could  by  no 
means  be  considered  as  binding  them  not  to  aLicmpl  to 
escape  at  other  seasons,  when  they  were  not  allowed  thia 
indulgence.  For  a  long  time  Nielliua  resisted  the  plan, 
merely  aa  a  matter  of  conscience,  judging  that  hia  pledge 
to  the  governor  ought  to  prevent  him  ftom  making  an  at> 
tempt  to  escape  accurdiiig  lo  this  arrangement.  He  at 
length,  however,  consented,  and  the  night  was  fixed  upon 
for  canying  their  plan  into  execution,  when  the  soldier 
alluded  to  was  to  be  stationed  nearest  to  that  part  of  the 
wall  vvlicnce  they  intended  to  make  their  escape. 

Two  difficulties,  however,  still  stood  in  the  way,  and  their 
early  removal  was  viewed  by  these  ministers  as  a  special 
intecferenoe  of  Ftovidosce.  Near  to  the  place  where  they 
intended  to  let  themselves  down,  reeds  had  grown  to  a 
very  great  height,  and  to  so  great  a  breadth  in  the  water, 
as  completely  to  prevent  the  boat  coming  close  up  to  the 
wall.  But  these  had  also  formed  a  hiding  place  some 
Spanish  robbers,  who,  when  passengers  came  down  the 
river,  rushed  upou  them  in  a  small  boat,  plundered  them 
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of  lii«ir  pcoparij,  aad  bore  Ibon  amy  to  the  Spaauh  toiri- 
taty^  ham  wlioiice  ihef  were  not  libemled  witbonl  iMyisg  a 
nuMoiD.   This  oeeaeiooed  romoiistnaieei  to  be  tent  to  the 

governor  of  the  caslle,  who  cleared  ihe  whole  oi  ilie  reeds 
awaj ;  and  thus  a  passage  was  opened  up  to  the  wall,  by 
wliicb  Uie  boal  eonld  come  and 

The  aeeond  ivpedhuettt  was  Iron  a  veiy  hifge  dog  kept 
by  the  governor,  and  placed  in  that  part  of  the  castle  from 
which  these  mioisters  intended  to  make  their  escape  to  the 
wall}  and  they  apprehended  that  hia  barking  would  excite 
the  auepioioiia  of  aone  of  the  heepe^^  aa  they  attempted  to 
sally  ^DTtlk  The  governor,  however,  had  at  this  thne  ia* 
▼ited  a  large  party  ol"  iriends  to  dint;  \\  ith  him.  Just  as  the 
dinner  was  about  to  be  senred  up,  and  the  guests  to  take 
their  pbcee  at  the  table^  the  cook  happened  to  go  out  of  the 
Utehen,  and  leave  the  door  open,  when  the  dog  entered  and 
actuaUy  eat  all  the  bread  which  had  been  cut  and  prepared 
for  the  table.  And  as  a  fresh  supply  could  not  be  obtained 
hut  by  sending  to  Gorciun,  which  was  fonr  miles  distance^ 
tine  oeeaaioned  a  delay  of  two  honn,  betee  the  company 
eonld  sit  down  to  dine.   During  this  period  the  governor 

became  so  enraged  at  the  dog,  Uiat  lie  look  down  a  pistol, 
and  went  and  shot  him.  Thus  these  two  obstacles  were 
Mmoredy  and  they  efl^ted  thehr  eici^  on  the  twenty-ninth 
ef  July,  1680|  being  a  period  when  there  waa  no  moon^  and 
amidst  the  darkness  of  a  rainy  night  The  boatmen,  after 
receiving  tlieir  prisoners,  moved  so  silently,  and  with  such 
celerity,  that  the  sound  of  their  oars  waa  not  heard;  and 
they  bore  them  away,  unnoticed  by  the  inmates  of  the  caslle^ 
with  the  utmost  rapidity.* 

•Sileace  here  contributed  to  the  escape  of  thcsr  miiijsttrs.  Clamour  was 
instrumental  to  it  in  the  ca.sc  of  Grevius  aiiel  Priiis,  who,  some  years  before, 
}uul  escappti  from  Amsttrdani.  Their  dcsiirri  beinsr  discovered  by  a  poor  idiot 
y^]ui  was  kt^pt  there,  he  Torifcrously  khoiitt d,  "  I  lie  Arminians  arc  i^etting 
out!  the  Armimaas  arc  getting  out !"    iiui  he  had  done  ihis  at  aii  timet. 


Digitiz^  by  Google 


480 


CHAPT&&  XVII, 


The  intended  escape  of  these  gentletnen  seems  to  have 

been  known  to  several  persons  at  Rotteixlam ;  aud  long  be- 
fore their  arrival  there,  it  was  rumoured  that  they  were 
adirancing.  This  place  was  the  stronghold  of  the  Aenon- 
slrants,  and  neariy  all  the  citizens  were  attached  to  Uie 
doctrines  of  Arminiiis.  About  the  middle  of  the  day,  the 
streets  began  to  be  throogecii  the  bridges  were  crowded,  and 
thousands  were  wuting  to  wdcome  them  with  shouts  of 
joy,  when  they  were  finally  landed  amidst  load  demon8trai> 
ttons  of  satisfaction  ftom  the  people,  in  fiont  of  the  honse 
of  Episcopius,  who  gave  them  a  hearty  and  joyiiil  re- 
ception. 

The  fact  of  no  measnies  being  adopted  to  appidiend  these 
ministers  after  their  escape,  proves  that  the  persons  wlio 

were  in  the  government  saw  that  Prince  Frederic  showed  no 
signs  of  dissatisfaction  at  the  event,  and,  therefore,  however 
bigotedly  opposed  to  the  Anninians,  th^  judged  it  proper 
not  to  attempt  to  recommit  them  to  a  diAigeon,  and  they 
were  left  at  large  to  preach  amongst  the  Remonsttanls. 
But  though  lliis  people  had  thus  obtained  an  increase 
of  labourers  amongst  them,  yet  ihey  had  lo&t  many  of 
their  ministers  by  death,  and  they  saw  the  rest  droc^fnng 
under  the  weight  of  years,  and  the  afflictions  consequent 
upon  the  persecutions  to  which  they  had  been  subject, 
having  been  almost  always  excluded  from  the  air  and  the 
joyous  light  of  day,  and  fearing,  as  Supma  said,  to  stir  a  foot, 
nay,  even  to  cough  or  breathe,  lest  the  attention  of  tome 
spy  should  be  excited  by  the  sound.  And  apprehending 
that  ten  or  twelve  years  more  would  bear  the  gieater  part 

and  M  ftvque&tljr,  wkm  tbefe  ww  no  sppeuaBoe  of  any  dilag  of  the  kiod, 
that,  in  thit  instance,  lie  was  not  Uiken  notiee  of^  hating  cried,  ^  Tkm  wolf  * 
'  the  wolf  1*'  so  often  before;  and  his  noise  served  as  a  eovw  lo  that  which 
was  made  in  sealing  the  walls  by  ladders  broogfat  to  the  assistanoe  of  the 
piisonors  by  Sapma,  who  himself  baring  got  ont  of  prison  by  the  stratagem 
of  kis  wife,  coniagsoosly  determined  to  assist  in  fslsasing  tliese  linislew^  in 
whieh  be  fiaallj  sneeseded*  to  tlie  grsat  astonishment  ef  stsaj. 
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of  them  to  the  granre,  thej  accordingly  deteraimed  u|k)ii 
establishing  an  inatiUitioiiy  lor  the  education  of  pious  young 
men  to  be  trained  up  for  the  ministry,  lest  the  doctriuts 
which  thejr  had  conscientiously  embraced,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  which  they  had  suffered  so  much,  aught 
cease  to  be  publicly  ministered  amongst  them*  By  slmul- 
ianeous  and  universal  consent,  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity said;  "Episcopius  must  oe  theological  professor 
of  the  intended  institutlcm.*'  Amsterdam  was  chosen  as  the 
place  for  establishing  it,  because  BarlsBUs*  and  Vossius  acted 
theru  iLn  professors  in  a  private  seminary,  the  former  in 

• 

•  Bsi1bii%  though  not  wudmM  with  the  RmioBstnaii^  j«t  uotM 
ikm  At  the  gjraod  of  Dm,   l>aiiiig  the  liltiagii  of  that  mmtmJblf  ho 
addxetaed  it  on  the  penecttting  oouoMli  nsny  of  its  memhen  advsace^ 
intimating  that  God  would  chastise  those  who  acted  npcn  them.  Facts  toon 
profed  the  correctneas  of  Us  statement,  for  in  the  following  year  the  Pro. 
fineso  of  Oonaany,  whidi  had  deputed  their  difines  to  Dort,  were  actoally 
fiailed  with  the  aooaige  of  war»  and  li»iiddden  to  aieicise  loUgioas  wonhi|^ 
aeoofdipg  to  the  forma  of  Protestantism.  The  manner  in  which  the  ad- 
vocates of  perwcation  at  the  Synod  of  Dort  felt  the  eflbcts  of  this  visitation, 
will  be  seen  Vy  the  statement  giren  by  Barlens  in  his  Address  to  the  States* 
OeneiaI,4esignated,Mr7«iMiiff;  or,  **  Uoreiiiting  fkilh.»  **Those  foreign 
dftlaai  who  woo  prmtnt  ait  the  Synod  of  Doft^and  who  contribnted  by  their 
adTice  and  kbonr  towaids  the  oppnmioa  of  the  Bcmonatrants,  had  them* 
•elres  scarcely  retamed  to  their  aeveral  habitations,  befoie  they  were  orer- 
Uken  by  Divine  Jufttice,  which  is  the  avenger  of  insolence  and  pride.— The 
divines  of  the  Palatinate  are  banished  from  thdr  Coantry,  and,  among  the 
rest,  that  leader  of  the  synodical  band,  that  slave  in  the  eooMaatisal  liucc^ 
Abraham  Schultetus.   The  divines  from  the  Corr^poodence  of  Wetteraw 
are  afllicled  J  those  of  Hesse  are  ia  luouruing  j  the  Swiss  divines  tremble; 
and  the  divine  of  CIiuiLiitua  [Peter  du  iMoulin],  who  in  his  reecnt  Anatomy 
poured  forth  the  torrents  of  his  rai<e  against  the  banished  Remonstrants,  is 
himself  compelled  to  consult  ilie  safe^  of  lus  own  iiie  in  litght.    Gud  for* 
bid,  that  the  jiublic  enemies  of  our  country  should  hereafter  repay  in 
eqnal  measure,  to  the  Contra  Remonstrants,  the  same  injun  )us  treatmeu 
which  the  ReniiMisirants  have  experienced  from  those  domestic  foes,  and 
which  they  eouUiMic  <lai]y  tn  experience!    It  is  a  proverb  amone^  tht  t""!- 
lowers  of  PythHt^'M  a'-,  //<  n  h  n  ndurcs  the  mmfi  (legrev      f>ain  as  he  htts  /ifv- 
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%  the  odier  in  bklorf*    For  ihom^  ^hey 

not  directly  connected  with  the  Remonstrants,  yet  bein« 
ditpoMHl  to  the  doctrines  of  Anaiiiiti%  it  was  thaught 
die  stndeais  could  receiTe  iiMtnietioQ  fiom  ^kem  in 
and  phikwophj,  tad  heir  ia  tbe  interin  theological 
from  Episcopius. 

Some  yeeiBy  koweTer,  eftapaed  before  Ikie  plan  was 
lato  ezaculiea.  This  arose  irom  the  opposatiom 
the  part  of  the  Church  of  Rotterdam,  who  bad  ehoeea 
Episcopius  to  be  their  minbter,  and  were  on  willing'  to  give 
hnn  up.  He  accordiaglj  eoaCiniied  in  thai  dtj  till  IBAL 
Duxing  thia  period  he  composed  a  coane  of  aenaona  «a 
the  fifth  chapter  of  St  Matthew's  Gospel.    These  were 
published,  and  are  to  be  found  in  the  collection  of  his 
Sermonsy  printed  after  his  death.   About  thia  time,  alao^  he 
was  again  called  upon  to  defend  the  doctrines  of  Aimimni^ 
against  a  person  by  the  name  of  Nicholas  Vedelius,  who, 
having  recently  come  from  Genera,  thought  he  must  prove 
his  orthodoxy  bj  attaddng  the  Remonstrants;  and  therafos 
published  a  work  entitled.  Arcana  ArmmiamimL  Episov 
plus  commenced  an  answer  to  this  work,  but  its  publicatiun 
was  delayed  till  163d,  for  reasons  we  shall  subsequeolly 
State.  This  lepljbore  the  following  title,  VedaUmRkup- 
9oin9.  By  this  designation  Episcopius  intended  to  maii 
the  character  of  Vedelius'  work,  which  was  a  selection  of 
passages  from  the  writings  of  the  Remonstrants,  without 
a  reference  to  what  preceded  or  i):dlowed  them;  and  hf 
stringing  or  tacking  these  together,  be  designed  to  exhibit 
the  Remonstiants  in  a  ridiculous  and  heretical  light  It 
wae  in  aUnsion  to  Uiisy  that  Epiaooptaa  deajgaated  him 
Ekap9odm$j  that  is,  ike  paieher^  tareMler.  Butbeinehs 
had  finished  this  work,  his  attention  was  directed  to  a 
publication  of  Thgkndius.    This  man,  aware  of  the  m£a- 
eace  of  Poppiua*  naoM^  pnbtishad  some  aensons  under  Ihe 
title  of  7%e  P&wer  afReiijfian,  for  the  purpose  of  dsfltoqnog 
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the  eiiMt  of  an  nnpovtant  iroik  wiitton  by  the  lattiory  and 
qntided»  DeSm^  Porie;  or,  J%0  9Mi  Oaie.   In  thete 

sermons,  he  called  in  question  the  erangelical  character  of 
JPoppius^  book.    Episcopius,  anxious  to  assert,  and  prove 
the  orthodoiLj  of  tliiB  departed  boljman,  instaotljr  replied  to 
Triglandins'  vofk,  in  a  poblieatkm  bearing  the  followinf  ' 
title ;   The  weakness  of  the  reliyion  or  piety  of  James 
TriglandiuSy  as  presented  in  his  Sermons  against  Tite  Strait 
€M0  qf  £dtmrd  Peppiu$.  The  oombat  waa  kept  up  be* 
tween  these  pdeonea  for  aome  time,  in  which  they  each 
wrote  three  other  pamphlets  on  the  subject^  when  the  con- 
troversy ended. 

Epiacopina'  admitted  talenta,  acholarahip^  and  pralbaad 
teaeaiehea  as  a  theologian,  induced  individnala  who  weie 
not  of  liis  communion  to  consult  him  upon  important  and 
di&cult  points  of  theology.    Hence  we        even  in  Dort, 
where  he  had  aome  years  belbre  been  condemned  aa  a 
heretic,  thai  a  celebrated  and  learned  phyaician,  by  the 
name  of  Be^  crwick,  who  was  also  one  of  the  senators  of 
the  city,  addressed  a  long  and  learned  letter  to  him,  request- 
ing hia  opinion  upon  the  following  qneation,  Whether  hman 
lifBy  OBieihe  period  of  ite  iermuuition,  ie  the  retuU  qfpre^ 
ordination  or  contingency  ?    To  this  question  Episcopius, 
in  the  year  1692^  replied  in  a  very  elaborate  epistle. 
Before  taking  hia  departure  Scorn.  Rotterdam,  he  published 
a  work  against  Popery,  which  he  designated,  7%e  TVue 
Antiquity  of  Seven  Propositimis  or  Articles.    To  this  he 
prefixed,  as  a  preface,  a  small  writing  which  he  had  before 
pabliahed  under  the  following  title,  The  Labyrinth^  or 
Popish  Circle,* 

Having  hnished  this  work,  he  felt  an  inclination  to  attack 
our  countryman  Dr.  Twiaae,  who  waa  eminent  amongat 
the  Oalvinista  of  hia  day,  and  prolocutor  of  the  Westminster 

•  The  late  diitinguiibed  Richard  Watson  tranalated  thii  tnc^  which  ds* 
Nrm  aMOM  camdml  eltoalatlMi  ttam  IthwobtaiMd. 
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a)iRemb1y  of  divines.  Episcopius  was  anxious  to  engage  in 
this  task  lioin  his  love  to  the  memory  of  his  late  amiable 
matter^  Anuinin'^.  Thia  he  stated  in  a  lett«r  to  Uitenbo- 
gaerdl,  sayivgy "  I  ieel  a  strong  desire  to  lefute  the  subtletiee 
of  Twisse,*  and  dimmish  Uie  eredit  of  that  man  in  Engiandy 
aiid  vindicaLe,  at  the  same  time,  the  lair  laino  ol  oar  Ar- 
minius.^  Uitenbogaerdt  was  delighted  with  this  proposal, 
and  instantly  wrote  a  reply  to  £«piac<^iiM*  letter,  in  vhieh 
he  not  merely  espreased  hia  ^iproval  of  bia  design,  but 
urged  him  instantly  to  execute  it,  if  his  various  oocttpatioiia 
would  permit.  But,  according  to  Limborch,  however  intent 
upou  it,  his  numerous  eugagemeuls  prevented  him  from 
accomplishing  bia  purpose* 

Matters  being  now  arranged  for  the  eatablisbment  of  the 
Tlieological  Insiitution  amongst  the  Remonstrants,  Episco- 
pius left  Rotterdam  iu  lGo4,  to  act  as  divinity  professor  in 
that  seminary.  Here  he  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  to 
the  students,  which  were  pabtisbed  after  bis  death,  under 
the  title  of  Theoloyical  In9iUute9.  f  In  thia  work  he  not 

•  Dr.  TwUie  wit  uadonbtedly  a  man  of  powerfal  intellect,  which  he  need  ill 
liefcnce  of  Calriniam  in  its  moA  rigid  rorni,  and  inveighed  against  bia  tab- 
Upaailan  bivthren,  who  wldwd  lo  aoften  dom  tile  dMt^hm  hmnMk^  WUk 
bfan,  every  thing  in  flw  divine  government  waa  reeolved  into  the  abaahln 
Hill  of  God,  and  he  did  not  aerayle  to  say,  accofding  to  hla  biographer, 

that  God  by  hia  ebaolute  power,  had  he  not  appointed  otherwise,  eonld  havo 
forgiven  sin  without  satisfaction."  Many  divines  of  the  Synod  of  Doit 
adopted  simihor  aentlmeuts.  **  What  n  honid  ontery  wovld  have  ben 
ndBed/'saysMr.»ichala,**hadaayliuBimsAfaiiniatt  divfae  at  that  j«ac^ 
Inn  prapoanded  an«h  a  sentimeat  !*'  And  yet  these  are  the  ana  who 
designated  the  Rcmonslrants,  Bodalaas.  The  reader  will  ja4ge  whidi  of  the 
two  parlies  approached  nearest  the  sentiments  of  Socinus  on  this  point.  Bat  • 
with  the  Calvinists  of  that  day  the  whole  of  the  Gospel  waa  tbnnd  In  the 
detr^hmhMnkOt^  and  he  thatdidaot  advooite  it  was  a  Soelnlan,  a  Liber- 
tine,  an  Atheist. 

•|-Hei«,periiaps,itwiU  be  neceasaiy  that  we  shoald  say,  that  these  Theo* 
logical  Ittstitnlea  so  justly  landed  by  Llmboich,  have  been  animadveited 
upon  by  Bishop  Bull.  The  parU  he  has  fteely  censnted  ate  thoee  In  which 
the  author  tieats  of  the  ftUatlon  of  the  Son  of  God.  Bpiicoplns  dealriag 
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only  proposed  to  investigate  the  tmth  of  everjr  Christiaii 
doctrine,  but  also  to  ascertain  its  importance.   This  he  did 

with  the  design  of  preparing  the  way  lor  cxlubiting  the 
common  ground,  on  which  the  peace  and  unity  of  the 
Christian  Church  might  be  fotinded.  TfaeologiaDS  in 
general  are  accustomed  to  hold  it  to  be  sufficient,  to  demon- 
strate the  tmth  of  their  doctrines,  and  prove  the  fidsehood 
or  heterodoxy  of  others,  merely  for  the  parpose  of  show- 
ing why  they  ought  to  separate  from  the  parties  whose 
opinions  do  not  accord  with  their  own.  £piscopius  thought 
diflferently,  and  asserted  that  it  was  possible  for  divines  and 
Christians  to  liave  diversity  of  opinion,  and  yet  hold  clnirch 
fellowship,  or,  at  least,  to  cultivate  IVieudiy  mtercourse  with 
each  other.  This  he  attempted  to  prove,  bj  showing  that 
the  points  debated  amongst  orthodox  Christians  were  not 
anch  as  to  place  the  party  who  maintained  an  opinion  op- 
posite to  the  other,  in  a  situation  tliat  might  endanger  his 
safety ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  holding  and  publicly  confessing 
all  the  great  points  of  truth  necessary  to  salvation,  they 
were  bound  by  the  dictates  of  Christianity  to  cherish  prin- 
ciples of  concord  and  brotherly  affection. 

So  intent  was  Episcopius  upon  promoting  the  spirit  of 

to  tttRPW  the  grounds  of  diaumon  Anungtt  Chiittiani,  white  avoving  him- 
self  ft  beUever  la  the  doctiine  of  the  eternel  gMMnatlon  of  the  Son  of  God,  • 
nererlheUtt  uwite  thit  Ihow  who  neintaifi  the  divinity  of  Jetiis  Cbrlet, 
yet  deeteie  theft  neiCher  the  aiode  of  hie  lUletieii,  nor  tlie  leqnifMneiit  of  e 
belief  in  theft  mode  en  to  distinetlj  revealed  in  Seiiptiiie,  at  to  demand  a 
decided  avowal  of  them,  do  not  thereby  forieit  their  daim  to  chordi  com- 
manlon*  Whether  Epi&cupius  wat  right  or  wrong  in  toch  a  ttatement,  we 
are  net  now  diteiittings  bat  while  he  dedared  hie  belief  la  the  doetrine  of  the 
eternal  genetatioa  of  the  Son  of  God,  we  fed  it  right  to  tay,  that  we  thiah 
great  ii^uitiee  wae  done  to  him  by  Bishop  Ball,  in  charging  him  with  Sod- 
nianiwn,  Ibr  having  tiid  that  thote  who  did  not  believe  that  the  mode  of 
filiation  end  the  required  belief  of  it  are  revealed  In  Scripture,  were 
worthy  of  being  members  of  a  Christian  oommnalty.  The  tabject  reihrred 
toy  it  to  be  fonnd  in  his  Institntes,  book  iv.  sec.  3.  chap.  34. 

*Thia  will  be  s«co  by  turning  to  tbe  titird  cbapttr  of  the  CoafeMion,  whicii  ttcat»  of  tWiiol; 
IVlaltr. 
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friendship  and  uuioa  amoDgst  ChristiaDs,  thai  in  composing 
this  woik  be  never  lost  sight  of  this  object.  In  endeavour" 
iiig  to  efibet  thls^  he  fint  exaniined  a  doctrinal  poinf,  le 
detennine  its  diaracter.   This  prepared  the  waj  for  hkn  to 

show  how  far  there  must  be  an  agreement  of  opinion  upon  it, 
in  order  to  nmintVTt  unity  and  fellowship ;  and,  by  conso- 
qoeace»  to  what  eactent  divenntf  of  sentiment  might  be  allow* 
ed  before  the  great  bonds  of  mutyshoold  be  broken  down^  and 
a  person  pronounced  unsuitable  for  Christian  communion. 
It  was  his  design  to  bring  to  this  trial  every  iloctrmal  sub- 
ject, in  order  to  show^  that  all  those  who  separated  from 
the  Ohoich  of  Rome^  and  maintained  orthodox  principlea^ 
might  agree  upon  the  great  and  weighty  doetrinea  of  oar 
common  Christianity. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  wished,  says  Limborch,  that  this  valu- 
able and  useful  work|  the  like  of  which  the  Chovdb  of 
Christ  had  never  seen  before,  had  been  completed  accoid- 
ing  to  the  original  design  of  the  author.  But  it  pleased  the 
Lord,  before  this  his  faithful  and  devoted  servant  had  exe- 
cuted one  half  of  the  task  he  had  thna  assigned  to  himsell^ 
and  whilst  he  was  yet  treating  of  the  piophetical  office  of 
Christ,  to  remove  him  to  the  eternal  blessedneaa  of  heaven. 
He  also  pursued  the  same  j^ubject,  but  in  a  more  comprehen- 
sive way,  in  a  course  of  sermons  on  these  words  of  our 
Lord,  Tkis  is  Ufif  eiemalf  that  they  mi0JU  kiunif  Ihee  ike 
mdjiflrue  €My  amdJetm  Chriti  whom  tkcu  hati  mU.  Thia 
work  also  closed  with  his  remarks  on  the  prophetical  office 
of  Christ.  Besides  the  generally  adopted  mode  of  convey- 
ing instruction  to  the  students  by  lectures,  he  allowed  them 
by  turn  to  pfopose  certain  questioDa  to  htm  on  the  aaott 
important  topics  of  reKgion,  or  on  passages  of  Scripture 
which  to  them  appeared  difTiculi  to  be  understood,  when  he 
gave  his  interpretation  of  them.  His  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions amounted  to  sixty-four. 

Though  thus  publicly  occii^ed  by  the  duties  of  hia  pro- 
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£e68or»bipy  he  was  irequently  cnuU^d  upoo  to  write  in  der 
fence  of  tbe  cante  of  Araunianum.  A  small  pnblicalion  was 
iMoed  fiom  the  pms  at  this  tiino»  designated,  A  Remain 

strant  Theologian,  The  picture  of  this  supposed  character 
was  takea  irom  the  writings  of  Vedelius,  whom  we  have 

just  named  as  detuning  tbe  RemaDstrants  by  misquotinf 
and  niisstatiiig  tfam  writings.   To  this  work  Episoopias 

wrote  an  auswer,  which  he  called,  The  True  Renumsirunl 
Theologian. 

The  Anninian  ChuKch  at  Kotteidam  jfoding  the  loss  of 
Episcopius*  pulpit  labours  by  his  remoyal  to  AmsteTdam, 

now  iiKulc  a  strong  effort  to  enjoy  his  ministry  again  ;  and 
it  was  only  by  the  persuasions  of  the  leadiog  persons  of 
their  Gommunity,  both  cleigy  and  lai^,  who  proved  that  it 
was  Ibrihe  interest  of  the  whole  body  that  he  should  reside 
at  Amsterdam)  that  they  were  induced  to  give  up  all  claim 
upon  him. 

In  the  month  of  Augost,  1640|  Episcopios  and  his  lady 

paid  a  visit  to  Rotterdam.  On  their  way  thither  he  was 
attacked  with  iiever.  A  storm  oi  thunder  and  lightning 
likewise  oame  0%  which  pre?ented  their  reaching  Botter- 
dam  befi»e  the  gates  of  the  city  were  shut   Having  to 

wait  some  length  of  Lime  before  they  could  gain  admilLaiicc, 
the  fever  was  aggravated,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was 
confined  to  his  bed  for  ibwr  months,  and  his  life  was  de» 
spsiied  of.  By  the  spedal  kindness  of  God,  however,  says 
Limborch,  he  was  restored,  and  went  back  to  Amslerdain. 
But  in  the  February  following  the  fever  returned,  and 
thooi^  he  xecoveced,  yet  he  Salt  the  e^ts  of  these  attacks 
to  the  latest  hour  of  hu  life. 

The  same  year,  two  nephews  of  Episcopius'  wife,  who 
resided  in  Rotterdam,  showed  some  inclination  to  go  over 
U)  the  Romish  Church.  These  genUemen  wece  supposed  to 
be  influenced  by  motives  of  personal  interest,  arising  from 
the  precarious  tenure  by  widch  they  held  some  property,  and 
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the V  judged  that  they  might  secure  it  more  effectually  by 
embraclDg  Popery.  To  jusiiiy  a  secession  from  Protes- 
tantism, tbejr  presented  Episcopias  with  ten  qnestioiii^ 
which  weve  designated,  ne  Thn  Horns  of  Poperjf.  These 
contained  eertatn  propositions  after  the  manner  of  the  dt* 
lemma  or  comuted  argument.  Episcopius  directly  answered 
tbeiD,  and  then  on  his  own  replies  formed  similar  proposi- 
tions, which  he  designated  Hetorsionei^  in  defence  of  Pro- 
testantism, to  he  answered  hy  the  Papist  This  work  was 
afterwards  published,  aud  is  a  masterly  performance. 

The  same  year,  1641,  Episcopius  had  the  misfortune  lo 
lose  his  beloved  wife,  Maria  Jans  Pesser,  alter  a  painlid 
illnesB  of  a  few  days.  The  loss  of  this  amiable  and  pious 
lady,  with  whom  he  had  lived  in  the  bonds  of  sweetest 
aiiection,  was  acutely  felt  by  him.  Nevertheless,  by  devout 
resignation  to  the  Divine  will,  he  was  enabled  to  bear  up 
under  it,  and  shortly  after  resumed  the  varions  duties  of  his 
office  with  unabated  zeal  and  diligence.  He  had  now  ia 
hand  his  last  work,  being,  An  Answer  lo  the  Examination 
of  Ahaham  Heidanus,  of  the  I  nut  i  tut  ions  of  the  Christian 
ReUgion^  according  to  the  Confemon  of  ike  Bemoneiranie, 
This  writing  was  sent  to  the  press  in  September,  IIMS. 
But  before  it  was  printed,  he  was  attacked  by  a  dangerous 
illness,  which  rendered  him  incapable  of  composing  a  pre- 
face, intended  as  an  answer  to  Heidanus*  Address  to  the 
Bemonstrants.  This,  however,  was  supplied  by  Uitenbo- 
gaerdt,  and  prefixed  to  Episcopius*  publication.  Just  as  it 
come  before  the  public,  he  u  as  attacked  by  a  detention  of 
urine,  which  was  attended  with  most  alarming  symptoms; 
and  though  he  twice  obtained  partial  relief,  yet  it  finally 
terminated  in  his  death.  The  progress  of  the  disease  is 
minutely  given  by  Limborch,  in  his  memoirs ;  but  we  deem 
it  necessary  only  to  say,  that  he  fell  into  a  state  of  stupor, 
and  was  for  some  time  totally  deprived  of  sight  Of  this 
heavy  affliction,  however,  he  seemed  generally  to  be  imcoo* 
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seioiui)  ili  coBflequeDce  of  tlie  stnpor  to  which  he  was 
suligect;  but  thoogh  he  was  thus  prevefited  from  feeling 
this  calamity  to  the  full  extent  which  he  otherwise  would 

,  have  done,  yet  when  he  was  in  any  measaie  reliered  from 
this  insensibility,  and  his  tinderslanding  was  more  active, 
then  he  adverted  to  his  blindness  to  his  friends,  saying,  that 
in  the  future  he  should  not  be  able,  as  heretofore,  to  labour 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Churchy  and  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
hia  heavenly  Master.   During  this  painiiil  and  distressing 

afiiiction,  the  whole  of  the  words  aud  sciitiiuents  he  uUered 
were  marked  by  deep  piety  and  unshaken  conhdeuce  in  Jesus 
Ghiiat,  his  Divine  Saviour  and  Kedeemer.   At  length  hia 
disease  assumed  an  aspect  which  took  away  all  hope  of  his 
recovery,  and  the  sig^s  of  dissolution  became  more  and  more 
evident,  until  on  the  fourth  of  April,  1043,  he  piously  and 
cahnly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  having  attained  the  age  of  sixty 
yean  and  three  months.   At  the  period  of  his  decease  the 
moon  was  under  an  eclipse,  which  led  some  of  his  friends 
to  remark,  that  the  event  then  taking  place  in  the  natural 
wonrld,  was  a  just  picture  of  that  which  had  transpired  in 
the  literary  and  moral  world,  in  as  much  as  death  had  thus 
partially  obscured  the  brightness  of  a  luminary,  whose  light, 
borrowed  from  Christ  the  Snn  of  Righteousness,  would 
remain  shaded  till  the  morning  of  the  resurrection ;  never- 
theless, that  the  other  part  still  continued  illumined,  since 
his  works  remained  to  shine  forth  in  all  their  briglitness,  dis- 
pelling darkness  and  exhibiting  a  pathway  to  the  enquirer 
after  truth  and  holiness. 

It  was  deteniiined  that  Episcopius'  remains  should  be 
interred  on  the  fourth  day  after  his  decease  j  and  he  was 
accordingly  buried  in  the  Western  church  beside  his  wife. 
Uitenbogaerdt,  though  in  his  eighty-seventh  year,  and  at 
some  distanci!  from  Amsterdam,  yet  impelled  by  his  affec- 
tionate remembrance  of  the  man  who  had  been  his  bosom 
friend  and  inseparable  companion  in  exile,  now  hastened  to 
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be  present  ou  the  moarnful  occasion  of  his  funeral.  Arrir* 
iog  Utdre  the  day  befon,  md  bemg  conducted  to  the  nxMi 
where  Uie  body  wfts  laid,  lie  ^ipnMclied  the  eoffin,  and 
plachigf  his  hand  npoa  the  head  of  the  corpse,  he  ezdaimed 
with  great  emotion,  "Oheadl  head  I  liow  id uch  of  wisdom 
was  once  contained  in  thee  !**  Of  aU  the  pecsoDS  who  fol- 
lowed £pi80opiiia  to  the  tomb,  and  theee  wete  reiy  mtnietiMii^ 
none  niove  rfaeeiely  and  aibctioiMtely  uounied  lua  loii, 
than  this  distinguished  and  aged  ministef.  OrotiaSy  as 
soon  as  he  heard  of  the  death  of  his  fnend,  immediately 
wiole  from  Fane  to  hia  biother  who  resided  at  the  Hagae^ 
aajing  anf oft^  other  ihingSy  m  fdation  to  the  deceani, 
"  I  atD  deeply  distimed  by  the  newi  of  the  deidi  of  Bpii> 
co])ius:  it  h  an  event  that  will  be  severely  felt  by  the  Re- 
monstrants. He  was  alike  distinguished  for  his  eattttUMPdinaiy 
mtdkct,  his  powerM  ekH|iience^  and  the  Mpodku  pUfi^  <tf 
hia  life." 

To  commemorate  the  worth  of  this  distinguished  man, 
his  relations  had  a  medal  struck.  On  the  one  side  of  it  was 
the  image  of  Trath,  on  the  mmt,  that  of  Llbef^.  By 
theee  emblems  they  intended  to  show  thai  lie  had  been  Ae 
poweribl  and  eloquent  defender  of  both.  His  manuscripts, 
says  Jiiniborcli,  he  assigned  to  my  father,  Francis  van 
Limborch,  and  named  at  the  same  time,  Peter  Cupiii) 
Bartholomew  Pneroatinay  and  John  Polyandery  BemoostiaBt 
mfauflters,  to  act  in  coDjimction  with  lnni|  in  inspecting  and 
preparing  them  for  publication. 
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CHAPTER  XVIIL 
HiTRBftTO  we  hare  made  ofe  of  Limborcli*B  memoin  of 

Epi.sco])ius  only  us  a  l^ook  of  reference.  This  chapter,  liow- 
ever,  which  exhibits  a  portrait  of  iiis  character,  both  as  to 
hie  mteUeetool  eniiiieiiee  and  mofal  worth,  we  heg  leave 
io  infonn  the  reader,  is  a  toe  txaiuialioii  flom  ihe  above 

writer. 

In  commencing  his  descriptioii  of  this  gieafc  man,  he 
sAys, — Hating  thus  given  a  brief  account  of  the  course  of 

Episcoi^Us'  life,  and  the  ceaseless  and  unwearied  labours  in 
which  he  was  engaged  to  the  very  close  of  his  career,  in 
the  discharge  of  those  duties  which  devolved  upon  him,  as  a 
minister  of  the  church,  and  a  futhM  servant  of  our  Lord 

Jesus  Christ,  it  now  remains  tliat  we  enter  a  little  closer 
into  an  examination  of  his  character,  in  order  that  we  maj, 
as  far  as  possiMe,  present  the  reader  with  an  exhibition  of 
the  extraordinary  powers  of  his  understanding,  and  the  other 
rare  endowments  with  which  he  was  distinguished.  And 
altiiough  it  is  possible  to  form  a  tolerably  correct  estimate 
of  them  from  what  has  already  been  stated,  and  more  espe- 
cially from  a  careful  perusal  of  his  wriUngs,  in  which  they 
shiuc  forth  in  a  most  splendid  nuumer,  nevertheless,  it  may 
be  worth  an  effort,  to  attempt  to  pourtray  a  more  distinct 
representation  of  them. 

Tn  doing  this,  it  may  be  fearlessly  stated,  that  he  was  a 
man  of  clear  and  vigorous  understanding,  sagacious  and 
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accurate  jadgmenty  indefiUigable  diligence^  extraordinary 
leamingy  powerful  eloquence^  exemplary  piety,  undaunted 
courage,  mitmpeacliable  fidelity,  and  tmflincliing  constancy 

under  snfforing.  This  rare  cooibiDation  of  natural  and  ac- 
quired capabilities  appeared  in  him  to  the  greatest  advan- 
tage,  chiefly  from  his  possessing  a  frank  and  cheerful  tern* 
per,  accompanied  with  modesty,  courtesy,  and  afibifity  of 
manners.  He  knew  how  to  accommodate  himself  to  the 
dispositions  and  circumstaDCCs  of  others,  but  especially  to 
meet  the  condition  of  those  who  were  lower  in  the  scale  of 
mind  and  learning  than  himsdf^  so  as  to  excite  their  con- 
fidence and  esteem. 

Were  we  disposed  to  attempt  to  dcaionstrate  the  truth  of 
this  staleo^cuL  ia  any,  or  all  its  parts,  we  think  that  the 
history  of  his  life  and  the  character  of  his  writings  would 
fomtsh  ample  means  for  effecting  such  an  object  But  we 
deem  il  not  necessary  to  alLcmpt  any  thing  like  an  extended 
or  elaborate  vindication  of  the  portrait  we  have  just  given. 
Indeed,  the  strength  of  his  understanding,  and  the  extent  of 
his  learning,  were  so  eminently  extraordinary,  and  so  genenU 
ly  admitted,  as  to  render  any  attempt  to  prove  them  perfectly 
superfluous.  The  Remonstrants  eonsidcred  him  to  be,  and 
held  him  up  to  public  notice  as  the  principal  champion  and 
defender  of  their  doctrines ;  and  especially  nsjoiced  in  him 
as  the  great  advocate  of  toleration,  of  which  they  account 
themselves  not  merely  the  avowed  supporters,  but  leaders 
in  such  a  holy  cause.  The  venerable  Uiteubogaerdt,  whose 
extraordinary  powers  are  known  to  every  one,  has  frequently 
declared  to  the  relations  of  Episcopius,  that  he  had  during 
his  protracted  life  conversed  with  very  many  learned  men, 
but  that  he  had  never  met  vv  iih  any  theologian  who  was  to 
be  compared  with  Episcopius  fur  his  knowledge  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  and  divine  subjects;"  and  he  was  accustomed 
to  add,  that  he  did  not  make  such  a  statement  for  the 
purpose  of  gratifying  his  relatives,  but  as  the  result  of  a 
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deep  conyictioii  of  the  troth  of  his  aBsertion,  and  as  being 

due  to  the  memory  of  such  a  man.*' 

In  irhat  esteem  his  works  are  held  in  England  at  this 
day,  i»  well  known  to  all  the  world,  seeing  thai  the  writinga 
of  the  moat  eminent  and  learned  men  of  that  conntiy  show 
how  much  their  authors  have  been  indebted  to  him.  Even 
his  greatest  enemies  have  been  constrained  to  acknowledge 
the  superiority  and  splendour  of  his  talents.  Heidanns,  in 
bis  Caum  Dei^  admits  ^  that  the  following  accomplidiments 
were  conspicuons  in  him ;  viz.,  great  learning,  penetration^ 
eloquence,  and  skill;**  and  these  he  possessed  in  such  a  high 
degree,  that  had  he  used  them  in  defence  of  the  doctrines 
flsaintanied  by  Heidanns^  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had 
wielded  them  agahist  them,  he  would  have  acquired  a  high 
reputation,  and  have  been  esteemed  and  honoured  as  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  doctors  of  the  age."^ 

Francis  Bunnan,  formerly  Professor  in  Utr^ht,  in  the 
second  part  of  his  Synopsis  of  Theology,  gim  the  following 
testimony  in  his  faronr.  ^  Amongst  the  Remonstrants  Epis- 
copius  must  be  placed  before  all  others,  as  being  ihcir  great 
chief  and  leader,  who  laudably  refuted  the  errors  both  of 
the  Jews  and  Papists.  His  other  works,  it  is  trae,  must  be 
read  with  judgment  and  discretion."  He  editors  of  the 
works  of  (lie  celebrated  Andrew  Rivet  affixed  no  other  pre- 
face to  them,  than  an  encomium  which  Kpiscopius  passed 
npon  them  in  a  letter  to  the  Heer  Beverwick,  who  subse- 
ipiently  ahowed  it  to  Rivet;  proving  most  decidedly  the 
estimation  in  which  they  held  the  judgment  and  learning  of 
this  extraordinary'  man.  By  many  members  of  the  Ivomish 
Church  his  learning  and  talents  were  held  in  such  high 
regard,  that  although  he  had  attacked  the  doctrines  of 
Popery  in  the  most  powerfbl  manner,  they  have,  neverthe- 
less, spoken  of  his  w  ritings  in  the  strongest  terms  of  ap- 
proval. This  has  been  especially  the  case  with  Father 
Mabillon»  who  at  this  time,  says  Limborch,  enjoys  in  Fkance, 
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in  coiiieqaeiice  of  hii  writings,  a  higji  degree  of  esteem 
and  consideration.    In  speaking  of  Episeopins*  loatitntesy 

he  bears  the  following  favourable  testimony  lo  them.  **  I 
cannot  forbear  saying  in  this  place,  that  if  some  parts  oi  the 
Theologioal  Institutes  of  Episcofdns  were  0xpiniged|  th^ 
Bnght  be  need  with  gieat  advantage  in  tke  slndy  of  divini^* 
The  work  is  divided  into  four  books,  the  order  of  which  is 
totally  different  from  that  of  similar  works  wliicli  are  at  this 
daj  in  common  use.  His  st^le  is  elegant,  the  mode  of  treating 
bis  snljeets  jnsttjr  oomspcnda  with  bis  stjrie^  end  tbe  tive 
would  not  be  ill-spent  hy  mj  one  in  perusing  the  work,  if 
certain  parts  of  it  were  omitted,  in  wliich  he  speaks  against 
the  Catholics  in  defence  of  his  own  sect.  Grotius  so  highljr 
valued  these  InstitnteSi  thai  he  constantly  carried  tbem  nbenl 
witb  him.^  In  this  statement,  says  Linbefcb,  MabQlon  in 
under  a  ^'^reat  mistake,  for  not  ouly  is  this  work  too  largr  la 
be  carried  about,  but  it  was  actually  not  published  tiU  five 
years  after  the  death  of  Gfotina. 

In  support  of  tbe  coirectness  of  these  enoovuhans^  we 
may  Tentnre  to  assert,  that  be  who  is  m  the  least  degree 
acquainted  with  the  works  of  this  learned  divine  must  have 
discovered,  and  be  forced  to  admit,  that  oo  opening  to  any 
part  of  bis  writings^  on  whatever  enlgeet  be  nwy  happsei  It 
fix  bis  eyoy  there  be  win  at  once  peraeive,  that  all  those 
powers  which  have  been  attributed  to  him,  shine  forth  with 
the  brightest  lustre.  If  the  reader,  for  instance,  will  turn  lo 
any  of  bis  treatises  on  any  braneb  of  theology,  and  care^y 
and  impartially  examine  it»  be  will  find  that  he  has  not  only 
accuTBtely  ^sUngmshed  all  tbe  parts  of  the  sidgect,  and 
given  a  clear  and  luminous  exhibiUon  of  the  point  imme«- 
diately  uuder  consideration,  but  has  so  completely  and  ful^ 
investigated  it»  that  be  wiU  be  constrained  to  anknowledg^ 
that  jostiee  has  been  done  to  the  snlgecty  and  aetua]|f 

nothing  is  left  to  be  said  upon  it. 
In  vindicating  his  own  senttmeuts,  and  reiuliug  those  to 
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wbMi  be  was  oppoted,  he  did  net  iwe  hit  afgranento  wii^ 
oat  dtaerinuMlifiii ;  a  piaelloe  too  eomnMm  anung  ihool»- 

gians.  But  he  first  maturely  examined  the  force  of  those 
usually  adopted  by  others  on  any  pasticular  topic^  or  such  aa 
oaigbiatod  in  his  |Mm  bdnd,  a^d  than  ttrailed  Inmaalf  of  the 
moit  weii^ty  and  eondasivey  jndgniy  tlial  the  sdHdify  of 
any  paoof  does  not  consist  in  tbe  number,  but  in  the  strngtli 
of  the  arguments  adduced  in  its  support;  and  that  it  is  uot 
UDtrequently  the  case,  that  truth  itself  is  ii^aved  by  the  in- 
awileynt  attampta  hf  whidi  aoaaa  peiaona  endeaTonr  to 
otarthmr  an  adaaaaafy,  in  as  nmeh  as  whan  the  latter  can 

readily  refute  the  imbecile  reasoning  brought  agaiut  him, 
he  is  the  more  Ail}y  couhrmed  in  his  attachment  to  his  error% 
and  becomes  more  self«cc»ifidenty  from  the  appaxont  nctdiy 
liB  haa  gained  and  amv^  at  the  tsopiAtiwm  that  uq  mm 
aoho  pvooft  can  be  addneed  in  faroiir  of  the  theory  he  haa 
opposed,  otherwise  they  would  have  been  advanced  by  his 
antagonist 

In  judging  of  hia  eapatllitica^  as  a  comnaotalor,  let  hot 
the  inparlial  abidflot  tnrn  to  any  of  hia  .exposituwa  of 

Scripture,  but  especially  his  illustrations  of  some  of  those 
parts  of  holy  writ  considered  to  be  very  obscure  and  diiiicult 
to  be  ttuderatood,  and  he  moat  acknowledge  that  in  bis  at- 
tenpta  to  ttmw  light  iqnp  them,  he  haa  not  only  diaplayed 
the  energies  of  a  great  mbd,  bnt  haa  done  whaterer  eoidd 
bti  required  of  a  sound  and  faithful  interpreter.  For  in- 
alance,  he  moat  diligently  and  above  all  things  laboured  to 
aaoertain  what  was  the  particular  deaign  of  the  aacred  writer 
]iiniael£  In,accomplishing  this,  he  critically  and  doaeiy  ex- 
amined Uic  style  of  the  author,  determined  the  strict  import 
of  a  passage  in  the  original,  and  then  adopted  that  interpre- 
tation the  least  forced,  and  which  seemed  most  naturally 
to  accord  with  the  whole  current  of  the  anbject  MoreoTer, 
be  waa  accustomed  to  support  hia  explanations  by  varioua 
weighty  arguments,  and  in  this  m^nuei*  either  won  over 
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to  lu«  aenttinenU  the  attentive  and  unbiateod  rMKkr,  or, 
at  least,  oonnnced  him  that  bia  espoaltuiii  bore  upon  it  ike 
atroogest  maika  of  truth.   Here  I  maj  aaj,  mthoat  ftaring 

coiUradiction,  that  he  bus  done  more  than  most  theologians 
in  establishing  certain  principlea  of  inteq^retation,  which  if 
adopted  bj  the  sinceie  enquiier  after  trath,  wiU  be  fouad 
to  aaaiat  him  greatly  Jb  hia  attempta  to  i&Teatigate  and  eln> 
cidate  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 

Some  persons  have  attempted  to  call  in  question  the  high 
daiiiia  of  Epiaeopiua  to  acholaiahip,  on  the  alleged  gio«nid 
of  hia  not  binng  deeply  vead  in  eceMaatical  hiatoiy,  and 
that  class  of  writers  usually  denondnated  the  Fathers  of 
the  Church.  *    1  am  irce  to  acknowledge,  that  he  certainly 
did  not  pay  so  much  deferenceiy  either  to  the  writings  of 
aneieBt  eedesiaatical  historia&iy  or  the  Fathers  of  iIm 
Church,  as  some  do^  who  think  that  a  pedect  knowledge  of 
their  works  is  sufficient  to  enable  U8  to  adjust  and  settle 
all  disputes  in  matters  of  religion,  and  who  w^ain^Aiw^  that 
if  perfect  unanimity  can  be  made  to  appw  open  any  point 
by  quotatiooa  from  their  wxitmga,  in  diat  ease  th^  may  be 
appealed  to  as  a  sdBcient  role  of  judgment  upon  any  de- 
bated question  in  the  Church  of  Christ.     E})isco|iins  cer- 
tainly saw  not  this  pretended  utility  and  authority  in  the 
writinga  of  the  Falhers,  and  thought  that  an  attempt  to  aeek 
that  unanimity  amongst  them,  in  order  to  make  their  judg> 
ment  bear  upon  the  disputes  of  the  present  day,  would 
certainly  be  an  endless  task,  and,  if  acciUupUshed,  of  little 

•  Blabop Bully  though  he  does  not  quesiiuu  Episcopius'  claims  lo  scholarship 
on  the  gronild  of  hit  not  being  deeply  read  in  the  writint,-',  of  Ihcse  leathers, 
bat^  on  fho  oontnuy,  dengnatcs  him  **  the  very  Icarnctl  und  ingcuiou&  Kpi^cu- 
plus/'  nefertbdMi  ttronglj  oensaies  him  for  saying  to  Waddlngot,  You 
•hall  never  ciigage  me  in  the  drudgery  of  wading  through  theie  writings. 
Nor  do  I  envy  thoie  penons  who  vmunt  themselves  on  their  extensive  ac- 
qntintiAce  with  then  ind  the  hiitorics  of  the  proceedings  of  councila." 
BlfftspjMTt  HMey  vol.  iii  p.  105. 
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Borvice,  becmte  thej  dl  wero  not  only  capable  of  eningy 
but  alflo  that  no  one  of  them  bad  been  exempt  from  mbtake; 

and  tliaL  uolhing  is  to  be  met  with  in  their  writings  in  the  way 
of  enabling  us  correcay  to  interpret  the  Scriptures,  that  is 
not  to  be  found  in  tbe  woika  of  otber  wiiten  wbo  bare  Ihred 
in  a  later  period.   Besides  be  was  accustomed  to  say  of  tbe 
Fathers,  "  He  observed  that  in  them  there  was  so  much  that 
was  obscure  and  ambiguous ;  that  their  words  were  fiequently 
capable  of  a  twofold  meanings  and  were  often  so  strainedy 
and  used  in  sncb  a  pmerted  sense,  and  to  convey  such  op- 
posite ideas,  that  it  would  be  endless  labour  to  discriminate 
and  ascertain  their  true  intent  and  meaning.**    fie  then 
adds,    Moveorer^  I  candidly  confess^  Ibat  I  am  cansckms 
tbat  I  have  not  bestowed  so  much  time  and  labour  in  read- 
ing the  early  ecclesiastical  historians,  as  is  required  in 
those  wbo  deem  it  right  to  make  an  appeal  to  them,  in  sop- 
port  of  any  (pinion  they  may  adopt  and  publisb  to  tbe 
world.   Whether  this  has  originated  with  tbe  circumstance 
of  my  being  naturally  disinclined  to  such  reading,  or  through 
mattention  to  tbem,  I  really  am  unable  to  determine.  This 
I  bnowy  tbat  I  have  never  been  strongly  disposed  towards 
them,  or,  at  least,  1  have  no  very  great  esteem  for  these 
ancient  ecclesiastical  historians.**     As  to  the  claims  of 
these  historiansi  tbe  reasons  of  bis  not  holding  them  in 
tbe  high  estimation  that  some  persons  ba?e  done,  be  baa 
full)  staled  in  the  commencement  of  his  second  letter  to 
the  Jesuit  Waddingus,  on  the  worship  of  images,  in  which 
be  declares,  that  be  should  not  be  willing  to  enter  into 
a  dispute  with  any  person,  if  the  question  at  issue  was  to 
be  decided  by  au  appeal  to  the  authority  and  testimony  of 
ecdsaiastical  historians.      My  want  of  coohdence,**  he  says, 
m  tbe  £deli^  of  these  writers^  partly  arises  firom  the 
conduct  of  some  who  bear  that  name  in  the  present  day.  Let 
me  go  to  our  own  history  as  a  people.    Although  the 
proceedings  adopted  against  us,  and  the  cluuracter  of 
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the  persons  wlio  have  so  injured  our  r^utalioo,  and  oc- 
oi>ioiied  our  pwtwrt  axile  aid  raMapi  mm  veil  Imowv; 
jrel  nrhMt  Iim  not  baen  niidi  and  wfilteo»  to  vmdmtB 

them  aod  defame  us,  by  persons  who  are  called  modern 
historians?  Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  Baudartius, 
whose  pages  are  foulljr  stained  with  malevolence,  and  who 
«ajr  ba  jmUy  dattfiirilad  a»j  lUag  but  an  hiataiiaa.  ••  And 
w!Mit  baa  not  «b«l  fodlttb  Herman,  Daniel  Anfeliiorater, 

written,  respecLiiig  the  events  that  have  taken  place  in 
Holland,  in  his  book  conceming  the  Synod  of  Dorl?  NeFev- 
tbalaia  the  raader  •haald  nol  fargal  ^ai  Ihii  pwn  ma  amp 
9t  Iba  JblAtfrt  ndm  waa  anmaionad  to  aiaiat  at  lha  flyaod; 
and,  consequently,  had  been  an  eye-witness  of  all  its  trana- 
aotionSy  and  therefore  capable,  it  might  be  smd,  of  aocu- 
lataly  e^aauaiDg  and  laitbfiilly  reecwding  aH  its  proceadU^a. 
With  tbaBe  oinctni^tiaiaaa- baiim  bini,  it  iPonldi  at  fiiat 
aigbt,  be  deemed  the  bfgbest  preatunpCton  and  aeeptldam 
in  amy  one  to  dare  to  call  in  question  the  credibility  of  a 
theologian,  who  had  thus  been  summoned  to  attend  the 
fijraodiandbadrenudnadaooieinanlbain  HaUand^iMROiiiMl 
with  the  eoaipany  and  aonfrwaatlon  both  of  the  dMnaa  of 

that  country  and  llio  dcpulics  of  tlie  States.  And  although 
his  work  abounds  with  most  absurd  and  foolish  statements, 
ibd  hia  aasertiona  rire  ao  groaily  ftJaa»  tbal  it  may,  with 
tiie  atriotest  justlee^  ba  oqnflldeMd  aa  only  antiUa^  to  W 
ranked  with  Grecian  fable ;  yet  with  the  above  facts,  and 
the  advantage  of  the  oouwe  of  time,  a  person  might  take  these 
as  the  gpc*oand  of  eonfidence  in  the  vmoity  of  this  writer. 
And  I  am  bold  to  aay^  ihai  after  tho  lapae  of  n  oactoin 
period,  saeh  wfll  be  Iho  argaaienta  aat  up  In  Ita  Aivcoff, 
and  thns  its  fictitious  statements  will  be  quoted,  as  exhibit- 
ing matters  of  real  history. 

When  I  eoneider  tba  abovo  caae^  and  othora  of  a  ahnikr 
kindy  I  am  mentably  led  to  thia  oonctomn;  that  I  havo  a 
right  to  doubt  whether  the  facts  aud  events  said  to  hafn 
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taken  place  in  ancient  timea  fUd  eiial,  and  eapeoiaHy  bi 
Uie  namier  in  whieh  they  are  tepfeaceted,  in  lelalion  to 
thoae  to  whon  Hkey  lunre  been  atfniNifeed.   My  mind  thoa 

being  held  in  doubt  as  to  the  testimony  of  these  writers,  I 
can  never,  therefore,  bring  myself  to  that  degree  of  ac- 
qnioaconoe  in  their  atatementay  as  to  attov  myaelf  to  be 
eettdcted  of  their  trntfa,  er  iqpqpeal  to  then  Ibr  the  purpoae 
of  convincing  moAer,  especiaUy  when  the  historian  is  a 
party  concerned.  For  it  is  almost  impossible  for  such  a 
peiaon  not  to  be  canied  iMvay,  or  buol  hie  feelings  with  hia 
namthre}  and»  aa  a  eoomqamoe,  he  viU  too  hig^y  ooUmr 
or  deeply  shade  the  ftota  he  haa  to  atate.  Indeed^  all  htatoriy 
ijiay  be  justly  siiBpccted,  unless  the  historian  be  a  neutral 
person,  and  altogether  uninterested  and  unaffected  by  the 
oi^eet  of  which  he  wriiea»  it  being  with  him  a  nuttlar  of 
peileet  indlteenee,  whether  he  haa  to  atato  a  certiin  oaaei 

or  directly  the  opposite.** 

In  our  portrait  of  Episcopius,  we  should  not  do  justice  to 
him,  if  we  did  not  exhilnt  his  Iotc  of  peace  as  a  prominefit 
ftatmhihiachmoler,  Th|idiipoaitiony  in  foet,  is  evident 
Ihroughont  the  whole  of  his  writhiga.  Claiming,  it  ia  true, 
the  privilege  of  forming  his  own  opinion  on  any  subject,  he 
£reely  granted  the  same  right  unto  others,  never  wishing 
to  eompel  a  penon  to  adopt  hia  aentiBBenta;  and  when  m- 
eMe  by  the  feree  of  argnment  to  win  an  inditridaal  to  hia 

views,  he  was  ever  ready  to  eviuce  a  brotherly  spirit  of 
feibearancey  in  tolerating  in  him  what  he  deemed  to  be 
an  ammeona  aentiiaent  With  him  this  toleration  was  based 
vipam  thoae  piioeifles  whloh  onght  to  be  colfivated  by  all 
PMeatttits ;  naaaely,  that  aU  that  w«a  neeeeaaiy  to  be  bo> 
Meved  and  performed,  in  order  to  the  salvation  of  any  person, 
is  fidly  revealed  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  as  being  the  only 
iniyUble  folo  iaith  and  oondnei,  deliwed  to  na  by  Ood» 
and  Jeaoa  Ohriat,  the  only  anpreme  leglalalon  Any  pointa, 
thciefoie,  uut  fully  and  expressly  declared  iu  the  bciiptures, 
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as  being  absolutely  necessary  to  be  believed,  in  order  to  any 
cue  hwmg  in  holinest  and  dying  in  safety,  he  nerer  at* 
tempted  at  any  time  to  impose  upon  a  man  as  an  artidb  of 
fkith  absolutely  necessary  to  be  belitM  ed  and  adopted.  On 
the  other  hand,  that  which  the  Scripture  distinctly  and  ex* 
piessly  condemned  as  enoneoosy  he  never  ioft  a  moment 
allowed  that  it  ought  to  be  tolemted,  or  admitted  that  thoee 
who  maintained  snch  doctrines,  should  be  received  into  the 
bosom  of  the  Church,  or  share  in  the  privilege  of  Chrisiian 
brotherhood.  Nevertheless,  having  gone  thus  far  in  rela- 
tion to  inch  personsy  he  betieved  he  was  not  wairaated 
eiUier  to  take  npon  hhnsel^  or  vindieate  in  others,  any 
severer  line  of  conduct  against  them.  So  judging,  he  main- 
tained that  he  acted  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
Jesos  Christy  his  Lord  and  Master,  to  whom  alone»  he  said 
it  belonged,  as  soprano  tescher  and  kwgiver  in  hb  Chonii, 
to  institute  penalties  and  exercise  the  right  of  adjud^ng 
men  to  eternal  life  or  eternal  death;  ami  that  he  who  took 
upon  himself  to  impose  upon  otliers  more  than  the  Divine 
Saviour  had  stated  in  his  holy  word  as  necessary  to  tahra- 
tion,  arrogantly  assumed  hb  authority,  and  presumptaond^ 
mounted  his  judgment-seat. 

Ihis  point  was  deemed  by  him  of  such,  moment,  that  he 
considered  the  maintenance  of  it  of  more  Importance  than 
his  own  views  on  any  particular  sdbject  comecled  with  the 
doctrine  of  Pkedestinationy  in  vindication  of  which  he  wiole 
so  many  learned  treatises.  This  he  most  expressly  states  in 
a  letter  to  Hugo  Grotius :  My  affection  for  the  holy  canse 
of  our  80010^,**  he  says,  is  greater  than  my  abili^  to  aerve 
it  For  I  am  fiilly  penoaded  that  there  is  no  rdigions  body 
which  advocates  and  applies  remedies,  so  calculated  to  heal 
the  dissensions  and  schisms  which  rend  and  tear  tlie  Chris- 
tian world,  as  does  our  oomnmnity.  I  should  not  esteem 
the  dispute  on  the  five  articles  of  Uiat  degree  of  importance 
that  I  do,  were  it  not  connected  with  the  discrimination 
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l>etween  essential  and  unessential  points  of  doctrine,  and  of 
tlie  mutnal  lolemtion  of  Christians.  I  know  that  there  aie 
peraons  who  think  otherwise,  and  regard  them  only  for  their 
own  sake,  and  therefore  belicre  that  they  must  rigidly  aud 
at'mo'rotAtt  ttHctly  coniine  themselves  witbin|  the  five  articles. 
Hot  I  camipt  bring  myself  in  this  matter  to  their  judgment 
'Not  that  X  think  diat  any  thing  ought  to  be  agitated  which 
the  Christian  world  has  hitherto  wished  should  remain  un- 
touched— ^by  no  means.   On  the  contrary,  I  so  love  Chris- 
tiam  peace  and  aoityt  that  I  would  rather  conceal  my  views 
on  any  unimportant  truth,  than  seek  to  obtain  a  species  of 
vain  glory  kom  an  exhibition  of  them,  though  they  might 
nppear  to  me  to  be  a  discoTery*  And  I  do  this  because  I 
think  that  little  will  be  effected  in  the  way  of  securing  this 
unity,  until  all  disputes  upon  minor  points  be  in  a  similar 
manner  avoided,  and  whatever  would  contribute  to  their 
attendantSi — dissensioiiBy  separationsy  schisms^  and  persecu- 
Uoos.   And  this  I  judge  will  never  be  accomplished,  until 
on  accurate  discrimination  be  made  between  necessary  and 
unnecessary  truths.   To  contend  earnestly  for  an  unneces- 
$axy  truth)  as  though  it  woe  an  important  point  of  doctrine, 
is  a  line  of  conduct  I  shall  never  adopt   For,  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  is  better  to  err  concerning  a  truth  which  is  uot 
essential,  than  so  to  misuse  our  correct  views  of  it,  as  to 
make  it  an  occasion  of  dissension  and  odium.  £nor  is  not 
the  work  of  the  flesh,  but  schism  is  the  mother  and  nurse  of 
hatred  and  faction,  and  consequently  of  persecution.  I 
believe,  therefore^  that  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between 
osocntial  and  unessential  truths,  and  promote  unity  and 
peace  amongst  Christians,  should  be  the  end  and  object  of  all 
our  labours  and  writings,  and  that  to  which  every  thing  else 
ought  to  be  subservient  And  I  am  fully  convinced  that  this 
dengn  is  so  well-pleasing  to  the  Most  High  Ood,  that  on 
account  of  it  he  will  aecotnpauy  our  society  with  his  blessiug, 
though  the  whole  world  should  rise  to  oppose  it." 
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In  consequence  of  his  moderation  aad  love  of  peace,  ho  was 
ehirged  with  Sociiliailisiii^  Iknd  it  was  publicly  reported  that 
he  waa  attAched  to  that  beMy.  Thia  grew  out  of  tlie  pn- 
vailing  notion,  that  for  a  person  soundly  to  embrace  doc- 
irines  opposite  to  those  of  Socinus,  it  was  necessary  for  him 
to  prdte  his  orthodoxy  by  condemning  and  denouncing  the 
ibUoWt^fa  of  this  man  to  ^eilaaltttg  ftofditSon.  The  ineoiw 
vdOtnoBa  aild  injustice  of  Aneh  a  mode  of  judging,  Abtfahttn 

Calo\iiLs,  formerly  Professor  of  Wurlemburg,  clearly  saw 
and  stated.  For  although  he  was  aa  great  an  enemy  to  the 
toleration  adTocated  by  the  Aiminiana^  as  any  amongat  Uie 
Oalvfaiists,  yet,  when  adverting  to  the  chitaAtof  of  Kpisco- 
pius,  he  thus  writes ;  "  Voetins  intiniates  that  he  has  no 
doubt  that  Episcopius  ought  to  be  declared  guilty  of  tiie 
Socinian  enfota.  But  Vedelitiay*  not  aAtiafled  with  thia^ 
ot>eiily  aaaerta,  thAt  Amongst  the  Amdmana  Efnaeopiiia 
must  be  considered  not  only  a  Socinian,  but  as  having  been 
wholly  nourished  and  cherished  by  the  milk  nf  Socimanism, 
and  that  he  baa  it  even  in  tfie  marrow  of  hia  boHea.  But,** 
aaya  CalovioB^  hn  the  writinga  of  Bpiacopina  the  contrafy 
appears  tnoat  eTidenUy  and  diistinctly.  Fdr  in  them,  he  not 
only  dcfcnfis  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  in  a  most  masterly 
wayy  but  also  the  pre^-exiatence  of  the  Son  of  God  before 
hia  aaaumpdon  of  htmiamfyi  and  ckaily  demonatratea  hia 
divine  nature  againat  fioeinna,  and  ably  lefbtea  at  the  aame 
time,  his  subtle  reasonings  and  cavillings.  This  may  be 
seen  in  his  Theological  Institutes,  book  iv,  chap.  82.  And 
'  although  all  that  he  there  teachea  eoncekning  the  Trinity  may 
not  be  deemed  atti^tly  in  accordance  with  the  Catholie  fidth» 
as  we  ahall  ahow  in  its  proper  place,  nereKheleaa,  what 
he  there  states,  most  distiiictly  proves  him  not  to  have 
been  a  Socinian,  but  demonatiates,  on  the  contrary,  that  he 
waa  decidedly  oppoaed  to  the  docttinea  of  that  achooL 
On  tiiia  accoont,  therefore,  it  ia  not  aafb  to  give  credit  to 

•  1  he  reader  will  rccoUcct  that  Uiii  was  JihaptwiHS,  the  picker.  Sec  page 
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Ae  diafges  of  the  Calvintsts  alone,  unless  the  opposite 
party,  that  is,  the  Remoilstraats,  be  heftrd,  and  their  opinion 
fairly  aud  bonetU|'  tBkm  out  of  their  writings.'* 

To  the  Above  rtatement  Limboieh  addii  that  «i  ftr  frdm 
Ini  being  a  SooiniAti;  I  dara  aniitt  ihM  Bt>iMoplii8,  both  by 
his  moderation  and  powerfhl  arguments,  has  won  more 
persons  from  Socinianisnit  than  the  whole  of  the  Calrinistic 
^mrlltoB.  This  atiftes  from  tiieiy  generally  attacking  thii 
ayttom  with  weak  afgtinieiitB^  and  ihereby  rendering  the 
parties  whom  ihej  assail  the  more  confirmed  in  their  errors, 
tn  vindication  of  this  statementi  I  shall  relate  the  following 
fact 

While  Spiseof^itta  was  piofeMr  at  Leydeni  Jonas  81ich- 

tingius  and  Martin  Ruams  spent  some  time  at  this  uni- 
versity. During  their  stay  there,  Episcopius  had  several 
conversations  wiili  them  on  difibrent  doctrines  of  religion, 
and  more  especially  on  the  eAtaiay  of  the  death  of  Christ 
In  one  of  tiiese  lie  stated  the  sentiments  of  the  Remmi* 

atrants  on  tliis  subject,  which  may  be  consideted  as  a 
medium  between  those  of  the  Calviuists  and  the  Socinians. 
Tke  Contia-Bemonstranti  aasert,  that  Christ  has  taken 
upon  himself  aU  the  sins  of  the  elect,  and  has  snfiered  for 
them  all  the  punishment  that  tlieir  offences  had  merited,  and 
therefore,  was  literally  and  strictly  punished  in  their  stead, 
and  thus  satisfied  the  punitive  justice  of  God.  SocinuSy 
on  the  contraiy,  beUeredy  that  Christ's  death  merelj  sealed 
and  oonfirmed  his  doctrine^  and  that  he  having  risen  front 
the  dead  and  ascended  into  heaven,  was  exalted  to  be  king 
over  all  men,  and  received  all  might  in  heaven  and  earth, 
and  thioo|^  this  power  sends  his  word  into  all  the  world, 
hy  the  hifliiBnee  of  which  he  converta  men,  and  as  the  king 

of  all  pardons  tlic  sins  of  those  who  arc  converted  by 
it,  and  thus  reconciles  tbem  unto  God  the  Father.  The 
sentiments  of  the  Remonstrants  may  be  thus  stated,  that 
Christ  through  his  painful  and  ignominions  death,  which  he 
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imioeenily  suffered,  satisfied  the  will  of  God,  wbicli  was  at 
once  just  and  merciful;  that  is,  that  iie  readily  obeyerl  God, 
and  suffered  all  that  God  would  he  should  suffer  to  atone 
ibr  the  liiia  of  the  whole  human  face;  and  also  that  his 
dei|th  was  a  real  and  efficient  sin-offering  and  propitialoiy 
sacrifice  for  the  sius  of  men,  on  which  account  the  wrath  of 
God  against  sinners  is  appeased.  Therefore,  God  has  in- 
stituted a  new  covenant  with  men,  in  which  he  declaies 
that  he  will  giacionsljr  and  freely  forgive  them  all  actual 
sins  and  guil^  and  bestow  upon  them  eternal  fife,  on  the 
condition  that  they  believe  on  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and 
obey  his  holy  Gospel.  And  while  the  gracious  overtures  of 
this  Go^l  aie  being  preachedi  God  mercifidly  restnins 
his  anger,  and  patiently  waits  their  conversion.*  This  sen* 
timent,  \\  liich  stands  midway  between  the  otlicr  two,  waji 
communicated  from  Episcopius  to  Grotius  through  Vossius, 
when  the  latter  asked  him  his  opinion  of  Grotius^  book  on 
the  salis&etion  of  Christ  The  above  statement  of  bis  senti- 
ments Episcopius  so  powerfully  supported  by  testimonies 
drawn  from  Scripture,  that  Slichtingius  and  Ruarus,  being 
Ailly  convinced  of  its  truths  adopted  his  views  on  this  point, 

•  Alflioiigh  tiM  Holy  Spirit  it  not  hm  aidv«rl«d  t»  9M  tflooinptnjiog  tlw 
preaching  of  the  ChMpel,  to  gire  tBLnknej  to  it  in  the  ooBvenioii  of  a  nil- 
ner,  yet  thli  WM  ftdlj  belie?ed  tad  pnblidy  mafaitained  by  Epiio^w  is 
hb  writings  and  Mrmooa.  Many  quotations  might  be  pfodooed  In  Ibfonr  of 
this  itetamont  Wo,  however,  shall  give  bnt  one,  ^Akk  ie  to  be  Ibnnd  in 
his  anawer  lo  Camefon'adeftiieo;  it  it  ai  follows.  "  SI  aetlonen  ImdUgaa 
per  qnam  mens  capax  leddllnr  ad  pendj^endnm  dogmata  Christianat  leH* 
gionis,  eaque  certo  eiedendoni,  non  potes  sane  ignonri,  qnin  Remonstnntce 
cjttsmodi  actionem  Saneti  Splritna  in  mentem  semp«r  admlaerin^  et  polen- 
tiam  ad  ciedendam  neoesaailam  semper  eoncesssrint.'* 

In  the  folio  edltlonof  his  aennone  published  In  0ntcb,  he  has  a  oovm  of 
eennona  on  the  agenoj  of  the  Splriti  in  which  he  speaks  of  its  fnifed 
operations  in  the  awakening  and  eonveisloii  of  a  sinner,  and  ita  atteaUng 
pardon  and  adoption  to  the  belierei'a  hear^  with  the  neceasl^  of  its 
infloence  in  order  to  his  sanctiflcatlon  and  peisevetsnce  In  holiness  to  tbo 
end  of  hie  life. 
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and  in  ▼arious  parts  of  their  writings,  showed  that  they  were 

the  advocates  of  tlie  (loclrincs  of  tlio  llenionstrants.* 

His  love  of  peace  was  accompanied  witlx  a  modest  and 
inoffensive  freedom,  which  was  especially  evident  when  he 
stated  his  sentiments  to  others,  which  he  proposed  for  their 
edification,  as  weU  as  to  receive  their  candid  strictures  upon 
them.  The  liberty  be  required  for  himself,  he  readily 
conceded  to  others,  and  what  he  considered  too  much  for 
another  to  claim  £rom  him,  he  never  exacted  for  himself. 
In  him  was  seen  the  love  of  independence  with  the  exercise 
of  forbtaiauctj  aud  he  embodied  in  liis  cuiiduct,  more  than  is 
usual  with  most  persons,  that  maxim,  which  required  him 
to  do  unto  others,  that  which  he  wished  them  to  do  unto 
him;  consequently,  what  he  desired  them  not  to  do  unto 
him,  be  guarded  against  doing  to  them.  Such  a  temper 
oi  mmd,  and  mode  of  actiug,  prepared  him  to  allow  another 
to  differ  from  him,  and  prevented  his  treating  the  party  who 
did  so,  otherwise  than  with  the  utmost  kindness  and 
courtsey.   We  have  akeady  hunted  at  his  disposition  to 

*  Whether  these  two  Oentlenen  were  orthodox  or  not*  at  the  time  alluded 
to  hy  limborcb,  we  dull  not  tmdertake  to  eay.  Thet  Sliditbigiin  wiihed 
to  he  ooniideredfree  from  hetrodoxy  is  evident,  from  his  dedsriogto  die  Synods 
of  South  and  North  HoUend,  that  he  was  a  heliever  in  the  Trinity,  the 
Divinity  of  Christ,  and  the  Doctrine  of  satisfocHon  hy  the  Atonement. 
NevertbelesSi  it  is  too  well  known,  that  he  subsequently  adopted  Sodnianism. 
That  they  were  charged  hy  the  Calvinisu  at  that  period  with  having  embraced 
it,  is  most  probable,  but  tUs  is  no  proof,  that  it  really  was  so,  in  as  nuieh,  as  it 
was  It  common  practiee  wilh  them,  when  a  man  dimmed  at  the  absolute  de- 
crees of  elecdon  and  reprobation,  to  brand  him  with  bong  en  heretic,  as  Moulin 
chaiged  Amyraut  with  being  an  Arian,  in  consequence  of  his  advocating 
his  milder  views  of  CSalvinism,  to  which  we  shall  subsequently  advert.  The 
sibove  statement  on  the  atonement,  said  toeihibit  the  opinions  of  Bsptsoopins 
on  tUs  sulgect,  we  beg  leave  to  remind  the  reader,  is  only  a  second^hsnd 
representation  of  his  sentiments,  and,  indeed,  may  be  considered  rather  as 
giving  those  of  limbofdi  than  of  Eptacopius,  and  we  prefer  directing  the 
reader  to  the  chapter  on  the  Work  of  Redemption  in  the  Confession  of  the 
Bemonstrants»  as  drawn  up  by  the  hitter,  for  his  opinions  on  tids  importsnt 
sttljeet 
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aecommodate  biniself  to  persons  of  limited  mind  and  educa* 

don-  This,  we  conceive,  principall}  originated  with  that 
solicitude  which  prompted  him  to  adopt  the  most  suitable 
means  to  give  them  distinct  yiews  upon  any  doctrine^  and 
thereby  bring  them  to  a  knowledge  of  tbe  tmth.  Of  the 
correctness  of  this  statement,  all  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  liim,  and  were  favoured  witii  iiis  friendship^  were  ready 
to  testify. 

It  is  true  I  am  quite  aware,  that  some  persons  have  said, 
that  Episcopius  did  not  show  much  amiableness  of  temper 

in  his  writings,  but,  on  the  contrary,  displayed  a  great 
share  of  keenness  and  asperity  of  feeling  towards  those 
aipsinst  whom  he  wrote.  I  must,  however,  take  the  liberty 
ot  saying,  that  they  are  made  by  those  individuals,  who 
above  all  others,  ought  to  be  the  last  to  give  utterance 
to  such  complaints,  and  from  wliose  lips  they  come  without 
the  least  shadow  of  justice  or  propriety.  For  instance,  the 
Apology  he  wrote  against  the  Leyden  censurers  of  the  Con* 
fession,  and  his  writings  against  Heidanus  and  Vedelios, 
have  been  compUiined  of  by  tlicse  gentlemen.  But  suppose 
it  be  granted  that  Episcopius  might  have  replied  to  them  in 
milder  terms  than  he  did,  yet  are  these  the  persons  who 
have  a  right  to  murmur  because  he  did  not  ?  That  Episco* 
pius,  when  he  was  attacked,  certainly  rose  in  all  the  might  of 
his  energies,  to  defend  himself  and  the  good  cause  of  the 
Kemonstrants  against  au  adversary,  is  readily  aduiitted; 
nevertheless,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  he  was  never,  or 
rarely,  the  assailant;  and  when  engaged  in  repeHing  the 
charges  of  an  opponent,  let  any  person  only  cuuiparc  the 
writings  penned  against  him,  and  his  answers  to  them, 
and  then,  candidly  and  without  prejudice,  give  a  decision  in 
the  case;  and  we  know  who,  he  will  be  constrained  to  say, 
exhibited  the  greatest  share  of  bitterness  and  severity  in 
his  writings.  These  men  have  shown  in  their  publications, 
that  it  was  not  their  object  to  instruct,  but  to  occasion  the 
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Araainians  to  be  hated  and  suspected  of  heresy,  and  in 
ti&is  maooer  excite  a  spirit  of  opposition  and  persecation 
against  them.  They  not  only  condemned  all  their  doctrines 
M  pernicioiis  errors,  but  likewise  evinced  unabatiug  hos- 
tility lo  them  in  all  their  measures  and  proceedings. 

One  odious  and  leading  feature  in  all  their  works  Episco- 
pins  strongly  censured,  that  is,  their  presumption  in  daring 
to  condemn  others,  and  showed  how  repugnant  their  mode  of 
judging  and  acting  was  to  the  gentle  temper  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  his  holy  Gospel.   Snch  conduct,  be  it  understood,  is 
not  a  mere  error  of  the  understanding,  but  a  nn  worthy  of 
punishment,  and  that  too  of  the  heaviest  kind,  because  of  its 
being  clothed  with  a  specious  appearance  of  zeal  for  the  truth 
of  Grod*   In  order,  therefore,  to  act  the  part  of  an  upright 
defender  of  Christian  peace  and  liberty,  he  could  not  do 
otherwise  than  vividly  paint  and  exhibit  such  a  sin  in  all  its 
deception  and  deiormity,  and  pronounce  upon  it  its  justly 
merited  condemnation.    We  may  here  be  permitted  to 
lemind  the  reader,  that  while  contemplating  the  conduct 
of  Episcopius  in  reproving  his  antagonists,  he  ought  always 
to  remember  not  merely  the  severity  tliat  was  adopted  against 
him  and  his  brethren,  but  the  sheer  malignity  with  which 
ihey  were  pursued,  manifested  by  their  enemies  in  branding 
them  with  odious  epithets,  and  attributing  to  them  the 
most  revolting  heresies,  which  was  done  evidently  with  a 
design  of  bringing  persecution  upon  them,  in  as  much  as 
such  representations  were  followed  with  an  appeal  to  the 
civil  authorities,  to  punish  them  as  being  heterodox  in  their 
sentiments.    And  we  further  challenge  the  reader  to  point  out 
asingle  instance  of  retaliation  on  his  part,  in  the  same  abusive 
knguage  and  foul  reproaches  with  which  he  was  assailed. 
That  he  used  strong  rebukes,  will  be  admitted,  but  never 
without  showing  that  his  enemies  had  furnished  him  with 
just  occasion  for  them.   And  we  defy  any  one  to  &ud  in  his 
writings  an  instance  in  which  he  designates  his  opponents 
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kereiicM  iaid  copenani^breakers^  or  that  be  has  ever  beea 
known  to  pass  a  rash  and  uncharitable  judgment  upon  their 

motives,  and  the  purposes  and  feelings  of  their  hearts. 
Neilher,  indeed,  did  he  ever  act  the  part  of  the  Cunira- 
Remonstrants,  who  constantly  and  positively  asserted  thai 
when  the  Armintans  came  forth,  in  the  fiiat  instance,  to 
announce  certain  doctrines,  they  did  so,  not  irom  a  eonrie* 
lion  of  their  truth,  but  from  a  desire  of  the  viuii  glory 
attendaut  ou  the  publication  of  that  which  is  novel.  And 
thus  they  insinuated  that  tbej  wrote  and  defended  opinions^ 
which  in  their  consciences  they  admitted  to  be  false,  till 
at  length  they  were  brought  by  the  necessity  of  their  cir- 
cumstances, to  contend  for  their  verity,  aud  at  last  were 
led  to  beliere  them  to  be  true  as  a  consequence  of  judicial 
blindness.  This  presumption,  which  claimed  the  right 
of  judging  of  the  feelings  and  motives  of  the  heart  of 
another,  and  moimting  the  judgment-seat  of  God,  never 
once  entered  the  gentle  and  unassuming  mind  of  Episco- 
pius.  Those  who  are  prepared  to  esteem  and  vindicate 
the  publications  to  which  he  so  ably  replied,  I  cannot  see 
with  what  degree  of  justice  they  can  compldn  of  the 
severity  which  may  liave  been  occasionally  used  by  hi  in. 
lEtvery  person  knows  how  ready  the  Contra- Remonstrant 
doctors  are  to  apologize  for  the  bitterness  Calvin  and  Besa 
have  exhibited  in  their  writings,  but  especially  for  the 
severity  and  cruelly-persecuting  cniuluct  of  the  former. 
Hence,  the  Professor  Ueidanus,  in  adopting  this  line  of 
conduct,  says :  "  Few  persons  were  made  subject  to  the 
effects  of  Calvin*s  anger,  but  those  who  merited  it  Irrita- 
bility seems  natural  to  great  minds  which  are  intent  upon 
the  acc(iiii]>lisbment  of  their  designs,  and  it  is  bv  no  means 
proper  in  us,  to  reproach  or  ridicule  them  on  account  of 
it.  We  can  indeed  be  angry  and  sin  not  Anger  excifeed 
on  account  of  6od*s  gloij,  in  vindication  of  the  truth,  is  be- 
coming to  great  minds*"    Let,  says  Limborch,  but  a  small 
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portion  of  the  indulgence  which  id  thus  shown  to  the  name 
and  violent  temper  ol  Calvin,*  be  exercised  towards  l^^pis- 
copitM,  and  then  such  persons  will  not  only  iiud  no  occasion 
of  reproach  against  him,  but  be  compelled  to  pronounce 
an  eulogy  upon  his  lenity  and  geqtleness. 

Some  charge  him  with  treating  sacred  subjects  with  levity. 
I  aTer,  that  this  allegation  is  perfectly  unfounded,  and  dare 
challenge  any  person  to  produce  an  instance  in  which  he 
treats  sacred  subjects  or  religious  truths  in  an  unbecoming 
xnanner.    He  may,  perhaps,  have  freely  rebuked  or  treated 
with  pleasantly  the  foolish  claims  of  some  writers,  who 
have  assumed  the  right  of  lording  orer  other  men^s  con- 
sciences, and  with  an  air  of  self-consequence  intimated  thai 
ihey  were  qualiiied  to  set  up  a  standard  of  faith,  and  dog- 
matically condemned  those  who  dared  to  question  their 
competency  for  such  a  work,  while  they  evinced  at  the 
lime,  all  but  the  most  perfect  ignorance  of  theology.  And 
if  wen  will  call  the  administering  of  just,  though  cutting 
rebttkesy  jesting,  then,  indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  he  mani- 
fested it  in  the  highest  degree  against  the  presumption  and 
audacity  of  such  individuals.    But  I  maiiiUiiu  thai  he  was  far 
from  trcatin  Lc  %vith  levity  any  subjects  really  appertaiiiiug  to 
religion;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  accustomed  to  speak 
and  write  of  them  in  the  most  serious  and  reverential 
luauuer.    The  rcai>uiis  which  induced  £piscopius  occasion- 

•  We  ai«  by  no  tnesBs  <lispoied  to  iniert  In  tbe  |>ages  of  Ibis  work 
pnwlb  of  dio  vIoleDt  temper  of  Celriii^  given  hj  Cbindler  in  bii  Histoiy 
of  PcfwcvUon,  wben  tpcafcing  of  bis  tfteUnent  townrds  CaetalMv  bnt 
certainly  tbe  teraii  tbat  be  makes  use  of,  as  indieatiye  of  bis  anger  and 
wiatb,  are  tremendously  fierce.  **  C«staU(»'s  reply  to  all  these  flowen,*'  stys 
Cliandler, "  is  worthy  tbe  patience  of  a  Christian,  and  from  bis  slanderer 
he  appeals  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  6od«'*  We  think  it  right  that 
Casla]ii»*s  condnct  should  1m  imitated  by  other  Christians  on  this  subject, 
and  leave  Him  who  wiU  do  zighteously  tu  judge  of  such  men  as  Calviu,  wlu>, 
with  all  their  defects,  have  been  emineaUy  distingoisbed  in  their  day,  and  lo 
whom  the  world  and  the  church  owe  so  much. 
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ally  to  adq>t  a  ierere  style,  he  stated  in  a  letter  to  Caspar 

BarljBug,  in  which  he  said;  "  Most  of  the  brethren  were  of 
opinion  that  the  Apology  for  the  Confes&iou  should  have  a 
degree  of  mustard  and  caustic  in  it»  and  at  length  I  wm 
brought  to  the  same  opinioOy  although,  as  you  well  know^ 
such  a  mode  of  writing  is  in  diictl  (  jiposition  to  my 
temper  and  feelings.     Cetisendi  ilia  impeUgQ  d^ricuiuia 
videlatur  salts  alicujus  aspersione.   And  smce  it  is  erery 
where  apparenl  in  this  wof  h  of  these  ceneurersy  that  ihe j  did 
not  intend  to  inlbrm  or  instruct  us  better  in  the  truth ;  bti^ 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  might  render  us  udiuiis  and  sus- 
pected by  misrepresentations,  in  order  that  wc  might  become 
the  Tictims  of  general  hatred,  it  was  therefoie  thought  that 
we  should  use  our  liberty  of  speech,  and  not  spare  men  who 
had  manifested  so  iiitle  of  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  but 
should  hold  up  to  public  ridicule  their  ignorance  in  disput- 
ing, as  well  as  their  rashness  in  censuring/'    In  a  letter  to 
the  learned  Beverwicky  he  complains  of  the  malignity  of  a 
certain  preacher,  and  makes  the  following  remarks;  ^  I  wish 
him  to  be  of  a  better  mind,  and  console  mysell  vvilh  the 
testimony  of  my  conscience  under  his  caluxuuies.  Never- 
theless^ I  am  grioTed  that  through  these  reproaches  the 
hatred  of  the  common  people  is  fostered  and  sharpened 
against  the  innocent,  to  the  great  injury  both  of  the  Church 
and  the  State.    Had  I  not  seen  thiS|  I  should  long  since 
have  despised  all  the  evil*speaking  of  the  many  bigoted 
persons  who  are  perpetually  endeavouring  to  iniure  us. 
On  this  account  it  is,  that  I  have  been  so  Aequenily  in* 
ducid  to  attack  with  severity  the  ignorance  of  such  male- 
volent and  slandering  persons.    Not  that  I  ha%'e  pleasure  is 
such  a  species  of  employment,  but  that  I  might  take  away 
the  mask  by  which  they  impose  upon  and  mislead  weak 
people  by  their  violent  sermons  and  writings,  and  drire 
them  almost  to  fury  and  madness.    These  gentlemen  cannot 
allow  any  one  to  question  their  opinioOy  without  sul^ectiag 
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bim  to  Ibeir  hatred;  oajr«  if  a  person  does  not  immediately 
receive  at  their  nod  every  thing  which  has  lately  been 

adopted  and  taught  in  their  schools,  as  aulhoritatively  bind- 
ing upon  hiui,  and  that  loo  without  the  least  demur^  they 
instantly  require  that  he  should  be  shunned  with  avernoUy 
and  treated  as  the  reprobate  of  heaven^  and  as  one  who  is 
smitten  by  the  wrath  of  God.  Instead,  however,  of  these 
things  moving  me  to  write  sharply,  had  I  followed  my 
inclination,  I  should  not  have  writteQ  at  all,  but  remained  in 
flilence,  especially  when  I  saw  that  argument  and  reason 
would  be  lost  upon  those  against  whom  I  wrote.** 

Episcopius  had  the  unhappiness  to  live  in  difficult  and 
troublesome  times,  in  which  the  Church  was  gi  eatly  agitated, 
and  he  was  not  only  called  upon  to  contend  with  error,  but 
also  against  ignorance,  bitterness,  bigotry,  tyranny,  and  the 
domineering  spirit  of  many.  Hence,  he  was  necessitated 
lepeatedly  to  write  upon  the  same  subject;  and  it  \\  as  matter 
of  frequent  and  great  complaint  with  him,  thai  he  was  com- 
pelled to  spend  the  flower  of  his  days  in  controversy  and 
debate,  and  that  when  be  was  anxious  to  engage  in  the 
study  of  any  subject,  or  bend  his  mind  to  the  illustration 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  he  was  iuslanlly  called  away  from 
the  execution  of  his  purpose,  to  assume  the  character  of 
tbe  polemic,  in  vindication  of  some  important,  but  debated 
doctrine.  We  know,  says  limborch,  h6w  painful  it  is  fer 
a  man  oi  a  peaceful  disposition  to  be  dravvu  away,  lu  opposi- 
tion to  his  Icelings,  from  the  more  pleasing  and  useful  oc- 
cupations which  be  has  marked  out  for  himself,  in  order  to 
enter  upon  a  course  of  disputation.  But  irksome  as  it  is 
thus  to  be  compelled  to  engage  in  conflict  with  error,  it  is 
still  more  so  to  be  forced  to  contend  against  the  propensi- 
ties and  conduct  of  men  who  are  intent  upon  creating  rents 
and  sdusms  in  tbe  Church,  and  who  display  all  the  haugfa^ 
tiness  of  eeclesiastica]  tyranny;  but  that  which  is  still  more 
disagreeable  than  either  is  to  be  constrained  to  write  again 
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and  again  in  reply  to  such  penons.  Under  these  dmini'^ 
stances,  where  is  the  mind  that  can  retain  perfect  equ.uiiinitr, 
or  does  not  show  on  certain  occasions  bow  ofiensire  and 
pallipg  to  it,  is  the  necewity  it  is  under  of  repeatedlj  panmng 
the  same  coarse  of  thinking  and  the  same  class  of  objects. 

And  suppose  Episcopius  had  used  a  little  pleasantry  with 
the  absurd  and  incongruous  dogmas  that  some  defended, 
which,  however,  he  never  did,  would  he  be  more  to  blame  on 
that  account  than  the  Heer  Phitip  de  ICaniix,^^  who,  in  hiv 
Aheariumy  so  openly  sports  and  jests  with  the  doctrines  of 
the  l^apists,  or  than  Peter  du  IMoulin,  concerning  whose 
jestings  the  Papists  so  complained,  that  they  called  him  a 
second  Rabelais?  And,  praj,  to  whom  of  the  Befonned 
are  the  jokes  of  these  writers  offensivei  To  none^-bnt,  on 
the  contrary,  to  whom  of  them  are  they  not  highly  pleasing  } 
while  many  do  not  scruple  publicly  to  express  great  satis- 
faction in  perusing  ihem»  With  what  reason,  then,  have 
certain  persons  ahoym  themselves  so  indignant  at  Episco-* 
pios,  who  never  Uins  trifled  and  sported  vrith  the  sentiments 
of  any  individual,  though  he  justly  chastised  the  presumption 
of  some,  and  pointed  out  the  gross  views  of  others  ou  sacred 
subjects  i  All  that  such  persons  can.  with  justice^  allege 
against  him,  is,  that  he  vigorously^attacked  error,  ignonace^ 

aiid  Ibllv.  Had  he  written  on  the  other  side  of  the  question^ 
then  he  had  been  reputed  au  incomparable  man.  Nay,  had 
he  onljT  opposed  the  Kemonstrants,  or  the  doctrines  of  anj 
people  which  were  in  opposition  to  those  of  these  com- 
plainers,  then  his  conduct  would  have  oflended  none  of 
them,  although  in  8o  doing  his  pen  had  been  dipt  in  as  much 
gall  and  bitterness  as  was  that  of  many  of  the  writers  amongst 
them.  Yet,  it  should  be  remembered,  that  we  have  no 
right  to  prescril>e  rules  for  another,  to  which  we  ounelves 
refuse  to  submit,  when  in  similar  circumstances ;  and  thai 

•  Thit  BoblffOMii  it  moK  geaenll j  known  bgr  tlie  name  of  Dn  Plcafif.  See 
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l¥e  flhould  be  willing  to  give  to  a  man  that  which  we  ex- 
pect he  should  concede  to  us.   If  we  act  thus,  we  shall  not 

blame  in  other  doctors  and  writers  that  which  we  praise  in 
tliusti  oi  uia  ow  n  creed,  but  be  ready  duly  to  estimate  that 
which  is  goody  from  whomsoever  it  may  proceed.  But  on 
this  subject  we  have  said  sufficient 

To  all  the  rare  endowments  of  Episcopins  was  added  ex* 
emplary  piety,  his  Christian  conduct  being  a  striking  model 
of  purity  to  all  around  him.  His  spirit  was  especially 
narked  with  deep  roTerence  for,  and  ardent  devotodness  to 
God.  His  sealous  and  unbending  attachment  to  truth  and 
the  requirements  of  conscience  was  unassailable.  This  will 
appear  from  the  circumstauce,  that  while  he  was  yet  in  the 
£ower  of  his  age,  not  being  more  than  thirty-six  years  old, 
be  willinglj  snffered  the  deprivation  of  his  office  as  Professor 
of  Theology  in  the  University  of  Leydeu,  the  duties  of 
which  he  had  discharged  with  such  great  credit  to  hiuisell, 
and  preferred  going  mto  banishment,  suffering  the  want 
of  all  the  comforts  of  this  life,  and  wandering  as  an  exile 
in  a  strange  and  unknown  land,  without  any  apparent  hope 
of  ever  returning  to  his  Fatherlandy  rather  than  do  any 
thing  that  would  8iaiu  his  conscience,  or  be  injurious  to 
the  gloiy  of  God.  And  what  more  might  I  not  say  of  his 
courage  and  steadlastness,  of  his  generonty  and  modesty, 
his  affable  and  bland  temper,  of  which  were  I  to  adduce 
examples  by  an  appeal  to  liis  general  conduct  and 
actions,  I  should  enter  upon  a  wide  and  immeasurable  field. 
In  a  word,  he  lived  as  becomes  a  true  Christian,  who 
proves  his  faith  by  a  holy  and  devoted  life,  and  who  by  the 
grace  of  God  has  persevered  in  piety  to  the  end  of  his  days; 
and  then  with  holy  confidence  in  Jesus  Christ  his  Saviour, 
calmly  and  undismayed  contemplates  death,  supported  by 
the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience,  while  relying  upon  the 
efficacy  of  the  atonement  and  intercession  of  Jesus  Christ 
his  Redeemer,  until  finally,  full  ui  hope,  and  with  unshaken 


Digitizea  by  <jOOgle 


614 


CHAFTKE  XVfXI. 


trust,  he  eommends  his  soul  into  the  hands  of  God  his 

faithful  Creator,  being  assured  that  lie  in  wliom  he  liaih 
helieved>  and  to  whom  he  has  committed  his  spirit  as  a 
precious  pledge,  is  able  to  keep  it  unto  that  day.  May 
God  grant  to  all  of  us,  that  we  may  always  thaakiolly  ac- 
knowledge, and  praise  him  for,  the  abundant  grace  bestowed 
upon  his  servant,  whom  he  had  distingulKhed  with  the  same 
hope  and  experience;  that,  supported  \i^ith  a  good  conscience, 
we  also  may  with  him  be  made  partakers  of  the  resurrection 
of  the  JU8T, 

The  character  of  Episcopius,  in  its  inorLiI  excellency,  as  tiius  givcu  hyj 
Limborch,  is  admitted  by  univcrsnl  tcstimoiiy  lo  be  coTTcct,  and  has  nerer 
been  assailed  by  any  writer,  cxcf  jdiiig  .Moasieur  Jvii  ii  u,  whose  warmth  and 
impetuosity  in  religious  conLitn  t  rsy,  says  Mosheini,  ;iri  well  kiiovvn.  Thit 
Tiolcnt  calumniator,  fiftjf  years  ultci  Episcopius'  dtalh,  attempted  to  attack 
him  on  the  score  of  heresy,  saying:  that  lie  was  a  Socinian,  aud  an  enemy 
to  tlie  Christian  relis^ion,  and,  ihertforc,  a  bad  man.  This  foul  calumnj 
the  principal  Kcmoustrants  so  far  resented,  as  to  request  M .  Le  Clerc,  Pro> 
tiuor  in  their  college  at  Amsterdam,  and  one  of  the  most  learned  men  of 
hi*  age,  publidjr  to  refute  it,  and  accuse  Jurieu  as  a  slanderer.  la  oomflying 
with  the  nqvMl  of  the  superior!  of  this  commonion,  M.  Le  Clere  ei^e  he 
doee  not  do  it  to  andeeeive  the  public,  (at  to  bring  Jarien,  if  possible,  to 
adt  peidon  of  God«  for  the  «in  he  has  committed  in  celnmniatinf  hie  neigh- 
bour in  BO  odioQf  e  manner.  And  then  addreesing  him,  says,  "  yonr  Uiad 
seal  hta  distracted  you,  may  the  Lord,  therefore,  forgive  you,  for  yon  ka«r 
not  what  you  do."  To  this  rebuke,  says  Bayle,  Jurieu  was  silent.  This 
writer,  thoagh  no  hirer  of  Episcopius,  or  bis  opinions,  nefcrthdess  dedaree 
he  conld  not  let  tlie  defamatory  condact  of  Jorien,  towards  SiaKin  Episoo- 
pias,  pass  unnoticed,  and  thought  it  right  also  to  state,  to  tfie  hoooar  of  M» 
Jniien,  that  when  thaa  chai^ycd  with  deftmation,  lie  lepalvsd,  by  hie  aHanaSb 
Uie  injury  he  had  done  to  the  SMawfj  of  tliis  learned  mss.  He  mig|it,ht 
says,  hare  iaTeated  a  handled  quirks,  tricks,  and  equirocations,  to  maintaitt 
his  aceasation,  and  hare  been  snre  that  abundance  of  people  wonM  hare 
bdlered  what  he  chose  to  say  against  the  Armintan  minister.  And  then 
adds,  I  own  it  would  still  have  been  more  creditable  to  him  to  have  eonfeesed 
Ui  eimr,  hoi  mm  larely  ardreat  anck  a  pildb  of  heioio  vsilaat 
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Having  thus  cloBed  the  memoiTB  of  Epiacopiusy  we  shall 
take  the  liberty  of  offering  a  few  remarks  on  that  conflict  of 

opinion  wliicli  existed  between  the  abettors  of  the  senti- 
ments of  Gaiirin  and  those  of  Arminius,  as  it  had  been 
carried  on  aome  time  before  the  Synod  of  Dort»  for  the 
purpose  of  noticing  the  causes  of  the  latter  lailing  to  effect 
the  designs  of  the  Dutch  Calvinist  dirineR,  who  had  been 
so  clamorously  anxious  to  obtain  its  appointment  Zealous 
adroeates  for  the  doctrines  of  the  6eBe?a  school,  the 
CoBtrarRemonstrants  had  hoped,  by  the  presence  of  so 
many  eminent  tlitologians  from  most  of  the  lleformed 
Churches  of  Europe,  and  by  the  sanction  of  Uiose  princes 
who  had  deputed  them,  to  accomplish  two  objects  which  lay 
near  their  hearts.  The  one  was  to  irame,  upon  OalTinistic 
principles,  something  like  a  faultless  creed;  the  other  was 
that  of  securing  its  universal  adoption  by  tlie  Reformed 
Church,  and  in  the  dream  of  hope^  they  had  anttcipaled 
its  being  unhesitatingly  uttered  by  the  lips  of  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  its  members.  To  effect  their  designs, 
two  measures  were  to  be  carried ;  namely,  to  deprive  the 
Bemonstrant  clergy  of  their  office  as  nunisterB,  and  the  use 
of  the  press  in  Holland  ;  and,  secondly,  to  induce  the 
princes  of  diiQerent  states  to  enforce  by  iheir  authority  the 
decisions  of  the  synod  upon  their  churches.  The  former 
they  easily  effected,  but  in  the  latter  they  totally  failed. 
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This  of  course  was  to  be  expected.  For  the  princes  who 
bad  deputed  theological  professors  or  other  divines,  to  take 
part  in  the  proceedings  of  this  assembly,  bad  so  done  from 
political  motives  to  serve  Prince  Maurice ;  and  when  the 
temporary  occasion  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  snch  a 
measure  ceased,  their  veneration  for  the  authority  of  the 
decrees  of  the  synod  terminated.  And  hence,  Neal,  when 
speaking  of  our  JameS|  who  was  a  principal  agent  in  pro- 
moting the  calling  of  this  synod,  and  sanctioned  its  proceed- 
ings while  it  was  sitting,  says  that  he  not  only  afterwards 
disregarded  its  decisions,  bat  prohibited  the  very  dogmas  it 
had  established  from  being  preached  in  the  English  cliurches. 
Besides,  as  the  members  of  this  assembly,  unlike  the  popish 
clergy,  belonged  to  separate  and  independent  churches,  each 
having  its  ow  n  juiisdicUun  wilhuuL  any  commonly-admitted 
head,  to  whose  dictum  they  were  bound  to  submit,  so  we 
&nd  that  the  decisions  of  this  body  of  divines  had  nothing  of 
that  commanding,  aathoritative  character  that  marked  those 
of  the  Council  of  Trent,  which  had  sat  some  years  before. 
Hence  it  is,  that  while  the  latter  gave  a  more  systematic 
form  to  Popery  than  it  had  previously  possessed,  so  its  de- 
crees were  made  binding  throughout  the  whole  of  that 
community,  and  they  were  therefore  attended  with  p^mar 

lient  rcHults.* 

iiut  though  the  members  of  the  Synod  of  Dort  might  be 
the  advocates  of  ecclesiastical  authority,  and  put  forth  their 
claims  to  it  as  largely  as  did  Gomarus,  who,  as  before  stated, 

supported  the  old  papal  doctrine  of  the  church  being  inde- 
pendent of  the  state,  not  indeed  by  a  papal  supremacy,  but 
by  a  collateral  power,  nevertheless  the  Reformed  Churches 
had  nothing  eziating  with  them  as  a  substitute  for  that 
authority  which  was  concentmted  in  the  pope,  by  which  be 
enforced  the  decrees  of  councils,  and  demanded  assent  to 
what  were  called  the  doctrines  of  the  church.    On  this  ac- 

•  See  liillsr*t  Philoeophy  of  HiiUiy. 
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CTOunt  we  find,  immediately  after  the  breaking  op  of  the 
conclave  of  Protestant  divines  at  Dort,  that  the  inefficacy  of 
its  (lecisiuHs  tu  secure  respect  for  them  from  those  for  whom 
they  had  really  been  framed,  soon  appeared,  in  as  tnnch 
as  even  in  some  parts  of  the  Netherland  Churches  Uiey 
were  not  received,  as  in  Friesland,  Zealand,  Utrcclu,  G elder- 
land,  and  Groniugen,  while  those  of  Bremen  and  Brande- 
burg,  which  made  a  considerable  figure  among  the  Reformed 
Churches  of  Gknmmy,  would  not  suffer  their  doctors  to  be 
tied  down  by  the  tenets  of  the  Dutch  divines  as  maintained 
ID  the  synod. 

Besides,  the  Remonstrants,  though  prohibited  from  pub* 
liahing  their  sentiments  in  Holland,  either  by  their  ministers 

or  tlirou<^h  the  Dutch  press,  nevcrthclegs,  as  has  already 
been  shown,  were  enabled  to  get  their  writings  printed  in 
other  countries,  and  they  were  rapidly  circulated  through 
various  parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe.  Some  of  these 
persons  were  men  of  extraordnia.iy  powers,  such  as  Episco- 
pius,  Grotius,  Uitenbogaerdt,  Greviuchovius,  Corvinus,  with 
Voasius  and  Barkeus,  who  were  incessant  in  their  attacks 
upon  the  sentiments  of  the  opposite  party,  many  of  whom 
ill  llie  hour  of  debate  had  presented  to  public  notice  the 
doctrines  of  Calfin  and  Beza,  with  certain  appendages  of 
their  own  in  a  revolting  manner.  This  was  especially  the 
case  with  Maccovius,*  who,  on  account  of  his  rash  assertions, 

was  charged  by  some  of  the  members  ol  the  svnod  with 
heresy,  but  who  escaped  its  condemnation  through  the  axis 
of  Festns  Hommius ;  nevertheless  his  sentiments  had  found 
their  way  into  the  world,  and  it  was  seen  from' what  he 

and  olliers,  equally  Ijold,  had  said  of  God  being  the  author  of 
sin  and  reprobating  men,  that  they  had  shown  themselves  to 

*  Cocoios  tayt,  he  fought  Taliantly  for  the  faith,  and  that  it  fared  witli 
him,  08  with  a  good  dog,  who  gets  himself  into  trouble  in  guarding  his 
master*!  house,  for  barking  at  the  best  friends  of  the  family,  as  well  as  at 
■titngvfi.  See  a  fall  Mcmiat  of  him  in  Nichol's   ArminisniiDt  <cc." 
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be  pecvoDS  of  storn  natumy  who  ware  as  cold  as  iiiail»l% 
and  as  haid  as  ifon,  and  who,  exempt  from  all  the  kindlj 

feelings  of  humanity,  could  look  on  the  greater  part  of 
maukiud  with  unfeeling  disregard  aiid  heartless  indiO'er- 
ence,  eyeu  as  a  man  may  look  upon  the  most  ignoble  of 
ihe  brutal  ordeTs.**  It  was  not  likely  that  such  indiTidnate 
should  be  able  to  rale  the  thinkings  of  others,  so  far  as 
to  bring  them  into  a  state  of  acquiescence  wiili  ibeir  revolt- 
ing views  of  the  Divine  Being ;  and  we  consider  that  the 
complaints  uttered  against  him,  and  the  warning  notices 
sent  oat  abont  the  time  of  the  Synod  of  Dort  to  other 
theologians,  to  be  more  gnsrded  in  Otetr  statements,  with 
the  milder  form  of  Calvinism  itself  which  obtained  in  the 
Synod  of  Dort,  in  direct  opposition  to  Gomarus  and  most  of 
the  Dutch  Calvinistic  clergy,  was  significant  of  the  ascend- 
ing, though  unacknowledged,  influence  of  the  milder  views 
of  Aiininiiis  upon  the  members  of  this  assembly.  And  had 
his  followers  from  that  period  been  scattered,  and  never 
allowed  to  assume  the  form  of  a  pubhc  and  separate  com- 
nuaity,  to  prevent  whieh,  the  Dutch  Calvinists  adopted 
against  them  sll  the  ▼arious  modes  of  peisecntion  we  hsTe 
stated;  yet  they  would  corninand  the  veneration  aud  grati- 
tude of  every  lover  of  our  common  Christianity,  far  the 
successful  efforts  they  made  to  keep  back  the  gathering 
cloud  which  was  corering  the  lace  of  the  Reformed 
Churches,  and  under  which  bold  metaphysical  speculations 
on  the  niysLerious  subjects  of  foreknowledge,  predestinalion, 
were  made  the  topics  of  the  public  ministry  in  the 
chureheSy  instead  of  the  earing  doctrines  of  the  Gospel; 
while  the  reception  of  the  former  was  too  frequently  identi> 
fied  with  safety,  and  religion  itself  was  contemplated  as  being 
sometliing  that  was  independent  of  a  renewed  heart,  an  obe- 
dient will  to  the  authority  of  Christ,  and  a  sanctified  nature 
produced  by  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  caunot  go 
into  the  histoiy  of  the  pfobable  effiwis  of  such  public  Isaching 
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upon  llie  mass  of  the  people^  but  it  appean  to  us  tlul 

they  must  have  been  pernicious,  in  as  much  as  the  injunc- 
tions of  the  Gospel,  designed  to  issue  in  habits  of  practical 
piety,  wete  held  in  abeyance  to  doctrinal  statementSy  and  a 
XMrominence  wat  so  far  given  to  the  knowledge  and  teception 
of  creed,  as  to  make  them  tlic  ulUiaaie  object  of  all  iiislruclion 
instead  of  the  xecoverj  of  the  soul  from  the  effects  of  the 
fall  by  the  renovating  power  of  divine  grace. 

In  forming  our  estimate  of  the  moral  effects  of  any 
system  of  theology,  w  e  are  not  to  judge  of  it  by  its  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  single  or  even  some  few  doctrines,  wliich 
are  genevally  received  by  the  Christian  Church,  but  from 
the  character  of  its  influence  in  the  production  of  a  class  of 
motives  and  feelings  as  springs  of  action ;  and  contemplat- 
ing the  sentiments  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Dutch  divines 
prior  to  the  Synod  of  Dort,  we  say  that  whatever  was  sound 
in  their  opinions^  there  was  much,  associated  with  them  cal» 
culated  to  generate  an  awful  disregard  to  piety,  and  to  relax, 
those  obligations  which  it  is  absolutely  neccessary  to  recog- 
njltay  in  order  to  the  formation  of  religious  character,  and  to 
allow  the  sanctifying  power  of  Christianity  to  have  its  due 
effect  in  the  fornialiun  aiui  uiainttiiance  of  the  same. 

In  arriving  at  something  like  distinct  views  of  the  senti- 
ments that  were  received  by  the  Dutch  Calvinist  divinesf 
we  think  it  is  not  departing  from  historic  fidelity,  if  we 
distinguish  their  opinions  into  the  esoteric  and  exoteric. 
The  latter  might  be  said  to  be  exhibited  in  those  doctrines 
which  were  adopted  by  the  Synod  of  Dort,  while  the  eioterie 
generally  prevailed  in  the  provincial  synods  and  classes,  and 
formed  a  sort  of  unwritten  standard,  by  wliicb  they  tested  the 
doctrines  of  those  whom  they  wished  cordially  to  recognize 
as  being  sound  and  orthodox  divines.  In  proof  of  thiS|  we 
have  only  to  turn  to  the  case  of  Ooulart,  who  on  account  of 
his  preaching  against  the  reprobation  of  the  infants  of  be- 
lieving Christians^  and  subsequently  refunng  to  recant  his 
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sentimentB,  was  deposed  from  bis  ministry;  while  the 

pastor  d'Or  suffered  the  same  fate  for  denying  that  God 
was  the  author  of  sin.*  Let  the  reader  compare  the  im- 
plied opinions  of  the  parties  who  pursued  these  measures 
against  these  clergymen,  with  Calvinism  as  it  was  softened 
down  in  the  Synod  of  Dort  by  the  efforts  of  several  of  the 
foreign,  and  especially  tlie  Enp;lisli  divines,  aud  In*  will 
admit  with  us,  that  the  published  opiuions  of  that  assembly 
by  no  means  reflected  those  which  were  embraced  and  tanght 
by  the  Dutch  Galvinist  ministers^  in  their  prtrate  circles  or 
public  congregations.  Hence,  the  total  depravity  of  man 
was  admitted,  only  to  maintain  that  it  was  not  remediable, 
or  ai  least  to  any  great  extent,  even  by  the  resources  of 
the  Gospel;  the  doctrine  of  his  inability  was  allied  to 
others  that  exhibited  him  as  a  passive  machine  under  the 
means  instituted  to  secure  his  salvation  ;  and  the  atonement 
of  Christ  was  regarded  as  a  method  of  escaping  the  punish- 
ment due  to  sin,  unconnected  with  any  thing  like  moral 
restoration,  while  the  spotless  holiness  of  the  Redeemer  was 
accounted  to  the  believer  for  righteoosness,  his  snfferinga 
and  death  as  answering  to  the  law  of  God  for  moral  trans- 
gressions, and  his  personal  obedience  the  substitute  for 
the  absence  of  it  in  the  conduct  of  the  believer.  These 
dogmas  were  designated  The  Gotpei,  by  way  of  eminence^ 
and  zeal  for  them  identified  with  holy  jealousy  Ibr  the 
sole  and  undivided  honour  of  Christ,  in  effecting  the  great 
work  of  redemption.  Now  we  put  it  to  the  reader  who 
admits  human  nature  to  be  corrupti  as  it  is  lepiesented 
in  Scripture,  and  fearfully  shown  to  be  so  by  the  evidence 
of  fact,  whether  the  above  sentiments,  viewed  in  con- 
nexion with  that  in  which  it  was  maintained,  "  that  a  man 
could  not  do  more  good,  or  less  evil  than  he  did,"  were  not 
calculated  to  relax  all  earnest  and  zealous  efforts  to  advance 
in  the  ways  of  piety,  and  divest  him  who  adopted  them  of 

•  See  pages  193  and  456  of  this  work. 
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a  lenntiTe  appreheniioD  of  evil  as  it  assailed  him,  or  - 

destroy  all  tendencies  to  compunction,  after  he  had  fallen 
the  Tictim  of  its  seductive  power.  And  when  it  is  known  ' 
that  these  very  divines,  in  order  to  prerent  the  people  from 
beiDg  shocked  at  the  doctrine  of  reprobation,  publicly  de* 
dared  that  every  man  ought  to  consider  himself  as  being  of 
the  elect,*  can  it  be  matter  of  siirjirise  that  the  Remonstrants, 
in  combating  thesa  doctrines,  asserted  that  they  did  it  fiom 
witnessuig  the  depranty  of  manners  amongst  the  people,  as 
a  consequence,  they  said,  of  such  teaching  ?  And,  indeed, 
we  think  it  must  bo  adiaitted,  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, according  to  the  sentiment  of  a  modem  author,  the 
parties  so  instructed  might  be  tempted  to  belieTe  that  the 
divine  favour  was  bestowed,  not  merely  in  disregard  of  virtue, 
but  in  contempt  of  it ;  and  then  religion  with  all  its  power 
would  be  seen  to  contribute  to  swell  the  torrent  of  impurity, 
cupidity,  and  vice;  and  that,  under  ihe  patronage  of  a  belief 
like  this,  virtue  and  vice  would  change  sides  in  the  court  of 
conscience,  and  the  latter  claim  sacred  honours.  • 

We  may  here  say,  to  the  credit  of"  some  of  the  Calvinistic 
divines,  that,  even  before  the  Synod  of  Dort,  several  of  them 
rose  to  counteract  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the  inferences 
boldly  deduced .  from  the  system  of  the  Geneva  Reformer, 
by  some  persons  who  carried  out  his  theological  sentiments 
much  further,  we  believe,  than  was  designed  by  Calvin 
himself.  This  was  especially  the  case  with  relation  to 
the  doctrines  just  named,  that  is  to  say,  human  depravity, 
and  the  redemption  effected  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  other 
subjects  connected  with  them,  in  which  it  appeared  from 
such  deductions,  that  truth  and  error  are  often  so  closely 
allied,  that  the  one  is  but  the  excess  of  the  other. 

Amongst  the  persons  who  may  be  named  as  adopting 
measures  to  oppose  the  pen^ersion  of  this  system,  in  some  of 
its  parts,  was  Fiscator,  who  became  the  opponent  of  the 

•  8m  Bnndt. 
7  L 


Digitizea  by  <jOOgle 


622 


CHAPTER  XIX 


doctrina  of  Ihe  imputation  of  the  actiye  righteoofBess  of 
ChnAf  from  tbe  hct  of  his  bdng  awm,  thai  those  who 
espoused  it  were  in  danger  of  Cfmsiderinp  themselves  to  be 
under  no  obligatioii  to  attend  to  injunctions  or  moral  pre- 
cepts, while  they  pretended  to  see  themselres  released  irom 
them  by  their  intorest  in  the  Gospel,  and  hj  Christ's  obe- 
dience being  imputed  to  them,  which  supplied  the  want  of  it 
in  themselves.  But  whatever  resistance  was  manifested  to 
the  excesses  of  Calvinism  amongst  the  Churches  of  tbe  Re- 
formed before  the  Sjmod  of  Dort,  it  was  alter  the  breaking 
np  of  that  assembly  that  they  were  more  especially  opposed. 
Besides  those  churches  already  named  in  Holland  and 
Germany,  which  refused  to  receive  the  canons  of  the  Synod 
of  Dort»  we  must  now  proceed  to  notice  the  opposition  that 
set  in  agaust  them  in  the  Gallic  Protestant  Churches.  The 
reader  will  recollect  that  we  named  the  case  of  some  of  the 
French  divines  dcmurrin*^,  when  required  to  receive  them 
according  to  the  appointment  of  the  Synod  of  Alez;  and 
subsequently  of  Curcellsus  at  the  Synod  of  Charenton. 
But  the  man  who  gave  full  strength  to  the  rising  opposition 
whicli  was  about  to  break  iurth  against  the  more  rigid 
forms  of  Calvin's  and  Beza's  doctrines,  was  the  celebrated 
Scotchman,  Cameron,  whom  we  have  frequently  mentioned 
in  these  pages,  as  being  the  opponent  of  Episcopius  on  the 
subject  of  the  freedom  of  the  will.  The  two  dogmas  which 
he  principally  opposed  were,  the  imputation  of  the  active 
righteousness  of  Christ,  and  the  non*-concurrence  of  the 
human  will  with  the  influence  of  the  grace  of  God  in  man's 
cooTersion.  For  he,  too,  like  Fiseator  and  others,  saw  that 
where  men  were  taught  to  believe  in  imjmtedy  there  would 
be  uo  attempt  made  to  gain  actual  holiness;  and  when 
obedience  was  performed  by  Christ  for  and  instead  of  them, 
then  to  attempt  it  on  their  part  would  be  Tiewed  as  an  act 
of  supererogation,  wliile  the  cognate  opinion  that  denied 
the  concurrence  of  the  human  will  with  the  influence  of 
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divine  grace  to  effect  couversiou,  neutralized  all  efforts  to 
ol>tai]i  the  enjojmeut  of  experimental  religion,  in  as  much 
as  such  efforts  were  branded  aa  being  legal  and  pharisaical. 
Wlule  opposing  these  sentiments,  he  adopted  from  tlie 
creed  of  Arminius  the  doctrine  of  universal  redemption, 
and  that  of  the  necessity  of  presenting  without  restriction 
the  oflers  of  grace  to  all  men.   But  though  he  espoused 
these  o|nnions  so  accordant  with  those  of  the  Remousirants, 
yet  seeing  them  deprived  of  religious  freedom  and  subject 
to  confiscation  of  property,  exile,  or  imprisonment,  it  was 
not  to  be  supposed,  that  unless  he  had  gone  all  the  lengths 
of  their  system,  he  would  be  disposed  to  avow  himself 
the  patron  of  their  doctrines.    To  be  designated  an  Ar- 
minian,  even  now,  is  offensive  to  some  who  nearly  approach 
to  ihe  Dutch  divine  in  doctrinal  sentiments,  but  it  was  much 
more  so  at  that  period.    Even  to  this  day,  we  understand 
that  in  Holland  this  name  is  a  badge  of  reproach  to  the 
followers  of  this  great  man,  more  than  is  the  term  of 
Methodist  in  this  country.    We  are  not  intending  to  say 
that  Cameron  was  prepared  lo  adopt  the  benevolent  system 
of  Arminius  in  all  its  parts,  but  the  stand  he  made 
against  the  contracted  and  exclusive  doctrines  of  Calvinism, 
by  his  avowal  of  the  above  sentiments,  gave  a  mighty  check 
to  them,  as  they  had  prevailed  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
and  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  centuries. 

After  the  death  of  Cameron,  his  disciple  Amyrant,  or 
AmjTaldus,  who  bad  studied  under  bim,  supported  his 
system.  This  man,  says  Mosheim,  was  a  person  of  im- 
common  sagacity  and  erudition,  and  though  he  was  strongly 
(j])posed  in  his  attempts  lu  spread  the  opinions  of  his 
master,  nevertheless  he  applied  himself,  from  the  year 
16S4,  with  unparalleled  zeal  to  the  arduous  work,  and  dis* 
played  in  it  extraordinary  exerdons  of  capacity  and  genius; 
and  so  ardently  was  he  bent  on  bringing  it  into  execution, 
that  he  made  ibr  this  purpose  no  small  changes  in  the 
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doctrine  commonly  received  among  the  Reformed  in  France. 

llis  leading  position  was,  "  that  God  desires  the  happiness 
of  all  men,  and  that  no  mortal  is  excluded  by  a  divine 
decree  ixom  the  benefits  that  are  procored  by  the  death, 
•ttfii»ring8y  and  GU>8pel  of  Christ**  A  ciy  was  raised  in 
seyeral  French  synods  against  the  doctrine  of  Amyrant,  bat 
after  it  had  been  carefully  examined  by  them,  and  defeoded 
by  him  at  their  public  meetings,  with  his  usual  eloquence 
and  erudition,  he  was  hononiably  acquitted;  and  his  senti- 
ments won  their  way,  and  were  adopted  by  some  of  the 
most  eminent  among  the  Ileiurmed  ministers,  ^uch  as  Daille, 
Blondel,  Mestrezat,  and  Claude,  so  that  they  were  not  only 
receifed  in  all  the  universities  of  the  Hugonots  in  France, 
and  embraced  by  divines  of  the  highest  note  in  that  nation, 
but  likewise  spread  themselves  as  far  as  Geneva,  and  after 
the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  were  disseminated  by 
the  French  refugees  throughout  all  the  Reformed  Churches 
of  Europe,  so  Uiat  even  in  Holland  they  insinuated  them- 
selves amongst  the  people,  to  the  great  morUfication  of  some 
of  the  rigid  Dutch  Calvinists,  who  openly  complained  that 
these  refugees  had  imported  into  the  country  a  species  of 
refined  Arminianism. 

Such  was  the  progress  of  this  milder  form  of  Oalvintsm, 
dui  in;^  llic  life  of  Amj  raut,  which,  after  liis  dijci  ase,  ap- 
proached still  nearer  to  the  expansiv*?  system  of  Anmnius, 
and  spread  more  widely  amongst  the  Heformed  Churches  of 
Europe.  This  approximation  to  the  opinions  of  the  Dutch 
Professor,  it  is  true,  was  unacknowledged  by  those  who  re- 
tained the  name  of  Calvinists^  yet,  while  the  latter  adopted 
this  milder  system,  and  became  universalist%  that  is,  main- 
tained that  Jesus  Christ  hy  the  grace  o/God^  iasied  death  for 
every  man  and  offered  salvation  to  all  on  the  principle  that 
God  w  ill  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  come  to  the  knotcledge 
4^  tJie  truth;  it  will  be  seen,  that  whatever  saving  clauses 
the  parties  who  embraced  this  theory  might  have  in  fitvovr 
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of  CalTinitiDy  in  its  more  rigid  forms,  nerertbelesSy  while 

they  acted  upon  that  of  Amyraut,  as  just  stated,  they  un- 
der mined  the  decisions  and  dogmas  of  the  Synod  of  Dort; 
and  thusy  in  less  than  fiily  years  after  the  sittings  of  that 
assembly,  it  may  be  said,  that  the  end  proposed  by  the  rigid 
Dutch  CalTinists  in  that  conclave  was  completely  discom- 
fited ;  and  to  the  great  grief  of  some  of  their  successors, 
instead  of  the  narrow  and  bigoted  supralapsarian  system  of 
Gomams  being  universally  received  amongst  the  iteformedt 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  Dutch  divines  in  calling 
the  syiind,  there  now  came  forth  a  more  benevolent  and 
godlike  sysicm,  that  looked  with  benign  aspect  upon  the 
whole  of  mankind. 

Having  given  this  sketch  of  the  progress  of  religious 
opinion  amongst  the  Reformed  of  the  Continent,  especially 
in  relation  to  the  scnliuients  of  Arminius,  we  may  now  turn 
to  our  own  country.  Amongst  the  persons  who  contributed 
to  neutralize  the  effect  of  the  decisions  of  the  Synod  of 
Dort  in  this  kingdom,  was  the  celebrated  Richard  Baxter, 
who,  while  the  a%'owed  advocate  of  its  doctrines,  adopted, 
at  the  same  time,  the  opinions  of  Amyraut;  and  in  speaking 
of  his  own  system,  calls  it,  the  middle  way  of  Cameron  and 
Aroynddns.  Like  the  two  persons  just  named,  he  miun- 
tained,  that  Cliiist  ni.idi'  a  Maislaciion  by  his  death,  equally 
for  the  sins  of  every  man  ;  and  that  tlie  blessings  of  salva- 
tion were  to  be  freely  and  indiscriminately  offered  to  alL  In 
his  anxiety  to  unite  the  Calvinists  and  Anntnians,  it  was 
said  that  he  conceded  so  mnch  to  both,  that  he  sometimes 
showed  himself  to  be  more  Calvinistic  than  Calvin,  and  at 
other  times  more  Arminian  than  Arminius.  With  what 
nay  be  deemed  the  contradictory  parts  of  his  theory,  we 
have  nothing  to  do,  but  we  re^ice  in  the  circumstance  of 
its  presenting  to  those  who  became  its  advocates,  ground  on 
wiiich  to  stand,  irom  \\  hence  they  could  ofi'er  salvation  to 
man  in  general*   And  thus,  under  the  influence  of  this  mora 
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expansive  system,  an  extended  scope  was  allowed  to  the 
beneYolent  feelings  of  the  Chrisiian  minister,  to  come  up 
to  the  spirit  of  the  philaathiopy  of  our  divine  and  beneficent 
fdigion,  and  meet  the  injnnction  of  its  Gfacione  Founder, 
who  commanded  his  disciples  to  Go  into  all  the  world,  and 
preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.  How  far  Baxter's 
liberal  aytteoi  acted  apon  his  own  condact  and  feelings, 
in  moring  his  heart  to  weep  over  perishing  sinners^  and  how 
greatly  superior  it  is  to  the  rigid  one  adopted  by  President 
Edwards,  has  been  shown  in  the  eloquent  passage  quoted 
horn  the  Rev*  William  Hull,  at  page  202,  to  which  th» 
readei'e  attention  is  especially  directed. 

The  measures  of  Baxter,  however,  in  thm  mariring  out  a 
middle  way,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  Calviuists  and 
Arminians  unitedly  t()  \s  alk  in  it,  were  soon  found  to  be  in- 
efficient for  the  accomplishment  of  his  design.  To  say  nothing 
of  Uie  iropracticabilitj  of  such  an  union  bmg  effected  at 
any  time,  yot,  at  the  period  alluded  to,  we  conceive  that  the 
iailure  of  bis  attempts  partly  arose  out  of  the  fact  of  the  two 
opposite  systems  in  this  country,  being  shortly  after  earned 
by  their  advocatea  far  beyond  the  sentiments  of  their 
founders.  In  the  one  ease,  Anninianism  deteriorated  into  a 
cold,  heartless,  legal  system;  while  Calvinism  luxuriously 
ripened  into  a  bold  and  daring  species  of  AntinomianinB. 
And  though  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  writing,  there 
were  several,  who,  bearing  the  name  of  Calvinists,  were 
distinguished  with  much  of  the  strength  of  that  piety  which 
marked  the  puritan  iv^n;  while  many  of  the  Arminim 
school  retained,  in  Aill  foree,  all  the  evangelical  feslmes  of 
the  sentimenU  of  the  Dutch  Ptofessor;  neverthdess  it  was 
too  generally  the  case  tliat  tlie  abcUors  of  the  latter  sunk 
into  Pelagiaoism,  while  the  foimer  either  went  into  Antino* 
mianism  or  passed  over  to  Arianism,  and  from  thence  en* 
tered  the  downward  road  to  Sociniamsm.  But  a  memoraUe 
epoch  was  at  hand,  for  Wesley  and  Wluitield  were  about  to 
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come  lortb,  to  give  a  check  to  the  cold  legality  of  the  one, 
and  the  leekleet  disregard  of  obligation  in  the  other.  And 

whilst  these  two  dislinguished  men  were  directed  to  labour 
in  opposite  tracks,  and  Home  diversity  of  sentiment  existed 
between  them,  on  what  might  be  called  the  five  pointa,  yet 
the  might  of  their  energies  and  their  stining  appeals  were 
directed  to  the  same  object,  the  salvation  oi  innnortal  souls. 
And  in  spreadiug  abroad  the  savour  of  the  knowledge  of 
Christ  in  every  place,  they  showed  how  evangelical  Armitt- 
ianism  and  practical  Cidvinism  could  contribute  to  the  same 
result,  that  of  awakening  men  to  the  great  concerns  of 
religion,  in  order  to  prepare  the  way  lor  the  elevation  of  the 
character  of  their  hearers  to  a  state  of  moral  excellency  and 

The  nature  of  the  addresses  of  these  two  extraordinaiy 

men,  so  general  and  apo«?toHc,  and  attended  with  such 
wondeitul  ctiiects,  might  be  supposed  to  command  many  im- 
itators of  their  liberal  views,  which  for  a  time  was  the  case. 
But  the  circumstance  of  Whitfield's  adopting  Calvinistie 
opinions  tended  greatly  to  revive  and  diffuse  the  system  of  Llic 
Geneva  Ileformer  through  the  land.  This  can  be  no  matter 
of  surprise;  ibr  whiie  the  religious  excitement  of  that  period 
gave  activity  to  theologicsl  enquiries,  it  was  natural  to  minds 
incHned  to  speculatton',  and  especially  those  which  had  some 
taste  for  metaphysical  disciissioii,  to  be  entangled  in  the 
questions  of  predestination,  prescience,  necessity,  and  human 
freedom;  and  while  the  dogmas  of  Calvin  were  held  by 
several  ministers  in  conjunction  with  vital  and  saving  truths, 
and  their  labours  were  liunoured  witli  gn  ut  usuluhicss,  never- 
theless, with  others,  an  incautiouaness  in  their  statements  of 
the  doctrines  of  grace  and  fate  prepared  the  way  for  the 
most  mischievous  consequences,  and  Antinomianism,  grafted 
on  the  Calvinistie  systeii),  as  espoused  by  many  of  them, 
tended  to  produce  a  withering  eiiect  upon  the  more  evan- 
gelical theory  that  was  embraced  by  the  devout  and  pious 
of  that  creed. 


CHAPTKE  XIX. 


Thil  tendencjr  of  Calruusm  to  verge  towanU  the  licea- 
tioiuaew  of  ADtmomtaninD  may  here  be  named,  also,  as  one 
of  tliose  caases  wbich  operated  to  hold  in  check  and  abate  the 
iriiluence  of  tiiis  system  in  its  more  rigid  forms,  as  received 
aod  held  by  some  persons.  Hence,  the  alarm  that  was 
excited  at  different  t^nes  in  the  minda  of  the  more  piooa 
ministera  of  the  Greneira-  eieed,  as  to  the  peraicioiia 
character  of  Aniiiumii  inism,  which  awfully  operates  to 
subFert  religion,  by  freeing  the,  conscience  from  the  re- 
qnirementa  of  piety»  while  asaeKing  that  he  who  ia  in> 
teieated  in  the  Gospel  ia  releaaed  fiom  all  obligation  to 
the  law,  or  submibbion  to  the  injunctions  and  preceptive 
parts  of  Christianity,  prompted  them,  without  referring  to 
Anninianiam,  to  adopt  its  cauiiatu  and  conditumff  in  ordsr 
to  pfevent  their  own  system  firom  issuing  in  snch  results 
among  their  hearers. 

To  prove  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  we  shall  come 
near  to  onr  own  day»  for  the  purpose  of  marking  an  extreme 
state  of  Calvinistic  religions  opinion,  as  contributing  to  giTe 
to  the  condiium*  found  in  the  creed  of  the  Dutch  Professor, 
an  important  cliiim  to  the  notice  of  the  moderate  school  of 
Calrinism.  We  allude,  says  an  eloquent  writer,*  when 
treating  on  this  subject,  to  the  late  bold  and  firontleaa 
exhibition  of  thef  Antinoroian  heresy,  as  adrocated  hf 
certain  preachers  of  more  than  ordinary  name,  who  have 
recently  effected  a  schism  in  the  Church  of  England. 
These  persons,  after  being  first  inducted  into  the  principka 
of  the  Calvinistic  system,  were  afterwards  enticed  upwardb 
to  its  hif^hest  and  most  dangerous  pinnacles.  Froni  thciice 
they  fearlessly  launched  into  a  profound  too  vast  for  them  U> 
explore,  and  where  they  still  find  no  resting  place*  Like 
Satan  toiling  in  chaos,  they 

*  As  in  a  rloudy  chair  ascendini?,  ride 
Audacious;  but  tiiat  seat  souu  failing,  noMt 
I  A  vast  vacuitj.* 

*  Tht  late  Ridianl  Wataon. 
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And  if  they,  at  any  time,  succeed  in  reaching  a  world  of  light, 
it  is  onlyy  like  htm,,  to  iniest  some  paradue,  and  to  poison 
the  mind  of  some  unwary  soul  by  their  filthy  dream97* 

Many  diviues  of  the  uioic  moderate  Calviuistic  school, 
both  in  the  Church,  and  amongst  the  Dissenters,  felt  them- 
seWes  called  upon  to  guard  Uieir  flocks  against  what  was 
significantly  called,  not  a  religious  enror,  but  an  attempt  to 
substitute  a  system  of  subtle  and  specious  impiety  in  the 
room  of  Christianity;"*  and  individuals,  who  before  had 
given  striking  prominence  to  the  peculiarities  of  the  Cal* 
Tinistic  cieed,  designating  them  the  doctrines  gmce^ 
were  led  to  see,  that  by  surrounding  these  with  a  certain 
degree  of  importance,  as  though  they  constituted  the  essence 
of  the  Gospel,  they  bad  prepared  the  way  for  fearful  results, 
and  were  determined  not  to  giro  them  the  same  conspicuous 
place  in  their  ministrations,  as  heretofore.  In  proof  of  this 
we  cannot  forbear  giving  the  follo\^  inpf  incident  from  Mr. 
Jackson's  Life  of  the  late  Rev.  Richard  Watson.  And 
although,  iirom  the  extenfled  circulation  of  that  work,  it  must 
be  well  known,  nevertheless,  its  appropriateness  to  our 
subject  will  warrant  its  insertion  here.  We  allude  to  the  case 
of  the  late  venerable  Rowland  Hill,  who,  in  addressing  Mr. 
Watson,  amongst  a  company  of  ministers  of  the  indepen- 
dent denomination,  and  supposing  him  to  be  one  of  them, 
said,  *  Whatever  shall  we  do,  Sir,  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
Antinomianism,  which  is  making  such  dreadful  havoc  of 
many  of  our  country  churches?  Don't  you  think,  Sir,  there 
is  leallj  something  in  onr  C^vinistio  doctrines^  which  is 
calculated  to  produce  this  terrible  evil  P  Mr.  Watson,  who 
was  taken  by  surprise,  and  felt  liiinself  placed  in  a  some- 
what peculiar  situation,  assented  to  Mr.  Iliirs  suggestions; 
and  the  aged  apostle  of  Calvinisn  theology  added,  in  his 
own  emphatic  manner,  *  I  spent  my  younger  days  in  fighting 
the  Armmian  devil ;  but  I  will  spend  the  rest  of  my  life  in 

•  The  lale  Robert  Hall. 
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fighiiiig  the  deiril  of  Anlinomianism.*  ThiR  pledge  that 
excellent  man  fulljr  redeemed,  and  though  it  is  not  pre- 
tended that  he  renotmoed  the  peculiarities  of  his  creed,  jel 
they  were  less  prominent  in  his  ministiations  than  tfaey 
had  formerly  been." 

Amongst  the  persons  who  saw  the  propriety  of  adopting 
measures  similar  to  those  of  this  patriarch,  was  the  late 
Robert  Hall,  who,  in  bis  preface  to  Chases  Antinomianisni 
Umnasked/'  admitted  that  the  paucity  of  practiced  instrnc- 
tion,  kiud  the  custom  of  almost  exclnsively  dwelling  on 
doctrinal  topics,  paved  the  way  for  AntiDomianism ;  and 
that  ministers,  while  dwelling  whoUj  upon  doctrinal  sub- 
jects, were  astonished  at  pereeiTing  the  eager  impetnosity 
with  which  a  part  of  their  hearers  rnslu d  into  Auiinomian 
excesses,  when  a  thorough  investigation  might  have  con- 
Tinced  them,  that  though  they  had  inculcated  the  truth,  it 
had  not  been  altogether  as  it  U  m  Jesus;  and  then  pro- 
ceeds to  say,  "  that  the  prevailing  practice  of  representing 
the  promises  of  the  Gospel  as  unconditional ^  tends  to  such 
a  result  The  idea  of  meriiofums  cmuUiians  is,  indeed,  in- 
compatible with  the  Gospel,  considered  as  &  system  of 
grace ;  but  if  there  be  no  conditions  of  salration,  how  is  it 
possible  to  confute  the  pretensions  and  confound  the  con- 
iidence  of  the  most  licentious  professor.  [Besides,]  all 
promises  must  either  be  made  to  individuals  by  name^  or, 
indefinitely,  to  persons  of  a  specific  character.  A  moment's 
aUciition  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfv  us,  that  the  pruniise  of 
pardon  is  oi'  the  latter  description.  In  no  one  instance  is  it 
addressed  to  the  indindual  by  name,  but  to  the  penitent 
the  believing,  the  obedient,  or  to  some  simitar  specification 
of  character. — Before  any  person,  iherefore,  can  justly  ap- 
propriate the  promise  to  himself,  he  must  ascertain  his 
possession  of  that  character,  or  which  is  precisely  the  same^ 
be  must  perceive  that  he  comes  within  the  prescribed  con- 
ditions.— This  absurd  notimi  of  unecnditimal  promises,  by 
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aevering  the  Msuranco  of  salvalioD  from  all  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit,  from  efeiy  trace  and  featm«  of  a  renorated  nature 

and  a  regenerate  state,  opeus  the  widest  pusbible  door  to 

licentiousness." 

On  this  passagei  Mr.  Watson  sajrs^ ;  "  If  this  be  Calrin- 
Ism,  it  leaves  bat  little  to  be  disputed  amongst  those  who 
feel  the  force  of  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  apostle;  For 
drcumcisicn  is  nothing,  neither  uncircumcmon^  hut  a  new 
creaiure.*  Its  peculiarities  are  reduced  to  the  rank  and  con- 

•  Althon^b,  according  to  Mr.  Jackson,     Mr.  Watson  had  many  serious 
ofcjectioiis  to  the  tttiiets  of  Calvininn,  when  considered  in  detail,  and  he 
was  conscientiously  opposed  to  the  system,  as  a  whole ;  and  he  was  ac- 
customed to  observe,  that  its  essential  princtpies  are  not  deduced  from  the 
Word  of  Godf  interpreted  eccording  to  its  general  popular  import,  but  from 
Oietaphyslcal  speculation  concerning  the  divine  nature nevertheless,  no 
MMM  cherished  more  of  the  spirit  of  libcrdditj  towards  those  who  maintained 
the  system  of  Calvia,  than  he.   This  will  be  seen  from  the  following  state» 
ment   We  are  not  at  all  wishful  to  see  our  own  pecttliar  Tiews  adopted 
by  pioQS  Calvinlsts,  nor  do  we  leel  any  disposition  to  force  npon  the  atten- 
tlon  of  nich  perMms,  tbelr  peculiar  notions  against  their  own  wUli^  nor 
ftfsiat  to  chaise  tbeir  cveed  with  eonseqncnces  whidi  they  diiaTow,  merely 
beeanse  inch  oonseqiiencet  appear  to  as  to  be  the  logical  ooncluaioiis 
of  their  premises,  and  may,  by  the  rules  of  strict  reasoning,  be  Tery 
legitimate.  And  although  in  proportion  as  we  beliere  those  sentlmenU 
tvbidi  distingQiifa  the  Calfinistle  creed  from  eraogelical  Armlnianism 
to  be  contiuy  to  the  Seriptarea,  and  Injurious  to  the  praetioe  of  tlio 
Christian  temper  and  oonduet,  we  r^ce  that  they  are  sinking  In  the 
estimation  of  wise  and  pious  men.— Nerertheless,  we  had  rather  see 
errors  of  this  kind  gradually  fiide  away,  than  suddenly  pushed  out  of 
sight  One  of  the  greatest  dangers  of  the  human  mind  arises  from  sudden 
levfllsions  of  opinion.  Truth  and  error  are  so  linked  together,  one  being 
olten  the  mere  shadow  or  the  excess  of  the  other,  that  he  who  abandons 
enw  itself  too  hastily,  may  renounce  some  important  and  essential  troth, 
sroand  which  it  has  spread  parasitical  branches,  or  diffused  a  deceptive 
halo.   From  Calvinism,  through  a  cold  and  legal  Arminianism,  there  has 
been  too  oiuu  a  sudden  transition  to  Socinianisni ;  and  he  greatly  injures 
Calviaism  in  its  stronj^est  fonns,  if  he  would  not  prefer  its  existence,  with 
all  its  dangers  and  occa^ioiiiil  excesses,  to  a  system  whiih  has  la  it  no 
human  hope,  because  it  recognizes  no  one  principle  of  human  recovery 
from  the  guilt  and  penalty  of  sin,  as  stated  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
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sequence  of  mere  abetraet  epecnlatioiM,  thrown  constantly 

into  the  distance,  and  never  suffered  to  intrade  into  any 
question  of  religious  experience,  or  religious  duty."  *  And 
we  shall  leave  it  with  the  reader  who  is  the  least  acqoainted 
with  the  CalTinism  with  which  the  Remonsirsots  had  to 
contend,  and  the  mitigated  form  of  it,  as  generally  adopted 
at  the  present  day,  to  judge  whether  the  latter  has  not 
approached  to  the  views  of  the  Remonstrants^  who  wem 
bianded  as  heietics^  and  some  of  them  expetted  their  conntij; 
while  others  were  exposed  to  imprisonment  and  deadi, 
for  maintaining  views  similar  to  the  above,  by  men,  whose 
successors  in  name,  though  not  in  creed,  now  as  much  as 
ourselves  rejoice,  that  a  system  so  expansive,  though  not  ac- 
knowledged to  he  Arminian,  has  very  extensively  won  its  way, 
especially  amongst  the  British  Churches.  As  to  ourselves 
wp  certainly  believe  that  a  movement  has  been  made  Irom 
Calvinism  to  Arminianism,  a  fact,  we  state  not  with  vain 
triumph,  but  thankfulness,  as  being  for  the  world's  benefit ; 
and,  therefore,  cuiicur  with  the  sentiment  of  a  modem  writer 
of  the  moderate  school  of  Calvinism,  when  he  says,  ^*  that  as 
there  is  no  difference  in  guilt,  so  thero  is  none  either  in 
the  conditions  of  pardon  or  in  the  eligibility  of  men  to 
the  divine  favour,  and,  that  God  puts  no  difference  between 
man  and  man ; — is  no  respecter  of  persons ;  and  that  in 
EV£RY  NATION  he  that  feateth  God^  and  worketh  righteoui* 

•  If  the  above  «nlter  oovld  ny  thit.  Id  relatioii  to  the  ptimge  tknt  givca 
in  the  text,  witii  bow  mueh  more  justice  might  it  be  ieid  of  the  foUowiii^ 
■tetement  of  Mr.  HtU.  "  I  believe  firmly  iu  genenl  redemption;  I  often 
preach  it  $  and  I  consider  the  Act  that  Christ  died  for  all,  as  the  only  basis 
that  can  support  the  noiveiaal  oiferof  the  Gospel. — I  consider  the  sacrifice 
of  Christ  as  a  remedy,  not  only  adapted,  bnt  intended  for  ell,  and  as  placing 
nil  in  a  salvable  state,  and  remoTing  all  barriers  to  their  salvation^  except 
such  u  arise  horn  their  own  perversity  nod  dcpinvity.*'f 

Some  modem  Calvinif ts  assert  that  their  oiTen  of  salvation  to  men  an  as 
general  as  those  of  the  Armiaians    Be  it  so^  we  are  glad  to  bear  it 
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tiesSf  is  accepted  of  him. — Bright  expansion  of  heavenly 
f^loiy  I  Welcome  news  from  on  high  I  with  emphasis  may 
we  sajy  in  hearing  this  canon  of  grace — The  true  U^ht  maw 

shineth  r 

Another  circumstance  growing  out  of  the  mitigated  cha- 
ncier of  CalFinism,  as  introduced  hy  Attyraat,  most  not 
be  omitted  on  this  occasion,  that  is»  the  cnltiTation  of  a 
more  tolerant  spirit  amongst  the  divines  of  the  Calvinistic 
school.    The  Remonstrants,  who  had  imbibed  the  opinions, 
and  copied  the  conduct  of  the  amiable  ArmininSi  were  the 
first  amongst  the  Protestants  of  Europe,    to  lift  up  tb«r 
voice  on  this  subject,  and  assert  it  to  be  possible  for  a  friendly 
union  to  exist  amongst  individuals,  though  differing  in 
minor  shades  of  doctrine ;  and  thus  anticipated  the  church 
by  two  hundred  years,  in  anxiously  wishing  to  see  the 
extinction  of  intolerance  and  bi(]:otry  amongst  Christians, 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  spirit  of  amity,  as  it  ift  witnessedi 
at  least  to  a  great  extent,  at  the  present  day,  in  this  country.f 

•  Barnereldt,  who  wis  the  principal  luy-leader  of  the  Kcmonstrants, 
was  perhaps  the  first  statesman,"  says  Evans  ('rowe,  "  that  made  religious 
lokraUon  one  of  liis  matims."    Lardncr^s  Ciftlopadia  vol.  xlvi.  p.  210. 

+  Amontjst  the  persons  who  seem  incapable  of  coming  up  to  the  spirit  of 
tho  tiiiiLS,  and  ridding  themselves  of  the  bigotry  of  former  days,  is  Dr. 
liH  nnett.    This  man,  it  is  known,  several  years  since,  published,  iu  con- 
junction Willi  the  lale  Dr.  Bogae,  A  History  oj  the  Dhsi'nleis,  m  wliich 
Arminianisiu,  and  the  names  of  Wesley  and  Fletcher  were  assailed  with  a 
degree  of  virulence  worthy  of  Toplady,  of  bitter  notoriety.    Of  the  amiable 
Fletcher  it  is  said  in  tiiis  work,  ihat  in  his  writine^s  he  showed  that  ho 
was  *•  often  very  devoutly  wicked,  and  almost  b!si  pip  iiu  d  froui  a  sense  of 
duty."    After  the  lapse  of  near  thirty  years,  Beuuetl  sent  forth  a  second 
edition  of  this  work,  with  very  little  abatement  of  the  temper  and  bigotry 
manifested  in  the  first,  a  fact  from  which  \\e  gatht>r,  that  he  intends  the  sun 
to  go  down  upon  his  wrath.    We  think  we  have  discovered  the  cause  of  the 
asperity  of  this  man  a^iist  Arminianism,  or  Weaieyan  Methodism.  In 
his  early  days,  he  was  appfeatice<l  at  Bath,  to  a  pefMm  of  the  name  of 
i^Mvin,  a  cabinet-maker  and  npbolsteier,  **wbo  was  a  good  man  and  a 
Methodist  class- leader.    I  am  not  sun^'*  lays  otir  tDfurmant,  ^  that  he 
[BenaeU]  met  in  chui  at  Oie  time  be  wti  with  Mr.  Bowin,  but,  to  tfao  beet 
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Some  English  writers,  to  their  hoDour  be  it  stated,  have 
done  these  liberal  men  the  jnstice  to  admit  this  ikety  thon^ 
others  have  claimed  it  for  persons  of  our  own  country,  of  the 
independent  denomination  of  Cromweirs  day.  But  the 
parties  who  have  so  done,  have  shown  that  they  were  not 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  Datch  Arminians;  other- 
wise they  would  not  bare  put  forth  such  pretensions.  In  the 
march  of  liberal  feeling,  as  before  stated,  Episcopius,  next  to 
Arminius,  stands  the  great  leader,  a  circumstance  which, 
amongst  many  others,  was  put  to  his  account  to  prove  that 
he  was  a  heretic  and  a  sinner.  Hence  it  was  said,  **  II  pro* 
Ies86  publiquement  la  tolerance  de  toutes  les  sectes  qui  re- 
coiiiioissoient  raulorite  de  VEcriture-Saint^,  de  quelque 
maniere  qu'elles  Texpliquent.  C'etoit  ouvir  la  porte  a  toutes 
les  erreurs.  Cette  opinion  Tavoit  fait  sonp^onner  de  Socinian- 
isme.***  Such  were  the  notions  that  prerailed  some  time 
after  his  death,  that  is,  for  a  person  to  be  tolerant  was  to 
be  a  bad  man,  and  to  be  liberal,  was  to  be  an  heretic. 

That  tlie  system  of  Amyraut  would  prepare  the  way  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  spirit  of  tolerance  and  forbearance  amongst 
the  CalTinists  of  the  continent,  Curcellceus  had  distinctly 
predicted.  His  anticipations  of  such  a  result  were  founded 
upon  the  iact  of  many  of  the  pastors  amongst  the  Reformed 
having  embraced  the  views  of  this  divine,  while  others  as 

of  my  iccollection,  dist  wm  the  cue.**  If  It  oouid  be  made  out  tttit- 
ftctortly,  that  this  man,  while  an  apprentice  to  the  aboro  person,  was 
A  member  of  the  Methodist  Society,  the  difficulty  of  ecoomitiiig  for  his 
unabated  m&Uffnity  towards  that  communion  wottJd  ccse^  bectnae  it  would 
then  be  seen  to  be  the  m«lignit]r  of  a  Rbnegade. 

It  ie  eaid,  that  the  two  doctors  were  in  the  habit  of  declining  Uie  merit 
of  the  authorship  of  eome  parts  of  this  work.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
say  which  portion  of  it  was  written  by  I>r*  Bennettj  but  certainly,  if  we 
may  judge  of  his  talents  fi>r  writing,  by  his  Leeturet  on  the  liiHwy  ijf  Jmm 
Ckri$tt  the  baldness  and  meagemen  of  which  are  confessed  even  by  his  own 
party,  we  should  not  be  disposed  to  attribute  to  him  wliat  BMj  be  deemed 
the  more  inteilectual  part  of  the  above  history.  * 

•  NouTean  Dietionaire  Historiqoe,  AHkU  Bpiscopius. 
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violenUjr  opposed  them ;  and  he  saw  that  unim  they  cuiti- 
Tated  a  tpirit  of  forbeanDce  towardi  each  other,  their 
cbtirdi68  must  ine^itablj  be  rent  in  pieces.   He  therefore 

concluded  that  the  French  Calviuisis  would  be  impelled  by 
the  appreheusion  of  common  danger  to  cherish  a  better  state 
of  feeling  amongst  themselvesy  and  that,  as  a  consequence, 
the  Armmians  would  reap  the  adrantage  of  it,  as  it  would 
necessarily  manifest  itself  to  others.  The  event,  which  he 
thus  foresaw,  actually  took  place.  And  though,  for  a  time, 
the  Reformed  maintained  an  hostile  iront  to  the  followers  of 
Arminins ;  and  Amjiaut  himself,  when  CurcelUsus,  in  one 
of  his  publications,  praised  him  for  some  of  his  expansive 
Tiews,  flung  back  the  compliment  with  disdain,  bein^  un- 
willing to  accept  it  from  such  a  quarter,  lest  it  should  bring 
bim  into  bad  odour  with  his  Calvinistic  friends,  who,  at 
that  time,  were  eager  to  obtain  proofe  by  which  they  nii^ht, 
with  appaiciil  truth,  lix  upon  him  the  designation  of 
Arminian,  an  epithet  that  was  the  scarecrow  of  the  Calvin* 
iats  of  that  age ;  nerertheless,  the  working  of  this  system  was 
precisely  such  as  Curcellnus  had  foretold,  and  its  patrons, 
in  spite  of  themselves,  schooled  by  circumstances,  were 
taught  to  imbibe  a  spirit  of  tolerance,  cherish  milder  views, 
and  pursue  a  more  liberal  course  of  conduct  towards  their 
fellow*Christians.  This  will  appear  firom  the  £eiet,  that  the 
more  moderate  of  the  Reformed  ministers,  whose  brethren 
had  previously  scrupled  to  allow  Grotius  to  have  communion 
with  them,  directly  after  he  went  to  that  couutr}-,  now,  uuder 
the  influence  of  the  more  generous  principles  of  Amyrant, 
and  with  him  at  their  bead,  waited  upon  this  distinguished 
Dutch  scholar,  and  entreated  him  to  unite  with  them  in 
church  fellowship,  saying,  that  they  admitted  the  Confession 
of  the  Bemonstrants  to  be  orthodox  and  sound.  And  when 
be  intimated  his  attachment  to  the  doctrines  of  Chrysostom 
and  Melancthon,  it  was  answered,  that  this  ^\<)uld  be  no 
ground  of  objection  to  his  admission  amongst  them. 
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The  apliit  of  tol6mice  and  kSndlj  IMing  wluch  eune  m 
the  train  of  Amyratit^s  system,  and  manifested  Itself  on  Ae 

occasion  just  alluded  to,  became  more  apparent  rear  after 
year,  in  so  mach  that  those  who  jean  belbre  kad 
loriously  debated  upon  the  fire  points^  aooii  began  to 
tolerate  the  different  opinions  of  each  other  upon  these 
articles.  Hence,  Mosheini,  in  allusion  to  the  state  of  feeling 
eztsting  in  relation  to  these  points  in  the  eighteenth  centtoj, 
says,  ^  The  Reformed  Church  as  a  eommnnity  comprdbeodi 
in  its  bosom  Arminians,  Calvinists,  and  Universalists,  who 
live  together  in  charity  and  friendship,  and  unite  their 
efforts  in  healing  the  breach,  and  diminishing  the  vrei^ 
and  importance  of  those  controrersies  which  separate  tlies 
from  each  other.** 

The  Dutch  Calvinistic  Churches  seem  to  have  been  the 
last  to  concur  with  this  amended  state  of  feeling,  and  while 
soTeral  of  its  members  lamented  in  the  most  sorrowful  strains, 
what  they  deemed  the  laxity  of  the  church's  discipline,  in 
not  excluding  irom  its  bosom  those  who  cultivated  mm 
liberal  opinions;  neverCheless,  as  the  latter,  even  at  that 
time,  were  superior  in  puml  ol  Dumber,  power,  and  influence, 
the  mourniul  and  bigoted  wailings  of  the  former  were  heard 
with  indifference.     Whoerer,  thecefore,  considers  all  tfasM 
things  with  due  attention,  will  be  obliged  to  acknowledge, 
that  neither  the  Lulherans  nor  the  AnuiiiiiiiiD  have  at  this 
day  any  further  subject  of  controirersy  or  debate  with  the 
Beformed  Churchy  considered  in  a  general  point  of  view, 
but  only  with  indifidnals,  who  are  members  of  this  great 
community.    For  the  Church,  regarded  in  its  collective  and 
general  character,  allows  now  to  all  its  members  the  ML 
liberty  of  entertuning  the  sentiments  they  think  most  rea- 
sonable, in  relation  to  those  points  of  doctrine  that  formerly 
excluded  the  Lutherans  and  Arminians  from  its  communioD; 
and  looks  upon  the  essence  of  Christiani^  and  its  fimds- 
mental  truths  as  in  no  wise  affected  by  them,  howenr 
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variously  tliry  may  he  explained  by  the  contending  parties.'** 
Ln  our  ovrn  country,  that  famous  Armiuiaiiy  John  Goodwin^ 
was  the  £nt  to  lift  ap  his  voice  in  favomr  of  toleration ; 
•ad  wbibt  tBe  presbytflfians  breathed  oat  anathemas  against 
him  and  Lho^  who  imitated  his  conduct,  and  branded  them 

•  The  libLiality  of  the  present  day,  it  appears,  however,  is  not  suthcicnt 
to  obtain  an  admission  from  some  of  the  diseiplcs  of  the  Gi  nevii  Kcforiner, 
that  those  who  embniee  Arminianism  are  to  be  deemed  orthodox.  Uenoey 

when  application  was  made  to  the  University  of  Aberdeeo,  by  Dr.  H  , 

for  the  degree  of  D.D.  for  the  late  Kev.  Joseph  Benson,  it  was  refased^  oathe 
alleged  groand  that  a  compliance  with  it  might  t)c  eonstrucd  into  fttt  ap* 
proTal  of  his  theological  sentiments."  This  man,  who  has  been  pnmoanced 
•*  eminent  for  learning,  and  remarkable  for  eloquence,"  f  and  ofNQllswed  bp 
tlia  liberal  of  all  sects,  to  hate  been  one  of  the  aUeet  divines  of  modem 
digpi^  and  whose  minietiy  was  the  means  of  spreading  vital  feliglon  throngh 
an  extended  circde^  was,  neTertheiess,  oonsideied,  by  these  Scotch  Aesdemi- 
dtOM,  unfit  to  be  leeognlaed  as  a  sound  divine.  It  was  proposed,  however, 

toDXiH  ^  to  bestow  a  litsraiy  degree  on  this  vcnefable  minister,  instead 

of  a  theological  cnei,  on  aooonnt,  of  comae,  of  his  not  being  soond  in  tlw 
Ikith.  The  offer,  nnder  sock  cironmsiBoees,  was  propecly  rejected.  Mr. 
Benson  never  knew  of  this  application  of  Ids  friends  to  sseove  for  him 
tUs  intended  liononr. 

When  these  gentleoMn,  acooiding  to  a  doeament  before  ns,  jadged  that 
giving  a  degzee  of  D.D.  to  Nr.  Benson,  might  be  **  eonstmed  into  an  ap- 
pioval  of  Us  tlieological  sentinients;*'  perhaps  they  thought,  wllli  old 
Hnssey,  X  tlttt  to  be  an  Arminian,  was  to  be  a  sinner  of  no  ordinary 
disraetor,  in  as  mnch,  lio  says,  as  ho  breaks  tlio  ten  oouunaadnients. 
This  he  proves  in  tlie  foUotving  manner.  **  Arminians  make  a  dSeimiy  of 
wten*a  power,  and  so  are  guilty  of  idolatry.  The  second  command  is  broke 
hj  bowing  domi  to  this  idol.    The  third  is  broke  by  speaking  of  inrfferinal 

^race,  for  to  do  this  is  to  take  God's  name  m  t  ain.  Arminiau.H  brt  ak 

the  sevenlli  by  wmmttttHij  uduKery  with  their  idol,  the  work  of  their  owa 

bands.  And  they  brt  ik  the  tenth,  bv  run  tiny  thttr  ni  tijhhour^H  inten'H 

»ji  (lOfl  iiiui  Christ."  Now  (  ( rtaiiilv,  if  men  are  not  to  be  ]):irJakt'rs  of  other 
people's  sins,  these  Nortln m  M^htb  shewed  their  \sisdom  iii  taking  care  that 
they  did  not  do  anv  tiling  to  ajjprove  of  Iheoiojpcal  sentiments  marked 
hy  sucli  w  i(  ki'il  ]ir;ietiee».  One  >v(iuld,  however,  like  to  know  Imw  iji;ufy 
Sociniaus,  brjth  <m  this  and  the  otiitr  side  of  the  Tweed,  have  feoeiTed  from 
the  Scotch  oniTendties  ttie  degree  of  DJ), 

•f  BrillACkilk^Ji4F»l<Sl  tBassi|«»<Msiy€f  Ghdstilkm 
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with  the  ^o8t  opprobhous  names^  Goodwill  imdaantedly 
adrocited  its  iiocoirity»*  md  tlrai  AnmaMnism  boldlj  led 
the  way  for  ito  intiodiicti4Ni  amongrt  oundyee*  Poeeiiig 

Iroiii  this  period,  to  that  of  the  Hills  and  Toplady,  in 
which  the  spirit  of  bigotiy  broke  ibrlh  iu  the  mo&t  Fiulent 
maimer  against  the  Wesleys  and  the  amiable  John  Fletcher, 
we  ean  bat  lejoiGe  in  knowing  that  the  meek  spirit  of  the 
latter,  by  transfusing  so  much  of  catholic  feeling  into  his 
\mlings,  showed  hoi^  possible  it  was  to  oppose  an  anta- 
gonist with  all  that  was  kindly,  Christian^  and  holy;  and 
theiehj  pmred  that  brethren  mig^t  dweE  together  in  mitj 
of  feefing,  though  ^flering  on  minor  points  of  doctrine. 
To  all  the  illiberal  things  said  to  this  saintly  man  on  ac- 
count of  his  Checks  to  Antinomiauismy  and  the  bigotiy 
of  the  high  Calvinists  of  his  daj,  his  reply  was,  "  I  wanted 
more  love  when  t  wrotei  and  t  want  more  now  ;**  that  is, 

towards  thoso  wlio  alnised  ami  slandered  him.  It  was  im- 
possible, aiter  the  subsiding  of  the  ioeling  excited  in  the 
hour  of  debate,  that  the  spirit  in  which  sneh  a  mufs 
writings  were  dictated,  should  not  produce  a  plastic  eflhct»  in 
moulding  others  to  a  temper  similar  to  liis  o\s  n  ;  and  that  - 
subsequent  controversies  ou  the  disputed  i^nmts  should  not 
be  conducted  with  ami^  and  Idadness.  This  woold  tlM 
more  readily  follow  ftom  these  controrerdes  contributing 
to  elibct  what  the  subject  of  these  memoirs  saw  to  be  ne- 
cessary, in  order  to  the  extinction  of  bitterness  and  a&peril^ 
amongst  those  who  differed  on  minor  points  of  doctrine^ 
that  iS|  a  distinction  betireen  essentiab  and  non«essentialS| 
and  a  recognition  of  those  leading  views  on  bolih  ddes,  by 

•  ^'It  ii  alto  UghlylMMiinibfo  to  him,  though tlw  Iket  if  butlittfo  knowB, 
Ihkt  hi  ifis  tiM  SnS'of  our  countf^oMn  who  ozcited  gononl  •tteuthni 
wfltlBg  dittiiMtiy  tti  espHeitlj  is  ddhnoe  of  vntTonal  Wwfrtyof  wmBci€n«e, 
as  one  of  the  most  sutod  lights  of  hnmoa  uatim.  Ho  had  poihlUfaed  oevenl 
sdaiioble  tncls  tgalost  oil  ossmIvo  Inloifbieiieo  la  nattois  purely  rdigioos, 
before  either  Locke,  or  Milton,  ororcB  Dr.  Owen,  fnotst  single  line  oa 
thetttbioelN  Pr^fiM  to  J^km^t  Lj^gfJohm  Qstiiiwin. 
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which  the  great  ends  of  Christianity  arc  secured,  after 
which,  there  might  be  allowed,  not  only  a  disparity  oi 
opinioii  on  minor  pointSy  biit  it  would  Ibrther  be  seen,  that 
while  certain  subjects  present  different  degrees  of  ^liffieiilty 
to  different  minds,  controversies  upon  them  may  not  oniy 
be  ineide  to  a^Ebrd  iapioTeiiient  to  the  inlellectml  powers, 
boa  alao  be  an  occaaioii  for  die  trial  of  nmtoal  diarity  amoogBt 

Christians.  ♦ 

Hailing  every  sign  of  such  an  amended  state  of  feeling, 
wo  take  this  opportunity'  of  leoovding  it  to  the  honour  of 

•  "The  differences  amongst  Heioe  tnd  ftery  oontroTertisU  appeal  in  rain 
far  sanction  to  tiie  wisdom  and  will  of  Qod ;  but  the  diffeiences  which  exist 
amangrt  pitns  and  modarate  Ma,  honest  im  their  ernqniriea  after  tnth,  an 
Hm  pviMffs  whidi  balanoe  and  xegvlate  the  MUatow  wwii  in  this  state  of 
infinni^t  as  the  diffuant  attwrtiwis  of  the  aoUr  system  preaarrearaiy  planet 
in  its  orbit,  and  itegnlate  the  doe  measure  of  its  heat  and  cold.  From  the 
period  of  the  ooatroveitf  conducted  by  the  fbnnders  of  Methodlm  hi  this 
eoimtry,  a  modeiatedCalriniam  has  arisen;  the  AatinoiBian  enon  haTe  bees 
gwrtly  eheched  I  ladsipatHMAand  psaetlBel  wHgtoe  wdtied  lesa  lleMe  to 
•batcnwnt  ftom  the  operatien  of  the  pecaUaritiaief  the  CalviaiitieqrMa 
aaiongit  eTangelical  professofs."  Watsoii. 

Whether  the  foUowing  paitiealars  will  be  considered  as  a  proof  of 
**  a  moderated  Calfinism  baring  arisen,"  we  shall  leare  tiie  reader  to  Judge 
hr  himself. 

Mr.  Thorn ason,  late  missionary  in  India,  when  examined  by  Messrs* 
F<><;Ltr  and  Cocil,  on  bthalf  of  the  Elland  Society,  after  beinj interrogated  as 
to  his  reasons,  for  preferring?  the  Cliurcli  tn  Mr.  Wesley's  i'ounexion,  was 
then  asked  by  Mr.  Cecil,  "  whether  he  adopted  the  opinious  of  Calvin  or 
Ariaiaius  ?"    "  Indeed,  Sir,"  said  he,  *  I  hare  neter  read  a  book  on  the 
subject,  except  the  Bible,  in  my  life.    I  have  always  made  it  a  point  to 
leave  those  things,  as  I  think  it  productive  of  evil  to  dive  into  intricacies 
wlijcli  can  liover  l)c  pcrfurtiv  cleared."    "  Yon  think  very  rightly,"  ^id  Mr' 
Cecil,  who  must  be  considered  Cul\  i rustic  in  his  opinions  ;  I  hafc  acted 
in  the  sajnc  manner  mystlf    1   make  it  d.  point   never  to  handle  thef^e 
thini^  in  public.    But  you  say  you  have  read  tiie  Bible  ;  What  views  do  you 
gather  from  the  Bible  ?"    "  Sir,"  said  be,  **  my  views  as  feathered  from  the 
iiihJc,  are  simply  tliose,  *  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  be 
gotten  Son,  thai  wfaeeeerer  hettiveifa  ;ia  hlaii  ihoaM  net  pertsh»  but  hare 
eierimii;  life.**' 


Digitized  by  Google 


540  OHAPTU  Za. 

the  lata  fi4>]>ert  Hall^  whote  character  and  talents  were 
calculated  to  exaicifle  a  poweilbl  infliieiicc  upon  fothm^ 
that  when  writmg  to  a  firieody  and  adrerting  to  the  tmpent:f 

displayed  by  Toplady,  he  says,  I  have  just  been  readiug 
Dr.  Whitehead's  Life  of  Wesley.  It  has  given  me  a  much 
moie  enlarged  idea  of  the  Tiitaea  and  labovn  of  that  ex- 
tncndinary  man,  than  I  erer  had  belbie.  I  would  not 
incur  the  guilt  of  that  virulent  abuse  which  Toplady  cast 
upon  him,  for  points  merely  speculative,  and  of  very  little 
hnpoitaacey  for  ten  thoiuand  worlds.  When  will  the  Chiia- 
tian  wolld  cease  disputing  about  reUgion,  and  begin  to 
enter  into  its  spirit,  and  practise  its  precepts  ?**  This  day 
we  hope  is  approaching,  and  the  existence  of  events  by 
which  good  men  aie  called  to  meet  together  on  occasions 
which  concern  the  common  Chiistianitjy  and  dissolve  the 
frigid  contractions  of  suspicion  in  the  glowing  ardour  of 
the  same  element  of  love  aud  zeal,  is  rapidly  bringing  it 
near. 

The  spirit  of  unity  and  co^ypcration  found  to  exist  amongst 
missionaxies  of  difTerent  bodies*  in  distant  lands^  not  only 

•  It  is  pleasing  to  know  tlmt  a  very  different  atate  of  feeling  exists  now 
amongst  Missionaries  to  that  which  existed  with  those  sent  ont  in  the  ship 
Duff,  in  1797,  to  the  islands  of  the  South  Seas.  Amongst  the  persons  who 
accompanied  them,  was  a  Methodist,  by  the  name  of  Jcfferies,  a  blacksmith 
by  trade.  This  muo,  zealous  to  assist  in  spreading  Christianity  amongst  the 
heathen,  offered  to  accompany  the  Missionaries.  In  doing  this,  he  arowed 
hit  aeotiments  to  be  Anninian.  His  manly  frankness,  and  evident  piety, 
won  upon  the  directors,  while  his  being  a  blacksmith,  it  was  lofj^y  judged 
by  them,  would  render  him  a  valuable  aoqnisition  to  the  mission;  and  ihtf 
accordingly  acted  Hp  to  the  principles  upon  which  this  institution  wm  'p|i»> 
fmed  to  bo  founded,  that  of  uniting  with,  and  receifiog  aid  fVom  Chiistiav 
of  any  and  every  section  of  the  Church,  lilot  so»  however,  the  Missionariea; 
for  after  they  had  embarked,  they  drew  up  a  creed  highly  Calvinistic^  and 
in<^i^ted  u]>on  his  stib^cribiog  it,  threatening  to  have  a»  fmlhn  uiUitmuis 
with  liim,  if  he  did  not  com])ly.  His  conscience  would  not  permit  him 
to  do  it,  and  they  artod  up  to  their  threat.  After  Jaading,  he  wm 
disr^arded,  nay  deserted  by  them.   GJeren  of  them,  however.  His  kaown. 
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realizes,  so  far  as  regards  themselTes,  the  event  ardentlj 
unshed  for  by  Mr.  Hall^  but  tbe  report  of  it  tends  to 

promote  a  similar  state  of  feeling  at  home:  and,  while 
the  mitigated  Calvinism  of  the  present  day,  and  the  spirit 
of  toleianoe  that  prerailsy  throw  into  the  shade  the  rigid- 
nesa  of  the  Geneva  doctrines  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  and 
the  exclusive  spirit  that  governed  many,  especially  its 
Dutch  members ;  and  the  ascendancy  obtained  by  the  doc- 
tiinea  of  the  Remonstrantfly  with  the  tolmtion  and  nnity 
amongst  Chfi8tian%  is  a  realization  of  events  Ibr  which  they 
so  seriously  laboured,  so  the  present  state  of  things  may 
be  considered  indicative  of  still  better  days.  And  though 
we  do  not  expect  to  behold  the  prmdarum  diem^  when  men 
thaii  9ee  eye  to  eye^  yet  we  rejoice  to  believe  that  that 
period  will  ere  long  arrivey  when  every  section  of  the 
Christian  Church  will  have  as  the  grand  olgect  of  all  its 
labours,  the  preparing  the  way  for  the  coming  of  that  Aitsf 
M  hcu  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowled^je  of  the  Lord^ 
as  the  waters  cover  the  sea; — and  there  shall  be  one  fold, 
and  me  ^hepkerdf  and  Chust  bb  all,  and  in  all, 

am  quitted  tbe  li]aad»  and  wait  to  New  Soiitli  Waieti  Hnt  xwt  wm  dls> 
coantoumced  by  the  nstlvef ;  but  Jefleiiei,  on  aoeoant  of  hie  tnde,  wee 
deemed  eo  Impoituit  e  penonage  by  them  ae  to  be  traeted  with  the  utmoet 

conddention.   At  this  tfane,  be  aeted  ihe  part  of  bladaniith  and  preacher 

of  the  Gospel  amongst  them  ;  and,  by  bis  labours  chiefly,  under  the  blessing 
of  God,  that  work  was  for  some  tjmc  c  arried  on,  which  has  now  so  aiinizingly 
extended  in  that  part  of  the  globe.  His  amiable  conduct  prepared  tlu'  way 
for  three  of  these  Missionaries  to  be  allowed  to  join  hiju  m  Iiis  eflurU  to 
cstablisii  Christianity  amongst  the  natives,  before  tlie  amvai  oi  others  sent 
out  to  them  in  the  yiar  1800,  in  the  Royal  Admiral. 

This  infonnaliou  i!>  from  the  nephew  of  Captain  Wilsoji,  wIjo  tuiiimanded 
the  ship  Duff^  and  from  a  miteionaiy  who  has  laboured  in  the  South  Sett 
laianda. 
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T.  Ov  nmsgTiif&Tioii.  1.  Ood  amr  decreed  te  elect  waj  naa  to  etemal 
Bfe«r  to  repEolistelilm  ftom  It,  by  hie  mew  will  end  pleasnie,  withoat  eay 
r^aid  to  his  foveeeen  obedieooe  or  diaobedleBce,  tn  Older  to  demonstnto 
tbe  glory  of  bis  mercy  tad  jnstiee»  or  of  his  power  or  abeolate  dotninioii. 

Sl  As  the  decne  of  God  oonoeniliig  both  the  selvation  and  the  destnctioii 
of  overy  nin  is  not  Dw  deeree  of  mi  end  tbsdlutely  Used,  it  follows  that 
neither  an  sndi  means  saborAatted  todiat  decree  as  throagb  them  both  the 
fleet  and  the  reprobate  msy  eflleadouly  and  inerltab^  be  hioo^t  to  the 
ijiwrtliied.  end*  « 

9.  Whevsfne»  neMier  did  Ood  with  lids  design  In  one  men,  Adam,  create 
nil  men  In  an  apilgfat  eondmon,  nor  did  he  ordain  the  lldl  or  eren  its  per- 
nsisslon,  nor  did  he  withdraw  horn  Adam  necesiaiy  and  suficient  grace,  nor 
does  he  now  cause  the  Gospel  to  he  pieached  and  men  to  be  outwardly 
called,  nor  does  he  confer  on  them  ^  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spiril;— Che  hts 
done  none  of  diese  tilings  with  tbe  design]  that  they  shonld  be  means  by 
which  he  might  bring  some  of  msoldnd  lo  life  ererlastiag,  and  leare  others 
of  Ibem  destitate  of  etemal  Hfe.  Christ  the  Mediator  Is  not  only  the  ex- 
ecntor  of  election,  but  also  the  foundation  of  the  very  deeree  4^  ekdioa 
Itself,  fhe  resson  why  some  men  are  eAcseioosly  eslled,  jostified,  perseveie 
In  fUlh,  and  are  i^loriM,  is  not  becanse  they  are  absolntely  elected  to  life 
eternal ;  nor  b  tiie  retMm  why  others  are  deserted  and  left  In  the  fidl,  have 
not  Christ  1>estowed  npon  fliem,  or,  Ihrther,  why  they  are  inefficsdoosly 
called,  are  hardened  and  damned,  because  these  men  are  absototely  re- 
probated fimn  etemal  life. 

4.  God  has  not  decreed,  without  the  Intervening  of  actoal  sins,  to  leave 
Irf  ftr  the  greater  part  of  mankind  In  the  faU,  and  czdnded  Ikom  all  hope 
of  salvation. 

5.  God  has  ordained  that  Christ  shall  be  the  Propitiation  for  the  sins  of 
tiie  whole  world ;  and,  in  virtue  of  thii  decree,  he  has  determined  to  justUy 
and  save  those  who  believe  in  him,  and  to  administer  to  men  the  means 
which  are  necessary  ■adsnfident  for  faith,  in  such  a  manner  as  be  knows 
to  be  befitting  his  wisdom  and  jnstlecu  But  he  has  not  in  any  wise  deter> 
mined,  in  virtoe  of  an  abiohite  decree^  to  give  Christ  as  a  Mediator  for  the 
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elect  only,  and  to  endow  them  mlone  with  lUfb  tiuongh  ui  efeetoftl  call,  to 
jnstiiy  them,  to  prmum  them  in  the  ftith,  rad  to  gloEifj  them. 

&  Neithwfai  any  men  by  eome  nbiolnte  uiteoedent  deeiw  ngected  bam 
lifb  etwnal,  nor  ftem  mesne  eaAdent  to  ettnin  it:  lo  that  the moite of 
Chrirt,  calling,  and  all  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  are  capahle  of  proiting  all 
men  for  their  •alfStioB»  and  are  In  leaUlj  prolltihie  to  all  men*  nniem  by 
an  aboae  of  theee  bleaeinga  thej  i>enreft  them  to  their  own  deetradkm* 
Bnt  no  man  whtlefer  ia  deetlMd  to  nnbeUef,  impiety,  or  the  conniiiion  of 
Bin,  as  the  m^ma  and  eavaee  of  hie  demnafinn* 

7.  The  election  of  partienlar  persona  la  abioInte»  from  eonaidemtioii  ef 
their  fiuth  in  Jeeoe  Christ  and  their  penefemnM^  bnt  not  withont  eon. 
sideration  of  their  faith  and  of  their  peneiaiBaea  ia  tme  lUili  as  %  pea- 
requisite  condition  in  eleeting  them. 

8.  Reprobation  finm  eteinal  lift  ia  made  aeeerding  to  tiie  conaldeintien 
of  preceding  nnbeUef  and  persefenaee  in  the  aame^  bnt  not  without  nan- 
sideration  of  pieoediag  onbeUef  or  peraereiance  in  it. 

9.  All  the  children  of  bdleren  are  sanctiiied  in  Christ;  so  that  not  one 
of  them  perlehes  who  departs  oat  of  dda  lift  prior  to  Am  n»  of  reaam. 
But  no  children  of  believen  who  depart  ont  of  this  lift  In  their  InJknqrt 
and  belbie  they  have  In  tbdr  own  pemsns  committed  any  sin,  are  on  aiiy 
•oeonnt  to  be  lecfconed  in  the  nnmber  of  the  repfobata:  so  aa  that  neHher 
the  aaored  larer  of  bapdam  la,  nor  are  the  prayem  of  die  ehnrcfat  by  any 
OMaae  capable  of  prolitiiv  them  (o  aalvaidoB. 

10.  No  children  of  bdlerera  who  hare  been  baptised  in  the  name  of  the 
FMher^of  the  Son,  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  while  In  a  the  state  of  laftaqf, 
are  by  an  absolute  deevae  numbered  among  the  reprobate. 

1L  Om  AtmimtaUijf^^mtrii  ^CkH$t,  1.  The  price  of  redenptien 
whidk  CMit  oflered  to  hia  Father  la  in  and  of  itaelf  not  only  anISeient  ftr 
the  redesq^tion  of  the  whole  human  race,  bnt  it  la  alae^  throagh  the  deccM^ 
the  will,  and  the  grace  of  Ood  the  Father,  been  paid  ftr  all  men  and  ereiy 
man ;  and  tbereftre  no  one  la  by  an  abaolute  and  antecedent  deeree  of  Qed 
poaitlvely  excluded  ttam  all  participation  In  the  Ihiita  of  the  death  of 
Chrlat. 

ft  Chriat,  by  the  merit  of  hie  death,  haa  Ihna  ftr  lecoodled  Ood  the 
Father  to  the  whole  of  mankind,— that  he  can  and  will,  without  injury  to 
hIa  juatlee  and  trutl^  enterlnto  and  estabUah  a  new  covenant  of  gmoa  with 
afnnera  and  men  obnozloua  to  damnafkm. 

8.  Though  Chrlat  bee  merited  ftr  all  men  and  for  every  man  raoondlln* 
tion  widi  God  and  ftrgivenem  of  aina^  yet^  aceordlqg  to  tiio  tenor  or  tenna 
of  the  new  and  gradoua  covenant,  no  man  ia  la  reality  made  a  partaker  of 
the  beneflta  procured  by  the  death  of  Chriat  In  any  other  way  than  throagh 
ftith  i  neither  are  the  treapaawa  and  oflencea  of  ainfol  men  forgiven  prior 
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to  tbtir  Mtnalty  and  tnilj  bdteving  in  CMl. 

4.  ThMa  only  Ibr  whom  Chriit  hat  died  an  oUifvd  t»  bellote  tliat  Clulit 
faw  died  Ibr  tlieni.  Bat  tliow  whom  th^  call  npvob«lM»  and  Ibr  whom 
Oukt  hai  not  dtodt  can  ndlher  bo  obUgad  ao  to  beUefo*  nor  can  fhqr  bo 
jnstlj  condanuwd  for  the  contraiy  nubeUef ;  but  if  sacb  peiaona  were  lo- 
ppDb«tM»  tbej  would  be  oUlged  to  beUere  that  Christ  haa  not  died  for 
tbeUi 

ni.  and  IV.  Or  epenHm  of  gram  im  fft#  emumOm  ^mmu  1.  Han 
haa  not  aaring  Ibith  fooin  and  of  Umadf,  nor  haa  he  it  ftom  the  poireia  of 
hia  aim  ftae.will;  beoAMe  in  a  atato  of  aln  ho  ia  aUo  from  and  of  hlmaelf 
to  thinky  or  do  nothing  that  is  good,  noOIng  that  la  Indeed  taring 
good;  of  which  deaerlplion,  in  the  tnt  place,  la  aafing  Aitfi.  Bvt  It  la 
nacaaaaiy  that,  bj  Ood  In  Chriat  through  hIa  Holy  Spirit,  ho  ahonld  be 
NBononted  and  renewed  In  hIa  nnderalandliig,  aflbedona^  wiU,  and  In  all 
hia  powera,  that  he  maj  bo  capable  of  rightly  underalanding,  meditating, 
wilUaig,  and  perfemring  each  thinga  aa  aio  aavingly  good. 

%  We  propc/nnd  the  gnwe  of  Qod  to  bo  the  beginning,  the  progreai^  and 
the  oomptetion  of  orery  good  thing;  ao  that  even  the  man  who  ia  bora 
again  la  not  aUo  without  thla  preceding  and  prefenien^  thia  ezdting  and 
following,  thie  aeeompanying  and  eo4>pentlng  grace^  to  Ihinh,  to  will,  or 
to  perform  any  good,  or  to  iMlat  any  temptationa  to  ctil:  ao  that  good  wcrka^ 
and  the  good  actlona  whieh  any  one  la  Mb  to  find  out  by  thinking,  are  lo 
bo  aaeiibed  to  the  gtaeo  of  God  la  Chriat. 

5.  Tot  we  do  not  baUere  that  all  the  seal,  cara^atady,  and  palna,  which 
are  employed  to  obtain  aalvaHon,  before  folth  and  the  Spirit  of  renoration, 
are  rain  and  aadcM;  much  hw  do  wo  boUere  that  thiqr  no**  hortfol  to 
man  than  profitable.  Bat,  on  the  contraiy,  wo  conalder  that  to  hear  the 
word  of  God,  to  moom  on  aoaoont  of  the  oommlaalon  ef  aln,  and  eameotly 
to  aeek  and  daaiia  oaring  grace  and  the  Spirit  of  renontlon,  (none  of  whieh 
la  any  man  ttsgMt  of  doing  withont  dit lae  grace,)  ara  not  only  not  hnrtAU 
and  aaeleaa,  but  that  they  are  lathor  moat  naefol  and  exceedingly  neoeiaaiy 
fiw  obtaining  foith  and  the  Spirit  of  reno? atlco. 

4,  Hie  wOlof  maninalapaedor  fallonatate,  andbcfoiothecaUof  God, 
haa  not  the  capahilityand  liberty  of  willing  any  good  that  la  of  a  aaiiag 
natora,  and  tboafore  wo  deny  that  the  liberty  of  willing  aa  well  what  la 
a  aafing  good,  aa  what  la  an  eril,  ia  pfeaant  to  thohoaBaa  will  in  ereiy  atale 
or  eomditioQ. 

5.  Bfflcadoaa  graces  by  which  any  amn  la  conroited,  ia  not  ineaiatlble : 
and  thoagh  God  ao  affeeta  the  will  of  man  by  hia  word  and  the  Inwaid 
opacation  of  hia  Spirit,  aa  to  confor  upon  hlm  a  capabilily  of  belief  Ing,  or 
aapematnrat  power,  and  actaally  caaaea  ama  to  beBoTe  i  yet  man  ia  of  him.  • 

2n 


Digitizer  by  <jOO^ic 


wlf  cipaUe  to  spmn  wad  n^laet  Aii  gr«M^  aod  not  baUivc^  tad  tlMntaVt 
•lio^  to  piiiah  thfungh  Ui  owm  onlptUlity. 

0.  Al^ogh,  aocoidiBg  to  tbe  mMt  ftoe  and  mutatnuMd  will  of  Qmd^ 
Him  i»  my  great  disptfkj  or  inequality  of  difiao  gnoOt  jat  die  Holj 
8|itiil  flHher  boftow%  or  it  mndy  to  Mow,  upon  all  and  apon  ofoty  mm 
to  wiM  tiio  woid  of  ftitb  ia  pnadiod,  la  inneb  gnoo  no  ia  aiftciant  to 
pfouoto  in  ita  gndntiona  Urn  otntonion  of  men  $  and  ihtstttn  gnao  anfr 
flciont  for  lUtfa  and  oonronlott  la  oonoadad  not  only  to  tiioao  whom  God  it 
said  to  be  willing  to  save  according  to  hit  decree  of  abtolnte  electuA,  but 
UJiewise  to  those  who  are  in  rcaijtj  not  converted. 

7.  Man  is  able,  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  do  murt;  good  l)ia.n  he 
actually  does,  and  to  omit  more  evil  than  liu  actuully  omits  Neither  do  we 
believe  that  God  absolutely  \m11s  lha.t  uiau  should  do  uo  more  good  than  that 
which  he  does,  aud  to  omit  no  more  evil  than  that  which  he  omits  ;  nor  do 
we  believe  it  to  have  been  determinately  decreed  from  ail  etenuty  that  enoh 
of  such  acts  should  be  so  done  or  omitttd. 

8.  Wbomsocrer  God  calls,  he  caiis  them  seriously,  that  is  witli  a  sincere 
and  not  with  a  dissembled  intention  and  will  of  savins^  them.  Neither  d<p 
we  subscribe  to  the  opinion  of  those  persons  who  asifert  that  God  outwardly 
calls  certain  men  whom  he  doea  not  will  to  call  inwardly,  that  ia,  whom  he 
is  unwilling  to  bo  tndy  ooDfortod,  own  prior  to Ihoir  inaction  of  tbagnM 
of  calling. 

9.  There  is  not  in  God  a  secrtt  wiU  of  that  kind  wbteh  it  so  oppoaed  to 
his  will  revealed  in  his  word,  that  according  to  thia  tame  secret  will  he  doea 
not  will  the  conrerrion  and  salvation  of  Ibe  gnattat  poll  of  those  whotn,  by 
Iho  word  of  hia  Gospel,  and  hy  Ui  imaled  will,  ho  aarlMHly  caUa  aad  in-  • 
fiUt  to  iUth  aa^d  aalratfon. 

la  Ifatther  on  ttia  point  down  admit  of  n  holy  diwlmiiltti«i,oi  it  it  the 
uMuier  of  tomo  man  to  tpatk,  or  of  n  fwofold  pommiB  the  Dei^. 

11.  It  ia  not  tniOy  that»  Ihnnigfa  tlM  font  nd  offoaiy  of  ^Mont  ^ 
of  God  or  of  tlMB  difino  dootti^  not  only  am  all  good  thinga  nwi—rily 
doM,bntIihB«itaaUofU<hlnga$  oa  that  wbotoofor  oomflril  dn,  thtym 
notabla,  in  rttpect  of  the  difino  dtovBO^  to  do'OtlMiiiliti  thin  oonanlt  alas 
and  thnt4>od  wiiia,  daorato,  nad  to  tfao  mMMgar  of  aian>idnt,  and  flf  tkeir 
intane,  IboUsib,  and  cniel  actions,  also  of  the  MetUegtona  Unsphemy  of  bfc 
own  name ;  that  he  mores  tiie  tongnes  of  men  to  Uaaplienie,  Ite. 

12.  We  al8<i  consider  it  to  be  a  false  and  horrible  dogma,  that  God  hy 
gecret  means  impels  men  to  tht  commission  of  those  sins  which  he  openly  pre* 
hibiU;  that  those  who  sin  do  not  act  in  opposition  to  the  true  will  of  God 
and  that  which  is  properly  so  called;  that  what  is  unjust,  that  iti,  what  is 
contrary  to  God's  comman<l,  is  ucrceahle  to  hi-*  wiUj  nay,  furthtf,  that  it 

*    is  a  real  and  capital  fault  to  do  the  wUl  of  God. 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX.  947 

V,  QmA$pm9mrmtM  ^  twm  hitamt  im  JkUJL  1,  Tbd  ycwtTitiace  nf 
MkffOtUiaMiitaotllMflAclonUt  abMlntedMne  «r  Godbynlikk 
Im  to  mU  to  km  dmM  or  ohoin  poitfenltf  penoM  oiiowMribad  iiitt 
no  oflpditlMi  oif  thoir  obodionoo* 

3.  God  Itamiihei  troo  beUeron  wiib  aaponwtoul  powon  or  itMiigtli  of 
gmo^  OS  macfa  tiaooordny  to  his  ininile  wifdom  ho  jndgoo  to  loAco  iir 
tbeif  penevenneo,  and  far  their  ofwcomiDg  the  tanptatioiis  of  the  defil» 
tfio  Ml,  aadtho  world;  tad  on  tho  port  of  Ood  itendo  notUog  to  falate 
tiMBi  ftom  penofoifaf. 

a.  IttopoorfUoibrtraobeliovoBitofldloiioar  ftontnoftith,  ondto  iUl 
»  iato flinoof  iMh o  dgwripthm  oo  ooirnot  ooMiotivith  a troo  ond  justii^ing 
Mb }  aof  b  It  onlj  posilblo  Ibr  them  thoo  to  IbUy  bat  tneb  Iqioct  mt  «»- 
Crequently  occur. 

4.  True  beUeren  ore  copoUe  by  their  own  (bolt  of  fblUog  into  flagmt 
criaies  and  atrocious  wickedncM,  to  perserere  and  die  in  theni)  and  thtfc* 
fore  finally  ta  fall  away  and  to  perisb. 

6.  Yet  though  true  believers  sometimes  fall  into  grievous  sins,  and  such 
08  destroy  the  conscience,  we  do  not  believe  that  they  itnmcdiutt  ly  fall  away 
from  all  hope  of  repentnnw;  but  we  at  knowlt  .1;l;o  this  to  be  an  event  n«tt 
impossible  to  occur, — that  God,  accordint^  to  the  iiialtitude  of  his  mercic* 
may  atrain  call  them  by  his  q^niee  to  repentance;  nay,  wc  are  of  (){>inion  that 
such  a  rccalline:  ho*;  often  oceurred,  althonE;h  such  fallen  believers  cannot  be 
"  most  fully  persuaded"  obottt  tiut  miUter  thot  it  wiU  certainly  ond  an« 
donbtcdly  take  place. 

t].  Therefore  do  we  v>  ith  our  whole  heart  and  soul  reject  the  following 
dogmas,  which  are  daily  affirmed  in  various  publications  extensively  circu- 
huted  among  the  people :  namely,  (1.)  True  believers  cannot  pomibly  sin, 
with  dellbemte  cooosel  ond  design,  but  only  through  tgnoranoe  ond  in- 
firmity." (2.)  It  is  impooiibie  for  true  believers,  through  any  siiii  of 
theirs,  to  fall  away  from  the  graco  of  God.'*  (8.)  A  tboosand  sina,  n^'^ 
oil  the  sins  of  the  whole  world,  arc  not  oopobto  of  rendariog  oloction  ▼aia 
ond  void."  If  to  thte  bo  oddod»  «<Mo»  of  ofny daoodpHon  avo  booadto 
believe  that  tboy  on  olootid  to  ttkuMotOt  ond  thonftvo  oio  InoopoUe  of 
fdhng  from  thot  oloolliwi,"  wo  iMfo  aon  to  iUnk  wbots  wido  window 
Mth  odogtMopoM  10  oonoloBOiufty.  (4)  Mo  oioi,  howom  groit  ond 
gfiflfoqo  thojinajbo,  oio  impated  to  boUefon;  nay,  tothor,  oil  atna,  both 
fttmmt  ond  fotOM^  m  lonltitd  to  them."  (6,)  Thoi^  trno  bdio? on 
ML  iato  do<tfwtiTo  beroriot,  inlodboodlbl  and  most  otndono  fino,  lodioo 
odolttiyoad  morder,  on  oooout  of  whieh  the  Ohoroh,  oeooding  to  tbo 
InrtMioBof  CMityteoompoUodto  t0rtUyth«titoonnottokntotbeai  fat 
4ti  ootmd  emaionton,  and  thot  union  ondi  penons  be  oonvirtod,  tbey 
willbAfo  'no  port  in  tho  Ungdom  of  Ohrlit;  yot  it  it  inpoiiiblo  fer  tbon 
totiUy  ond  finaUy  to  foil  owny  Ikom  IUfh.» 
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7.  A>  « trae  beUeter  U  capable  at  Um  pwtit  toe  of  hekng  ■■md  en. 
omiag  tht  iatigrilgr  of  Ui  Aith  ud  eentcteDce,  so  he  it  able  and 
to  ba  at  Hiia  Una  aanmd  of  fak  own  Mitatlon  and  of  tlia  aaviiig  good-wfll 
of  Ood  towaidi  Urn*  Ob  thia  point  wo  blgUjy  diaappfova  of  Iho  apinii 
of  tho  p^Ma. 

6l  a  trne  belie ver,  reapeeCiny  the  tine  to  eoma^  can  and  oaigbt,  indaa^ 
to  bo  aiMiad  that  bo  ia  ablf^  by  meaaa  of  wnlcfaing,  pnqf«r»  and  otbar  boly 
oiowiiea,  to  panerore  in  tba  two  fbith  ^  and  Ibat  divine  giaoa  will  ncfir 
ftil  to  nadat  him  in  peneTciing.  Bnt  wo  cannot  aea  how  it  ia  paarihla  Ar 
him  to  boaMQiad  tliat  be  will  nerar  alterwnida  be  dcidant  in  bia  dntf^  bnt 
that  1m  will  poriafato»  in  thia  adiool  of  ChriaCian  waifSu«»  in  tlie  paribam- 
anea  of  aeta  of  Uiihf  piet]r»  and  obari^,  aa  baoonua  boUevon  s  waithgr  da 
wo  eooaider  it  to  bo  n  mattar  of  neeearity  that  a  baliover  ibonld  bo  ntoniod 
of  Mob  paiaavofanoa* 

ON  TBE  aOLY  TKINITT. 

1.  God  is  moreover  to  be  onisuU rod  distinctly  in  three  persons  or  Mib- 
8UMiee5,  as  he  lias  exhibited  hiniheil  la  tiic  word  of  God,  and  ^uch  ti> 
he  known  ami  contemplated  by  os.  This  Trinity  of  persoiis  is  kuuwn  to 
us  as  Father,  Sun,  and  Holy  (J host.  One  of  these  diviiif  pcrstms  ot 
hyp<)?ta-«?es  in  the  Godliead  is  un^^xtrtoi,  that  is,  nnoritdnated  or  unbee<^ttfn; 
the  other  begotten  or  generated  by  tlie  Father,  or  tli«  Father's  only-begotten; 
and  the  other  proceeding  alike  and  emanating  from  the  Father  by  the  Son. 

2.  The  Father  alone  is  nnderived  or  nnbegotten,  bat  hath  from  nil 
eternity  commnnicated  his  own  dirinity  to  his  only-begotten  Son»  made 
a  Son,  not  indeed  by  oreation,  as  angola  worn  made  the  eons  of  God;  not 
bj  adoption,  aa  we^  wlio  an  helieTen  are  constituted  sons  of  God  ;  nor 
mei^j  by  a  graotoni  communication  of  Divine  might  or  gloiy  aa  being 
mediator,  but  by  a  real,  though  mysterious  and  incflnble,  generatko;  and 
alao  to  tlie  Holy  Spirit^  wlnr  bath,  fkom  all  eteniily>  pvaceeded  from  b«tb» 
by  an  incomprehensible  emanation  or  spirationem,  ThaMfora  tho  FtotiMT  ia 
jnatly  lield  to  be  tim  fonntain  or  origin  of  the  whole  Dai1|y. 

9b  Tba  Son,  tliaraitaio,  and  Holy  Spirit,  aa  to  thair  loal  being  or  anb- 
•tonoe,  are  tmly  diatiUA  tnm  tlie  father ;  nevettbelem,  they  an  naDy  par- 
taken of  the  aana  Godhead  and  abaolntoly  diatingniAod  by  the  —aa  difiaa 
Bwanea  with  the  Father,  wUch  appeam  meat  oridaat  fton  tba  Holy  Solp- 
tnie  giving  them  the  aama  titles,  and  attiibnting  to  them  tiwaamapiopertiaa 
aa  to  the  Father.  Hence  tho  Apeatle*a  Cveed  on  this  anl^jeoi,  which  wa 
oosdially  believe,  and  whose  deolantioni  we  adopt ;  that  is,  wo  **  beUevein 
Ood  the  Father  Almighty  naher  of  benvon  and  earth,  and  in  Jaena  Cbatt 
bia  only  Son,  &c.— And  in  the  Holy  Ghoat,  te;>* 
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4.  Theabofttdeduitloiiian  tnfldfliit  tnidttfanlo  Hib  ImI j  mjitoij, « 
•object  which  m  think,  it  It  exp^diaiit  ftttd  haeomliig  ahfrnyi  to  tMtt  with 
moiMtjt  pradenee,  aadrellgjiMMievcmioe;  Midiv«  hold  It  to  be  tho  iftM 
cooiee,  when  ipetUng  of  thii  pfofood  lobject,  to  ezpiwi  eondfee*  m  mncb 
m  poiriUe,  in  the  rny  wofdi,  ond  ooeofiliBf  to  the  mode  and  phfMee  in 
which  It  ie  pieeented  to  u  by  the  Holy  Ohott  himieU;  leelng  theft  the  Spirit 
of  God  Uneeif  mwt  beet  know  himielf,  and  le  the  aoet  eapeble  ef  lUting 
ond  exhibiting  hie  own  nature  and  being;  and  lo  Ihr  aa  it  wae  neeceeaiy 
tobededaiedandiefeakd,  ithaapleaeedhlmtorefeallttona.  Itlstheio- 
ftio  eepeeiallj  beeoming  of  ni^  that  with  lofeienee,  humilitj,  and  deroat 
Mingy  wo  foUow  the  mode  thne  pieecnted  to  «•  of  epeaWng  on  this  eab- 
Ject^  until  we  be  peimltted  to  ece  God  face  to  Aoe,  when  in  the  gloiy  of 
that  bright  and  oeleetial  woild,  lie  will  perfectlj  make  known  himeelf  to  va, 
amidet  the  nnolonded  Ticionf  and  manlftitatloiii  of  hit  being  and  wilL 
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